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" By Lois Zimmer Craig

On Dec. 20, 1871 the following ac-
count appeared in THE
NEWCOMERSTOWN VISITOR:

“GONE DOWN — Last Wednes-
day was an eventful day. In the mor-
ning a canal boat loaded with ore for
Massillon sank on the short level
near Trenton (today it’s called
Tuscarawas) and on the same day a
candy peddler met with con-
siderable loss at Lock No. 17. He left
his team standing on the towing path
in front of Mr. Kinsey’s grocery and
went in to sell Kinsey a bill of goods,
Imagine his surprise when he came
out to get the goods at finding his
team and wagon in the middle of the
‘raging canawl’ in about 6 feet of
water. The horse was unhitched and
swam out and the wagon was pulled
out with the aid of a rope. The candy
was gone down.
“And on the same day our friend
D.B. Moore and J.D. Latighead who
were driving a three-year-old colt,
came very near meeting with a
serious accident at the race near the

woolen factory of Mr. James Pilling
of Newcomerstown. The -colt
became frightened at the water and
began to shy off and ran off the side
of the narrow bridge across the race,
taking ‘wagon, drivers and all, The
wagon was considerably broken, but
no other damage was done. Why
don't the authorities see to having
side railing on all bridges?”

Now, more than 100 years later, it
is difficult to imagine just how the
area east of the town where James
Pilling operated both a woolen fac-
tory and a sawmill really looked.
Just a few days ago a bulldozer
obliterated the last vestiges of the
millpond which once extended north
of the State Road. The area which
ploneers jokingly called lle
is now marked by the house built by
Pilling, by the office of Dr. David
Booth and by Riverside Manor Nurs-
ing and Care Center.

All that i left of the millrace is the
depression on the south side of East
State St.. facing the driveway of

Riverside Manor. A similar depres-
sion on the north side of the sireet
was visible until a few years age¢
when construction of the card
center’s driveway resulted in
straightening the creek — identified
on early maps as Bee Tree Gut —
and filling the adjoining area.

When James Pilling brought his
family to Ohio in 1841, a crude
sawmill already was in existence
down pear the river on the land he

help of a horse-drawn 8C00p B00n
strengthened the banks of the creek

The view from the bridge

Newcomerstown’s early en-

| trepreneurs. First encountered by
‘most of us in our high school

economics classes, that word is one
of today’s TV newscasters’ favorites
when they refer to captains of in-
dustry.

Born in 1803 at Rawtenstall, Lan-

cashire, England, Pilling began
work as a boy in a woolen mill, atten--

ding night school for his education:
He and his roommate named Hamer'
worked their way to the US, on a
sailing ship when he was 18. Withina
few years he was operating the Ami-
ty Woolen Mill at Redstone, Pa.,
where he met and married Sarah

and created a millrace, Water not'  Cunard

needed to turn the machinery was
diverted to the ‘borrow pit” which
soon came to be called the millpond.
A narrow bridge of planks carried
the State Road over the millrace and
another bridge crossed the stream
carrying the overflow from the

James Pilling was truly one of

,

Someﬁmebeforelﬁlohe walked to

'Stenbenville, where he bought the
farm east of Newcomerstown at a_

receiver’s sale and by the time he
and Sallie came to Ohio they had
four little girls — Anne, who became
Mrs. Conrad Stotker of Port
Washington; Rebecca (Mrs. Frank
Little) of Birmingham; Ellen (Mrs.
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George Graham) and Sabrina (Mrs.
George Reneker) the latter two of
Dennison.

The couple lost three infants after
their arrival in Ohio, but in 1847 a
daughter, Maria, survived. She
became Mrs. David B. Moore and
eventually, my grandmaother.

In 1845 Thomas Benton, whose
wife Rebecca was Sallie Pilling’s
sister, brought his family to
Newcomerstown and went into part-
nership with Pilling operation of the
woolen factory which he had built on
the bank above the river. And when
the Pillings finally had a son born in
1850 he was named Benton Pilling.

Both the sawmill and the woolen
factory were prosperous enterprises
for many years. The sawmill far
pre-dated a circular saw, but work-
ed instead with a straight blade
which swished up and down through
logs, many of which had'been cut by
early settlers farther up the river in
exchange for whiskey, and floated
down the stream. Lumber for many
of the town’s early houses was pro-
duced there and a story handed
down in our family concerns the
housewarming, sometime around
1860 when Pilling’s own new house
was completed. It was in the dead of
winter and all the windows in the
house were tightly closed against the
cold. Friends from town had brought
along the band. The party no doubt
was rowdy, the band played loudly,
and the next day a number of crack-
ed windows were discovered, ap-
parently shattered by the noise.

Just when the sawmill ceased
operation is not known, but thereis a
definite date for that of the waoolen
factory — May 11, 1879. Thig is an ex-
cerpt of the newspaper account

has changed

westbound local of the P.C.& St.]
Railroad neared Newcomerstow
the train was cut into three divisior
with the object of making a rumnin
switch at the beginning of the lor
side-track between the cemeter
and the residence of Mr. Kenyon ju
east of town, when “old Jimmy
Pilling — as he is familiary known -
was as nsual walking on the trag
from his residence to this plac
Stepped out of the way of the fir|
and second divisions, allowing the;
to pass; then being somewhat def
cient in hearing and not knowin
that another section was coming, i
again stepped to the track, and th
calls of the brakeman being of n
avail, was struck by the moving car
and hurled from the track, cutting
fearful gash in his head, and fractu
ing the skull.

He was hurriedly placed in a ca
and brought to the Commercis
Hotel where his wounds were dres!
ed by Dr. Beers, after which he w4
removed to his residence. His i
juries were pronounced to be of
dangerous, character, and afte
lingering until about 11 o’clock o
Sunday, death released him fror
the extreme suffering he ha
undergone, although the ol
gentleman was apparently w
conscious of what was going o
around him from the time of the at
cident.” -

In 1880 my grandparents, David E
and Maria Pilling Moore, who ha
operated the Lone Star Hotel i
Newcomerstown on the site of th
present Huntington Bank building
bought the farm and moved to th
Pilling home. Eventually th
building housing the woolen factor
was moved across the road to
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Lois Zimmer By-Line To Leave
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nhandling Takes On
rn Touch These Days

By Lois Zimmer

N, assistant cashier of the First National bank|

comerstown, is still a little puzzled over .his en-
with what he considers the latest thing in pan-
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Ranks of Repository ‘Regulars’

Feature Writer Leaves Job
To Become Bride of
Cambridge Doctor

LSEWHERE in this newspaper

you'll find articles carrying

a by-line which has become fa-

miliar to tens of thousands of Re-

pository readers: “By LOIS ZIM-
MER.”

But with this issue, Miss Zim-

mer’s byline will disappear from|

the ranks of the “regplars.” For
she is resigning from The Re-
pository editorial staff to become
the bride of Dr. C. A, Craig, Cam-
bridge physician,

Miss Zimmer, daughter of Mrs.
Albert Zimmer of Newcomers-
town, and Dr. Craig, Guernsey
county representative in the Ohio

legislature, plan to be married| -

late in February.

A*MEMBER of our news staff
since February, 1940, Miss Zim-
mer entered newspaper work be-
cause she liked it.

During her eight years with
us she handled assignments which
few newspaper people can equal
in veolume, variety and interest.

After completing public school
courses in her native Newcomers-
town, and after graduating from
Ohio State University, she set out
to be a “schoolmarm.” She taught
one year in Newcomerstown and
two years in Tuscarawas High
school.

BUT TEACHING was not to her
liking. Among other accom-
plishments, she had studied sten-
ography?and typing. So she gave
up her school position to take up
secretarial work, :

Creative writing interested her
and her reportorial mind saw
many opportunities for stories in
the country around Newcomers-
town. ¢

She wrote several of these on
a free lance basis, first for the
Columbus Dispatch and then for
‘The Repository.

HER STORIES were 80 good

factual and

Miss Lois Zimmer
From Her Friends: Best Wishes

tory invited her to take a reg-
ular place on the writing staff.
She accepted on the condition
that she was to be regarded as a
reporter and not as a woman's
page writer.

This arrangement prevailed
uring her eight years with us,
She wrote about all of the many
things which require the attention
of the newspaper in the course of
its daily publication.
DURING THE WAR when so
many of The Repository’s male
reporters were away at war she
literally ‘“doubled in brass” on
assignments seldom directed to
feminine writers.

An ability to make stories both
fascinating has
marked her work. Her Sunday
women's section column, “Of This
and That,” had a widespread fol-
lowing.

In closing her desk to become
a physician’s wife, Miss Zimmer
is bidding farewell to a full-time
newspaper career. But she prom-

|ises she'll be writing free lance
| stories now and then for The Re-




IE;.,%S f%wcomewtown hiz ry talk to Erdc-n “lub,.
1
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SING: "I wondered today to the hill, Maggie, to watch the scene below
The oreek,. and the creaking old mill, Meggie, as we used to, long ago,
The green grove is gone from the hill Maggie, vhere first the deisies spning
Let us ging of the days that are gone,. Meggie, whenm you and I were young,"

on the piano iz
As a child when Méme played that/end Uncle Burress sangy)I visualized Maggie as a
white-haired tottery old lady,. end the singer as a bewMiskered old gentlemen who
walked with a cane, They were the same couple, I was sure, 2o Gt that invelved
in another song of the same period:

"Put on your old gray bomnet with the blue ribbeonaz on it
Yhile I hitch old Dobbin to the chaise
And through the fields of clover we'll drive up to Dover 4//ij9 .
On oyr golden wedding dayy! o LSLZZaqug"ﬁi’ » Sbajm— : 0
'15/""}1‘*’ ¢ o i F oo Puton aiid, Ta T, o,
Now I didn't intend to¢’ leave you/all shook/up with such an unerthodox /
beginning for a speechyysbut I just wanted to emphasize the fact thet all of a sudden

ey o e T ——— e Ty s T St ST T R o ST e
T

o -

we eurselves are that remembering generation,. And when you're living in the same
house in which you were born maybe six decades or more ago, there'd. a tremendous lot of
remembering to be done,.

Not all' folks do their remembering well, however, Take this as an

example: There's a smell tombstone up in our attic with the name Dora Thompson on it,.

But it'd gg&y a memorial to my step-great-grandmother's forgetfulness, She was,

in’ 'é'éfé% of my grandmother and her sisters, & schemfing young widow who beguiled my
great-@¥andvather Pilling into marriage, Not long after she and her two half-grown
children moved into the home which had been motherless ever since my great-grandmother
Sallie Pilling, died in 1855,. she prevailed on her new husband to buy a [pmbstone for

a third child of hers who had died in infancy.. But by the time the purchase was —smar

——gomptedwed, the'd lost sight of where the baby was buried, So we still have the tombstone,.

But now to get back to wandering"today to the hill, Maggie," On New Year's
Dey beceuse I had nothing else to do and shaking the 1966 cobwebs out of my brain seemed
like a good idea, I wendered to the hill myself,. I cut out across our field to the viaduct
eand up onto the hill through the big new cut below the reservoir, and I'1l tell you,
when you "watch the scene below" you realize "the green grove" isn't the only thing
that's gone,.

