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Rodgers was devoted to KSU 
From pai.:1· J\ I 
made Jhc KSlf Museum his scr-
oml rarecr. I k '.~nvcd as assm:i-
all' drrcctor. creative director and 
nrralor or thr facilily, whid1 
opene1I in Octoht:r 1985. 

I Ir worJ..ed tirdcsslv In 111akr 
the faL·i1i1ir'i al l\SU ihe hesl in 
tire co11111ry arrd an uncqrralll'll 
11pp111111ni1~· li1r \l111knl'i, 'i11me-
1hrrr1! th.11 wa\ not available dur-
ing hi~ r.111·1·1. 

KSI I 1'1rsi1k111 Cami Carl-
"'' i1'.hl pa rd 11 ih1111· lo the uni 
vrr\ily lw11rfar1111 a-; ''an i11,pi · 
ralion lo Kent State University." 

''Thn'il' of ll'i who have had 
Ill!' 111 iv1kgl' 111 knowing him 
havl' hrrn awed hy his tall'nl, 
his en1llrss enl'rgy and his raring 
for s1111h-111~. Our Kenl fomily 
l'r11hrared him and hl' cmhracrd 
us. We cherish hoth lhe man and 
1111' living kgary he nealed in 
thi' vibrant r11virn11me11l that 
will alw.1y•; lw a 11 ih1111· lo him. 
W1· \\'Ill 111r-.•. 111111 . .. 

llorrr t\11g. I, l1JIO in New-
r11111t'l\l11w11. < Jhio. R11dgcrs look 
grral p1idr in his anrc.\lry. whirlr 
hi' could 11.1rl' 111 .lo11alharr ('hap-
111:111. who became krrown as 
Jnhnny /\pplr,rl'd. Even a~ a 
rhild on the lamily fa1111. 
"ll11d.l111111." hl' .\pent his lime 
with a pcnril and a pad. skclrh-
ing whah·vcr he saw. 

I Ii\ family co111111111ed hrtwl'err 
N1'\\'l'llllll'l.\low11 and C'kvd:md 
and he was eduralcd as an arrhr-
lrrl al W1·stL·rr1 Reserve Cleve-
land School of /\rt and ~renl 
mueh of Iris lime al lhe Clcvc-

_ larrd l'lay llousl'. One of hi~ 
lrarhl'I\ saw hi~ polcnlial and 
~rrgge~ted he take his Jalcnt to 
New York City. 
· I li'i lirst dr;ifling job there wa'i 
with lhc · llcr)!man S111dios in 
Marrhall;m, c11inddrn1ally found-
ed hy :1 kll11w Newcomrrstown 
rrativc. 'I h11'il' were Depression 
days and whrn he oh~ervcd his 
l'n-wo1 kl'l''i rrns'iing Scvcnlh /\ v-
1·1111(' 111 m1111nligh1 as fashion 
skc1d1ns. he said 111 himself "If 
thev 1·an do it, I ran do ii." 

t\nrr a d.1y al lhr studio anti 
lour h11ur'i of 'ikelching. he 
would 1111\llc• lo Jhr Ml'lropolitan 
Opera 111111.\l' where he was a 
"\upn." carrying a spear anti 
lrading a hor.,e on slagc. "I 
J..m·w l'\'l'I y 11pera prcsenlctl 
thcrl' ... he said. /\flcr Iha! he 
hq~;111 desi!!nin)! rosl111111·<; for 
llr11.11lwav '"""'.\. 

II """.hi' w111k on Ka1he1i111· 
lkph11111·.\ lil\I B111adway pl.1y. 
"W.rr11111 's llushand." that 
rarr)!hl Ilic l'Vl' of 1 lollywood 
pn•dun·r Crrii II. lkMillc. who 
i111hrcl'd l{11dg1·r.\ lo go to I lol-
lywood 111 \\'ork on the r11sl11111cs 
lllr hr\ 11p1 11111ing movir. "Clr11-
palra." Thr11· he would slay for 
al11111'.;I ;1 dcca1k, tlrcs,inJ! the 
major slars of tire day including 
Barbara Stanwyi:k. l.11rclla 
Y 1111111!. Dinah Shore. Mary 
/\sll11 and 11tlwrs. 

World War II came .and. for 
lhl' Ill' x 1 lrvL' y1•ar,, he wa.'i in 
the IJ.S. 1\rmy Transporl Sl'r-

Th0 Shannon f~odgers/JArry Silverman show pmsented at Kent Stoto University in 
19B2 was only lhe first of the spectacular prese11totlons the two "gentle men of Ith 
Avenue" In New York, Shannon Rodgers. left. and Jerry Silverman. right. would 
bring to lhe university. With the two men is Nan Mcconn. producer of the show 
ur1d. ol thof limo. clircclor of fho Higbee Co. In Cleveland. 

vin·. bringing soldiers hal'k and 
forlh hclween United States. Eu-
111p1·. the South l'al'ilir and /\'ia. 

Wlwn Jhe war was owr. hl' 
decidl'd to slay in New York. It 
was !here lhal he met and was 
hired by Jerry Silverman. a 1 lar-
vanl Law School graduale who 
had given up his career as an 
altorney to run the fashion 
House of Martini. When Rodg-
ers· designs outsold olhcrs there. 
the two men decided to go in 
business on !heir own. Thal was 
in 1959. 

Under 1he label "Jerry Silver-
man by Shannon Rodgers" lhe 
lwo had one of the most suc-
cessful womcn 's clolhing eslab-
lishmcnls in New York. The 
beautiful. wearable, understated 
dresses and suits that seemed lo 
plrase the most discriminating 
women were designed by Rodg-
l'r'i and sold hy Silvefman. 

The business flourished hc-
yoml their expectalions. Their 
clolhes were preferred by Lady 
Bini Johnson, Pat Nixon and 
nlher cclehrilies of the day . They 
crcalrd personal wardrobes for 
many Hollywood and Broadway 
.<.Jars, as well. 

l\ut Rodgers' love of brauly 
did not slop with designing. He 
had an eye that was able lo 
caplurr detail of every heauliful 
lhing at a glance and a ml'mory 
thal slored it all. /\s he and 
Silverman traveled lhc world. 
lhey brought back a treasure 
trove of furniture, jewels and oh-
jels d'art. 

lie. loved to tell the story lhal 
he was inlro<luccd to 1he l~auty 
in pniod costumes hy altendin!! 
an "arquisition day" for the 
Victoria and /\lherl Mu,eum in 

London. TI1e cur.11or warned him 
of what he had i1~ store. "It's 
worsr than dope." .~he told him. 
"One I rads to two. two leads lo 
four.·' He was hooked. When he 
retirl'd in 1977. he had collected 
more than 4,000 pieces which 
arc the core of the currrnl KSU 
Museum collection, which is 
housed in Rockwell Hall. 

When it was time to rclire, the 
men wanted lo direct their ac-
cumulated treasures and their 
fortune toward training young 
people for tomorrow. lloth had 
worked hard lo further the indus-
try and upgrade rnndilions in the 
New York garment district. 
Rodgers served on the hoard of 
many philanthropic organizations 
a' well as the Fashion lnstitule 
of Technology and taught at the 
Parsons School of Design. 

He brought his costumes and 
his fall "Jerry Silverman" col-
lection lo Kent for a show in the 
late I 970s and bolh Rodgers and 
Silverman fell in love wilh the 
people and the school in Kent. 

In the early 1980s. when 
Rodgers was presented the Ohio 
Governor's Award. he and KSlJ 
President Brage (ioltling sal on 
the dais together. When Gqlding 
mentioned the word ''cur-
riculum" in connection with a 
museum, Silverman and Rodgers 
decided lo hring their collections 
to Kent. 

Thomas Barber, dean of the 
College of Fine ancl Professional 
/\rts, under which lhe fashion 
school operates. paid trihute to 
Rodgers as "a world class cili-
zen." connoisseur of lhe arts and 
"a gracious and generous bcne-
facror." 

Rodgers c;ip111red the he;irts of 
everyone he met. regaling them 
with his slnrics of meeting fa-
mous dignir;irics such ;is the 
Dalai Lanrn. Gore Vidal. l'rincr 
and Princess Michael of Kent 
and Douglas Fairhanks Jr.. lo 
name only a few. and his lravrl' 
around the world. 

/\fler his partner died in I 984, 
Rodgers made Kent his perma-
nent home and worked tirefcs,ly 
lo create amazingly beautiful 
displays at the new mu~eum. His 
name brought the higwigs of the 
fashion world to Kent includ111)! 
Eleanor Lambert. Mary McFad-
den, Pat Kerr. Pauline Trig.ere 
and others. Each went away 
overwhelmed by whal lhry ~aw 
and pledging ~upporl for the fa 
cility which l~ars the rmne 111 
their friends. Shannon Rodger' 
and Jerry Silverman. 

R0<lgers served as an adjunct 
professor al the fashion school 
and was the first inductee of its 
Hall of Fame in 1989. Ile re-
ceived an honorary doclor of hu-
mane letters degree from KSU in 
1985. 

He received many awards 11111 
the one of whrch he is mo>\ 
proud is lhe BAMBI /\ward be-
stowed by his peers. He was a 
member of the Costume Socirtv 
of America and associaled wi1i1 
lhe Metropolilan Museum of /\rt. 
the Brooklyn Mu~eum and thr 
Mu~eurn of lhe City of New 
York. 

