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Russians Clear

Wide Belt South
of |._e_n_ ingrad

Giant Soviet Pincers
Perit Enemy Near
Baltic Countries

LONDON—Leningrad, the great
Russian city which never lost its
will to resist, was completely liber-
ated this “week by a relentless Red
Army offensive. In 13 days the
Russians smashed through the
ring of steel that had enabled
the Germans to enforce a blockade
of the northern capital for more
than 28 months.

By Friday the Nazis, their vital
rail centers of Gachina and Tosno
engulfed by Soviet troops, were
falling back south and southwest
of Leningrad. The armies of Gen-
erals Leonid Govorov and Kyril
Meretskov had cleared a belt 30

LONDON—The people of Len-
_ingrad have been celebrating
their liberation by dancing to the
tune o1 a song composed in honor
of a British naval officer. The
song, BBC Yreported, illustrates
how the officer, James Kennedy,
exemplified the courage and de-
termination needed to bring sup-
plies through to Russia.

Entitled "The Song of an Eng-
lish Sailor,” it describes how
Kennedy participated in one
convoy between Britain and Mur-

mansk, running and fighting
through winter gales and attacks
by submarines and planes.

miles deep before the city, freeing
miies of railroad and re-establish-
ing direct communication with
Moscow.

Soviet strategy had placed in
jeopardy the entire German army
in the Leningrad sector. A giant
pincers had been developed during
the week by units striking south-
west from the city toward Ga-
china, by other .spearheads smash-
ing southeast toward Tosno, and a
third Soviet army coming up from
the Lake Ilmen sector above Nov-
gorod in the south.

Launched on Jan. 14, though
actual announcement of the vast
campaign was not made until four
days later, the offensive took shape
as General Govorov’s forces swung
in an arc just’ below Leningrad,
while General Meretskov’'s armies
opened an attack north of Novgo-

(Continued on Page 15)
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TWO FRANCS

Cermans Yield‘ Below Rome:
Allies Down 50 Enemy Planes

2.8 Nazi Flghl'ers
Blasted Over
Beachhead

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR-
TERS, Jan. 28—Winding up a week.
of brilliant support of the Anzio-
Nettuno landing, Allied fighters
shot down 50 enemy planes yester-
day in the invasion sector and over
southern France. The bag was the
greatest for any one day since the
end of the Tunisian campaign last
May. It brought to 125 the total
enemy planes blasted into oblivion
during the past week. Forty of ours
are missing.

Twenty-eight of yesterday’s vic-
tims were shot down around the
beachhead, eight of them by the
all-Negro 99th Squadron. Bombers
and fighter-escorts which smashed
three fields around Marseilles de-
stroyed 21, while a coastal RAF
plane accounted for the 50th.

From the week’s aerial activity
four salient facts emerged: (1) the
Germans were throwing every
plane they could spare into their
feverish attempt to bust up the
5th Army’s invasion. (2) concen-
trating on the beachhead
were forced to let Allied medium
bombers slug their communications
at will; (3) with so many of Jerry’s
fighter bases around Rome cratered
into uselessness, our big boys were
devoting their attertion to ancther
important source of the Luftwaffe’s
power—the bomber bases around
Marseilles, in southern France; (4)
the newly formed Mediterranean
Allied Air Forces were doing, a
thorough job covering the new
beach head, flying anywhere from
1,100 to 1,400 sorties a day when
weather permitted.

The Germans yesterday threw in
109 planes in their determined ef-
fort to blast Lt. Gen. Mark Clark’s
invading forces in the Anzio sector.
They used FW-190s as fighter-
bombers, with .Messerschmitts as
‘escorts. Some of these penetrated
the aerial barrier set up by the 12th
AAF and the RAF, but most were
caught on their way to the beaches.
Many of the Germans were forced
to jettison their bombs and high-
tail home.

Hitler’'s master race would be
troubled to know that it was an
all-Negro squadron, flying P-40
Warhawks, which shot down eight
of their best German fighters. The

" (Continued on Page 15)

EAGER TO HIT THE BEACH, 5th Army troops dashed ashore

The Double

during the establishment of a beachhead south of Rome last Sat-
urday morning. For other pictures of the Allied landing, see Page 7.

(War Pool Photo through PwB)

FDR Message Explodes
Oratory On Capitol Hill

By Sgt. DAVE GOLDING
(Stars and Stripes Siaff Wriier)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 28—Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s blunt, unprece-
dented message demanding passage
of the Green-Lucas-Worley sol-
dier-vote bill touched off a Con-
gressional explosion of oratory
which overshadowed everything
else on Capitol Hill this week. The
Senate, engaged in heated debate,
was not expected to vote on the
bill until Monday.

President Roosevelt endorsed the
hill introduced in the Senate by
Sen. Theodore F. Green (D., R. 1),
and Sen. Scott Lucas (D., I11.), and
in the House by Rep. Eugene Wor-
ley (D., Texas), asserting that this
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(Action on the Rapido River on
the main 5th Army front in Italy
last week formed one of the
fiercest chapters in the current
campaign. The following story tells
of one American attempt to force
a crossing of the strongly defended
river line.)

ON THE 5TH ARMY FRONT—
»This Rapido River crossing made
the Salerno show look like an
afternoon tea party,” said S-Sgt.
Kenneth W. Coppes, Findley,
Ohio,” and I know; I was at both
ofs them.

"It was just Jerry’s day, I
guess,” said the sergeant. "He had
all the jokers stacked up on his
side of the table. Everything work-
ed just beautifully—for him.
Everything from the fog and icy
roads and the ceiling zero and the
river racing down like water from
a busted dam.”

It was the thick, frosty fog
which put the artillery OPs out of
commission. (Unfortunately the
Jerries don’t need the observation
—they had long ago zeroed in all
their guns on the crossroads and
river banks); it was the icy-slip-
pery roads which kept the supply

By Sgt. RALPH G. MARTIN

(Stars and Siripes Staff Writer)

trucks and ambulances just snail-
ing along sometimes only a mile
an hour; it was the ceiling zero
which kept the Allied dive bombers
and strafing fighters back at their
homefields unable to give any
badly-needed close ground support;
and it was the fast-flowing river
which swept the assault boats
downstream before the boys could
finally get on the other side.

. But most of all it was the shell-
ing.

”These German guns kept going
all the time,” said Pvt. James Ma-
theis, Garfield, N. J. ”They knock-
cd out every pontoon bridge the en-
gineers tried to put up. They
knocked out the foot bridges and
they knocked out a lot of the boats.
It was a tough thing to look at.
All of us kept praying and praying
that some of the fog would lift so
that our planes could come down
and dive bomb the hell out of them
and our artillery could spot their
flashes and blast out their gun po-
sitions,” said Matheis.

But our artillery was facing its
toughest counter-battery problem,
fog or no fog, because the Nazis
were deeply dug in the rock, in

their - irrigation ditches, in the
small hill knobs. Shell shrapnel
could bounce all around ithem
without really bothering them.
Only direct hits could have knock-
ed them out.

after desperate paddlmg in wood—
en assault boats, found the mine-
filled river banks stretched along
the beaches. The engineers had re-
moved some sections, but the Ger-
mans had replanted them. And
past the minefields were the
barbed wire and the machine gun
fire and the soggy marshes.

It was easy to dig foxholes in
the marshland,” said Pvt. Albert
Pickett, Corinth, Ky. “But then
we had to stay there and the water
seeped through snd soon we had
water up to our bellies and we
¢ouldn’t move or of there
because the guns were shooting
right on top of us. We could .see
the dead and wounded all around
us. Americans and Germans.”

Everybody pitched in to help.
The MPs, who were right up with
the combat engineers, were volun-
teering as litter bearers, carrying

~ (Continued on Page 15)

proposal provided ”proper, effici-
ent machinery for absentee ballot-
ing.” He emphasized that both the
War and Navy Departments, which
will have the bulk of administra-
tive responsibility, have declared
that procedure for voting must be
uniform to make it as simple as
possibie.

The President’s charge that the
pending state’s rights bill was a
"fraud” immediately brought forth
accusations by GOP Senators Rob-
ert Taft (Ohio) and Styles Bridges
(N. H.) that the President was
using the Federal ballot to help
win a fourth term. Nor did Mr.
Roosevelt’s plea that members of
Congress ”stand up and be count-
ed” tend to soften criticism of the
message.

Nevertheless, sampling of editor-
ial comment indicated that the
nation’s press agreed with the
President’s request for legislation
to facilitate service men's votes.

The Republican New York Herald
Tribune, which has been urging a
Federal ballot, welcomed the
President’s support with these
words: "We believe with him that
men and women in the armed
forces are entitled to vote, are en-
titled to emergency legislation and

(Continued on Page 16)

W hi‘

e House Receives
Plan

WASHINGTON — Congress com-
pleted action this week on mus-
tering-out pay legislation, and sent
its bill along to the White House.
The House adopted the measure,
277-103. In the Senate there was
no dissenting vote.

The bill applies to grades up to
Army captain and officers of equiv-
alent rank in the other services.
It stipulates 300 dollars for
veterans with service overseas or
in Alaska, even if for only one day;
200 dollars for those with more
than 60 days service in the U.S,,
and 100 dollars for those with les Iess
than 60 days.

5th Army Gains
At Two Points
In Mountains

By Sgt. LEN SMITH
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer)

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR-
TERS, Jan. 28 —German arms
flailed wildly at Allied forces on
the Anzio-Nettuno beachhead and
on the main 5th Army line yes-
terday in a double-pronged attempt
to carry out Adolf Hitler’s injunc-
tion to hold southern Iiaiy at all
costs.

But despite the ferocity with
which the Germans fought, they
gave ground in one battle 21 miles
south of Rome and at two
points along the Gustav Line.
On the beachhead the Allied -
forces appeared to be fighting
within a six-mile perimeter anchor=-
ed on the north on Carroceto, 10
miles north of Anzio on a high=
way which connects at Albano with
the Appian Way, and in the south,
16 miles away, at a poini south-
west of Littoria. the scene of the
first major clash in this general
area.

Yesterday British troops fighting
in the Carrocetc area smashed a
German counter-attack. knocking

out three tanks in the process and
taking more than 100 ers.,

It was stated officially that among
prisoners taken in the beachhead
area were members of the 2¢th
Panzer Grenadier Division, Ilast
heard from as fighting on the
Gustav Line. It was not stated,
however, whether these troops op-
posed the British at Carroceto, or
participated in Wednesday’s battle
southwest of Littoria, where Allied
forces smeared a battle group of
Hermann Goering Panzers.

Official reports said that the Al-
lied position on the six-day-old
beachhead -was further improved
yesterday with the Navy continu-
ing to land reinforcements and
supplies on schedule in spite of in-
creased enemy. resistance. The of-
ficial over-all picture gave the gen-
eral depth of the bridgehead as
roughly six miles.

Although the Allied officers and
men needed no convincing that
they had a terrific fight on their

(Continued on Page 15)

Berlin Attacked
By RAF Heavies

LONDON, Jan. 28 —Some 1,120
tons of bombs werec dropped on
Berlin in a few minutes time
Thursday night. The raid, the Air
Ministry announced, was carried out
by the lzrgest force of Lancasters
which has ever been sent over the
German capital.

Another raid by Mosquito bomb-

ers followed an hour later, it was
said. The Air Ministry said that
elthough larger mixed forces of
Lancasters and Halifaxes had hit
Berlin, Thursday’s raid was the
Eigest all-Lancaster attack in his-
ory.
Last night’s assault came on the
first anniversary of the initial
daylight attack on Germany by
heavy bombers of the 8th AAF and
on the second anniversary of the
formation of the 8th AAF.

During those two years, the 8th
AAF dropped 27,676 tons of high
explosives and . incendiary. bombs
on targets in Germany and an-
other 19,164 tons on strategic tar-
gets in occupied countries. Heavy
bombers shot down 3,885 German
interceptor planes of all types
while escorting fighters destroyed
561 (:erman planes. American loss=-
es were 1,130 heavy bombers and
185 fighter planes.
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More Education In Ideals

Urged Fo

U.S. Soldiers

American soldiers could stand a
lot more education in the ideals
for which the United Nations are
fighting, and the longer the war
lasts the more necessary  such
education will become.

That is the conclusion which Dr.
Barnett Brickner, administrative
chairman of the Committee on
Army and Navy Religious Activi-
ties of the Jewish Welfare Board,
said he would carry home with him
after his 30,000-mile tour of battle-
fronts and Allied military posts in
Europe, Asia and ‘Africa.

Dr. Brickner arrived in Algiers
this week with his military aide,
Maj. Aryeh Lev, of the Chief of
Chaplain’s Office, Washington, on
the last leg of his tour undertaken
at the request of President Roose-
velt and the War Department to
permit religious leaders of America
to see religion at work in the armed
forces. Since Nov. 15 he has been
talking with generals, chaplains

and “holding jam sessions with
the enlisted men” along his
route. .

MORALE HIGH
While &2 found morale and

morals bowm high at the front, Dr.
Brickner told a press conference
he would urge military authorities
to take.greater efforts to ”indoc-
trinate :American troops -on why
they are fighting.” Especially is
such  indoctrination . necessary
among’ the men with comparatively
duil behind-the-lines jobs, where,
he found, the “idealistic fire which
makes, . good soldiers is lacking.”

With a fine spirit of cooperation,
Le said, Catholic, Protestant and
Jewishh chdplains were doing a
”great’ job” toward the goal of
idealism, but additional effort
through "regular Army channels
was also recommended.

”Our men were not prepared
for this war mentally, intellectual-.
Jy or spiritually,” Dr. Brickner,
who is a Rabbi of Cleveland’s
famous:Euclid Avenue Temple, in-
sisted. - ”There is a good reason
for this. Our soldiers are a pro-

Vast Works Program
To Start At War's End

WASHINGTON—Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior, told Pres-
ident Rcosevelt in a report this
week that he would start a vast
public works program within 30
days after the war’s end. One item
cn his list is a power and irrigation
project which - can provide three
years’ work for 500,060 men. When
completed, Mr. Ickes said, the
project would open up new farm-
land for 165,000 families.

Referring to the worldwide food
shortages expected after the war,
Secretary Ickes reported that six
of his bureas were working néw on
prlans for increased food' preduction
through extended irrigation and
the Troduction of fertilizers.

duct of “the American isolationist
spirit. We never raised our children
with a real love of democracy.
It was something they took for
granted. d

»Then we were catapulted. into
the war. Our men were well-train-
ed in the handling of guns as an
army of civilians in uniform. But
without the idealistic fire you have
robots and not real soldiers.”

Dr. Brickner insisted he was not
being critical of Army methods
but urged that idealistic indoctri-
nation be undertaken to prevent
the soldiers from returning to
their isolationist viewpoints after
the war.

»The men realize now that if
the peace is to be secured in a
postwar world, the United States

DR. BARNETT BRICKNER
*, . . idealistic fire wanting”

must be in that world,” Dr. Brick-
ner declared. “However, on first
impression, in talking with sol-
diers, you get the ideg that all
they want is to get the war over
and- go batk home and forget the
world.”

Dr. Brickner said he was certain
that such indoctrination as he
proposed would not lead to fan-
atical nationalism such as was
evoked, -in a generation, in Ger-
many, Italy and elsewherc. ”Amer-
icans are never fanatical,” he said,
“except in wundoing things you
woud prevent them from -doing.”
He cited prohibition as an ex-
ample.

Plans are being made to assure
observances of the Passover by
Jewish soldiers overseas during the
week of April 7. The traditional
matzoths, he said, already are
being shipped from America, and a

Mediterranean theater. The sacra-
mental wines probably will be sup-
plied from Palestine, if transpor-
tation can be arranged. If not,

supplies will be prepared locally.

part of the supply is now in ‘the

War Captives Die
n Japanese Prisons

WASHINGTON-—U.S. Army and
Navy authorities this week issued
an official report on Japanese
atrocities ccmmitted against Amer-
ican and Filipino prisoners of war,
taken at Bataan and Corregidor in
the Philippines.

The report, based on sworn state-
ments made by American officers
who had escaped from Jap prison
camps, stated that many Americans
died from starvation, forced labor,
and general brutality.

Americans Beat
Supply Problem

WASHINGTON — The scizure of
Guadalclanal in 1942 was made
despite a supply line 2,000 miles
long, Lt. Gen. Millard F. Harmon
revealed this weck in the Army
and Navy Journal.

The commander of US. Army
forces in the South Pacific said
that the major American supply
base was in New Zealand, while
the nearest advance ‘base at New
Caledonii, used as a stepping stone
in the opening phases of the Allied
advance in the South Pacific, was
more than 900 miles away from
the landing beaches in the Solo-
mons.

The fight for Guadalcanal was
as much a battie of logistics as of
actual combat, General Harmon-
declared, adding that the security
of Henderson Field, the main air-
drome on the island, depended to
a large degree on the Americans’
ability to bring in sufficient sup-
plies.

Guadaleanal, New Georgia and
the other Solomon islands sur-
passed the expected results, the
Pacific chief said. Munda, on New
Georgia, has been developed into
one of the finesi airdromes in the
South Pacific, he disclosed.

”The Allied advance in the South
Pacific was made possible,” General
Harmon continued. “only by the
complete third-dimengional think-
inz and ccoperation between all
arms and services, and Allied forces
in the solution of tactical, medial
and logisticai problems encounter-
ed :

French Issue Medal
For Anti-Nazi Efforts

A ”Medal of French Resistance”
has been created by the French
Committee of National Liberation
to honor individuals or groups who
have aided .in the war effort
against the Nazis since the capitu-
lation of France mn June, 1940.

The medal will be awarded to
persons who have taken an active
part in the resistance movement in
France or in French territory, or
who have played an “important
part” in rallying French territorial
possessions or performed ”signal
?erzice” in the territorial war ef-
ort.

Air Chief

A VELIEKAN OF the air war in
the Mediterranean theater, Maj.
Gen. John K. Cannon (above)
has been named commanding
general of the 12th AAF.

Americas United
By Argentina's
Break With Axis

BUENOS AIRES—The last po-
litical salient of the Axis in the
Western Hemisphere was consic-
ered wiped out this week whea
Argentina severed diplomatic,
economic and financial relaticns
with Germany and Japan. The ac-

:-|tion completed a 'solid anti-Axis

front of the countries in North,
Central and South America.

The diplomatic break, coming
after the Argentine government
had satisfied itself of the presence
of Axis espionage organizations in
the country, was widely hailed in
Allied circles as a. first-rate dip-
lomatic triumph - for the United -
States and Britain. .

In Washington, ecretary of
State Cordell Hull termed the ac-
tion - ”most gratifying” and added

Marines Capture
Jap Barge Base

ALLIED SOUTH PACIFIC
HEADQUARTERS — While Allied
bombers late this week were blast-
ing at Japanese targets in the
Admiralty islands,
Marine assault forces
eastward from Borgen Bay, New
Britain,” to seize Natamo Pdint, a
big enemy barge base.

Natamo had served as one of
the chief Japanese bases for barge
treffic on the northwestern coast
it was said. Allied spokesmen term-
ed the loss a severe one for the
Nipponese defenders in that sector.

Adding to the destruction - of
earlier assaults in the week on the
Admiralty group, escorted heavy
bombers poured 120 tons of bombs
on the Momote airdrome, Salamai
plantation and nearby installations.
Many direct hits were scored on
the runway.

Off Kavieng, New Ireland, Solo-
mons-kased night air pairols scored
a direct hit on an enemy shiv in
convoy, bringing to 10 the number

of ships destroyed during the week.

In daily, running air batiles over
Rabaul, mighty Japanese sea and
air base on the northern end of
New Rritain, Allied fighters and
bombers this week shot down at
least 88 enemy planes. The week’s
air successes, ali Allied spokesman
declared, brougi to 462 the num-
ber of enemy aircraft destroyed so
far this month.

ftalian Unity Asked

BARI—Josep: Perrone Capano,
spckesman. of the Italian Liberal
Democratic party, issued a state-
ment this week advocating post-
ponements - of all questions now
dividing ltalians, until victory over
the Germans has been achieved.

His plea cam:c on the eve of the
assembly here of five Italian anti-
Fascist parties which are expected
to ask the abdication of King
Viitorio Emmanuel.
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Americani?g;
smashed | *Y- -

that ”it must be assumed from her
actior_1 Argentina will proceed en-
ergetically to.adopt other measures
which all the American republics
concerted for security of the con-
tinent.” ;

Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden
declared that the British govern-
ment expected that Argentina’s
rupture: of relations with Germany
and Japan would be followed by
immediate and- effective action
against the whole enemy spy or-
ganization found within that coun-

German radio: aceounts of the
break were angry in tone though
they sought to minimize the im-
portance of Argentina’s action. Na-
zi broadcasts attributed the action
to ”Anglo-American . pressure. and
blackmail.”

The break with the-Axis was an- °
nounced in a seven-minute radio
broadcast by President Pedro
Ramirez. Even before the broad-
cast was made, Axis nationals were
lining up in fropt of banks to
withdraw their funds. L

While * erowds in the streets
cheered the break, Argentina
moved swiftly to implement its ac-
‘tion. All public meetings were pro-
hibited. The Minister of the In-
terior instructed authorities to
adopt aill "measures to maintain
order, including the placing of
guards at the Axis embassies, pro-
‘Axis  mewspapers and business
Fouses owned by German or Japa-
nese _citizens.

All ship sailings were canceled

and Argentine ships abroad were
directed to remain in foreign ports.
The United Press ascribed the ac-
tion to a desire to prevent the pos-
sibility of sinkings by. Axis subma-
rines. Radio telephonic communi-
cation from Argentina to Berlin
and Tokyo was suspended. El Pam-
pero, the Buenos Aires newspaper
financed by the German Embassy
was forced to close down.
. Argentina was the last Republie
in the Americas to break Axis re-
lations. Her tardiness had made
the Argentine a hotbed for Axisg
espionage and intrigue. A prelude
to the break came last Sept. 7T
when Secretary Hull flatly accused
Argentina of letting other Ameri-
can nations down.

Argentina’s Charge d’Affairs in
Washington Rudolpo Garcia Arias,
conferred for half am hour with
Secretary Hull on Friday. He said
afterwards that the conversation

had been cordial.

'Bulg’lar»iér-l‘s_vWarned
To Halt Aid To Nazis

LONDON—The- - Allied govern-
ments, ‘in a broadcast. this week,
sternly warned Bulgaria that she
would be treated as a willing ac-
complice of :Germany when ac-
counts are settled, unless she ceases
helping Germany, denounces her
alliance, calls back .troops and sur-
renders. Declaring that the Allies
were about to launch a land-sea-
air offensive of unprecedented
power, the broadcast warned that
Bulgaria - would be ravaged by
fighting when Hitler falls back to
the Danube line.

Bulgaria, said the broadcast, will
be subjected to the same attack as
will Germany itself. . Calling upon
the Bulgarian. people to overthrow
”the clique of traitors and cowards”
who tied Bulgdria up with Ger-
many, the broadeast concluded: It
is useless.to say it is impossible.
It’s now or never. The Bulgarian
people hold their own destiny in
their hands.”

Stewait Promoted

A LIBERATOR BASE IN ENG-
LAND—Capt. Jimmy Stewart, mo-
tion picture actor who entered the
Army three years ago as a buck
private, has been promoted to
major in the Air Corps, it was an-
nounced here tiis week.
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Allies Gain Around Left End
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Japan Creating
Inner Fortress’
For Last Stanc

CHUNGKINC—Eurgpean observ-
ers here beheve that Japan has
created an “inner fortress” for a
last diteh stand after the collapse
of Germany, a Reuter’s correspon- -
dent wrote recently.

The area of this "fortress” is said

.| to include Japan proper, Manchu-
.| kuo, Formosa and the Chinese ter-

ritory she now holds north of the
Yellow River. The plan provides, it

| was said, for-Japan to cling to her

outer positions in southern Asia

| and the Pacific as long as she can
-l inflict losses on Allied manpower
-| and then to withdraw her troops

to the inner defense line. )
Such a withdrawal, it was noted,

| would open the Burma Road and

.| the port of Waipong in French

Indo-China as supply routes for

.}l Chinese forces but at the same
| time would reduce the extendcd

.| fortress,”

| Japanese communication and sup-

ply lines. 2

To prctest the outlined “inner
Japan. it was noted would
require control of the Canton-

“| Hankow railway to link her armies

i THE ALLlLD LANDING NEAR NETTUNO last Saturday morning offered a scrious threat to the German posilion i centrar Italy. -

|. Shortly after the enemy. reinforced his Gustav Line around Cassino  with treops brought from Rome, the 5th Army struck sharply to the ' f

west,. flanking the Nazi mountain defenses -and landing on a plain’ which has no natural barriers between the beaches and Rome. The

‘Germans now are fmed with. the problem of holding off the Allies wh) stand at the edge of Cassino at the same time they must strengthen :

ﬂ'len- defenses to the northwest to meet the new Alhe-d threat from the sea.

