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Christmas spent overseas

Lean Qbf\( r

during time of conflict

BY LEMAN CLARK
Christmas means different things
for many people. For most it is the
birth of the Christ Child.

For me a lot of Christmases have
been different. Mostly was the going
home for Christmas when our
parents were living. There were nine
of us offspring so you can imagine
the Christmas we would have.

My recollection of my first present
was a teddy bear. They are certainly
advertised for this Christmas.

I did miss five of those
Christmases in times of war. Four
were in World War II and one was in
the Korean Conflict.

My first Christmas away from
home, I was in Mississippi; the se-
cond, in Texas; the third, in Belgium
after coming out of the Battle of the
Bulge; and the fourth in France,
waiting to be sent back to the United
States, in 1945.

My fifth Christmas was still dif-
ferent. After being called up for ac-
tive duty for the Korean Conflict,
leaving behind this time a wife and a
four-month-old daughter, I landed
on Korean soil on Christmas Day,
1950.

So now it is over. Our family gets
together at Christmas because of
one thing: the birth of the Christ
Child.

V’[ ] of F{‘UCJ‘\C“)(

Is this the last march?

Editor, The News:

Hopefully, this will not be the last year that the Memorial Day march to
the East State Street Cemetery will be held.

The World War II veterans are getting to the age that not many can par-
ticipate any more. It will be up to the Vietnam veterans to keep the tradition
going.

Sure, the putting up flags and the service at the cemetery will continue,
but not the march,

Memorial Day is the honoring of those who gave the supreme sacrifice in
any of our country’s conflicts.

If Memorial Day is just another holiday from work so our people can

, play, then we might as well do away with it.
So don’t let this happen. Let’s all do our part to honor those who gave -

their all.
Leman D. Clark
Member of the Memorial Day committee
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Bowling alley open

Leman Clark II has a big smile
these days and if you stop and listen
you might be able to hear why.

That rumble you hear that sounds
like thunder are bowlers at Clark’s
new “Cy Young Lanes.” which just
opened last week in Newcomer-
stown. The new alley is located off
Mill Street behind B&G Perforating
on State Street on the west side of
Newcomerstown.

Clark achieved his dream of open-
ing anew bowling alley through a lot
of hard work and dedication, even
when a lot of other people didn't
think there was a chance he could

ake it work.

#¥he engahegan  vhen Qiark and
Randy Schworm purchsaed the for-

mer Emerald Lanes on West State
Street. However, soon afier, the two
lost their lease on the building and
Clark was forced to pull the lanes
themselves out of the business and
put them into storage as he began the
search for financial backing for a
new building.

Purchasing Schworm’s share of
the business, Clark began offering
limited stock shares in the new busi-
ness and with a lot of talking to
potential investors and persever-
ance, he came up with the funds to
begin construction late last year.

After that, it was a matter of time
as he and his family: watched:the
contractors bring the building.into
shape. Clark"$ iather, et i

(a well-known local bowler), was
one of the frequent visitors 10 the
site.

Clark helped move the lanes from
storage into the new building and
began making the final steps neces-
sary to open the doors. That day
came on Sunday, Feb. 14, Valen-
tine’s Day. Clark said he didn’t
know whether he would be able to
open that day so the only advertising
was by word of mouth. That was
enough as they were bowling to mid-
night, according to reports.

Now the doors are open for regu-
lar business and Clark is inviting
area residents to come and see the
new facility (seq, advertisement ¢1
f'age‘ﬁqgt
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P.risoner of war and his

Editor’s note — The 40th anniver-
sary of VE (Victory in Europe) Day
is Wednesday, May 8. The News
presents a story about fwo local
men’s experience in the war and a
list of Newcomerstown residents
who served in World War II.

BY RAY BOOTH
News editor

Passing by his liberators on the
road from the German prisoner of
war camp at Merseberg, William
Ourant of Scio never realized he was
walking past someone who would
resurface in his life.

By the same token, Leman Clark
of Newcomerstown never realized
one of those prisoners of war would
come to his hometown.

