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BH/Julie Brown‘
Hiland FFA member Russel Kandel gives a newly planted bush a
refreshing spray from the hose.

Future Farmers of
America program
emphasizes service

By Mindy Feikert and Jen Barnhart

If there was ever a question in your mind that teenagers
are positive role models and do contribute in positive ways
to the community, you need look no further than to your
local FFA chapter in the public schools.

Everything from raising money for burn victims, coor-
dinating petting zoos for senior citizens and children, col-
lecting and distributing for Share-A-Christmas and con-
ducting farm safety programs, to landscaping around the
schools, are examples of what FFA members are contribut-
ing back to the community.

“Community service projects are part of FFA,” said
Dan Fulk, agricultural education instructor at Northwestern
High School in Wayne County. “Giving back to the com-

munitv has been a tradition in the asricnlmral commnnitv



Family Tree Topper: A book might be written on the injustice of tt

COUSIN CHART

Children of first cousins are second cousins.
Children of second cousins are third cousins.

Children of third cousins are fourth cousins, etc.

The term ‘removed" is not used as long as the
cousms referred to are in the same generation.

“If éousins are a generation apart then the term
"once removed" is used.

This handy-dandy chart has appeared in about a dozen
genealogical publications recently, lastly in the Larmer
County Genealogical Society (PO Box 9502, Fort Colhns
CO 80525-9502) publication.
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CARD OF THANKS

The family of Lorene Fowler is
very grateful for all the love, sup-
port, concern and care expressed
through visits, calls, cards and gifts
of food, flowers and donations.

We especially thank Rev. Ken-
neth Andersen, pall bearers,
Coshocton County Memorial Hospi-
tal’s ICU unit and fourth floor, and
Given-Dawson Funeral Home of
West Lafayette for its excellent
service.

Lloyd Fowler

Melinda Reilly

Alice Porteus

Joyce Fossa
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"Sons of my late husband* = John Chambers, Joseph
Chambers

Executor: Son Samuel Chambers
Witnesses: Amos Sweeny, Jean Patterson, James Morrison

Dated: April , 1814 Recordeds May term, 1814
HAMMOND, George Page 67

Names: Wife - Elizabeth Hammond
Sons = Harry Hammond, Shandy Hammond, Resin Hammondd,
Thomas Hammond, Talbot Hammond, Charles Hammond
Daughter = Rebecca Hammond
Mentions: Land in Jefferson & Guernsey Cos¢,.0hio
Executorss Wife Elizabeth Hammond, son Charles Hammond
Witnessess John McCormack Sr., Samuel McCormack, John Mc-
Cormack Jre., Thomas McCormack

Dated: April 26, 1810 Recordeds July term, 1814
MARSHAL, James, of Charlestown Page 70

Names: Sons - Samuel Marshal, James Marshal, John Marshal
Daughters = Mary Marshal, Rebeccah Marshal, Agnes
Marshal, Elisabeth Marshal
Executors: Son James Marshal, John Agnew, Robert Marshall
Witnessess Jacob Slagle, Jesse Edgington, S. Connell

Dated: May 24, 1814 Recorded: July term, 1814
| % POWLER, John Page 72

Namess Wife = Christianna Fowler

Sons - Johnsey Fowler, William Fowler
Executors: Sons William Fowler & Johnsey Fowler
Witnesses: John McComb, Yattan Minniv

Dateds July 7, 1814 Recorded: Aug., term, 1814
WELLS, Henry Page 73

Names: Wife = Jemimah Wells
Sons = Darius Wells, Nathaniel Wells
Daughters - Airy Pumphry, Elizabeth Owings, Editha

Pumphry, Minerva Wells, Lah Wells, Miranda Wells

Brother - Bazaleel Wells

Mentionss Land in Licking Co., Ohio

Executor:s Brother Bazaleel Wells

Witnessem: Thos, Hill, Jas. Doddridge, Lewis Browning

Dated: Feb., 9, 1814 Codicils Aug. 18, 2814
Recorded: Oct. term, 1814
COWAN, Hugh Page 77

Names: Wife - Isabella Cowan
Daughter = Margaret Cowan
Executorss James Ewing, Samuel Carothers
Witnesses: Thos. Jarrett, Richard McClure, Robert McCaskey

Dateds Nov. 12, 1814 Recorded: Nov, term, 1814

15



Daughter=in=law = Mary, wife of Silas Hedges
Executors: Sons William Hedges & Abraham Hedges
Witnesses: Wm, Vanse, James Vanse, David Coleman

Dated: r 6, 1820

KRIDER, Daniel, of Fayette Co., Pa. Page 167

Names: Wife = not by name
Son - Obediah Krider
Daughters = Malinda Krider, Rachel Fairfield, Eliza=
beth Krider -
Mentions:s Land inherited from his father in New Castle Co.,
Del.s land in Philadelphia, Pa.j land in
Frankfort, Ky.
Executorss Samuel Cope, Thomas Patterson
Witnesses: Samuel Richuchue, Jacob Cook, Nat. Clark

Dateds J 26, 1808

Note: On Oct. 9, 1821, the above executors refused to serve,
Witnesss John Shrive

Notet On Jan. 25, 1822, Sophiah Krider, widow of Daniel,
asked that her brother, William Fowler, be appointed

administrator.
+« XWitnesses: Jacob Fowler, Daniel Fowler
CALLENDINE, Daniel Page 169

Names: Wife = not by name
Sons = Martin Callendine, Daniel Callendine, Abraham
Callendine, Henry Callendine
Daughters - Elisabeth Fowler, Margaret Vincent
Grandson = Daniel Wartenbe
Granddaughter = Sarah Wartenbe _
Relation not given = Francis Wartenbe, Hinson Whellor
Executors None named
Witness: James McCamant

Dated: July 3, 1820

HILL, Thomas Page 171

Names: Son=in-law = John Rogers
Grandsons ‘= Thomas Rogers, John Rogers, Henry Rogers,
William Rogers, George Rogers, Michel Rogers, Jo-
seph Rogers, Alfred Rogers
Granddaughters = Jane Rogers, Elisa Rogers, Harriette
Rogers, Prettyann Rogers
Executors:s Grandson Thomas H. Rogers, Moses Congleton Esq.,
Patrick Tiernan
Witnesses: John Rogers, Henry Bowman, Absalom Buckingham,
Nathaniel Nelson

Dateds July 29, 1820

ATKINSON, George 1 Page 173
Names: Sons « Thomas Atkinson, James Atkinson

24




Nemess Wife - Margaret Stephens
Sons - William Stephens, Jacob Stevhens
Daughters - Juliana Stephens (decd.), Anna Stephens,
Mary Churchman, Mazrgaret Clemmons, Elizabeth liax-
well, lartha Lower
Executors: Son William Stephens, Robert Moore
Witnesases: Jno. Ce Campbell, Jacob Churchman, Elias Magers
Dated: May 23, 1832 Recorded: Jan. term, 1838

MARKS, James Pagre 122

Namess VWife = Sarah S. liarks
Brothers - William Marks, Samuel Marks
Sister - Elizabeth White
Nephews - James M, White; James, son of William Marks;
John, son of William Marks
Nicces - Sarah, dnughter of Samuel Marks; Mary, daugh-
ter of Samuel Merks; Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel
Ilarks
xecutors Thomas McCarty
Witnessest Jno. C. Campbell, Reason Reeves, Mary Marks
Dated: Sept., 9, 1837 Codicil: Nov. 5, 1837
Recorded: Nov., term, 1837

DOUBLAZIER, Henry Page 127

Names: Wife = Nancy Doublazier
Brother - William Doublazier
Daughter - Suszn Elizabeth Coublazier t

Executors: Jonn IMendel, Robert Noore 1

Witnesses: Deniel Polsley, John lLiendel ;

Dzated: Nov. 29, 1837 Recorded: Jan. term, 1838

TVATIR, Nathan Page 129

Names: Wife - Sarah Thair
Sons - Nathan Their, James Thair
Daughters - Philenia lielvin, Alzina llelvin, Anne R.
Lathern, Violette Thair

Executors: Wife Sarsh Thair, son-in-law William Lathern

Witnesses: Robert Scott, J. C., [IcCown

Dated: Feb. 6, 1837 Recorded: March term, 1837
% FOWLER, William Page 130

Names: Vife - not by name
Sons -~ Daniel Fowler, William Fowler
Executors: Sons Daniel Fowler & William Fowler, Adam Kuhn
Witnessess John Hindmen Jr., Richard Clayton
Doteds May 18, 1836 Recorded: Oct. term, 1836

MOOREHEAD, James Page 131

Names: Wife - Elizabeth Moorehead
Son - John Moorehead (minor)
Daughter - Mary Ann Moorehead (minor)
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PUMPHRY, Ann

Names: Nephew - Richard Boone
Niece = Ann Pumphry
Executor: Richard Boone

Witnesses: Joseph Wheatley, Sarah Williams, Susanna Williams
Dateds Oct. 25, 1813 Recorded: March term, 1815

ORLTON, Hugh

Namess Son - John Orlton

Daughters = Rachel Morgan, Jane Burson, Tamer Orlton
Executor: James Burson

Witnessess James McCammant, John Magers
Dateds March 24, 1815 Recordeds March term, 1815

ADAMS, Samuel

Namess Sons = William Adams, Samuel Adams (decd.)
Daughters - Ann Buchanan, Barbara Fduls, Mary Wells
Granddaughter - Margaret McConnell

Ikooutorde  Hon WELL Yam Adname, John Baelisnan

Witnennamy  John MeCormack Br., James Connell, John MoCor-
mack, Adam Willson, Aaron Willoon

Page 79

Page 81

Page 82

Dated: Aug. 18, 1813 Recordeds March term, 1815
SMITH, Fergus Page 8k

Names: Wife - Elisabeth Smith
Sons = Fergus Smith, William Smith, Henry Smith,
George Smith

Daughters - Mary Smith, Elizabeth Smith, Jean Lefler,
Lydia Sutherton

Relation not given = Rachel Craford (decd.), Ann
McGeehan
Mentions: Debts in Maryland
Executorss Wife Elisabeth Smith, son George Smith
Witneasoss Thomas McCleary, Enoch Fowler
Not_dnted Reocordeds Feb, term, 1815

CALWELL, Robert

Nnmerss Wife = Sarnh Calwell
Children - not by name ,
Executors: Willliam Lee, John Edgington, Danforth Brown, ]
Oliver Brown Jr. i
Witnesses: John Orr, David Snider, George Brown, Stephen

Page 85

e

Calwell |

Dateds Nove 181 Recordeds Nov, term, 1815 :
MARKS, Alexander Page 37 ;
Names: Wife = Mary Marks §

Sons = John Marks, Thomas Marks, Samuel Marks, James

16



FOWLER, Joseph v/ Pege 144

Names: Nephew = Richard Fowler
Executors: John Pittenger Esq., Jonethan Allison
Witnesses: T. Bambrick, Wm. B, Fowler

[eteds Nov. 26, 1838 Recorded: March term, 1840
DICKSON, Susanna Page 145

Names: Husband - Samuel Dickson (decd.)
Brothers - Francis Wells, Robert T. Wells, Caleb
Wells (decd.)
Sisters = Nancy Wells (decdy), Temperance Wells
Sist er=in-law = Rebecca, widow of Caleb Wells
Niece « Malhala, daughter of Nancy Wells
Executor: Erother Francis VWells
Witnesses: David Hervey, J. Loyle
Dateds Nove. 23, 18759 Recorded:s July term, 140

EAGEN, Andrew, of Wellsburg Vrgre LYy

Names: Vife « Jane Hagen
Mother - Anne Hagen
Brothers - Thomas Fagen, John Erown Hagen, Williem
Henry Hagen
Sister = Sally Perry
Relation not given = Sarah Jane Langlhezad
Executor: John Mendel
Witnesses: R. liicholls, Wm. Jones, John P, lcCluney

Dated: June 6, 1840 Recorded: June Term, 1840
McDOI'NEL, Isabella Pege 148

Nemess Sons = John McDonnel, Robert KcDonnel, William
McLPonnel, Andrew McDonnel, James licConnel, Cearge
Washington McDonnel

Dauphtorss Blizebeth, wife of Uriuvh v Henshiwy Tui-
bellu Vehonnely Jounn Welonnely Anpgeline, wlfe of
Benjamin Walker

Executors: George Gist, Dr. Edward Smith
Witnessest Hilary Fisher, Thomas CGist

Dated: Oct. 25,1839 Recorded: Sept. term, 1840
WYLIE, John, Sr. Page 150

Names: Sons = Andrew Wylie, John Wylie, David Wylie, Daniel
Wylie, Robert Wylie (decd.)
Daughters = Nancy Lyons, Mary Miller, Elizabeth Wy~
lie, Martha Wylie
Grandsons - Abner Lyons; John, son of David Wylie
Executors: Sons David Wylie & Andrew Wylie
Witnesses: John Crawford, Asa Owings, William Beall

Dated: Auge. 13, 1840 Recorded: Oct. term, 1840
CAMPBELL, James Page 152
51
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Daughters - Jane Park, Ruth Miller, Masy Kimberly,
Catherine Calendine
Grandsons = William Adams, Benjamin Adams, Thomas
Adams, Richard Adams, David Adams, Elzy Adams,
William Calendine, Vincent Calendine, Daniel Cal=-
endine
Granddaughter = Mary Ann Calendine
Executorss Son=in-law Richard Kimberly, nephew Richard Adams
Witnessess James Parkinson, Obed. Creen, Isaac Green
Dateds Feb. 1838 Recordeds May term, 1838

{f{_NEW. John Page 230
§ Namess Wife = Mary Agnew
Son = John Agnhew

i; Daughters = Ann Agnew, Susan Agnew, Rebecca Agnew,
ity Mary Agnew, Alvilda Agnew
2 Nephew - John G. Agnew (minor)

Executor: Son John Agnew
Witnesses:t John C. Campbell, N, Pumphrey, John Coleman

Dateds March 31, 1838 Recorded: June term, 1838

CIRCUIT SUPERIOR COURT OF LAW & CHANCERY = WILL EROOK I

BEALL, Ninian Page 1

Names: Wife = Mary Beall
Sons =~ Samuel Beall, John Beall, Basell Beall, George
Beall, James Beall, Benjamin Beall (decd.)
Daughters = Nancy Beall; Annalisar Lester; Mary, wife
of Henry Hammond; Mary Ann, wife of Willizm Ceash;
Bethann Fisher
Executors: Sons George Beall, James Beall & John Eeall
Witnesses: Rob't Hervey, Arthur Carter, Cornelius H. Gist

Dated: April 5, 1828 Codicilt Nove 12, 1830
Recorded: Octe. L0, 1831

WORK, David Page 2

Names: Daughter - Elisabeth Work

Executors: David Pugh, Thomas Bambrick

Witnesses:s John Pittenger, Richard Fowler

Dated: March 1 1834 Recorded: Oct. 6, 1834

WILLIAMSON, William Page 3

Names: Son - William Williamson
Granddaughter - Charity Williamson
Executor:s None named
Witnesses: David Pugh, Thomas Bambrick
Dated: Jan. 17, 1828 Recorded: Octes 4, 1837

MEEK, Samuel Page 4
Names: Sons =~ Thomas Meek, Robert Meek, Joseph Meek, James
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Daughters - Sarah, wife of Thomas Hannaj; Mary (decd.),
wife of Samuel Wilson; Jean Patterson
Grandsons - James, son of Arthur Pattersonj; John Wil=~
sonj3 Andrew Wilson
Granddaughter = Jean Wilson .
Executors:s Sons Andrew Patterson & Robert Patterson
Witnesses: Moses Congleton, Walter Cain

Dateds June 21, 1817 Recordeds April term, 1818
MeCAUGHAN, Ann Page 115

Namess Brothers -~ Thomas Merchant, Samuel Merchant
Sister=in-law = Prudence Merchant
Nephews - John Merchant, John McMillan (and his wife
Betsy)
Nieces = Prudence Merchant, Ann McConnel
Nephew's children - Mary McMillan, John McMillan,
Catherine McMillan
Executor: John MeMillan Jr
Witnesses: John Wylie, John McMillan

Dateds May 13, 1816 Recorded: June term, 1818
DAVIS, Catherine : Page 116

Names: Sons = Joshua Davis, Benjamin Davis
Daughters = Rachel Davisj; Nancy Davisy Carrie Davisg
Susanna Davis; Ruth (decd.), wife of James Morrowj
Honor Davis
Granddaughter = Rachel Davis
Executorss Joseph Campbell, Robert Campbell
Witnessess Alex. Campbell, George Norris

Dated: Sept. 4, 1818 Recordecd: Dec, term, 1818
THORP, William Page 118

Namess Wife - Rebeckah Thorp
Daughter - Alice Thorp
Handwriting identified by James Marshel and Joseph Doddridge

Dated:s Oct., 14, 1816 Recordeds Dec., term, 1818
HAYS, Robert, late of Rutherfrd Co., Tenn. Page 119

Names: Mother - Elizabeth Hays
Brother - John Hays of Yellow Creek, Dixon Cos., Tenn.
: Sisters = Esther Hays, Jane Hays, Polly Hays
P Executor: Brother John Hays
Witnesses: Henry Stevenson, Jacob Caplan, S. Connell

Dateds April 24, 1818 Recorded: Feb. term, 1819
| MOREHEAD, William Page 120

Namess Sister - Mary Morehead

Executor:s Anthony Willcoxon

Witnesses: Rob't Campbell, Sutton Fowler, John McMillin
Dated:s Apr 0, 181 Recorded: May term, 1819

{ 19




Fowler

Witnesses: John M. Morgan, Joseph Hedges, Samuel Hedges
Dateds May 11, 1821

HEWITT, William Page 187

Names: Wife - Margaret Hewitt
Sons - James Hewitt, Robert Hewitt, Thomas Hewitt
Daughters - Eliza McClure, Nancy Downan, Margaret
Hewitt, Catharine Hewitt

Executort None named
Witnesses:t Jas. Dobbins, Hugh Sprowl

Dated: June 25, 1822

SHRIMPLIN, William Page 188

Names: Wife = Fanny Shrimplin
Son - John Shrimplin
Daughter -~ Rebecah, wife of John Brady
Grandson = William Brady
Granddaughter = Pamelia Brady
Executor: John Brown "merchant of Wellsburgh”
Witnesses:s J. C. Campbell, Pergn. Price, S. Connell

Dated: Sept. 29, 1822

ATKINSON, William Page 191
Names: Brother - John Atkinson
Nephews - William, son of John Atkinson; George, son
of John Atkinson
Relation not given - Sarah Fowler; William Atkinson,
X son of Isaac Elliott
Executorss Nephews William Atkinson & George Atkinson
Witnesses: Thomas Hattery, George Marsh
Dated: May 5, 1823

HENRY, William Page 191

Names: Wife ~ Altha Henry
Sons - William Hugh Henry, John Henry, James Henry,

Isaiah Henry, Robert Henry
Daughters - Jane P, Henry, Sarah Henry, Rachel Henry

Executors: Brother James Henry, John Hendricks
Witnesses: Wme Burt, John Cox
Dated: Sept. 1, 1818

ATKINSON, Thomas Page 193

Namess Wife - Ann Atkinson

Son - John Atkinson (minor)

Other children - not by name
Executors: Wife Ann Atkinson, Jeremiah Browning Jr.
Witnesses: John Goorley, John Willemin, Alexander Potatan

Dateds Oct. 8, 1823

26
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Executors: William Murray, Thomas Bambrick
Witnesses: James Murray, Samuel Cunningham

Dated: Nov. 16, 1830 Recorded: June_term, 1841
WICOFF, Joachaim Page 161
Namesi Son? - Pe}er Wicoff, Cornelius Wicoff, Abraham Wicoff
decd.