Memorial' may be made 111 
the KSU Museum or 10 the 
Shannon Rodgers Scholar~hip 
r:unll, Rockwell Hall. Kent Stair 
Urriversily Kent, Ohm 44242, A 
memorial service for Rodger' 
will be held at a (;Her 1late. 
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Obituaries 1 g 
~ Designer Shannon Rodgers Dead at 85 0 

~ rn 
0 z rn 
(/) 

NEW YORK - Shannon Rodgers, But Rodgers was best known them work in dresses for Ameri- for the stage, got a taste of cos- man by Shannon Rodgers, they ~ 
a designer whose gregarious spir- for his fun party dresses, like cans." tu me design, and eventually a built one of the most successful --< 
it was captured in his lively party poodle and umbrella skirts, in Former Bergdorf Goodman Hollywood contract with Cecil B. houses on Seventh Avenue, and it 5; 
dresses, died Tuesday at Raven- which he used plaids, ruffies and chairman Ira Neimark said, DeMille. He created costumes for was generating about. $15 million ~ 
na Memorial Hospital in Raven- lalTela, he said. "Shannon and Jerry Silverman such films as "Cleopatra." by 1970. ::i> 
na, Ohio, after a bout with double Richard Martin, curator of the were a great team. At one time He served in the U.S. Army In 1970, the company was ~ 
pneumonia. Metropolitan Museum of Art's they were a major resource for Transport Service for five years bought by Warnaco. Rodgers and c; 

He was 85 and lived in Kent, Costume Institute, said Rodgers Bergdorf Goodman, and one of during and aller World War rr, Silverman stayed on until they 
Ohio, where hf' devoted his re- had a keen ability to look at fash- the first major resources for Miss then he returned to New York, retired in 1980 and 1981, rcspec- = 
tirement years lo the Kent Stale ion in terms of elements. Bergdorf Dresses." where he got a job at the House lively. Warnaco sold the division ~ 
University Museum, a fashion Recalled Marlin, formerly cu- Rodgers was born in Newcom- of Martini, a dress company. It in 1981 to a group of private in-
gallery and archive that he rator of the Fashion Institute of erstown, Ohio, and often noted he was there that he met Silverman, veslors, and it eventually closed. 
founded with his longtime busi- Technology's galleries, "We once was the great-great-nephew of who was running the business. In Rodgers and Silverman found-
ness partner, the late Jerry Sil- did a show of Balenciaga at FIT, Jonathan Chapman, who became 1959, with a third partner, Shel- ed the museum at Kent Slate in 
verman. and he walked through it with known as Johnny Appleseed. He don Landau, they formed Jerry the early Eighties. 

Rodgers was the design half of me, pointing out details that he graduated as an architect. from Silverman Inc., a dress firm. Sil- Rodgers had no immediate' 
the team of thr powerhouse had used in his creations. He Western Reserve University in verman was the selling force, survivors, and he is lo be cr<'mat-
dress company Jerry Silverman never copied a full design from Cleveland. Rodgers designed and Landau ed. Plans for a memorial service 
Inc., a manufacturer known for Paris, but he took individual He came to New York, landed was the production head. at Kent Slate were not complete. 
dresses and suits and for many pieces of Paris fashion and made a job on Broadway drafting sets Under the label Jerry Silver- - Dianne M. Pogoda 
Miss Bergdorf crrations in the 
Sixties and Seventies. In addition 
to the fashion museum. Rodgers 
and Silverman also established 
the Shannon Rodgers/Jerry Sil-
verman School of l<~ashion De-
sign and Merchandising al Kent 
State. 

Hodgers was l'l'llll'lllhPr<'cl by 
S<'V<'nl.h Av<'n11r TuPsday as a 
jolly, spirilrd drsignPr who had 
an C'Y<' for detail, who loved lo 
rook, and who was passionate 
e1bout I.he 11111sP11111 hi' founded. 
His name was not mentioned 
without reference to Silvprman, 
who died in 1984 al lhr agr of76. 

They were also known for 
their parties, which they threw in 
adjoining duplex apartments 
atop I.he Mayfair Hotel, overlook-
ing Central Park. 

Bill Blass said Rodgers was 
"big, blustering, modest and quite 
civilized." 

Thorough his association with 
Jerry Silverman, Blass said, 
"They made a breakthrough in 
smart, moderate-price clothing. 
Thal was certainly a contribution 
to Am~rican fashion . But per-
haps what they'll be best remem-
bered for is collecting fashion 
and clothes and books to donate 
to the museum al Kent State." 

1'Shannon had a great sense of 
humor, he was a great storyteller, 
and he was a great party-giver 
and party-goer," Stan Herman, 
president of the Council of Fash-
ion Designers of America, re-
called Tuesday. "llis drsigns rep-
resC'nted a very happy and com-
mercial spiril" 

Herman said Rodgers, in 
using design elements from Eu-
rope, "made Paris accept.able for 
Americans, and set the tone for 
Seventh Avenue for a good 15 
years." 

Raphael B. Malsin 
NEW YORK - Haphael R. Malsin, 
former longtime IJ('ad of Lane 
Bryant, died Friday al his home 
in Harrison, N.Y .. at agl' 95. 

The special -size chain was 
started by his mother, and Malsin 
became ilc; chief ex<'culive officer 
in 1938. He held the post until 
1972 but remained a dirl'ctor. 

The company was later in-
volved in biller litigat.ion between 
Malsin and his half-brother, 
Arthur Malsin, and in l!l82, I.he 
chain was sold lo The Limited, 
which continues to operate il as a 
separate unil 

Malsin was a past chairman of 
the National Retail Merchants 
Association, now known as the 
National Retail l<'ederalion. 

Surviving are his wife, Elaine; 
three sons. SlevE', Peter and Scott, 
and a daughter, Amy. 

Make Chicago 
Your Ultimate Fashion Destination 

W01nen'8 & Children ~s 
Summer/F~l Preview Markel 

.January 26-JO, rn96 
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Fresh summer styles and essential fall 
traditional lines in every category debut 
at the Chicago Women's & Children's 
Summer/Fall Preview Market. Our per-
manent showrooms and the new 

_, ..---. Pavilion Suites on floors 9 and 11 are 
overflowing with exciting resources. Phase II of 11 debuts in January, 
offering an even greater selection of outstanding women's lines! 

For the first time, our market is running with the Chicago Gifts & 

Decorative Accessories Market'" at The Merchandise Mart. We'll show 
you how to boost sales and enliven displays by incorporating gift items 
into your merchandise mix. 

You'll find Chicago's exceptional selection, friendly service and productive 
buying atmosphere an opportunity you can't pass up! 

Air Call 800/677·6278 to register or for more information. 
Call 800/528·8700 for discounted airfare and hotel accommodations. 



l'age 1'.l Newcomerstown News Wed., August 14, 1991 

A rep.µ·ta:tion·: tor , S:·fa:ties .. 

·A·r.e-a.- worrta.n.· has· a ta/e·nt tor· rre.ffle1:r7tl1Jerimg anecdotes. 
BY IRIS FRUCHEY 
Newcomerstown News 

It's evident Marjorie Randles is a 
good friend to many people. When 
she celebrated her 87th birthday on 
July 17, she received 87 birthday 
cards and well over 30 telephone 
ciills. 

Mrs. Randles, who lives on Co. 
Road 21 SOJJth of Newcomerstown, 
has a reputation for her quick witand 
has several an~d~ about her ear-
lier years in the. Newcomerstown 
ar~ 

One.story is about the ice house 
that tlie Buckhorn farmers built 
many years ago. 

As the story goes, "according to 
Grandpa Gardner", the Buckhorn 
Valley farmers joined together in the 
fall and bliilt a 4Qx60 log building, 
using 12-inch thick logs and cement-
ing them together with mud. The 
only opening was a heavy plank 
door on one end which was large 
enough to permit a team of horses to 
pull a sled load of ice into the build-
ing. 

While one group of farmers took 
their ice saws and cut ice blocks 
from the Buckhorn Creek, the other 
farmers went to the sawmill and got 

sawdust Then the work began, as 
blocks of i_ce l!,lld sawdust were lay-
ered in this Quilding. ~ building 
W!!S completely filled and tightly 
sealed. 

When spring caifie, those farmers 
who heJpCd with the project were 
welcome to1come1and make-use of 
the ice. 

Marjorie's grandparents, John 
and Martha Gardner, had a "jersey 
dairy" farm, and Grandma Gardner 
drove tlie wagon through the streets 
of Newcomerstown selling milk. 
She carried with her a tin quart mea-
sure and sold milk by the half-pint to 
any amount desired. 

Upon her return to the farm, the 
remaining crel!m was put Jhrough a 
separator and they made ice cream. 
On the evening route, there were 
many customers who were very 
happy to purchase the ice cream, and 
the children were especially happy. 

The ice supply from the ice house 
would la$t nearly all summer. 

About 1910, the Gardners sold the 
delivery wagon and then sold their 
milk to the Produce ComIJ.!Dy, lo-
cated near the Pennsylvania Rail-
road in Newcomerstown. They then 
went out of the dairy business in 
1944. 

Mrs. Randles also provided this 
memory: 

"It was Saturday evel!ing about 
7:30 p.m. and in the 'GOQd Ole Sum-
mertime.' My grandmother w~ ill 
and had been for several weeks. 
Mother had gone to town for groce-
ries and Chet had gone fishing~! was 
up in the room with Grandma and 
Grandpa was on the front porch. 