" policy. The

Gotanan 6th

Army Fell

At Stalingrad Year Ago

NEW YORK—The final shell

was fired and a stillness came over

Stalingrad for the first. time in
four months. Field Marshal Fred-
grich von Paulus.surrendered him-
sgelf and the remmnants of his Ger-
man 6th Army to a Red Army
golonel. Thus the Battle of Stalin-
rad, turning point of the war on
he eastern frort, came to an end
fone year ago Monday, Jan. 31,

The 6th Army. which was quick-
ly rounded up that cold winter
day, was far different from the
proud Wehrmac:ht.force which had
occupied part of Stalingrad the
revious summet -and had thought
hat the city would be only a mile-
stone on its victorious drive
toward the Caspian' Sea and the
Ural Mountains. g

The Nazis lost 149, 000 men from
Jan. 8, when the Soviets issued an
ultimatum to surrender,: to the
final debacle at the end of the
month. Another 140,000 had been
killed or had dicd from hunger and
intense cold during. the preceding
two months while the Russians

' _were encircling the cxty

STALINGPAD LEVELED

At the end of the battle Stalin-
grad was virtually leveled. The
Russians gave total war a new defi-

. nition by throwing into the balance

all the bricks, anortar, homes and
factories of a cn;y of 600 000 in-
bhabitants

Walter Kerr, MGoscow correspond-
ent for the New York Herald Tri-
bune whose book, -"The- Russian
Army, Itz “Meu,
Battles” was  published recently,

was pre(ent at an interview with

worst defeat.

Its. Leaders, Its

French To Dlscuss
Coloma! Problem

Colonial pro‘)lems raxsed on the
floor of the French Provisional
Consultative Assembly at its session

in Algiers will be discussed a% the|

Empire conference openmg Sunday
at Brazzaville.

The Assembly,. before a,djoummg

* this past week until Feb. 29, asked
“the French Committee of Natlonal

to state its colonial
suggestion also was ad-
vanced that French colonies be or-
ganized as an Overseas: Federatxon
with their own Pa,rilament ;

At the conclusion of its three-

Liberation

- week sitting, the Assembly deferred

until the Pebruary session consid-
eration of the plans for an interim
government for France after the
liberation of the country and asked
the Committee of Liberatian to
submit to the Assembly’s Comniit-
tee on  State and Legislative Re-
form a program -.for set.tmg such
a government up, - ¢

von Paulus and 22 other high rank-
ing Nazi commanders who were
captured at Stalingrad. One Ger-
man general, Kerr reported, gave
as the cause of the Nazi defeat—
“hunger, cold and lack of am-

mumnition ”

The fali of Stalingrad had been
a certainty for some weeks before
the end. The Soviets had struck
far to the west of the Volga city
and were pressing a new offensive
in the Cuucasuc. The Germans left
the 6th  Army in Stalingrad as a
holding force to gain time to re-
cover their strength in the Don
Bagin area.

DRIVE FOLLOWED

The Soviet’s victory at Stalin-
grad released tiie men and equip-
ment necessary to push their drive
into the Ukraine in the following
months. General Konstantin
Rokossovsky rose to fame as a bril-
liant tactician who has since played
a major role in the Soviet offens-
1ve‘ across the Dnieper. River.

- Marshal von Paulus was prob-
ably the first general in this war
to be promoted cn. the brink of his
He was advanced
from colonel general. to. field
marshal rank on Jan. 30, only 24
hours before the end of’ the battle.

The Germans lost, . Moscow
claimed later, miore men than were
left behind by Napoleon in his dis-
‘astrous retreat from Moszow in
1812.. Another comparison :showed
that the Nazi losses at Stalingrad
were greater than the .combined
Pritish losses in the evacuation-of
Dunkirk, Norway and Greece.

ditch .defense, Lad broken one of
his finest armies. The Nazi "Drang
nach Osten” (Drive to the East)
had been turned back and the
Germans had lost the initiative on
the eastern front.

Victory Ships Named
For 22 Allied Nations

WASHINGTON The names of
22 United Nations have been as-
signed to v1ctory ships now under
construction in three Pacific coast
shipyards, the Maritime Commis-
sion announced this week. These
are in addition to 11 others previ-
ously named and complete the list
of 33 vessels named after the sig-
natories of the declaration.

The 22 nations honored in the
recently announced list are: Aus-
tralia, Ethiopia, India, Iraq, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Gua.temala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Canada, Iran,
El Salvador, Dominican Republic,
Union of South Africa, Yugoslavia,
Philippine Islai:ds, New Zealand,

Mexico, Brazil,Fanama and Colom-
T e ¢

Adolf Hitler, by ordering the last-’

Haiti, |

Polish Ace Receives
 American Decoratlon

CHUNGKING — A Polish pilot
who refused to be chained to an
embassy desk in Washington was
decorated for bravery here this
week by Maj. Gen. Ciaire L. Chen-
nault, commandcr of the U.S. 14th
Air Force,

MMaj. Witold T
the Alr Medal Chen-
nault for his “courage and fight-
ing skill” as a volunteer fighter
pilot with the 14th AAPF. The new
ribbon was pinned below the Pol-
ish and British decorations won by
the ace who led Poland's famed
303 squadron in the Raitle of Bri-
tain in 1946 and who was credited
with shcoting down 15 Nazi planes
confirmed and two probables.

After shooting down two Jap
planes and, participating in humer-
ous low-level missions in support
of Chinese ground forces. Maj. Ur-
banowicz has bsen ordered to re-
port back to Britain for duty with
the Polish Air Force.

Reich Theaters
Suffer In Raids

LLONDON—Recent Allied air at-
tacks on Germany have inflicted
serious damage on one of the chief
Nazi propaganda weapons—the en-

Urbanowicz received
Mm -

tertainment industry.
Of 35 theaters and music halls.

which advertised in the Deutsche
Allgemeine Zeitung before the open-
ing of the Battle of Berlin last

Nov. 18. none had bought space for’

the Nov. 29 edition, a New York
Times correspondent here reported
recently.

German leaders, according to
stories in the Berlin paper, have
made no. efforts to keep fthe the-
aters open—a marked reversal of
their previous attempts to “edu-

cate” the people and maintain
their morale by stage presenta-
tions. '

A recent issue of the Neue Zuer-
cher Zeitung, the correspondent
wrote, made clear that Germon
leaders had built up the entertain-
ment industry as a part of the
machinery of total war. Entertain-
ment had also served as consum-
ers’ goods in increasing ratio, the
article said. as the supply of things
which people could buy dwindled
and money to spend piled up.

During the Nazi regime, the Ger-
man theater has virtually elimin-
ated foreign productions while
conesntrating on plays of an in-
tensely nationalistic nature.

Before the RAF began their fre-
quent tours, the capltals theaters,
movie houses. cabarets and concert
halls were sold out for weeks in
advance. A flourishing black mar-
ket even developed in tickets to the

better productions.

Yanks K||| .laqps
With New Rocket

ALLIED S OUTH PACIFIC
rockets fired from
tanks and small naval vessels are
one of the most, 1mportam new
W a """ the Southwest

dem Ralph Teatsort N revealed this
week.

Used with ”great success” in both
amphibious landings and land
fighting. the rockets are called
”daisy cutters” because their main
concussion is -outward rather than
upward or downward.

In describing the new weapon
Teatsorth said the rockets are fired
rapidly from tubes— usually in

fere landings by troops.

Ducks which led the Americem
invaders into Arawe Harbor, New
Britain. on Dec. 15, laid down a

came aqhore,
weapon had been tested in an am-
phibious landing.

The ducks’ S
against’ the bheaches in four min-

the ‘landing ‘beach with
concussions.”

are mounted on the rear of -the

the crew who are protected from
the heat by -a steel shield. = -.

"They roared over our heads with
a great swish and bursts of flame,”
Teatsorth wrote,.. “but were. not
hard on” the eardrums. like naval

a control box in the cabin of the
duck and cause .a series of heavy
explosions as they hit the target.
The new—and no longer secret
—weapon was used for the first

Sattelberg campaign in New
Guinea, according to Teatsorth.
”Japanes: were found with blood
streaming from their ears and
mouths testxfymg to the daisy cut-
ters’ Killing potentlal he s -con=
cluded. ?

Bwazilian(Pilots To Fly
With Coastal Command

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR-
TERS. Jan. 238 — Brazilian pilots
soon Wwill be flying beside the
American, Britisii  and French
pilots who now make up the vast
Coastal Air Command operating in

week.

Brazilian -observers have - been
with the Coastal Command for
some time, but none has ﬂown in
combat to date.

HEADQUARTERS — Banks  of]
amphibious.

Press  Correspon- |
- workers at

series of tens with intervals be-|
tween—and - are very accurate inf
raking beaches a few moments be-|

rozket barrage . before the troops’
the first time the]

fired 240 rounds

utes. covering every square foot of
"killmg-

The honey-combed rocket tubes’

ducks and fired over the heads of

guns.” The rockets- are fired. from |

time last November during the

this t.heater, it “was revealed this|

in central and south China and
practically isolate from Free China

‘| air bases along the seaboard pro-

vince from which Tokio might be
bombed. This led observers to pre-

18 dict that next year Japan would
.| launch a major defensive”

in the
form of a fourth attempt to cap-
ture Changsha on the rail line, the
Reuter’s correspondent predicted.

Premier Hideki Tojo in a recent
speech to the Japanese Diet spoke
of the considerable difficulties
which confront. Germany o6n the
Russian front and said that this
situation had not been ignored by
Japan. The Japanese press is de-
manding that more ships and mere
aircraft be made available to hold

.Rabaul at any cost as protection

for Japanese supply lines.
In Washington, Leo Crowley,
"| head of the Foreign Economic Ad-

‘t ministration, declared that the cir-
‘cle of Allied military might had

succeeded in isclating Japan and

‘had necessitated her planning for

defense of the inner fortress. He
asserted that wurider pretecnse of
mutual assxstance, Japan had been

pied territories of
fgg&s uﬁs hee cd to maintain war-

hiome.

Premier Tojo’s remarks ~on the
importance of the securlfy of food-
stuffs during wartime,” and his

‘promise that the “government will

make further ‘endeavors for in-
creased foodstuffs production as
well as for smooth operation of ra-
tioning and inftends to strengthen
self-sufficiency,” Mr. Crowley said,
offer telling proof of the line ot
Japanese thinking.

Dill Praises Role
Of War Workers

. DETROIT—The Battle of Ala-
mein might not have been won—
"might not ever have been fought”
—without the “tremendous aid
given by the United States,” Brit-
ish Field Marshal Sir John Dill
told the Economic Club here this
week.
Stressing the role of war pro-
duction cn the home front, the
senior British representative on the
.Combined Chiefs of Staff in Wash-
ington paid tribute to war workers
in Britain and the Soviet Union  &s
well as in the United States. P
Marshal Dill praised the coopera=
tion of the Aliied peoples as a
’military asset of priceless worth,”
‘which ”doubles the fighting value”
of the forces engaged.
"The men and women who make
the tools of war,” Marshal Diil
said, “"were silent and invisible in
our discugsions which they helped
to make possible at Cairo and
Teheran.” No plans could have
been made, he added, without the
knowlege that aecisions would be
backed by the "whole colossal war
producuon ‘of the United Nations
and the unprecedented output
made possible by American manu-

| facturing genius.”

Sir Jolm declared that one of
General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
"many strong military cards™ is
his abxllty to make people puil
together.” No man could have done
more than Gene:al Eisenhower. the
British officer said, .to promote
confident, cooperation between the
different arms and the different
nations under kis command
Predicting that® “victory is cer=
tain,” the marshal warnad that
"jts cost cannot be compuied. The
greater effort we can bring to bear,

the quicker the result and the
lower the ultimate vrice.” -
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- Fighting Fourth’

“Returns To US.
After Attu Win

SEATTLE—With Alaska and the
Aleutian Islands safe from the Jap-
anese, the 4th Infantry Regiment—
the “Fighting Fourth,” it's been
called for decades—has returned
to the United States after one of
the war’s longest tours of overseas
duty.

The 4th added another battle
streamer and many tales of valor
to its history, which dates back to
George Washington's time. The
regiment’s - first battalion, which
arrived -in Seward in June, 1940,
played a decisive role in the fierce
battle for Attu, and the graves of
many of its officers and men are
marked by wooden crosses in the
bleak island’s Little Falls cemetery.

The second battalion was the
outfit moved by Army and civilian
plane into the Nome area in June,
1942, when the Japanese thrust
dangerously toward Dutch Harbor
and it appeared they might attaeck
Ncme: The transfer was the largest
movement by air of troops and
equipment up  to that time. The
battalion also helped to establish
the chain of bases in the Aleutians.

The third battalion, ineluding
two companies which had been
stationed in - Alaska for . several
years before the war, helped to
start the big Army bases at Ladd
Pieid and Fort Richardson. :

I{ was the first battalion, though,
which saw the brunt of the action.
Veterans of ‘the outfit were called
in at a.critieal point in the Attu
campaign a week after the first
American troops had Ianded. Casu-
alties had- been heavy among the
Yanks at Attu because of exposure
and “immersion foot,” but the men
of the first had been trained in
Alaska - and weather-caused ail-
ments hardly appeared in their
ranks,

It was these men of the 4th Regi-
ment who finally battled their way
to a high peak which gave the
Americans a commanding position
on the main ridge of the island.
Afier repulsing a determined Jap-
anese counteratiack, two eompanies
cleared the enemy out of another
valley. Later, the whole battalion
combed the area and hunted out
scattered Japanese stragglers—not
2 heroie job but a costly one, since
the Nips were well-entrenched and
fought to the =nd.

- In the second battalion’s move
by air, more than 2,000 men, am-
munition, rations, tents, 37 mm.
guns and- ever field kitchens—
cverything to make the forces self-
sufficient—were flown to Nome in
two weeks. The vanguard of the
foree — 20 anti-guns and their
erews—were shifted from Fort
Richardson to Nome 24 hours aiter
the alert.

Patent Research
By US. Urged

WASHINGTON -— Government
teehnologieal research to break the
control of patents by national
trusts and international cartels
was urged in a speech last week by

Wendell Berge, assistant U.S.  At-|

torney General in charge of pros-
ecutions under the anti-trust laws.

“Invention today is a large-scale
industry in a complex economy,”
Mr, Berge said. ”To eliminate com-
petition among themselves and to
prevent the emergence of new en-
terprises, monopoly groups in._in-
dustry used patents as a shield
for conspiracy to violate anti-trust
laws.” Rl

Charging that international car-
tels in many cases considered “ad-
herence to monopoly rules above
and beyond the laws of the United
States and other countries,” the
official declared that the last war
and the present World War have
demonstrated how hoztile countries
have been able to use patents as
weapons in economic warfare
against the- United States.

»If the government provided
scientific and technical resources
which placed small enterprises on
equal footing with great corpor-
ations,” he predicted, “we would
witness a revival of the spirit of
industrial adventure.” ;

He cited the government’s agri-
cultural research program as an
example of the benefits = which
would accrue from a similar in-
dustrial project.

Mr. Berge asserted that patents
held by the government would
“avert the destruction eof the pat-
ent system” by clear to
monopoly groups and industry that
“they cannot base their restrictive
2.icies on patent privileges.” -~

ing.
period.

Old- Sbootmg Irons’
-To Battle Germans

CLEVELAND—Guns which once
blazed at gangsters on Cleveland
streets: will soon be Iiring at Nazis
n occupied Europe. ?

More than 200 obsolete revolvers
belonging to the Cleveland Police
Department are being sent to un-
derground ‘leaders in Europe. Al-
though they have outlived their
usefulness here, police said, the
weapons will be welcomed by the
underground whose members have
often fought Nazi agents with lead
pipes, clubs and kitchen knives.

Perkins Praises
Labor's Record

WASHINGTON — Labor’s record
in 1943 was one of “effective con-
tribution for - the production of
record quantities of the implements
of war,” Secretary of Labor Frances
Perkins declared this week.

Labor and management kept
their "no-strike and mno-lockout
pledges better than 99 percent,
Mrs. Perkins said, and the ratio
of man-days lost through strikes
to time worked was only eight-
hundredths of one percent. “That
is a good record in any field of
human relations,” she said.

Most of the few strikes and lock-
outs lasted only a short time, the
report ' said,. because responsible
leaders - ordered workers back to
their jobs and because the govern-

-ment. provided machinery for fair

settlement of disputes.

The Conciliation Service of the
Department of Labor settled mere
than 14,000 disputes, the report
eontinued, and was supplemented
by the work of organized labor
leaders: in preventing disputes
from arising.

Mrs. Perkins estimated that of
54,600,000 workers now employed
in the United States, about 4,000,000
would leave industry at the end
of the war, the young to go back
to school, the old 1o retire and
women and children to reiurn to
their homes. But it will pretably
be necessary, she predicted, to

ifind work for about 60,000,000

Americans to maintain an expand-
economy in the

Americans Producing
High - Grade Lenses

NEW YORK-—The precision-lens
industry of America, which before
the war was dependent upon for-
eign sources for ninety percent of
its supply, is now independent of
such sources and is turning eut
lenses superior in quality and quan-
tity to those of Germany, it was an-
nounced this week. °

Crediting the use of new mass
production methods, the Chicago
correspondent of the Wall Street
Journal said thousands of United
States gunsights, prisms, lenses,
periscopes, telescopes and binocu-
lars are being made monthlys in
converted plants by labor whicli 2.
short time ago was unskilled.

Foundation
e S

THES 25-TON MASS of precision-finished steel, the stationary

For Viclory

B e

housing for the recoil mechanism of a 16-inch Navy gun, is readied
for sea duty on a battleship at an ordnance plant in the Midwest.

The forging is machined

to three-thousandths of an inch to insure
perfect eperation,

Small Business Betters
Postwar Trade Position

WASHINGTON — Small business
has ridden the crest of wartime
insecurity and is now headed
toward tirmer stabilization of its
economy, the Department of Com-
merce reported this week. Despite
1ationing and price control regula-
tions which have created difficult
management problems, the Depart-
ment said that there hiad been ho
marked inerease in the discon-
tinuance of small firms since the
war began.”

Many smail companies were ad-
mitted te have suffered from a
manpower shoriage caused by di-
version of men into the armed
forces and into higher-paying war
industries. Such losses have been
partially made up by increased
empleyment of women and older
men and partially by increased
working hours for all employees.

A three-fold government
gram is expected to improve the

istrib

restricttons on the payment
of commissions to salesmen have
been relaxed and, economists said,
should have the effect of improv-
ing sales activity and facilitating
the operations of small companies.
The US. wage stabilization pro-
gram limited salesmen’s commis-
sions.

In Pebruary, the War Production
Board will issiie an “equitable dis-|{

tribution order” which will require
manufacturers to continue service
to distributors in proportion to past
sales. The order will contain anti-
discrimination provisions to elimi-
nate favoritism to certain classes
and types of customers which has
been promoted by the wartime

shortage of goods. Small whole- [’

salers and refailers will be aided
by the order in getting their fair
share ‘of available merchandise.

At the same time the Office of

Price Administration is expected
to issue a new price order allowing
retailers an over-all markup, mak-

WASHINGTON-—-Women’s place
in the postwar world is receiving
increasing consideration from gov-
ernment, industrial and labor ex-
perts ‘it was reported here this
week, as several agencies began in-
quiries into the problem of jobs
and related problems of juvenile
‘delinquency and declining birth-
rate.

The -Women’s Trade Union
League is preparing a pamphlet
which will describe what the work-
ing women will face after demo-
bilization of the armed forces. It
will urge key war industries to give
their women employees equal at-
tention with that of men workers.

”The fact that women have ac-
quired skills and techniques during
the war is likely to be disregarded
and they will be relegated back to
their traditional low-paid,” low-
skilled jobs,” Elizabeth Christman,
league executive secretary, said. "I
don’t think women should be push-
ed around that way.”

‘Management and labor have been
asked by the women's advisory
committee of the War Manpower
Commissien to continue to remeove
all barriers to the employment of

€an

ey are” fitted. "No
bos the

soclet{

" {heast - of - democratic

ideals,

‘Wornpen in any eecupation for which.

Experts Study Women's
Role In Postwar World

eommittee commented, “if it util--

izes its womanpower in a crisis and
neglects it in peace.”

Laber and church groups are ex-
pected to camnaign for a gigantic
back-to~-the-home movement. They
would argue, factory executives de-
clared, that the juvenile delinquen-
¢y rise had beex: due to war-work-
ing motkers. Another point ex-
pected te¢ be raised is that em-
plovment of women has caused a
decrease in the birthrate.

Women may be able to convert
their war-learned skills te  other
industries, Louise Stitt of the
Women’s Bureau pointed out. She
saw future opportunities in bench
work, drill press operating, grind-
ing and polishing, assembling, in-
specting, layout work, machine
operating, winding coil and arma-
tures and inspection by precision
gauges.

Dorothy Sells of the Office of
Defense Transportation said that
British psychiairists’ offices emp-
tied when women went to work on

jebs with a purpose—winning the

war.
"Women won't of course, threat-
en men with a revolution,” she

said, “but they might bring out
that if men don’t want a lot of
women around, trgey'g
netier Jet them keep on working.

neurotic
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ing it easier for retailers to price
their goods in & more practical
manner.

Manufacturers recently have
stepped up their dealer-aid pro-
grams in attempt to retain a work-
ing distribution and marketing or-
ganization for the postwar busi-
ness period. They have helped re-
tailers by advertising for them, as-
sisting them in getting supplies and
training workers and offering aid
in complying with government reg-
ulations. Where priority requests
must be eleared, for example, many
manufacturers have prepared sim-
ple instructions for the retailer.

‘The government has exhibited its

j1concern over the need to “support

small business enterprise, the De-
partment of Commerce pointed out,
by establishing agencies like the
Smaller War Plants Corporation

pro- iwhich bhave offered a practical

for

meehanism integrating the

1%

Scientist Proves
Gas On Satellites

FORT DAVIS, Texas—Proof of
the existence of atmosphere on
satellites in the solar system has
been advaneed by Dr. Gerrard P.
Kuiper of the McDonald Observ-
atory atop Mt. Locke near here.

Analysis of red and infra-red
spectograms of Titan, brightest of
nine satellites of the planet Saturn,
which is 886,000,000 miles from the
sun, revealed, according to Dr.
Kuiper, an atmosphere composed of
methane gas and ammonia. Me-
thane. is an odorless and inflam-
mable gas, normally a by-product
of the decomposition of organic
matter in mines and marshes.

Life, as it is known to us, cannot
be sustained on Titan, Dr. Kuiper
explained, because of the poisonous
nature of the atmosphere and be-
cause the temperature on the satel-
lite is 250 degrees below zero."

The atmosphere is retained by
Titan, the astronomer explained,
because eof strong gravitational
pull and the heavy composition of
the gases. . :

. The findings of Dr. Kuiper con-
firm a theory advanced by an un-
identified astronomer about 25
years ago and were described by
Williamm Henry Barton, junior
curator of the Hayden Planetarium
in-New York €City as ”most inter-
esting and certainly brand-new.”

U.S. Mortality Shows
Stight Increase In 1943

WASHINGTON — The mortality
rate in the United States during
the first half of 1943 was 11 per
1,000 population, it was announced
by Dr. Thomas Parran, surgeon
general of the U.S. Public Health
Serviee. This' figure was about 3
8/10 percent above the correspond-
ing figure for 1942, Dr. Parran
said, and. was based on reports

from state health .departments.

_|Doctor Predicts

Spread Of AAF
| HEalth_frogram

WASHINGTON—Soldiers in all
branches of the service and sick
civilians may soon undergo the
same convalescent training pro-
gram developed by the Army Air
Forces, Lt. ©ol. Howard A. Rusk
predicted here recently. He is the
founder of the AAP system which
not only reconditiens convalescent
soldiers for active duty but pre-
pares badly invalided patients for
a new job in eivilian life.

The possibilities of the exercise-
work-study program have become
evident in its first' year of opera-
tion by the AAF, Col. Rusk told
the Women’s Press Club, but it
must still meet its real test when
more casualties return from over-
seas.