Daughters - Nancy, wife of Robert Moore; Caty Wil-
liamson; Hannah Durham; Mary Creitzer; Sarah Scott
Grandson - Samuel Moore
Granddaughter - Hannah, wife of Benjamin Pezall
Executor: Son-in-law Robert Moore
Witnesses: William Aten, John Harshe
Dated: Oct. 13, 1834 Codicils Sept. 4, 1840
Recorded: Sept. term, 1841

PLATTENBURG, George, Senr. Page 164

Namess Wife - not by name
Sons - Jacob Plattenburg, John Plattenburg
Daughter - Mary Plattenburg
Executor: Son Jacob Plattenburg
Witnesses:s Jno. C. Campbell, J. M. Wells, Jas. S. Platten=-

burg
Dated: July 27, 1838 Recorded: Nov. term, 1840
ATKINSON, John Page 165

Names: Wife - Elizabeth Atkinson
Sons - Joseph Atkinson, William Atkinson, George At-
kinson, Thomas Atkinson, James Atkinson, Ephraim
Atkinson
A Daughters - Nancy McKim; Sarah Fowler of Jefferson

Cosy Ohio; Martha Cooper; Eliza Marsh

Executors: Sons Thomas Atkinson & William Atkinson

Witnesses: Nathaniel Wells, Jesse Edgington

Dateds Undated Recorded: Nov. term, 1841

BURT, John Page 166

Names: Wife - Mary Ann Burt (now pregnant)
Brother - Samuel Burt
Father-in-law - Jacob Decamps (decd.)
Mentions: 1/8 share of the Steamboat "Neptune"
Executor: Thos. Jefferson Decamps
Witnessess James Palmer, Lewis Applegate, Jno. M. Wells

Dated: Dec. 23, 1841 Recorded: Feb. 238, 1842
(in New Orleans, La.)
HAGEN, Jane, of Wellsburg Page 168

Names: Husband - Andrew Hagen (decd.)
Daughter -~ Sarah Jane Langhead
Brother = John Grimes

Executor: Brother John Grimes

53




Sons - Matthew Trimble, John Trimble, Walter Trimble,
Samuel Trimble, Robert Trimble
Daughters - Maria Bane, Jane Gordon
Grandson = James Trimble
Executor: Robert Bane
Witnesses: Joseph Waddle, John Waddle

Dated: June 14, 1849 Recorded: July term, 1849
licKINLEY, Jane Page 282

Names: Son = William McKinley
Daughters = Sophia Potts; Jane, wife of Rev. James
Hervey; Mary, wife of Dr. Edward Gilfillan
Daughter-in-law - Ellen (decd.), wife of William Mc
Kinley
Exccutors Son William McKinley
Witnessess  Jno. Brudy, Alexe We Walker
Dnteds July 16, 1846 Recorded: Auge. term, 1849

LEEPER, John Page 283

Names: Sisters - liartha Leeper, Jane leeper

Executor: John Headington

Witnessest George Amspoker, Isaiah Steen

Dated: Undoted Recorded: Dec. term, 1849

FOWLER, William Page 285

Names: Sons - John Fowler, Zadoc Fowler
Grandsons - William Thomas Kelly (minor); William,
son of John Fowler
Executors: Son Zadoc Fowler, son=-in-law George Amspoker
Witnessess Isaiah Steen, Adam Kuhn, Jos. H. Pendleton
Dated: June 18, 1849 Recorded: Dec. term, 1849
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'+ Cross Rouds at intersection of north-south and east-west roads, right center. Mame and
-
for each landowner shown. J.H.Sicker was lirst postmaster,1858; William Fowler had the

. store at s.w.corner of x roads,1860-1874, From Titus'Atlas of Coshocton County,1872.
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FOREWORD

In writing about anything which covera a span >f con-
siderable time, it is essential, I think, to have a focus of
interest. In the case of this attempted genealogy, icterest
hes been focused on the line which procuced the writer,
naturally.

Several arguoents can be cade for this, but the impor-
tant ones are that I have the desire to do it, and that the
forzative years of Richard I, Richard II, Hiram D,, Richard
Price (my father) end myself were spent in whole or in part
on land originally acquired by Richard I. iy father egpent
most sucmers, and jome winters, of his adolescence with hia
paternal grandrarents (Richard II and Sarah) and so heard
most of the farily stories about the early days. He passed
these along to me - he enjoyed the telling and I, the
hearing.

If relatives not in this direct line feel slighted
in any way, I am sorry. This seemed the beat way for me
to do it.

This seems the place, too, in which I should acknowledge
the constant interest, help, and encouragement of my wife,
Eloise Westcn.

Mra. Ralph Overton, my typist, is herself actively in-
terested in family genealogy, and has cade numercus helpful
suggestions.




iy THE FIRST RICHARD

Fowler ' who gave rise to the Coshocton County. Fowlers?
About all we know for sure is what he maid about himself,

i
!
)
i
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i ll Enough of names. What do we know about the Richard %:
{
f
B o and what - in one way or another - tecame incorporated 1|
3 :-‘ into the family story. ﬂ
i Richard I (as we have come to label him, to avoid “
r confusion whoge posgibilities will cmerge as this pregress- ii
¥ k es) onid he cawe from Brooke Co., Virginim, that he was
e 21 years of age and grew tired of working on public romds.
1 Accordingly, when he wae next "warned out" for his 22nd |
i A day, he stuck his axe in a Lree astump and said he'd be
k- - damned if he'd work another day for the State of Virginia.
He then collected his personal effects - receiving a
razor as a goins-away present from his father, the blade
of which i in my possession - and headed for the Ohlo

“‘ River. Reaching the river, he traveled downstream - by
4 “ toat, of course - to Lhe mouth of the Hugkinpum River,
b a then upstream on the Muskinfum to Zaneaville. Thic town A
‘< ' wan named, it meers, for Ebenezer Zane who in 1796 gained 1144
" s congrensional approval of a plan to "hlaze a trail from ‘
b 1 Wheeling, Okio to Mayaville, Ky.". This was known as i

*Zane's Trace”, and wost likely passed through what is
now Zanesville. The town itself is credited to Flienczer's f |

brother Jonathan aud Ebenezer's son-in-law John Feclntyre, t

it e

) ; date 1799. It became the county seat of Huskingum County

R (1804), and included Coshocton C'. (1811), and Holwes Co. i3
E (1824). ]

Zanesville, Ohio's capital from 1610-1812, was undouht-

edly a bustling frontier town when our Richard arrived in

o

e LT

.
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1805. This date comes not from the fanily story, hut
from Hill's "History of Ohio", which was printed in 1881,
and contains a substantial story about him, dealing mostly
with hin as an established citizen of the Zacon Run com-
munity. His own report says that he stopped a short tize
in Zaneaville and did soze carpentry for a person there.
Then he proceeded northward to Cosnocton, a s=all settle-
ment where the Walhonding and Tuscarawas Rivera fora the
Muskinguz, as noted ahove

About 1920, ten rages of notes atout the Fowlers were
the
writer), H. D. P. was of the third generation in Coshocton

.

extrected from Hiram Zuling Fowler, by his grarndson

Co., and possessed a remarksble mexmory for fazily data.
de unifi that Richard Z1 had two brothers, John2 and
Zedicks, or Zed), and a gister Suaand'. Zedick wao a
mgreat violinist", and once played in Washington, D.C.
"hunt Sugsie" was "deaf, high-strung, and nervous", The
Census of 1860 places her in the household of Richard I,
and saye she was 60 years old. H.D.F. said that his father
(Richard II)"paid the way of Uncle 3ill and Aunt Susie, to
take her back to old Ginny" (Virginia). Practically all
of the story of the {irst three generations is from two
interviews with ay Granddad (i[,D.F.). He didn't mention
Richard's (I) parents, tut a note from Nell Barcroft
Kinner, a great granddaugnter of Richard (I) says that
Richard's parents were Richard F*ulezj and Ckristena
Hupkinas.' And that the other children of the couple were

4. and Jt:hnsey‘3 == she didn'% -ention

Chriutenal. Susan
Zedekiah (anoc.{)s. the facous left-handed C(iddler brother
whom Granddad mentioned, [Ilo‘.e, 1966 -- In the West

Virginia Arcnives at Charleston is the record of a will of

a John Fowler, protated in 1814, wnich naces wife
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Christiana (nic), a son Johnsey, and "other children".
Since this John Fowler seeps to have lived in 2rooke Co.,
Virginia, where we know Richard 1 came from to Chio, it
seens possible that his father's nace was John, inasmuch
as two of the other given naces in the will cqrrespﬂnded
to Hell's tecor:lT'a ard to H,D.F.'s mention of John2 as a
brother of Richard I}

By his own account, Richard I was in the village of
Coshocton at clection time. The polling place was the
famed Charlie Williazs tavern., After voies nozirations,
chips were passed around and marked, to te collected in
a hat and counted. After each vote, Charlie poured
drinks for the voters, and thus fortified, they carked
another hatful of chipa.

When we next hear fron Richard, by family acccunt,,
he was living with the facily of "Gld Arch"itald Slnnna,
wno lived socewhere between Coshocton and present-day
Weat Lafayette, and wes clearing the timber from a piece
of land. PFor this lator he received $25.00, moat of
which was used as down-payment on lard in Linton Towrsnip,
Bacon Run area, the nucleus of over 300 acres of land owned
at his death. To file on this open piece of land and to
make his payment et the government land office, it was
necesgary for him to walk to and from Zaneaville. In
the meantime, he must have been doing some courting,

for he warried the Elson’s daughter Junew on Feb. 5, 1807.




RICHARD'S POINT OF DEFARTURE

This seems the place to interject some wusings wnich
my Dad and I hed indulged in on nore than one occasion.
We wondered whether or not Rickard I had been irterested
in this girl tefore her fazily left its old home ard settled
in Coshocton Co. I don't know why we suspected this, and
I think it will never he proven, but some circumstantial
evidence to support it has turned up. In the sumzer of
1955, as Elnhe“ and I were returning from Williamsburg,
Va., where she had attended 2 Latin Institute for a few
weeks, we drove into Brookte Co., W. Va., and shortly
into a hemlet with the rcadsign of "Fowlerstown". This
was in the "ranhandle”, and about & miles east of Wells-
burg, ¥W. Va. Of courge it had once been Virginia (before
1863}, and I at once thought of Richard I, A stop was cade
at the first convenient place, and a lady of 75 or 80
was interviewed. She said that her mother wae a Fowler,
and that some Fowlers still lived nearby. I asked acout
Elgons, and aohe said that there had been atout as zany
Elsona ag Fowlers, but they hed been moving away and dying
off, so that the nearest one now lived in Wellaburg.

Several visita have been zade to this locality since
that day in 1955. Later trat fall, Eloise and I, and
oy Dad, wade an overnight trip, and got acquainted with
two Fowler families, will and Zlla (brother and sister),
and Earl and Martha. They have a genealogy beginning with
a William Fowler, born in 1777. Given name duplications
in their line and ours are striking, but I have been
unable to actually prove a cornection.

One other item, bearing on the poasibility of

i T A e Bt i
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Richard I having known Jue@ before he came to Coshocton
Co. was the discovery in the National Archives, in ‘Wash-
ington, D.C., that Jane's birthplace (1860 Census) was
given as Pennsylvaniam, Since Fowlerstown is only a mile
or so from the Pa. line, it is entirely posaible that
Richard had known her there.

Richard's’ birthplace
"Maryland". In the suzzer
1} days following the only
several Fowler families of
came from "Calvert®,

{1860 Census) was given as

of 1965, Eloise and I spent
¥aryland clue we had - that
the Barnesville, Ohio vicinity
Ve worked a small comamunity in

N.E. Maryland and found nothing; it was raced Calvert

in 1890, ard was formerly "3rick Meeting Houae". Then

we went to Prince Frederick, the county seat of Calvert
Co., which is about 50 ziles south of “ashington, D.C.,

on the west side of the tay. The court house there

was burned in 1814 by the British,and eloost all the re~
cords were lost. In 1883 the new one burned, and everything
wvas consumed. %e found 23 Fowler names in the rhone di-
rectory of this little town of 700 or 200, and talked to
members of three lines who felt they were not related.

There was no trace of Richard I.

More work could be
done here.
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THE LOG HOUSES

Richard and Jane built a log cabin on a szall rise
of ground near the zain 3acon Run strean, and 150 yarda
east of a szaller astremn coming froa the rorth. later,
the Coshocton-Plainfield roed would pass 100 yards north
of thia spot. On page 57 of the Titus "Atlas of Coshoc-
ton Co.", da‘:ed 1872, this location, ard wmoat of the land
vhich Richard and Jane acquired, was in "Renge 5, Twp. 4,
Section 4". This Atlas shows a township road #124
crossing the east-west valley road st right engles; the
streans mentioned above are shown also,

Three children were orn here, before Richard I
carched away to fight the Indians, as Lieuterant Fowler.
The date was Auguat, 1812, Left behind were nis wife,
and children Elizuheth12 (born 1£08), John'? (born 1€09),
and Hoheccnw {vorn 1811), He wasn't gone long - about six
oonths ~ but it must have seeced a long tizme %0 a young
wother with three liitle children. She reported that
occasionelly Indians cace to the cabin, caking signs of
friendship. She would give them what food she had pre-
pared, and they would leave. One cannot avoid vondering
vhether they knew why her z=an was sway, and at the same
time marveling at the evidence of nanifest destiny dis-
played by these early settlers who =zoved so cenfidently
and possessively into the lands of a stranger. That no
nore were killed seecms to me a tremerdous tribute to the
Indians, who, now adjusted to their third class reserva-
tion status, exhibit similar restraint, unlesa perhapa
stinulated by the white man's fire-water.

Richard made a trip to Pennsylvania and brought hack
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a few Merino sheep, said to have been the firat in the
county. A story is told about these sheep who, penned
against the cabin, were being annoyed by a wolf one
night. Richard quietly opened the cabin door and released
a large volf hound which slept in the house. The dog
caught the wolf at the run nearty and with R:Lr:hard'u

help killed it. The Fowlers say Richard had the firat
"gteel-yard” or "stilyard" (a device for weighing sus-

perded items), ard the first crowbar in the county,
Pernaps these were only the first they know atout.
(In 1966, I have a Fowlor farily steel-yard (ninus the
weight); perhaps it is the one owned by Richard 1.\,

A tvo-room log nouge was tuilt by Richard near the
south-east angle of the crossroads.

This was protably put up when Richard returned froa
military service, and certeinly was needed, for there
were three children, and more to come. Richard II and
his family lived here aftier the Big House was tuilt in
1826.




Pewler Scmestaad ~ Ths Big
Heuse, Zuilt in 1826,

Mew gidizg end window cas-
ings frca single foplar troe
about 1870.




THE BIC HOUSE AND ENVIRONS

Richard and Jane built the tig house, which still
is in good repair in 1968, about 100 yards north of the
cross-road, and quite near the north-south road. The
best date for ita erection comes Crom Granddad "H.D.F.).
who stated that Richard 1116‘, his father, was 8 yeara
old when it waas btuilt., Since this birth occurred in
1818, the houge augt have gone up in 1826, an "old
Colonel Ferguson™ did the carpentry, and the stonework
was by a man naced Hoglin, Col., Perguson received 20
acres of land for his lator, In ny day thias was known
as the "¥cClure Place”, and we lived there for two or

three years, in a dilapitated old house. It was atout

1 mile eset of the big house, and on the other side of

the road.

The location of thie fine big house wes related in
part to a nearby spring which contaired sulgfhur. 1In
those days, sulphur was thought to ward off =alaria,
which was not an uncomaon affliction, Richard I's
attention had first been directed to this spring bty
the deer which frequented it, Ferkaps the water centained
soce salt, as well as sulgphur,

My father (Richard Pnce1?) remenbercd that when
he was a child there was an oven just above this spring,
and it vas used [or baking purposes when weather per-
mitted., MNear the oven was a "dry-shed”, which was used
to dry foods. I hope it was [ly tight! 32eside the
"dry-shed" was & hopper, into wnich ashes were piled.
¥ater leaching through these ashes was collected below
in a trough and turned into a atone jar, Dad recembered

half & barrel of soft soap in the dry-shed, which had
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been zade from grease and the leachings from these ashes.
Granddad (Hl.D.F.) said that he had been told that in
the days when the big house was built, the bottoms
atood full of fine white oak trees. Momey was gcarce,
and 2 or 3 year old steers brought only 7 or 8 dollars.

When rassenger pigeons were migrating, peoplu.‘-rould beat

then off tushes wnere they had settled for the night,
and gather bdushela of them to feed to their hogs. His
grandfather (Richard I) had his oldest boy, John, con-—
struct a wild turkey trap on the knobh west of the big
house; a pen of rails had a trench leading into it:
graina of corn were scottered in the trench, and the
turkeys flew up intu the pen when they reached the end of
the trench, Fourteen turieys were caurht the first tice
it was set.

This "Big"™ house was really a tig house {or those
days and that neighborhood, t was tuilt against a
slope of about 20 or 30 degrees, ard the ground floor
was a seni-tasement, with a door at ground level. This
roon was the full length of the house, end about half the
width, Its back wall was of rough store; the front one
contained several windows which looked down across the
front lawn, or yard, as it was called in those days. A&
huge fireplace, with caoking irons, was at the weat end,
for the one chimney of the house was againat the vest end -
actually built into the house go that ii did not show
until it cleared the ronf. This was the room used as a
“tavern" in the early days, and I surpose weary i‘ravelers
ate and slept there. There were such, needless to say,
for the zain road [rom Canbridge to Coshocion pasaed
directly in front of this Fowler Hozestead.