"All at once Grandpa yelled. 
'Marjorie, come quick, the bull is 
out and headed towards Shaw's.' I 
ran downstairs and to the front 
porch. Grandpa hollered. 'Hurry, 
that bull is headed up the road. Get 
ahead of him and staft him back 
home.' He was big j~y bull and 
very cross, too. I was afraid of him 
but I had never let him know it so he 
minded what I said to him. 

"It was just dusk and there was a 
lot of traffic. I always wore an apron 
with a pocket in it and I always car-
ried one of Chet's white hankies in 
the pocket for emergenci~. I knew 
I'd have to flag some of the traffic 
down so I pulled out the hankie and 
started flagging the traffic coming 
behind me. 

"The first car slowed to a full stop 
and the next smart-aleck hollered 
'Get the heck out of the road' and 

struck the back end of the first car, 
caving i.Il his own engine. I kept run-
ning behind the bull and got him 
h~ down toward the barn where 

, Granwa had openeg the gate. We 
got him in his stall and I returned to 
the house to check on Grandma. 

1'1 li8d ~beeii iii® gnly ~ few mi-
nutes wh.en I ~d aJDp on the dQor. 
I came down to find a highway pat-
rolman. He ~d. 'Are yoy the l8dy 
whose cow caused that accident?' I 
replied, 'Itwasn'tacow,itwasabull 
and I suppose you would say it was 
the bull's fault but it wasn't It was 
the man in the second car because he 
wasn't watching where he was go-
ing.' The patrolman said. 'Well. it 
was getting dark, you should ha}.'e 
had a light on the bull.' 

'1 thought abOut that, and then 
said. 'Well, they're piped for water 
and gas but they're not wired for 
electricity!' 

"He never said a word. He just 
' turned and went down the steps and 

went to D.B. Moore's filling station 
at the comer of Canal and College 
streets. He asked Mr. Moore, 'Who 
is the lady who lives on Buckhorn 
Road and usually wears a pink 
dress?' 

"Mr. Moore said, 'Oh, that's our 
Marjorie, what's she done now?' 
The patrolman told him about the ac-
cident apd what rd said. Mr. Moore 
ended up telling other people about 
it and people tormented the patrol-
man so much that fte ended up asking 
for a transfer and went to the western 
part of Ohio." 
· ONE OF MARJORIE'S friends 
sent her the following card for her 
birthday: 

"First 80 are the hardest; after 
that, party. Oh, I have good news for 
you! The first 80 YC#S lire the har!i-
est. The second 80 are a succession 
of birthday parties. If you forget ~y
body' s name, forget to k!:eP an ap-
pointment, promise to be at two or 
three places at the same time, or &pell 
wQrds wrong, you need only to ex-
plain that you are 80. Everybody 
wants to carry your ~ggage and 
h~lp you up the stairs. If you spill 
your soup, your shoes don't match or 
you forget to mail a letter for a week, 
that's alright beca~ you ~ 80. 

"At 80, you can relax with no mis-
givings. You have a perfect altoi for 

~.,,......-.. 

everything. Nobody expec~ much 
of you anyway. If you act silly, it's 
your second childhood. It is a great 
deal better than being 65 or 70! At 
that time, they expect you to move to 
a little house in Florida and become a 
discontented, grumbling, limping 
'has-been.' But, if you survive until 
you are 80, they are surprised you 
are@.ve, sw:prised you can walk and 
surprised you reveal lucid moments! 

"At 70, people are mad at you for 
everything! At 80, they forgive you 
for anything! If you put off until to-
morrow what you should do today, 
that's alright, you're 80! 

"Life begins at 80! Lucky me! 
Lucky you! You have that day com-
ing!" 



Boogy was a month ly tri·p into the county's pa~st ·; 
, . . ,, . .. . . . . -rr1~·1, .lt1:Jt. 1 /;1 19~~~ 

Tuscarawas County saw the mtroduc- mg m 1911 and the Hmds Farm Risto- wmds make that COLD a permanent res- 1923, he recycled much 6f the material1 I 
tion of a unique publication in January ry ar,id Atl_as," in 1912, whic_h i_ncluded a ident of. your chest, order a bottle of into a series of books he called "The:;:l 
1916 :-- a monthly !1ewspaper devoted det~led history of every build~ng on the Skunk Oil from The Boogy." Boogy Books." Copies of at ~east two oq~ 
exclusively to local history. family farm as well as blueprmts show- Another ad offered for sale "5 opos- these books are still floatmg around •.~. 

The newspaper, called The Boogy, ing the boundaries of the property. sums fattened on bread and milk. Also a Uhrichsville and Dennison, ineluding!; 
was edited and printed by a Mill Town- In this second book Hinds wrote a • large quantity ofchesnuts, which we will No. 2, which tells the story of Tom Carr, lill! 
ship farmer and civil engineer by the brief description of hi~self: "He has a sell at 15 cents per lb. in quantities of 5 a Civil W~r veteran who murdered his /I 
name of Ralph Waldo Hinds. The news- nice collection of arrow-heads and a clang of the press, mingled with the low pounds or more. 'Possum, with chestnut teen-age fiance in Belmont County when •:;: 
pap~r's unique name came from the stone ax, old papers, almanacs, etc., harsh snarl. of the pet 'possum, sound w- dre~sing, is ~he ne plus Jiltra of deli- s~e changed her mind ~bout rna~rying!~ 
family farm east of Newport, called the which he prizes highly. Ralph is a good eary and wild," he wrote in the April 15, cacies. Here is your chance for a splen- him. Boogy Book No. 3 gives the history,E 
"Boogy Farm," but in none of Hinds' knitter with the needles and woolen 1916, issue. "Where the woodpecker did Christmas feast." of Ross School in Mill Township, a one-:r!i.1 
writings does he ever explain where the yarn, he knit a pair of double stockings raps and the blue jays cry, while the Hinds displayed his interest in nature room school Hinds attended as a child. : &ii 
farm's name came from. which received 1st premium for best printer's devil is distributing his 'pi.' " and animals in his newspaper, with arti- In addition, Hinds visited many of the· ~1 

The newspaper lasted seven years, hom~-made. sto~kings at a street fair In the following years he published cles on ~he last .wild turkey .hunt in _Mill old. cemeteries in the area, some of ~ 
but in that time Hinds published a wide held m Uhrichsville some years ago." articles on the history of Newport and Township, stories of. a flyi!1g ~qw~rel which ~an no l?nger be found. He re- ~ 
variety of articles on the history of the H" d t d t b ll t the lost towns of LllD" a and Eastport as that had taken up residence m his prmt- corded mformat10n off of the tombstones 1~,. m s was repu e o e an exce en • · m d t t t· f hi d · hi · kill d 1"' area around the Twin Cities informa- Th t . t Id th t t" well as reminisces by a man known only mg o ice an a s ory ou mg one o s an ' usmg s surveymg s s, rew•; . . ' surveyor. e s ory is o a one ime · "Bl B " th Id t · f th Id b · d ~ hon that m many cases isn't available he was hired by a coal company to deter- as "Nick" who lived in Missouri but cows, ue ~ogy, as e o es cow m map.so e o urymg ~oun ~- ;';) 
anywhere else. mine where air shafts should be dug for grew up in Tuscarawas County. the ~tate of Ohio. Hmds, 'Yho.nev~r mar~ied, died at the ;,~ 

ff d h • · . His newspaper, though, was plagued home of his mece m Indiana on Nov. 24, ~ 
. m s, son of James and Sar~h Clark t e c~mpany s mme. When work~rs sunk . H~nds also used the paper to promote by problems that plagued many newspa- 1962. He is buried in Union Cemetery at Pi 

Hmds, was born on the family farm the air . sha,fts, they .round that ~n each his ~I-fated ~tte~pt to secure the Re- pers back then _ lack of money. "This Uhrichsville. ~.i 
S~pt. 14! 18?5. He graduated from Den- case Hmds calculations were right on publlcan nommation for county recorder issue closes the 5th year of Th B gy' Ph t · f h' ld "B " _ .;j. mson High m 1895 and soon after dis- the money. in 1922. . ,, e 0 ?. s 0 ocopies o is o oogy news ~ 
la ed an interest · · · existance, he wrote Dec. 15, 1920, and paper were recently donated to the Tus- ~ 

P Y m writmg. . . Hinds launched the inaugural issue ?f Classified ads in the newspaper were we find that an editor's royal road to carawas County Genealogical Society, ~ 
Jan. 1, 1900, he began keepmg a diary. The Boogy Jan. 15, 1916. "The Boogy is unusual, to say the least. One was for success is not paved with gold bricks.'' and can be seen in the society's library· ;1 

He wrote a book called "Opossum Farm- printed right out on the farm where the" skunk oil - "Before the chill of March After Hinds closed the newspaper in at Dennison. 
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LOCAL WOMAN WRITES BOOK 
Marjorie Randles, left, and Iris Fruchey, right, display a copy of 
"Bits and Pieces," a book written by Mrs. Randles. The book contains 
a multitude of anecdbtes from Mrs. Randles' life, with Mrs. Fruchey 
compiling them and typing them for Mrs. Randles. 



'Bits and Pieces' 

Local woman records anecdotes 
It's a collection of stories about 

one woman's life and Marjorie Ran-
dles hasn't even started yet..she's 
got a lot of stories yet to tell. 