If it were't for our white house sitting over there on the river bank where
it's been for more than a hundred years,. I'd have had trouble getting my bearings, It's
hard for me to believe, end I'm sure it's elmost impessible for moot of yow to ;ealize
that wriSSee ao recently as 1930 Pilling Street waes just the gravel road which led,
to the nugen bridege after it came scross the railroad at Stewart's crossing and meendered
up vwhat we now call Maple St,. From Meple St, nerth, it was just a sandy lane bordered
with fences over which bittersweet clambered and raspbherries twined, And at certain
seasons in the rich loamy soil we'd find wild strewberries or mishrooms,

F e g, Locire viaf ofor Sfieoe,
M ﬂ:/) L & . s g AT i Boss B8 or W rr T TS @




I've always enioved tryine to visualize how some particular spot
mist heve looked, awey back in the deys before any of our ancestors ceme into
this country end began adapting it to their idea of civilization,. We:in this
section of Ohio &are lucky for there's a well:-known esuthor who has conducted a
great deal of research om that subject and has written it a1l down for us,. For
fear youn may not have discovered his books, I'd like to tell you about them fam
while they're fictional and exact geographical spots are not identified, except
in one volume, they are a general description of this area,

The author is Conrad Richter and if vou like historical ommeds.

novels, hurry to the library end get these books., Feorr=—cf=fFor—cerry=the
-same_chapacters-elong— Three of them, sometimes published as a trilogy,. are
" e Trees," "The Fields" and "The Town," end the first picks up the little
femily of emigranta as it follows the trail through western Pemnsylvenie and
into the vast ocean of trees which was then Ohio. The nextfollows their
progress as they establish a clearing and begin to acquire neighbors, and the
third traces the creation of the state govermment, Just recently Mr, Richter
published a fourth book in the series that answers & question left dangling by
the eerlier three —- "What happened to the little girl who wes stolen by the
Indiens?" Thet one is called,,.,. Q . %

But the fifth book is the one that involves this very aréa,
called "Light in the Forest" and it was first rup as a serial_in the Saturday
Evening Post where some of you may have read it,%It's the story of a captive
white boy's parting from his Indien adoptive parents at the time Col,.. Bouquet
mede the trip to Coshocton to reclaim the Indian prisoners inr 1764 (?) and
it describes their leavine the e pment at Walhohding and returnine eastward
Blong the Tuscarawas, ?ht::!fﬁg§§§?so was produced on television by Walt Disney,
And the references it makes to the boy's Indian home in a Delaware village
always meke me wonder if it wasn't right where we live,. for at the time David
Zeisherger came into the valley, the Delaware capital was locested on the ground
which my Great Grandfather Pilling bought, In fact a walnut tree still stending
at that time was said to have been the one under which Chief Netawatwes cebin =heed
T jyii.ngngﬁ when Zeisberger stood in front of it one day in March,, 1774 and preached
the £¥rst Protestent sermon SEfleslSEcuws® west of the Allegheny Mounteins, Of
bRt e b sn- there's:a lapeae of 66 years hetween those datea and
when I was & child I'd have doubted the connection,. but now
rele Bhe <353 #ima all of a sudden, 66 years sounds like & relatlvely
short epen of time. So maybe that wes the same black walnut tree,. for they say
trees cut when the virgin forest was cleared often meesured five: feet or more in !f/'
sz

diameter, . 2 =~ - \ ) £ N
9, NLpr :Icc,, /2 e AANLbL ¢ R op Yo vt ’ Tai
T o et —balie ot e e s todev b tHE Y P Mexsi o
Year's Day wasn)t too cold and T not only Alim ed up on the mew cut but walked
through it until I \could lpok d¢wn on the, Buckh yrrr valley gid if IN'd been & litgle
more propérly/dressed, I'd have been—bempbed-ie tompletedyhe circlé by coming
down on Noxthh Collefe Stgpet and \hewme wa the Yong way back homey Ingtead,
I turned balck and stood for & long timej. lodking dgwn oy our own valley
mervelling &t how mdpy ghanges had comé about just Ripde the deys when/my brothers.

and me our dad and sed to tramp_ofer those hil every Sunday,
“ee M

&Lt =78
I believe:I'm pez'/ctly safe in saying that the river amk the

railroad, = our house amesprectically~thesonlysthings visible- and the sad old

Nagen house"&ﬁ(practically the only things viaibw’t wotald heve been there:

100 years ago, It's a little hard to reahze that/\back when we graduated from

high school ewem: Pilling St,,. as such,.wasn't there,.-F¥ Up until the mid-1920s

it wes just a gravel road, dusty in summer end middy in winter thet led from the 7"‘“’“ ‘

bridge Mf-%%ﬁmt.m “ade
mw-_ruu- turned to the right end meandered over the railroad at Stewart's crossmp. R Cithy

J‘dt' ope d,«&((/
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A f'ﬁw%& m~’»¢sﬂ¢, E He Lot ide
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It's sort of fun to have somefhin personal to h datas oN,. Lt
For exemple, it's easy to remember that the Steubenville and Indiana Reilroad @ grere

was constructed through our valley in 185%, ummmswe that's the year that Sally g

Spet ?ﬂc,mﬁ/ﬂf AL B ol LBy il o€ cwmr
J

Pilling died,.eand her deugh't-—youngest daughter, Maria, who became my

Grandmothem,,used to telllhow she and her little brother Benton,, who was
were over to a cabin at the foot of the hill where their aunt,,

lived, end on the way they saw the construction gang buildine the reilroad,.

In mich the same way I can place the date when our river bridge --
the iron one which was replaced by the new Rt, 21 bridge a few years ago —- was
built, Thet was the summer my mother was nine vears old end &t her birthday
party she and some of her best friends ran down into the corner of the field
next to where the bridge was being built, to play on the steel girders lying

there on the ground,. The play ended when her mother went and rounded her upj. p
reminding her that was no way for a hostess to behave,. She's going to be 9Ii :\
wiihie next Tuesday, sSo you cen do your own arithmetic about the bridge, of |
Even til;'ugh I was asked to talk on the history of Newcomerstown,.lI r‘})
refuse to nd i difﬁwlt}o dwell too much on' the orderly sequence of N
events or sPeﬁ?ﬁtygatea concerning the development of the community,. \I'd 9
rather enumeréte Some of the happenings R'ANR
~
You hear a lot,.these days,. about the difficulties of operating \N _,\

three-generation households,. But I'm sure something very wonderful went out
of 11fe when three-generation households went out of style, Probably I'd have §

missed that rewarding experience,, hed my parents gone to housekeeping by them- I(\\ ‘:’ 1“
selves immediately after their marriage. Inatead therv were still livin;r with my,/ N o J
mother's, parents one worning in May .s 7. 3 3304 of epople ~F Y.¢
W /T“fv"ag"l 7 ﬁxqﬁb?ths old and my Grandfather Moore fell dead of ’)‘\

apoplexys: Such families have a contiunity between generations which surel
can never be achieved where parents and grandparents live separately, [Ours
wasn't the only house in our neighborhood either, sheltering three g tions,.

There was Smith's,.down at the corner by the bridge where my
dearest non-relatives lived, Grandpa Smith died when I was seven but Grandms
Smith lived on with Aunt Sadie apd Uncl?@lv}n Sperling and their son Walter,
along with Aunt Jessie Smith who ry Starker,. Grandma Smith had beermr
Elmira Nugen, one of the daaghters of Col\ Robert Mugen who had come to Newcomerstown-
in the early days of the canal,. Nothing makes me madder, these days,. then to
See references to paepbe-wke=idwe=ser "Nugent' Street (Mugen spelled with a T) and
nothing mekes me sadder than to pass what now remaims of thet once ldovely old
house which W8 has a miserable junkyard in the back and a filling station in

the front, 1It's that croas the street ang slightly to the west of
Stoffer's Resteurant,.
Let me describe it as I i‘b best,. It isn't even located now

where it used to be,. It sat in the middle of a lawn surrounded by meple trees

with a smooth flagstone walk leading d&= out to what later came to be known as

Pilling Street.. Only the main section of the house remains, Once,. to the right

of it was a one-storied ell housing t.he liv:Lng rQom where a cheery grate fire- f

burned beneath the mantel, on' oo~ o et of brasa Ghineae gongs "’“""Z
— e R ; A : , is and af

on the wall was & cuckoo clock, perfornnng regularly on the hour and the half—hour. <l
Above the Bitting room was the léw attic called"the long room," cosy even on the:
coldest days end full of an aged, musty odor that was constently stirred as Aunt

Sadie yielded to my fsswwmmt—pleas for more scraps for dollclothes,. Downsteirs,.
opening off the living room was the dining room with & corner cupboard where an
inexhaustible supply of gingersnaps could be found on the bottom shelf,. And

back of that was the kitchen where there was a low @@ cookstove that had a

little shelf in front with a grating where the red coals winked,. The thing I

remember best about the kitchen is the candy that Aunt Sadie would meke at the
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< There wes g Freater degree-of-dipnity batusen women i3

slightest hint; "8 ) M, = WEE=EHro bty PO, . I1'd love to know
now how she made teslsalg, Tt was a dhocolate brittle which she'd pour out
onto a pie pan which she‘d buttered generously and sprinkled with walnuts., I
forsot to mention there was a walnut tree in the side yard.,. My own grandmotherr

Well; there I go wandering again,. when all’'I started out to do
was extoll the virtues of homes with grandmothers in them

who was considerably vounger and
whom we called MeMoore was always too energetic for afternmoon naps, but Grandma
Smith took hers regularly end I remember tintoing with Aunt Sadie through her
room to get to the halll for our frequent trips upstairs to the long room,. That
stairway is still’ there but less lovely than I remembered it with its white
résers and ballusters and wpelgsmw deep brownwekepmmy welrnut rail,. At the

ont of the house was the parlor with a lovely door in & curved fréime, =™

rved rosewood chairs with halrcloth seats that scratched right through my
nenties, 1;{:&/ woAA et da e
Oh yes,.and Grandma éﬁ:%h was 8 lady in the refined sense of the
word; I never saw her do housework, Instead,.she sat alliday by the side of
the fireplace,.reading or knitting.. And much of her knitting turned out to be
lace for my afore-mentioned nRjuldess undergarments,

Je11} there I go wandering again,, when 2ll I started out to do was
extoll the virtues of homes possessine grendmothers. An her-thing. 8 notioed®

lkﬂ:mfgﬁfiliﬁe:nEXt-dm&?%ﬁn*w&aﬂﬂi,1&?&1ﬁﬁa;;g§5yiﬁiﬁgkgif; e%
is;n&- P

So real did our grandmother's stories become that it sometimes
seemed difficult for us to believe we hadn't been there ourselves, Vhen her
father came to Ohio in 1849 hringing his wife and their four little girls --
Anne,, Ellen,,Sabina and Rebecca-- it climaxed & plan he'd set in motion the
previous year when he'd



NEWCOMERSTOWN, OHIO
HISTORY

Newcomerstown is situated in Tuscarawas County, and first was a
Delaware Indian Village called "Gekelamukpechunk," which in 176,
under Chief Netawatowes, became the Delaware capital.

The earliest visit here by a white man (Christopher Gist) was in
1750, In the Gist journal it tells what must have been an example

of the "eternal triangle" and how Newcomerstown got its name. Chief
Eagle Feather became tired of his wife, Mary Harris, who as a child
had been abducted by the Indian raiders. While on one of the tribe's
raiding trips to Virginia, he captured a younger and more beautiful
squaw. Mary Harris was jealous of the "Newcomer," as she was called.
Then one morning the Indian Village was aroused by the cries of Mary
Harris that her husband, Chief Eagle Feather, had been murdered and
that the "Newcomer" had fled. She was pursued and recaptured and
thereafter this settlement was known as "Newcomerstown."

Newcomerstown was laid out in 1827 and contained 3l lots in the
original plot., There was one building here at that time, occupied

by Nicholas Neighbor, who founded the settlement in 181, He later
built the first store building, which was operated by him and Jacob
Overhold, By 1830 there were four buildings, By 1840 the population
was 270; by 1860, 577. Aaron Schenk's tanning yards were built about
1827, In 1840 Pilling's Woolen Mill was established; in 1833, a
sawmill, by Edmund Smith, and in 1836, a flour mill, Closest market
for farm produce was Pittsburgh. The canal was built in 1827, and
by 1860 the traffic on the canal was at its height. Each lock had

a tender and nearly every lock had a strange story connected with

it - it was an interesting period in the 1life of the young community
of Newcomerstown,

On May 31, 1851, it was announced that the route of the Steubenville-
Indiana Railroad would extend from Steubenville through Uhrichsville
and Newcomerstown to Coshocton, It opened for traffic in April,
1855, but before 1860 it had gone into receivership. In 1861 it was
merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad., Greatest of all events
connected with the railroad was in 1861, when President Lincoln
passed through on his way to Washington, making a personal appearance
on the rear platform of the train just as is done today. During the
1880's the town hall was built, which brought many prominent actors
and musicians to the town.

In the latter part of the 19th Century, Newcomerstown instituted
what became a thriving fair each fall, Newcomerstown has been
called the cradle of Protestantism west of the Allegheny Mountains,
The first Protestant sermon was delivered to assembled Delawares

at noon on March 14, 1771, by Rev. David Zeisberger. That event of
lasting importance is commemorated by a monument that stands on the
East side of Pilling Street.