The main floor of the house was 2 or 3 stepa above
ground level, Acrosa the entire front of this floor was
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a porch with steps to the ground at the west end, and a
door into the living room, This room was B large one -
20x15 feet perhaps - with the chimney btuilt into the west
end. On the south side of the chimney there was a walnut
bookcase - or china cleset - which extended from floor io
ceiling. Gn the other side of the fireplace there was a
vindow ard the door to a circular, or curving, stair to
the attic. Thias was the attic in which “ee hives were
kept ~ the hive operings leading through the weather-
boarding to the ocutside. Some reporits say thrat a circular
staircase exterded [rom the tasszent room to the attic,
originally. In my youth, thers was a conveniional satair,
connecting the tasement rooz to the one above i%, and e
circular one from the northwest corner of the living rsom
to the attic. ‘hen I visited ard looked mhout the houase
atout 1955, the Ralph Derrs lived there. The curving
stair to the atiic was gone. A large Ledroom opened off
the emst end of the living room, and extended sthe full
width of the main siructure, as 2id the living roon.

According to Granddad, tne 3ig House wes re-weather-
boarded in 1966 or 1867. All the siding, and ihe wocd
for new window fraces, was cut {rom a single large tulip
poplar tree.

A single story ell led off the living room near its
west end. This was the kitchen until Richard 11'%rd Sarah
wella' '™ gon William Alvert™™ (41) and his wife Xar

Ctiawellzo aoved back to 3acon Run froom Coshocion to
the old homesicad. This was about 1904, They enclozed
a big btack porch which had led off the ell and eastward
along the north side of the house, The ell became a

dining roow, and the enclosed porch a kitchen, A fine

new barn was tuilt, and the spring was enasconced in a
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new two-room structure. It all locked quite elegant %o a
szall boy who had always lived in a rented old house.

Hot one of the 300-plus acres once owned by Richard I
is now owned 5y a Fowler. The old saw "Three gererations
froo shirteleeves to shirtslesves” holda here, in e sense.
13

Richard's rorth 100-plus weat to his son Joh~ 7, and the

south 100-plus to his san 2'111inuz1. He kept the middle
100 as his own home until 18€0 or 1865, when he ard his
wife Jane went to live with their son Williao in his hore
on the south 100 acres. A% this time Richard II ard his
wife Saran Wells, and their cnildren, moved into the big
house. They had been living in a two room log house on
the southeast corner of ths crossroads thers, This loca-
tion cunt have teen alzost exactly where William va’al!‘czz‘
built & modest residence about 1£65. He was the hustand
of 'vlillinn'nz1 daughter Kathprinea. In 1901 or 1702, my
rFarents roved into this house a=d we livad there ffor a Tew
yeers. ter, about 1915, we moved tack to this house
and it was home to zme during the World war I years, and
during oy last two years in %igh school in Coshocton.

Two of my oldest recollections - I think they are the
oldest - are ansociated witn my very young years in this
house. Once when the mirister was calling - we didn't
belong to his Nt. Zion flock, I'm sure - a rat was gnaw-
ing noisily, and as scor as I could treak into the con-
versation, I said "Listen to that darred rat gnawing!".
Poor mother!

Another, and I think earlier recollection, concerned

the accidental shootirg of our favorite dog "Fannie", on
24

& Thanksgiving Day hunt my father had been on, Delora
ard I were sharing a small bed when Dad brought the news,
and how we wept!
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Although this section is titled "The Big House"”,
I've wandered, and wnile I'm vandering, I may as well
say socething about other dwellings erected on the origi-
nal holdings of Richard I and Jane. A dwelling, cuch like
the one just described on the southwas corner, was tuilt bty
Richard II's eldest son Johnzs: according to Granddad
(H.D.P.), about 400 yards down the Run (eastward) from
the corner, and on the south aide of the rcad. Three
hurdred yards east of that one was the "McClure Place”,
presunably tuilt by Colorel Frrguson on the 20 acres he
received for tuilding the "Big House".

Then there vas a log house on_the north faro which
was given to Richard I's son John'> and his wife Kizia
Wells™ * It “urned in 1790, and a fine big house was
built by Ralph Earcroftz- (huaband of John'a”dnuf;‘:‘.ter
Bnrbuazf’) and his brother. YNell, the daughter of Ralph
Barcroft, and her husband Jic Kinner were the last of the
Fowlers %o live in this house.

About halfway between the Barcroft place and the
Big House, Richard 1116 built a small house for his second
son Richard I11°°, who vas the only ome of his boys to
be in the Civil War (he ran away and enlisted at 17 yeara
of age). He lived there briefly on his return from the
war and then went to Coshocton to work as m "stationary
engineer” in one of the factories. Vhen I vas a small
boy, this dwelling was without doors or windows. On the
plastered walls were very interesting drawvings done, I
was told, by W. O. Fowler>', son of Richard III, when he
viaited the farm in the sucmertime. We have an oil
rainting of a farm dog, "0ld Zuffr, which he did about
thia tine: he was crazy about dogs.

Then there was a house built by, or for, Greet Uncle

A
Vil}ian21, on the south farm, just across the "Hig Run",
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“Fowler Buriel Plot,
Bacon Run, Qhio -
Coshocton Co.

Jane Zlson Fowler,
1789-1672

Plot is on south
side of the Runm, ;
facing the home- |

stead . % Q
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Perhaps I wasn't entirely correct when I said that
"not an acre" of the original holding is now in Fowler
haﬁds. The Fowler cemetery, a plat about 40x40 feet, is
on a low hilltop just east of Great Uncle William's
house (later owned by Henry Ap ple and others, end now
owned by Alfred Noble). More will be said about it else-
where.

Additional evidence that Richard I had made his mark
in his community is contained in this news note from a
Coshocton newspaper, dated Fek. 3, 1847:

Notice of proposed change of road: -
change wes to be where this road
intersects road from Plainfield to
Richard Fowlers,

(Courtesy of Miriam Hunter)
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THE SECOND GENRATION

Richard and Jane had nine children. The e;ggt birth

dates are not known for all of them. Elizabetp1?, the

32, the poung-

eldest, was born Februrary 29, 1808, and Mary
est, was botn April 30, 1830. The complete list of childen

is as follows:

No. Name " Born’ Died

2. 1i. Elizabeth (Betsy) 29 Feb. 1808 -

13. ii. John 29 Jul. 1809 1893

14, 1iii. Rebecca (Becky) 8 Sep. 1811

é?. iv. William (Uncle Billy) 1813 27 Jul. 1875
*vy, Hannah (most probabtle placement)

16, vi. Richard II (Dick) 18 Jul, 1818 9 Oct. 1892
vii. Christena (Teen) 1820 1913
viii. Zadok/Zedekiah (Zed) 1826

32, ix. Mary 30 Apr. 1830

*Granddad (H.D.F.) said that Hannah was the fourth
child, but this seems unlikely, with a firm birth-
date of 1813 for William,

To bear and rear to maturity 9 children is no mean
accomplishment, and for those times when medical help
was marginal, or non-existent, perhaps remarkatle.
Certeinly it took a great deal of labor and some luck.
The isolation of frontier families certainly shielded
them from the communicable diseases which in some cases
were very deadly when encountered, partly because such
infrequent experience with these organisms left the
populace with a very lew "herd level" of resistance, to
coin a phrase, for the common infections. Ingenious
home medicaments were used, such as a brew of sheep

droppings for measles, and the "blossom end" of a chick-




2]
&
¥4
S5

21

en dropping for diphtheria. Superstition and improvisation
doubtless stood at each end of many a sick bed. Some

use of beneficial herbs was learned from the Indians.

It was indeed a time when "Old Wives Tales" had a dif-
ferent connotation from that of the present.

The second generation has always had a special inter-
est for me, and I think it has been because of its '"real"
but "unreal" position in our family's hi§$ory. They were
gone - I saw but one of them, Christenaﬁii an old, old
lady - but Granddad Hi, most of his siblings, my Dad,
and others knew some of them if not all, and talked to
me about them. The only real commentary on the members
of the second generation came from Granddad (H. D.F.) on
two or three occasions, about 193C or 1935, when I took
pencil and tablet and quizzed him at length. Granddad
was a man of few words, but as I've remarked elsewhere,

possessed of a remarkahle memory. Or so it seemed.

Elizabeth (Betsy)6§\was born 29 Feb. 1808 (see page 20),

and married John R. Williamson 27 Nov., 1828. Their

seven children will be mentioned in order of age, and

this practigg will be maintained in all generations.

i, John F.Bé'married a Licking County woman. Their

oldest child was a girl who married and went west.
Her husband has now died (1930). BFohn F.'s son
lived on a farm near Hanover, Ohio. The younger
daughter of John F. married J. Frank Powell, of
near Orange (north of West Lafayette). Florence
Powell, of Orange, was in W, Lafiayette High
School when I was there, and my Dad told me she
vas a cousin, She never married and is now (1967)
retired in Middletown, Ohio, where she taught
English for 35 or 40 years.
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ii. Richardssjmarried and went to Kansas.
A}

s 63 . . .
Y jii, James<" married two sisters (not simultaneously,

B I suppoge) and had two boys and a girl by the first
u'“ 3 A, ‘;:-. . A) \ . .
B (Georgeeyﬁ Charles3§, Idéiﬁﬁ, none by his second wife.
f; b They lived on a farm below Plainfield before moving

to Roscoe, where they built a smwall mill on the

canal bank., Later they owned the old Hanley Mill,

~

Both mills were sold when they moved to Columbus,

1 Ohio., There, about 1890, they were in business in

i@ the Hardeijy Milling Co., and "made lots of money".
E: Son Georgéiz'married a wealthy Columbus girl, and

‘wwas worth $100,000 at his death". Daughter Ida>”
married and lived in Columbus (1930). Charles sold
his interest in the mill and went south, where he
"busted up". One may wonder how this Willisms

family came by the money for a couple of mills in

o S B N S A L IS o 2sticn

Coshocton, which were parlayed into big business, for
those times, in Columbus. In the 1872 Atlas, Linton
Township, Section 12, we find John R, Williams owning
216 acres of land, lying on both sides of Wills
Creek, and south of Plainfield. Adjacent to this was
a tract of 266 acres of bottom land belonging to
Charlotte Williams, who quite possibly was John R.
VWilliams' mother. These were large holdings, and
lend substance to Granddad's stories about the
financial affairs of the Williamses.

iv, Marioﬁqd\married a Weatherwax girl, of Sprirg
Mountain, who was a sister to Sevilla's husband.
They had a boy and a girl.

Ve Sevillé4j\married John VWeatherwax., Their sons wen*
to California for their health after her death.
(Sounds as if she might have had T.B.)

vi, William4? never married - died in the army.
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vii. Warren—= married a Shook girl, of West Lafayette.

=3 They had & son who was raised by Billy Miller of

% Coshocton, after Warren's death. Miller told Grand-

dad that the boy had gone away, and he didn't know

where he was.

Johndi:(see page 20) was born July 29, 1809, and died in
1893. His first wife, and mother of his children,
was Kiziah Wells?ﬁéaughter of John Vells. She was
born in 1817, and died Jan. 27, 1850, age 32 years,

10 months, 3 days. They were married on Sep. 24, 1835.
44

i. Elizabeth®?, born Feb. 6, 1937, died , married

John Barcroff4§?as his second wife. They had several

children, including a boy Bert46: for whom Wilberf4z’

28
son of Barbara Jane™~" was named.

o e 48 .
ii, William Henry -, born 1840, died 1864, married

(o]
Mary Ermanéf on May 5, 16861. This must have been

very shortly before he enlisted in a contingent of

100 day volunteers and marched away, never to see

his bride again. Hunter's "Military Records of

Coshocton County" says that he died aboard the iron-

S clad "Monitor", amd is buried in a military cemetery

at Hampton Roads, Va.

Family tradition adds to the above., A 96 year old
nephew of W.H.F.%® told me in 1966 that W.H.F. had

"died of a broken heart". 1In 19€8, a great niece

of W.H.F., Margaret Mastnl—BibbDO; wrote saying that
her grandfather Ralph Lee Barcroft reported that he

last saw W.H.F, "leaning against a tree on a river

bank at Hampton Roads, waiting for a hospital ship

to take nim north!" Since W,H.F. is reported to have

died in 1864, and the Monitor sank off Cape Hatteras
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_ in December, 1862, there seems to be some discre-
pancy here,

iii, Barbara®™ was born on June 8, 1845, and died
Apr. 10, 1909, a few weeks after her husband's death,
from an accidental strychnine poisoning (capsules
used for rats got mixed with quinine capsules).

Barb, as she was called, merried Ralph Lee Barcroft 1+

51 . :
Their deughter Lura Jane~~ married Earl Masten, bearing

one child, Margareg?oﬁorn Ser. 21, 1902, one of
whose two daughters, Mrs, Marilyn Martin;vlives with
her hugpand and son in Dresden, Chio.

Bargagi as everyone called her, seems to have been
a spirited girl, if & story told by Ray Fowler
(my half uncle) is true, and it prohadbly is, for Ray
started working for the Barcrofts when he was about
14 years old. His father (H.D.F.) also did wmuch of
their farming, since he had only 25 acres of his own,
and Ralph Barcroft was a carpenter by trade and sc
was away from home a lot.

The story, prcbably told to Ray bty his father,
who was of Barb's generation, is that on the occa-
sion of some family gathering at Richard II's house,
his small son Jerry (Jeremiah) was making a pest
of himself, whereupon his cousin Barb, who was

seven years his senior, threw him on the flcor and

urinated in his ear,

Daughter Nellié29: born April 10, 1872, married
James Kinner. Their one daughter Kathryn, born
Jul. 19, 1908, died July, 1928, married, after
teaﬁhing for a few years, and died subsequently of
an ectopic pp?gnancy.

Son Wilbert?!, hornSep. 6, 1870, died April 25, 1966,
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married Carrie Skfiffler and had one son John Leéégl
who at the preseXt writing is childless (although
married), and has an advertising agency on East Broad
St., Columbus, Ohio.

iv. Margaret?”, a fourth child of John and Kizish, who
appears here as the youngest child, might not have
been so. Margaret Mastenig-reports that she died
at about age 10 or 12, of an overdose of calomel.
This sounds possible, since calomel is a salt of
mercury, and was gtill a common nostrum for intesti-~

nal ailments in my youth.

In Titus' "Atlas of Coshocton Co.", 1872, we find
John Fowleéiﬁ'owning 40 acres in section 21, Linton town-
ship, and 120 acres in section 22, of Lafayette township.
This land was contiguous to the 99 3/4 acres in Richard
Fowler'gié name in section 4 of Linton township. To the
south and west of Richard's land there is found in_ this
Atlas a parcel of 110} acres, in William Fowler'égl-name.
It is also contiguous to Richard's, and so we find a block
of 370% acres of land in the names of the three oldest
sons of Richard and Jane.

John and his family lived in a log house which was

large for those times, I have heard. John's first wife

died in 1850, and_in the census of 1860 we find him warried

56

to a Jane McCune” ™. This second marriage produced no
children.

The log house mentioned above was John's only home
after his marriage, probably, until it burned in 1890.

It seems likely that he was making his home at this time

with his daughter Barbara~" and her husband Ralph (Rafe)
Ll
Barcroft27, for their son Wilbert told me in 1966 that his

e——_ e
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father and his father's brother David built the new house
nearby the site of the old one. This home site was about
3/4 of a mile north of the "Big House", and on a township
road which crossed the Bacon Run road at right angles, at
the first Fowler home site. Coal stripping operations,

at the head of the narrow valley in which the Fowler-
Barcroft-Kinner house was located, caused this road to be
closed about 1964. I remember this new house as a very
large, two-story, squarish sort of house, with many windows.
Bert? said it was an extremely well-built house, and this
would seem quite possible, seeing that the builder was a
carpenter, and lumber was not expensive., 1 remember, as

a boy of perhaps 12, attending a New Year's Eve party

there. As the hour approached, "0ld" Mr. John Sicker, a
dignified gentleman with chin whiskers, took out his big
watch and silence fell on the group (in the parlor). The
last minute passed. At this point, Mr. Sicker stood up and
said "ladies and Gentlemen, I wish you a Happy New Year!".
The drama of this, somehow, destroyed my recollection of the

food which I'm sure came soon after,

Rebecca (Becky§i§\(see page 20) was born September 8, 1811
in - without a doubt - the first log cabin built by Richard
at the Eacon Run site. On the following August 26", her
father would march away as a Lieutenant in Captain William
Beard's Co., of the Ohio Mjlitia, to serve in the "War of
1812", in northwestern Ohio,

Rebecca was married April 14, 1831 to Daniel Dean,
and as far as family word or record shows, that is all we
know, However, a letter from Mrs. W. W. Hunter, of Coshocton
R.D. #2, who is doing a history of one-room schoolhouses
in Coshocton Co., says that she has found county records

(6-323) which show that in August, 1831, Daniel Dean
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deeded a parcel of land to "District No. 7 . Directors -
John Smith, Edmund Duling, and Gabriel Evans". Later,
Mrs. Hunter said "I think this is the Daniel Dean of 6-323
who deeded the original site for the Bacon Run School in
Section 2, in August, 1831." This would place the Deans
in the approximate location of Bethel Lane, which runs
from the Bacon Run road to the Possum Hollow road - about
one mile.

They must have sold their property and moved away,
for the 1872 Atlas shows no property holder named Dean
there - in fact, I've carefully searched the whcle town-
ship without finding an 1872 Dean. Grandded's statement
on them concerned her marriage to Daniel Dean - no children
mentioned, This, I think, wasn't faulty memory, for he
named 9 of the 10 children fathered by his Uncle Zed, who
lived at the other side of the county. He correctly said
"the tenth was a girl"., However, the Census of 1€50
Lists: Daniel Dean age 4557: Rebecca, age 39 (correct
age), and children James, age 18, a female, age 16,

Susan, age 14, John, age 12, Marie, age 10, Edwin, age 7,
Rebecca, age 6, and Daniel, age 1.

Zedock was 17 years younger than Retecca, who married
before Granddad was born, so this may account for his
spotty memory. Besides, the older and younger ones of &

large family are more likely to be remembered.