Mrs. Randles, who will be 
89-years-old on July 17, recently 
published her own book, with the 
help of Iris Fruchey of Newcomer-
stown, who provided the listening 
ear and the fingers to type up the 
infonnation. 

The result is "Bits and Pieces," an 
infonnal collection of anecdotes and 
photographs from her 88 years of 
living what she always describes as a 
full and delightful life. The book is 
dedicated to her "Grandma and 
Grandpa Gardner, my Mother, my 
beloved husband, Chester (Randles) 
to my many friends." 

"Some of my friends have been 
wanting me to write a book about my 
life," she writes. "Folks think I am 
funny. It's just the way I was born! 
.. .I can not tell you a lot of the things 
I know about this time. Please do not 
be offended if I did not get to put 
your name in it. I might write 
another some time! If I find the 
time .. .I still say 'the first 100 years 
are the hardest!"' 

Among her topics, Mrs. Randles 
wrote about life in the Buckhorn 
Valley while she was growing up. 

"In the wintertime, when the far-
mers on Buckhorn were not so busy. 
everyone would go to one of the 
farm houses on Friday night just to 
be friendly and see what was going 
on in the valley ... The men would sit• 
in the kitchen and talk about the 
crops and the ladies would be in the 
living room talking about their sew-
ing and quilting and their canning. 
Later in the evening, they would 

make candy, taffy or popcorn. The 
kids went upstairs to play. One of 
their favorite things to do was to get 
needles and thread and sew one fel-
low's coat sleeve to another man's 
coat sleeve or just plain sew the 
sleeves shut. They would mix up the 
overshoes and tie the ladies' scarves 
and shawls together. When going 
home time came everything was in a 
mess but mamas and papas always 
seemed to hold their tempers. It was 
just a whole lot of fun." 

And then there was the time when 
she was IO-years-old and went to 
visit her grandfather's brother and 
wife in Dennison ... 

" ... after we had supper and talked 
a while, Aunt Annie went to the 
great big thing. I thought it was a 
clothes closet and started to pull on 
the front of it and the thing came 
down and I saw that it was a folding 
bed. She fixed the bedding ready to 
sleep on and said, 'Get your clothes 
off, it is time to go to bed.' I did not 
like the looks of it., but I had to do 
what she said. I put on my night-
gown and got in that monster. She 
kissed me goodnight and turned out 
the light and left me alone. 

"They lived close to the railroad. 
It was not very long until a big train 
came along.and the 'monster' started 
to shake, then it quickly folded up 
with me standing on my head. I 
screamed but she could not hear me, 
but Uncle Joe said to Aunt Annie, 
'did you fasten the bed down?' Aunt 
Annie said she would check and see. 
She wasn't very slow when she saw 
what had happened. She fixed it so it 
could not fly up again. I did not sleep 
very well and in the morning I told 
her I wanted to go home. She never 
invited me back." 

There's also a story about the 
Randles' dog, Lady ... 

"Summer time (1945) and the 
sweet com was ready to can and I 
went to the garden on the southside 
and picked two bushels and took 
them to the kitchen. Our dog 'Lady' 
always went with me wherever I 
went She had gone with me and had 
returned to the back porch where she 
always like to rest. 

"I went on with my com, cleaned 
it and laid it in the steamer when 
Chester came home. He came in the 
************************** 

door and said, 'Why did you put so 
much com over the back porch? 
There must be two or three bushels 
of it.' 

"Lady had seen me pick com so 
she did her part! It still had the husks 
on and so I had three more hours to 
can Lady's com." 

There are also am ultitude of anec-
dotes that just capture a moment in 
the rural life of Newcomerstown 
several decades ago ... 

''There were several one-roomed 
school houses in the county and the 
children were involved in a good 
many spelling bees. The people all 
loved to attend them and the school-
houses were full at these events. 

"An old gentlemen was sining 
way down in front one evening and 
he felt nature calling him and he 
asked some of the men if they would 
open a window and take hold of his 
arm and let him down on the ground. 
Just as they went to drop him, he 
said, "Too late now boys, pull me 
back." 

One section of the book also in-
cludes a list of some old rural axioms 

and adjectives, including: 
- You can't put an old head on a 

young body. 
- God's clock keeps perfect 

time. 
-So hungry I could eat a sow and 

ten pigs and chase the boar a mile. 
- Sunday angel and everyday 

devil. 
- A new broom sweeps clean. 
- A smiling face doesn't mean a 

happy heart 
- Tighter than paper on a wall. 
- I feel like a penny waiting for 

change. 
- She has a shape like a sack full 

of doorknobs. 
Mrs. Randles said she only had 

enough copies of the book printed 
for her friends and to give an idea of 
how many friends she has, she annu-
ally mails out close to 300 Christmas 
cards; and although she has no child-
ren or grandchildren, she usually 
buys gifts for about 40 children. 

She said she has only a few copies 
of the book left, so anyone who 
wants to see a copy or buy· a copy (at 
a mere$12 per copy) can contact her 
or Mrs. Fruchey. 
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Doll Brough~ From Erin 
Is Treasured by Writer 

Mrs. Mary Worley Gunn with her prized doll and a 
few of the books of poetry she has written 

/"rt f:Vv c; y 

By ANGELINE FRYE 
Mary Worley Gunn was born 

on a farm in Guernsey county, 
Ohio. She was the daughter of a 
rural school teacher, who taught 
before graded schools were ever 
dreamed of, often having 50 or 
60 scholars of all ages crowded in-
to one room. 

Her mother was of Scotch-
Irish descent with a true Iri1h 
humor. One of Mrs. Gunn's most 
treasured possessions is a doll 
that her mother brought from 
Dublin. It is more than 100 yeats 
old. 
Mother had a few quaint keep-

sakes 
that had come from Ireland's 

shore, 
·And of all the things I treas-

sured 
There was one I treasured 

more. 
And I hardly dared to touch it 
Lest in haste I let it fall-
For the object that I prized so 
Was a little Irish doll. 

From "The Irish doll" 
Mrs. Gunn was a delicate sick-

ly girl and was never blessed 
with robust health and strength. 
At about the age of 12 slhe began 
writing poetry, and writes, as she 
phrases it, "just fur the love of 
the thing. The urge is in my 
fingers ,. and it must come out. It 
comes from the heart and soul, 

(Page 9, Please) 



) 
William C. Mills, Newcomerstown archaeologist --

0 nan October day in 1889, a young phannacist with 
an interest in archaeology was examining a gravel 
bank along Buckhorn Creek just north of 
Newcomerstown. He slruck the bank with his 

walking stick, and a section of the bank - about 6 feet by 2 feet 
- came tumbling down. The pharmacist then bent down and 
picked up a flint arrowhead he found exposed. 

He took it home and compared it with his extensive 
collection of implements found in the Tuscarawas Valley, but it 
matched none of them. Instead, it matched paleolithic 
implements he had heard about that had been found in northern 
France and southern England. Only one arrowhead that old had 
ever been found in Ohio up to that time. 

This discovery brought the young pharmacist, William C. 
Mills, to the attention of experts in archaeology and helped him 
tum his hobby into his full-time profession. He eventually 
became one of the best-known archaeologists in the state in the 
first quarter of the 20th century. 

Mills was born Jan. 2, 1860, in Pyrmont, a small town just 
west of Dayton. From an early age, he loved archaeology. He 
collected prehistoric relics found in the vicinity of his father's 
)arm and read the few books then available on the state's Mound 
Builders. 

He attended Ohio State University, but dropped out in his 
junior year. Mills then got a degree from the Cincinnati School 
of Pharmacy, married and began a career as a pharmacist. 

In 1888, Mills g_2t a job at Shield's, drugstore in. 
Newcomerstown. The Tuscarawas Valley presented him with a 
new territory in which to hunt for prehistoric relics. 

He joined the Tuscarawas Valley Archaeological Society in 
Newcomerstown, becoming its secretary, and led expeditions 
throughout the area hunting for relics. 

in the 1alfoITT88, Mills began excavatmg at a place cfil led 
Nemo Mound, located on the summit of Nemo Hill, about 2 In 
miles west of Newcomerstown. He was assisted by W.P. 
Stevenson of Cambridge and Daniel Miskimen and George 
Lewis of Newcomerstown. 

In the space of 4 feet by 5 feet in the mound, they 
discovered 26 tlint implements -- knives, scrapers and drills. 
Four feet from the center of the mound, they found the bones of 
a human body, surrounded by charcoal, burnt clay and ashes. 
Several pieces of river clam shells also were found around the 
body. 

The next year, at the Central Ohio District Fair in 
Newcomerstown. Mills displayed his collection. 

"The department of archaeology in Floral hall at the 
,,ewcomerstown fair was fitted out entire by Dr. W.C. Mills of 
Newcomerstown from his large and valuable collection, and was 
surely the one single feature of the fair which attracted general 
attention and admiration." the Ohio Democrat reported Sept. 26, 
1889. 

The next month, on OcL 27, 1889, Mills discovered the 
paleolithic arrowhead along the banks of Buckhorn Creek. He 
knew he had made an important discovery, so he sent the 
implement to Professor G. Frederick Wright of Oberlin College, 
the leading authority on archaeology in the state at that time. 

Wright was intrigued by the discovery, so much so that he 
and a party of men from Cleveland traveled to Newcomerstown 
in March 1890 to look over the site themselves. 