Newcomerstown is located about 100 miles south of Cleveland, 100 miles
east of Columbus, 100 miles north of Marietta, and 100 miles west of
Pittsburgh,



Prepared by the Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce Development

Department.,

List of Industrial Employers in Newcomerstown, Ohio,

Alchrome Products Company
Bsker Machine Shop

Brode, The W, M. Company
Buss Burial Vaults

Byrd Ambulance Service
Canned Milk Products
Davis Gun & Machine Shop

Elizabeth Street

222 S, River St,

100 Elizabeth St,.
605 W. State St,

E, Main St., Ext,
Rt. #3.

Rear 130 E, Main St.

Foundation Equipment Corp. - 100 Elizabeth St,
General Electric Company - Newport Street
General Tire & Rubber Company - Pilling Street
Globe Specialties, Inc. - 237 W, Canal St.
Goshen Brick Company - Rt. #3.

Groovfold Enterprises Corp. - 1050 W, State St.
Groovfold Fabricators - 1050 W. State St,
Gequip Corp. - 1050 W, State St,
31lst Corp. - 1050 W. State St.

Heller Tool-Division Wellace-Murray Corp. Heller Drive

Herco Tool Company - 213 W, Canal St,
Industrial Tool Grinding Service . - 132 River Street
Jackson Tool Company - 102 E. State St,
Kurz-Kasch, Inc, - 199 E, State St.
Newcomerstown Truck Stop & Motel - Rt. #1l.
Precision Automatic, Inc, - 225 Ray St.
Wentz Concrete & Supply, Inc, - Rt. #3.

The above employers furnish employment for our people with an annual
payroll in excess of nine million dollars. This is important to our
growth and survival, so let us appreciate and respect the industry
that is in our community.

T. D. Addy, President
Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce



Al archeologiats have definkfely sstablished that Mound
Builders once lived in location, this fact seems of little value to
latter day residents,smcepv®o prove even more conclusively that ap a
place for desireable homesites, the Tuscarawas valley has been inviti;
gincs man's firat arrival. Our memo¥y of American eo al history wj.?.f
m-s.g that all thim on was at one time olaimed Ly both the French
and the English. Hany torians belélve that LaBalle have been the
very first white man to discover the Tuscarawas and Nus rivers,
but any definite proof of his sver having heen in this looality is
missing., At any rate, many French traders and voysguers were found living
among the Ohio Indiane, Ly English explorers who arrived at a later date,

e Englieh.of ocourse, olaimed all of the Ohio valley and the
tritutaries through their charters, mogt of which granted them land ex-
tending for a stated number of miles along the Atlantbo coast, and
reaching inland to the "Western Opean®.

The eariliest record of a visit fo tils viocinity was made in 1750
by Christopher Gist, He was an sxplorer and surveyor, mplgﬁd by a _
company of Virginiand, among them George Washington. This o Land
Company was anxicus to ascertain the nature of the country beyond the
Allegheny Mountains,that they might buy land from the colonies %o found
new gsettlements. Gist traveled westward from the viginity of Fort wg:nno.
soming to the Tusocarawas River at the site of the present town of Bolliver.
It should be mentioned Just here, that this trail became most frequented
by later explorers and pioneers, (Gist repords in his journal that an :
Indian town called Tuscarawas, and meaning "0l4 Town" was located at the
point where he first reached %hs river. He followsd down the river to the
- Junetion of the Tusocarawas and Whitewoman, which we know tofay as the

' Walhounding, He reached there on Dec.1%, 1750, On Des. 26, this entry is
“made in his Jourdal."This day a woman that had long been a prisconer and
‘had deserted, besing retaken and brought into town on Chrietmas eve, was
put to death in the followlng mannerjThey carried her without the town
and let her locse} and when she attempted to run away, the persons
appointed for that purpose pursued her and struck her on the ear on the
right slde of the head, which bent her flat on her face %o the ground,
They then struok her several times through the back with a dart to the
heartjsoalped her, and threw the sealp in the air, and another cut off
her head. Thus the diemal spectacle until evening, and then Barney
Cuyran, (a white trader) desired leave to bury her, och he and his men
and scme of the Indians 414 just at dark.” This evidently took place at
the present site of CUoshoeton. tais

Again in his journal, under the date of Tuesday,January 15,1751%
“We left Muskingum and went west five miles to the White Woman Oreek, on
which is a emall town, This white woman was $aken away from New England
vhen she was not above ten yeare old by the French Indians. Bhe is now
upward of fifty;has an Indian husband and several children.Her name 18
Mary Harris.BShe still remembers $hat they used to be very religious in
New Englandjand wonders how the white man can be 8¢ wicked as she has seen
them in these woods."

(Newoomerstown wes incorporated in 1927)
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Any of you who have driven from Coshotton to Mt.Vernon,will recall having
seen a boulder at the eide of the pavement not far from Walhounding,
marking the site of White Woman's Town. These two entirves in Gist's
J furnish the most authentic basis for the legend re the
name of Newsomerstown, Probably all of you ars familiar with the story,
but I'll repeat it,for the sake of continuity of my own story,and begause
it :ziggdoubtedmy the sarliest ascount of the "eternal triangle® in thike
L] ® ‘

Eagle Peather, the ohiel whose wife was Mary Harris,became tired
of her. One account mays that in spite of the ract that he brought her
home the finest meats for food, and the finest ekins for olothing,she
d1dn't have any papooses for him. But evidently this wae just some old
squavw'e gossip, for Glat's journal states that she and her Indian husband
had several children, At any rate, on one of their railding trips into the
Virginia frontier,Eagle Feather found himself a younger and mors beantiful
squav, He saptured her,bringing her home to live in the same wigwam with
HMary Harris, Matters went from dad to worse,with Mary becoming more and
mors Jealous of the Newcomer, ﬂnallg“ ) moraing,Mary éwakened the 1nd
vi with ories that her husband W mardared, And sure enough,
$there Eagle Poather ley,his head neatly parted by a tc wk, The Newoomer
had fled. course this made it gppear that she was fhe murderess, anéd
the Indians set out in pursuit. They regaptured her at a small Indian town
on the bankas of the Tusoaravas,some distance akove Coshoeton,and from that
time on,the s#ite of her recapturs by the Indians bepame known as The
Hewoomer's Town, Was 1% she whose exeoution was witnessed hy Christopher
@iet at Comhooton the mg:» Ohristuas in 1750% The le relates that
The Hewoomey asoused Mary Harris of murdering her own hus in a £i% of
Jo 'yt Mary was clever enocugh to oonvinoe the Indians of her Ainnc-
cence; Of course you will all note a disorepancy here, for Glet does not
sonnest the two women in his journal, and apparently Eagle Feather was still
amoung the living when Giet visited Mary Harris, Bk

i /Bunﬂlo- 88 of whather or not we sgcept this legend se the Gﬂsiu
of our town's name, I'd 1ike to make the plea thal we endeavor to form
the habdbit of saying and writing Nex'comeratown. Not only do‘df it serve to
presarye the origin, but i far more 4ievinotive than Newgom®erstown,

e e kel e B Mo gy By K

‘ * 1 the © coun sonstan overrun ne &
However from capiives held by the Indians during this am,&t_ hag besn
learned that there was a Newgomer's towm. About 1760,the French were
driven out of this seotion,the English had captured M .m;qu‘n? and re-
named 4t Ft. Pitt, and 'all the territory lying west of the Alleghenies,

and porth of the Chio,had bsen cefled to the Engliéh by the French. Messages
gent U0 Indian chiefs by the commandant at Fi. Pitt were frequently
sddrensed to Newcomerstown,agoording %o ooples preserved in a Journal

kept by the missionary Hackewelder.

In 1761 and 62,tvo Moravian missionaries,Jehn Hookewelder and
Christian Frederick Post,came to the Tuscarawas valley,and tuilt a small
oabin at Boliver,where they hopedl %o establish a mission am the Indians.
However the tribes were o hostile that they were foreed to abandon the
attempt within the year.

o~ w.é.e :
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In 176b,8m expedition was sent out by the coloniats from Phils-
deiphia for the pu:ﬁu of puniehing the Indians who had continued to
make depredation the frontier,destroying much property,and
filine oo tiae atats of Sistss B ol en B i
sadership ¢ . uet, pame wes vay © siollowing
the usual trail to the Tuscarawas River at Boliver. But due to the fact
that he had been warned of wvery hostile Indian towns situated along the
banks of the river,he set cut aoross country to his de¢stination~Cogshooton,
traveling from Boliver to Winfield, B:farereek hill and Ceshooton. His
- expedition wes largw,and moved with military piongso that the Indians

roadily uquinana o his demands that all white prisoners be released to

hl.n on a oertain date,or punishment of the tribes would follow. Ee had

held counpil m.tb the heade of the various Indlan nations,at
Boliver, and had ochosen the forks of the Hus as the most advmtmaus
for handing over all prisoners, fis ermy arrived there Oct.25,1764. The
tallowing L8 quoated from redords of oahloquet;

i *¥his place (forke of the Ruunngw) wa# fixed upon imm of
Vakatomioa a8 m mut mntml and sonvenient plasge M receive the
ok :m\m for pal Indian towns lay saround them from seven to
g b i mms My lower Shawnee Bown situated ¢n the Soioto
Rim ubout ) i{ hh.lo mt from this place the had 1% m tha!.:-
mu- to awe animies’ gettlements, and desfyroy v town
y alswu mw punetually !‘nl.,ﬂl.l. the engagements they had nnhra& intol

wish sach of as.ght read from Sol uet's journal of the
- aprival dnuz'of mm-m bands of Indians to"hg:% oamp,imh with a

nunber prisoners, By the ninth of Nevember,most of the priscners
had arrd ¢t aould be expected at that season,amounding to two hundred
. and m. besides about one hundred more re in posspgsion of the
&mmmu.mah th mm $o deliver the mm\g spring,se the army
retwrned to the ‘"zruonaﬂ lived among ° Indiane
at parung.md in a few instanoes

for @o many years mt
refused %o lz:n the Infdlian m 8 or wives and return to siviligation.

But these insisnoes were far outnubumd By the Jjoyous reunions whioch
e&: 1soe, In many oases,families had been separated for so many years th
% amuﬂuum of loved ones was ' diffionlt. I will quote just

one of these stories,vhich seemed to me @ most beautiful.

'nnm;r.&u his HisSory of Pennsylvania,sgge a great number of the restored
placners were sent to Uarisle, ..md Colonel Roquet advertised for
se who had lost children to vome and mhim them. One old woman who
hadt lost a child,and failing to mog: the returned captives,
was lamenting her less and wringin r hand-. tal 0ol.Boquet how she had
yom previous % 14ttle hymn te her daughter,who was so fond of it.
The esolonel told to sing it te tham, which she 4id as follows!
Alcm.n not alone anm I,
in this solitude so drear
I feel my Bavior alwaye nigh,
He comes my every hour to cheer,
Bhe had no sooner conoluded;than her long-lost @aughter,who had falled
tctgnow:r her mothn- by sight but remembered the hymn,rushed intoc her
mother's arma.”
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2 vid Zeisberger,in 1771 was the next white visitor., Sometime
around 1760 Chief Netawatwas had moved hig band of Delawares from western
Penngylvanim to the site of Newoomerstown,and had !.nv&.tod Zeisberger to
follow, sincsNetavatwes already knew of the Moravian's good work among

the Indians. When Netawatwee made this his capital,he adopted the nams of
Eing Newoomer, and 1t was to this place that Zelsberger first came. Here

he found the Indian village,neardy a mile squars oontaining about one
hundped log houses,many of them with evidences of civilization,such as
shingle »oofs,hoard Tloors,and ong even had a staircase. It was here that
the first Pre%aatan# sarmon Yo b8 preached west of the Allﬂshenua vas
dplivered to the Dslsware Indianp, Jtt the time my r bought
the Tarm on whish we now live,a large walnut tree was stnnﬂinghtn thn fisld
about half «n{ batwsen the present eite of the rallroad and the river,
vaa!.ng he story current at that tims, Netawatwes' vabin s$ood under
that tres, and 4% was thers that Zelsberger had preached, This location
has been confirmed by reoords pf the Mordwan Church in Bsthlehem,Pa.