Hannaﬂie'(see page 20) is placed here as the fourth child
because this is where Granddad (H.D.F.) placed, her and
also bepcause we have been unable to find any record, county
or family, for her birth and death. Fourth place would
have been possible, if not likely, as Rebecca was born in

1811, and William in 1813. More probable, I thirk - with




28

apologies to Granddad's memory - is that she was born in
the five year interval between William (born 1813) and
Richard II (1818). This would make her about 20 at her
first marriage, Feb. 2, 1837, to George Hawﬁ5§l Their

-Children, George and Mary, existed only in Grandded's

memory - as far as records go. They probably died in
childhood, Hannah's husband George Hawk died -in
1846, and is buried in the Fowler cemetery at Bacon.
Since writing the above, it has been observed that the 1820
Federal Census lists 3 females under 10 years in the
Richard I household. This still doesn't settle her exact
age, but she was either the fourth or fifth child.
Subsequent to her first husband's death, Hannzh
married Elijah Dulinéég'on March 30, 1852. Granddad said
they had two daughters, but didn't elaborate on their fate.
But girls change names when they marry and are often
lost to family trees. One wondere whether this marriage,
by a sister of Richard II to a Duling caused him to name
his next boy Hiram Duling. Hannah and Elijsh are probably
buried in Plainfield Cemetery, but we have not found their

graves.

Williaégi‘(see page 20) was born in 1813, end married
Elizabeth Plat£ l, who was probably of Plainfield vicinity
(there was a "Platt and Davis' store near the bridge in
Plainfield, almost to my day).

The "History of Coshocton County Post Cffices", bty
Mrs, Miriam Hunter of Coshocton, has the following:
"William Fowler (1813%-1375) appointed postmaster May 31,
1861, was a storekeeper on Bacon Run. His postmaster

salary for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1570 vas
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820,00, and for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1872,

it was reduced to $14.00. The 1870 Census lists him as a
merchant, age 56, Ohio born. He was a staunch Republican.
A biographer says that 'Progress and patriotism might be
considered the keynote of his character'. Fowler died

in July, 1875, and his wife Elizabeth died about three
months later. They are buried in the Plainfield ceme-
tery."

Greet-great Uncle William was Bacon's second post-
master, the first being John H. Sicker, a neighbor who
lived up the Run a half mile OﬁT%%: Sicker's appointment
wag March 15, 1858. Ray Fowler~=- tells me that "Uncle
Billy's" store was in the Bouthwest angle of the crossroads,
and this seems logical, for his land cornered there. It
also seemed logical to locate the Post Office in a store,
for the salary of the postmaster was small. Uncle Billy

held the postmastership for fourteen years, until he and

his wife went to Plainfield to live with their daughter i

Katherine. Shortly after asrrival there, he fell down the i
cellar stairs, breaking his neck. The date was July 27,
1875. His wife died Oct. 14, 1875. They are buried in

the southwest corner of the Plainfield cemetery.

|
. i ‘
Four children came of this marriage, the eldest being: ]‘

62
i. Rebeccaég, who married Sem McKeeé}. Granddad doesn't

mention any children of this couple,

ii, Katheriné23 married William Wolfég2. They had

children; William, Nell, May, and Charles. These

youngsters were probably born in the 1340's or near

that. Nant bt handp ouTe worn

A, (g4 3,
Granddad says that Bill Wolfe built the smallish,

modern house which sat on the southeast corner of the
Bacon crossroads, close by the double log house men-

tiored earlier., Gradddad himself lived here in his
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 later years, until "Grandma Did" (Elma Brelsford)
died, when he went to Coshocton to live with his
R
: son Ray and wife. The Wolfes moved to Plainfield,
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and, in time, were joined there for a short period
by Katherine's father and mother. Then, with their
four children, "they moved to Kansas".

64 35\

iii. Sarah\/rmarried James Sangster Z, who was probably

of the Plainfield w¥icinity, since the 1872 Atlas

shows Sangster holdings near there. They had a son
William and two daughters, Elizabeth and Laurs,

vhen they moved to Kansas and located near the town
of Lyons, This was probably in the 1870's, and the
frontier life there must have been pretty rugged,
although protably not as primitive as Sarah's grand-
prarents Richard and Jane had known on Bacon Run in
the first decade of the 1800's.

iv, Elizabetﬁér, born Sep. 9, 1858, merried Richard
Moroow Carroliéji and they had two girls when they
succumbed to the lure of the West and departed for
Kansas. This family located first in Garfield, then
in La Cygne, then in Wichita, and finally in Pitts-
burg, Kansas, where Elizabeth died on Dec. 27, 1928,
The two daughters, Bessie May and Jane Morrow were
their only children. Jane did not marry. Bessie
married C. T. Potter of La Cygne, Kansas.

Whern I was a boy, some of these Kansas relatives came to
visit at Bacon Run, end no_doubt at other places in the
county, I think Aunt Nafgo'(Mrs. William Albert Fowler)
had corresponded with them for a long time. The names
"Sangster" and "Carroll" remain with me, and doubtless
Cne or both cf them came tack. They were about the age

of Uncle Al and Aunt Nar, and were of the same generation.




Richard Fowler,II,
1818-1892

Sarah Wells Fowler,
1816-1903
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My sister Hary, who was sort of unofficially adopted by

Uncle Al and Aunt Nar, says she has found a card from
Bessie Carroll, saying "Mama and Papa start for Ohio June
6%", The card was dated May 31, 1912. It would not be
surprising if the Sangsters came East at the same time.

Uncle Al and Aunt Nar returned the visit.

Richard@ (see page 20) was born July 18, 1818, in the
double log cabin, no doubt, since the big house was_built
in 1826, On July 6, 1843, he married Serah Wells™ Y, whose
howe was in the Flint Hill - Morgan Run neighborhood, east
of Coshocton. She was born Dec. 11, 1816 and so was about
a year and a half older than Richard. She was the daugh-
ter of Frank and Nancy Wells, and had brothers John and
Charles, sisters Harriet and Ellen. Sarah died Nov. 1,
1903,

As 1 work through the notes from which this record
is produced, I sometimes find myself a little astonished
that so few unmarried folks appear - if an individual lived
to maturity, he married, and sometimes someone from quite
a distance, for those days (meaning five or six miles).,

It was not so for Richard and Sarah, elthough the para-
graph above says her home was 6 or 7 miles away, near
Coshoctcn.

Granddad's (H.D.F.) story has it that Sarah sometimes
worked for her sister, Mrs. Tom Smith, who lived in the
John Sicker house of my day. She was excellent at Spin-
ning, and weaving, so on occasion the elder Mrs. Richard
Fowler (Jane Elson) would engage her to do some needed work
of this sort. The two families were only a quarter of a
mile apart, and under these auspicious circumstances the

beginning of a long companionship easily came to pass,

e e e i e e ——
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They were married July 6, 1843 in a cabin, the site of which
has been pointed out to me, near Franklin Township Grange
Hall. A somewhat cryptic note, made during this interview
with Granddad, perhaps bwars reproduction: "Cld John
Sicker would cut wheat for the wedding cake - too late -

old gray mare up run". The first cutting of wheat is often
about July 4%, and apparently none of the previous year's

wheat was available. But the old gray mare had strayed up

the run (small valley) and either wasn't available to help

pull a reaper, or to be ridden to a mill, so I guess there
vasn't any wedding cake.

By 1857, Richard II and Sarah were the parents of
eight children - two glrls died very young, leaving six
boys, of whom John Lells S'Was the eldest and William
Albert1~9 the youngest.

It seems that they lived from the time of their marriage
to about 1858 or 1860 in the "double" log house on the south-
east angle of "The Corners"., Granddad said that the
bigger boys slept in the attic. Even so, life must have
been lively in such constricted quarters. The situation
reminds one of the conditions in todey's slums - a whole
family in one or two rooms, a common toilet as far away as
the oldtime country privy, and maybe a single cold water
tap in the kitchen. Paradoxical? ¥o, I think not - they
are pretty much the margins of a society which grew, with-
out planning, from great natural resources and unfettered
acquisitiveness. The pioneer stage had its "Big House",
and the present has its opulent affluence.

At about the time of William Albert's

g

- birth, they
moved into the "Big Homse" when Richard I and Jjane moved
across the run to live with their son William and his

wife Elizabetn, whose four daughters were married and gone
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from home. It is probable that they died there, Richard I
on January 8, 1866, and Jane on August 29, 1872,

Sarah had a woman's love for variety and new things

in her house, as the following story suggests: One

evening, dishes washed, she announced as she stood holding

a pile of plates: "I'm so sick and tired of these plates

I could break them a8ll!" One of her sons said "I dare you!",
at which she dropped the whole pile on the floor. She had

a sister, "Aunt Polly", who used to visit her, and in good

weather the two old ladies would sit on the long porch

which ran across the front of the "Big House" and sing.
Story has it that one of their favorites was "The Ship
that Never Came Home".

As mentioned above, the sister for whom Sarah worked,
before becoming Richard's wife, was Mrs. Tom Smith. As
a small boy I can remember a chubby, gray-haired lady,
with & "mustache", who used to visit the older Fowlers.
Her name was "louigy" Smith, and I thought she was a little
"odd" for some reason or other - probably because she didn't
make over me. With that name, I would guess she was a
younger sister of Sarsh's brother-in-law Tom Smith.

The descendants of Richard and Sarah will bte dealt
with at some length in the sectionentitled "The Third

Generation”.

Christenégg)(see page 20) was born in 1820, and was des-

tined to live longer than any other Fowler in our line,
so far as I know. She died in 1913, and is buried in the
Fowler cemetery, on Bacon Run - the last to be laid away
there.

@

Christena married William Hawk ¥, who was born in_

1815 and died in 1843, They had one child, Charlotte7Q;




34

who was 16 at the time of the 1860 Census, so she was born

in 1844. For her second husband, Christena 25 or Aunt Teen
as I always knew her, married James W, Davigyli a Virginian,
1820-1893, He, too, is buried in the Fowler cemetery.
Christena and James Davis had the following children:
William, Marion, Presley, John, and Ida. Ida married a
Charles Denzer, of Dennison, Ohio.

At the time when I was approaching my teens, most
years were marked by a gathering of the clan - and others -
at Aunt Teen's place, on a Sunday near her birthday. It
fell in October, and usually they were happy, sunny oc-
casions, with the honored hostess holding court from a
rocking chair in the front yard. She lived in a romantic
spot (for us kids) because it was on a rocky ridge with
dangerous-looking cliffs that one wanted to peer over but
still feared. For me, it was a special occasion, because
Grace Almack (Mrs. Lerty) of Coshocton, a granddaughter of
Aunt Teen's brother Zadock (Zedikiah) would drive out in a
big, black, shining automotile. She was pretty and stylish,
I thought, and usually I got to ride in her automébile
from Bacon to Aunt Teen's, which was in the southwest cor-
ner of Oxford Township, and only a mile or two north of the
Linton Township line. An unmarried son, Preslengx lived
with Aunt Teen there; the other children were gone from
home, long since.

Charlotte (Lottie), Aunt Teen's child by William Hawk,
was listed as a member of the Richard I household in the
1860 Census, which suggests what is almost certain, that
Aunt Teen had married again at that time. According to
Donald Eaker75; a grandson of Charlotte, she was first wmar-
ried to George Neweli72: who - Donald thinks - was killed

in the Civil War. Her second husband was John D. Baker, by
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whom she had the following children: Edward, Richard,

Lewis, James, Benjamin, Christina (Christy), and Ida Belle.

Zedekia§ﬂ$

(possibly Zadok) (see page 20), was born in
1826 and was the youngest son of Richard I and Jane. It
is a little ironical that so few cf the family tales and
yarns have dealt with Zed (as Granddad called him) and
Mary, the last two children., But circumstances almost dic-
tated it - there was no family land nor jobs for this
youngest son on Bacon Run, so he sought greener pastures,
settling in the neighborhood of Welhonding, which is at
the extreme western edge of the county, on the Walhonding
River. 1If Granddad knew, he never told me just why young
Zed went there. Perhaps because of Mary Marlattvz: the
girl he married there on June 14, 1849.

This couple produced eleven children, all living to
marry, at least. 1In 1950, Williaé7§)was the only one still
living. Shortly after this date, my Dad visited William
and his wife, in Millersburg, Ohio, this being the first
and only time they met. Other children were: Flora,

BE.J. (a girl), Bell, Richard, John, Elizabeth, Harriet,
Hanngh, Cora, and Manday.

Scraps of informatioh, and inferences from them,
suggest that Zed may have supported his large family by
day labor, and subsistence farming, much as Granddad did.
It was similar to the non-college trained citizen of today
who makes his way by working in a factory, at construction
work, etc. The man with a sizable farm, in those days,
would compare to our small tusinessman, and the more acres,
the larger the bu§@ness.

Crace Almac§79idaughter of Zed's son John and Airhella.

Wheeler, gives Manday as the youngest child of Zed and HMary.
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Manday was born Feb. 18, 1874. Since Grace did not give
her grandfather's age (premumably because she didn't know
it), it can be safely assumed that he lived at least until
around May, 1873, since his youngest child was born Feb.
18, 1874. That he wmightn't have lived a great deal longer
is suggested by a statement made %y an old VWelhonding
resident who guided me to Zed's gravestone in a VWalhond ing
cemetery. This man said Zed was killed in an accident, while
working on a sawmill. His grave stone gives no birth or
death date, only a Civil War affiliation; Co. P, 8C™ Chio
Infantry. (Reliable recent info: b. 4-15-'24, d. 3-10-'76)

In our attempts to "tack track" Richard I, we have
found a hamlet in Brcoke Co., W. Va., named Fowlerstown.
The Fowlers there have a genealogy which begins with a
¥illiam Fowler, born 1797. This man had three sons; John,
¥William, and Zadock. Our Rickerd I had four sons, John,
William, Richard, and Zedick, or Zadok. The Coshocton Co.
Court House records may have a record, and may settle the
spelling of this man's name, but in 1967, is has not been
found. Grace Almack (granddaughter of the man in question)
has supplied information that her Aunt Hannah had a son
Zedick, and so I prefer to think of him as Zedick, until
a bdirth or death record is found. The similarity in names
of sons for the Fowlerstown William, and the Pacon Run
Richard I is striking, and it extended to girl children,
too, though not quite so repetitively. The Fowlerstown
William could have teen a brother of Richard I, but I rather
think he was a cousin. Siblings of Richard I, named by
Granddad, were John, Zedick, and Susan. The Federal Census
for 1790 lists a Zadock Fowler in Frederick Co., in western
Maryland,
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Some recent information on Zed has come to light.
When he entered the service on Feb. 25, 1864, he was age
38, and listed himself as "Zadok". If these dates are
correct, it would mean that he had been born about 1826,
rather than 1828, This also sheds some light on the

actual name of the person in question.

Mary J@, born April 13, 1830 (see page 20), was the
youngest child of Richard I and his wife Jane, and un-
doubtedly saw the light of day in the "Big House" at
Bacon, Linton Township. Coshocton Co., Ohio.

At this point I am moved to surmise that not one of
these nine children was delivered by a physician - and per-
hars it was just as well, for I doubt that the average
physician of those days knew as much about delivering a
baby as many "granny women", for the simple reason that
bacteriology was fifty years away, and obstetrics as a
branch of medicine was unknown. The neighbor woman who
was always called attained a lot of experience., But I
suspect she was as helpless as the physician, in really
difficult cases; mother and child died. Argument for this
may be found in any old cemetery, where an uncommonly
high percentage of burials are of young women. Family
genealogies carry many records of wife number 2, or 3.
Cases where a man fathered 12-16 children - by two or

three wives - are really not rare. Nowadays, with abtout

250’/ Of . . . . R
% marriages ending in divorce, a man or woman may

have three or four spouses without burying a single one!
But child-maternal mortalities are really low now, compared
to the "good old days", even though not quite so good as
those in a few other countries.

Predictably, little Mary J., born in 1830, would be
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married by 1850. She beat that by a yeer and seventeen days,
marrying John 3. Hershmanglﬁ a Franklin Township farmer

15 or 16 years her senior, on Dec. 14, 1848, Titus!' 1872
Atlas shows three contiguocus parcels of land totaling

176.5 acres in section 22 of Franklin Township, in the

name of J. B. Hershman. Adjoining this are 156 acres
belonging to C. Hershman. The site is on the road parallel-
ing Wills Creek, and about one mile from today's village of
Wills Creek., It is in the approximate location of the now
abandoned covered bridge.

Mrs. Mona Rooégj:of Wichita, Xansas, is a great, great
grandchild of Richard I (like me) and has provided the
"missing link" needed to re-establish contact with Mary J.,
and her Hershman family., Until connection was made with
Mrs. Rood, through the Genealogical Helper, my only infor-
mation concerning Mary was from my Granddad (H.D.F.). He
said Mary was the youngest child, that she married John
B. Hershman of Frenklin Township, that their children were:
Richard, Philip, Jonn, Albert, Rebecca and Hannah (twins),
George, Hiram, and a "small toy". He said, furthermore,
that the family had moved to Virginia and that he knew
nothing more about them.

Mrs. Rood's researches have discovered that the
J. B. Hershman family went to Mecklenburg Co., Va., pros-
pered, lived out their lives, and died there. One daughter,
Hannah (twin of Rebecca) married in Mecklenburg, Va. one
Troyer R. Irwin, who was born Oct. 2, 1859 in Holmes Co.,
Ohio, This couple "went West", like so many others of the
reriod, and settled in Brown Co., Kansas about 1885. Their
son Thomas Jefferson was one of five children., His daughter
Martha Alice Irwin-Haag - one of eight children - became the

mother of Mona Lee Haag on Nov., 30, 1938, at Colony, Ander-

T




39
£3)

son Co., Kansas., Mona was married to William J. Rood™~=

on Sep. 13, 1958 at Stauben, N.Y.

Apparently the J.B. Hershman family was influenced
in moving eastward - against the current, so to speak -
by the fact that Mr. Hershman's father had come from
Hbmpshire Co., Va. Strangely, they didn't stop in Hampshire
Co., then in the newly created state of West Virginia, but
crossed the entire state of Virginia and settled deep in
southern country in a county lying on the North Carolina
border. In any event, there are doubtless Fowler-Hershman
relatives still in and around Clarksville, Mecklenburg Co.,

Virginia,




T TP N

3

s Lo

)

THE THIRD GENERATION.

John Yells Foulexés\ was the first child of Richard
and Sarah (see page 31). He was born in 1844 and died in
1929, Prior to carriage, John fathered a child by
Drusilla Wilden. This child, born July 9, 1865, was razed
John Richard Fowler by his mother, who refused to allow the
father to adopt the child after the father's marriage to
Elizabeth Jones.