The discovery attracted attention from across the country. 
Mills was invited to speak before the Western Reserve Historical 
Society in Cleveland on his find, and Wright wrote an article 
about the discovery for The Nation magazine. r 

The discovery, Wright said, helped confirm his theory that 
humans had lived in Ohio during the Ice Age 8,000 to 10,000 
years ago. 

''The importance of this discovery is enhanced by the fact 
~at this is only the fifth locality in which similar discoveries 
have been made in this country, the other places being Trenton, 
NJ., Madisonville, Ohio, Medora, Ind., and Little Falls, Minn.," 
Wright wrote in The Nation. "But in many respects this is the 
most interesting of them all, especially as connected with 
previous predictions of my own in the matter ... " 

Mills moved from Newcomerstown in 1890 to another 
pharmacy job, but he eventually realized that his true love was 
archaeology. 

In 1897, he returned to OSU to earn his degree. In 1898, he 
was elected curator of the museum of the Ohio State 
Archaeological and Historical Society, a job he held until his 
death in 1928. During his tenure as curator, the museum went 
from one room in a building on the OSU campus lo a separate 
building of its own. 

In the summer, Mills led field eltpeditions lo many of the 
ancient mounds around the state. He also found time to write 
several books on the subject. including "Certain Mounds and 
Indian Sites," "Map and Guide to Fort Ancient" and 
"~chaeological Atlas~ a book which is still used by 
amateur archaeologists in the state. 
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"My first few weeks 
were extraordinarily 
challenging. I could not 
read, write or speak 
Chinese," Snader said. "I 
really knew no one and 
had no contacts. For the 
first little while, it was 
also extremely lonely ... 
While we were all under 
legal and binding con -
tracts executed in the 
United States, we were 
all fired two weeks later. 
The Board supposedly 
realized it had overspent 
in construction and had 
no money for operations. 
We were paid nothing 
and were told to return to 
the U.S." 

Snyder refused to leave 
and one of the school 
administrators found him 
a new job within a week 
as a business teacher and 
an English linguistics 
professor. 

"As a result the city 
of Chongqing, China, 
became my home for the 
next 15 years," Snader 
said. "While most have 
never heard of Chongq-
ing, it is one of the largest 
cities in the world with 
a population of over 34 
million people. In short, 
this country boy became 
a big city boy overnight." 

Snader said his per-
sonal objective was to be 
the cream of the crop in 
order to open more doors 
to do business in China 
and that proved to be the 
case. 

As a teacher, Snader 
said that, as far as he is 
concerned, the Chinese 
students are perhaps the 
hardest working students 
in the world. 

"With rare exception 
they are very polite and 
respectful," Snader said. 
"With rare exception, 
discipline problems are 
non-existent. Unlike 
western countries, 
students are encour-
aged to make friends 
with their teachers and 

"' -- - -- -r·-e> -.-. 
2004, Snader earned his 
doctorate and was offered 
numerous university 
positions in China. He 
decided to stay in Chong-
ging, learning more about 
the Chinese culture. 

That led to being 
named director of the 
International Masters 
of Business Administra -
tion program. However, 
he held this position for 
only a year before resign -
ing because of what he 
called "extreme corrup-
tion" within the school. 
Snader had demanded the 
resignation of an official, 
which he called a "huge 
mistake, because no one 
gets fired in China. 

"They simply get 
moved laterally or even 
promoted to get rid of 
them," Snader said. "In 
China,everythingis 
about'face'or'saving 
face,' which is somewhat 
sacred. I learned this in 
a face-to-face meeting 
with Li Xiao Hong, the 
university president. who 
subsequently became a 
respected, close and dear 
friend. In turn, he intro-
duced me to the mayor, 
so it was not uncommon 
for the three of us to be 
seen drinking Chinese 
wine together at formal 
dinners and functions." 

During his second year 
in China, he was hired by 
one of the largest firms 
in the city as president 
of international rela -
tions and became a 
senior officer at several 
other companies and 
an associate or adjunct 
professor at several other 
universities. 

Continuing his edu-
cational and business 
relationships, Snader said 
he became like a "Chinese 
brother" to a number of 
people who trusted him 
because he was "respect-
fully critical" of China 
and the United States. 
He said officials told him, 

...... uiua rt:mains a com -
munist country, under 
the administration of 
President Xi Jin Ping 
the number of state-
owned companies is now 
increasing, but they are 
operating with much 
less corruption. Today 
Chinese companies are 
approximately 80% 
private and 20% state 
owned. 

One of his biggest mis-
takes, Snader recalled, 
was in 2008 when he 
was invited to sit with 
President Hujin Tao in 
the Presidential box for 
the opening ceremony of 
the Olympic Games being 
hosted by China. 

"I was both stunned 
and shocked, but also 
realized the significance 
of this great honor," 
Snader said. "It was a 
once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity and I knew it. 
However, I had a huge 
problem. I was scheduled 
to visit another city to 
meet with the president 
of a Chinese hotel group 
who wanted an American 
partner. My reputation 
in China had been built 
of my integrity, hon-
esty and sense of honor. 
My word was my bond. 
Consequently, I humbly 
and respectfully declined 
the President's invitation 

guarus. 1 ruways tound 
this somewhat humor-
ous, because a lot of it 
was simply for show 
which enabled the com-
pany to show its power. I 
have dined with the rich 
and powerful including 
Chinese and Taiwanese 
movie stars. Believe it 
or not I have even done 
more than a few TV 
commercials and even 
co-starred in a day time 
soap opera where I even 
had an agent. Simply put, 
many of my experiences 
were once in a lifetime 
experiences. 

"I can say without 
reservation that I have 
eaten the most expensive 
meal ever served for five 
people at a McDonalds. 
My translator and I were 
invited to a birthday 
celebration for one of the 
President's secretaries 
who loved McDonalds. 
We traveled a few miles 
to a McDonalds close 
to where I lived. Five of 
us were in a Mercedes 
limo and of course four 
guard cars front and 
back. Where we arrived, 
McDonalds was packed 
with a line. While we 
remained in the limo, 
the bodyguards and the 
President walked into 
the McDonalds. Three 

SEE SNADER, 87 
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Dr. Snad~
0

jOurney 
By Ray Booth 
Times-Reporter Correspondent 

From Newcomerstown 
to China and Thailand, 
Robert Snader had a long, 
sometimes difficult, 
always interesting jour-
ney in life. But that life 
ended with a stroke and 
his death on May 2, leav-
ing his wife, Mikky, and 
two children to appreci-
ate the memories. 

Snader earned his 
doctorate and was the 
first executive director of 
Riverside Manor Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation 
Center, as well as the 
president and CEO of the 
Snader Center for Out-
Patient Rehabilitation, 
also in Newcomerstown. 
He was a founding father 
and retired president 
of the Newcomerstown 
Emergency Rescue 
Squad, was a key figure in 
the building of the David 
Barber Civic Center and 
also led a community 
drive to raise enough 
money to keep the pool 
at Cy Young Park open 
when the village did not 
have the money. He also 
was active in other com-
munity efforts and was 
well-known in Newcom -
erstown and in this region 
of Ohio. 

But in 2003, Snader 
said he felt like he had no 
choice but to leave the 
United States to pursue 
another career, arriving 
in Guangzhou, China, 
hired by an American 
headmaster as a teacher 
in a new international 
school. Snyder said 
being an educator was 
the easiest way to get a 
visa and that educators 
are well-respected in 
China. He also completed 
a doctorate in business 

PROVIDED PHOTO 
• Dr. Robert Snader is pictured with his wife, Mikky, and their twin children, Abby and Annie. 

vice versa. In reality, this 
took me quite a long time 
to accept and practice 
simply because it was a 
huge cultural difference." 

Snyder said his stu -
dents consistently scored 
20o/o higher than other 
students in the same 
classes with differ-
ent instructors and that 
allowed him to develop a 
highly respected reputa -
tion and to not be subject 
to strict rules applied to 
other foreign teachers. 

Subsequently, a 
university professor 
introduced Snader to 
the president of a large 
manufacturing facility in 
Chongging. 

"After a luxurious and 
very expensive lunch 
and an hour of negotia -
tions, I was hired as the 
Vice president in charge 
of international affairs," 
Snader said. 

After the end of his 

"You have now lived 
here for years among all 
Chinese people both rich 
and poor. You treat all 
equally. You have taken 
the time to learn our cul-
ture and respect our ways 
even when you do not 
agree, and during those 
times you are patient in 
explaining your differ-
ences and thoughts while 
respecting ours. You have 
never looked down upon 
us and always treated us 
as your equal. I was both 
humbled and flattered 
but also mystified. Was 
not my way the way all 
people should respect 
each other? Perhaps if 
this were true, there 
would be far less prob-
lems in the world." 

Snader said he wasn't 
bothered about working 
in a communist country, 
noting it was an economic 
system, not a political 
system. He said while 

and kept my appointment 
and scheduled meeting. 
As things turned out, the 
potential business failed 
and I have regretted the 
stupidity of my decision 
even until this day. 

"My 15 years in China 
gave me opportunities 
and experiences which I 
otherwise would not have 
known. I have eaten in 
some of the most famous 
restaurants through -
out China and been the 
guest of some of the 
most beautiful hotels in 
America (which would 
make the majority of U.S. 
hotels look shabby. A few 
of the restaurants had 
tables and chairs plated 
with gold and service and 
cuisine to match. 