- Within & few years,the B&hmu granted the Morivans use of part
of their lend for o wission,selecting as a site the Beautiful Springibut
sinoe the story of brunn and Gnadenhutten 18 already so rmuu- o
8Ly, 2 am going Yo omi% 4t hers.

m:m#mmmzm,mw“mnmﬂmmm“

the 'naé&y Valley", and 1t was during this time that the Moriven v!.x:usas
were ndoned and a»m ad. Bhorily after the Revolution, however, ths
settlers sn énteri sountey west of the All nu . and the first
organized effort at se tlement was undertaken at a company of
- eape of the Revolutionary Army. They received a grmtorlam'
from g8, whichwas 1n turn divided up among the officers. They paid

for the land with warrants which had been given them at the olose of the
war because the Ainfant republio had no sash with whioh to pay its scldiers.
nnmﬂ the Revolution, the solonies had pefed to the new ernment all
their om:u to westarn iandl. This seotion, as far as the Mimsiesippi
's AN : Chio to the at lakes Deocame knownt a2 the North-
nd in 1787 & set of laws, Xnown as the Kofthwest Ordinance
was dravn up to govern 1%, Two outatanding features of thia ordinance were
m%umry vas $0 be forever prohibdited from the Berrd that -
tain portions of each sestion were to be definitely set aside for
nhod:. use, It aleo spepified that not less than three nor mors than five
atsma were %o bo made from this Territory vhen certain nimnts as

lation and territorinl government had been Hulfill

M1 of thh localdty wae originally a part of Washington County,
with the sownty seat at Marietta,and oame wnder the Revolutionary land
m-aﬁ#n. Most of Oxford Township was granted %o John Bever,who was a native

Virginda, ma te Gen. John Btark of Hanchester,N.H. Nany of you ua:{
bm':lns eard the farms east of us-Dougharty's Horrﬁ.ue,narnatt
snhlm 8, Veodwards, %0, veferred to as "Btark atent®, John Bever
owned the land west of this, Any resident of Nmmeratm.ﬂn&m it
necessary e have an abstract prepared today, woumld Aiscover this on the

front pagel

Joln Adama,President U.B8.4, $ ¥hole 2Zné Qr,,Twp.5,Range 3
to Containing 3§99.8 agres
Jdohn Bevey Patent

March 20, 1800
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By 1798,%en years after the first settlers had reaghed Marletta,

'nzowhtion had increased so rapidly,that steps were taken to form a
’gow nt.and by 1803, the territory wae ready to besome the
17th state in the Union, But as the farther part of Washington County began
to be "tﬂa&, the monnsur for some olomer gwamBgu Yody bejsmenspparentd
and in 1804 Muskingum County, scuprising what 48 now Muskingum,Morgan,
Coshooton, Tueoaravas and Stark countiles,split off from Washington. In
1&08. the divislon was mads 6%ill smaller,when 8%ark County sand Tuscaravas
Gounty wers separately organiged,

, It sesns h,ard to beleive that only E& years agoe this partigular
nc‘as.nn of land was still uninhabited., I would 1ike to point ou¥ first that
the childieh sonception which probably all of us have hnad at some time,
pégarding the e¢sriy ploneers wam wrong: The days of Indian fighting in the
Tusoaravas valley wers past before the white mettlsrs came. Privations,
swamps, malarin,mosquitos and wild animals were their senemies, but never
P R A R Rk A

at & B r u ua
Muu Jived in cabins dotied about the valley and surroulling hills.

The ploticers feared walaria and ae s usual thing bully their cabdins on
mmi:&mm ﬁ?m lwa?ly lﬂﬁﬁzﬂ. David Jnhnnagig My, mﬁﬂ
opeph and William Mulvans were among very eariiest pi
oy Riley and a'chn _:Piam. Were huntaz-u and mﬂ

8¢ Nexe WAy nmmﬂ
&n Btark Pntmt Mam %o

in 1814.!&@1:1; Neighbor pame from Morrie Gounty,N.J.,and having
3¢ uﬂmﬂr impresseeé with the location,pupchased 1900 aores of the
Bever patent for himself and others. The roumg year a colony
o albml,t -a.m w@mt# aame Irom New Jersey. They omme in wagons, -
Pre pxeneonsuming about four weeks in thefer journey. We
8 .lm was mu ble exvept the abandoned Indian cabine of the former
ﬂbﬁmratow% ug they 1%::: in ‘Bhall; uu}u tha%rlgva sabing ag:ia g'pu::léﬁ‘t
17,0ther se ra from New Jersey folloved,among them bel rater
nni s UL ordl, Gardner, Stouffer and Booth familles.

Agsoprding to cne history of the Sownship,the ﬂ.rst school was
taught ﬁmob H;uur &% his aahiaﬂituat&d nez-ﬁh of the river and near
the countyline.Not 1 ong afterward,Seth Hart,a stranger in the land,gave a
ttm ax two of ﬁeh&ol et the Btouffer vabln,a short 4istance above whare

the Nugen bridge is now lovated. cabin pontained two poms,and the
b.z ebmied during the ag the mohool room,was Wsed at night as a
the famlly of Hp.Btouffer, Of vourse familles had to pay
for any g@chooling their ohildred resaived.

fthe village of Newoomerstown was formally laid out im 4827,when
the oanal was built. The original plat contalned 34 lots in thres tiers,
two north and one south of the canil. Bridge Street g‘ rmed the eastern
bmm&nry.and Oroge Btreet ran parailel to .‘Lt. Bagin(ister ohanged to Main)
Btyeet and Canal Btreets ran sast and wead,and divided the three tiers of
lote in the other direstion. These names all show that they are directly
tracesble to the Oanal which wes being bullt at that time.Names of
meny other streets however,kesp the names of the early residents before
ue %o this day. These are fie&ghbnr.Eulvnne,ﬁaadﬂ.uh,mat.ﬁugm and Pilling

8treets.
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At the time the village was founded,it oonbtained but one
building,loocated immediately south of the present depotj;it had been
built many years before,and was oogupie 1oholn.a Heighbor, He also
erected the firet store building,vwhere ts store is now looated,
The first merchants were m.uhnlal Neighbor and Jneob Overholt,commencing
about 1628, In 1830 the villege ovontained four buildinge. Ten years
later !lhu town had a population of 270,shoving the infiuence of the eanal

upon

Pieturs Af you can,this village of Newdomerstown juet one hundred
LRV uga- There were eround two hundred pacple who lived in log ocabins.
ro hey had giase in the small windowe,snd maybe they had
bosrd £ oorl. Heals were ocoked An ths fireplace,or in t)e kettles
which they had Mrought over the mountains in thelr wagons,and hung
out-of«doors., There were no vom" over vhat to cook,for pmvuiouu
umo.aannﬁ.ﬂ&ng of wilg g-ma.ana the wvegetables grown in their
ang. Each apring they bus.la down maple sap Yo make their sugar
r for the goming year. The regulsr visits of the safial boats brought

hi and t‘u.mlum and 'tobages to the mtoye. OfF cmn
the . yary 14 h oash,but com fiake theiyr dried peashes and
m{_ 98, 0} . of thelr oun homew m to the stors and trade
for ou zwua. Yhen thc 11 baef ox uar.m meat

A oy
wuzdtuwm:dmthomuhhndwntomﬂnhsaka erd,
which had been built about 1827 on the &omw of River and Oanal Streets.
mtn-maqmmuaumm take the leather to the shoew-
maker. He'd measure thier tm.llang enty of room, for those shoes
had to lagt an entire year. Regular applications of grease kept the
shoss pliable emough that they could to get into them on cold
vinter mornings, they were pretty stiff at first. The mothers had
te -pﬂ.mung and knitt gtookings ebout all the time,for child-

grow-ups had to be ed, Of pourss,after PL1li woolen
uill wae bullt about 1840,they sould take the wool thers %o sarded and
apun and dyed,and could even have it weven into cloth.

| At about this time toa, A pottery was establirhed on Baein Btmh
neay WN tha railma.& #8 now vung, OF courss it wasipretty rough Kind

of potti fatiafa .conamnrans that there were fow dishes
except tifrom homez in the 8a ocr W axpensive onse bProught
in by tho oats. Potter Fox made no: %a..jara,mks and other
z:.‘rn of the lm tut many usae vare found for themithey wers fine for

eanning.

¥ A gawmill was built by Edmunsd Bmith about 1833,diregtly north of
the canal on Pugkhorn Cresk,run as ususl \v vater power. The pioneers
sould then take logs and have lumber msde, A flour mill was built about
at the west end of Easin Strset.Befors,they had had to grind their
m»»nazm and vheat.or drive long dlstances to other mills alrsady built.

.~ All of you have heard the Qtor;; of mms&w the Post Boy 4in
lw.but perhaps few know thal Oxford g furnished the first man to
be executed Wy hanging An Tussarawas Coun man named Jehnson,who was
arrested soon after pofit boy had been 11led testified that although
he wae not gullty of the murder, he had heard the @9t and had oome on
of the woods Just in time %o oatoh a fleeting ugumpu of the aesililant.
He insimted that if he ever saw the man,he would b? able to identify hisg.
The county sheriff was inolined to belain Johnson's ateo: r.g.ni:wa oot~
prints found near the post boy's body did not it Johnaon's shoes,
Agsordinhly, all the able~bodied men from the southorn end of Tuscarawas
gounty were called to appear at New Philadelphia on a certain day.
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About 300 appeared and lined up along Rroadway. Johnson was brought out
and passed along the ranks. After scanning many of the men he ng ted to
Jehn Funston,saying "There is the man®, Funston at first denied the ¢rims,
but after trial and conviotion,he vonfessed. He was hanged at New Phila-
delphia, Dec.30,1825, Hie sister,who lived on the Btark Patent,near whare
the Shalosky farm 18 now located,claimed his body,which was buried some-
whers in the woods on that farm.

In the early days of the settlement,the oclosest market for farm
products was Pittsburgj and the only way to take anuthing there was %o
drive. It was not‘“usual for the pionesrs to see some drover coming east
aldng the road,driving perhaps a large flock of turkeys,a herd of oca%tle or
hogs. Then when the drcver disposed of his live stogk perhiaps in Pittsburg,
but sometimes in Philadelphia, he had to wetufn W foot or horseback,
anrr{ms with him the profits of his trip. As a result,bandite Trequently
la¥i in walt on some londy spot,hoping to rob the returning drover. Hany
taverns vere the scenes of fighte,and legends of murders are frequent
about some of them,

<, Even amusements had to travel by wagon back in the early days. The
eircus came to town, mnd the animals walked all the « My grmdmothen‘ ‘
loved to tell us about the time she and her brother held up the clrous to
see the elephants. Oreat Orandfather Pilling's oabin atood in the yard just
east of whers our house stands now. At that time he had a sawemill dewn b
the river and the land north of the gc_unt oulvert was covered by the mi
pond. A small plank bridge oarried the wagon raedd across the mill rape. The
ohildren had sesn the elephants with cirouses before,and knew th&t rather
than risk their great weight on the small plank bridge, the elephants
would wade the mill pond, Of course once they got in the water they
mﬂ ond,o!u.--.tt.and the drivers had a time getting them out. This time
irandfather Pilling thought he'd help the children have aven more fin,80
$0ld them to carry a basket of potatoes out and spread them in the raocd
When the elephants came along they stppped to eat the potatoes,and wouldn't
budge until every laet one had been found,in spite of all the v drivers
oould do, Bo Af any of your srnugmnta were wobpied that day about the
;S.ruﬁr arriving late at Newcomerstown,it was all my great-grandfather's
a

About where the pump atation now stands,a grova of wild plum trees
grew,and here the slrcuses would stop and prepare for the grand entry,at
the same time removing some of the dust thef had acoumulated since leaving

the last atand.

The first chursch organization in the town was lLuthern. The first
church was a briok bullding loocated on the site of Salathial Neighbor's
residence %oday. As I understand if,the church vwas remcdeled to make this
;::u.:i ?ﬂg&lbmk in our grandparents day was ccoupied by John Rodney and

g8 wife en.

. Have you ever noticed in the old cemetaries the rows and rows of
ohildren's graves? Few parente could boast of having rearad all their
ehildren §o maturity, and countless mothers died in childbirth, Thats why
80 many of our grandfathers and great-grandfathers had two and often three
or four wives. Many children died of cholera; and pneumonia,commonly
called "sinking ochills®,took a terrible toll of people of all ages. Even
though there were dootors baok in the early days, their oures were simple
and their supply of drugs scarce. Consequently many a pioneer family
depended soley upon the mother's kndwledge of home remedies,resérting to
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hurha.zoult&nea,nnd even at times to charms and incantations;preferring
these to the dcotor's hastily mixed and evil tasting powders.