‘The program, the Air Forces doc~
tor declared, hias 5 definite appli-
cation to civilian life. He suggested
that eapital and labor, by finan-
cing training programs in new skills
for employees whose disabilities
prevented them from returning to
their former jobs, could save these
individuals from becoming a ”loss
toht?emselves and to society as a
whole.”

Rehabilitation of Army Air Forces
personnel, either for return to serv-
ice or for a new place in civilian
life has proved so successful, ac-
eording to Col. Rusk, that men are
being released from hospitals al-
most twice as; fast as before. Pa-
tients in 250 AAP hospitals are ex-
ercising the. second day after sur-
gical operations, and before they
leave the hospital they have geone
on a ten-mile hike, the sign that
they are ready for active duty.

All conceivable forms of exercise
have been instituted in the hospi-
' tals, the physician added, even to
assigning wrist-injury cases to kit-
chen peolice, Keeping their hands
in hot water and wringing dish
rags is good for such cases, he ex-
plained.

Mental reconditioning and exer-
cise form an important part of
the hospital program, Col. Rusk
said. Military education, geography,
foreign languages, foreign diseases,
geopolitics and other subjects are
taught in each hospital. Dm

> mgﬁoha.l “train-

" ling have been given, he said.

Other branches of the service
are now ecarrying out similar pro-
grams and Col. Rusk illustrated
how the system eould help civilisi:s.

“If a railroadl brakeman with
heart trouble is tolé@ by his phy-
sicians that he cannot return to
his old job,” Cel. Rusk stated, “the

| brakeman has three alternatives—

drop his standard of living and
his family and financial obliga-
tions by living on a small pension;
return and die on the job; or seek
help to retrain himself for a seden-
tary job whieh would not strain his
heart.”

The last alternative is the most
difficult, for usually there are no
financial provisions for such re-
habilitation, he said. ”Capital and
labor should take the responsibility
of refitting the man for another
job.”

Third Missouri
To Be Launched

WASHINGTON—The U.S.S. Mis-
souri, soon to be launched from a
U.S. shipyard, will be the world’s
most powerful warship, Third Nav-
al District headquarters. said this
week in releasing some details on
the new battlewagon. ;

Carrying 16-inch guns. the Mis-
souri--has an- overall length of 830
feet, only 148 feet shorter than the
U.S.S. Lafayette, formerly the Nor-
mandie. The deck and platiorm
area totals 418,000 square feet. She
is a sister ship of the 45,000-ton
Iowa, which was launched on Aug.
27, 1942, and is. the fourth of this
class. The others are the. New Jer-
sey, Dec. 7, 1942 and the Wisconsin,
Dee. 7, 1943. The Illinois and the
Kentucky are still in construction.

The cost of the new Missouri,
when finished, is estimated at more
than 199,000.000 dolars.

The Missouri will be the third
U.S. Navy vessel to bear that name.
The first U.S.8. Missouri, a side-
wheeler steam frigate, was one of
the first naval ships propelled by
steam. She was eompleted in 1812
at a eost of 570.667 dollars and dis-
placed 1.700 tons. She was destroy=
ed by fire off Gibraltar during a
cruise the following year. The sec-
ond Missourl, a 12500-ton battle-
ship, was cemmissioned in 1903. She
served as-a training shin during the

|

last war and was serapped in 1923.
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Fre’:;éh Patr

(The French Provisional Consultative Assembly in Algiers recently
called for the United Nations’ recognition of the Resistance groups in
France and their inclusion in the sirategic plans for the. invasion of
Europe. The resolution was proposed by the Resistance delegaies, many
of whom have Nazi prices on their heads. The debate preceding the
resolution’s adoption disclosed for the first time some details of the or-
ganized underground movement which has flourished in France since

early in 1942.)

By Sgt.. DONALD A. WILLIAMS
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer)

The story of French Resistance is the collective bi-
ography of millions of people who will not rest un-
til their country has been rid of the Nazi invaders and
the Vichy overlords. The story is one of high achieve-
ment and disappointing failure, of courage, sacrifice,

torture and death. It is the

story of patient people who

reward success with another dangerous task, who punish

betrayal with death. For 40,000 of +

them, according to their leaders, it
‘has meant execution by the Ger-
mans as saboteurs or hostages; for
& million it has meant exile.

The heart of the organized un-
gerground movement in France is
the Superior Council of Resistance,
& 17-man body representing eight
large independent Resistance
groups, six prewar political parties,
two trade unions and an emissary
of the French Committee of Na-
tional Liberation. ‘The organiza-
tion stretches into every corner of
France where a Nazi soldier is sta-
tioned or a Vichy sdherent lives.

Its purpose’ is ‘two-fold: long-
range planning for the military
participationn by ¢he ’underground
in the Allied’ invasion and the
subsequent liberation of France,
snd the immediate ‘sabotage of the
efforts of the' Nazl and Vichy
gegimes. oL

The underground movement got
# sporadic start in Paris and Brit-
tany in the summer of 1940 when
personal feelings ran high. Posters
put up by the invaders were de-
stroyed; mimeographed messages
of defiance were circulated; Ger-
man soldiers were assaulied at
night and in crowded piaces; Brit-
ish  soldiers stranded after the
evacuation at Dunkirk, and Allied
airmen forced down in  enemy
territory, were smuggled to safety.

Then individuals banded to-
gether to coordinate their efforts.
The movement spread. Soon, in all
sections of the occupled and un-
occupied zones large Resistance
groups were in action.

. Early in 1942, representatives of
Free French headquarters in Lon-

don returned to France to meet
underground leaders. They planned
& central coordinating group. They
discussed the possibilities of im-
portation of arms, ammunitions,
explosives. The . Superior Resist-
ance Council was formed.
Resistance groups represented on
the Council are Combat, Liber-
ation and Franc-tireurs (sharp-
shooters) originating in the south-
ern part of France, and the North-
ern Liberation OCM (semi-mili-
tary), Ceux de la resistance (Those
Who Resist), Ceux de la Liber-
ation (Those. Who Fight . For
Freedom) and Guerrillas - Parti-
sans from the occupied zone.
- Political parties represented are
the Communist, Socialist, Radical,

Popular Democrat, Republican
Federation and Democratic Alli-
ance. The trade unions are the
Confederation Generale des Trav-
ailleurs and the Christian Trade
Union.

The entire council has met only
twice. Meetings are dangerous
undertakings because large re-
wards have been offered by the
Germans for the arrest or betrayal
of council members. The first
meeting was held at the time of
organization, the second when the
Germans announced plans. to ship
Frenchmen to the Reich to work
in Nazi factories.

Resistance leaders contend that
the Germans were as interested
in removing from France men who
could - militarily aid the Allies
when invasion came as they were
in providing much-needed labor
for their hard-pressed industries.

To foil the Germans, two or
three members meet secretly. One
member then carries the message
to another two or three and so on
until the word has made the
rounds.

A small executive board of the
Council meets occasionally. Council

members sometimes journey to

tives of the French Committee of
National  Liberation headeéd by
General Charles de Gaulie.
The . Council places great stress
upon its long-range plans, its
passive resistance policy of prepar-
ation .for the invasion and the
work to follow. It claims that
200,000 young men are being main-
tained in the hills until the moment
comes to strike. It points to the

successful patriot participation in
the invasion of Corsica as indi-
cative of the  material assistance
which the underground can give.
It has pleaded for more arms, in
preference to food and clothing, to
be landed by plane or submarine
at bases and depots already pre-
pared so that maximum aid can
be given to the Allies at the zero
hour.

More spectacular, however, has
been 'the day-to-day sabotage pro-
gram,

The major part of this work has

fallen -to the . Guerrillas and the:

"gction” sections of the other re-
sistance groups.

These men lead Jekyll and Hyde
existences. They work in the fac-
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tories, the fields, the shops and
offices by day. They sabotage by
night. Their world is a melodrama
of secret agents, explosives and
daring escapes. They carry vials of
poison to be swallowed in the
event of capture.

BIGGEST SABOTAGE
The most
disclosed

tion of the Schneider-Creusot
works at le Creusot on Aug. 31,

that the damage to the tank and
airplane factories, the destruction

and the crippling of transmitting

by a single massive air raid. And
not one life was lost on the job.
Six patriots taken prisoner later

cannot as yet be told. But the
project may be described as prob-
ably the most successful example
in this war of cooperation of an
underground body with « outside
special agents.

Trains have been derailed, com-
munications disrupted, ammuni-
tion dumps exploded, factories
crippled, Nazi and Vichy personnel
assassinated. In Paris & band of
men left time bombs in a theater

scores of German officers
and soldiers. Less spectacular but
equally effective have been the
slowdowns in factories and the
prodiuction of defective war equip-
ment,

Seventy underground newspapers
with a minimum circulation of
8,000,000 are published regularly,
carrying messages of defiance,
news " of Allied progress in other
war theaters, instructions of the

{Council of Resistance.

The underground protects its
own,

In Lyons, Vichy police arrested
the second in command of a large
underground group then headed
by Emmanuel d’Astier, who now
is Commissioner for the Interior
of the Committee of Liberation.
Fellow members of the group
donned stolen Gestapo uniforms.
They walked into the police station
and demanded custody of the
prisoner, The ruse succeeded.

FREED AGAIN

Two weeks later the same man
was again arrested by the Gestapo.
The underground learned he was
to be transferred to a prison in an
armored car. At the appointed
time a disturbance took place in
the street. Tradespeople and spec-
tators jammed the road, blocking
the car. When the crowd was clear-
ed, the prisoner had been freed.

He is at liberty today continuing
his work for the underground.

relationships with the Nazis. Girls
who go out with German soldiers

of shame.

grows weak. A 20-year-old mem-
\ber of a communications ‘sabotage

important sabotage

1943. Underground leaders claim
of a 75,000-kilowatt power plant,

stations far exceeded the havoc
which could have been produced

escaped. How the job was done

The underground tolerates no

are shorn of their locks as a badge

Danger comes when the flesh

RESISTANCE MEMBERS keep the French underground well-informed of the fight against the-N:lz'li.
invader by printing papers on hidden presses such as the one above. All pictures en this page were ;
drawn in France by a patriet artist and were smuggled oui io the French Commitice of National -

Liberation in Algiers.

group was captured by the Ges-
tapo. He broke ‘down under, torture
and revealed name after name of
his fellow workers. An under-
ground leader in the Assembly
spirited the youth away from &
hotel room where he was secreted,

and shot him through the head.

e of th been
L T Ly e
local committee. But before it could

be carried out, 500 patriots had
been implicated.

ENCOURAGE SUICIDE

That experience, underground
leaders say, is one reason why
members are encouraged to carry
vials of poison with which to com-
mit suicide in the event of cap-
ture. Experience has shown, it was
added, that men between the ages
of 35 and 45 are best able to with-
stand torture, while men under 25
are most likely not to.

One of the underground’s biggest
jobs has been the thwarting of
shipments of French laborers to the
Reich. Besides the 200,000 youths
they claim to have hidden in the
hills, Resistance leaders say that
other hundreds of thousands have
been shifted from one section of
the country to another to preclude
their forced draft. The under-
ground boasts that the Germans
have heen able to obtain less than
half the number they had hoped
to have by this time.

One of the leading . Resistance
delegates in the Assembly is 2
man who cannot be named be-
cause a price of 500,000 francs has
been put on ‘his head  and the
Nazis are said to have assigned 50
men to the full-time job of track-
ing him down in France. A Paris-
ian, he.was one of the first of the
saboteurs and is the only surviving
member of the group with which
he originally worked. .

He helped more than 50 Allied

carried him off in a Gestapo car

b SRR

flyers to escape fromi France, {wo
from the same crew within a week.
He has been credited with killing
more Germans individually than
any other member of the under-
ground. He escaped capture by the
Gestapo by two minutes in a rail-
road station when he stopped to
talk to a friend and saw the rest
of his party seized. -

Speaking in the Assembly during
the debate on the Resistance move-
ment, Georges Mederic (a pseu-
donym for one of the delegates
from France), declared: "France
has nevel been beaten; we have
never accepted this thesis. The
Army of Resistance has continued
and is growing more and more
efficient daily. We have ° paid
dearly to be able to say to the
Allies that we are not traitors. But
we must have arms and more
arms.”

TASSIGNY ESCAPE
Recently the world was told of
the escape from France of General
Jean de Lattre de Tassigny. Gen-
eral de Tassigny had been con-
demned to ten years’ imprison-
ment by Vichy following his at-
tempt to organize armed resistance
to the .Nazi invasion.of Frances
"unoccupied” zone. He escaped by
sawing through the bars of his
cell window and sliding down &

rope over the prison walls.

Details of the general’s flight
to Britain have been withheld be-
cause of fear of ’compromising”
those who helped him. The flight
was effected by the underground
members whom he contacted after
his prison break. Now the under-
ground has been informed by the
Committee of Liberation that
Genera! de Tassigny will head & .
French expeditionary force when
the proper moment .arrives.

‘Meanwhile, day after day, night.
after night, the work of the under=-
ground in France goes on.
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mm'mmmm
Flashes From The
Italian Front Lines

A STORY. COﬁCERNING A GENERAL who aéte'd as a cannoneer
during the hottest battle on the Salerno beachhead has now been re-
- leased. ‘A-German tank, spitting out ‘a fuzzy orange muzzle blast as it

- fired, was coming down the road headed for the 36th Division CP.

Nothing stood before it but a 105 mm. howitzer coxjm_nan'ded l_oy Sgt.
Thomas J. Ahr, Minneapolis. The artillery piece, firing at virtually
point-blank range, took up the duel. The gun crew of Cpl. (now Sgt.)
Ronald Fraser, Pfc. Will Heitman, Pvt. Stanley Galus, Pic. Vernon
Traylor, Pvt. Terry Jeffries and one other, now dead, worked desper-
ately to feed the gun. But they needed another cannoneer because the
eighth man on the crew had broken his leg in the landing. ”And then
.& one star general was giving .us a-hand,” Ahr recounted. 71 found
cut later he was Brig. Gen. Miles A. Cowles. I don’t remember whether
I ever gave him any orders. I guess I didn’t need to. The gun was
sliding back and forth into the ditch after every round and I remem-
ber he helped pull it out, He stood by us all' the way through, and
the tank was getting nearer and its shooting, which was lousy, was
getting better.” At 200 yards, the seven GIs and the general finally
“ stopped the tank with a third hit. The tank exploded. Later, when the
threat was over and the gun crew was pulling out, the division staff,
from general on down, lined up and saluted them.

- A% A% A%

THE NEW FRONT LINE in Italy, now anchored on the beaches
south of Rome, was 2ll on paper long before the first Higgins bo_ats
dropped their ramps at 0200 hours on Jan. 22. Rumor factories working
overtime still were unable to pry out the secret before zero hour ar-
rived. On the German side of the fence apparently even the best
sleuths of Field Marshal Albert von Kesselring failed to call the stroke.
When the clock. gtruck 2, an undersized company of 50 Germans was
all that faced the assault troops. Unprepared shore batteries. in one
-sector at least, never fired a round. Pill boxes along the beaches were
incomplete. Incredibly, mine fields had been placed only along the
flanks of our landing points. On the best beaching zones the sand was
as innocent as Coney Island. If the Germans failed to call the shot
in the days before D-Day. so did most of our own troops. Guesses ranged
everywhere from Yugoslavia to southern France, and there were plenty

of guesses.
A e

ALL THE PROPS for a mystery were found in a cave at San
Pietro immediately after the Yanks entered the town following the
bloody assault. Associated Press correspondent Don Whitehead discov-
ered the cave. In it he found a new American-made baseball glove and
a spicy letter from a midwestern girl written only a’ few weeks before,
as well 2s many other letters. Yet the predominant evidence of dirty
uniforms and equipment indicated German occupancy of the cave.

% .2 N1

WHEN MAJOR EDWIN BLAND, JR. was introduced to Ernie
Pyle, he injecied into the conversation, with a grin, a shot out of the
blue: ”Say, youre the guy who owes me 80 bucks.” The famous col-
umnist, an honest man who had never before met the major, was non-
plussed. Bland. a dive-bomb squadron leader explained: I had an
automobile agency near Albuqueraiue before the war. I had just made
a sale; the commission was 80 collars. Then our Albuquerque office
phoned and said they had to ve the car-—for a gcuy named Pyle.
And before I could get anpther car for my customer, I was in ihe
Army,” Bland chuckled.

A% A% .

AT LEAST ONE P 40 WARHAWK PILOT will never again ask a
general to sign his short snorter bill—at least not jusc after bailing out.
Capt. Sidney W. Brewer, Fort Pierce, Fla., managed to bring his flak-
riddled ship back from an attack on Atina before bailing out. He
landed a few hundred feet from a general who was observing the battle
on the 5th Army front. The general and the pilot chatted together.
ahd then Brewer, naturally happy over his escape. asked the general to

. sign his bill in memory of the event. The general agreed. But Brewer
had forgotten that, like all good pilots before & missicn, he had left |
his wallet ‘with his staff officer. Since Prewer was unable to produce|
his short snorter, the general, according to custom, demanded the pen-
alty—two dollars. Brewer had to dig up all the small change in his
pocket in order to pay. ; \

8% A% »

PVT. JAMES. WILLIAMSON, member of the engineering section of
2 12th Air Force B-25 Mitchell group, interrupted his brick-laying job
to conduct a tour of his new home.:It was built mostly of lumber from
ifragmentation boxes.-has plenty of head room and nicely accommo-
dates Pvt. Williamson and two buddies. There was a wash basin ap-
propriated from a ‘bombed building; windows made from the plexi-
glass of a wrecked bomber; light from a German lantern; heat from
an oil-drum stove with a system for. dripping gasoline (German) on a
bed of sand, and even toilet facilities of a sort constructed from the
“relief tube” from a bomber. The house tour completed, Pvt. William-
son, a bank examiner back home in Baltimore, returned -to his brick-
laying. "To think,” he reflected aloud, "that the only thing I ever laid
on civyy street was a two dollar bet.” —

K A% A%

STEPS, HALTING AND FEEBLE as they may be, have been taken
by. one squadron of a B-25 outfit to solve the sweating-out-the-chow-
line problem. After each meal the boys tear out of the mess hall and
put their eating implements in liné on the ground. At next meal time
each man takes his position in the chow line cccupied by his mess Kkit.
Of course, there remains a certain amount of sweating for the boys
at the end of the line, but everyone feels the system is a move in the
nght_ direction. And besides the sight of that long, winding line of
aluminum ware glittering in the stn is about the ninth or tenth won-
der of the world to visitors. ;

28 A%

EVER SINCE THE EARLY DAYS of the African campaign the
enlisted men and officers of a veteran Mitchell bomber group have
been building their separate club houses every time they changed
stations. The officers do all the work on their club and the enlisted
men manage to get their own up without the advice of the officers.
”The {first time back in Africa that the enlisted men saw us officers
pitch in and build our own club, theéy were so surprised that ithey just
stood around watching us-and as.a result we had our club up two
days before they did,” a squadron executive said. The squadron’s first
sergeant. M-Sgt. Joseph J. Vishy, St. Louis, says it wasn’t quite as
bad as all that. but admits the competition in getting the clubs up has
crew members often mixing concrete, paintineg and driving nails well
into the night after having flown a mission that day.

} A% &% %

T-SGT. GILBERT G. JENSEN, Minden. Neb., is chief of a medium
- bomber communications section which has laid lines all the way from
. El Alamein to the outfit’s present advanced base in Italy. Practice has
1 made his crew so perfect they can now lay ten miles of wire and in-
{ stall 20 telephones in three hours. Recently seven bombers came
' home from a raid with their all-important radios damaged by flak.
. The planes were scheduled to go out on another mission as soon as
a fresh cargo of bombs could be loaded. Sgt. Jensen’s crew was called
in and every radio was fixed by the time the bombs were aboard.

A% A% A%

" SOMEBODY WAS READING a newspaper as the jeep bounced
* through the drizzle. There was an item in the paper about econditions
in the States, and that started the Army-old conversation about going
home. Some definite statements were made concerning Army vs. ci-
vilian life and the advantages of the latter. A lieutenant with a sense
of his duties observed that everyone would appreciate home mere be-
-cause -he had been away from it. To which M-Sgt. Edward W. Fitz-
gerald, fighter group armament chief, 0f Kansas City, Mo. replied

i

ruefully: “Lordy, lieutenant, I wasn’t mad-at my home when I left it.”
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The Army Sets Up The Drinks

ENGINEERS PLACE THEIR EQUIPMENT beside a stream in Italy to keep purified water flowing con-
stantly to units of the Allied 5th Army. Water from the stream is pumped through purifying filters"
and then into a canvas tank where it is held until needed. Water from any source, no matter how pol=
luted, can be purified with equipment which moves with U.S. troops.
'y
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Allies Will Find
Good Swimmin’
On ltalian Beach

There will be no shortage of fine
bathing beaches for any Allied sol-
diers whose présence may he re-
quested in Traly i summer. Two
beaches were ad this week—An-
zio and Nettuno, both of which
were very popular with the early
Romans

i SD KT O ~ i——

On the map !ﬂey are oniy two
miles apart—a bare 12 minutes by
trolley, a scant half-hour’s walk
by beach or roadway (but two full
days by communique. Anzio is the
better situated and the better
known, for it was the birthplace of
none other than two of Rome’s no-
torious emperors of the old Caesar
school, namely, Caligula and his
fiddling half-nephew, Nero.

The first travel literature about
Anzio was written by Cicero, who
extolled the virtues of the town’s
tranquillity and charm in his let-
ters to Atticus. Cicero had an estate
there and, except for the preva-
lence of fever, thought Anzio a
great place to spend his summers.

ANCIENT SEAPORT

Anzio is actually ancient Antium,
which was quite a prosperous sea-
port way back in 468 B.C., when
it was conquered by the Romans.
There’s a story that Coriolanus
used it for a hideout along about
490 B.C. after he was banished from
Rome, and that he lay around on
the good sands plotting to go back
and kick the pants off of his old
enemies, only to be dissuaded by
his old mother, to whom he was
very kind.

Caligula, who ruled Rome under
the name of Gaius Ceasar from 37
to 41 A.D., during which time he
built up quite a reputation d{or
cruelty, was born in Antium, but
apparently didn’t hang around
long enough to get into the local
records.

But Nero, who was born during |

the first year of Caligula’s reign
and who ruled from 54 to 68 A.D.,
did contribute some lasting good to
the old home town. He built an
artificial harbor at the extremity
of the small promontory on which
the town stands. and traces of his
breakwater are still visible. It is
west of the harbor Allied troops
have been using to go ashore.

DESERTED ONCE
Antium was deserted in the Mid-
dle Ages. but in the 16th century
its reconstruction was started. The
present town dates from 1689 when
Pope Innocent XII restored the
harbor.

Nettuno, which, like Anzio has
about 5,000 all-year inhabitants
who lie in wait year after year for
the July-August sucker season, was
once a Saracen village. It has a lot
of Roman ruins and relics to show
off, as well as an imposing fort
built in 1496 by Pope Alexander VI.

All in all, the Anzio-Nettuno
strand doesn’t guite measure up to
Coney Island, Atlantic City or
even Miami Beach, but it will do
—at least until Venice and the Lido
comes along.

A POCKET CHEMICAL KIT is 5
_check on the purity of water pumped from a stream in Italy. A
U.S. division requires about 50,000 gallons of water a day.

used by an American soldier to

A 12TH AAF RASE—Life with
the infantry is no fun, 1st:Lt. John-
nie ‘H. G. Clawson -testified last
week after returning from a re-
union with his, two younger broth-
ers just behind the b5th Army
mountain front in Italy. :

With 40 combat missions as pilot
and assistant operations officer of
a Marauder squadron under his
belt, Lt. Clawson hitchhiked by air
to Italy and by jeep to the front
to visit his brothers in the infantry.

T-Sgt. Billy Clawson is weapons
platoon leader in the same com-
pany in which S-Sgt. Doyle Claw-
son is rifle platoon leader. They
participated in the Salerno landing
and Johnnie had seen them once
before, but not under such rigid
combat conditions.

the Air Forces officer declared.
"It’s amazing how much they have
to put up with that we don’t.
Sometimes we see airplanes go
down and that’s all. We seldom see
anybody hurt. They see their own
budd‘es die and often help carry

them away.”