Despite living in Newcomerstown
for over 40 years, the two men had
never realized they had passed each
other on that road in Nazi Germany
shortly before the war ended, until a
picture of Ourant with his special
‘‘Prisoner of War"’ license plates ap-
peared in the Newcomerstown News
; several years ago.

% : Leman contacted Ourant and the

Bill Ourant and Leman Clark ensuing conversation revealed the

! two men had been at the same place

; il on April 30, 1945, just outside the
prison camp at Merseberg.

Qurant had joined the Air Force
and was piloting his second mission
over Germany when shot down with
a crew of 11. Four men bailed out
while the other seven went down
with the bomber to make what
Ourant’s belly gunner called the
smoothest landing Ourant had ever
made.

Despite being able to see the Rhine
River and safety, the plane just
couldn’t make it and came down in a
clearing on the side of a hill near a
German gun position. Ourant said
the Germans were there with their
guns drawn before they could get out
of the plane. Two of those who had
bailed out were also captured while
two others never returned.

The first prison camp was at
Wetzlar and then Ourant was moved
to a camp at Stuttgart before the
final stop at Merseberg.

Ourant said the two greatest hard-
ships of the stay in the prison camps,
which was only about a month, was a
lack of food. He went from 160
pounds to only 110 pounds on his 6-1
frame, using a spoon carved from
wood for soups made with potatoes
and carrots.

The prisoners walked from camp

e e g
-

Clark in the archin 1945
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o Mrs, AgneslL, Guy, 86, of the Riverside Manor Nursing and Rehabiita-
tion Center, died at 3:45am, Thursday (April 5, 1990) at the cenier follow.
ing a lengthy iliness. I
She was born March 16, 1904, in Coshocion County, daughicr of (¢ Temple. Address
latc William R, ang Sarah Jones Hall, She was a former partner with Guy
Grocery Swore for 50 years, 2
She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles B. Guy, on Junc 1,
1984, They were marricd on Sept. 10,1924, Also preceding her in death were
two brothers and one sister,
Mrs. Guy leaves WO sons, Bayliss J. Guy of Newcomerstown and
Bradley Guy of Beach City: one daughter, Mrs. Leman (Freda) Clark of y, not Date prepared
cweomersiown; two sisters, Mrs. Ethel McCullough of Newcomerstown hart. Phone
and Mrs. Mabel Vasbinder of Escondito, Calif; 12 grandchildren; and 16 ( )
great-grande hildren,
Services were Saturda

Memorial contribuyg

with the Rev, Ray

Y at the Addy Funera} Home in Newcomersiown
Snyder officiating. Buria| was in West

ions could be made 1o the American

Lawn Cemciery.
Cancer Socicy y.




r recall experience

ut for the
0 escape
€ war was
13, the se-
ther than
tant bom-
sitions by

ir guards,
uses along
He had one
in’t smoke
rarettes for

that stayed
vior of the

e said were
sirane went

“You have to remember they were
bombed often,” Ourant said. “You
can imagine us walking through the
village in our flight uniforms right
after they had been bombed.”

Clark was part-of the 99th Divi-
sion, 395th Infantry, which was mak-
ing a sweep across the southern por-
tion of Germany and included the
prison camps. On his birthday, April
30, 1945, Clark was one of the men at
Merseberg.

‘““There wasn’t too much combat at
that time,” Clark remembered. He
said he was struck by the number of
nationalities at the prison camp,
which housed 20,000 prisoners.

Rath men were out of the service

stateside for a leave and then being
discharged shortly after being sent
to a base in Miami, Fla., in

September, 1945. Clark was } “
discharged in January of 1946 after i |
staying in Europe as part of the oc- !

cupation forces. He then came back
to Newcomerstown and started work
again at what was the Heller

Brothers Tool Co. Ourant went to |

embalming school in Cincinnati and
then came to Newcomerstown in
1948 to open the Ourant Funeral
Home.

The career moves were successful
for the two men as Clark worked at
Heller's for 42 years (with service

time) and Qurant is still operating |

the funeral home, along with his
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