And now I'da like you to come with me and stand on the high bridge
over the ganal at Bridge Btreet,the yea® about 1850, You ean hear the
driver swearing at the mules long before the boat rounds the bend below
town, The mules,two of them,are hitohed tandem to the tow rope,and welk
along the tow path on the south side of the canal,probably fifty or sixty
fest shead of the boat whigh since it is evidently heavily leden,rldea low
in the water. The Griver,brandishing his whip,walks closs behind ths mules,
seeing to it that they don'*t loiter. Now the boat approches, It's
prodba fifteen foet wide and maybe four timee that long,and has a
pompast.Anug appsarance. It's a fine day, and_ the passsngers are sitt
up on $he top, on the bensches. The steersman ¢s lopping larily against the
tiller at the stern of the boat,depending on the pressurs of his shoulders
%o stesr the boat along a proper course while he spans the banks for a
sight of some of his oronies,exchanging bantering phkeasantries,eor the
latest goselp from down the eanal,

... 'Now the boat comes to rest against the bank,and unloading of pass«
Onsnn:.ana_onigo take place. Some of the passengers remain in theiyr places
though, since y are traveligg farther up the ocanaljthey spend the time
laughing at the antics of Crasy Dave. He's a poor fellow,rather unbalanced .
mentally,but entirely harmless,who roams around town. As a oma8l boat pulls
in he 1likes to shout to the pasgengers in s funny, singesong manner,"Orazy
Dave will go sut the pigeon wing for a copper-gentea-~button.® Ope of the
passengers ilaughingly tosses down a coin and watohes while Dave exeputes a
quesr ttle Jige«

All manneyr of goods were shipped by way of the canalwwool,wheat,
oorn,whisky,feathers,dried apples and peaches,s um molaseses and hides.
and in ex ige the boats bBrought baok calico,ccffes,tea,halferefined
sugar,nails, and dishes. Mall was net carried as a usual thing,since other
means of transportation were spsedier. But as a carrier of news and gossip,
the boat was unaxdelled, for it moved slowly enough that eonversation could
be had st any point along it's route.

. .'Me canal was too narrow in most places for boats to pass,except
at looks and basins. Frequent fighte occured there between boat ocrews to
settle the question as to who should pass through the lock first;oonese~
quently the man with reafy fists found it easier to get the Job. Eaoh lock
had a t@nder,and almost every look had eome weird story connegted with 1t
concerning $hls or that strange happening. A black dog was reported to be
sesn frequently adout one of the loocks near Port Washington on dark
nights,and at Tupkere look a headless man had appearsd,

Think what exoitement must have rished over the people in New-
oomarstown when the following announcement appeared in the Stubenwille
!alutgg::ryr-nqr 31,1851, "The route of the Btubenville & Indiana Rall-
road garsful surveys,has bean determined upen. Its location was da~
ciﬂua at the last mesting of the Board of Directors. It leaves Bteubenville
through the Oroas COressk Valleymthence by way of Urichaville to Coshooton.”
The rcad from Bfeubenville to Newark was opened for traffic in April 1855.
But aes 1t had no oonnections farther east or west, it did not prosper,and
before 1860 passed fnto receivership. It finally was merged with
Pennsgylvania railracd company in 1867,by which time direct oconnectione had
been egtadlished both to the east and to the west.
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 Pew stories seem to have bwen handed down,condsrning the
building of the railrosd,but various insidents during the Civil ¥War
times make mention of 1t, Presiden® Lingoln passed through here on his
way to Washimghon Ainfl86) making appsarances on the rear platform just as
residents do today. Mrs. Mavy E, Dent,vwhom I'm sure some of you remember,
ixed %o tell about Lingoln's frein atnging a% Port Wdshington. Bhe was
& 1ittle girl of six or seven then,and when her mother lifted her,the
pregident stroked the child's hesd.

~  Inte 1B60,Newoomeratown had a4 population of 577, How deeply each

of those 577 must have felt the loss 61 many young men from here who
Joiged the Union Army. At firat no sompany was mustered right at Newgom
erstown,but several were raised in sirreunding towns,;whish our men' Jeined.
They were given but a few weeke training,and then sent LAk Battle;Train-
zea.ll passed through here,the men often sitting or etanding in open flat
BY8,y ; : St

)

v Tn the autusm of 1861,Canp Meige was established on ‘the Dover
fair grounds,ind mgst of the snlisted treops from the country got &
Attle early thaining theve, The FAftysfirst Regiment was organized at
that plase;and pompany ¢ of thak regiment was competed of Newdomerasom
men:ust as an fllustration of the shory training given the Olvil. Way
soldiers-ny Orandfather Moors enlisted with a aompany ralsed at Pont
Washington 4n August 1862. They wers sent for a short time %o a camp at

Mings Junetion,andthen sent to take part in the weasterh nnmpaﬁs n,¥hers at
‘the bagttle of I"m ryville in Xertusky,early in Cotober,he was ¢ timllr

wounded. AR
3 N o b"‘i(,, ; .

. AltHough the telegraph was in ude bBefors the time of the Civil
War,it was used only Tor imporgant dommunioations,and the folks bask home
had no way of lnowing what was happening exoept from the newspapers or
heresay. Sometimés many wesks pagsed before they learned that loved ones
had been killed or wounded. Very Tew dally papers game to town,and the
oommen prastice Was Tor some good reader to take the fineinnatl Enguirey
as sooh as it &:{@ﬁ‘igmohnt: a8 box at what i8 now the Baltimors coprner,
and reefl Mloud all -the newa of the war to the erowd which assembled ddily
Tor this svent. lists of vompanies @ngaged,names of killéd or wounded,
vere always inciuded in the &ay's news and mafiy people in that way learned
that a husband,father,son,or brother had been killed,

o Newsomerstown mads i steady growih in population even durdng the
Civil War days,and the period folgﬂi g the wan g:ousht many inventions
to add to the comfort and prosperity 35 the inkabitants. The canal was
#tild the most popular méusmwa,ma any a returning soldier found
employment along 1ts banks, Although the 3blgraph was already in use
an@ taken ag rather 4 matber of course by the mors Urbane half of the
oitisenry,still 1%k aotual meshanism was a8 muweh a Hystery te many,as
television 4z to us en&-;[_ﬂ}gzg{ enjoyed %alling of the man who returned
$o his home *way out in the hills,after ons of his Sewguinfrequent and
tharefors maing rips 46 Newgomerstown,with the report that ons of the
nlcgﬁaph an had busted and there was a bushel of messages pilled up .

R h8ap. g y
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The C & M Rallroad was built in 1873,and many stories are still
current in the town about the camps of Irish laborers employed to bhild
it. It'e completion was marked by the usual ceremony of driving the final

spiks of gold.

.. The more prosperous houeewives had sewing machines,ané could turn
out wonderful ereations with yards of ruffling,bakks with stays snd
dogens of buttons,and skirte with dust-ruffles to ewesp a widw ewath as
oné rustled her way down the street. MHost of the sarly sewing machines
mafle a chain stitoh,and woe unto him who pulled the wrong thread. I have
a nice little pleture® in my mind of what must have cogured in the parlowr
abou$ the time grandpa, dressed in his Bunday best and seated on the hair-
oloth sofa gourting grandma,innocently ploked up a locee thread on her
new merino polonalse.

In 1876,pecple heard that a man named Bell had invented a tele~
phonesnd though it was a twenty years hefore the first one was
installed in this looality &veryons began experimenting to see how the
thigg really worked.Not only the children,but some of the grownups ae well,
$ried strefohing a string from the wood shed to the outkitohen,with a tin
oms Tastened on aach end,and spent long howurs shouting to each other.

. During the '80's the present town hall was bullt,and with the
completion of the Opera House,real progress wae mads oh the way of enter-
tainment. Not only 414 home talent shows prosper,but various troupes of
actors,msloians, magiolans,and minstrels,some of whom wers already prome-
inent in sheir partioular fislds, made stops hare. :

Hewgomerstown,in the latter part of the 1%th Century, had a
thriving fair each fall., Although the fair grounds were re situated
in Coeshooton Ocuntylon the x;nﬁ_qir:nt west of the corporation line,
and now owned gz;nr; Geo, Xiatler) sthll the fair belonged to Newgomerstown.
‘ the Central Ohic Bistrict Pair,and A& 1%s name implien,was

It vas |

really larger than any of the oounty fairs, The four days of the fair

wore the high point of the year for Newgomerstown pitizens and people

pene ¥ les arcound Bringing the femily lunch in large pionic baskets.

Rany a mumer’s hard work over the hot kitchen etove was glimexed for
andns when her spioed peashes or marble was awvarded the bdlue ribbon.

Ard any girl whose beau 81d not pelish up pa's buggy and take her in her

ney fall finery to see the horse races and side show,had real causs for

voltplaint, for that was the fashion show of the season.

0 In 1895,the Olow plant wag moved here,and lent muoh tus to the
wth of the population,in faot the census figure shows that it doubled
n that decade. At the same time the industrial life of the communit
took on a new phase, for products menufactured before that time had been
largely absorbed by local damand,and no aotive part had been %aken in
interstate and foreign trade.From that time om, el 13{ of manufastured
pro@upte from Newnomerstown has steadlly increasedilt is not my intention
here to occupy time in giving agoount of the develppment of our
community either in an industrall or socolal way since the beginning qr-ggc
ntieth century,since this 1s ocurrent knowl X% wever;be -/ <
interesting to point out that in the year period cver which the United
8%ates Census figures are available for Newoomerstown,the greatest period
of growth was that included in the thirty ysars between 1870 and 1900,when
the population invresded by 23% as compared with 193% for the thirty years
proveding,and 60% for the thirty years following tha% period.
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i ¥y Comrunity and How it Ceme 1o be.

/ Although ~rchedlogiste have delinitely estmblished thst ¥ound Builders
once lived in this location, this fact seems of little volue to lntter day
residents, esxcept to prove even more conclusively that as = nl=ce for desir-
nble homesites, the Tuscearawas vnlley ks been inviting eince man's first
srrivel, Our memory of Americen colonial history will verify that all this
region w2s at one time claimed by :oth the Trench and the Tnglish., lany
historiariz believe that LaSzlle mry hove been the very first white men to
discovér the Tuﬁcﬁ£aw&s an& Yuskingum rivers, but =ny dsfinite »roof of his

ever having béen in this locelity is miseing., At eny rate, many French trrders

v -ya - zhger’ .
and vovaguers were found 11v1nv smong the Ohio Indians, by Tnglish explorors

who arrivad at a later date,

The English of course, claimed =ll of the Ohio vmlley and the tributaries thro.
their charters, most of which granted them lsand extending for a stated number of
miles along the Atlantic coast, and reaching inland to the "Western Ocean",.

The earliest record of a visit to this vicinity was made in 1750 by
Christopher Gist., He was an explorer and surveyor, employed by a company of
Virginisns, esmong them George Washington, This Ohio Land Company was anxious
to 2ecertsin the nature of the country beyond the Allsgheny Mountains, that
they might buy land from the colonies to found new settlemente. Gist traveled
wastward from the vicinity of TFort Duquesne, coming to the Tuscar=zwas River
=t 1he site of the prarent town of Bolivar., It should be mentioned just hers,
that this trail beceome most frequented by later explorers =nd pioneers. Gist
records in his journal thet an Tndi=n town called Tuscarawas, =nd meaning
"01ld Tovn" was loc=ted a2t the point where he first renched the river., He
followed down the river to 1he junction of the Tuscarswag and UWhitewomnn,
which we know today =8 ihs Walhonding. He reached there on Dec, 14, 1750.