”That’s really rough over there,”(

Family Reunion In Italy
Puts Pilot In Front Line

The Clawson brothers’ company
once went into the line with 92
men and came back with less than
half its personnel. The next time
they, went into the line, many of
the men were replacements.

The infantry brothers were on
the front steadily for 30 days “be-
ing jolted and jarred the entire
time by 88 shells,” the pilot said.

Lt. Clawson tasted a doughfoot’s
life during his trip to the front. He
was riding in a weapons -carrier
when an 88 shell hit about 50 yards
away. ”’I saw the flash and ducked,”
he related. ”Shrapnel put a dent
two inches long in my helmet and
hit one fellow in the neck. Another
guy was knocked off the truck.”

He spent two days and nights
under fire and said he had ”all
I wanted.” Lt. Clawson told his
fellow pilots later that "it might be
a good idea if every Air Corps of-
1f’icertcould spend some time on the
ront.”

He would also like to see some
infantrymen spend time with com-
bat planes, so they could “under=
siand what we’re doing.”
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/4 Was The Easiest Landlng Yet

MANY OF THE 5TH ARMY TROOPS came ashore in dlle'n---Gmphlblolls trucks which proved their worth in Sl¢||y.
These ducks were already heading for the interior after landing on a beach near Nettuno.

THE NEW INVASION was
fed by Lt. Gen. Mark W.
“Clark, commander of the 5th
Army, pictured above just
after he landed on the re-
eently-won beachhead last
weekend. For General Clark,
this was the second invasion,
since he also commanded the
Allied forces at Salerno last
September. Some men didn’t
ride to shore but waded in
from landing craft like those -
at the right. The men faced
little German opposition, as
the Allies caught the enemy
s by surprise in their most suc-
- cessful behind-the-lines land-
ing of the Mediterranean
campaign. Troops were hit
- enly by occasional air raids.

- 2 BRITISH SOLDIERS of the
: 5th Army, above, right, ap-
. proach the beach in a
steady flow of ducks which
carried both men and equip-
ment from ship to  shore.
Ducks were especially useful
in this operation because the
shallow water prevented land-
ing craft from putting soldiers
directly on the beach. Casuali-

light, but those who suffered
: wounds during one of the Ger-
man air raids were well-cared
: for. Litter bearers, right,
did not have to fear enemy
machine guns or snipers while
. carrying out their missions of
mercy on the beaches and in
! the area a few miles inland---
far different from the situa-
tion at Salerno.

YANKS COME ASHORE, above, in the new Italian invasion
thrust, landing on the beachhead established by American
and British units. Although they were ready to meet fire with
.fire, they landed against little opposition. Standing on the
beach soon after they landed, 5th Army forces; right, quickly
move into position against a possible counter-attack. In the
'background is a burning Landing Craft, Infantry. The inva-
sion fleet faced no intensive fire from Nazi shore batteries
‘and was able to discharge combat crews efficienty and safely.
Allied naval guns, on the other hand, lobbed hundreds of
shells into German inland positions, making the advance of
the land forces easier. The invasion fleet assembled in
- Naples harbor and was off the beach near Nettuno in time
to permit the first wave to land at 0200 hours last Saturday
morning some 30 miles south of Rome.

:,;'. (Pictures by U.s Army chtorzal Service, Army Signal Corps and
% e S Brmsh Armal lem Unit throuah PWB)
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THE THREE R’'S

Italian Schools Resume
After Purging Facism

By Pfc. EDGAR E. CLARK
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer)

NAPLES—Younger children went
back to school last week in .most
of Allied-liberated southern Italy.
A beginning was thus made in put-
ing the Italian educational system
back into running order. But at
best it was a modest start.

Many speeches have been made
and articles written on the subject
of overhauling educational methods
in countries like Germany and Ja-
pan. Fascism infiltrated the educa-
tional systems of Italy over a
period of 20 years and to start it
up again has meant much purging
of teaching -and administrative
staffs and revision of textbooks.

But Italy, a country with the
lowest educational standards in
western Europe, probably needs
overhauling of its education system
less than it needs expansion. Edu-
cational authorities of the Allied
Military Government estimate that
only 25 percents of Italian elemen-
tary school children ever continue
through secondary schools to ob-
tain an education similar to that
given to high school sopliocmiores
in the United States. Less than 7
percent of Italian youth, AMG
says, attains college or university
training:

" Compulsory education, one of
America’s many democratic boons,
extends in Italy only through the
fifth grade. The first five years
of Italian schooling are free, the
next five, or secondary group, cost
the student 30. dollars annually,
while a university education costs
about 300 dollars a year in tuition
alone.

Since Italy has long been a coun-
try of very rich and very poor—
the middle class is relatively small
—higher than elementary educa-
tion has been availabl: only to
‘those who could foot the bill. :

CO-EDUCATION

In his five years of state-paid
education, the Italian child gets
the equivalent of the “three Rs”—-
Basic science, elementary history
and civics, called ”philosophy” by
the Fascists. Practically all Italian
schools, except .church and private
institutions, are co-educational.

In normal times, Italian children
start the school day at half past
. eight in the morning—nine 'o’clock
in the cities—and cannot go home
before one or later than three in
the afternoon. They have half-hour
recesses near noon throughout the
academic year, which extends from
Oct. 1 to July 31. X i

School vacations and holidays in
Italy are about the same as those
in America. There is a week’s re-
cess at Christmas and a five-day
break at Easter. The fall of Mus-
solini .has somewhat decreased
Italian school holidays. Under Fas-
cism, the children were out of
school Oct. 28 (anniversary of the
March on Rome), March 23 (Fas-
cist Contribution Day) and April 1
(Fascist Labor Day). Until new
ones are -established, the only holi-
day left to the Italian public school
student besides Christmas and Eas-
ter is May 24, the anniversary of
the 1915 declaration of war against
Germany. )

Truancy occurs only in the ele-
‘mentary grades, where tuition is
free. In the secondary schools,
where parents pay towards the
children’s education, there is lictle
trouble with absences. During the
spring and fall in the agricultural
districts, many children stay out of
school to help their families with
the crops, but this is not regarded
as a truancy. When an Italian child
”plays hookey,” which he will do
for the same reasons as school chil-
dren - throughout the world, his
teacher writes the family, and the
child is not allowed to return to
classes until his parents have
called at the school -

The one-quarter of Italian chil-
dren whose parents have funds to
send them to the next five years
of secondary school have their
choice of classical, scientific or in-
dustrial curriculums. The indus-
trial course generally runs for three

.or four years, while professional

studies require five. In this school-
ing, the student gets geometry, al-
gebra, foreign languages, history
and literature. As compared to the
”progressive” pedagogy practiced in
parts of America, where the child
must first ”find himself” or show
some natural adaptability for a
subject before being assigned to
study it, the Italian, or Continental
method is much more intense. The
Italian child absorbs identical sub-
jects at a much earlier age since
he does not have to ”like” Latin or
arithmetic before he is made to
learn his declensions and conju-
gations and his multiplication
tables.

COLLEGE FOR RICH

College education in Italy is
only for the children of the well-
fo-do. The average annual tuition
fee of 300 dollars represents a much
more considerable sum of money
than in the United States with its
far higher standards of cost and
living. There is no ”working your
way through” a university in Italy,
where the mere effort to earn a
living brings meager rewards and
certainly leaves no time for study-
ing and attending classes.

Those fortunate enough to attend
college can win a bachelor of arts
degree in four years,-as in America,
but scientific and professional de-
grees require six years. There are
no post-graduate courses, but nei-
ther must a student obtain a B.A.
or B.S. degree before going on to
study medicine, law or similar pur-
suits. The basic elements for the
advanced subjects are incorporated
in the six-year courses. -

Unfortunately, little of this uni-

versity knowledge and culture
ever touches the great masses of
Italians. Normal or teachers’
schools are unknown ‘here. The
teaching staffs of the elementary
and secondary schools are gradu-
ates only of those institutions; the
university gradustes teach only at
universities, s .
. The policy of education for the
few and ignorance for the many
has had  profound effects. The
American soldier who can speak
Italian, sees this unmistakably.
And he can also see one of the
reasons for the rise and 'growth
of Fascism and for Italy’s entrance
into World War II on the side of
Hitler’s Germany.

They Say...

CONGRFSSMAN WILLIAM LAM-
BERSTON (R.; Kan.) in a news
letter tc his constituents:

”A tax bill is something no mem-
ber is intrinsically for and yet
cannot consistently vote against
. . . It leaves one with the feel-
ing of being water-logged.”

NEWSWEEK,
night clubs:

”Champagne is a great drink
everywhere nowadays, but South-
erners and Westerners like bour-
bon and coke.”

PAUL DERRINGER, 36-year old
Chicago Cubs’ pitcher:
I know I sound like the Cham-
ber of Commerce, but I think
living in Florida will add three
to five years to the active life
of a baseball player,” -

in reviewing U.S.

L

Of All Things

Dreams In A‘Misf,
From 'Rye’ To 'Pigs’
And Caribou' Liver

Beer and Brainstorms

A lot of Americans are sending in
suggestions to the Pabst brewing
people, who are offering war bonds
for postwar employment ideas.
Some of the entrants obviously
thought you had to indulge in the
sponsor’s product before you could
enter, and some of them apparent-
ly went in for much headier brews.

One genius wants a postwar
tunnel dug from New York to
California, with canals connecting
every major city. The tunnel
would, of course, be a subway, and
the ones who aren’t riding can be
making nickels.

Another recommends twisting
the Missouri River to irrigate the

western states and finally to empty
into the Gulf of Mexico.

Exhibit C is quite serious about
forcing everyone to live in three-
room houses after the war. This
would require building new homes
for everyone, he points out. He
would alsoc carry functional design
to its ultimate and have the front
door open on the bathroom.

Two of +the entrants are at
swords’ points. The first doesn’t
think anyone will have . to work
after the war and sends along
drawings of a bedroom with gad-
gets in it which allow you to cook
your own breakfast while lying in
ked. The other suggests that bigger
and wider sidewalks be built so
that all the people who will be
looking for work will have plenty
of room.

Rather fiercely, another citizen
writes:  ”Abolish the working
woman.,”

One entrant just .‘ ote: “We
should trust im Gaa?” gl‘

No one has suggested prohibi-
tion. Or, at any rate, the Pabst
people haven’t said anything about
that.

Minsk Is Minsk

That’s how yowd say ”pigs is
pigs” in Russian, according to
Prof. J. G. Tolpin, Russian langu-
age expert at Northwestern Uni-
versity, who is out to show us that
Americans shouldn’t have any
trouble unscrambling the names of
Soviet cities. The Russians, he
says, share our fondness for nam-
ing places after common things.

For instance, Zhitomir means
"rye,” a major crop in the Ukraine
where the city is located. Ukraine
itself means Zborderland,” the
western frontier of Russia. Other
examples are given, such as Cher-
kassy, or “long-horned cattle;”
Belaya-Tserkov, or "white church;”
and Rovno, or ”prairie.”

And so the professor goes on,
a little tardi:y, it seems to us, now
that the Russians are taking back
cities quicker than we can pro-
nounce them. Is there a Polish
language professor in the house?

Step down, Prof. Tolpin.

Pinups, Model Mmmm-1

The Army has just said it’s like
carrying coals toc Newcastle for
Army newspapers in the States to
depict the female form, since "this
general subject is already hand-
wsomely exploited by civilian period-
icals.” A War Department guide
therefore advises against it. But
for overseas GIs, the WD relaxes
a little, saying:

”One cannot refrain from quot-
ing briefiy from a lengthy editorial
salute by an Army newspaper at an
isolated post in Alaska to a New
York artist (burlesque) who has
posed for special pictures for their
small publication.

”’You are the bear grease on
our lupin-root, cakes. You are the
seal blubber in our bowl of salmon
berries. You are the liver of the
caribou, the egg of the sturgeon,
the young gizzard of the spring
ptarmigan . . . ”

The booklet writers agreed that
”the likeness of the obliging young
woman was more warming in the
guonset hut than any mere coal
ire.”

Has anybody told Postmaster

Walker about this2 = ~—R.R.

’Quichow do I say

fellows’ in Goum?” .

Argentina-Axis ‘Break
Proves Allied Strength

The current week has brought
stunning proof of just how well
the Allied military offensive is
going. The proof came not so much
from the Italian battleground as
from the Western Hemisphere.
Specifically, 'it came from Argen-
tina, which at long last decided to
break relations with the Axis.

Logically, political triumphs go
hand in hand with military
achievements. In 1940 the high tide
of Axis victories brought Germany
a number of diplomatic gains
which - were as bloodless as they
were valuable. Some of the small-
er European nations stumbled over
one another in their haste to move
into the Axis camp. Now that the
military tide has turned the other
way, the diplomatic tide is turning
with it.

CHEERING ACTION

Argentina’s action is particularly
cheering because up "until the
moment the Buenos Aires decision
was announced, it looked as though
the Good Neighbor policy faced a
period of hard sledding. Just 24
hours before the Argentine break
with Germany was made public,
the: State Depariment had been
compelied to announce that . it
could not recognize the revolu-
tionary government established
last month in Bolivia. The reason
given by the State Department
was that the Bolivian government
appeared linked to “subversive

groups hostile to the Allied cause.”|.

Though the State Department
did not say so, most observers
back home considered that Belivia’s
link to the Axis was Argentina.
Commentators in the States had
freely expressed the opinion that
the Bolivian revolution was' to
some extent at least inspired by
Buenos Aires. The impression was
sirengthened . by the fact that
Argentina alone of the 20 Western
Hemisphere - ”Good Neighbors”
recognized Bolivia’s necw govern-
ment.

The firm stand taken by all the
rest of the “Good Neighbors” may
or may not have persuaded Argen-
tina that trying to break the solid-
arity of the Western Hemisphere,
at a time when Allied victories
were mounting, was a hopeless
tagk. Buenos Aires’ official reason
for breaking with the Axis was the
“discovery of definite proof” that
an Axis sabotage agency had its
headquarters " in Argentina. The
existence of this agency, it might
be noted, was not news to the rest
of the world.

But whatever the reasons for
Argentina’s about-face, the United
Nations have won a signal victory.

The Bolivian problem no longer
looks so formidable, and every
government in the Western Hemi-
sphere is now lined up against the
Axis.

The diplomatic triumph which
Argentina’s decision represents was
undoubtedly a reflection of the
progress of Allied arms on all
fronts. It was also a reflection of a
patient and successful diplomatic
strategy. For months now some
circles back home have urged our
government to’ take strong meae
sures against Argentina. Specific=
ally it was proposed that the United
Nations clamp an embargo on the
Argentines.

Since the United States furnishes
the bulk of Argentina’s imports
and Britain takes the bulk of Ar-
gentina’s exports, an embarge
wou:d undoubtedly have produced
damaging. effects on the Argentine
economy. 3

But this advice was not taken.
Those who argued against the im-
position of economic sanctions
pointed out that while such a
step would almost certainly prove
effective in short-run terms, the
damage done to Argentina’s rela-
tions with Britain and the United
S:iates might cast a long shadow
over postwar Latin America. The
resentment which sanctions would
probably have. aroused in Argen-
tina, a proud country and a rich
one, could not have been dispelled
in a day. .

BRIGHT FUTURE

As it is now, Argentina has
broken with the Axis on its own
initiative. No humiliating measures
uave been publicly taken against
the nation, ard the future of -the
Good Neighbor policy looks brighter
than ever. ¢ )

Argentina is not a democracy. in
our understanding of the word.
Iis present government may never
be heart and soul for the United
Nations’ cause. But the action it
has taken is certainly a "blow to
Axis prestige, and if Buenos Aires
moves sternly to break up the
Axis espionage and propaganda
activities it has somewhat tardily
discovered, Argentina will . con-
tribute tangibly to Allied military
victory.

The combination of Allied mili-
tary achievement and of diplo-
matic tact and firmness augurs
well for the future. When the war
ends, nobody will be able to doubt
Allied military strength. If that
strength is matched by diplomatic
and economic policy of equal qual-
ity, democracy as a way of living
together will look remarkably at-
tractive to all peoples everywhere.

—H.H.L.
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_ Puptent Poets

OF STEEL AND FIRE

The beauty that is you,

Has been carefiilly etched

On my brain;

And my blood surges

With volcanic heat, ¢

‘When concatenate memorie

Come forth, -

From their tressured vaulf.

Comrade, loves!

‘The cry of dying carrion

Resounds over the many battle-
fields. .

Fatally wounded :

By Freedom’s Falcons,

With talons of stee

And fire, : . .

Swooping down for uhe final kill.

"Wait for me and I’ll return,”

With singing heart

And quickened walk,

With senses alive

And consciousness burning,

In the new world

Our love will build.

S-Sgt. Daniel A.. West

‘MAIL ORDER

Please send me the love of friends,

Or givé my love to others; .- .

Send me a book or" something
which blends

With my gentle thoughts of
:Mother. '
Send me in words the talk of all

around,
Send me the fragrance of flowers;
I want the gossip of the town
For these quiet lonely hours.

Cpl. Jacques F. Turner

NOUGHT IS LEFT

In the well-remembered yesterdays,
When foolish, idle dreams
Were loaded on an oak-leaf
And sailed on quiet streams,
We loved.

And we were young, and being
young, . .
The present was our realm;
So ships that we set sailing
Had nothing at the helm
But love.

Now tears disturb the quiet streams;
And age disturbs the face;

. Nought is left of former years
Excegt the saving grace.
Of luve. . ‘
—T-Sgt. William Callahan

DREAMERS

The unseen hand of :mystery
moves, 2y

Weaves into being majestic beams,

Places them upon a stage . ;

For those who live by building
dreams:

Those beams build up the
come,

Bind them in security, .

Found® them on tomorrow’s stone,

Today’s mocked realm, reality.

Turn not with scorn on him who
dreams %

For greatness out.of less was born

Who knows but what the dreamers’
dream . ° i€ ey

Will- smile on you the ‘coming
morn?

"e=Jt. Winifred E. Cochran, ANC

!daLys to

TWO SCHOOQLS OF

THOUGHT .

The Poet said: W
»Lives there ‘a man with soul so
“dead i 20
Who has never tried to write a
-song?” S
Well, yes, my face’s red: - -

I never tried to write a song,

Nor do I feel my soul so: dead,
Nor feel I've done so great a wrong
Because I never wrote a song.
Indeed, I might have done a

eater wrong ‘

Jf I had tried to write a song:
And worse . . . if I had written
~verse:

2 —Pfc. David Corn, - Jr.
T O i el

\

LETTER PERFECT

Thank God, I write as I please .
Of grass and flowers and olive
trees, ¢
Rocks and sand and bumble bees,

These will pass the censor. 4

What I think of trivial tripe,

The goodness of grapes when they
are ripe,

When I acquired another stripe,

These will pass the censor.

But let me breathe where I met
a Wac,

Or why my outfit stopped and
then turned back,

Or I see by now that you're facing

. flak,

These won’t-pass the censor.

And so, dear buddy, if you want
the meat, s
None of the chaff and all of the

wheat, i
Life or Newsweek can’t be beat,
These have passed the censor..

=~T-5 E. J. Slocum

THE INVADER

It wasn’t in the cards for me

no joke
to crawl across the beach.
The wicked whine of the bullets
are burned in my memory,
I was willing to bet I'd never ge
to a. place they couldn’t see.

and sure

mission.
I silently cursed the Fates.
worth
eighty-eights.
No need to go on and on;
that incident is past.

t:)

but hell, it makes me sore,
one day:

the war?” :

1ISSIONS 'COMPLETE
alone

and brightly shone,

sand

o’er the land.

Prayed
safe and soon

moon.

KHAKI ASTRONOMY

: ight. .
That is the star which you gave

to me

me

Memories potent as strong wine,
Memories of moments together,
Of music, of love, and of mirth;

birth.

ning

elfin light.

A GI'S LETTER

dear,
With not a star in sight;
The air was hushed, though stil
> and clear, :
The candle flickered bright,

Paused . . . for words to say;
To tell you how I miss you
Four thousand miles away.

night, y
Of days we used to know; .
And plans for those to come—
My dear, I love you so.

To say that I was fine;
The weather’s nice . :
o. k.

And added one more line:
Remember that I love you, hon .
Write me every day:

Keep a smile upon your face
I like you best that way.

COMPLAINT

Give credence to the .rumor
That fighters for the freedom
(four) -

| Are too devoid of humor.

- e

Vs

Nothing” to do but sit and think
of the very short weeks ago,
When with the rest I did my best
as we landed against the foe.

the end of the battle to reach
For my leg was broken and it was |

The pain in my leg was steady

like the course of our convoy
true,: :

As I inched along I knew it was
wrong 2

but I felt deserted and blue.

I had no right to think that way

for soldiers fight for position,

They went away and couldn’t stay

they had to accomplish the

My end, I thought, had surely come,

I-hugged the earth for all I was

when they 2zeroed in with

We're ox&_ S(;ur way to prepare the
for iaé s;G’;eace which will surely
There’s nothing moreof importance
What will I say when questioned
”Daddy, what did you do in

—Pfc. Walter Derlis

Beneath Morocco’s moon I stood
While stars above looked down
A caravan moved out across the
And night winds whispered’ softly

I stood and looked across the sea

to“home,
‘(:,.o't_mtede my numerous thoughts

alone,
that God would keep me
I could say adieu to the Moroccan

—Sgt. J. A. McManus

I lie on my cot and hear the wind
As. it quietly: speaks to the night,
And I search the sky with an eager

eye
For lt_hgtstar with the bright -elfin

When last your lips touched mine;
That is the star which brings to

Memories as sweet as the heather
Which blooms in the land of our

The hours are ever less lonesome
As the day gives away to the night;
I know in the black dome of eve-

Shines our star with the bright
—8-Sgt. William Callahan

The sky was dark, last night, my

And then I filled my fountain pen,

To tell you how I dream each

And then I scribbled on the page,

. my work’s

—Pvt. Joe E. Day

The Puptent poems I have read

. —Pfc. Stewart Burke

t

LONG-RANGE P-47 THUNDE

for enemy iterritory. The
airfield in Greece.

Bolts From _Trhe‘ Blué

4 BOLT fighters are now operating with the strategic force of Lt. Gen,
Ira C. Eaker’s Mediterranean Allied Air Command. A formation of P-47s is shownglabove as it headed
Thunderbolts’ first job in this theater was an escort mission to Kalamaki

2

(AAF Photo)

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR-
TERS—Nazi airmen may now be

derbolts.

Crews of those 20 German planes
which went huttling to earth dur-
ing the last month will never know
about Thunderbolts, which is prob-
ably a merciful thing. But their
comrades who face the extremely
unpleasant task of meeting Thun-
derbolts won’t cnjoy the news that
America’s latest bit of compact
destruction is now operating in
great force in the Mediterranean
theater.

Thunderbolts—P-47s on the air-
craft identification charts—have
been here now & little over a
month and already nave added to
the pages of aerial achievement
started in the Pacific theater and
carried cver northern Europe in
recent months.

First they were used to escort

told what hit them; it was Thun-

B-17 Flying Fortresses and B-24
Liberators from Italian bases
against vital targets deep in enemy
territory. Then they were allow-
ed, by progression, to accompany
mediums on sweeps over Italy and
the Balkans. But for the past six
weeks the fast-climbing, speedy
fighters have also been flying alone
on sortiec over distant enemy ob-
jectives.

Thunderbolis began operations
here on Dec. 14 when they escort-
ed Forts in an attack on the air-
drome at Kalamaki, Greece, but
they didn’t try their guns wuntil
two days later when they were on
a strafing mission up the Yugo-
slavian coast. There - were eight
Thunderbolts on the mission and
all came back. Before they got
back they had scored three vic-

.| tories against heavy odds—a matter

in which Thunderbolts excel—and

4\
e

ABROQUT SHAVING
Dear Editor:

I do not know who has the
authority to do anything about it,
and consequently, I am writing to
you. The “it” that I refer to is
brushless shaving cream.

In the supply section of this
squadron, there is enough brushless
shaving cream to give every man
four tubes each. Last week, we
urged every man to take three
tubes eachh of the cream and dis-
pose of it some way. Even by em-
ploying salesmanship to each man
in the squadron, the stuff still ac-
cumulates and we are powerless to
do anything with it.

In the first place, there is too
much' shaving cream in the ration.
It is impossible to use as much as
is alloted. However, if the cream
were a ather cream, there would
be a demand for it.

