


SCENES FROM REX FIKE IN '17 

!any N0wcomerstown residents remember well the evening of April 
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Agreement 
By and between He11er Brothers Company of Newark, N. ], and The Rex File Company of 

Newcomerstown, Ohio, as parties of the first part and the subscriber hereto for the Pre-
ferred 7 Per Cent. Cumulative Capita] Stock of the said The Rex Fi1e Company, parties 
of the second part. 

Witnesseth: 
The parties of the first part agree to issue or cause to be issued, ju·st as soon as it can legally 

do so, $100,000.00 of the 7 per cent. preferred Cumulative capital stock of the said The Rex File 
Company. 4 

The money derived from the sale of such stock, to which will be added an equal amount by 
the said Heller Brothers Company, will be invested in additional plant buildings, machinery, tools, 
and equipment at it·s present plant located in Newcomerstown, Ohio. 

The parties of the first part further agree to issue no mortgage bonds or other liens a.gainst 
its property located in said Newcomerstown, or permit any liens to be obtained against the same, 
without the con·sent of three-fourths of the preferred stockholders. 

It is understood and agreed that The Rex File Company will use the above sums of money for 
the purposes above set forth at the earliest period its busines·s will warrant, consistent with the 
best interest of the stockholders of said company; and at this time it is fully expected that such 
conditions will warrant such expenditure within the next six to nine months, but should such 
conditions prove to the contrary the parties of the first part severally agree that after two years 
they will take up such stock at par and accrued dividend should any stockholder demand the 
same, provided in the meantime that the parties of the first part have not complied with the terms 
of thi·s agreement and have not expended the said sum in additional plants, buildings and ma-
chinery in said village of Newcomerstown, Ohio. 

The Rex File Company reserves the right to call the preferred stock of the company at any 
dividend period at $105.00 per share with the accumulated dividends thereon. 

The Rex File Company agrees to accept at par and accrued interest on such subscription 
Liberty Bond·s to the extent of 2 5 per cent. of said preferred stock issued, the same being optional 
with the subscribers. 

It is also understood and agreed by and between the parties hereto that the payment of 
subscriptions to ·said capital stock provided for herein is contingent upon the execution of a writ-
ten contract between the parties of the first part and the Chamber of Commerce of Newcomers-
town, Ohio, in reference to the subject matters set forth herein. 

It 1s agreed that the parties of the second 17art, or, the snbscribers of said capital stock., can 
at his, her, or their option pay for the same upon either of the following methods: 

First. Cash, for which interest will be paid at 7 per cent. until the certificate of stock is is-
sued and delivered. 

Second. One-fourth cash with subscription or within thirty days thereafter and in mstall-
ments of 2 5 per cent. each three months thereafter, interest to be paid on all such payments at 
the rate of 7 per cent. until the certificate of stock is issued and delivered, after which dividends 
will be paid on such stock at 7 per cent. as hereinto provided. 

The 'Said Rex File Company agrees to issue and deliver said certificates of stock to the pur-
chasers as so9n as such payment is made in fuli thereon or just as soon thereafter as it can legally 
do ·so. 

It is also understood and agreed that the first day of February and the first day of August of 
each year are to !be the regular semi-annual periods for the payment of dividends on said stock. 

In witness whereof the parties of the first part, by their duly authorize~I officers, have here-
unto subscribed their names this 16th day of March, 19 21. 

HELLER BROTHERS COM,PANY, 
P .MUL E. HELLER, President. 

THE REX FILE COMP ANY 
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The REx File Company 
Download from Heller Brothers File Co. 

In 1906, a small file manufactory was opened in Newcomerstown, Ohio - the Rex File & Saw Co. This 
business grew over the next ten years to become a prominent player in the file market. But disaster struck on 
April 11th, 1917, when a huge fire totally destroyed the Rex complex. Seizing on an opportunity, Heller, in 
need of more land and cheaper labor than Newark had to offer, bought the Rex site and set about rebuilding 
the file factory and hiring the workers. 

Heller Bros. of Newark and Newcomerstown 

A few years after Abel Simonds set up shop in Fitchburg, an enterprising German immigrant named Elias 
Heller started his own small shop on Hamilton Street in Newark, New Jersey. With its original crew of 
three, this shop made hand files and rasps. 