On Dec. 26, this eniry is made in his journsl,

"This day a2 woman that had long been a prisonsr and had deserted, being retaken
and brought into town on Christmas eve, was put tlo death in Lhe following
manner; They carried her without the town =nd let her loose; and when she
attempted to rua mway, the persons apno;nteu for that purpose pursued her rnd
struck her on the esr on the right side of the head, which bent her flat oggﬁer
Tece to the ground. They then struck her several times through the back wi

g dart to the heart; soalped her, nand threw the scalp in the air, =ud snother
cut off her hend. Thus the dismal spectacle lay until evening, =»nd then keraey
Curren, (s white trader) desired leave to bury her, which he end his men and
some of the Indians did just 2t dsark.”" This evideutly took plnce a2t the present
site of Coashocton,

Again i his journnl, under date of Tuesdrny, Jenuary 15, 1751:
"ie left Yuskingum and went west five milor to the Yhite Woman Creek, on which
is a small town. "Thic white womsn was imken away from New England when she wis
not above iten years old by the French Indisns. 0$he is now upward of fifty;
has an Indian husbzand and several children, léor nome is Yary Harris, She
etill remembers th~t they ured to be very religious in Hew Engloud; and wonders
now the whfﬁe men c¢~i1 be so wicked =s she has scen them in these woods."

v i A

e N
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Any of vou who have driven from Coshocton to ME. Vernon, will rocall having seen
n bouldor =t the side of ths pnvement not far from Ualhonding, marking the

site of White Woman's Town. These two entriss in Zdst's Journal farnish the
most muthentic besis for the legend ragarding the nnme of Newcomsrstown,
Probably all of you are famili=r with the stoery, but I'll repent it, for the
sanke of continuity of my own story, and because it is undoubtedly the enrliest
account of the "etsrnal trisngle" in this loezlity,.

Engle Feather, the chief whose wife wes Yory Harris, became tired of
her. One nrccount says that in spite of the fact that he brought her home the
finest meats for food, nnd the finest skine for clothing, she didn't have any
papooses for him, BRut evidently this was just some old squaw's goasip, for
Gist's journsl stetes that ~he and her Indian husband had seversl/children.

At any rate, on one.of their raidine trips :into the Virginia frontier, Bagle
Tanther found himself. a younger and more beautiful squaw. He captured her,
bringing her home to live in the same wigwam with Mary Herris., Hatters went
from bad to worse, with Yary becoming more and more jealous of the Newcomer,
Finally one morning, ¥ary awakened the Indian village with cries that her
husbund had been murdered. And cure enough, thare ¥Wngle FTeather lay, his hend
neantly parted by a tomahawk, The Newcomer hmd fled. Of course this nmade it
appear that she was the murderess, and the Indians set out in pursuit, They
recaptured her a2t s small Indian town on the banks of the Tuscarawas, some
distance above Coshocton, end from that time orn, the site of her recapture by
the Indisns became known =2s The Newcomer's Town. Was it she whose execution

was witnessed by Christopher Gist at Coshocton the day nfter Christmes in 17507
The legend relates that The Newcomer accused lary Marris of murdering her own
husband in a fit of jealousy, but liery Was clever ennugh to convince the Indians
_of her 1nnocence.¥yj@ngmrdleq° of whether or not we ‘accept this legend as theon
{orlgln of our town's name, T'd like to mike the plea that we esch ende=vor 4
jto Torm the habit of saying "nd writing New'comers town. Not only does it [
\serve to preserve the origin, but is far more distinctlive than Nowcom'erstown;}

Of course ypuiwill nll note n discrephncg here, for Gist doee nol connect the
two women din his. Journnl, and "npqrently Eesgle Feather was still among tae living
when Gist visited s rj Harris.,

The decade fram 1750 to 1760 was one of strife hetween the French nnd
fnglish, with the Ohie country constantly everrun by warring tribss. However
from captives held by the Indiens during this tiém, it has been learned that
there was a prcomer s town. About 1760, the French were driven out of this
section, the English had captured Ft., Duquesne and rensmed it Ft. Pitt, and all
the territory lying west of the Allegheniss, =nd north of the Ohio, had been
ceded to the Inglish by the French. Cepiss-ef Messages sent to Indian chiefs
by the commandnnt’at ™. Pitt were frequently addressed to Hewcomorstown, ec-
cording to copies preserved in = Journal kept by theo missiézg?} Heckewelder.

In 1761 and 62, two Moravian miseionarier, John Heckewelder end Christian
Frederick Post, cime to the Tuscaravas valley, and built a swmall cabin at
IOllV“P, where they hoped to estrblish a mission among the Indiane., However
the tribes were so hostile that thay were forced to abandon the attempt within
the verr,

In 1764, rn expedition wee sent oubt by the colonists from Philadelphin
for the purpose of punishing the Tndisns who hed continusd to wmake depredutione
211 2long the frontier, desitroying much property, and killing =nd copluring
hundreds of writer, The expedilion was under the lesdership of Col. I[enry
Boquet. e came wart by wey of FTt. Pitt, following ths urunl trnil to the
Tuscarsvas River st Folivar. EBut due to the fact that he had been warned of
very hostile Tndinn tovwns eitusted s2lang +he hanks of the river, he set out
across country to hie deestination - @eshocten, treoveling from “olivar to
Winfield, Sugsrcreek, Chili, snd Coshocton. His expedition wne large,and movad
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with military precision, eo thet the Indisns readily ncinleeced to hiis drmands

that all vhite nrironers be relersed 1o him on certzin date, 1 sanig nt
of the trives vould fellow. He had alreadv held council wilh § haads of the

various Indian nations, at Bolivsr, and hnd chosen the Jorks of the Vaskingum
s the most advantageous for handing over all prisoners. :is army =srrived

there Qot. 285, 1764, YThe Tollowing is guoted from ihe records of Col., Hfojuet:
] 3 i

"This plnce (forks of the Fuskingﬂm} wes fixed upon insteed of Vakzlomica
ns5 the most ceniral snd convenient plwce te receive the priconeres, {or the
nrincipsl Tndinn towns lay around them from saven to twenty miles distant,
sxcept the lower Shewnee town situated on the Scioto River about eighty miles,
80 that from this place the army had it’ in their power to awe all the enemies'
settlemente, and destroy their towns, if they should not punctually fulfil the
engagements they had entered into."

I wish each of you might rend from Col. Bogquet's journnl of the
arrival daily of different bands of Indians to this camp, each with = numbsr of
white prisoners. By the ninth of Wovember, most of the prisoners had arrived
that could be expected at that season, amounting to two hundred and six, be-
sides mbout one hundred more remaining in possession of the Shawanese, which thoy
promised to deliver the following spring, so the army returned to the east.
Some of the prisoners had lived among the Indians for so many years that they
grieved at parting, and in ® few instances refused to leave Indian husbrnds or
wives and return to civilization. But these instances"@de” far outnumbered
by the joyous reunions which topk place., In many cnseg, {mmilies hnd been
separated for so many years thafiidentification of loved ones wns vary difficult,
I will quote just one of these storiesc, which seemed to me the most beautiful.

"Harvey, in his History of Peunsylvanis, shys a great number of the restored
prisoners yere sent to Carlisle, Pa., and Colonel Boquet advertised for those
who hed lost children to come and reclaim them. One old woman who had lost a
child, and failing to recognize it mmong the reiurned captives, was lamenting
hor lose and wringing her hsnds, told Col. Boquet how she had ye~rs previous
sung 2 little hymn to her daughter, who was so fond of it., The colonel told
her“to eing it then, which she did as follows:

Alone, yet not mlone am I,

Though in this solitude so dresr;

I feel my Savior always nigh,

He comes my every hour to cheer,
She hed no sooner.concluded, than her long-lost daughter, who hsd failed to
know her mother by sight but remembered the hymn, rushed into her mother's arms."

David Zédsberger, in 1771 was the next white visitor. Sometime around

1760 Chief Netawstwas had moved his band of Delawerres from weetern Pennsylvenig
to the site of Hewcomerstown, amd hnd invited Zedsberger to follow, since
Netawatwes alresdy knew of the Moravian's good work among the Indisne. When
Netnwntwes made this his cwpital, he acopted the namo of King Newcomer, and it
was to this place that Zeisborger first came. Here he found the Indian village,
nearly a mile square, conteinins about one hundred log houses, muny of them
with meess.evidences of vivilization, such ms shingle ronofs, bomard floors, and
one even had a steircase. It was here th=t the first Protestant sermon to be
prenched west of the Alleghenies was delivered to the Delawsre Indians. Al the
. time my grest-grandfather bought the farm on which we now live, a largoe walnut
tree was standing in the field =hout h=lf-wey between the present site of the
railroad and the river, According to the story current at that time, Netawutwes
cnbin stood under that tree, and it was theres thet Zeigberger had preachod.

This location hasgl been confirmed hy recorde of the Morsvian Church in Bethlshem,Pa.
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¥ithin » [lew yenrs, the Delawares granted ths Yoravisns use of prrt of
their lend for = mission, seclecting =25 a sile thes Besrutiful Spring; but since
the story of Schoenbrunn and Gnadenhutten iz =lready so fomilisr to =11, T am
going to omit it here,

Tor = timo during the Revolution, the Tuscarawes bec=me knovn az the
"Bloody Velley", and it was during this time that the Vorwvian villages were
rbrndoned nnd destroyed. Shortly after thé Revelution howsver, the setilers
beg=n entoring the country west of the Allsgheniss, and the first orgrnized
offort al settlement wes undertaken =%t Worietts by a comnany of officers of the
Revolutionary Army,. They received a large'grant of l=and {rom Congress, which
was in turn divided up among the officers. They paid fer the land with warrants
which had been given them at the close of the war becaure the infent republic
had no cash with which to pay ite soldiers. Following the Kevolution, the
colonies had ceded to the new government zll their clsims to western lands.

Thig section, as far we't as the Mississippi Riwver, and north of the Ohio to

the Gre=t Lzkes became kunown as the MNorthwest Territory, and in 1787 a set of
laws, known as the lorthweet Ordinance,was drawn up to govern it. Two outstanding
features of this ordinence were that slavery was to be forever prohibited {rom
th¥s Territory, and that certdain portions of esch section were to be definitely
set aside for school use. It aplso specified that not less than three nor more
than five states were to be mndeffrom this Territory when certain requirements

as to population and territorial government had been fulfilled.

All of this locality was originally a pert of Washington County, with
the county seat at Mariettm, and came under the Revolutionary land grants.
Most of ‘Oxford Township was granted to John Bevor, who was a native of Virsinis,
end to Gen. John St=rk of Wanchester, ¥, H, HMeny of you may recall having
herrd the farms sast of us -~ Dougherty's, Vorrises, Barnett's Schlupp's,
Toodvards, etc., referred to as "Stark Patent". John Bever owned the land west
of this, Any resident of Newcomerstown, finding it necessary to have nn ab-
etract prepared today, would discover this on the front page :

thole 2nd Qr.,Twp.5, Range 3
Cont~ining 3999.8 acres
Patent
Uarch 20, 1800

John Adame, President U. S. A,
to
John Bever

By 1798, ten years =after the first settlers had reached liariett~, the
population had incteased so rapidly, that steps were taken to form a territorial
government, and by 1803, the territory was ready to become the 17th state in ths
Union. Put as the farther parts of Washington County beganto be settled, the
necessity for =ome closer governing bedy became apparent, and in 1804 'Muskingum
County, comprisinc what is now Huskingum, Vorgan, Coshocton, Tuscarawas and ¥
Stark Counties, split off from Washingten. In 1808, the division was mmde still
smiller, when Stark County =nd Tuscarewess County wore separstcly organized.

It seems hard to believe that only 138 years ago, this particular
gsection of 1snd was still uninhabited. T would like to point out first that
the childish conception which probably 211 of us have had at some tim 4 regarding
the early pioneers was wrong, The days of Indian fighting in the Tusfarawas
valley were past bhefore the white settlers cnme., Privations, swamps, malaris ,

< mosquitos mnd wild rnimals ware their endémies, but never Indiane., The first
gettler known to be here was John Nulvane, who had an mccountht a store run by
D=vid Petar at Gnndenhutten. Several squatter's families lived in cabins dotted
=bout the valley =snd rurrounéing hills, The pionecrs feared melarin and ar 2
usu2l thing built their cabine on the hills, which were heéavily wooded, David
Johuson, 2 ¥r., Sills, Deniel H-rris, snd Joseph and William Hulvane were nmong
the very e~rliecst pioneers. (ieorge Ribls, Earney Riley and John Pierce, were
hunters and since they herd not obteoined a legal right to the land on which they



were living when the owners came, were known as squattaere One squstter, whose
name mey eound fomiliar, was Nicholrs Funston, who was living on Lhe Stark
Patent prior to 1516.