Brushless shaving cream is not

is' kicked about. Life Savers share
about the same place in the
soldier’s estimation. However, they
can be traded io the native child-
‘ren, or given away. That is true
with any other surplus that may
accumulate, such as soap, razor
blades, ete. In Africa, we tried to
trade brushless cream to the Arabs
and the Prench. In Sardinia, we
have tried to trade it to the Sar-
dinians. In all cases we have met
with the same answer . . .NO!

If we keep getting it at the same
rate, we will need to have the cur-
rent TBA revised to increase the
tentage in order to devote one tent
to storage space for the stuff,

How akout naving some lather
shaving cream and some chocolate
bars? .I know cne whole squadron
that would appreciate those two
changes in the ration.

—S-Sgt. Richard E. Sharp

BELLS
Dear Editor:

We crossed the Atlantic, sailed
.|past Gib, left Bizerta and sailed
against Sicily. Packed up and again
found ourselves aboard a ship.
And to this date there’s not a guy
in my ccmpany who can agree as
to what iime it is when we’re on
a boat.

Does one bell around noon on
shipboard mean 1:00. 1:30, 12:30,
12:00 or 11:00 o’clock?

Hope your answer is right cause
there’s going to be a Gob who is
going to lose money on this deal.

—Pfec. Irwin Agrain

One bell around moon aboard

ship means 12:30 PM.—Edilor.

1
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the only item in the ration that-
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BLUEPRINT
Dear Editor:

Here is my lctter about what I
could do with the mustering-cut
pay Congress is planning to give
the GI. There are others in my
unit who think along the same
lines.

If given a sum like 1,200 dollars,
for instance, I could use 100 dollars
per month to pay my loan on the
new home I intend to build as soon
as possible after being discharged.
Also, there would be enough for the
electric light, gas, water and fuel
pills. : 2
The amount stipulated would
certainly be enough to put any
soldier one year ahead for it would
take twice that long to save that
much. I also want to buy old Army
equipment, if fut up for sale to
service men. A radio receiver,
transmitter, a jeep and trailer for
my business and a few other
things. ;

—Pvt. Valentine B. Biey, Jjr.

Congress this week voted muster-
ing-out pay of 300 'dollars for all
who served overseas.—Editor.

YE POLICE GAZETTE
Dear Editor: : .

Our camp was peaceful until
two American liaison officers
moved in. We had achieved a
great deal towards the winning of
the war and our morale was ex-
cellent.

However, whilst. with us, these
two officers inoculated most of the
command with the ferocious habit
of ”talking” American, doing
American and, above all, reading
American. As long as these liaison
fellows were here, we could do the
latter for each mail brought them
magazines and reading material
from the States.

But now our American brother
officers have gone. With them
went the heart of every member
of our mess for they would not,
under any consideration, leave be-
hind ”The National Police Ga-
zette” with a photo of lovely Miss
Jessica Rogers. :

Miss Rogers in the particular
photo we want is appearing black
lace unmentionables. She looks
inviting and bored. Her stockings
are, I believe, of black mesh. I
am certain you have an idea of
what I mean when I say she is
like a London fog before dawn.

Can you possibly help us obtain
Miss Rogers for our mess without
having to take those two Ameri-
cans back?
~—Maj. Peter Farrington Donwnes

Allies Throw P-47 Thunderbolts
Against Nazis In Mediterranean

had written the first Thunderbolt
saga for this area.

Ammunition nearly exhausted,
Lt. Harold T. Monahan, Lake
Placid, N.Y., saw three ME 109s
ahead of him skimming along the
sea and dived in at them from
2,000 feet. Then L. Alfred C. Fron-
ing, Belle Plains, Towa, saw an ME
gelting on Lt. Monahan's tail. He
gave the Thunderbolt full throttle,
got on the MEs tail with a perfect
shot in his gunsights. /

"I gave him a full squirt, full of
strikes,” he said later. "He starled
to pull up so I raised my nose and
he flew right into my tracers. As
he reached 1,000 feet he burst into
ﬂan,xes and went straight into the
sea.”

12 MORE FIGHTERS
By this time at least 12 more
MEs had arrived on the scene, so
now it was a battle of 15-plus
Messerschmitts against Monahan,
Froning and Lt. Stanley F. Lan-
caster, Greenviile, Miss.,, who had

k of ammunition. Here's how

t. Monahan aescribed the mnext
few minutes:

I went after that 109 right on
the deck. He went into a chandelle
to the left and I stayed on his tail.
As I started shooting, 'Red’ Lan-
caster passed right between us and
I put two bullets through the 109’s
belly tank. Smoke started to pour
from the Jerry and at 400 feet he
rolled over and went into the sea.
I saw another Messerschmitt com=-
ing in on my left and I gave him
a long burst, getting strikes. The.
plane crashed and the pilot came
down in a parachute. 1 was now
out of ammunition entirely, but
stayed to watcih the fight rather
than try to run for it with so
many. Jerries around.”

In the meantime, Lt. Froning
broke away after his opponent had
crashed just as an ME put two
cannon holes through his. right
wing with long shots. One of the
shots also knocked the wheel down
and blew tae tire. The other set
the wing afire three feet from the
cockpit and put the right wing
guns out of commission. By all the
rules Lt. Froning was a dead duck.’

THROUGH TRACERS

»T got on the deck and tried to
run for it, but the ME, and two
others, got on-my tail. I skidded
through tracers of all colors of the
rainbow, my wing still afire. The
others turned off, and as another
Thunderbolt crossed my path I
went underneath him at 50 feet
and the Jerry, thinking I was done,
‘went for the newcomer. My wing
had now quit burning and I did a
quick turnabout and soon got in
range of my former pursuer. I
fired a full deflection shot closing
around to a tail shot and saw four
feet of his left wing and half his
tail come off. He started to smoke
and rolled over on his back while
I kept shooting until my ammuni-
tion was gone. When I had to pull
up he was in a 60 degree dive
toward the water and out of con-
trol. Lancaster saw him crash.”

None of these pilots were old
hands at Thunderbolts. For Lt.
Lancaster it was a first mission.
For Lts. Froning and Monahan it
was the second, but Lt. Froning’s
two Thunderbolt victories added to
three previously scored in other
aircraft, raised him to ace status.

The Thunderbolts’ best days in
this theater were on Jan. 21 and 22
when they covered landing opera-
tions south of Rome. On Jan. 21
they got four out of six Focke
Wulfs over Florence and the day
of the landings shot down five out
of 15 Messerschmitt interceptors
over Rome, ... .. . -
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From Table To Beach,
Allies Had All Moves Pat

By Sgt. MILTON LEHMAN

(Stars and.. Stripes Stiaff Writer)

WITH THE 5TH ARMY AM-
PHIBIOUS FORCES—One of the
things about being assigned-to an
amphibious invasion is that you
never know where you're going un-
til youre well on your way. On

this operation the regiment to

‘which I was assigned knew we were
going to take "A” Beach, but none
of us knew where "A” Beach was.

o At that time the beach was only

a model in sand which, we were
told represented a 20-nnle-lonﬂ
plain well-watered by streams. Be-
yond the sand were dunes, followed
by two coastal roads running par-
allel to. the shore. On our_right
flank was a tower which could be
used both as a landmark and a
rallying point, while to the left
was a barracks.

It wasn’t until well out to sea
that we Iearned that ”A” Beach
was some 30 miles south of Rome
and that we were due to land there
at 0200 hours the next day. We
also knew, from one glance at the

~roadways of the Tyrrhenian Sea,
. that we were going to have com-

pany on our voyage. Never has a
sea been -so crowded. The end of
invasion vesscls wasn’t in sight.

Whether “the Germans knew
what was coming was still a ques-
tion in ‘everyome’s .mind. On Fri-
day there had been two alerts for
unidentified 'planés, ‘which rumor
said were .recons. But we couldn’t
see them from qur ship, and noth—
ing happened y

‘TENSE NIGHT

All that night tenseness mounted.
We waited for:zero hour at 2 AM,
when we took our turn in chmbmg
aboard the Higgins boats to head
for shore. . Ten minutes earlier had
come the first flash of light from
shore. Ships ‘were pounding the
beaches "and sending up great
bursts of flame. The first wave of
assault troops, lying off shore in
landing craft, moved onto the
beaches.

For the next hour the convoy

“shuttled quietly back and forth off

shore, an LCI or an LST at regu-
lar intervals breaking the lateral
line and moving onto the beach.

. All this time, not a round of en-

emy artillerv came from the shore.

_The only light on land was from

South ftaly Has
Trembling Past

NAPLES— Between active. vol-

“canoes and earthquakes, southern

Italy is known as *terra ballerina”

—"dancing ground’—but American
soldiers probably won’t stick
around long enough to experience

“either of these natural phenomena.

Coming up from eastern Sicily
through the boot of Italy, tourists
can see the following major vol-
canoes: KEtna, near Catania;
Stromboli, in the Lipari Islands
above the Messina Straits; the

“Vulture, in the ankle of Italy near!

Rionem: the Firing Fields, near
Pozzuoli  west of Naples; Epomeo,

-on the Island of Ischia off Naples;

and most famots of all, Vesuvius.
The most destructive quakes in
recent history—the past two or

three centuries— shook: up south-
ern Calabria i 1783, Naples in|-

1857 and ‘Ischia in 1883. The worst

_.ground tremblor in modern times

took 100,000 lives in Messina and
the Italian toe in 1908. A 1914
gquake killed 80 percent of the pop~

. ulation in the Avezano region.

Italian earthquakes are famous
for their frequéncy, according to
the Encyclopedia Brittanica, which

lists 4,954 from 1891 to 1920 an |

‘average of 165 a year. ‘Most of

these, of course, were minor shocks|

. Which lett hardly a trace.
So the Allied soldier doesn’t have
.much to worry about. There hasn’t

been an earthquake in southern |
" Italy, experts remarked this week,
since the Allied quake shocked :

Salerno.

68th Field Artillery
Honored By Stlmson

WASHINGTON — Secretary ot
War Henry L. Stimson this week
announced the award of battle
honors to.the 68th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion. of the First

Armored Division for gallantry in|

‘& three-day rearguard action which

enabled other units:. to withdraw|:

‘through the Kasserine Pass in the
Tunisian campaign last February.

.

our own patrol boats. After radio
silence was broken at zero hour,
we heard that the first wave had
landed with. no resistance and that
the second wave had followed them
in, The men didn’t put too much
faith in the news. They feared a
trap.

At 0300 hours reports were good,
at 0400 hours still- good and a
waferthin crescent of moon ap-
peared to- take the edge off the
darkness. We waited on deck where
ship crew stood alert at their 20
.mm guns. There were no targeis.

Some time after 0400 hours, the
Higgins boats pulled alongside.
With my typewriter, wrapped in
part of a gas cape and sealed with
adhesive tape under one arm,
musette bags, dispatch case and
galoshes sirung aircund my neck.
I jl%mped down to planking on the
boat.

GLISTENING WAVES-

The waves shone with phosphor-
ous as they splashed against the
sides of the boat. There was still no
sound ahead of us and behind
there was only the dull sound of
ithe convoy’s. motors. "It's too

~tgutiet,” said the coldier next to ine

as he adjusted the sling of his
rifle. It stinks with quiet,” said
the soldier next to him. I like if
quiet,” said a third soldisr.

The beach began in sand, mixed
with moderate seashore vegetation.

{Suddenly I heard someone whisper:

“There’s the tower!” in a tone

“Imixed with surprise and apprecia-

tion. The tower had been noted
at our first briefing as the initial
rallying point. We knew then that
the Navy had beached us at the
spot marked in the original plans.

We headed for the tower, slog-
ging along over a soft sandy trail.
We reached the tower, paused and
then started on again. I followed
fhe man in front of me until he
stopped. A voice said: "Here we
are. Let’s dig in.”

I started in with my steel helmet
to diz a two-man Maginot Line
with a nearby lieutenant who had
also just made his first amphibi-
ous operation. Qur defenses were
nearly completed when another
voice. sterner than the first, ex-
ploded: "Come on, do you expect
to sit here forever?”

We starbed up again and' by

thinking black thoughts of possible
counter-attacks and wondering at
the quietness.

The morning started bright and
clear, cold encugh’ to frost the
leaves on the bushes. Even the CP
signs, carried up the sandy path
by M-Sgt. Ernest Kiernan, the

First Yank Soldier
Wed To italian Girl

IN ITALY—S-Sgt. and Mrs. Lee
A. Dexter are at home to their
friends after the first American
soldier wedding in Italy following
September’s Salerno landing.

Sgt. Dexter, San Carlos, Calif.,

who has seen seven years’ service
in the Army, spoke no Italian ‘when
he met Rosita and she spoké no
English, but the couple soon
learned enough phrases to carry on
a .conversation.
The soldier, a medic with a sta-
tion hospital in southern Italy, and
-his Naples fiancee were married
Jan. 9 in Naples and now are living
in an apartment near his post.

dawn were still' moving forward,

regimental sergeant major, were
frosted.

It was still to early to tell much,
but the executive officer admitted
it was somewhwat crazy—the show
was not only running fhe way G-2
said it would, it was running even

betiter than that. All the light |Z @8

artillery, light tanks and amphibi- 3

ous ducks were already ashore.

Up ahead the infantry had not
yet made contact with the Ger-
mans, except for the helplessly
small company of Germans assign-
ed as a listening post at our
beachhead area. At 0710 naval guns
in the harbor fired a few random
shots and stopped. A handful of
Spitfires flew by toward the Ger-
man lines; the Germans had not
yet released their planes.

TUp the road from the CP, on the
second lateral highway, Pvt. Ellis
Harter, Ashley, N.D., stood guard

‘jover a German prisoner who had

been shot when our first battalion
went through the barracks where
the Germans had stored their am-
munition.

About 100 yards away was an-
other German, an officer, on his
back in the eulvert of the road.

Driving in an ilalian Lancia paint--

ed army green, he had been sur-
priced by a. machine-gunner in the
weapons plateon of Co. A, who
pumped his car, killed him, wound-
ed a soldier and missed another
officer riding in the back seat. The
other officer was captured.

By noon, tHe beachhead was more
than secure ani froops were push-
ing inland as fast as their supplies
could follow. And supplies had
been unloaded in the harbor with
astonishing speed.

Major nga rded
For Job In North

THE FIRST OF A SHIPLOAD of Yanks to come off the Army
hospital ship, Acadia, Lt. Benjamin-Ralston, Chicage, lovingly pats
the soil of America. The Acadla, brought home a load of wounded

soldiers from the M[edxte;ranean

Home, Sweel Home

theater. (Acine Photo)

A genﬂs Harvest Millc

In Moroccan ‘Garden’

By Sgt. RAY REYNOLDS

The new vegelable garden of a
certain Casablanca resident has
been turned into a ’victory gar-
den” for Uncle Sam with the
unearthing of 1,152 cans of GI
condensed milk and 418 pounds of
GI coffee by agents of the Crim-
inal Investigation Division of the

Provoct Marchal anaral’a offica
—IOVESY searSiiaas Glnlrair s oiiile,

=
WASHINGTON — Maj. Winston
C. Fowler, Corps of Engineers, this
week received the Legion of Merit,
the’ War Department announced,
for his leadership in building an

‘important installation off the coast

of Greenland in the face of grave
weather hazards.

In September, 1941, Fowler, then
a lieutenant, commanded a de-
tachment of 23 enlisted men placed
on.an island off Greenland to con-
struct a permanen. camp and
power station to serve a northern
air ferry route. The site was atop
a hill of solid rock 30) feet high.

All supplies, including a 23- ton
bulldozer, the cifation sald were
lifted to the top by cableway block
and tackle. The detachment moved
15000 cubic yards of solid rock,
drilled 4,000 holes and erected 22
yoles each 60 feet high. The poles,
weighing {wo tons each, were
floated down a fjord from the main
base and moved to the top of the
hill by cable. The success of the
whole project, it was said, depended
on the nrpmglon of the leveiing and
the settmg of the poles.

The work continued through the
Greenland winter until March,

1942, with snow, ice and wind in-:

creasing thc- difflculty of maintain-
ing contact with the main base
through the ice-jammed fjord. A%
the end of that period. the citation
said, the men were told they could
return to the main base. but asked
to be allowed to remain on the
island and complete the project
under Fowler's direction.

By e e w‘«\p

U.S. SOLD'IERS of the 5th Army load their morhr to_shell Ger-
) tions along the ltalnan tront.

H. Msle or The_ ».%N‘azis:

A N

'freedom, - Brought to a smashing}

sacross the desert wastes of Morocco

% |ing in. primitive Arab huts scatter-

| tion to any

NATOUSA.

Recovery of the black- market
treasure recently from several feet
exciting case involving three

American soldiers and five black
market operators, all of whom are
now waiting trial in U.S. Army and
French civil courts, respectively.
The case was ”sewed up” by the
confession of one of the soldiers,
who led the CID a merry chase up
and down French Morocco before
surrendering and leading the de-
tectives to the Casahlanca cache
of U.S. Army food.
ALERT CAPTAIN

First inkling that a rations
racket was being operated in GI
ration dumps in Casablanca came
when a captain in charge of a
dump noticed that one of the
command cars assigned to his lot
was being driven oif, loaded with
coffee, by ‘three strange soldiers.
The captain stopped the car, and
the men were taken to CID head-
quarters for questioning. They
coolly explained they were drawing
rations for their mess hall.

This explanation did not satisfy
the detectives, who took one of the
three soldiers back to the dump}
to check on the issuing orders for

(Stars and Stripes Stajf Writer)

shore patrol. From Agadir, he was
flown to Marrakech in the interior
and there, once again, he succeed-
ed in escaping. Breaking out of the

-.guardhouse to which he had been

confined, he stole the first auto-
mobile he came across. It belonged
to the British consul.

BACK TO CASA

Toward Casablanca, then, scene
of ‘his earlier crimes, the soidier
|headed, only to run Into a misfor-
tune suifered by many drivers of
civilian cars bought in North Af-
rica. The consul’s car stalled, and
on the only railroad erossing for
miles around. This was the last
siraw for the weary, ragged cul-
prit, and before long he was again
in the hands of the CID. -

In his confession, the soldier said
that he and his two companions
had stolen large quantities of ra-
tions from Army depo:is, netting
them fancy sums from black mar-
ket operators. Cooperating with the
CID he revealed the names of the
civilian racketeers and warned
that the men probably had hidden
their “hot” rations in places dif-

ficult to find.

‘One of the operators was. admir-
ing his new vegetable garden ‘when
the CID and French authorities
arrived. The agents rolled up their
sleeves and dug into the African
earth, bringing forth mneither
diamonds nor oil, but a rich crop
of U.S. Army coffee and milk and
chalking up another victory in the
never—endmg offensive of the CID
in the Batﬂe of the Black Market

the rations, His bluff called, the 7_

He jumped the fence to a tempo-=
rary and mishap-ridden period of

end when his stolen car sialled on
the crossing of a Moroccan rail-
way and was crushed by a freight
train.

His original intention, the sol-
dier explained after being picked up
shortly after the wreck by CID
agents of the Casablanca office,
was to reach the Spanish zone of
Ifni, where he planned to board a
ship for South America or Spain.

ESCAPE DIFFICULT
But getting to a Spanish zone

proved much more difficult than
jumping ‘the fence of a ration
dump. For 16 days the soldier
wandered about, eating and sleep-

ed over the countryside. Fake pa-
pers and fast talking helped out,
but gradually the soldier’s uni-
form became . dirty and: ragged,
and his face an unshaven invita-
military policeman.
Finally he gave up, not knowing
that he was just a Iew mlles short
of his goal.

Turning back to Agachr on the
F‘rnnnh l\lrnrnnﬂ“n c‘oast .n()lth of
Casablanca, ;the ‘soldier was picked

JFTent

soldier managed to break loose.|

itary authon ties
the U.S

“,,'The Song
l'or The Week

' PEOPLE WILL SAY
'WERE IN LOVE

Don’t throw bouquets, at me y
Don’t please my . folks too much.
Don’t laugh at my jokes {00 muci,
People will say we’re in love.
Don’t sigh and gaze at e,
Your sighs are so like mine, :
Your eyes mustn’t glow like. mine,
People will say we're in love.
Don't start collecting things,
Give me my rose and my glove
Sweetheart, theyre suspecting
things,
People will say we're in love.
Second Chorus

Don’t praise my charm too much,
Don’t look so vain with. me,
Don’t stand in the rain with me,
People will say we’re in love.
Don’t take my arm too much,

| Don’t keep vour hand in mme,
Your hand feels so grand in mine,
People will say we’re in love.
Don’t dance all night with. me,
Till the stars fade from above,
They'll:see it’s all’ nght with me,
People will say were in Jove.
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'.successful -Allied amphibious: landing in Italy last
_week. On this page are shown other activities con-
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Thg_Navy Knows There Is A War On

e T T T

The U.S. Navy played an important role in the

o ducted durmg World Wor 15 by the Navy.

~ AN AMERICAN WARSHIP’S

FROM THE ALEUTIANS to
the Solomon Islands, the Navy e s e b
has ranged the Pacific Ocean : tion as part of g%he U':nited
culistintilek Ur
Jw;tl:, dlsast_ll'_t;us re..--l-‘- --b--- States task force serving with
J p.dl.nese.r he |:var§ lphohove the British Home Fleet. A task
;: ri mzdo kopc :r 1;\: tde or; force similar to this was with
lor ot Adak, in the Andreano the British when they tried to
sland group of the Aleutians,

: 3 : draw the recently - sunk
durmg @ lull in operations Scharnhorst from her. Nor-

dapand paikioE e boie wegian berth last summer.

ground are a sharp contrast
to the tropical jungle which
the Marines, below, found

when they were put ashore on
Empress Augusta Bay on Bou-
gainville Island by a fleet of
Coast Guard landing craft.
Landing craft similar to these,
have also seen action in the
invasions of Sicily and ltaly.

Atlantic, a Navy blimp pro-
tects a supply-laden Allied
freighter from Nazi subma-
 rines. Slow-moving (com -
" pared to airplanes blimps
ravel far out from the east-
‘ ern seaboard, spotting U-
boats and guarding the ship-
: ping lanes from the under-
seas marauders. Biimps
somewhat larger than the
one wbove are now being pro-
duced in the United States.
Lighter - than - air machines
have played an important role
in decreasing the submarine
| menace to the bridge of ships
to the fighting fronts.

NAVY - OPERATED LSTs
(Landing Ship, Tanks),
right, discharged their cargo
under fire on the beaches of
Licata, Sicily, soon after the
first American troops went
ashore in their first European
invasion. - The Allied Navies
gathered probably the largest
invasion fleet in history for
the attack on Sicily and three
months later repeated their

efforts for the landings at Sa--

lerno Bay. Naval salvos were
credited with helping greatly
to repulse German attempts
to throw Allied soldiers from
their Salerno bridgehead in
the first week after the land-
ings in September. The Navy
also sent men ashore to work
and to fight in the initial

stages of the operation. -

COAST GUARDSMEN on'a
cutter convoying freighters in
the Atlantic watch a moun-
tain of spray sent skyward by
the explosion of a depth
chearge, fired fram the cutter
to blast out a lurking Nazi
submarine. Laid in a pattern
around the U-boat, depth
charges create enormous pres-
sure against the steel plates
of the submarine and, if drop-
ped close enough, can some-
times cause the enemy ship to
break in half. Coast Guards-
men no longer confine their
activities to chasing smug-
glers and rescuing overturned
sailboats but now sail wher-
ever the Navy is. They have
porticipated in most of the
major American invasion par-

ties of World War Il. |
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" GIs Learn Arts Oi ‘Finer Living

In Muddy, Front-Line Foxholes|

WITH THE 5TH ARMY — The
Quartermaster Corps never allowed
for these methods in their ‘Tables
of Basic Allowances, end the field
manuals, for all their enterprise
in suggesting ways to make your-
self at homé abroad, never really
got down to the fine points. But
over the 5th Army front, in bivouacs
and slit trenches, the GI continues
to improvise comfort out of un-
comfortable surroundings.

These surroundings have gener-
ally been mud-caked fields or

wind-swept hﬂl.;ltles The best of
U.S. real estate agents would be
hardpressed to’ dllS(,o‘ver their sell-
ing points, and nut even the Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce
could sell the prevailing weather.
But the American soldier manages.

As everyone lmows, a bunk is
generally better to sieep on than
the ground. The Ciermans, for all
their superman  ideas, also realize
this and when theéy pulled out-in a
hurry from one front-line area,
they carefully burned the canvas
from their collapsible steel cots,
which they apparently considered
‘too bulky o take along.