John R. Foulergm lived his life in the Flint Hill
(two miles east of Coshocton) neighborhood, and zarried
Hattie Viola Jennings on July 4, 1889.
red tc

He was often refer-
as "Hill" John, and his father as "Rua" John, for
the obvious reason that he lived ncar the top of Flint Hill,
and his father lived down 3acon Run. Cordial family
relations always exigted with the Bacon Run Fowlera. That
his illegi tinacy hed been of concern to him all hia life

is suggested by his speaking of it with regret as he lay
bedfast during the last three or four years of his life.

Ho was about 27 when he died.

He wag buried in South Lawn
Cenetery, Coshocton.

=
My only recollection of John ¥, E‘zswlet25 is the sight

of him sitting on the front porch of his ettractive home,
Just weat of the intersection of the Bacon Run Road and the
Plainfield-West Lafayette Road. It would be a sucmer dey,
and I would be riding {age 8-12) to Plainficld with Uncle
Al or Uncle Frark to have some grain ground at the ¥oodward
Brothers Mill., Or on rarer occasicng they would be driving
a mare to Fornoy's for "servicing" - Forreys kept Belgian
atallions, and there was always a oysterious foreigner there,

presusebly an agent of the Belgian Breeding Association.
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Since then, I've often wondered if he weren't a German S.S.

operative, for he disappeared "mysteriously", it was said,

as World War I approached. Anyway, we would see Great Uncle

John, a middling-sized, greyhaired man rocking away on the
porch, in the shade of the big "pine" trees which still
stands before the house. Only, they are Norway spruce,
not pines. So far as I can remember, I never was close
enough to him to speak -~ we would wave a hand and drive
right on. The brotherly tie seems to have been a tenuous
one; the Fowlers were not clannish.

The 1872 Atlas shows a J. B. Fowler owning 100 acres
just west of Bethel Lane, and lying on both sides of Bacon
Run. This could have been an error of initials, but it
probably wasn't, for the 1860 Census shows a John Fowler,
wife and four children, in Jacobsport (Plainfield), who
was not our John W. This man probably was the J. B. who
owned the 100 acres mentioned above; and I continue to be
puzzled by his never having been mentioned by Granddad,
who was only 14 years younger. Most likely, J.B. and
family "went West" soon after this Census and were soon
forgotten.

The farm Great Uncle John W. owned was part, if not
all, of 168 acres, shown in the 1872 Atlas, as belonging
to David Jones. It is fair to assume, I think, that
John's wife Elizabeth Jores was a daughter of David Jones.

This couple had six daughters and a son. The eldest,

Fowler86: He seems to have lived his entire life in
Newcomerstown, marrying, and fathering two daughters
in the course of his experience as a respected citi-
zen of the town.

In due course. Elvie married David Marlett, of the

i. Elvieaé_had an illegitimate son, whose name was Harold
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I
Newcomerstown viecinity, and had two children: Laurééb ;

x | married a McPeek man, and Warner died as a young man
L ; of typhoid fever. I saw Elvie only once, when Eloise
and I were in Newcomerstown on an errand, and looked

-‘g' E; her up. She was a friendly, grandmotherly looking !
:'5 ] __ woman of 80 or so, She died around 1963, I would , i
o,

say. 1 am uncertain about Harold - it seems to me |

N
!

B7

1|

that I heard that he had a stroke a few years ago. i

»

ii. Permelia~-" (Meelie, as I always knew her) married

Steven Woodward at 35 or 40 years of age - as his

second wife, I believe. ©CShe was a big-framed woman, i

.%}é‘ ? pleasant, but to me seeming to lack something; I V

suspect it was related somehow with her barrenness -
an unease with children. J
B8 . . . : s
iii. Sarah -~ (Sadie), like Elvie, had an illegitimate
child, a daughter, who was known as Hildred Fowler.
Hildred was a very pretty woman, taught rural school

for a few years, and married another rural school

teacher,. Roy Welker., They had one daughter., Hildred

proximately), and their daughter now lives with her
father in Plainfield.

Sarah then married Emmett Marlatt, a son of the man
whom Elvie had married. To this union were born:
Bmily, Grace, Doris, Erma, John, Marjorie, Mary,
Blanche, and John.

- ~.
iv, v. Lauré“:?and Effié9-; in this order of their ages,
vere wives of Frank Workman. He survived both, but

is now dead, following a car-locomotive collision in i
West Lafayette, where he lived. I last saw him at Dad's

funeral in 1956. He was the last survivor of a family

died of cancer, 15 years or so ago, at age 45 (ap- ‘
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which had been in the Plainfield area for over 100
years.
@E;

vi. Margaret™”, the youngest daughter of John and Eliz-
abeth, was borq\jn 1873 and died in 1875.

vii., John Francis92; the only son of this marriage, was
born Feb. 19, 1876 and died in 1955, thus being born
a year before my father, and dying a year before
him. John, or "Johnnie" as he was usually called,
married Nora Latham (born June 21, 1881), who bore
him a daughter RuttR? and & son Lloyi®®, Ruth, born

« June 31, 1901, married Charles Derr and had the
following children: Lois, born July 13, 1924, mar-
ried ____ Sargent; Lorna, born May 8, 1929, married
Vasem: Carl, born Dec. 1, 1931. Lloydagi now

twice married, has had no children. He is a shop

3
worker. John Francis”® farmed his father's hcldings.

Richard IIIéE)was born in 1845 and died in 1904. At age
17 he left home one morning, ostensibly to salt some sheep
"up the hollow"”. His real objective was VWest Lafayette,
where he boarded a troop train traveling toward Columbus.
He enlisted, of course, and saw considerable action in
the Civil War. Following his return, he married Mina
Collins, and after a brief stay in a small new house up
the hollow from the "Big House", they lived in Coshocton,
where Richard worked in a factory as a "stationary engi-
neer", One wonders how he gualified for this, since the
Civil War was relatively unmechanized., Anyway, I believe
he held the same job until ill health overtook him, in the
form of a "stroke". His wife was dead by this time, and
for the remaining 2 or 3 years of his life he was back at

the o0ld house on Bacon Run, with his mother. She died
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Nov. 2, 1903, a little before his demise in 1904. It wes

during this invalidism that my parents moved back to the Run

and into the house across the mair roed, built by Bill
Wolfquz When I was still a baby, I developed a throat
and ear infection which threatened my life. Mother was
raising my head up and down on a pillow, when an eardrum
ruptured and pus poured out. "Uncle Doc" Criswell was
called, and among other things he prescribed ccd-liver oil,
which in those days was a very vile smelling stuff indeed.
Somehow, one of these partly empty bottles made its way up
to Grandma's, where Uncle Dick was idly regarding it. He
tasted it, made a terrible face, and said "I wish I were

a dog". His mother said "Why Dick, what do you wish that
for?"., To which he replied "so I could lick wmyself and
take this damn taste out of my mouth!tN‘

Richard III married Mina Collinéal)- a Coshocton girl,
no doubt. They had three children: Nettie, William
Owenﬁgi end a baby which died in infancy. Dad has told me
that this child had evpilepsy. HNettie married William
Huston, and they moved to Indiana. A son, Fowler Huston,
was with his father in Indiana at the time I interviewed
Granddad (H.D.F.). Presumably Nettie was dead.

The 1ife ofWill %% vould merit a szall bock., In
addition to being a bright boy, he was artistic and always
very fond of dogs. A graduate in medicine at Ohio State
University, he became a morphine addict during his final
Year. The family story is that his mcther was dying of
cancer in Coshocton, and he shuttled back and forth on
the railroad, using mcrphine to keep himself going, col-
lapsing,as the story goes, during commencement exercises.
He tried medical practice, setting up an office scmewhere

in Muskingum County, but couldn't make it gc. From then
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until Sep. 27, 1917 he was in and out of several insti-
tutions "taking the cure”., BRetween times he lived on
Bacon Run with relatives. On the above date he married
my Aunt Margaret Aronhaléqg, a spinster of 40 years or so,
and they lived heppily until "Doc" died in 1930. Aunt
Margaret died in 1943. These were the best years of his
life - featured by compatible, conjugal domesticity, and
a job at manuel labor, Host of this time Doc worked in
the Coshocton Glass Works, which made bheer and pop bottles.
Here, he was recognized as an educated mwan, btut a fellow
worker. Well liked, he took an active part in union affairs
and got me a summer job at the glass works between my
junior and senior years in high school., I lived, then,
with him and Aunt Margaret at their home on East liain S=z.,
in Coshocton, and so do know that theirs was a happy home.
Isabelfﬁﬁywas the first of two girls born to Richard and
Sarah (see page 51), and neither girl lived very long.
Isabel was born in 1847 and died in 1848, HMary died in
infancy. One can only guess what dreams of motherly
anticipation were buried with these little girls.
Francisqggx who was born in 1849, took over the farming of
the "home hundred", on which the homesite rested, &s his
father (Richard II) grew older and Frank came into manhood.
I haven't gone to the courthouse to see whether this farm
was ever deeded to him - his mother lived until 1903, and
his brother Altert, a non-farmer if I ever saw one, bought
the place in 1904 or 1905. By this tiwme, Frank was not
very well, and within 10 years of his death on Jan. 17, 1915.

Uncle Frank lived as a bachelor, with his mother,

in the big house, until he was 45 or so, when he married




46

—
Elizabeth Lutzqgjt( a hit younger), daughter of Martin
Lutz, a German immigrant shoemaker, who then lived in the
"Wolfe" house just across the main highway. They never had
any children, and I became from time to time a substitute;
in those days we lived successively in three different
untenanted houses down the "Run", the most distant of
which was only & mile from Uncle Frank and Aunt Lizzie,
who were by this time living in the Martin Lutz house.

My Dad used to tell a story about Uncle Frank which
evidences a fun-loving side which wasn't much in evidence
when I was o0ld enough to know him., This incident occurred
in the summer, and at a time when Uncle Frank was courting
Aunt Lizzie. Coming howme one night, late, he sat down for
a spell on the cool dark back porch - and as it happened,
near the waterbucket, Presently, Frank's Aunt Polly
Smith, in nightgown, pranced out on the porch, exclaiming
about the hot weather and her inability to sleep. Since
she didn't know Frank was near, and couldn't, or hadn't
noticed him, he was able to dip & cup of water, raise
the tail of her nightgown and let her have it. Since
modern day tranquilizers hadn't been invented, some other
means of calming Aunt Polly must have been found, but
it wasn't easy, according to the story.

At the time I was seeing a 1ot of Uncle Frank and
Aunt Lizzie, their family income must have consisted prin-
cipally of returns from sewing by Aunt Lizzie, and from a
pint-sized store operated out of a one-rocm structure which
had once been Martin Lutz's shoe shop. At times, it was
operated by W. O, "Doc" Fowler, for when not taking the cure,
he lived with Aunt and Uncle. Butter and eggs were traded
for groceries, and Aunt Lizzie would deliver these to

customers in Coshocton each Saturday. Sometimes Uncle
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Frank would go to town with her, and oftener than not would
come home inspirited by a few drinks., Aunt Lizzie didn't
like this and sometimes gently reproached him, but nothing
serious ever came of it. Sometimes I was taken along,

and on one occasion had a memorable experience, which will
be recounted later.

Uncle Frank died Jan. 17, 1915 of what I now would
guess was nephritis. Aunt Lizzie lived to April 5, 1940.
They are buried at Plainfield.

Jeremiahqagl or "Jerry", or "Jed" was born to Richard II
and Sarah in 1852 and died in 1910, and although I was

9 years old at the time of his death, I don't have s
picture of him in my mind. Uncle Jerry had a twin sister,
Marngl, whose death is recorded as occuring in 1852, the

year of their birth,

Born too late to share in his father's land, and
apparently having no inclination toward farming, he made
a life of "store biz".

Mrs. Hunter's history of postoffices in Coshocton
Co. says that Uncle Jerry became postmaster on Dec. 3, 1880,
and that his store was on the northeast corner of the
crossroads. This may be true, but it is possible that
Jerry made his start in the store building occupied by his
Uncle William, on the southwest corner. Hunter's list of
items from the "Coshocton Age" follows:

May 21, 1881 "Jerry Fowler's store at Bacon that
burned out last spring, has a new building
erected."

May 26, 1883 "Jerry Fowler is building an
addition to his store,"

June 16, 1883 "Bacon. Jerry Fowler, merchant,
has a brisk business."
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Apr. 28, 1885 "Bacon. Notice W.A. Fowler and Jerry
Fowler have concluded a partnership as Fowler
and Bros. (sic) for conducting a business at
Bacon Run, Ohio."

Dec., 5, 1885 "Bacon. Jerry Fowler doing big
business."

Feb. 19, 1886 "Fowler Bros. Have improved store
and erected new boxes for Post Office. They
are thoroughly energetic and enterprising."

Dec. 24, 1886 "Fowler Bros. at Bacon had a
big line cf Christmas goods.™

June 30, 1904 "Jerry Fowler, who has been in
business for 23 years, recently sold his
store to Royer & Stockum, and moved to
Coshocton this week."

In Coshocton, Uncle Jerry worked as & clerk in a
clothing store, until his death in 1910, following an
cperation for hernia - said to have been the first at-
tempted in Coshocton. He was buried in South Lawn
Cemetery, Coshocton,

Jerry did have a domestic life, although I've
featured his store experience, because Mrs. Hunter's
post office history provided so much good material. He
married Alice Williamsqg5; and they had two toys who
died in infancy. A published "Obituaries in Coshocton
Co., 1826-190€" records "Infant of Jeremiah Fowler,
Bacon Run, Lutheran Cenmetery, May 7, 1886." This St.
Paul's cemetery is in Franklin Towhship, near Rte. 76.
After Uncle Jerry's death, Alice married egain.

My Dad has recounted & story which involved Alice,
in a way. When my family first returned to Bacon Run,
Tad had a young hunting dog named Maudie. He and his
half-trother Ray took her out one night to see whether
she would track and tree raccoon. In the first woods -
the one just east of the Fowler homestead - Maudie treed

somethirg., Dad had a miner's lamp on his head, and soon
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"ghined"™ the eyes of the 'coon. His first shot brought
it to the ground, and also brought an exclamation from
Ray: "My God, you've killed Alice's cat!" Needless to

say, the two hunters never told Alice what became of her

Hiram D.dg\
1854, and died_in 1943. At age 21, he married Sarsh

Jane Criswelqu§: the eldest child of John and Mary Cris-
well, Plainfield, Ohio. Sarah was born in 1856 and died
in 1879, in childbirth. Married at 19, she had borne two

was born to Richard II and Sarah on Apr. 18,

boys before the pregnancy which resulted in death for her
and the third child,

Hiram Duling F. (the Duling apparently was just a
convenient middle name - several Fowler girls had married
Duling men) seems to me, as I look at his life in retro-
spect, to have suffered much from circumstances. Since
he was a late child, there was nc land left from the patri-
mony. Married at 21, he seems not to have thought (no one
knows, of course) of solving this problem as his grand -
father had - by going West, where &and could be had very
cheaply. Anyway, he found himself a widower within four
years, most likely tecause physicians of that day knew
little about obstetrice and nothing about bacteriology.

¥hen Hiram (often referred to here as my "Granddad",
vhich was vwhat welg}yays callel him) married agsin, it was,
to Elma Erelsfor&iggﬂ on Dec, 24, 1585, He was a rural
"hired hand", a man who made a living by wbrking for
farmers who reeded extra help at certain seasons. Today,
I reed, the "hired hand" is a thing of the past - tech-
nocracy has done niim in., And it‘'s just as well, for such

lakor has traditionally been the poorest peid in the land.
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Today's migrant farm workers are the current equivalent,
and they are the sorriest segment of our agricultural
society.

But Granddad escaped, after a fashion, from this
straightjacket. On August 16, 1890, he wes deeded 25
acres of hillside and hilltop, at the extreme western
edge of the Brelsford (formerly Joe Love) place. On it he
built a small house; water was carried some 150 yards from
a spring, which was not on his land; and so far as I can
recall, this spring was the sole source of water for this
homestead. His second wife was a Brelsford, and I sus-
pect the price of this parcel of land was not large, nor
the terms hard. On it he managed a subsistence type of
living, supplemented by such extra wocrk as he could get -
mostly at John Sicker's, end Ralph Barcroft's (Mrs. B. was
his aunt). Feed for two cows, a horse, and two or three
hogs was raised; and there was, of course, the family's
vegetable garden. I am indebted to Mrs, Miriem Hunter
for a "Fifty Years Ago" clipping from the Coshocton Tri-
bune, dated Dec. 10, 1914. It reads: A 15-month-old
hog butchered by H.D. Fowler, Bacon Run, reportedly weighed
587 pounds. Residents said it was the largest hog ever
seen in the community."

Granddad was a better than average country fiddler.
In spite of having no instrument of his own, and rlaying
only now and then during the wintertime, ﬁe'was a bhetter
fiddler at 60 than either Dad or I - and we played quite
a lot in the winter, when I was 14 to 18 years of age.

He always played under the protest "I can't pley", but
with a glass or two of hard cider to help, he could saw
off the old dance tunes in amazing fashicn. He told me

once that his Grandfather (Richard I) had a brother who
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was a famous left-handed fiddler -~ played in Wash%pgton,
D.C. for some occasion, once. His name was Zadock3; or
Zedick (I think Granddad called him Zeddick). Also,
Granddad's fourth child (2nd marriage), Francisqﬁg)(Frankie)
was a promising violinist - he played by note, on an un-
commonly good instrument which my Dad gave him. Dad got
this fiddle from Amziah Eradford, a sawmiller, for whom
he worked a little in his late teens. Mr. Bradford was a
good fiddler, and probably taught Dad, who taught Frankie
and me. A Japanese named Suzuki has made a hig thing out
of teaching kids to play the violin by ear. It's not

new - folk-fiddlers have bteern learning that way since the
thing was invented.