In 1814, ¥Nichol=as Neighbor cmme from Uerris County, M. J., 2nd having been
pleceantly impressed with the loc=tion, purchsced 1900 acres of the original Bever
patent for himself mnd é6thers, The following vesr & colony of rbout sixty emigrants
came from New Jersey. They came in wagons, probably drawn by oxen, consuming about
four weeks in the jourmey. No shslter was available except the 2bandoned Indian.
cabine of the {ormer Nevicomerstovm, so they lived in these until their own cmbins
could be built, 'In 1816 and 17, other settlers from New Jersey followed, among them
being Miller, Tufford, Crater, @Gardner, Stouffér and Booth families,

According to one history of tho township, the first school was taught by. .
Jacob Hiller at his cabin, situnted north of the river and near the county line.

Not long afterward, Seth Hart, s stranger in the.lang, gave a term or two of school
at the Stouffer cabin, a short distance ahove where the Nugen bridge is now located.
The c¢~bin contained two ronms, and the one occupied during the .day as ths 5Cuuul
room, was used.al nicht as o bed room by the family of Mr. Stouffer. Of course
families hed to pay individually for any schooling their childrén received,

The willage.of Newcomerstowd wns formelly 1rid out in 1827, when the canal
wae budilt ., The origindT“FTEt contained 34 lots in three tisrs, two north and one
south of the can:l. Eridge Straet farmed the eastern boundary, and Cross Stregt
ran parsllel to it.. Basin( later cheiged to' Main) Street snd Cannl Stree’ts ran enst
and west, and divided the three tiers of lots in the other direction. These names
all show thet they are directly traceables to the ufnal which was .being built. atl g
that time, Names of many other qtroets however, keep the names of the early resi-

" dents before us to this day These are Neighbor, Hulvane, Goodrich, West, Nugen,
and PllllnF Strests. - ; i e

t the time the viilage waszfpunded, it conteined but one building, located
immediately south of the present depot; it had been built many years before, and was -
occupied by Nicholas Neighhor.. HE'also erscted the first siore building, where

Eritten's store is now located. ' The first merchents were Nicholas Meighbor and
Jacob Overholt, cemmencln sbout 1828 In 1830 the villa-e contsined fonr bnildings,
Ten years later, the town hed a nonllmtwwn of 270, showing the influcnce of ihe
canrl . upon its growth, 24

Picture. if you cmn, this village of Newcomerstown just one hurdred years

- ago. There were sround two hundred people, who lived in log cebhins., Probably

they had glasa in the smell windows, =nid maybe they hed rough bosrd floors. MWeals
were cooked in the fireplace, or in.the large kettles which they had brought over
the mountains in their wagons, and had hung out=of-doors. There were no worries
‘over what to cook, for provisions were scdarce, congisting of wild geme, and the
vegetnbles grown in the gardens. Each spring they boiled dowm maple sap to muke
their sugar supply for the cnminv vear. The regular visite of the canal boats
brought hlgh priced coffec and tea, molagses snd tobscco to the store. Of ceurs
they had very little ready c¢e=sh, but could take their dried penchesz » 11 1pnle:es, or
an extra hank of their own home-spun.yarn to the store and trade for a little of
these luxuries., When they killed s« heef or deer, the mant was salted.or urled. md
. the hide teaken down %o Aaron Schenk's tanysrd, which hed béen build about 1827 on
the corner of River snd Csnnl Streeta, After the hide wes properly cured, they'd
toke the lesthor to the ‘shoemaker. He'd measure their feat, sllowin: pleaty of
rooin, fer ‘thohe shoas hod to last =n entire yesr, Regul;r -nplic tiong of grease —
kept the #hoers pliable enough that they could manage to get into them on cold winter
wornings, though they were pretty stiff at first. The mothers had to keecp spinning
wool =nd knitting stockings just about all the time, for children and grown-ups had
to be supplied, Of course, after Pillings woolen mill was built about 1840, they
could take the wool there to be carded nnd gpun and dyed, =nd could even hove it



. aroven intn cloth,

At about this time too, » pottery wam established on Eesin Street, nenr
whore the railrosd now runs, Of course it was a pretty roigh kind of pottery, but
very eatisfactory, counridering that there wiere fow dishes except thos brought

from homos in the sast, or n Tow ‘very expensive oneés brought in by the cansl boate.
Pottor Fox mede mostly jugs, jars, crocks and other pieces of that sort, but many
uses were found for them; they were fiie for »ll canning., 3

A sawmill wes built by Bdmund Smith shout 1833, directly north of the canal
on Buckhorn Creek, run as usual hy.water power. The pionsers could then tzke logs and
heve lumber made. A flour mill wes built about 1836 at the west end of FEarin Straet.
Before that they hmnd had to grind their own corn and vheat, or drive long distsnces
to other mills already built.

All of you have heard the story of the murder of the Port Boy in 18235, butl
perhiaps fow of vou know that Oxford Township furnished the Tirst man to be executed
by hanging in Tuscarmwee County. A man named Johnson, who was arrested soon aflter
the post boy had been killed testified that although he was not guilty of the
murder, he hnd heard the shot and had come out of the voods just in time to catch
a fleoting glimpee of the aesnilant, He ineisted thet if he sver snw the mnn, he
would he able to identify him, The county sheriff was inclined to believe Johncon's
story, rince footprints found near the post boy's body did not fit Johnsgon's rhoes.
Accordingly, 21l the able-bodied men from the southern end of Tuscarawas County
wers cmlked to appear at New Philadelphin on a certain d=y. About 300 =ppeared
snd lined up =lon Rroadway. Johnson wrs brought out and paosed a2lon; the ranke.
After rcannins meny of the men he pointed to Tohn Funsten, saying "Thers is the
man", Funston at firet denied the crime, but after trisl and conviction, he confensed.
He was hanged at New Philadelphis, Dec. 30, 1825, Hie sister, who lived on the
Stark Patent, near where the Shalosky farm is now located, clnimed his body, which
wae buried eomewhere in the woods on that farm,

In the early days of the seltlement, the closert market for farm nroalgtqﬂqaélqz
vas Pittsburg; and the only why to tnke ﬂnythlng thers wars to drive. It wars"&
it for the pioneers, to, see some drover coming east along the road, driving
perh=ps a large flock of turkeys, a herd of cattle or hogs. Then when the drover
disposed of hie live stock perhaps in Pittsburg, but sometimes even in Philadelphin,
he hnd to return by foot or horsesbsck, carrying with him the profits of his trip.
tomiemplewt-, A5 a result, bandits frequently lay in weit in some lonely spnot, hoping
to rob the returning drover. Wany taverns were the scenes of fighte, and legands
of murders are frequont about some of thom,

Bven amusements had to travel by wagon b«ck Tn the enrly days, The circus
ceme to town, and the sanimrls walked all the way. Vg grandmother loved to tsll us
sbout the time che and her brother held up the circu( to see the elephants, Grest
Grendfather Pilling's cabin stsod in the yard juet east of where our house stands
now. At that time he hed » gnw-mill down by the river and the land north of the
present culverf was covered by the mill pond. A ecmrll plenk bridge carried the
wagon road across the mill rsce, The children hrd seen eleph-nts with circuses=
hefore, and knew that rather than risk their great weight on the small plank bridge,
the elephants would wade the mill pond. OFf course once they got in the water they
thoroughly enjoyed i?/’ﬂnd the drivers had e time getting them out. This time
Grandfather Pilling thourht he'd help the children hsve even more fun, so told
them 1o c=rry a basket of potntoes out and spremd them in the road. Then the elephents
came along thpv stopped to eat the potatees, and wouldn't budge until every last
one had been found, in spite of 21l the sngry drivers could do. So if any of your
grandparents were worried that day sbout the circus arriving late =t Newcomerstown,
it-wese all my great-grendfather's fault! ' : /
' Y

“About where the pump station now stande, a grove of wild plum trees grewv,
rnd here the circuses wouid stop =nd presnre for the grand entry, at the same



time romovins enime of the dust tley had accumul-ted rince lenving the lest atand.

The first church organizstion in the town was Lutheran, The first church
wae » brick building located on the site of Salathial Neighbor's residence today.
As T understand it, the .fme#: church was remodeled to make this house, which back
in our grandparent's day was occupied by John Rodney and his wife Ellen.

Have 'you ever notiéoed in old cemsterier the rows and rows of children's
graves? Fow parents could boast of having roarad all their children to maturity,
and countless mothers died in childbirth, Thats why so many of our grandfathers
~nd groat-grandfathers had two =nd often three or four wives, Ileny childr¢n'died
of choleraj and pneumonis, conmonly called "sinking chills", took a terriile toll of
people of all ages, Twen though thers were doctors back in the early dnys, their
cures ware simple end their supply of drugs scarce. Consequontly many a2 pioneer
family depended solely upon the mother's knowledge of home remedies, resorting to
herbs, poultices, and sven at times to charms and incantations; preferring lhero to
the doctor's hastily mixed and svil tssting powders. E

And now I'd like vou to come with me and stsnd on the high bridge over
the canal at Fridge Street, the year aboult 1860. ¥You can hear the driver swearing
nt the mules long before the boat rounds the bhend below town. The mules, two of
them, are hitched tdn@eﬁf?nn&’wﬁ??’dfﬁﬁgsﬁhe tow path on the south side of the
canrl, probably fifiy.or sixty feet ahead of the boat which eince it is bvidently
heavily laden, rides low in the water. The driver, brandishing his whip, valks close
behind the mules, seeing to it that they don't loiter. Now the boat =zpprozches. .
Its probably fifteen feot wide ond maybe four t'mes that long, nnd ihs o compact,
snug appearance, Its a fine day, and the panrengers are sitting up on top, on the
benches., The steersman is lopping lazily agsninst the tiller at the stern of the
bont, depending on the pressure of his shoulders to steer the boat ~long a proper
course while he sc2us the banks for s sight of sore of his cronies, exchanging
bantering ple=santries, or the lrtest gossip from down the canal,

; Now the boat comes to rest against the bank, and unloading of prssengers and
cargo tazkes place. GSomec of the pasrcengers remsin in their places though, cince
they are traveling farther up the canal; they spensthe time laughing at the asntice
of Crazy Dave. He's a poor fellow, rather unbalanced mentally, but entirely
harmless, who roams about lhe town., As a canal boat pulls in he likes to shout to
the passengers in a funny, singsong manner, "Crazy Dave will so cut the pigeon wing
for a copper-cent-a-button. One of the passengers laughlingly tossss down & coin
snd watches while Dave executes a quesr little jig.

All mamier of goods was shipped by way of the canal - wool, wheat, corn,
vhiskey, feathers, dried apples and peaches, sorghum molasses snd hides. And in
exchange the boets brought back cmlico, coffes, tem, half-refined sugar, nanils
and dishes., Mail wams rot carried as & usual thing, since other means of transpor-
tation were speedier. PBut ac & carrier of news and g6ssip, the boat wns unexcelled,
for it moved =lowly enough that conversation could be had at =ny point along its
route,

The canal wpe too narrow in most pleces for boats to pass, except st locks
*nd basins. Frequent fights occured there hetween boat crews to rettile the questicn
n8't 0o who should prnss through the lock firat; censequantly the man with ready fists
found it ersier to get the job. Tach lock had e tender, and almost every lock h=d
some weird story counected with it concerning this or that strange happening. A
tlack dog was reported to be seen frequently roving. about one of the locks nsar
Port Wnghiggton on dark niphts, =nd =t LTucker's'. lock = hesdless man had =ppeared.

Think ¥het excitement must have (Fshed over the people inﬁggggoméfé‘nwn
whan the following ~nnouncement appeared in the Steubsnville Vesgenger of Fay 31, 1851
"The rolite of the Steubsnville & Indisns Railrosd, nfter careful sawveys, 'he& heen
determined upon. Tte location wss decided at the lest mesting of the Ronrd of
Dirsctors. Tt leavesSteubenville through the Crosrs Creek Valley, thence by wey of

(5]



_Rérryville in Kentucky, early in October, he wos criticnlly vounded.,

Uhrichsville 10 Coashoecton," %h@ road from Steubenvills to “miork vos apensd for
troffic in April 1855, Fuh sr it -had no connections farther esst or woeth, i1 &id

not prorper, and hefore 1860 peosed into recsivership, It finelly wee merged with the
Pennsylvanin railro~d compony in 1867, by which time direct connectiong had bnen
astablished t0uh +to the erat »nd.tn the west.