By the mid-1860's, three of Elias's sons - Elias George, Peter and Lewis - had entered the business and 
worked to build what their father started. Under their leadership, Heller was one of the first file 
manufacturers to use machines to make files, and Heller was one of the first American brands recognized to 
be as good as the European imports. 

Soon, the company was renamed Heller & Bros. and in 1874 the company moved to a new facility on Mt. 
Prospect Street in Newark, where they had plenty of room to expand. As their business grew, they quickly 
recognized the need to produce their own steel, and in 1880 they opened a steel mill next to the file factory, 
producing crucible steel. The business was incorporated in 1899 as Heller Brothers Company. In 1912, after 
Elias George passed away, his son Paul took over the business as a third-generation leader, and took the 
company to even greater heights . 

Over the course of the next 30 years or so, more and more of the Heller business was moved from Newark 
to Newcomerstown and by 1950, the Newcomerstown facility occupied over 250,000 square feet and Heller 
was one of the top three file brands in the world (along with Nicholson and Simonds). By 1953, Heller 
closed down its Newark factories and moved fully to Newcomerstown. 

By the early 1950's most of the third generation Hellers had passed and the fourth generation was not as 
interested in running the family business. Soon, they were approached by Simonds to be acquired, and on 
July 1st, 1955, Simonds acquired Heller Bros. 

The combined file businesses of Simonds and Heller were now #2 in the world, second only to Nicholson. 
Simonds continued to produce files in Fitchburg until 1960, when all file manufacturing was consolidated in 
Newcomerstown. And that is the story of another of the great American tool brands - Heller files. 

The Professionals' EdgeTM Simonds International 



Photo courtesy of Ann De Fields, Lemon Grove, Calif., ,the 
granddaught1n of Wilson 

Former Rex Filing Company Superintendent Frank 
Wilson is seen in this circa 1915-16 photo. The Rex 
Filing Company was destroyed by tire in 1917 and 
later re-built. It was later known as Heller Tool 
Company, then Simm:~ds. Wilson was in charge of 
the filing plant until 1924, when he later relocated to 
Cleveland to manage the Cleveland File Company. 



The First File Plant in 
.Newcomerstown 

Early in the year 1906, a group of Newcomerstown citizens working closely with the 
Board of Trade, made an offer to D.D. Lewis, the President of Jamestown File Mfg. 
Co. to move his file plant to Newcomerstown. Another step forward in the 
development and prosperity of our town. 

According to information passed down, but not confirmed, D.D. Lewis needed 
additional machinery and buildings to increase his manufacturing output of files not 
available in Jamestown. Approximately $ 30,000 was offered to Mr. Lewis to move his 
plant, the money to be raised through the sale of stock, approximately 102 citizens 
offered to purchase stock. There is a list of stockholders who helped finalize the 
move to Newcomerstown. The list published in the 1906 Newcomerstown News is 
available on microfilm at the Newcomerstown Public Library. 

On May 29, 1906, M. Yingling, President of the Board of Trade, broke ground with 
spade in hand for the new industry located on the southwest side of the C & M 
Railroad tracks. Buildings were to be constructed all joined together (46 x 62), 
(32 x 72), and (32 x 52), with a second story of (20 x 32) and another (16 x 20) 
with the main building (100 x 36). 

The construction between the Board of Trade and Mr. Lewis stipulated that within 60 
days after the building is completed 40 hands will be employed, and within the 
second 6 months 35 more will be employed, and in one year a total of 100 men and 
boys will be employed. Lewis had a secret process for hardening files and Lewis 
guaranteed the plant will remain here ten years under a forfeiture of$ 5000 in case 
these conditions are not complied with faithfully. 

Brick from both local plants were to be used for the buildings. 

The name of the new plant is Rex File and Saw Company. Directors elected are some 
of our best citizens who are competent to look after the stockholders interest and 
conduct the new industry on strict business principals. The directors elected are: 
J.F. Bean 
Frank Wilson, H.R. Hosick, Albert Zimmer, J.S. Barnett, William Hoforth, D.D., 
Lewis M. Yingling, George Miskimen, David Laub, M.B. Kennedy, S.B. Mulvane, and 
F.H. Murphy. 