Granddad was definitely not much of a talker - cuite
unlike my Dad and me in that respect. This laconic charac-
teristic did not desert him on the only occasion on which
he ever tried to drive an automobile. It was a rainy day,
and I had just finished grinding the valves of our 1916
Ford touring car. Urged by me to have a try at driving it,
as we took it for a trial spin down the valley, Granddad
assented, to my surprise. Everything went well, once we
vere under way, for about a half mile, when suddenly we
jumred a ditch, and went into a plowed field. Quiet
reigned for a moment -~ the engine was stalled - until
Granddad said, "I played hell, didn't I?" —

At about age 70, Granddad and "Grandma Did"ﬂoé\moved
over to Fowlers Corners, into the hcuse which my family had
lived in twice. They protably moved in, as we moved out
and hrack to Cosheocteon. After Grandma's death, Grandded
lived the last & or 1C years of his life with his son Ray
and wife, in Coshocton. At about 80, he had a severe

attack of shingles, and suffered a lot thereafter from re-
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sidual neurological effects. He was £8 when he died, ard
was said to still have all but one or two of his originel
permenent set of teeth. I think he might, if asked, have
attributed it to tobacco chewing. I never saw him smoke,
although he doubtless did, at times. I never saw him
without a mustache, and sometimes in the winter he would
have a beard. Ve have an excellent tintype picture of him
and his first wife Sarah (Sade) Criswell on their wedding
day. His only hirsute adornment then was a small clump

of whiskers depending from the cleft in his chin. He was
gseated - as was the photographic mode of that day - and
she was standing behind the left arm of the chair on which
he sat., They looked very grave, and well they might have,
considering the domestic tragedies which were so soon to

cone,

William Alberéi§: the youngest son of Richard II and Sarah
Wells, was torn in 1857. Although I knew Uncle Al tetter
than I did Granddad, in some ways - because he was & nore
outgoing fellow - I never felt the affection for him that
I did for Granddad. It was around 1905 or 1906 that I
became conscious of Uncle Al and Aunt Narzo; who now lived
in the big house., They had no children.

Since I have postulated that my Granddad, who was next
to the youngest of the six boys, became a '"hired hand"
on neighboring farms, it wouldn't be reasonatle for me to
surmise that the yourgest boy (A1) could find a foothold
on the family farm; and he didn't. Hunter's History of
Post Offices in Coshccton Co., Ohio quotes the Coshocton
Age, a newspaper, as saying that "Jerry Fowler and his trother
William A. formed a partnership in the Bacon, Chio store" -

which housed the post office - '"on April 28, 1€85". Two
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other references are made by the Age to "Fowler Bros.
Store" in 1886. The next cited reference, on June 30,
1904 was "Jerry Fowler, who has been in business for 23
years, recently sold his store to Royer and Stockum, and
moved to Coshocton this week."

In 1885, when the above named partnersnip was formed,
Uncle Al was 28 years old. Vhere did he get the money to
buy into Jerry's store? My guess, and it seems to grow
from haiy recollections, is that he had worked in stores
in Plainfield for 8 or 10 years and saved his money. He
married Nar Clevia Criswell, a younger sister of Sarah
Jane Criswell, my Granddad's first wife, which might also
suggest that he worked in Plainfield. It is even possible
that he and Aunt Nar were responsible for Hiram and
Sarah's romance,

In any event, Uncle Al terminatéd his parinership with
Uncle Jerry long btefore Jerry called it a day, in 1904.

Like Jerry, Al went to Coshocton to become a clerk in stores
there. Again, he seems to have saved his money (and this
vas easier with no children), for he returned to Bacon Run
about 1904, buying the "home farm" and living in the Big
House.

Extensive refurbishing of the house tcok place, such
as the enclosure cf the hack proch so that it became the ]
kitchen, and the ell room a spacious dining room. A fine ]
new barn, a new spring house, and a new privy completed
the building operations. For this the best trees of the |
woods to the east of the house (where Dad shot Alice's
cat) were cut, and sawed in the ravine at the northwest
lower corner of the wood lot.

In her work on newspaper files in Coshiocton, Mrs. Miriam

Hunter has found ccpies of several newsraper items relating
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to the Fowlers. The following should be inserted here:

"W,A. Fowler leaves for trip to Kansas". Aunt Nar probably
went, also, and of course it was a return visit to the cousins
who had earlier visited them. These cousins were Mrs.

James Sangster, of near Lyoﬁs, and Mrs. Richard Carroll

of La Cygne. A third daughter of Great Grand Uncle _
Williaééjswho went to Kansas was Mrs. William Wolfézj
(Katherine), but contact with them seems to have been lsst

by Aunt Kar, who was the correspondent in these cousinly
exchanges,

But Uncle Al wasn't much of a farmer, I think, al-
though the new barn and refurbished house and outbuildings
made the farm one of the most attractive places in the
compunity. Uncle Frank, who had been farming the place
all his adult life, helped some, but he wasn't well, and
so couldn't do much. Uncle Al wasn't a spring chicken
either, teing 47 or 48 years old when they moved back to
the farm,

The place was sold about 1920 to William Hart, who in
a few years sold it to Ralph Derr. The Derrs are hard
workers, and I think good farmers. They, of course, have
no sentimental feeling about the house they live in, or the
land they till. Some years ago they put shingles over the
siding. This probatly made it warmer, but to my eye it
ruined the looks of the place. An ugly coal furnace sits
in the middle of the historic basement room, and the wind-

ing stairs to the attic have been removed., Originally,

they wound from the tasement to the attic, btut Uncle Al

and Aunt Nar removed the basement-to-main floor segment.
The farm sold, Al and Nar "retired" to Plainfield,

where Uncle Al died in 1929, Aunt har lived to 1943 (as

did H.D.F.). With them, the third generation of Fowlers in

Coshocton Co. came to an end.
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THE FOURTH GENERATION,

First Marriage

=

Hiram D. Fowlegggf(my paternal grandfather) married
Sarah Jane CriswelfﬁQé:on Sep., 23, 1875, Sarah, or Sade,
as the family called her, was the oldest child of John and
Mary Criswell of Plainfield.

Although no one has told me so, and those of whom I

ight ask are gore, I suspect that Hiram D. and his young
wife lived in Plainfield, near her parents, and where he
could find work. Their first child, Charlesﬁgg; was prob-
ably born in 1875, since the second child (my Dadﬂz) wes
vorn in 1877. When Cherles was % or 4 years of age, he
had an abscess in his throat, helow the ear, The family
doctor, to cleanse his pocket knife blade, drew it

through a reaw potato. In the attempt Lo lance the gbscess,
the jugular vein was cut; whereupon "the doctor wiped

he knife blade upon his pants leg, closed his bag, and
drove away." Little Charles was buried in the Fowler
cenetery, I think, for a small white stone is there, with
the initials "C.¥.", and no stpne can be found for him on
the Criswell lots in Plainggfld.

My Dad, Richard Pricélf, the seccrnd child, was born
Cet., 14, 1677. More on Dad will follcw below,

The third pregnancy for Sarah resulited in her death,
at delyvery, and the death of the infant. She is buried,
apparently alone, about a quarter way down the west slore
of the Plainfield cemetery, but it is protable that the
infant was buried with, or beside, her. A modest sized

stone is inscribed "Sarah Jane Fowler, 1256-1879"., The
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stone was bought and placed by the Criswells, Iam sure,
for it is a perfect match for those on the big Criswell
lot, on the east slope. Besides, Granddad Fowler never
had the money to doit. Into this young woman's 23 years
are packed vital parts of the life of all, and I mean
literally ALL people living before antiseptics and the
many other advances in modern medicine - married at 17
and dying at 23 during the delivery cf a third child, a
delivery that today would protably be routine. Moreover,
the first child was lost under almest unhelievable cir-
cumstances. Since we are only tcdaymfighting the tattle of
contraception, we can be sure that even the word wasn'
known in our family 100 years ago. A casual stroll through
a few really old cemeteries tells this story in stone;
the percentages of burials of children and young women are
far, far grester than those to be found in newer cemeteries.
After his mother's death, Richard Frice's childhood
home was that of his Criswell grandrarents in Plainfield,
end judging from what I've heard, the childhood was un-
eventful. As he grew older, portiong of the summer vaca-
tions were spent on the Racon homestead of his paternal
grandparents. This arrangement of school year in the
villege, and summer on the farm could not have helped
broadening the growing lad. Dad had s tremendous reper-
toire of songs which he would sing, to his own guitar
accompaniment, at most any apopropriate occasion. He used
to say that singing was one of the common pastimes of a
bunch of boys in Plainfield, from a storefront late on
& Saturday night, walking to or from an ice-cream social
a8t some church, etc. One of my most prized possessicns

is a taped reccrding of his singirg some of these old
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ngs, and telling the old stories I knew so well (from
having listened to them many times)., This taping was
wade in 1954, when he was visiting us in Oberlin, and
protably ten years distant from his last previous per- [
formance of this sort.: |

Dad finished the eight school grades available &t

Plainfield, then took the &" grade a second year (for want
of something else to do) while living at Bacon. He
then took, and passed, the "Zoxwell" examination, which
entitled him to teach in any grade school in the sgtate.
But he seemed rever to have entertained the idez of teing
a schoolteacher, although he hed no other jok., Vhat he
did from then until he wmarried ny kKom, Stella Agnes
Aronhaltlwé: on reb., 11, 1892, at age 21, is something of

a mystery to me. To be sure, he helped Uncle Frank with

the seasonal farm work. I recall his rewarking that one
year re got 210.C0 "for a whcle summer's work".

I have the firm convicticn tret if he had 1314 en-

ct

couragement, and the resources, to continue his education,
he would have mastered e profession to his liking. He
vwas an omnivorous reesder - to his dying day, and, as I
told him in a hirthday letter late in his life "I think
you know more - atout more things - than any verson I
have ever known." I still think so.

I have interrogated every person wno knew him in those
days and they "guess" he did e lot of fishing ard hunting.

o
His grandfather Fowler (Richerd II“—) died in 1292, just
about the time he was doirng the 8% grade a seccnd time, at
the Eacon Run School, ard I suspect that he stayed cn with
his Grardrmother until qe married in 1899. About this time

his Uncle Richard III““, a wvidower, had & strcke, and came
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This "Uncle Dick" died in 1904,
a year after his mother's death.

to live with his mother.

- It is my desire to write, elsewhere, all I know about
vy Dad, but I know my failings end my age, and it is

likely that I'11l never get it down. So, it may be best to

go irto some detail, from time to time, here, at the risk
of boring & reader who cannot possibly feel as I do about
this person.




]

Stella .Aronhali Fowler, b, 1378, d. 1936

Richard Price Fowler, b. 1877, d.- 1956

-
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THE FIFTH GEWERATION (RICHARD PAUL)

Married to Stella A. Aronhalt, and soon to bte a father,
Dad had to abandon the cerefree life and settle down.
Be got a job with Ed Abtott's Drazying business in Cosboc-
ton., The first child, Delora V%inifred, was btorn in Co-
shocton Apr. 19, 1899QE§2 The mark of an "oldest" child
was not lost on Delora. She was conscientious, hard working,
and I dare sey a great help to mother. She even took
responsibility for getting me to school on {time - cerrying
my stuff, and urging me to walk faster as I moseyed along,
gometimes threatening to kill myself if I had to go to
school all my life. About the time Delora finished the
8"% grade of schocl, we moved from our home at the old
Tip Jennings place to the little house across the Big Read
from the Fowler Homestcad (the one 3ill Wolfe huili),
To the rear and slightly tc the west of this house sat a
little one - the one Mertin Lutz (Aunt Lizzie's father)
used for a shoe cohbler's shop. In this building, Delora
continued the 1itt1e'grocery store which Aunt Lizzie -
with the sometimé help of Doc Fowler (V. f9§3 - had kept
going after the big country store across the road had burned.
Fletch Duling was the lasi orerator there (the history of
the store business at Bacon started with Richard I, really,
and can be found in Miriam Hunter's "History of Coshocton
Co. Post Offices"). After a couple of yeers of store tus-
iress, Delors worked in Coshocton,

She married Roy Baker'-+7, of Plainfield, Sep. 24, 1921,
Roy is a carrenter and tuilder, and they have bougpt, re-~

Paired, built, ard lived in mary houses in the Plainfield




Bacon Run days--about 1913
Richard Paul Fowler & "0ld Kate™

Eloise Weston Fowler, b. 1905

Richard Paul Fowler, b. 1901
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area, Since 1934 they have lived in a fine new house in
what is the relocated village of Plainfield (construction
of the Wills Creek Dam, by the Muskingum Valley Conservan-
cy District, in 1935, necessitated the removal of the old
village to highér land, directly west). Since they have
no children, Delora more or less "mothers" her whole town
of 150 souls. Dad remarked to me several times that she
reminded him of Grandmother Criswell, in her corncern for
her neighbors.

Delora is an excellent cook and homemaker, lleedle-
work occupies some of her spare time, and she carried home
the Grand Champion Prize from the county fair in the fell
of 1966, for a "postage stamp auilt". It had over 5000

quilted pieces the size of a postage stamp.

On Feb. 13, 1901, Delora's father went to work in the mor-
ning, as usual. Vhen he returned at noon for dinner

(it wasn't lunch, then), Delora's baby brother had been
born, dinner was on the table, and the attending physi-
cien was sitting down to have his dinner with the family.
Aunt liargaret Aronhalt, wmother's sister, was on hand,

and of course had prepared the meal. How different this
all was from today's natal circuﬁstggg?s!

The boy was named Kichard Pau1112} end cf course is
the writer of these lines. In a month or two the family
moved to "the Trovinger place" on lMorgan Run's eastern
slope, near the hilltop. The reason for the chance was
thet Dad had secured a job in the Morgan Run ifire, whose
operationd were close by, %We lived there perhaps less
than a year, but in that interval the tax assessor (who

also collected vital statistics ) seems to have massed by:
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for only a few years ago, when I got a certified birth cer-
tificate, I found that I was born in Lafayedte Township.
The man assumed, I suppose, that the family was there
(Trovinger's is in Lafayette Township) when I was born.

At age 1% or so, after the family moved to Bacon Run,
Richard Paul had e severe throat and middle ear infection;
in fact his mother thought he was dying, and kept raising
and lowering his head so he could better breathe. An ear
drum broke at this point, and pus pcured out, making breath-
ing easier. Without antibiotics, or surgery if the mastoid
became involved, it was surely a squeaker, tut he did make
it.

Three successive moves were made down "The Run"

during my first six or seven years. The first was into
the old "McClure house" wnich had been huilt on land given
"Cclonrel Ferguson" for his worlk on the "Big House". Next,
ve were in the Ed. Stockum place. Both these houses were
ready for demolition when we lived in them, and are long
since gone. From Stockum's we moved a scant 200 yards to
the Tip Jennings place, wnich Dad and Mom bought. It

had 2 gcres, a house, and a small barn. The ten years or
so there were what 1 ccnsider my most formative ones.

The first six yeers of schooling, for me and my sib-
lings (excepting Mary), were at Trio - a one-room, frame
structure which rested astride the ridge which separated
Bacon Run from "Dutch" Run to the south. Although not
much more than a mile distant, the way was across a
"footlog" that spanned Bacon Run, up and around a btig hill,
and finally a long climb uphill through a forest. The
seats and desks were of uniform dimensions, end sometimes

I cried from leg aches resulting from sitting a long time
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without being able to get my feet on the floor. The

McGuffey Readers were an important part of the day, but I

liked history and geogrephy especially. Arithmetic was,

and has remained, wy poorest subject. '
The six years at Trio were followed by two years at

Bacon Run School, about two miles up the Big Road, toward

Coshocton. Somehow it was decided that Delora was not going

to go to high school, but I was. Dad wanted me to go to a
first grade high school, so my first year was at Vest Lafa- '
yette - six miles distant. By the end of that year it wveas
discovered that I didn't live in the township, and I was
told that next year tuition would have to be paid. S0,
next year I went to our Linton township, two-year high school,
which was only half as far away (at Plainfield).
Now came a critical time in my life - I was 15, World
War I was beginning for the U.S. (1916-1918), Dad knew
that I was not enjoying schoolj he said he thought that if
I had to go into military service at 18 I would be in
better physical condition for having done physical work
rather than going to school. So, he asked me if I would
like to go to the mines to work with him, and I said "Yes.".
Two years of shoveling coal plus a daily walk of 2%
miles to and from the mines easily convinced me that there

must he some bhetter way to make a living. This involved

a return to high school, this time in Coshocton. The mires
had made their impresgsion, for I finished first in wy class,
but wasn't granted the position of Valedictorian, for I
hadn't done all my work there.

There followed a year as clerk and shop boy for a
Plumbing concern in Coshocton. Turing this year a decision

was made to go to college at Ohio State, in Columbus.
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Armed with $200 and many misgivings, the big step was made
in the fall of 1922; emerging in J@ne 1926, with the degree
of B.A. and a major in bacteriology, I did not have to look
fer a job - one had found me, and I was already working in
the laboratory of the Ohio Department of Health. In addi-

tion to studies, two important events for me occurred. I

had met my wife to be, Miss Zloise Westonnla and I had lived

for three years in a fraternity house -~ a poor boy's fraten~
nity to be sure, but a good one (TLAT).

After a year and 3 months in the state laboratory, I
toock a position eas bacteriologist and milk sanitarian feor
the Loraim Co. District Dept. of Public Health, then lo-~
cated in Oberlin, Ohio. After a year, on Sept. 5, 1928,
Eloise and I were married and started housekeeping in Cber-
lin. By this time, she had taught 3 years in the Bethel
Township High School, in Miami Co. (no% far from where we
live now - 1967 - in Yellow Springs). To make a long story
short, this was my last regular place of employment - I
vorked there until I retired in July, 1962, Eloise and I ;

iave two children.




Liebherr Fowler, b. 1935

VWedding Picture

Shirley

chard W. Fowler
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Age 1% yrs.

o

Richard Vincént Fowler, b. 1959.




THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH GENERATIONS

Laurene Louigijzﬁwas born Sept. 27, 1931, in Mac-
Donald House, of the Maternity Building of Vestern
Reserve University Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. W. R.
Barney, M.D. was the presiding physician for Lolly, and
for Rich, who came along two years later. "Lolly" was a
chubby little girl, and as a matter of fact remained a
little on the plus side of an optimel weight until it was
discovered that she had diabetes, in the summer of 1951.
Although we know of no other diasbetics, on either side of
her inheritance, the experts now think a genetic factor
is always involved. Lolly was always a studious child,
and a very rapid reader. She graduated high in her high
school class, and Cum Laude from college (Miami Univ. at
Oxford, Ohio in 1952). An education major, she felt, as
a 20 yeer old graduste, that she wanted to weait a year or
two before teaching. So, she secured e place at Battelle
Memorial Institute, Columbus, Ohio, &3 a typist-secretary.
Ir ad@i}}on to pay, she found a husband, Vincent E.
YounélJA; who was then in Battelle's Chemistry Dept.

They were married in Fairchild Chapel, Oberlin College,
on July 11, 1954. Boih continued work at Battelle until
the summer of 1962 when Lolly vas expecting a baby in the

g
early fall. Thomas Vincent Ycungils’

was born Aug. 9,
1962, A second son, Edward Fowler Ybung116, was born Dec.
21, 1965.

Richard Weston Fowleéiqj?was born in dannah House,
University Hospital, Western Reserve Universgity, Jan. 4,
1924. He was two weeks overdue, and weighed 9 1lbs, 14 o=z.