One Americain company billeted
in-a building found ihe cois and
put them into active service. One
soldier used a rnattress cover, which
he had saved from the Arabs, to
replace the missing canvas; another
found a few yards of fly screening
and a third, who works in a com-
munications section, weve some
tattered German signal wire into a
comfortable and substantial spring.

An improvised cot in a puptent
is not too practical, because it
makes you- brush up against the

(By a ‘Staff Correspondent)

canvas, which promptly destroys
the puptent’s waterproof value and
exposes you to the rains of Italy.

And wrapping up in OD
blankets on the ground -is not al-
ways a good solution. The average
American soldier, being an ener-
getic individual, is likely. to stir up
considerable mud in a good night’s
sleeping and generally wakes up
with his blankets around his neck
and his feet sticking out. As one
soldier put it:.

”Blankets crawl up on me. On
the ground, I roll. In a puptent
I always kick down the poles.
‘Sometimes I wonder how I sleep
at all.”

But the GI mahages to sleep,
through methods he devised him-
self. Cpl. Tommy Pecharo, of Nor-
ristown, Pa., for example, belongs
to a front-line reconnaissance out-
fit and has friends in the engi-
neers.

Without fuss or demonstration,
he folded his blankets lengthwise
and stitched them up on three
sides with white engineering tape.
Pvt. Joe Carney, of Philadelphia,
his next-door neighbor, knows the
cook. He borrowed a burlap potato
sack and some of Pecharo's white
tape, fitfed the blankets into the
butlap: and sewed it all together.

A little more elaborate are the
home surroundings of Pfc. George
Malloy and Pvts. Rooks E. Glyne
and ‘Chester Swan. Malloy comes
from Vermont, Glyne from Cali-
fornia and Swan from New York
and, therefore, there’s no regional
style to their joint masterpiece.
One of them describes it as "mod-
ern dogface.” Members of a combat
engineer battalion, these three
soldiers pooled their shelter halves,
added three more resurrected from
a salvage heap and went to work.

After buttoning two good shelter
halves together, they split two of
the salvaged canvases and sewed
them on as sidewalls. The remain-
ing shelter halves were also but-
toned up and converted into a
suitable tent fly. Poles made of

saplings and rope found in a sal-|;
vage heap complete the tent it-?

self, :

While these men concentrated
on improving the puptent, soldiers
in a tank battalion have turned
their attention to waterproofing

puptents already in existence.
First Lt. Robert Vernon, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, helped concoct a

secret waterproofing solution and
now presents the formula for t;he

‘Eager Beavers’ Find
No Excitement In Air

{By a Staff Correspondent)

AN AIRFIELD IN SICILY—Even
for the AA¥, replete with great
achievements, the story of this
Troop carrler Squadron is on the;
amazing side,

Overseas for nine of its 14
months of existence, its 13 planes
have flown a grand fofal of 10,000
hours for & disiance of more than
1,500,000 air miles, without any-
thing remotely resembling an inci-
dent. , the “Buckeye Belle”
has several patches over the bullet
holes received -in-the Sicilian cam-
paign, and *'Four Treys” has a new
left wheel. Otherwise, the 13 orig-
inal planes are just as they were
when they left home. -

This squadron is the youngest in
its Wing, and has the youngest
squadron commander in . 23-year-
old ‘Major Marcus O. Owens, Jr.,
Lubbock, Tex. Twice, Group Com-
mander Lt. Col Willis W. Mitchell
has called upon Major Owens to
lead . the entire Groug on para-
chute missions in Sicily and in
Italy,

Four times Major Owens has led
his squadron through heavy enemy
gunfire on parachute missions and
brought it home intact.

Day after day the squadron has
flown supplies, equipment and per-
sonnel of innumerable other out-
fits to every corner of the Mediter-
ranean Theater, exemplifying the
nickname of its C-47s of “iruck-
horses of the air” and the squad-
ron’s own nickname—"The  Eager
Beavers.”

On the gto.md this . squadron
looks and acts like almost any
other Air Cm'ps outfit. Its officers
and men gripe uo less, if not more,
than their contemporaries in other
squadrons. Live with this bunch for
[ smgle day and you’'d become con-

(conversatiomlly) that it

is the most abpused, disorganized,
disgruntled, - ill-commanded and
poorly-equipped group in the U.S.
Army. Youll hear that:

Mess Sergeant Vernon Moss, of
Clinton, Yowa, is the world’s worst
who starves the men on a mere six
or seven pancakes per breakiast
and only two pieces of pie two or
three times a week at most; that

First Sergeant Arthur M. "Mike”
Murehead, abetted by Capt. Neal S.
"Commando” Smith, squadron ad-
jutant, plays favorites with  the
squadron duty roster. The com-
munications section men ' insist
Mike favors the engineering sec-
tion; the glider mechanics tell you
he coddles both engineering and
communications, and so on; that

Supply Sgt. Clifford "Ole” Olsen
wouldn’t give you the right size if
his life depended upon it; or that

Tech Supply Sgt. Amos Dow still
doesn't know a propeller from a
screwdriver.

They complain about flying all
the time, but there’s no more un-
happy man in the World than
Capt. Malcolm Sims when his "Big
Nigger” (751 air hours) is out for a
periodic inspection; nor did any
man ever have a more devout hero
worshipper than has Capt. Sims
in T-Sgt. Willlam T. Deming, his
crew chief.

Only a handful of the officers
and men of this squadron came in
contact with airplanes before the
war. Major Owens had been flying

|four years before coming into the

Army; Capt. Jack D, "SI

Jack” kadey, Capt. Willlam I.
"Mama” Marlatt and Major Thom-
as N. "Captain Marvel” Carter,
squadron executive officer, all had
pilot’s ‘licenses in civilian life but
all the other pilots, crew chiefs and

radio men are Arm.y train

first time.

fully removing the wicks,” the
lieutenant said, ’"To this, add one
pint of linseed oil and one pint of
OD paint. When the solution is
well-mixed, add eight quarts of
gasoline and mix again, The result
is good for six puptents. But when
applying the solution,” he warned,
"do it either’ with vertical or
{)\orlilzontal brush strokes, Don’t try
oth.”

For the soldier mow equipped
with a sidewall puptent, thoroughly
waterproofed with candlewax and
furnished with an improvised -cot,
there’s still the problem of central
heating.

Heating devices in use at this
moment are varied and ingenious.
Probably the prize stove is a pup-
tent model made from the brass
casing of a 105 mm. shell, designed
by T-4 Eugene Cafon, of Sturgis,
S. D. Caton, an expert welder, seals
up the open end of the shell case,
plugs a hole in the top to which he
welds a stove pipe made of 'empty
grapefruit juice cans, and then
runs a thin pipe from one end of
the shell case to a small container
of Diesel oil. In a puptent, accord-
ing to Caton, five gallons of Dicsel
oil will last 50 hours, which means
almost a week of comfortable
sleeping.

Other heating units have been
devised of salvaged five-gallon

water and gasoline cans, and one
outfit, at least, has built a large-
bellied stove from half an oil drum.
The farther back you go from the
battlelines, of ecourse, the more
claborate are the inventions, ai-
titbugh one soldier who lives in a
slit trench in range of German

where he can't make improvements
His present slit trench is warmed
by a tin can half filled with dirt,
into which he pours gasoline from
time to time,

Another front-line soldier, the
day after his outfit completed
mopping-up operations on a high
hilltop, made a perfectly satisfac-
tory stove from an empty C ration
can filled with gasoline. Over this
stove, he prepared chocolate fudge
—by melting & D ration chocolate
bar in his canteen cup, adding a
little condensed milk and sugar
cubes from a C ration coffee unit.
The fudge, according to men who
tasted it, was okay.

"Melt eight candles after ocare-|i

artillery hasn’t yet found a place|

 On A Mng And A Prayer

THIS P-38 FLEW almost three hours after receiving a severed eleva-
tor in a mid-air collision with an ME-109 over Austria. Lt. Thomas |
W. Smith (pointing) brought the plane to a safe landing in = *

wheat field adjommg his base.

(AAF Phaoto)

Trip To Base Worse
Than Duel With ME

A 15TH AAF BASE—If you can’t
shoot a Messerschmitt out of the
air with machine gun. bullets, crash
into him,

First Lt. Thomas W. (Dub) Smith
isn’t advising fellow P-38 pilots
to get their victories that way,
but he recently added one ME-109
to his score by npplng off the
enemy’s right wing.

The actual encounter wasn't so
hard, but getting home was, Lt.
Smith related at the end of the
harrowing journey.

Coming off the target over which
he had led a flight on a bomber
escort mission, Lt. Smith spotted
four enemy fighters attacking from
eight o’clock, His flight broke left
and he found himself head-on
with one of the Nazis. Sure that
many of his bullets were striking
home and mot wishing to give the
enemy any advantage, he waited
until the last possible moment be-
fore pulling up.

The right wing, and possibly the
engine, of the ME-109 punched
underneath the P-38’s right engine
and slid along’ the tail boom,
knocking the right engine out ot
commission, damaging flaps and
knocking - them about half way
down, ripping off the coolant
shutter and radiator and tearing
a piece two feet long from the
elevator, shearing .it completely
in two between the booms.

NAZI CRASHED
The ME cartwheeled and went
into a spin, crashing to the ground
and bursting in flames. And Smith
was. a long way from home with a
plane which appeared. to be almost
completely shattered. !

He saw Jerry fighters all around
and decided to bail out before one
of them jumped him. He released
his ecanopy, unfastened the safety
belt and rummaged ‘through his
map case until he found one of
the area he was flying over. Then
he practised grabbing his rip cord
to make sure "there would be no
slip when I bailed out.”

The plane’s good engine had

stgpped smoking, but Smith had

supply lines

to pave the way for the Allied advance along the
Toads te

Cleaning Comes First

AN ARMY GUN CREW rams a cleaning rod down the muzzie ot
its heavy artillery piece to swab it out in preparation for a night
of shelling German pesitions. Hundreds of such guns on the Ital-
ian front have hammered the Nazis from their mountain points,
smashed enemy tanks and equipment and bombarded German

Rome,

-

lost about 10,000 feet in altitude,
and was fallmg at the rate of’'500
feet a minute.

Flying at 12,000 feet, Smith dis-
covered he could hold altitude at
100-110 miles an hour, dropping
only 300 feet every 15 minutes. By
turning into the dead engine, he
lfmmd, the plane would rise slight-
y.

Smith  maneuvered carefully,
frying to maintain sufficient alti-
tude to bail out if necessary. At
intervals, he had to pull the
throttle back to cool his one good
engine. ”During all- this time,”
Smith later reported, "I had to
hold the rudder with. both {feet.
™My right rudder tab had been
severed. My feet and hands were
nearly frozen. The radio was also
irozen, so I was unable to use it.”

INTO BARRAGE

He came out over Fiume into &
heavy barrage of 88 mm. flak. He

‘could hear each burst as he flew

over the port through air so turbu-
lent it nearly turned the P-38
over., Smith dived into a cloud
bank to escape, but the elevator
started vibrating ”so badly I feared
it would rip off.”

Heading down the coast, hie jab-
bed at all the push buttons of his
radio until he finally contacted
the homing station. Getting a re-
ply, the pilot decided to try to
make the base.

His engine quit - when Smith
was only 20 miles from the Ifalian
coast and he decided to land on a
small island. Smralmg down, how-
ever, the engine caught again, ap-
parently having coolecl.

Still hesitant to ‘land because
he had difficulty bringing the nose
up, Smith tried to release his
rudder to see how he could jump.
The ship banked and spiraled to
the right. This would have thrown
him into the path of the elevator,
s0 he made a practice landing in
the air—and finally brought the
plane down in a wheat field.

The P-38-rolled to a stop after
a trip of nearly three hours over
enemy territory. Only a few gallons
of gas were left.

"When I landed,” the Madera,
Calif., pilot said, "I felt like kiss-
ing the good old earth.”

General Takes Post
As Relief For MP

IN ITALY—A brigadier general
who, as a child, apparently wanted
to be a ponceman. is fulfilling - his
early longings by relieving 5th
Army MPs in Italy.

Pvt. Joe McNary, Philadelphia,
was directing traffic at a by-pass
when the general’s jeep rolled up.

"Been here long?” the general
asked.

McNary said not too long.

"Getting a bit tired, though
aren’t you?”

McNary said not too tired.

”Tell you what,” the persistant
general said. "You take a ten-min-
ute break under the tree over there,
Take 15 or 20 minutes and have &
few smokes. I'll direct traffic.”

McNary did.

The general must remain anony=
mous for security reasons.

“

ks
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LOST AND FOUND

e

The only- information this de-
partment has concerning the
‘Bouthern belle pictured this week
is her home address—Ruston, La.
The photo was forwarded to Stars
and Stripes by the enlisted per-
sonnel of a postal unit.

A southerner, Capt.. J. W.
Thalken, must be homesick for

Southern Belle

$panish moss and New Orleans.
¥e is sending out an appeal
any student ef Loyola. Uni
of the South to contact him. If

are an alumnus eof Leyola,
he eaptain would enjoy hearing
from you.

Pfe. D. Osterweil lost his musette
bag on a main road leading to the
front in Italy. Pic. Osterweil states:
*The baz contained a Bible dnd
two piectures that I recently re-
ceived of my dearest mother. Also
mess equipment, toilet articies, two
elips of carbine ammunition and a
few otker incidentals.” .

The Stars and Stripes doesn’t
usually run letters regarding lost
srticles, but Pfc. Osterweil’s case
gleserves a hearing.

Joseph R. Dick is trying to locate |

his nephew, Robert Dick, MoMN
2cl, USNR. The last time word was
received from Robert back in Sep-
tember. Ferhaps you can give Mr.
Dick some information about his
nephew.

Only a few brothers have writ-
ten in this week. Brothers looking
for brothers are: Pfc. Garland H.
Tharp, Jr., Cpl. George W. Tharp;
Pfc. Robert G. Telles, Cpl. Jose F.
Telles; Pvt. Cordi Lee Palmer, Pvt.
L. J. Palmer; and Cpl. G. Oliver,
©pl. John Oliver.

Pvt. George C. Mitchell, Jr,, is
trying to find his cousins, Capt.
Robert C, Plaine and Lt. Lester M.
Plaine.

Friends looking for friends have
been arranged alphabetically to
facilitate finding of names:

Maj. Beauford Alldredge, Pvt.
John E. Breezc; Otis Allyn, Pvt.
John E. Breeze: Pfc. James Crystal,
Pfe. Edward P. Carroll; Pfc
Thomas Daherty, Pfc. James M.
Price; Lt. Larry Devlin, T-5 John
King; Pfc. Fenton, Pfc. Ferris
Zowine; Lt. Mary Belle Foster, Cpl.
Charles E. Rogers; Pvt. Orville
Hall, Pfc. Ferris Zowie; Pfc. James
A. Harn, Pvt. Lawrence J. Schil-
ling; ”Pce-Wee” Harris, Pvt. Frank
Mika; T-5 Dolores R. Harrison,
Cpl. John E. McGrath; Pfc. Marvin
€. Logan, Pfc. Edward F. Carroll;
and Capt. Alver T. Leith, Pfc. John
W. Argo, Jr.

Pvt. Charles Matson, T-Sgt. Clif-
ford Artman; Raymond Mester,
Pvt. Frank Mika; S-Sgt. James
Morabito, Pvt. Tony Gattuso; Pfc.
Louis Noonan. Pfe. Edward F.
Carroll; Pvt. Patsy Pagano, Pvt.
Dominiek Pagano; Floyd Phillips,
Pfc. Cari Wilscn; Pvt. T. Plonski,
Cpl. Joseph Plowsk; Pfe. Earl Ruc,
Jr., Pfe. Jobn J Smith; Put. Vin-
cent Ross, Pvt. Tony Gattuso; Pfc.
Robert Ruft, Pfc. James M. Price.
_ Opi. Ralph Schamburg, Cpl. Dick
L. Warren; Pvi. Eric Seharff, Pvl.

LY [1ast summer, noticed the name of

Hans J. Apfelbaum; CplL Ro'be;f

Swan, Pvi. Lawrence E. Moore;
Ham Utley, Pvi. John E. Breeze;
Bob Wade, T-5 John J, King; Pfc.
Wallace, Pfc. F. Zowine; and Cpl.
Nicholas Babey wants to hear

from hometown friends from Port
Jervis, N.Y.
- Lawrenece C. Cox, Ft. Knox, Ky.,

in reading Sgt. Milton Lehman’s

his friend, Sgt. Donald M. Sterms.
Since the Lehmen story, the War
Department has advised relatives
that Sgt. Storms is missing in
action. Sgt. Storm’s friends would
like to learn, what happened and
if you can supply the information,
Mr. Cox will be grateful. He can be

Of Honor

For gallantry in action Feb. 2,
1943, in the vicinity of Station de
Sened, Tunisia, Cpl. Willis H. Cut-
lip, Diana, West Va., member of
an armored regiment, has received
the Silver Star.

“After abandoning their tank,
which had been hit by an enemy
shell and was burning,” the cita-
tion said, ”Cpl. Cutlip heroically
disregarded his own safety to as-
sist other members of the crew.

”He received severe burns in at-
tempting to remove the burning
clothing of ene mate, then, find-
ing his lieutenant helpless, pulled
the officer across the open, fire-
swept fiéld to a place which offer-
ed some protection and applied a
tourniquet to his severed leg.

"Enemy artillery and small arms
fire were everywhere, but Cpl.
Cutlip refused to retire until
medical aid arrived.”

% W

Cpl. Walter L. Dov?ning, Wal-
tham, Mass., has received the Sol-
dier’s Medal for heroism May 3,
1943, near Tabarka, Tunisia. The
citation follows:

“When four soldiers were caught
in an undertow and were carried
out to sea, Cpl. Downing unhesi-
tatingly plunged into the treacher-
ous waters and towed the four, one
at a time, onto a raft.

"Upon reaching shore, after
performing four hazardous and ex-
hausting rescues, he assisted in
the employinent of artificial res-
piration.”

Flak Strikes Twice
In Marauder Turret

A 12TH AAF BASE—S-Szt. Ber-
nard Tatelman, Washington,
doesn’t want to hear any compari-
sons mm:.gade bg;’viveenhe fla;:: and
lg! , especially when it comes
to their propensities for striking
the same place Lwice.

A top turret gunner in an AAF
B-26 Marauder, Tatelman partiei-
pated in an attack on the marshal-
ling yards at Orte, Italy. Flak

"~ the bottom of

plane, ripped through the seat
cushion Tatelman was using,
through his flak suit and, finally,
through the wallet in his left rear
pocket.

The gunner removed his glove
to make sure ke wasn't bleeding.
*While I had wy glove off,” Tatel-
man related, “another piece of flak

reached through the Post Engineer
Motor Pool, Ft. Knox, Ky. J.wW.

came through the turret and. hit
me in the hand.” )

commander

to North Africa, The Fort is now
States.

Good Ground Work :

CREW CHIEF of the B-17 Flying Fortress “Berlin Sleeper,” the
first heavy bember to complete 100 missions, M-Sgt
Lambert, Sorrento, La., receives the Legion of Merit from his wing
, Brig. Gen, Joseph A. Atkinson, Dalhart, Texas. Put
in eharge of the plane in England, Sgt. Lambert groomed "Berlin
Sleeper” for eight missions in the European theater before coming

. Raymond J.

en & war bond tour of the United
‘(AAF Photo)

the |

frem a plane above,

Stratch

B-26 MARAUDERS return to their 12th AAF base afier a raid

on German communications in Italy. The P-38 in the background
expended its ammunition on enemy fighters and:then, for pro-
tection, tucked itself under the formation of the ”Big-tail Birds,”
oldest medium bomb group in the Mediterra % -theater. Both
the pilot and co-pilot can be seen in the cockpit of the B-26 in
the foreground. The shadow on the bomber in thé middle was cast

"(4AF Photo)

A 15TE AA® BASE—A “lucky
airplane with good engines” and 2

ter old B-26 Marauder life ex-
pectancy tahles. 1

This AAP Marauder with the
horseshoes in its wings is Skeeter,
still giving the enemy its best after
530 hours in the air, a record ex-
ceeded enly by one other plane of
its type in this theater. Skeeter’s
claim to fame, however, rests on
that fact that all its time has been
done on ‘the otiginal 2,000 horse-
power Pratt ana Whitney engines
which it received on the assembly

.|line in the States.

On the chart in the squadron
engineering shaek, the filled-in
squares showing Skeeter’s missions
run off the edge of the board. Its
61 combat trips account for more
than half its total hours. Only two
cf the squares are red (for returns
with meehanical troubles) — less
than most planes with half Skee-
ter’s missions. -

Crew chief T-Sgt. Earl H. Hol-
torf, San Jose, Calif.,, described
Skeeter as “lucky.” But his men
groom Skeeter with care before and
after each mission, finding that
such precaution pays better divi-
dends than mere reliance on
charms. Skeeter’s physical conui-
tion is handled by Sgt. Allen B.
Smith, Eershey, Pa., assislant crew
chief; S-Sgt. Elmer S. Huston,
Rogers, Ohio, radio mechanic; Sgt.
Andrew L. Pang, Marks, Minn,
armorer: and Pvt. Frederick W.
Reiser, Jr. Rahway, N.J., mechanic.

NAMED FOR WIFE

Crew Chief Holtorf was niarried
the day before he left to go over-
seas, Sept. 4, 1942. Last May when
he started to work on a new B-26

|with only 74 hours between the

Glenn L Mart'n factory and its
African airfield, the crew chief
figured the plane was good-looking
enough to call Skeeter, his pet
name for his wife. The Marauder’s
engines he named for his sisters-
in-law—Anne, a Wave, and Ginger,
a studen! nurse

Twice B-26s flying on Skeeter’s
right wing have been shot down
and 11 times the ship has returned
to base riddled. with flak holes. Its
gunners have downed two enemy
fighters.

Skeeter’s worst mauling came in
a tangle with flak over the vital
road junection at Isernia, Italy, on
Oct. 6. An incendiary sheli ripped
a rear wing spar, rudder cables
were  frayed, ground wires to bat-
tery switches in the eockpit were
cut, rudder and tait surfaces were
damaged, the tarret was shot up

and. had (o be changed. To com-

ound crew which is helping that
grxet"mm ‘combining to shat-

Life Expect ancfi‘j"M'eans
Nothing T_o_OId-‘ Skeeter

plete the damage, a flak fragment
tore inte the fuselage on ene side,
goug. ':zhgea?,t;wr. through an enig.,ine
an oil tank. L L
h’l‘he turret gunner was wounded
that day—Skeeier’s first and only
casualty. The plane itself was on
sick eall for 15 gays.

_Skeeter has never had a one-en-
gine flight or a erash lawnding, but
only the alertness of an aerial en-
gineer preventea what might have
been a serious aecident after the
bombing of the viaduet at Antheor,
France, Dee. 23.

Flak had been thiek over An-
theor, but Skeeter appeared intact
and was coming in o the left for
the custcmary three-abreast land-
ing. .

PUNCTURED TIRE

When the wheels were lowered,
the engmeer, S-Sgt. Willlam L.
Jenkins, Springfield, Ohio, noticed
a clean fiak, hele through the right
wheel nacelle door. Pearing that
the wheel was punctured, he ad-
vised the pilot to land singly in-
stead of in formation. On the land-
ing a few minutes later, the bomb-
er’'s flat tire pulled if off to the
right of the runway, not enough
for a single . ship ' crack-up but
enough to have made three-at-a-
time landing dangerous.

Holiorf isn’t sure that Skeeter
will go on flying forever, but so
far the only visible sign of old age
he has spotted is a slight increase
in oil consumption. . - -

”"Engines are ¢ither good or bad.”
he says. ”Skeeter’s are good. She’s
been damned lucky, toe—never got
too much flak in the wrong places.

"I've seen other erews lose ships
one way or: another, but I guess
we’'ve just got one of those planes
you've dreamed about. Only ours
came true.” - .’

Blessed Events

The ARC cable service announces the
following births of sons and daughters to
men in the Mediterranean theater:

Capt. Maynard T. Bwartz, Catherine
Louise, Jan. 14; Lt. James F. Martin,
Robert John, Jan. 7; Lt. Lyle C. Smith,
daughter, Dec. 13; Cpl. Richard Weidner,
daughter, Dec. 22; Lt. John Brady, John
James, Jan. 5; Lt. Frank J Ameruse,
Janice Margaret, Dee. 31.