In 1907 additional capital was needed to properly operate the plant and the capital 
was raised by the sale of stock to Newcomerstown citizens. 
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Rex File and Saw Company 
Newcomerstown, Ohio 

(1906 - 1917) 

The Rex File and Saw Company in Newcomerstown was almost totally destroyed by fire 
on April 17, 1917. The Heller Steel Mill in Newark, NJ was supplying steel to Rex for 
the manufacture of files. Rex was manufacturing 500 dozen files a day, employing 
approximately 100 people and had a payroll of $2,000 per week. 

Rex owed the Heller Steel Mill a large sum of money for the purch(\Se of file steel. 
Insurance carried by Rex was $50,000 and the loss was over $100,000. The Heller 
Brothers Co. in Newark, NJ made an offer to the stockholders and directors of Rex to 
cancel the file steel indebtedness and pay an unnamed amount of cash for the property, 
plant, machinery, equipment, inventory, and transfer of the name Rex to Heller which 
was accepted by the Rex stockholders and directors. 
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!.IANUF ACTURERS OF I. 

i 

"REXH BRAND FILES 1 

AND RASPS I 

Office and Works: CARLISLE STREET 

~EWCOMERSTOWN, OHIO 

PRICE PER DOZEN as adopted bg the File 
J{anufacturers' Association of the United 

States, November J, 1899 
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Rex File Co. 
Advertising 1916 



An offer was then made by Heller to the local Chamber of Commerce to rebuild the file 
plant in Newcomerstown and move additional machinery and equipment to the rebuilt 
factory if help could be obtained on the cost of the proposed new file factory. Heller 
offered the sale of $20,000 in 7% preferred stock to the citizens of Newcomerstown. 
The stock was subscribed to and the factory rebuilding was completed in January 1918 
and the manufacturing of files again in Newcomerstown started in February 1918. 

By 1920, the business had almost doubled, employing 200 people manufacturing 1,000 
+ dozens of files per day with an average wage of $5.00 per day. 

In 1921, J.F. Bean, general manager, retired and Alfred L. Heller, Sr. from the Heller 
plant in Newark became general manager. 
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Nt'l'tUDUstown News Wed.. ""1iril .. l• 

LO PHOTOGRAPH FOUND 
, ~eW\.~OW"ll R-D. l. ~ tru,., ol:d pbctograph d. 
vb.it was~ Rex FTu &Od Saw Co. whik going through 
lOme ol. hi3 late uncle. Paul E\"et"hs.rt. ~- EV'erhart 
s oo da~ on t.'le pk"1ure to deten:nine wben it was tab:n, 
ti.art ~-ula ted it was just after tbe turn ti the cmtmy. 
Ql. became Helltt Brothers and is DOW 8m>onds CUtting 
lt:ed on Helltt Drh-e in s ... ,,.u·-·-" 

4-H notes J 
g is group project 
cli:ery I ns selected the group project when Tunnel Hill 
b, Stooe Creek. met March 2-. at Zion Lutheran Church. 
ects must be made by April 15. 
officers were : Tiin Scott. president; Bris.n Pfeiffer, \ice 
rill et Homan. secrt'Wy; Jill Boltz, treA.surer; Rachael 
tioo; Mike Ross. Health; JSSOIT' Myers, Safety; Andy Stein, · 

s. Andy Stein and Brian Pfeiffer will cmnpfue the Progrum nittee . . ~ - . . . . . . . . .. -. -. . 
·yearm~ 

lark n.amed_ president 
eeting of the Buckhorn Buckeyes was held March 22 at the 
r Williams. Offirers were elected as follows: 
t. presi&nt; Tamm)' Williams, ·viee president; Tam:ny 
ry; Keith Hinds, ~; Kevin Lahmers. .Health; Carla.•. 
: MiU Porcher; Safety; Jay Tufiord. Recreation. 
'1! 9Cbeduled to meet again on May 3 at 2 p~ at the Taffonl 
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10th ANNIVERSARY OF FIRE 
Sblnm are four photographs which l!how lhe result of (II fire which 
destrc-1od the old Rex File plant In Newc<>merstown on lhe site of what la .. 

· now the Slmond.11 Cutting Tool plant. The negatives for the plctlltt4 were · 
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