This embryonic tendency to be overweight has stayed with him,
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Good in mathematics and wusic, he didn't care a penny
for school sports -~ or sports of any kind. Vhat did he do
while he was growing up? From about 12 years of age he
has been much interested in amateur radio (ham), and in
June, 1967 left his methematics teaching to take a job in
an electronics wmanufacturing plant where quality gear is
made for amateur radio operators., He is in charge of
"Customer Service", and loves.it. It involves his knowledge
of radio, his skill as a conciliator, and his excellent
letter-writing ability.

Two years in engireering school at 0.5.U., where his
entrance examinations placed him in the 94" percertile
of an entering class of more than 600, found him tarely
avoiding flunking out. He did, however, play in the march-
ing bard one year, but felt that it took too much time.
¥hen the R.0.T.C. found that he was color blind and said
"Sorry, you're out", he decided to get his military service
talren care of, and enlisted in the army - a three-year
hitch. .

418

On YMarch 9, 1956, Rich married Shirley Liebherr
whom he had met in college. Shirley was a Dayton, Ohio,
girl, enrolled in the College of Zducation at 0.S.U. She
taught a sixth grade in the Petershurg, Va. schools during
1956-1957. OCut of the army, the yourg couple returred to
Columbus, and 0.3.U., Rich transferring to Zducaticn
College where he was graduated in March, 1960, with a
maior in rhysics and a minor in wathemstics. Shirley was

Eraduatequﬁn Jurne, 1252, and their firet child, Richard
VincensT1E: 5 9
acent ™", was born ilov. 4, 1959.

A teaching joh in the Hadison, Chig High Scheol took
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them to that locallty. There Lance Aaron€é§3was born, I;gp.
20, 1961; Linda Lee 'Lon Sep. 1, 1962, and Neil Westor\gg’)
on Nov, 23, 1964.

A word about tre physical types of our kids may be
in order. Léurene is 5'2" or 3" in height, and of average
preportions., Her eyes are hlue and her heir is almost
red, rut not quite, except in certain lights. She now
weighs 117-112 nrounds. Doth ner children were delivered
ty Caeserean section.,

Rich is what I would charecterize zs a "llesomorph" -
a thick, heavy “ody, with short (hv cormerison) appendages.
He has shoulders like the "Village Blachsmith", “ut his aras
are so shoxrt that, in the Army, re always had to have his
shiirts and jackets tailored. Nevertiheless, hig legs
are long enoﬁgh to give him a height of 5'8" or 9", He
is color-blind (most trouble with pastel colors), end now
is losing the hair on his head in a pattern somewhat like
that of his grandra VWeston. The color of his eyes is

light brown ~ a shade darxer trhan his mother's: mine are
blue.
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THE FIFTH GENERATION, SIBLINGS

The third child of Richard Price Fowler and his wife Stella,
named Mary Isabelle 25, was born Jan. 14, 1905. About this
time, Uncle Al and Aunt Har were moving from Coshocton hack
to the o0ld homesiead on Bacon Run. They had no children,
ard en arrangement was wade whereby Iary, et perhaps one
year of age, went to live with them as their child, although
she was never legally adopted. This took some weight from
Yother's shoulders, and was timely, for she had had a
serious (undisgnosed) illness between my hirth and HMary's,
ard from pictures of her at this period of her life she
wasn't very strong.

As liary passed through childhood, the resi of her real
family was never more than a mile eway, so the separetion
wasn't as rigorous as it might otherwise have been., A
touching little incident of this period bears retelling.

In good weether, Mary would sometimes wait along the Big
Rcad, in front of the Big House, for her father to pedal
his bicycle past as he returned home from the mines.

She would say "Hello, Dad ~-- Goodhye." This story at-
tested to by both participants may suggest a lorely child,
and a father whose perceptions did not include ihe idea
that he should ston a moment end bestow more than a word
upon his child. Arrived home, ne siowed no more affection
to the rest of us. I cannot recall ever seeing =y father
kiss ay mother or one of his children. In his defense,

I think it must be said that disrlays of affeciion were rot
85 common in those days as et prezent, and that Le had heen

reared hy grendparents vwho after 5C or 60 years of asso-
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ciation, tyreally were not demonstrative in displays of
affection., From observation, I know this to have been
true in the Criswell family, but I was born eight years
affer Richard II died, and so did not know this couple;
but there is no reason to suppose that the relationship
here was any different.

Mary attended the Bacon Run grade school, and four
years later was graduated from Coshocton High School.

She then ettended a "Hormal" school, or "Teacher's Col-
lege", for two years, at what is now lMuskingum College,

New Concord, Chio., That was followed by 2 or 3 years
teaching in grade schools in Linton Township. Heg\?eaching
was terminated by her merriage to James 2. BairdizA; a
young Linton Township farmer, on Feb, 1, 1930, at Elyria,
Ohio, _

Soon, the young couple purchased the Jim Harstine farm,
which is atout a mile north of Plainfield, where they still
reside, Their older son David E.qgéiyas born Dec. 21,
1931, and the ycunger son, Dale E.o?éi on Jan, 28, 1936,
Dave was graduated from Onio State Univ., and after a year
of waiting, assumed his R,0,T.C. vank of 2nd Lieutenent
in the U.S. Air Force. He is now & lajor, statiocned in
the Pentagon, %Washington, D.C., following three years in
Bthiopia, Ckinawa, end various assignments in the U.S. On
Jun, 6, 1959 he was married to Donnie L. LockfﬁQTZ Their
clder son John Curtisi2§>wa§E?orn Jul. 3, 1960. The

129,
rounger boy, James Douglas~"; wag “orn Sep. 24, 1962,

126" e NP
Dale == married Bartera K. Roof

-29 of West Lafayette, Ohio.
This was after one year at Chio State, and two years in

the U.S. Army, most of which time was spent in Germany.
Following Dale's graduation from a "barber's college" in

Columbus, he and Barbara located in Columbus, where Dale
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owns & barber shop. They have two girls and a boy: Regina

q30

Rae, born Mar. 15, 1959 , Deverey Dale, born Feb, 19,

P~ ‘\’
1960¢§g; and Bret Hart, born May 23, 196512}.

Jeremiah Edgarfﬁﬁé fourth child of Richard P. Fowler, was
torn Feb., 12, 1907, and the name is doubtless for his
great uncle Jerry. The family called him Edgar, Ed, and
Yddie, and & few friends stuck to "Jerry". No unusuel
illnesses or accidenis marked his growing years, although
he did seem to get into namerous "jams" in his childhood.

In school, Eddie showed a fine intelligence - studies
were never a probhlem. iHe attended Trio School with Delora
and me, and moved to Bacon School with us when the family
moved up the Run. Near the end of the 7% grade year,
he threatened the teacher (Mrs. Harvey Fowler) with an ink
bottle as she apprcached to administer some corporal punish-
ment, He was suspended for the few remaining days of the
school year. (This episode was almost an exact re-enactment
of one Edgar's father had with a young woman teacher when
he was in the &Y grade, in the very same school room.

A schoolmate of Ded's, George Amore, row a retired minister
in his nineties, wrote me this, and more, about my Dad, in
response to a letter of wmine. Dad wasn't suspended -

the teacher guit teaching!)

At the time of Eddie's involvement, a county - perhaps
State-wide - examination was still being held for kids
wishing to enter high school without the conventional grede
€xperierce., Edgar toock this exam, and according to Dad
Pessed it with flying colors, and the following fall en-~
i Tolled as a freshman at Coshocton iigh School. 3By the time
of hisg graduation, I was at Chio State Urniv. and was con-

Vinced of the desirability of a college education., TEdger
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vas persuaded to enter Carregie Technological Institute
at Pittsburgh. Promising interest in his school work was
eclipsed by his interest in a Bacon Rur girl, Annabell
Wisemaﬁigﬁ% and they were married at the conclusion of
his one year in college.

Eddie was now faced with the same situation his father
hed had - a wife and child to support, and no trade. In-~
fluenced by my connections withthe Central Plumbing Co.
in Coshocton (I worked there a year before going on to
college), he started a plumher's apprenticeship taere, and
in due course finished it, and worked there as & journey-
men for ten or twelve years. With the advent of the
war of the 1940's, Eddie started working on the large
government-sponsored buildings of that period. His one
vear of college fave him an advantage over journeymen
witn only high school academics, and from then until his
death, he stayed with the big jobs - usuelly in some
supervisory capacity. His last job was as "Pipe Super-
intendent" on a $3,000,000 school building.

Like his Dad, Eddie brought his family back to Eacon
Run (late 1930's), buying the very same "Tip Jennings"
property where he had lived as a kid., But they were again
to live in Coshocton, where they built & house on the corner
of Pine and South Ninth Sts. Later, they bought in Plain-
field, and in 1964 they moved into a new house they had

built on the south side of West Lafayette.

—

1345
Ed and innabelle had two sorns, Floyd Richard1'J and

Vilfred 5,127, vorn Aug. 19, 1931 and Har. 9, 1933, respect-

lvely, Both were graduates of Coshocton High School, where

Bill starred in foottall. Bill had 3 years and 2 quarters

°f college at Ohio Univ. and at Chio State Univ. Dick
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became & plumber, working his apprecticeship at the same )
shop where his father had started. He then worked with
his father, and soon became quite skillful in the design-
ing and installation of the small copoer pipe systems
vwhich vacuum controls require. He lives in North Canton
novw, and for some years has had supervisory positions with

companies doing thls kind of work

q38"

Dick's f;ISu marriage to Joan C. McClain ended in

a divorce in a year or so. A son, Richard Wubewe 39, born
Apr. 20, 1951 (called Rick), was resared by Ed and Annabell.
Ee is now in high school, and doing very well academically.
On Sep. 23, 1955, Dick warried RBarbara A. Benduréigpl They
have three girls and a bhoy: Dehra Lee, Cynthia Rse,
Stephen Price, and Sreryl Lynn.

Wilfred E, (Blll)ﬂil has hed varied ewmployment. For
the past 4 or 5 yesrs he hes done extremely well as a
torwe fire elarm silesman in northeastern Chio., e was

AL

married to Elaine L. Donley~"~ cn Mey 6, 1955, and they
have two children, James =, and Elizahefh Arm,

Atout a year after Ed and Annakell moved into their
nevw house in Yest Lafayette, Eddie died of & cororary throm-
bosis on Mar. 25, 1965. He was ill only 24 hours, and
had worked all of the day before his death. Amnnatell and
Rick, and Anrebell'8 saged mother, are still in the new

house at West Lafayette, Ohio.

4—\
¥ or Sassv, as her nickname came to te,

was born to Richard P. T or May 4, 1910. As a child, she

Sarah Katherine™-

had a severe mestoiditis, but it seems not %o have affected
her hearing. She finished grade school, but did not enter

high school., She married Delbert Fitzpatrick. Iwo dau-
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ghters, Bettf 4%, bora Apr. 19, 1933, and Doris!%Zwere born

to them beﬂg;e they were divorced.

Bett§144:was something of a broblem child, but at
14 or 15 was straightening out. She was working for a
rural family, and one day, Mar. 3, 1950, when the family
was away, her clothes were accidentally ignited by an open
fire. She died in a few hours from her burns, and is
buried on Dad and Mother's lot in Plainfield, as are two
stillborn children, ocne for Ed and Annabell, and one for
Dad and Mom. Both of these were girls, and oy stillborn
sister came between Mary and Edger.

Doris Eileenqgﬁ'was born Aug. 22, 1934, She attended

grade school in Coshocton, end after Sarsh's divorce lived
near Conesville with her father's sister. From this place
of residence she attended the Conesyilie schecls., The

Aunt and Uncle died, ard Toris, now 19 or 20 years of age,
married LaVerne Kent., They have three children, and live
near Varsaw, Ohio. The children are James Arthur,

Deborah Ann, and Janice Eileen.,
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THE FOURTE GEWERATION.

Second Marriage

It was over six yeasrs after the death cf his first
wife that Granddad married agairn. On the day tefore
Christmas, 1685, he was married to Zlma B*elsford1 7
daughter of Tavid and Catherine Ann (Thomas ) Drelsford.

Under the "Third Generation", above, I have descrited
the 25 acre' site which was home to this couple ard their
five children., Iieedlass to say, ncre of them could lool
forward to Inheriting much wien their pearents were gone.
merl Prelsford®’ -

Earl Erelsford *°, who was rorn vo Hiram and Elwma on

Dec. 19, 18€4 and died Jul. 19, 1259, attended Trio

Grade 3chonl, as Aid all his sibtlirgs, and seerms to have
bad urusual mechanical endeowrent, as evideuced bty bis a
ability to secure good joks as a sor: of "self-made
nechenic", le worled in Coshocton for a few yesrs, and

s Shirley Etrel S$ud°“0483
whose family hore was in Frasklin Township, near Vills
Creek Store.

Earl's wife was born Jen. 2, 1386, end died Jul. 29,
1249, Treir children were Carolyn Isabel (Mrs. William
Henry), Shirley Flma (lirs. Rotert Benmer), Raymend Stu-
der, erd Helern flene., These children live ir the LXron,
Chio vieinity, and btheir parents are buried in St. Faul's

Lutheran churcayard, Franklia Township.

)

O

’

Ra:mond ﬁ.‘ﬁf'was torn lov. 8, 18E6. Ray has told =ze

+ N
that at age 14 he was doing a "kired man's worlk" on the
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Ralph Zarcroft farm, where his father also worked at times.

e T

But the farm was not to claim him, for he went to Licking 1

County to work in the oil field there. On Dec. 24, 190G,

50
D', of Tohcso,

he was married to Miss liyrtie Belle Tobson™

a smeall village hetween Wevwark and Zanesville., Ray, like
g A

Zarl, seems to have loved machinery and in due course

atteined the status of "driller", which is about as far

as 8 worker can go in the developmental stages of oil \
production, ‘
On retirement, Ray and iyrtie moved to Coshocton, |
where Ray kept active by clerking ir his brother Harvey's
store, arnd later operating macainery for an egricultural
comtine in the Coshocton river bottoms., XNow past €O,
he seems in good health. Physicelly, I think he is much
like Granddad's description of Richerd I: medium height, [
thick, stocky hody, end straight hair - now white, tut
brown in his earlier years. Ray is an excellent conver-
sationalist. HKe sends me & birthday card each jear, and
once or twice I have necticed that he used an f for the
second s of a double s. This is old style script, of
course, and he is the only person I've ever corresvponded
with who has used it.

Ray and lMyrtie have no children., Myrtie died Apr. 6,

19€8, following a stroke. 3Burial was in Fairfield Ceme-

tery, West Lafayette, Chio. She was born ¥ar. 7, 1°87.

qg;\
Harvey Sicker =- was torn Fek, 10, 12889, and died Jul. 21,

1267. Almost exactly 12 years my senior, Hsrvey nust have
been a garglirg teen-ager when I ‘ecame old enoush %o take f
note of peorle outside our immediate family, and he came es

close as anyone to teing in it, without actually reing so.
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It seems that, like perpetually hungry boys, he cculd be
easily conned into sitting down at our tatle if he was
around near mealtime, He was a slender fellow all his
life, and as & hoy probably looked hungry when he wasn't.
Early in his life the nare of "Jim Dog", or usually

"Jia" was bestowed . he said - by Charlie Cross, & boy of

atout his age who lived down the Run. According to the
story, Charlie - who couldn't pronounce some vwords correct-
ly - said: "Jim Dog, what girl you smellir' woun now?"
After that, he was "Jim Dog".

Harvey gight then have heen "smellin' woun" Miss
Edna McCunéigg; of the North Eend neighborhood, for tﬁgy;
were married Sep. 22, 1910. Cne child, a son Francisﬂ§§;
was born to them. This toy went tc France in the war of
the 1940's. He was critically wounded - a tullet in the
brain - but survived, though paralyzed on cne side. On
convalescence, he moved to Florida where he cotpleted
college and law school, end practiced law for a lew years
before his death on Jun. 17, 195€. He is huried in Arling-
ton Kational Cemetery.

Harvey's wife Edna taught school for some years, and
was the Bacon Run School teacher whom my brother Edgar
threatened with an ink bottle. RBdrna died in 1947 after
8 lingering illness (not cancer).

As a young man, "Jim" worked here and there - on a
sawmill, seasoral agricultural employrent, etc. n the
vwintertime he was a dealer in furs, ard an extremely skill-
ful nunter of fur-bearing animals. Ile was especially
adept at finding the winter dens of skunks (which provided
the bulk of the fur crop). These were in holes in the

ground, and much pick and shovel work was required to dig
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them out. Kot infrequently, Harvey and Dad end I (when I
became old enough) teamed up on these digs. One of the
last was & notable one - we got 11 skunks from one den!
What a smell!! This sort of hunting is now illegal, as
perhaps all hunting should be.

I don't know vhere Harvey and Edna were during the
depression 30's, but not long after those years they moved
to Coshocton, wnere he owned & smell grocery store until
about 1950, when he "retired". This retirement was a new
chapter in his life, for he tegan collecting, repairing,
and selling old timepieces. This required the attendance
at many "sales" and aucticns. "Jim™ must have had some of
Earl's and Ray's mechanical skill, for Coshccton jewelers
sometimes sent him timepieces they couldn't fix.

As we grew older, the differences in cur ages seemed
less, and we enjoyed reminiscing about the o0ld times.

Our exchange of birthday cards reflected this, for I would
address:his "Jim Dog Fowler", and he would address mine
"Paul Kruger Fowler". (My "Paul Kruger" came from the
Dutch hero of the Roer Wer, whose name was Paul Kruger.
Doc chler,'who was ?rone to do sueh things, hung the
Kruger onto my middle name. Ny Criswell cousins still
call me "Krug")

The space I have devoted to "Jim", as compared to
that for Earl and Ray, means simply that I knew him a
good deal tetter - and saw more of him.

Fran -'5§Z? 5
ancig--Z.>, who wes borrn Jul. 24, 1891, and died Jan. 17,
1955, wvas the student of the family, hecoming the valedic-

torian of his high school cless, at Plainfield. iany

years later he told me trat Ohio Wesleyarn College, at Tela-
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ware, granted him & 4-year scholarship, and for a number
of years would write to him each fall to see whether he
would accept it. He chose, instead, to teach in township
schools for about 10 years (he vwas my 8% grade teacher at
Bacon Run School), after which he entered Bliss Business
College, in Columbus, Ohio. For many years before his
death he was chief bookkeeper of the Columtus Water Works
Department.