CM Christian R. Petéers, Nicholas
Robert, Jan. 15; Li. Charles Overfield,
Charles Richard, Jr., Jan. 20; Lt. Solomon
Levy, Joyce Ellem, Dee.. 12; Sgt. Rebert
E. Holdeman, Robert Earl, Jan. 20; S2/C
Edward Hasry Dawis, danghter., Jan. 8;

8-Sgt. Memmcth E. Msawss, ‘daughter,
Jan. 1, < i3
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HOT STOVE LEAGUE: Bobby
Feller still breezes them past the
batters. Feller pitched and man-
‘aged his team %o a 9-0 victory at
8 naval base in the New Hebrides
recently. The Cleyeland Indians’
fireballer also hit in the cleanup
spot . . . Dusty Bogess, the new
National League-umpire appointed
by the loop, 'is making ius fifth
trip to_tire majors. The other four
were ds a player. A number of
seasons hack a Texas League kid
2sked him how to get out of a
batting slump.. Bogess said: "Don’t
ask me. I was in one for 12 years,
then just retired.”

HOCKEY ' NETTINGS: When
Bob Dill, new hockey bad man, re-
ported to the Rangers in New York,
reporters asked -him: “"What  are
you alleged to have done to Referee
Parsons in Buffalo that got - you
suspended?” ”Alleged, nuthin’,”
came back Diil. "X bllsted him on
the head.” In his opening game for
the Rangers he didn’t maim any-
one,” but he handed out plenty of
punishment wiit'h his body checking.

» ’

~ BASKETEALL NETTINGS:

Aurora; Ill., has. a cage téam which
makes  the high-scoring Rhode
Island State five look like ‘slow
pokes, The Comets; a team of 10-
to-12-year-old boys,: playing in a
Y.M.C.A. tournament, drubbed their
. opponents, 106-1. And it was-only
a 20-minute game at that . Lt.
Cab Renick, who : was once ‘All-
American center while a member

of the Oklahoma Aggies basketball:

team, shot a lot of ‘holes in ‘the
atternpt to ‘bar tall men from the
court game when his Norman Navy
Zoomers played the Aggies and

their seven-foot- Bob Kurland .in )

the recent Okinhema Invitational
tournament. Renick ‘stopped ‘Kur-
land and held him to two field
goals as the Zoomers torpedoed the
undefeated Aggies in the tourney.
Renick also iound time to lead the
Zoomers in scoring. He had the
way to stop the big boys when he
said after the game: ’Hell, just
outplay ’em.” ‘? I i
p 2

ANSWERING THE MAIL: Tb
T-4 Henry M. Levenson. Hank
Greenlberg poled 58 Liome runs in
1938 . . . To Sgt. G. Felman. Pana-
ma Al Brown. bheld only the ban-
tamweight title when he lost ¢n a
foul in eight rounds to Johnny
Cuthbert in London, June 15, 1931
. . . To Pvt. D. Rothschild and Pvt.
J. Roark. The 1943 Associated Press
All-American football team is as
follows: left cnd, Joe Parker,

Texas; left tackle,
Notre Dame;

Jim White,
left guard, John
Steber, Georgia Tech; center,
Casmir Myslinski, Army; right
guard, George Brown, Jr., Navy;
right tackle, Pat Preston, Duke;
right end, Ralph Heywood, South-
ern California; quarterback, Bob
QCdell, Pennsylvania; left halfback,
Creighton Milier, - Notre Dame;
right halfback, Otto Graham,

Northwestern; fullback, Bill Daley, |

Michigan,
~ PEOPLE IN SPORTS: Ellsworth
Vines, one of the all-time greats
of' tennis and now a professional
golfer, reached the top of his newly
adopted game this week by winning
his first major golf tournament
against top-flight competition. He
captured the San: Gabriel, Calif.,

pro-amateur best ball tournament,

tying the course record with a
seven-under-par 64.
‘ g 2

ATHLETES IN SERVICE: Capt.
Cully Eckstrom, 1927 intercollegiate
lightweight champion and North-
west amateur champ in 1934 and
1936, has bsen reported missing in
action over Germany. Cully was a
Thunderbolt pilol and had 41 mis-
sicns to his credit . . . Ensign Joe
Burk, who used to be mnational
sculls rowing champ, is skipper of
a PT boat in the South Pacific,

4 Ed

BACKSTRETCH BANTER:
Johnny Adams, the king of the
jockeys, departed from his usual
procedure and came east to
tialean Park to ride. Adams usual-
ly sticks to 'the western tracks, but
they weren’t operating neavily
e€nough for him to get good mounts
. .The latest ccmmunication from
the figure filberts is a note on
Whirlaway. Now everyone knows
that Whirly won more money than
any other horse ever run on the
American tracks, but this guy -has
it figured down to the most exact
numbers. Whirly won 1.39 dollars
for every foot that he ran, and he
ran 404,590 feet. That amounts to
561,161 dollars to keep you from
having to figure it out . . . Eighty-
four three-year-olds have been
nominatec for the Kentucky
Derby, bui probably no more than
15 will start . . . Joe Donohue, in
charge of the tack rcoms at the
New York tracks, cashed over
9,000,000 dollars worth of checks
this past year and not one bounced.
Joe must keep better form charts
on customers than customers do on
the nags.

—Cpl. 8IL1 GILHAM

'‘Playing Dead’ Saved
Tommy Harmon’'s Life

WASHINGTON—"Playing dead”
while floating earthward in his
parachute over China may have
saved his life, 1st Lt. Tommy Har-
mon, former All-Amencan football
player at the University of Michi-

gan, told a press conference this|

week.

Two Japanese flghter pllots
circled around- him after:he jump-
ed - from his :shell-riddled plane
last October mnear Kiukiang, a
Yangtze River - port, he -said.

Asked why the’ enemy .didn’t

" shoot him, the one-time ace of
the Wolvering ‘gridiron ' machine
réplied: "I "don’t  know, because
they ordinarily shoot, parachutists.
I played dead, maybe that was:it.”

Harmon was one- of .a group -of
fighter pilots escorting dive bomb-
ers on the- Kiuking road. This is
his account: "Just.as the bombers
were about to start their dives,
Capt. Bab Schultz of Sandusky,
Ohio, leading the - fighter cover
sang out: 'Six Zeros at six o’clock.’
I took a look around and saw six
more directly behind and yelled
'Six Zeros at nine o’clock.’

WENT FOR ZEROS .

”Schultz and his wingmen went
for the Zeros ahead. I turned into
the six behind me. I busted right
between them. They were fighting
in threes. Three turned toward the
left, two of the others turned to
the right, but their No. 4 man
turned left into my sights.

”I let go with tracers and cut
part of his cockpit away and then
let loose with the cannon and the
whole thing werit and started: for
the ground. I turned back into the
.fight and saw a‘’ Zero climbing to
the right. I came up underneath
and opened at 250 ya.rds tearing a
chunk off his left’ wing close to.the

fuselage. I closed in to 50 yards
and let everything go. The plane
went up like a matchbox.

"Then I heard a ring on my
armor plate from a Jap shell. A
second one- went off under ' the
seat and a third between my legs.
One started a fire in the cockpit.
I tried to put out the flames with
my hands but saw it was im-
possible and. jettisoned my canopy
cover. The suction tore me from
the cockpit.

: HIT. THE SILK

"I didn’t know the altitude so I
pulled the chute almost immedi-
ately—which perhaps was a mis-
take. I was at about 5,000 feet. Two
Jap Zeros started circling.

"My pants legs were -blown off
at the knee. I don’t know whether
they thought I was a Jap or not. I
folded over and played dead. They
circled until I landed in a lake,
then flew over in two or three
passes. Every time I'd duck under
the parachute. If I had swum, they
would have known I was alive.
They never fired.”

Harmon was missing a month
before reaching an American base.
Last April he was lost for six days
in the jungles of Dutch Guiana
before hacking his way to safety.
And to complete the current
record, he became lost between
Greenville, S. C., and Washington,
delaying a press conference four
OIS T

Marty Marion Inducted

FORT JACKSON, S.-C.—Marty
Marion, stringbean shortstop of
the St. Louis Cardinals, has been
accepted for military service after

passing his physical here Monday.

5th Army Boxers Selected
For Allied Ring Tournament

Swihg, Brother, S winy

EUKE APPLING, Chicago White Sox 1943 American League bat-
ting' champion, gets ready to sock a snowball for a homer Come
sleet or shine, he is ent with his favorite ”weapon” at Camp Lee, Va.

(Acme Photo)

Army Medics' Okay Puts
New Life In Ailing Luk:=

By Pvt.

TOM

SHEHAN:

(Yank Correspondent)

Now that he is wearing fatigues,

Pvt. Luke Appling, who led the
American League in batting with
an average of .328 for the 1943 sea-
son, foresees at least ten more years
on the big time after the shooting
is all over. ]
“ Informed that he was 1-A in
Uncle Sam’s heart Luke, 34, a vet-
eran of 13 years of major league
play, and father of two children,
said: ”I thought I was only good
for two more years of baseball, but
after reading what those Army
doctors wrote on my papers. I'm
good for at least ten more, even if
the war lasts longer than I think
it will.”

Luke’s hobby was collecting ail-
ments. That’s why White Sox of-
ficials, who have been listening to
his complamts about his bad
ankles; bad knees and bad eyes for
years, were astonished when he was

accepted for the Army. They al-
ways thought of him as a 4-F, as

the guy whe originated thé saying:
”0Oh, my back! Oh, my broken
back!” - 1

With a lifetime percentage of
312, a very respectable figure for
a shortstop, Appling has failed to
attain .300 only three times during
his 13 seasons in the majors. After
hitting .308 in the six games he
played for the White Sox in 1930,
Luke dropped to .232 in 1931, in-
creased his average to .274 in 1932,
and then never dropped below the
magic .300, until 1942 when he hit
.262.

BEST SPOILER

Because he is the best spoiler in
the league when it comes to fouling
off balls that are in the slot until

the gets the kind of fat pitches he

likes, the White Socker has never
had to alibi his strikeouts by abus-
ing umpires. When they miss one
when he is at the bat, Luke con-
fines himself to a glare.

Without iemperament of any
sort, unless his reluctance to ap-
pear on time for spring condition-
ing can be so construed, Appling is
a popular plaver with his mates.

On one occasion he showed up
for a night game wearing smoked
glasses and announced that his

eyes were bothering him, He said

that he would don a uniform, field
a few grounders under the lights,
and decide whether or not he
would play. He went out to his po-
sition, looked up at the lights,
pocketed ‘his glasses, and that’s the
last anybody heard about that par-
ticular ailment.

Luke’s love of baseball was so
complete that he thought in terms
of the national pastime entirely.
It was the despair of his wife that
he would never take an off-season
job, that on the last day of one
seaston he began talking of the
nex

When she announced a few weeks
before Luke was inducted that she
was going to try to get him to take
a war plant job this Win_ter, Mrs.
Appling pointed out: "Except for
baseball, Luke’s never held a job
longer than two weeks.”

PRONOUNCED FIT

Uncle Sam’s doctors, however,
eliminated any necessity for Ap-
pling’s looking for outside work
when they pronounced him fit and
ready to fight.

Luke came to the White Sox
after playing only part of one sea-
son with the Atlanta Crackers. He
was a sophomore at Oglethorpe
when he began hanging around the
Cracker ball park, earned a berth
with them, and gave up college

Not, however, before "'he dis-
tingushed himself as a halfback
who could think. On one occasion
the signal was called for a play in
which Luke would take the ball
on a pass from center, hand it to
another halfback as the latter went
by, and then carry out the fake by
running in the opposite direction.

The play was a tremendous suc-
cess, except the back forgot to take
the ball from Luke.
team having followed the back who
did not take the pass, Luke set out
for payoff dirt on the run and did
not stop. until he had ‘scored a
touchdown.

”You know,” said Luke in telling
the story to a sports scribe, "that
between the halves my coach
raised hell about missing the sig-
nals. I let him rave and when he
finished I yelled: "What the hell did
you expect me to do with. the thing
ety eabidby T

~

The other

Champ:— Chosen

Iin EBS Bouts
At Bizerta

Sixteen - members of L. Gen
Mark W. Clark’s 5th Army battled
their way into the finals of  the
Allied Boxing Tourney in bouts
beld at the 5th Army Rest Center
in' Italy this week. The 16 men
represent eight classes in both
professional and amateur divisions.

General Clark’s fighters were the
first to go into training for the
championship bouts to be held in
Algiers during the week of Feb.
14-19. - Last December, after. 're-
ceiving the initial directive issued
by Special Service, NATOUSA, the
5th Army chieftain issued an order
which took men who could-.qualify
as boxers out of the front lines
and placed them in the the 5th
Army Rest Camp for training.

The weeks of training were
climaxed Monday night when the
final elimination bouts were held:
Fighters who failed to win, report-
ed back to their units, while the
winners will get in another week
of training. in Ttaly before commg
to Algiers Feb. 7.

Lt. John F. Sulhvan Worcester
Mass., coached the boys in the
sectional tourney and will make
the trip to Algiers with the team.
Also with the boxers will be Sgt.
Frank Book, Chicago, trainer. -

TWO PRO BOUTS

Over in Bizerta, EBS Army and
Navy finalists held their elimin-
ation tourney last Saturday mght
and each placed four men in ‘the
finals in the amateur division.
Only two pro bouts were held, with
Pvt. John Thomas, Philadelphia,
a GI welterweight, copping a close
decision over Arthur Brown, Eng-
land, and Charles Perry. Boston,
an Army middleweight, decisioning
Jack Harris, Detroit, Navy boxer.

In the feature bouts in the ama-
teur class, Gunner Jack Howard,
England, pounded out a deciston
over senior-welterweight H. W.
Boyton, a sailor from Minneapolis,
Minn. Bobby Guess, a Navy middle-
weight from Los Angeles, had little
trouble getting the nod over Cpl.

"| Sam Craig, Waterbury, Conn.

Other  sections including ABS,
PBS, NBS, MBS, AFHQ, Center
District and the 8th Army, are
holding their finals during the
next eight days. All the matches
will ‘be over by next Friday, and
the sectional champs will probably
svart arriving in Algiers next week-
end. The training center opens
officially at Palm Springs Monday,
Feb. 7.

WEIGH-IN FEB. 13 :

In Algiers Monday, the Allied
Boxing Commission held its. third
meeting and set Feb. 13, as the
official, weighing-in day for the
entrants. Feb. 6, was then set as
the final day for sectional .en-
trants to file their list of champions
with- NATOUSA Special Service.

St. Eugene Stadium, Algiers, was
selected . as the site for the cham-
pionship bouts. The -commission
voted to have a canopy built over
the ring so that the fights could.
continue in ‘the event of rain.
Should ‘inclement weather prevail
for the final day’s card, however,
the program will be postponed un-
til the following week.

A final okay was put on Jack
Sharkey, former world’s heavy-
weight champion, to act as chief
referee in the tournament. At the
same time the commission stated
that efforts would be made to
bring. Cpl. Fidel La Barba, former
world’s flyweight champion, to Al-
giers to assist Sharkey in the ring.
La - Barba is at present in the PBS
sector where he is acting as an
official in that section’s elimin-
ation bouts.

The commission also approved
the belated entry of a team of six
men from the British Navy.

Wright Stops Al Brown

PANAMA CITY—Chalky Wright,
131, Los Angeles, former feather-
weight champion, kayoed Baby Al
Brown, 132, Jamaica, British West
Indies, in the sixth round of a
scheduled’ ten-round bout before
10,000 fans. Floored for a nine-
count in the fgourth round, Brown
was counted out when he failed to
answer the bell for the sixth. -
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'ﬁerm&us Yield Below Rome

hands, they learned from German
priscners that Marshal Albert Kes-
selring had been insiruc.ed by
Hitler to stand fast on the Gustav
Line. Notwithstanding, the Nazi
commander had pulled part of
two Panzer: outfits from his
southern wall, and continued heavy
troop movements in the southern
ares indicate further withdrawals
are being made.

The day’s advances on the 5th
Army’s main line were scored by
all three elements—French, Amer-
ican and British.

Fiercest fighting was in the
French and American sectors north
of Cassino. The Americans, con-
tinuing their operations across the
Rapido River, were threading, by
inches,” through mined irrigation
ditches’ under constant, back-
breaking artillery and mortar fire.
They captured some high ground,
but the locale was not specified.
It was announced that the bitter-
est kind of fighting is continuing
in this section.

FRENCH KEEP FACE

The French, to the north of the
American line, kept pace. There,
too, the fighting was the hardest
imaginable in the mountainous
area of the extremely vital Belve-
dere feature. Fanatical counter-at-
tacks were being hurled constantly
at this sector, and while the
French were forced to. yield two
small hilis at the northern end of
the - feature, 'they captured some
new Heights in their advance
southwest of Belvedere. In addi-
tion, they capiurcd about 100
prisoners, who identified the op-
position in this area as the 44th
German Infantry Division.

On the British Garigliano front,
short advances were announced at
one undisclosed point. Otherwise
action -here was confined to patrols
and a continuation of consolida-
tions.

The &th Army, augmented by a
Canadian Corps under Lt. Gen:
H. D. C. Crerer, coniinued its ag-
gressive patrolling and small scale
clashes with the enemy.

The landing on the Anzio-Net-
tuno beachhead, which carried the
war more than 7¢ miles into the
enemy’s rear and, at most, only 35
miles south of Rome, was a superb
organizational feat. In its execu-
tion it was flawless, with every
cog of ‘the machine—naval, ground
and air—meshing perfectly from
the time the invasion task force
was assembled in the port of Naples
until long after the debkarkation
on the beach. No element was
overlooked, ancd each minute de-
tail received ecareful and expert
attention. While the armada was
loading just before sailing time,
a blanket of Allied planes kept
Nazi eyes from the scene, and the
cnly two German reconnaissance
planes that might have seen what
was going on never got home to
tell their stories.

OCPERATICN MASKED

So brilliantly was the operation
masked from start to finish that
it was -not until 7:27 AM Saturday
—five hours after the first Amer-
ican and British troops = went
ashore—that the Germans got the
first inkling of what was happen-
ing to them. g

By that time British Commandos
and American Rangers who eom-
prised ‘the first wave, and the fol-
lowing ‘strong forces of Alied

arms, equipped with every possible’

fighting weapon, had’ firmly en-
trenched themselves on the beach
and were fanning out far and
wide. For the first few hours the
invasion -was bloodless; for the
first few days the opposition was
extremely light and before any
organized" resistance of any Kkind
was met, the Anzio-Nettuno beach
was out of range of all except
the enemy’s longest-range artil-
lery. From the first day on. the
important task ‘of reinforcing and
supplying the-invasion force went
on uninterrupted except for a very
few shells and such stray planes—
cne unconfirmed report said the
enemy had to fly his bombers all
the way from Marseilles—as could
break through the clouds of planes
that hovered constantly over the
operation. -

So tight was this air protection

ClO Aides To Meet

WASHINGTON—Philip Murray,

president of the Congress of Indus-,

trial Organizations, announced this
week that the CIO would send 12
delegates to. the forthcoming .in-
ternational trade union eongress at
London., Mr. Murray will lead the
group.

(Continued from Page 1)

that the only serious damage in-
fiicted by the enemy was the sink-
ing of a lighted, unprotected Brit-
ish hospital ship at dusk one day
during the weekend. -

For days the exact. positions oc-
cupied by the men of Lt. Gen.
Mark W. Clark’s 5th Army was a
military secret. The énemy, ac-
cording to an official observer, had
no idea of how many Allied troops
had hit them or where, and “we're
not going to make it any easier
for them by telling them.”

PLENTY OF RUMORS

There were plenty of unofficial,
and frequently enemy-inspired,
reports which placed the beach-
head as more than 30 miles long
and reaching to the Tiber River
estuary; as having immediately
cut the Appian Way and command-
ed the main Rome-Cassino  high-
way—Highway No. 6—respectively
12 and 24 miles in from the shores;
as having captured Velletri, on the
Appian Way and a scant 18 miles
from Rome. These completely un-

‘| official repor.s- said Rome -could

hear Allied guns shelling Gerinan
positions south of the Eternal City,
which, once more in its long his-
tory, was being “defended” by non-
Italians.

But through all the period of
unofficial reports, official silence
was ‘maintained - and the first
place-name, except for the two
beach poinis, to be released was
that of Littoria, 13 miles east of the
beach and three and a half miles
from the Appian Way at the north-
ern end of the Pontine Marshes.
Southwest of Littoria on ‘Wednes-
day, the Allied forces met and re-
pulsed the first organized resistance
in strength from a battle group out
of the Hermann Goering Panzer
Division which Marshal Albert Kes-
selring had pulled out of the Gus-
tav Line and raced back to meet
the new threat.

A fierce, bitter battle was fought.
When thes battle was over, the
Nazis had left 120 dead on the
field, and the = light-resistance
aspects of the new Allied venture
had definitely come to an enc.
The Yanks and Tommies knew that
irom then on they had a fight
on their hands. ;

Meanwhile, the Allied forces on
the main 5(h Army front were
having far from an easy time of
it. Marshal Kesselring, electing
what military experts called one
of four alternatives open to him,
ordered a general counter-attack
from his Gustav Line. He did this,
experts said, in the hopes of forc-
ing some sort of disruption in the
Allied lines which ‘would permit

him to withdraw to meet ihe
beachhead threat at a time of his
own choosing. His other alierna-
tives were to order a general with-
drawal; to move troops irom north
of Rome; or to pull out some of
his troops.

In time Kesselring did pull ous
some of his iroops, but the main
force drove against the entire 5ily
Army in whai developed inito some
of the fiercest fighting of the Ital-
ian campaigi.

As a result, American forces in
the center of the line were forced
back to the east side of the narrow
Rapido River in ferocious hand-
to-hand fighting, with the Amer-
icans, their ammunition exhaust-
ed, defending themselves only with
their bayonets. By Friday, how-
ever, .the Americans were back
across = the river and had had|
patrois in Cassino itself.

. RECOVER MT. CR2CE
The valiant French, after hold-

'ing steep Mi. Croce on the Amer-

ican’s right through no less than
eight {fanatical assaulls, werc
forced to recire on Tuesday. But
by Friday they were reporied, un-

.oificialiy by BBC, to have regained
‘the height, and, officially, to have

crossed the important Secco river
valley and the Belmon.e-Cassinc
road to support the Amcricans in
their advance north of Cassino.
On the British end of the line,
ketwean Minturno and Casteiforte,
aill manner of German thrusts
were beaten off wilh losses so great
io “the ercmy that one observer
said the dead exceeded even the
Somme fron$ of World War I.
All along this front, toward the
week’s end, enemy motor move-
ments were observed, giving
rise to the question of whether
Kesselring ‘was now changing his
plans_and pulling out northward.
Such withdrawals as he was
making were proving costly—
especially along the coast road from
Formia, through Terracina,
shoriest rouie to the area held
by the new Allied invasion. For
a.ong this sireich his forces had
to run a gauntlet of incessant
bombardment from Allied cruisers

land.

{ to a point about 30 miles south of

the| L

Naval Salvoes Rang Bell
To Tell Nazis Of 'Visit’

By F. R. KENT, JR.
(Stars and Stripes Naval Writer)

ABOARD A U.S. DESTROYER—
Heavy bombardment erupting from
the light haze that veiled the dark,
calm sea off Nettuno was the first
indication the Germans had that
another -powerful amphibious as-
sault was being launched against
them.

From early reports filtering back
after daylight on D-day to the
American Rear Admiral in direct
charge of the Naval operations and
to the British and U.S. Army Gen-
erals conducting the ground fight-
ing, the Jerries were taken com-
pletely by surprise. It was a daring
operation, the sending of thousands
of Americans and British soldiers
and hundreds of craft of all types

Rome in the most ambitious “end
run” attempted to date, and it was
meticulously planned. S

From a United States destroyer,
which had been detailed to give
forward fire support to- troops at-
tacking the southern flank, the
LSTs, LCTs, L.CIs and transports
showed up -as vague grey shapes
only a little more solid than the
light mist. When tae Captain, born
inn Independence, Iowa, and a mem-
ber of the. United States Naval
Academy Class of 1932 shouted:
"How much water have we?” and
a seaman called back, “Fiftgen
fathoms,” you had to repress a de-
sire to shush them, so silently were
the ships moving.