"I have stayed in 
Presidential Suites with 
a valet, beyond extraor-
dinary. As an officer of 
high end companies, I 
have traveled"with body 

- - - -



has laid the foundation for as extensive and and lucrative business. At present his 
machines are being manufactured by Jeffries M'fg Co. of Columbus, but he hopes to 
become so situated as to l)lanufacture them himself He now has three plants and 
machmes in operation and the Pennsylvania railway company takes the entire output of 
one machine. This means a big and reliable income for an indefinite period. Mr. 
Shoemaker has labored hard to accomplish these gratifying results, and his friends 
congratulate him on his phenomenal success. 

Newcomerstown, Ohio 
Wednesday 

May 16, 19f63 
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SNADER 
From Page 86 

, 1 minutes later we were 
escorted into a fine large 
table. My boss ordered 
in Chinese language, of 
course. When I asked my 
translator what he had 
ordered, she whispered 
in my ear, "Everything." 
My translator asked me 
to step away and told me 
he had ordered 2-3 of 
everything on the menu. 
There was nowhere 
to put all the food so 
McDonalds staff had 
people building shelves 
in the floor to ceiling 
windows. Of course 95% 
of the food was never 
touched. 

However, this is classic 
with wealthy Chinese 
businessmen. Where 
a wealthy American 
man will never show 
his money, the wealthy 
Chinese man will flaunt 
it for the whole world to 
see. This is China." 

Snader said he left 
China in July of 2015 
when his wife, Mikki, 
completed her PhD. 
His employment ended 
inAprilof2015. While 
Snader was 66, the 
mandatory retirement 
age in China was 60. But 
because he was con -
sidered a valued asset 
professionally both 
within the university 
system and in busi-
ness, he was politically 
protected for nearly six 
years. 

"However, when Xi 
Jingping became Presi-
dent, things changed 
dramatically," Snader 
said. Visa and work rules 
for foreigners were sud-
denly strictly enforced. 
Foreign experts and edu -
ca tors were being vetted 
for violations. In April 
of2015 I was suddenly 
called to an emergency 
meeting with the Vice 
President and Dean of the 
Department where I was 

working. When I walked 
into the office I asked 
if there was a problem. 
The Vice President and 
Dean both looked at me 
strongly and said, 'You're 
fired' and then broke out 
laughing and giving me 
hugs. Both were not only 
colleagues but dear and 
cherished friends as well. 
They explained that I was 
fired because they could 
no longer protect me and 
they had received word 
that the police were going 
to raid the university the 
next day. My termina-
tion was immediate in 
the middle of the term. I 
was quickly and secretly 
escorted off campus and 
had dinner later that 
night with the Dean and 
VP where they explained 
everything to me about 
the political changes in 
the country. 

"While my days in 
China were drawing to 
a close, I had a month 
or two to reflect on my 
years in China and the 
many friends I had made 
over the years, many who 
are still close and highly 
valued and revered. 
China had been my 
second life and in many 
respects my saving grace. 
I am eternally grateful." 

Snader said his first trip 
to Thailand was on Feb. 
5, 2009. 

"It was my first trip 
to physically meet my 
future wife, Kanpitcha, 
who is known to every-
one by her English name, 
Mikky," Snader said. 
"Thailand was a country 
to which I had always 
wanted to travel but 
simply had no objec-
tive reason to do so. 
Once Mikky invited me, 
I was more than eager 
for a variety ofreasons. 
.. Thailand is a beauti -
ful country. Its bodies 
of water and beaches 
are stunningly beautiful 
and it is for this reason 
thatThailandisoneof 
the world's top tourist 

destinations. The cost 
of living is surprisingly 
low." 

But there were some 
cultural things that were 
a bit hard to get used to. 

"I learned that when 
I went shopping with 
and/ or for Mikky I had 
to always walk 20 steps 
behind her which was 
very aggravating to me," 
he said. "This is true 
everywhere in Thailand 
except the famous tourist 
destinations. 

"When one retires, 
he becomes a has-been, 
just like the high school 
football star. after com -
pleting his final game. 
When working, I encoun-
tered new and exciting 
challenging experiences 
every day. That is gone 
now. When working 
there is a high degree of 
respect (if earned) that 
goes along with the job, 
and this gives one a boost 
in self- esteem on almost 
a daily basis. When one 
retires, this becomes 
quickly absent. Working 
gives one a sense of pur-
pose and value in life. As 
human beings, we need a 
genuine purpose in life. 
We need to value our-
selves and others value 
and respect us as well." 

Snader's death stopped 
his latest plans as he 
was still contemplating 
starting a small com-
pany in 2020. In addition 
to Snader' s wife and 
6-year-old twin daugh-
ters in Thailand, Dr. 
Snader leaves three sons, 
Atty. Shaun R. Snader of 
Falls Church, Virginia, 
Robert B. Snader Jr. and 
Zachary A. Snader; and 
a daughter, Rebecca E. 
Snader, all from Ohio. He 
was preceded in death by 
his twin brother, Wil -
liam R. Snader. Memorial 
services and interment 
took place in Trang, 
Thailand. Memorials may 
be made to NERS Inc. in 
~ewcomerstown. 



From Shovel To Machine 

An Invention of Great Capacity Revolutionizes the 
Sand and Gravel Business 

Six Men Operating the Machine 
Screen and Load Gravel 

At the rate of 

1500 TONS PER DAY 
One ofNewcomerstown's Citizens 

Makes Use of the 20th Century 
Idea and Achieves Success 

In connection with the recent sale of two modem-devised sand elevators at $5,000 each, 
there hangs an interesting story. About 12 years ago, Mr. R.L. Shoemaker of this city 
began in a small way and with limited means to develop the sand and gravel industry. He 
filled contracts for the Pan Handle railway company with a capacity of2 or j carloads per 
day; and even at this, the company laid a switch to the sand pits located near Coshocton, 
and Mr. Shoemaker kept at it until he realized that he must in some wise increase his 
capacity. This lead to the invention of a sand elevator with a daily capacity of from 1,200 
to 1,500 tons, employing only six men. That's quite a difference between his former and 
latter methods-four laborers and 2 or 3 carloads per day; or 18 laborers and and 60 to 65 
per day. 
This new machine constructed entirely by machine entirely of steel, and steel belts are 
used instead ofleather or rubber. The sand and gravel is elevated from the pit by means 
of metallic cups or buckets, and is separated by screens, the sand being deposited in one 
car and the gravel in another. As the machine completes its work while in motion, it 
sends a perpetual stream of the assorted materials into the cars, and its capacity is thereby 
augmented to a wonderful extent. In fact there is no other machine on the markeihat can 
begin to compete with this one, and for this reason Mr. Shoemaker has been awarded four 
big contracts for sand and gravel for concrete work at Columbus, in the face of several 
competitors. This fact led to the sale of two of his machines for placer gold in South 
Dakota, to parties in Columbus connected with a company known as the Ohio Beaver 
Creek Mining and Development Co., operating in Lawrence county, S. Dakota. On 
Tuesday of this week, Mr. Shoemaker, accompanied by his son Lellan and Henry Hess, 
Esq., left for Columbus, where they were joined by Hon. T.C. Lentz, President, and other 
members of the mining company, enroute for Dakota to install the machines, which 
require slight alterations to do the work of placer mining. At present it costs about 30 cts 
per ton to handle the sand and gravel containing the precious metal, but with the new 
machine this cost can be reduced to 2 or 3cts per ton, besides separating the material into 
convenient form. Of course this will practically revolutionize placer mining, and the 
development of sand and gravel industry as well, which has become one of the greatest 
industries of our land, as concrete material is being used every where in the construction 
of culverts, bridges, buildings, pavements and for many other purposes. Mr. Shoemaker 
was fortunate and wise in his anticipation of this substantial and enormous industry, and 
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• The fashion kingpin and partner :;.;, ·~-;~5y 

were leading benefactors at Kent State Shannon Rodgers 

BY JEWELL CARDWELL 
Beacan Journal stqjf wriler 

Fonner New York fashion king-
pin and women's fashion designer 
Shannon Rodgers died yesterday at 
Robinson Memorial Hospital in Ra-
venna. 

He was 85. 
Mr. Rodgers and his late partner 

Jeny Silvennan donated more than 
$5 million in costumes, antique fur-
nishings and objets d'art in 1981 to 
establish the Kent State University 
Museum and its companion, the 
school of fashion design and mer-
chandising that today bears their 
names. 

Mr. Rodgers was the designer 
and Mr. Silvennan, a lawyer, was 
the business manager behind their 
famous Seventh Avenue business, 
known as Jeny Silvennan Inc. 

· "God was sitting on our shoul-
~ . 

ders all the way," Mr. Silvennan 
said about their successful career. 

Famous for understated elegant 
styles, the two dressed movie stars, 
first ladies and ordinary women 
alike. 

And they counted among their 
friends the Duke and Duchess of 
Wmdsor and actress Marlene Die-· 
!rich. 

Mr. Silvennan died in 1984. 
Before a hip injury and a decline 

in his overall health, Mr. Rodgers 
had SeIVed as associate director, · 
creative director, museum curator 
and adjunct professor at the school. 

Mr. Rodgers, a descendant of 
Johnny Appleseed, was born in 
Newcomerstown. 