Frankie, as we always called him, was a handsome fellow,
of average tuild, and had the straightest shoulders I
ever saw. He said this resulted from his half-trother
Price (my Dad) thumping him on the tack and saying
"straighten up!". As in everything he did, Frankie took
this effort seriously, and customarily carried a stick
across his hack and hooked in front of each eltow, as he
walked to and from Plainfield High Schcol, three miles
distant. The result was that he had to have the coat of
every suit teilored to fit his abrormally straight shoul-
ders.

My Dad gave Frankie his violin when Frankie was 14
or so, and true to form, he taught himself to play "from
notes"., No one else in the countryside cmld do this, and
this was of ten mentioned. Frankie was also athletic to a
degree, and was one of the gang of young fellows my Tad
played baseball with on Sunday afternoons. Dad taught
Frankie to throw curve balls (ins, outs, and drops) and
he pitched ir pick-up gemes amound Flainfield, and in Co-
shocton, where his cousin Donald Bakerzz-was nis catcher.

On Oct. 26, 1921 Frankie and Belle McCune155 wvere
tarried, Belle was a sister of Edna kMcCune, Harvey's

wife, and was 2 classmate of PFrankie's at Plainfield
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High School,

56

married Barbara Canine on Dec. 22, 1951. They have a

Their hoy, Eugene Francis wes born Apr. 4, 1925,
boy, Steven B., and a girl, Sharon Lee.

Evelynji]i Frankie and Belle's daughter, married
Joseph M, Shinn. They have two girls: Susan Valerie
and Kimterley Xay.

About the time of Frankie's death in 1955, Eugene,
who had just finished a master's degree in chemical engi-
neering at 0.5.U., took a job with General Electric, in
California, BEvelyn's husband!s work took him to Norfolk,
Va., and they have lived there since. Belle has lived with,

or near them, since Frarkie's death.

Nellie, the fifth child of Hiram and Elma, was a chubhy
girl, witih hlack hair, when I became conscious of her as
8 fellow pupil 2t Trio School. MTrio was a ore-room frame
gtructure which sat astride the ridge between Bacon Run
and Dufch Run, to the south. Although youthful mezories
are supposed to be the best - certainly when we sre old -~
ny own experience suggests that we don't remember much about
our youthful peers. Chikdren's povers of analysis must
be nil. This observetion gocws from my inability to remem-
ber much atout my half-aunt Hellie except how she looked.
I can add only that she was a pleasant and well-liked
school fellow.

Nellie did not go to high school, but stayed rome with
her aging parents. She had an active ming however, and
in her always bteautiful hendwriting corresponded with

Mrerous people. One of these persons was g Caradian

bachelor, living on his home place near London, O,tario.
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In due course they were married, and lived for some years
on Wesley's farm - his name was Wesley Armstrongﬂiﬁz
Eventually the place was sold and they came to live in the
Coshocton vieinity. There were no children, but I notice,
when visiting Nellie and Ves, that they always mention the
nice children in their neighbtorhood. Evidently the gene-
ration gap is being bridged successfully by them. Also,
it is good to note that they are teking the illnesses and
incapecities of advancing years cheerfully, and without

comrlaint.
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Recepitulation

And so comes to a close this story of the Coshocton
County Fowlers. Records have beea found for severel
Fowler families, in the early years, who were not related
to my family. They seem to have moved on. Of course,
with the growing population of recent years, the Fowler
naze is now to be found, possitly, attached to more fam-
ilies which are not related trhan to those who ere. For
fifty years, our Fowler name has heen leaving the
county for college, for better jobs elsevhere, etc.

Once gone, they have nct redurned, except to visit,

As elsevhere, farmsteads are venishing, mestly in the
Bacon Run country, under the impact of explosives and
giant pcwer shovels vhich remove the tops of the hills
and then scoop up the coal.

It would have been a more complete story if I'd
started writing thirty yeers ago, but if I had done it
then, it would not have been passihtle for me to develop
so well an idea which occurred to me only a few days ago.
This is sioply that it would be fitting to close with some
observations which contain a sense of the passof time -
like those in the introduction.

Everyone says "everything changes", and ro one

‘argues, It nay taxe ten billion years to okbserve this,

a8s in the case of our middle-azed sun. It may take a mil-
lion or so years to ncte chenges in some plent or animal
Specieg, hut changes have teen coming fast since lhe ap-
Pearance of the animal called nomo sapiens., His use of

Steam for power was the snowhall wiich became an avalarche.

e ———
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Richard I was a frontier lad of 15 years when James
Yatt patented his steam erngine in England. So it is not
surprising that we find Richerd still using water power
as he contructed a will race from the westernmost point
vhere his toundary crossed the Big Run, and carrying this
northward, and then south, to en "up-and-down" saw mill
near the site of his first catin. As a kid, I caught
sunfish in the deep hole where the water had discharged
at the mill site. My Dad showed we faint outlines of the
0ld =ill race, but they are zone now,

This crude, water-powered mill wes apparently the
first technologicsal knock on the door of 19% century
Bacon Rur.

After shelter, food was the concern of colonists.
But first the trees had to te Telled, and usually turned,
save for a few acres in esach farm.'(jrain crors were har-
vested first by cradle (a specialized scythe), then hy
resper, then %y binder, and finally %y combine. But the
comhine helorgs to arother age, thet of the internsl com-
tustion engire. Threshing day, how rouantic, and socially
satisfying! In my day on 3Bacon Run, wheet was hauled
to the steam powered nill at Flainfield, where it was
ground into flour, middlings, shorts, and “ran., The
livestoc!s got the best of it, and +he hurens used only the
Prized white flour. I can rememher t.e first loaf of
"ballery bread" that came into our home. It was a novelty,
erd was proahly much superior in qualitv io today's
“ess~-nroducad oproduct,

There was & "0 oftice at Bzcon, established in

RO a 3 P o . - eI
1656, 4 .eiguhor of the Fowlers, J.H, Sicher, was the

—

1rst posimasier. Villiam Fowler, secord sor of Richar?
u

Succended lir. Sicker in 1261, ard served




Jerry Fouler, a son of Richard II, wes posimesier froz
18€0 to 1204 (See "Pogtal Hister;r of Cos'.octon County,
1205-1961", Yy Miriem C. Hunter).

Today, a fine tar-surfaced highway, irstead of th
nerrow dirt road of my torhood, runs the length of Bacon
Run valley.

As a2 small toy, I saw two companies b=ild telephore
lines down the valley {ore soon failed). “hen they came
to Tip Jervings' provert;, he said: "I own this plzce
from heave: to hell - get over!'". They gct, tut trought
the two lires back across the road as soon as Tip's rlace

was passed.

The radio teem for east-west airplane traffic is atout

three 2iles south of Bacon Run and the east-bound jevus,
vhici fly rcrth of the team, sound like distant freight
trains, frca their 30,000-35,000 feet altitude.

In the suomer of 1965 a 15-18 inch pipe lire (for
Texas gas or .0il) was run the length of the wvalley.

The Big Run in wnhich I fished and smem, long ago,
turrned red from the acid mine drainsge in it. liot even a
froz or crayfish can now Ue found there. The recent
stripping of the coal from the ridges élong the velley
will undoubtedly agzravate this sad state.

A sving of the ecological pendulun cen be seen in
the return of deer to Coshocion County (and generally
throughout the state). This reflecis mostly the waring
8@griculture, with consequent improvement of browsing
acrezge on aba~ndcened or slightly-used farms, Deavers,
2lso unseen in my youth, have Leen stocked by wildlife
worizers in soue places and seen tc te once more "At liome

in 014 Chio".
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For me the most striking change has been the almost

coaplete disappearance of the friends and families who were

our neightors in the first two decades of this century.

One person only remains of all the people I knew there

in those days. vengler Sicker, now a widower, still
lives in the same house, on land which formed the western
boundary of Richard I's holding. His grandfather was the
first postmaster at Bacon. I am, of course, azong all
those who left these scenes, these hills of home which

I love so much.
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9. Archibald Elson, father-in-law of 1. 1754-1824.

10.

11.
12,
13,
14.

15.
16.
17.
1€.
19.
20,

1.
22,

.Richard I "the first", founder of the Ohio line.

_Christena Hopkins Fowler, suggested mother of 1.

84

IDENTIFICATION BY ARABIC NUMERALS IN TEXT

1784-1866.

John Fowler, trother of 1.

Zedick Fowler, brother of 1 (Zedock, Zed are variants)
Susan Fowler, sister of 1. Unmarried. ca. 1800-1860+
Richard Fowler, suggested name of father of 1.

Christena Fowler, suggested sister of 1.
Johnsy Fowler (variant of 2, probably).

Numbers 5,6,7, and 8 are on the tasis of a note by
Nell Rarcroft Kinner, no. 29.

Jane Elson Fowler, wife of 1, daughter of 9. 1788-1872

Eloise Weston Fcwler, wife of writer. 1905-
Elizabeth Fowler Williams, daughter of 1. 1808- ? .
John Fowler, son of 1. 1609-1€93,

Rebecca Fowler Dean, daughter of 1. 1811~ =

vife of Daniel Dean, no. 57.

Hiram Duling Fowler, grandson of 1, grandfather of
the writer. Hd.D.F. 1854-1943.

Richard Fowler II, son of 1, father of 15, 1618-1892,
(Richard) Price Fowler, son of 15, father of the
vriter. 1877-1955,

Sarah Wells [owler, wife of 16. 1816-1203,

(Vao.) Alvert Fowler, son of 16 and 18. 1857-1929.
Far Olivia Criswell Fowler, wife of 19. 1861-1243.

¥William Fowler, son of 1. 1813-1875.

William Wolfe, husband of 23.

Katherine Fowler Wolfe, daughter of 21.

Delors Fowler ITeker, sister of writer, daughter of 17.
John Wells Fowler, 2nd son of 16. 1344-1929.

Kezish (Cisizh) Wells Fowler, first wife of 13.
1817-1850,

Ralph Barcroft, husband of 28, 1837-1909.

Barbara Fowler Zarcroft, dasughter of 13. 1845-1909.
Nell Barcroft Kinrer, daughter of 28. 1872-1956,
Richard Fowler III, second son of 16. 1845-1904,




31.
32.

33.

34.
35.

360
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

46.
47.
48‘
49.
50.

51-
52.
53.

54.
55.

56.
57
58.
59.
60,

61.
62,

63,
64.
65.
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Wm, O. Fowler ("Doc"), son of 30. 1880-1930.
Mary Fowler Hershman, daughter of 1. 1830- .
Christena Fowler Hawk Davis, daughter of 1.
1820-1913.
John F. Williams, son of 12. 1833~ .
Richard Williams, son of 12.

James Williams, son 8f 12.

George Williams, son of 36.

Charles Williams, son of 36.

Ida Williams , dau., of 36.

Merion Williams, son of12. 1838~ .

Sevilla Williams Weatherwax, daughter of 12,
William Williams, son of 12,

Warren Williams, son of 12,

Elizabeth Fowler Bzrcroft, oldest child of 13.
John Barcroft, husband of 44.

Wilbert Barcroft, son of 44 and 45.

Wilbert RBarcroft, son of 27 and 28.

/{illiam Henry Fowler, son of 13. 1840-1864.
Mary Ermsn Fowler, wife of 48. 1839-1912.
Margaret Masten Bercroft 3ibb, daughter of 51.

Lura RBarcroft Masten, daughter of 27 and 28.
Marilyn Martin, deaugnter of 50.

Kathryn Kinner Stinemates, daughter of 29, wife
of Philip Stinemates.

John Lee Barcroft, son of 47.

Margaret Fowler, daughter of 13, died young.

Jene McCune Fowler, second wife of 13, 1815 - ? .
Daniel Dean, husband of 14. 1805 - ? ,

Hannah Fowler Hawk Duling, daughter of 1. ca. 1816 -7,

George Hawk, first husband of 58. 1815-1846.
Elijah Duling, second husband of 58.

Elizabeth Platt Fowler, wife of 21. 1818-1875.
Rebecca Fowler lMcKee, daughier of 21 and 61.
1846-1903.

Sam McKee, husband of €2, 1341-13902.

Sarah Fowler Sangster, daughter of 21 and 61.
James Sangster, husband of 64.

o et T aaioi




Elizabetn Fowler Carroll, daughter of 21 and 61.
Richard Morrow Carroll, husband of 66.

Christena Fowler Hawk Davis, daughter of 1.
1820-1913  (duplicates no. 33)

William Hawk, first husband of 68, 1815-1843.
Charlotte Hawk Newell Beker, daughter of 68 and 69.
1844 - 7 .

James W, Davis, second husband of 68, 1820-1873,
George Newell, first hustasnd of 70,

John D. Raker, second hushand of 70,

Presley Davis, son of 68 and 71.

Donald Raker, grandson of 70.

zadock Fowler (Zedick, Zedoc, Zedekiah), youngest

Mary Marlett Fowler, wife of 76.

William Fowler, son of 76. 1869-1954.

Grace Fowler Almack, granddaughter of 76.

Mary J. Fowler Hershman, 9% and youpgest child of 1.
1830 - . (duplicates no. 32)

John B. Hershman, husband of 80,

Mona Heeg Rooi, greet-grandchild of 80; great-great-
granddaughter of 1.

William Rood, husband of 82.

John Richard Fowler, 1st son of 25, 1865-1962.
"Hill John",

Elvie Fowler Marlatt, daughter of 25. 1869-1964.

Harold Fowler, son of 85.

Permelia Fowler Woodward, daughter of 25.

Sarah Fowler Marlatt, daughter of 25, 1879-1963.
Hildred Fowler Welker, Jaughter of 88, wife of Roy
Welker, .

Laura Fowler Workmar, daughter of 25, wife of
Frank VWorkman,

Effie Fowler Workman, daughter of 25, wife of
Frank Workman,

John Francie Fowler, son of 25. 1876-1955.
hustand of Nora Latham,

Ruth Fowler Derr, daughter of 92, wife of Charles
Derr.

Lloyd Fowler, son of 92, Dborn ca. 1910

Margaret Fowler, daughter of 25. Died at 2 yrs.




96, Richard Fowler III, son of 16. 1845-1904.
(duplicates no. 30)
97. Mina Collins Fowler, wife of 96, 1850-1897.
98, Wm. Owen Fowler. 1880-1930. (duplicates no. 31)
99. Margaret Aronhalt Fowler, wife of 98. 1872-1943,
100. 1Isatell Fowler, dau. of 16. Died in infancy.
1847-1848.

101. Mary Fowler, dau., of 16, twin of 104. Died in
infancy. 1852,

102, Francis Fowler (Uncle Frank), son of 16. 1849-
1915.

103, BElizabeth Lutz Fowler, wife of 102. 1863-1940.

104. Jeremiah Fowler. (Uncle Jed), son of 16. 1852-§910.

105. Alice Williams Fowler, wife of 104. 1863-1947.

106, Sara Jane Criswell Fowler, first wife of 15, and
sister of 20, 1856-1879.

107. Elma Brelsford Fowler, second wife of 15. 1856-
1937.

108. Charles Fowler, first child of 106 and 15. Died
young.

109. Stella Aronhalt Fowler, wife of 17, mother of the
writer. 1878-1936.

110. Delora Fowler Baker. 1899- . (duplicates no, 24.)

111. Roy "Tom" RBaker, husband of 110, 1896~ .

112, Richard Paul Fowler, son of 17 and 109. 1901~
The Writer.

113. Laurene Fowler Young, dau. of 112 and 11. 1931-

114. Vincent Edward Young, husband of 113.

115. Thomas Vincent Young, first son of 113 and 114.
1962~ .

116, Edward Fowler Young, 2nd son of 113 and 114.
1965" e
117. Richard Weston Fowler, son of 112 and 11. 1934-
118, Shirley Liebherr Fowler, wife of 117.
119. Richerd Vincent Fowler, first son of 117 and 118,
1961‘ .
120. Lance Aaron Fowler, 2nd son of 117 snd 118. 1961- .
121. Linda Lee Fowler, daughter of 117 and 118. 1962-
122, Neil Weston Fowler, 3rd son of 117 and 118.
1964~ 3




123,

124.
125.

126.
127+
128,
129.
130.

131,
122,
133,
134.

135.

136.
137.

138,
139.
140.

141 L]
142,

143,
144.

145,

146.
147.
148.
149.
150.

151,

1520
153.

es

Mary Isabelle Fowler Baird, 3rd child of 17 and 109.
1905~ o

James P, Beird, husband of 123, 1903- .

David Martin Baird, son of 123 and 124. 1931- .
Dale Baird, son of 123 and 124. 1936- .

Donnie Locke Baird, wife of 125. 1934~ i

Jon Baird, son of 125 and 127. 1960~ .
James Baird, son of 125 and 127. 1962~ "
Barbara Roof Baird, wife of 126. 1936=- .

Regina Baird, daughter of 126 and 130, 1959- .
Devrey Baird, daughter of 126 and 130. 1960~ .
Bret Hart Baird, son of 126 and 130. 1963~ .
(Jeremiah ) Edgar Fowler, son of 17 and 109.
1907-1965.

Annabell (Van Gundy) Weisman Fowler, wife of 134.
1913~ & Adopted name.

(Floyd) Richard Fowler, son of 134 and 135. 1931- .

Wilfred E. Fowler, son of 134 and 135. 1933~ .

Children: James, 1958 and Elizabeth Ann, 1960,

Joanne McClain Fowler, first wife of 136.

Richard Eugene Fowler, son of 136 and 138, 1951~ .

Barbara Bendure Fowler, 2nd wife of 136, 1937- .

Children: Debrs, 1956, Cynthia, 1957, Stephen, 1958,

Sheryl, 1959.

Elaine Donley Fowler, wife of 137. 1931- .

Sara Catherine Fowler Fitzpatrick, daugnter of

17 and 109. 1910~ 5

Delbert Fitzpatrick, husband of 142. 1913- »

Betty Louise Fitzpatrick, daughter of 142 and 143.

1933-1950.

Doris Fitzpatrick Kent, daughter of 142 and 143.

1934~ o Children: Jimmy, 1953, Debra, 1956,
Janice, 1966.

LaVerne Kent, husband of 145.

Earl B, Fowler, first son of 15 and 107. 1884- .

Ethel Studer Fowler, wife of 147.

Ray A. Fowler, 2nd child of 15 and 107. 1886~ .

Myrtie Dodson Fowler, wife of 149. 1887-1968,

Harvey Sicker Fowler, 3rd child of 15 and 107.
1889-1967.

Fdna McCune Fowler, wife of 151. 1889-1947.
Francis L. Fowler, son of 151 and 152. 1911-1958.
Children: Frances Elaine, 1938, Eleanor Kay, 1943.
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