HEAVY EXPLOSIONS

Now and then there were heavy
explosions shoreward and ocea-
sionally tracer shells could be seen
lobbing out into the sea, bui there
was little else. Up in the fire di-
rection tower, R. S. Hornbrook, FC
3-¢, Los Angeles, Calif., D, E.
Woods, FC 3-c¢, Clarksville, West
Va., W. B. Kaczorek, FCR 1-c,
Cleveland, Ohio, B. S. Kall, FCR
2-c¢, Springfield Garden, L. I., A.
McCabe, Jr., FC 3-c. Phii J:l-

phia and C. E. Kopp, FC 2-c, Je-
romesville, Ohio, passed the tense
moments in musical improvisations.
From the barbette immediately be- |
neath them the chief instruments’

of the orchestra appeared to be a
helmet beaten like a tom-tom with
the hands, several pairs of service
shoes also beating time, and possi-
bly, a baseball bat.

Daylight revealed an apparently
peaceful coast, and only the. infre-
quent heavy explosions inland and
some clouds of smoke gave evidence
of the fighting in progress. This
did not last very long, however.
The;e came a call to the destroyer
to fire on a shore target, and she
swung into position. . There were w
_few ranging salvoes from her five-
inch guns and then she settled
down to work. )

Presently word came back from
the spotting party that the target
had received 15 direct hits and had
been demolished. ; .

SEA VETERAN

This destroyer had been at Sa-
lerno, and officers and men remem-
bered the German bombers which
had come out of the hills there.
They kept close watch en the clear
sky, and a few minutes: after shore
bombardment had ceased, two Ger-
man fighter - bombers . streaked
along the beach. Their bombs
raised clouds of dust and-smoke as
they raced through bursts of anti-
aircraft fire and a third bomber
was reported to ‘have beén seen
limping away with smoke trailing
from its engines.. 5oA @ ¢

That was the start:of a busy day.
A mine exploded onia course which
the ship had traversed twice.
Shortly thereafter, twé $ailors were
brought aboard: ' One “had been
picked up, badly :wéunded, and
transferred to the  ship - for ‘better
inedical attention. =j ¢

The other had. been: picked up by

one of the destroyer's: own boats.
He was pronounced dead by Lt. (j.g)
Louis A. Lazar, Ellenville, N. Y.,
the ship)s medical -officer. ‘'The
other man died shortly after ar-
riving on board. i -
As dusk fell on :D-day the con-
sensus on shipboard was that the
Allies had won the first round in
a daring and difficult operation,
perfectly executed.

destroyers lging olf the shore
All in all, Kesselting .seemed
faced with a poser. His nine or so
divisions on the Gustave Line faced
entrapment; his 25 or so divisions
reporied stationed from Rome
north didn’t know just where to go
to meet the Allies in greatest force.
His decisions seemed complicated
by the fact that the Allies had
praciically knocked him out of the
skies, figuraiively blinding him.

Russians Clear Belf

rod.,The Baltic fleet joined in the
operations with General Govorov’s
units, and steadily the Red. Army
broke through the maze of steel

and concrete. fortifications the
Germans had constructed.
One by one, the Nazi strong

points fell, and one by one the 11
rail. lines : which -connect Lenin-
'grad with the. rest of Russia were
opened for distances - up to . 40
miles. o

‘'On Thursday night, the 3,000,000
citizens of Leningrad, shelled by
German heavy guns for a _w'_ﬁme
year after the Russians had re-
taken the fortress —ef  Schluesse-
burg and announced the lifting of
‘the two-year siege ‘on'Jan. 18,1943,
took heart from’' General Govorov's
Order of the Day.

“Tweive days of tense and stub-
born -battling,” - he said, ”has re-
sulied in the complete raising of

the blockade  of Leningrad.”
Twenty-four “hours * later, on
Friday, Red Army, ‘spearheads

were fanning out west and south-
west of Tosno, the key-rail junc-
tion 15 miles southeast of Lenin-
grad, which was captured Thurs-
day night. They had occupied more
than 40 localities, including the
important . railway : junction ' of
Volosovo, 40 miles southeast of
Leningrad and the same distance
from the Estonian border.:

late Friday afternoon, a Reu-
ter’s correspondent in Moscow re-
ported the Russians were 40 miles
from Narva on the Estonian bor-
der, and 28 miles from Luga, key
to the entire railway network south
of Leningrad. . . .

_ Soviets also were smashing at
'the Germans from ‘Gachina, which
fell on Wednesday," giving ~the
Russians possession ~ of a city
~wHich is the 'junction'of five raii-
roads and eight first-class high-

ways—one of the most important

" (Continued trom Page 1/

supply centers for the German
army on the Leningrad front.

' Nazi engineers had transformed
Gachina into a veritable fortress,
the wide system of defenses in-
cluding the natural water barriers
of Lake Beloe and the Izsora
River, numerous armored block-
houses, wire entanglements and
mine fields. But Russian courage
upset. Teulonic calculation, and
Red Army units inundated the de-
fenders in two days.

The German right flank on the
northern front was being driven
back west of Novgorod Friday, and
the triple thrust of the Russians
placed the hulk of the Nazi army
—an estimated 25 divisions—in a
perilous position.

*With General Govorov's forces
due west of the Germans and the
troops of General Meretskov due
souih, the enemy had a chance to
withdraw along only one railroad
leading from the remnants of the
siege works south of Leningrad.
A% the same time, the Germans
had to find reserves to patch up
th: Russian breakthrough at Volo- |
sovo to sitop a Soviet advance into
Estonia.

_1v

Apparently, the Nazis had elect-
ed to make a fight for Volosovo,
for on Thursday alone Moscow
claimed 3,000 Germans were killed
in that sector, adding that the
enemy finally had retreated in dis-
order, abandoning large quantities
of arms and ammunition.

Below the Kiev breakthrough,
there was still little news of the
Russian offensive aimed at cutting
off whatever German troops re-
mained in the Dnhieper bend.

The Russians reported Nazi
counter-attacks continuing east of
Vinnitsa and north of Kristinovka,
and said they were being repelled
with heavy losses in manpower
and equipment to the Germans.

AERIAL VICTORY

{Continued jfrom Page 1)

‘ing FW-190s on the deck nearly all

99th engaged the -Jerries twice,
once in the morning and the sec-
ond time in the afternoon. First
14 Willie Ashley, Jr., Sumpter, S.
G, and 1st Lt. Leon C. Roberts,
Pritchard, Ala., both reported chas-

the way to Rome before their
short-ranged bursts plowed them
into the ground.

The 99th has been together since
its formation in 1941 at Tuskeegee,
Ala. It first saw action last June
in the aerial assault on Pantelleria
and next at Lampedusa. Later it
moved to Sicily and then to Italy.
Until recently it has been support-
ing the 8th Army. Most of its pi-
lots are college men. and many of
its ground men have had previous
civilian training in flying or me-
chanics.

Five FW-190s and two ME-109s
were bagged by another- P-40
squadron, the Red Guerrillas, who
won their name when fighting in
Tunisia under the command of Lt.
Col. Philip Cochran.

With yesterday’s weather better
than it bas been all week, B-17
Flying Fortresses and B-24 Liber-
ators of the 15th AAF attacked
three important fields—Salon, near
Marseilles; Monipellier, 75 miles to
the west. and Istres le Tube, also
near Marseilles More than 25
enemy fighters attacked the bomb-
ers and their P-38 escorts at Salon,
and i8 of them cashed in for keeps.

B-26 Marauders had a field day
attacking communications north of
Rome. With no fighter opposition
at all, they banged Terni, Orte and
Ceprano while B-25 Mitchells
slugged rail junctions and high-
ways at Colleferro, ahead of the
5th Army, and Velletri, 15 miles
inland from Anzio. One Mitchell
formation saw a group of German
fighters in the distance, minding its
own business. The Germans, evi-
dently bent on getting to the in-
vasion sector, refused to' engage
the bombers.

Light bombers and fighter-
bombers continued eifectively wnat
they hac been doing all week,
pounding supply lines and gun po-
sitions near the beachhead and
ahead of the 5tir Army front.

Bad weather kept heavies
grounded for most of the week,
although they did smash rail yards
at Skopolje, Yugoslavia. They also
found a new Bulgarian target,

breaking in half the railway yards
al Vrattsa, near Sofia.

AFL" Asks™ Adherence
To No- Strike Pledge

MIAMI, Fla. — The American
Federation of Iabor's executive
council warned its 6,500,000 mem-
bers this week that ttemendous.im-
pending military developments
made it' imperative to wmaintain
the federation’s no-sirike pledge to
President Roosevelt.

William Green. president of the
AF. of L, said at the council’s an-.
nual meeting here that nothing
could justify loca: work stoppages
at this critical stage, no matter
how great the unions’ grievances
or how provocative the situation.

Meanwhile the unaverick of or-
ganized labor, John L. Lewis, warn-
ed the council that unless it acted
soon on his application to reaffili-
ate his United Mine Workers with
the AF. of L., he would withdraw
his bid.

RAPIDO CROSSING

(Continued jrom Page 1)

the wounded: on ‘- homéemade
stretchers - of - shelter halves or
blankets, but mostly carrying them
on their baeks. Pfec. Beasal T. (Call
me ’Tulip’) Marchbanks, Snyder,
Texas, carried one. wounded . man
300 yards to an aid station. Pfc.
Randall Dean, 2 medic from Elk-
ton, Va. was busy treating a
wounded soldier when anpther shell
landed close by and some more
shrapnel hit the already-wounded
doughfoot.: % ¢

There were some new replace-
ments who had never been under
shellfire before. .One private with
a very young, intense face, blurted
out how he had been completely
terrified and just broke down and
cried. "I don’t know what hap-
pened,” he said, “but it ~won’t
happen again.” .

”I guess my first sergeant was
one of the last guys to leave,” said
Pfc. Nicholas "Carapelli, Milville,
N. J. ”He had been wounded twice
but refused to be evacuated. When
he was finally ordered to leave, he
insisted on walking acress the
broken, heavily-shelled footbridge
all by himself.” s =

“Maybe we lost this round,” said
S-Sgt.. Walter Carr, Vienna, Ga,
”but there are some more rounds
coming up soom.”
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Nazis In Rome lJittery
Over Approach Of 5th

(By o Staff Correspondent)

WITH THE 5TH ARMY AM-
PHIBIOUS FORCES—A bhad case
of jitters is affecting the German
troops stationed in Rome, according
to Italian civilians who slipped out
of the city and are now safely be-
hind Allied front lines south of
the capital. News of the sudden
landings on the beaches 25 miles
south of Rome swept through the
Eternal City like a whirlwind, they
reported.

To counterr the eclation of the
civilians, the Germans have drawn
a cordon of guards around the city
to prevent anyone from entering
or leaving and have also stiffened
their curtew and blackout restric-
tions. In the words of Riccardo
Gatti, a Nettuno wine merchant,
who came home yesterday:

"Now if an Italian even looks a
Gerrgan in the face, he gets slap-

Gatti went on to say that resist-
ance forces in Rome composed of
civilians and former soldiers con-
tinued to snipe at Germans at
every opportunity. Although the
Germans have lirelessly hunted out
civilian firearms, placing heavy
sentences on anyone found with
them, the resistance groups still
have managed to hide away many
weapons and are Kkeeping themr
ready for the right. moment.

LEFT EXCITEMENT

Amerigo ' Proczceini, a  16-year
old engineering student at the
Leonardo da Vinci School in Rome,
narrowly escaped German guards
on his way out oi town yesterday.
When he heard that the Allies
had landed, he decided to get away
from Rome in the excitement and
return to his psrents who live in
a small town in the beachhead
area.

He hitched a ride to the south-
ern suburbs of Rome, Amerigo told
me today. ”Then,” he said, "I saw
the Germans coming toward me,
and I made a run ior the bushes
and waiked in the rest of the way,
not staying near the main roads.”

Food stocks in Rome have been
steadily depleted in recent months,
Riccardo Gatti reported. Pasto is
now being sationed monthly 2¢ two

kilograms per persan, and most ol

it is black. Grain is extremely
scarce, he said, as the Germans
have appropriated most of it for
tneir own use. A few months ago,
many civilians lving south of
Rome wenj into the ¢ity to obtain
food, but now the trend has been
reversed.

ROME WATER UNCERTAIN

Electric liglits in Rome have’con-
tinued to function, he szid, but the
water supply has beeti intermittent.
A recent bombing ¢i the Ciampino
airdrome sector cut off the water
for several days and after another
bombing, the fuel gas lines went
out and since then there has been
no gas.

Under strict German control, the
streets are open to pedestrians
from 6 AM to 7 PM, the curfew
hour. Street cars are reportedly
still running daily until 5 PM.

Movies and the opera were open
last week, although movie houses
have been restricied to one per-
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formance daily belween 3 and 5
o’clock. Aida is being performed
this week at the Teatro del Opera,
the civilians reported. But Lido di
Roma, Rome’s famed bathing re-
sort at the mouth of the Tiber, has
been closed during the past four
months and the residents all moved
several miles inland.

Around the Vatican City, the
Germans this week strengthened
their armed guard. Soldiers armed
with rifles, pistols, machine guns,
knives and hand grenades are
posted every 30 feet around the
Vatican walls, according to Gatti.
While the public has free access to
St. Peter’s in the Vatican, he said,
the German soldier is not per-
mitted inside. High German staff
officers, however, have entered the

Two-Thirds Of Army
To Be Abroad In 44

WASHINGTON — Two-thirds of
the American Army will be over-
seas by the end of 1944, Secretary
of War Henry L. Stimson declared
this week,

Mr. Stimson revealed plans for
closing a numper of Army camps
in the United States during the
next few months and the transfer
to combatant units of a substantial
proportion of soldiers now assign-
ed to administrative duties.

‘The overseas expansion program
will double the number of forces
abroad. By the end of 1943, only
about one third of the American
Army had been sent to overseas
stations, Mr. Stimson revealed.

From Chicago, Selective Serviee
notified 700,000 farm workers de-
ferred from military service that
their individual production does
not add cubstanfially to the na-
tion’s food supply and that, there-
fore, their deferments might be

ancient church.

canceled,

to know that the nation is over-
whelmingle in  faver' of | making
every effori to facilitate their par-
ticipation in the affairs of the

nation they defend.”

However, the Herald Tribune
chided the President’s ”stand-up-
and-be-counted” plea as hardly
promoting unity between the ex-
ecutive and legislative branches.

POST APPROVES

The Washington Post observed
that ”the President has cut through
the welter of proposal and counter-
proposal on the soldier-vote issue
with a forthright appeal to Con-
gress to pass the Lucas-Green-
“Worley measure” and called the
President’s argument. in favor of
a Federal ballot “overwhelming.”

The most outspoken criticism
came from the Denver Post, which
declared that the Presideni’s charge
ol "fraud” can be appiied to the
Green-Lucas bill which he ap-
proved because under the laws of
many states the Federal ballot,
the Post said, could not

-
——

The wisdom of Republican strat-
egy was questioned by the St. Louis
Post-Dispateh, which said: "Is it
smart politics in a Presidential year,
to say ncthing of common garden
statesmanship, tor Republicans, in-

cluding Mr. Taltl, a.pgssible Presi-|

dential candidatg,.:t0” sneer and
scoff at the proposal.to let service
men vote? Throughout the country
is heard a rising démand that men
who are risking theit lives for the
nation must be given the opportun-
ity to choose its-leadérs for the
next four years ¢ demand can-
not be booeds ughed off or
sneered off.” : -

The San En (’SCO Chronicle not

only agreéd n the President that
the bill’ passed, by, the Senzte 15 a
"fraud” but went on to say that
every other soldier-vote proposal is
a "fraud.

MOTIVE CHARGED

”The motive is to get the votes of
soldiers who do vote in accordance
with absentee voting laws of their
states and to get the votes of fami-
lies and friends of the soldiers by
’standing up’ for rights of soldiers
that depend entirely on the voting
laws of their respective states,” the
Chronicle said,

The-Chicago Daily News asserted
that advocates of either policy are
not approaching the problem in a
sincere or practical manner. The
editorial added: "Doctrinaire crack-
pots and Nervous Nellies fear that
the President could herd the sol-

diers to the polls. What an insult to

Congressional Debafe

(Continved from Page 1)

the defenders of the nation! As any
one knows who ever shared a bit
of soldier or sailor psychology, the
one sure way to procure votes
against a party or candidate would
be for the impression to be created
that brass hats preferred the can-
didate or ticket.”

The Chicago Sun, which pub-
lished two editorials on the subject,
maintained that the President ex-
pressed the thoughts not only of
soldiers who have been sitting in
the galleries listening to debates
but of their relatives and their
friends.

The New York Sun took the mes-
%e as indicating the President
seek a fourth term. The Sun
reminded Republican members of
Congress that “all things are f#ir
in love and war and, by extension,
in love of office.”

STRONG LANGUAGE

Much stronger lang
on the floor of the
Taft, who spearheade
sition, assailed the
many angles. He saf

plot” to march Ini
men to polls dall over the world. He
compared the Federal ballot pro-
posal to the WPA.

Sen. Lucas, co-sponsor of the bill
the President endorsed,’ asserted
the President’s message was ad-
dressed not only to members of”
Congress but also ”to those mil-
lions of mothers and fathers whose
sons are in the armed forces.”

Sen. Lucas said: ”These people
are demanding of the Congress
that no obstacles or politics ob-
struct the opportunity of our armed
forces in casting their ballots.”

Amendment Proposed
To Green-Lucas Bill

WASHINGTON — An amend-
ment to the Green-Lucas proposal
was introduced in the Senate
which would disqualify any Presi-
dent who is a candidate for re-
election from administering the
soldier-vote law. The amendinent,
offered by Sen. Rufus C. Holman
(R., Ore.), provides for the Presi-
dent’s immediate predecessor o be
the administrator.

If the proposed bill were passed
with the amendment and Presi-
dent Roosevelt nominated by the
Dernocrats as a candidate for a
fourth term, former Republican
President Herbert Hoover would ad-
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It Happemned Af Home
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Bells and Bombers . . .

For a month now a 1,700 1b. bronze bell has been tolling out the
note of victory at the completion of each new bomber in the Wichita
plant of the Boeing Company. The bombing bell was fitted to loud-
speakers and everyone in the plant knew and ieit happy when the
bell. pealed out. But Army security officers heard, amf worried, and
decided that a spy could easily figure out the production rate of the
plant by just standing outside and listening in. They finally came in
and chastised the company. It turned out that Lt. Gen. William Knud-
sen, Army director of war production, had suggested the Boeing bell.
It would take a four-star order to override General Knudsen’s in-
spiration, but Boeing compromised anyway. The loudspeaker was dis-
connected. Now the bell tolls too softly for outside ears to catch.

.|After the War . . .

The CIO last week urged immediate establishment of Federal ma-
chinery to guide the nation from wartime to peacetime economy . . .
An acute shortage of young civil engineers in the postwar period was
forecast by Dean George F. Bateman of the Cooper Union School of
Engineering . . . The Swiss Office of Transportation in New York re-
vealed that Switzerland is planning to run a non-stop airline from the
Swiss Alps to New York in 18 hours. The Swiss compiled a great record
In prewar transport and plan to enlarge after the war to multiply their
tourist trade and give their landlocked industry foreign markets . . .
State governments are estimated to have more than a billion dollars
available for postwar projects . . . Mayor J. Woodall Rodgers of Dallas,
‘Texas, envisions a postwar stadium which would seat 100,000 persons
and make that city the nation’s football center ., . . Committees named
by Judge K. M. Landis will meet soon in Chicago to discuss postwar
plans for big-league baseball. 1

From Broadway to Hollywood . . .

After spurning Hollywood ofiers of as much as 250,000 dollars to
make one picture, Arturo Toscanini, the conductor, has appeared in a
film. It was made for the government. The picture is Verdi's "Hymn
Hate,” produced by the OWI . . . Pfc. Freddie Bartholomew, former
child actor in the movies, got a medical discharge from the army be-
cause of an old back injury. He had been a student mechanic at the
Amarillo, Texas, Army Air Field . . . Emil Ludwig, biographer, has
signed with a publisher to go to Germany after the war ends and col-
lect material for & biography to be titled, ”The Adolf Hitler Case.”
In 1930 Hitler wrote a ”biography” of Ludwig and turned it over te
the Gestapo . . . Downbeat Magazine, band trade paper, crowned Lind-
ley "Spike” Jones and Bob Burns as "Kings of Corn” . . . Hollywood
gave "Oscars” for the best Negro periormances in 1943. Florence
O’Brien won top honors for a bit in "Stormy Weather,” passing Lena
Horne, Ethel Waters, for ”Cabin in the Sky,” was second, just ahead
of Cab Calloway in ”Stormy Weather” . . . Music publishers listed the
15 top music sellers for 1943. They include: ”Army Air Corps,” "As
Time Goes By,” ”Coming in On a Wing and a Prayer,” ”I Heard You
Cried Last Night,” ”For Me and My Gal,” ”"Paper Doll,” "Pistol Packin’
Mama,” "The Star Spangled Banner,” and “Sunday, Monday or Al-
ways.” . . . Dorothy Lamour hit back at the female union delegate in
Cleveland who said the sarong girl’s appearance in war plants resulted
in a loss of production because men workers stopped to gaze at her,

"Whether she likes it or not, the next time Secretary Morgenthau
© | ASKs me L0 go on a bond-selling 10O & going said Miss Lamour.
California Cockle-Doodle-Doo . . .

Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles has vetoed a new city
ordinance which would forbid anyone to keep a rooster within the city .
limits, but the tempest in a teapot threatens to boil over again at any
moment. The council said roosters were a nuisance because of their
loud crowing. The indignant mayor said the law would prevent people
from raising chickens in their backyards; and, anyway, that a little
crowing wouldn’t hurt anyone. The last remark infuriated Counc’iman
Harold Harby, who jumped up and shouted: ”The Mayor doesn’t know
a chicken from a hole in the ground. I’ve got a rooster near me thai
could wake up Rip Van Winkle in ten seconds at 100 feet.” Council-
man Vernon Rasmussen then stood up and maintained that roosters
haven't got a thing to do with a hen’s production of eggs. The Mayor
said he knew this, but he vetoed the ordinance, and, temporarily, at
least, the roosters are still roosting.

Main Street . . .

. The right of a woman to quit five minutes earlier than her male
co-worker in order ”to powder her nose” has been upheld by the De-
troit Regional Labor Board in the case of the 7,008 female employees
of the Packard Motor Company. The company had sought to make the
women stay on the job until the exact quitting time . .. A foot clinic
has opened in Washington, D. C., for service men with sore fqet e
A submarine which was built in 1898 and launched in a mountain lake
9,000 feet above sea level has been located and partly raised. It was
found near Central City, Colo., once a famous mining town. Sheriff
Oscar Williams, of Gilpin County, said that he remembered the build-
ing and launching of the 20-foot vessel. Two carpenters, he said, built
it in secret in the rear of the Eclipse Livery Stable in Central City.
One of the men, named Owens, designed the sub and planned to be in
it when it was launched but was persuaded by his friends to stay out.
Williams said that the sub was put into the water after being Welghtgd
with rocks. ”I guess they got too much ballast in her,” Sheriff Wil-
liams said. ”She sank with a splash and never came up.” ... Deep in
the heart of Cookson Hills, the town of Sallisaw, Okla., is hoiling over
at a comic strip badman. Sallisaw is the birthplace of Charles "Pretty
Boy” Floyd, one-time Public Enemy No. 1. The funnies’ badman is
"Flattop,” killer-for-hire currently appearing in “Dick Tracy” and de-
scribed by artist Chester Gould as a native of Cookson Hills. The city
commission and the Lions Club have joined in a resolution criticizing

the artist, declaring ”Flattop” is an insult to their community.

By MILT CANI

SURE GLAD YOU'RE
GOIN' OUT WITH US
TONIGHT, MISS LACE!
THEM DOGFACES cUT |3
INON US WHEN WE'RE
AT SEA... :

”

_—

Y FOOF! 1 LIKE
ALL YOU FIGHTING
BUYS.

WITH PACKAGE

;

ilton Caniff. distributed by Camp N
S P

” COME SOLDIER

\\, WHEN YOU BLUE

minister the service balloting set-
....IT'S FROM

up.
THE SIGNAL §

CORP5 GENERALS
I HAD TO TURN
DOWN FOR A DATE

JUMPER JOES
TIED UFP...

WHY— IT's A GARTER...MADE
OF LITTLE SIGNAL FLAGS/!
DOES IT SPELL OUT SOMETHING?

YEAH! IT SAYS,
N OUT OF
BOUNDSs,
ADMIRALY
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