Mr. Rodgers studied at the 
Cleveland School of Art, then a part 

See KENT, Page D6 
.(I 

KENT 
• Rodgers described as 
~ble to students 
Continued from Page Dl 

of Western Reserve University, and 
the John Huntington Polytechnic 
Institute. 

Then came World War II. Mr. 
Rodgers had a five-year stint with 
the Anny Transport Service. 

Mr. Rodgers began his career as 
a designer on Broadway before 
Cecil B. De Mille hired him to cos-
tume his production of Cleopatra. 

Mr. Rodgers was the first in-
ductee in Kent's Fashion Hall of 
Fame in 1989. In 1991, he was 
elected a fellow of the Costume So-
ciety of America and he was named 
Outstanding Philanthropist by the 
North/Central Ohio Chapter of the 
National Sociecy of Fund Raising 
Executives. 

Even with his celebrity, Mr. Rod-
gers ·remained accessible to stu-
dents and interested in what they 
thought. Kent State Universicy 
President Carol A Cartwright re-
membered him this way: 

"Shannon Rodgers was an inspi-
ration to Kent State University. Fol-
lowing the death of his partner, Jer-
ry Silvennan, he continued to 
nurture their dream of creating a 
world-class museum and develop-
ing a curriculum for the study of 
fashion at Kent. · 

"Today these two outstanding fa-
' cilities combine to make Kent one 
of the premiere learning environ-
ments in the country for students 
studying fashion design and mer-
chandising." 

Thomas J. Barber, dean of 
Kent's College of Fine and Profes-
sional Arts, said: 

"Those of us who have had the 
privilege of knowing Shannon have 
been awed by his talent, his bound-
less energy and his caring for stu-
dents. We cherish both the man 
and the living legacy he created. 

"Shannon and Jeny brought a 
certain brilliance to Main Street." 

Memorials may be made to the 
Kent State University Museum or 
the Shannon Rodgers Scholarship 
in care of the Kent State University 
Foundation, Kent 44242. 

A memorial service will be an-
· nounced later. 



Dot and a Dash 
. by Dotty Lane 

This week has been taken up by calls from across the country, 
mourning the death of Shannon Rodgers. While Rodgers was the 
benefactor and became the associate curator of the Kent State Univer-
sity Museum, he was also my friend for more than 25 years. 

Of all the designers on Seventh A venue when I began covering the 
: hows, Shannon and Jerry were the favorites. They had time for 
• veryon~ It never mattered that ours was a small paper. 

What a privilege it was to stop in their beautiful Park A venue 
.partment for drinks after the shows. I was there the day the amber 
1ecklace came from Moshe Dayan of Israel that can now be seen at the 
nuseum. They took me to lunch at Le Cirque, dinner at La Grenouille 
nd "21." They opened doors for me from New York to Los Angeles. 

--- ' 
Both Shannon a.nd his late partner, Jerry Silverman, were men of 

mcommon charisma and a talent for making things beaqtiful. New 
fork fashion doyen, Eleanor Lambert, said, "Shannon was one of 
he pillars of American fashion and won't be forgotten. His courage 
ind dedication that ended with that wonderful school and museum 
s something for everyone to admire." 

Eleanor brought American fashion to the forefront and she 
ielleves that the to men affected the way the fashion world 
1perated. "They had a holistic view about fashion, how it fitted into 
ife in general. They gave the fashion industry a new dimension. 
!'hey gave it a dignity it hadn't had before. They infused it with a 
:ulture," she told me when I was in New York. 
Shannon's friend and designing colleague, Pauline Trigere, was 

lso deeply touched by Shannon's death. "Shannon was one of my 
ldest friends, and Jerry. They were the most generous people. 
'heir parties were the best, the chicest, the most fun. Shannon was , 
o knowledgable and had such great taste. In antique clothes, he 
new what he was collecting, he learned their quality and beauty 
nd had a devotion and respect for the clothes." 

Brage Golding, who was KSU president when the gift was given, 
aid, "He had a very big heart. He was a caring, generous benefacfur 
nd the university will be poorer for his loss." . 

Architect Ted Curtis, who was responsible for planning the renova-
,on of the museum building, was speaking from his home in California 
then he said, "Shannon's generosity, talent, warmth, charm and 
lUghter will continue to reverberate throughout the KSU Museum, 
chool, community, the fashion world and our hearts. We must continue 
o fulfill their dreams of the "Gift to the Nation." They left a 1reat 
!gacy with KSU." 

And current museum director, Jean Druesennw, said. "Shannon was 
ne most generous of men - giving to all of us through the warmth of 
tis personality and humor and through the passion with which he 
created exhibitions and collected beautiful things. We will miss his 
toundless enthusiasm for life and art." 

"He was a creator of beauty," said Jerry Schweigert, owner or 
tie Inn of Kent. It was in Schweigert's apartment that Shannon 
mtertained such luminaries as John Weitz, Mary McFadden, Judith 
Lieber, Zandra Rhodes and, yes, even Prince and Princess Michael 
dK~ · 

"He could create beauty out of anything," Schweigert said, 
' referring to the way in which Shannon was awed by the beauty of 

nature and of his surroundings. "He was a great friend." · 
And Thomas Barber, dean of the College of Fine and Prof& 

' slonal Arts at KSU, was also a friend. "Shannon's zest for life was 
· like a fabric masterpiece - each thread abounding with vibrant 

color, creativity and Inspiration to accent the uniqueness of the 
designe~. He left an indelible imprint on our hearts. 
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Newcomerstown 
· Native Noted 
As Designer 
Norman Bel Geddes left New-

comerstown at the age of l!I He 
had a noted career that mclud-
ed commercial designing ~tage 
and movie productions and in-
ventions. 

He was married twice and 
had two daughtP.rs by liis fil'st 
wife, from whom he was 
vorced in 1933. 

He became famous afte1 
signing the stage setting~ 
"The Miracle" in the 1920's . 

His last visit here was in 
-Iune of 1941, when he spent a 
weekend wa .h an auni an.. 10 -1 
cle, the late Mr. and Mrs W. 
A. Beers, North College st 

"I may retire in Newcomers-
town sometime," he said then.

1 :"This is where I started and I 
,don't have ties any place e1se." 1 
I His home was located on 
'M.ain st. just east of the (.; :1 nd 
~· tracks. He did much pamting 
thece, often using his youthful 
hompanions as models. 
· At one time he used to de-
liver groceries for his uncle 
Melancthon Yingling, w :i o s e l 
~tore was located on Main st. 

In Newcomerstown, ,;cddes 
also tried his hand at show busi-
ness. Once he formed the Ji~m
~jre Stock C::O. Their first show 
was staged at West Lafayette. 
He .remembered that "t be 
sliow was so bad we had to 

·leave by the back door." 
Another of his show flings 

was a "magic show• with him-
self as the magician. fh1s one 
,WllB staged in a theater where 
the' Athletic club on &idge st. 
used to stand. 

He recalled that he pulled a· 
goo~e from a lady's coat andl 

at his mother was shocked. 
'';[ suppose if it had been a 
af.bit, it would have !>een all 

rlght," he said. · 
Credited willn o r i g n a ti n g 

"streamlined" design, Geddes 
traduced innovations in pro-
nctions which ranged f r o m 
ante's "Divine Comedy" to 

'!Dead End," which he also 
roduced. 
Norman Bel Geddes died sud-
nly of a heart attack in New 



The May 16 Hot Line item about Barbara Bel 
Geddes's background brought a reply from New-
comerstown Mayor C.R. Yingling, who says her 
family was from Newcomerstown. 

The question was, "Was the family of Barbara 
Bel Geddes from Newcomerstown?" The infor-
mation in Hot Line came from Who's ,Who in 
America, to which celebrities send their own 
biographical information. Apparently, Bal'bara, 
Bel Geddes did not mention her father's Newcom-
erstown origin, so it did not appear in the book. 

Yingling's letter states, "The family (father 
Norman Bel Geddes) was from Newcomerstown. 
They lived at 130 E. Main St . Barbara Bel Geddes 

Hot Line 
Anna Lee &end.za 

is the only daughter of the late Norman Bel 
Geddes, the noted theatrical designer and author. 

"Norman Bel Geddes was the elder son of 
Luella Yingling Geddes and Clifton R. Geddes. 
Norman attended school in Newcomerstown. 
Barbara Bel's mother was, I believe, from 
somewhere over east. She and Norman wel'e 
married after he had left Newcomerstown for 
New Yol'k City to mold his fame. Luella Yingling 
Geddes and I were second cousins and I now am 
the 'lastoftheMohicans' in this area." 



NINETY YEARS AGO I 
- 1930 ~ :l. cg 

Norman Bel Geddes, a 
native of Newcomerstown, 
is named official director 
of lighting at the Chicago 
World's Fair in 1933. 

S.A. Neighbor enters the 
insurance business. 

Joseph Daugherty and 
John Atkinson graduate 
from Ohio State. 

Newcomerstown Boy 
Scouts are given permission 
to use the old Opera House 
room abov~ the mayor's 
office for meetings. 



Newcomerstown 
Native Noted 
As Designer 
Norman Bel Geddes left New-

1 comerstown at the age.of 19 He 
had a noted career that mclud-

1·ed commercial designing :;tage 
and movie productions and in-

\ ventions. 
He was married twice and 

\
had two 9aughtP.rs· by nis flcst 

l
wife, from whom he was di-
vorced in 1933. 

! 
He became famous aftei 

signing the stage setting> 
"The Micacle" in the t920's. 

His last . visit here was in. 

!June of 1941, when he spE:nt a 
weekend 1\·1t li a:, aur. 11:. u-
cle, the late .Mr. and Mrs W. 
A. Beers, North College st 

"I may retire in Newcomers-
·town sometime," he said then. 1 

"This -is .where I started and I 
don't have ties any place e1se."' 

His home was located on 
Main st. just easl of the •.: and 
M. tracks. He did much pamting 
thece, often using his youthful 
companions as models. 

At one time he used to ae-
1liver groceries for his uncle 
~'[elanctbon Yingling, w :i o s e 
,store was located on M·ain ~l. 

In Newcomecstown. ;.i~ddes 
also tried his hand at show busi-
ness. Once he formed the Em-
pire Stock Co. Their first show 
was staged at Wesl Lafayette. 
\He remembered that "t h e 

!show was so bad we had to 
leave by the back door." 

Another of his show flings 
was a "magic show• with him-
self as the magician. l'lm one 
was staged in a theater where 
,the Athletic club on Bcidge st. 
used to -stand. 

He recalled that he pulled a 
goose from a lady's coal and 
that his mother was shoeked. 
"I suppose if it bad been a• 
·rabbit, it would have been all 
·right,'' he said. 

Credited wil•n or i g n a ti n g 
"streamlined" design, Geddes 
introduced innovations in pro-
ductions which ranged f r o m. 
Dante's "Divine Comedy" to 
"Dead End," which he also 
produced. 

Norman Bel Geddes died sud-
denly of a heart attack in New 

\Artist Showed 
Abilities Here 

Among the many natives and 
fvrmer residents of Newcom-
erstown who have gained fame 
for the village Is Norman Bel 
Geddes, theatrical and indus-
trial designer. 

Bel Geddes first 
artistic ability in Newcomers-
town scho.:1ls where his draw-
ings during classes led him into 
the principal's office. 

His mother was the former \ 
Flora Luella Yingling a native 
of Newcomerstown, and many 
of Bel Geddes' early years were 
spent there vi~iting his grand-
parents Malanct'Vn and Cather-
ine Yingling. 

, Although born irl Adrian, 
; Mich., April 27, 1893, Bel Ged-
des conside1·ed Newcomerstown 
his home town and his book 
"Miracle in the Evening" re-
lates many of his adventures as 
a youngster there. 

At the time he was involved 
in the drawing controversy ·in 
the Newcomerstown school his 
mother was employed as music 

. ~upervisor in New Philadelphia I 
f:Chools. Soon after the drawing l 
i11cident tha b'Jy transferred to 
Front Street school here. 

His first act there was ro 
cover the blackboard with col-
C1red chalk caricatures of his 
teacher and principal. As a re-
sult he was expelled. 

Soon after this J. Hal Dona-
hey, cartoonist at the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer, wrote to Bel 
Geddes and told him he had had 
a similar experience in school 
here and advised him to get 
into art school and CGncentrate I 



The men who made the Kent State University Museum 
and school of fashion possible. Siiverman. left, and 
Rodgers. right. 

Actor Cliff Robertson. Rodgers and Designer Bob Mack-
le at the museum's opening "Dazzle." 

)eslgner Pauline Trlgere. Rodgers and former Miss 
\merlca Bess Myerson. 
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. J ·shannon Rodgers; 
:Fash ion Designer 
For Stars Was 85 

RAVENNA, Ohio, Jan. 10 (AP) -
Shannon Rodgers, who dressed mov-
ie stars, first ladles and many others 
In the 1960's and 70's as the designer 
for the Seventh Avenue business Jer-
ry Silverman Inc., died on Tuesday 
at Robinson Memorial Hospital here. 

He was 85 and had qeen a longtime 
resident of New York City before 
moving. to Kent, Ohio, in 1987. 

Mr. Rodgers was the designer, and 
Mr. Silverman, a lawyer, was the 
business manager behind the house, 
known Jor the understated elegance 
of its styles. They were favored by 
Lady Bird Johnson, Pat Nixon and a 
number of Hollywood actresses. 

Mr. Rodgers retired in 19n. Mr. 
Silverman died in 1984. 

In J981, Mr. 'Rodgers and Mr. Sil· 
verman donated more than $5 m:ll-
lion in costumes, antique furnishings 
and art objects to establish· the Kent 
State University Museum and its 
companion, the school of fashion de-
sign and merchandising that bears 
their names. 

Before a decline in his health, Mr. 
Rod~ers had served as associate di-
rector, creatiye director,· museum 

. curator and' . adjunct professor at 
I Kent State. 

He was born in Newcomerstown, 
Ohio, and began his career as a 
designer on Broadway. Mr. Rodgers 
was later hired by Cecil B. DeMllle 
to design the costumes for his 1934 
film "Cleopatra," and thl.s led to a 
number of positions designing cos-
tumes for Hollywood productions. 

Mr. Rodgers was the first inductee 
in Kent State's Fashion Hall of Fame 
In 1989. In 1991, he was elected a 
fellow of the Costume Society of 
America, and he was named Out-
standing Philanthropist by the 
North/Central Oh~o Chapter of the 
National Society of Fund-Raising 
Executives. 
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The parties given by Shannon Rodgers and Jerry Siiverman were legend, this one In 
their apartment on Central Park West In New York. overlooking the city's skyline. 
Actress Donna Reed can be seen smlllng and dancing at left. Siiverman dancing In 
the center and Rodgers at right. 



34 RECORD-COURIER Ravenna-Kent. Ohio Sunday. ~anuary 14. 1996 

An orlglnot sketch by Shan-
non Rodgers. Shannon Rodgers with buyers In his showroom. 



- STAPlES 

gown designed by Rodgers. center. 
t television program. and Siiverman. 

At left, Rodgers receives an honorary doctor of hu-
mane letters degree In 1988 from Provost Terry Roark, 
left, and Dean Robert Powell, right. Above. Rodgers' 
home In Newcomerstown, "Buckhorn." 

Siiverman, left, leaves the KSU Student Center with 
Prince and Princess Michael of Kent. Enaland In 1982. 



Dinah Shore In a gown designed by Rodgers. center. 
for her Chevrolet television program. and Silverman. 
rlaht. 

At left. Rodgers receives an honorary doctor of hu-
mane letters degree In 1988 from Provost Terry Roark. 
left. and Dean Robert Powell. right. Above. Rodgers' 
home In Newcomerstown. "Buckhorn." 

Silverman. left. leaves the KSU Student Center with 
Prince and Princess Michael of Kent. Enaland In 1982. 
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By Dotty Lane 
Record-Courier 'fashion editor 

When Shannon Rodgers and Jerry Silverman gave their collection of 
period costumes, art, furniture and cash to Kent State University, it was 
really a ••gift to the nation'' and a legacy that will live on now that 
they are gone. 

Rogers, a native Ohioan who designed costumes for the stars of 
Hollywood and clothes for discriminating women, and Silvellt\an, a 
Harvard Law School graduate who gave up his law practice to go into 
the fashion business, developed the Jerry Silverman dress house in New 
York. The two very successful partners left "all their worldly goods" 
to the museum 1µ1d' school that they hoped would offer future students a 
chance to learn about fashion ,jn a way they never otherwise could at 
Kent State University. 

Silverman died in 1984, a year before the museum opened. But he 
left Rodgers with the charge, ''Get the job done and get it done right.'' 
This Rodgers did. The museum opened in 1985 amid great fanfare 
which drew celebrities, even royalty, for a dazzling evening tru!t was 
called "Dazzle." The school which bears their names opene& in 1990: 

'Phese men, were very m®b a P'tft of ~moan. ~-t'l 
Fa,laloaablO' womoa 'hail' alwS;YS Jooked ~ ~r.for ·tf:ielii . . _ . . . .• 

.._ __ --::lVar_.I! ohf'"'""- •"- that. ..:A:nd-.tbe' i...4. irs11'iioi:lr--wtrlcl1t-1b0tew~~reri~ 
Silverman label became an integral part of New York's largest industry, 
the garment industry. 

"These men filled a niche we now call 'bridge,"' designer Bill Blass 
said, clothes that were fashionable, yet affordable. Rodgers designed 
clothes for Broadway and Hollywood stars, first ladies, the wives of 
business men and career women across the country in a decade of 
glamour and creativity. Silverman did the selling. Their clothes were 
showcased in Bergdorf Goodman's first boutique and other designers 
jumped on the bandwagon. It started a trend that caught in all over the 
nation. 

They were also very much a part of the era's social life. They gave 
glittering parties in places like the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Brighton 
Pavilion in England, but most popular of all, in their own apartment, 
which was filled with beautiful things. 

They traveled the world over, collecting beautiful things along the 
way. And Rodgers had a fascinating story to tell about each and every 
experience. 

"It was through Shannon's selfless determination and. foresight that 
the museum and school became a reality. Today .... these two facilities ... 
combine to make Kent one of the premier learning environments in the 
country for students studying fashion design and merchandising," said 
KSU President Carol Cartwright. 

Thomas Barber, dean of the College of Fine and Professional Arts, 
said. "The men brought magnificence and splendor to Main Street Kent 
with their treasures and Shannon's exhibitions." 

4 

Rodgers In his mllltary uni-
form. 

Rodgers' birthday party at 
the Eiffel Tower. 
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