Tew rtorien seem to have been keanded down, cencernin: the build:ing of the
rnilros 4, but verieus incidents during Givil War times mokes wention of it, President
Lincoln paseed through here on his way to Weehinghton ip 1861, mrking =npesrances on
the resr platform just as presidents do today,. Prs.¢ég?vﬁ%n s, whom I'm sure some of
. you nemember, liked to tell about Lincoln's train stopping at Port Washington. Ghe
was a little girl of six.or seven then, and when her mother lifted her, the presi-
dent stroked the chlld s hend..

.

Tn 1860, N wcomnratoun had n population of 577. How deeply emch f those 3
577 fhust have felt the loss of the mamy young men from here who joined the Unien
Army, At first no cwmmpany was mustered right at Newcomsrstown, but seversl were
raiged in surrounding towng,. which our men joined. They were given but a few wecks
training, and then sent into bettle. Trainlomids of “troops prsfed through here, the
men often qltt"ng or'stnndlng wn opeii flet cari. :
f (P »

In the sutumn of 1861, Crmp Véigﬂ wis established on the Dover fair Qraunds,
nnd most of the enllqted troops frow the county got »n little e»rly trndniny there.
The Fifty-first Reg1mnnt wrs organized af that plece, and compa«y C. of that rnw%:e@t .
w2s composad of Newcomerstown men. ”18% nq an nllustrwtaor of ’_g_n_ﬁn«-vr~ gt o N
given Civil Ver soldiers -, my (rancfatihe onrewgan@$ev*WI%n a CON"“ny raigecd ft
“Pprt Wanhim ton in August. 1862, _~mhe"'ftf" Tt-for a short time to & camp 2t ¥inio

Junctiog,.&nd~fW§n'sent to take part in the western chimmaigdn, where ot the battle of

-

Smwen

Altheugh the tﬁlerr'pb wagm in ure before the time of the Civil Var, it was
used cnly for important c omrun1crt10n and the ?olks ‘brck home had no way of knowing
what Wwee hgppening except from the newqpaper or henrsay, Gometimen wlewes many
waeksf #&ge they learned that loved omes had been killed or wounded, Very fazw
daily papers came to tovm, and the commen proctice wss for rome good reader lo take
the CUincinnati Enquirer as soon as it arrived, mount a box ail what 4is now the
Falitimore Corner, snd resd aloud all the news -f t@g v i—LO the crowd wlich =gsemblad
deily for this event., Liaste of compeniss engrg ,“lef}u o1 wounded, were =alvaye
ineluded in the day's news and weny people in tnat way lerrned ihat s Husband, father,
son or brother hand been killed.

Newcomerstown made & stesdy growth in populstion even during Civil War
-days, and the period following the war brought many inventions to add tn the comfort
and prosperity -of the inhabitants. Thecanal wns still the most popular thorsugh-
fare, %nd mEny a8 rnﬁurnlng soldlﬂr found srployment slomg ite banks. Although
the telegraph was alréady in uss snd talen 2e¢ rather » melter of course by the more
urbesme hali of the citizenry, still its sct 91 mocheniem woz ag wuch 2 mystery to
many, a5 television is to us tedey. They ‘Q}'QEqu f the man whe returned to
his home "‘wmy out inh the hills, nfter one of hlu very infrequent und therefore
=mazing trips to ancomnrMuown, with the renort that one of the telegraph wires
ﬂhad '‘Busted mnd there wes a bushel of messagns plled up in = hsapl”

' The C & M Railrosd wea built in 1873, and many stories are #till current
in the town sbout.the camps of Irish laborers employsd to tuild it., It's complaetion

“\yns merked by the usuel ceremony of driving the finsl spike of pold.

~
\

The more prosperous housewives had sewing mschines, =nd could turn out
wonderful crestions with yards of ruffling, basks with stays rnd dozens of butionr,
wud skirts with dust-ruffles to sweep a wide swath as one rustled har wny down the
street. Wost of the early sewing wachings mnde a chain stitch, and woe unto him who

pulled the wrong thre=d, I have n nice little picture in my mind of what must have



ocurred in tha lvr iag}%'mta time grondpe, dresssd in khic Buhday best and séated
on the fs#szzh:;r i grandms, innocantly picked up & leese end of thread
on her new merino jolonﬁ

In 1876, ncopln heard thet a man named Bell hrd invanted » telephone, =nd
though it wae &ﬂi@ﬁi tmonty verrs bhefore the Tirst one was ingtalled in this locnlity
everyone begen experimenting to g@e how the thing renlly worked. MNet oenly the
children, but =ome of the grovnups as well, tried stretching a string from the
wood shad to the outkitchen, with » tin cen fastened on e=ch end, and spent long
hours shouting to ewch other.

Buring the '80'a the precant town hall was built, and with thé coempletion
of the Opera House, real progress was mnde im the way of entﬁrﬁ‘mnmont Not only
did home t=lent ehows prosper, but various troumes of nctores, musitisne, magicilans
and minstrels, rome of whog were alroady prominent in their particular fields,madés .
stops here. ' . t

Mewcoverstown, in the lstter part of the 19th Century Thd a thriving fair
aéach falIT" Although the fair grounds were reslly situated in Coshoctoen County on
the land directly west of the corporatien line, and now ownad Wy Dr. Ges, Kistler
8till the fair belonged to Nawcomerstown. Tt wae cmlled the Gentral Olio District
Fair, and as itm nsme impliss, was really larger than any of the county fairs..

The four daye of the fair werc the high point of the vesr for_iggconnrstown eitizens
and people.came from miles 1rnu;d,4pr1n{égg tho ftmllv lunch in lerge picnic baskets
Vany a summer's hard work over g=e G : t=en was climoxed for Brandme
when her spiced pesches or ehewehow—eswe nmard%ﬁ the blue ribhon, And any girl whose
beau did not polish up pa's buggy ané take her in her new fall fJnery to see the
horse races snd side shows, had real .cnuse for complaint, for that w=s the f=shion
show of the serson,

In 1895, the Clow plant was moved here, =nd lent much impetur to the zrowth
of the population, in fact the census figures .show that it deubled in that decnde,
At the same time the industrial life of the comrmunity took on n new phnsa, for
products memnufactured before that time kad been largely sbsorbed by local demand,
and no active part had been trken in interstate and foreign trade. From that time
on, shipping of manufnctured products from Hewcowerstown has steadily incresced.

It i= not my intention here to occupy time in giving any account of the development
of our cormunity either in an industrial or =sacizl wry sgince the beginning of the
twentieth century, esince this is current knowledge. ‘It might however, be interesting
to point out that in the 90 yesr period over which United States Census figures

=re available for lewcomersiown, the grentest period of growth wee that included

in the thirty years betwean 1870 and 1900, when the population incre~sed by 237%

m% compnred wlth 193% for the thirty years preceding, and 60? for the thirty yetrs
following that period.



MY COMMUNITY AND HOW IT CAME TO BE

LOIS ZIMMER
1937

Although archeologists have definitely established that Mound
Builders once lived in this location, this fact seems of little value to
latter day residents, except to prove evemn more conclusively that as a
place for desireable homesites, the Tuscarawas valley has been inviting
since man's first arrival. Our memory of American colonial history will
verify that all this region was at one time claimed by both the French
and the English, Many historians believe that LaSalle may have been the
very first white man to discover the Tuscarawas and Muskingum rivers,
but any definite proff of his ever having been in this locality is
missing. At any rate, many French traders and voyaguers were found
living among the Ohio Indians, by English explorers who arrived at a
later date.

The English, of course, claimed all of the Ohio valley and the
tributaries through their charters, most of which granted them land ex-
tending for a stated number of miles along the Atlantie coast, and
reaching inland to the "Westerm Ocean",

The earliest record of a visit to this vicinity was made in 1750
by Christopher Gist. He was an explorer and surveyor, employed by a
conpany of Virginians, among them George Washington., This Ohio Land
Coumpany was anxious to ascertain the nature of the country beyond the
Allegheny Mountains, that they might buy land from the colonies to
found new settlements. Gist traveled westward from the viecinity of
Fort Duquesne,coming to the Tuscarawas River at the site of the present
town of Boliver. It should be mentioned just here, that this trail
became most fregquented by later explorers and pioneers, Gist records
in his journal that an Indian town called Tuscarawas, and meaning
"0ld Town" was located at thepoint where he first reached the river. He follo
He followed down the river to the junction of the Tuscarawas and
Whitewoman, which we know today as the Walhounding., He reached there
on Dec., 14, 1750. On Dec. 26, thisentry is wade in his journal,
"This day a woman that had long been a prisoner and had deserted, being
retaken and brought into town on Christmas eve was put to death in the
following manner; They carried her without the town and let her loose;
and when she attempted to run away, the persons appointed for that
purpose pursued her and struck her on the ear on the rigjit side of
the head, which bent her flat on her face to the ground. They then
struck her several times through the back with a dart to the heart;
scalped her, and threw the scalp in the air, and another ocut off
herhead. Thus the dismal spectacle lay until evening, and then Barney
Curran, (a white trader) desired leave to bury her, which he and hist
men and some of the Indians did just at dark., This evidently took place
at the present site of Coshogton,

Again in his journal, under the date of Tuesday, January 15,1751:
"We left Muskingum and went west five miles to the White Woman Creek,
on which is a small town. This white woman was taken away from New England
when she was not above ten years old by the French Indians. She is now
upward of fifty; has an Indian Husband and several children. Her name is
Mary Harris. She still remembers that they used to be very religious in
New England; and wonders how the white man can be so wicked as she has
seen them in these woods."

(Newocomerstown was incorporated in 1827

i



Any of you who have driven frow Coshoeton to Mt. Vernon, will recall
having seen a boulder at the side of the pavement not far from
Walhounding, marking the site of White Woman's Town, These two entries
in Gist's Journal furnish the most authentie basis for the legend
regarding the name of Newcomerstown. Probably all of you are familiar
with the story, bué J.ULf)Epeat it, for the sake of continuity of my own
story, and because it is undoubtedly the earlies account of the

Yeternal triangle” in this locality.

Eagle Feather, the chief whose wife was Mary Harris, became tired
of her, One account says that in spite of the fact that he brought her
home the finest meats for food, and the finest skins for clething, she
didn'*t have any papooses for him, But evidently this was just some
old squaw's gossip, for Gist's journal states that she and her Indian
husband had vereral children. At any rate, on one of their raiding trips
into the Virginia frontier, Eagle Feather found himself a younger and
more beautiful squaw. He captured her, bringing her howme to live in the
same wigwam with Mary Harris. Matters weint from bad to worse, with
Mary becoming more and more jealous of the Newcomer, Finally one
morning, Mary awakened the Indian village with cries that her husband had
been murdered. And sure enough, there Eagle Feather lay, his head neatly
parted by a tomahawk. The Newcomer had fled. Of course this made it
appear that she was the murderess, and the Indians set out im pursuit.
They recaptured her at a small Indian town on the banks of the
Tuscaragas, some distance abaove Coshocton, and from that time on, the
sige of her recapture by the Indians became known as The Newcomer's Town.

Was it she whose execution was witnessed by Christopher Gist at Coshocton
the day after Christmas in 17509 The legend relates that the Newcomer
accused Mary Harris of murdering her own husband in a fit of jealousy,
but Mary was clever enough to convince the Indians of her innocences.

O0f course you will all note a discrepancy here, for Gist does not connect
the two women im his journal, and apparently Eagle Feather was still
amoung the‘living when Gist visited Msry Harris.

Regardless -0f whether or not we accipt this legend as the origin of
our town's name, I'd like to make the plea that we endeavor to form
the habit of saying and writing New'comerstown. Not only does it serve to
preserve the origin, but is far wmore distinctive than Newcoméerstiown.

The decade from 1750 to 1760 was one of strife between the French
and English; with the Ohio country constantly everrun by warring tribes.
However, from captives held by the Indians during this time, it has been
learned that there was a Newcomer's town, About 1760, the French were
driven out of this section, the English had captured Ft. Duquesne and
re-named 1t Ft, Pitt., and all the territory lying west of the
Alleghenies, and north of the Ohio, had been ceeded to the English by
the French: Messages sent to Indian chiefs by the commandant at Ft. Pitt
- were frequently addressed to Newcomerstown, according to copies
preserved in a Journal kept by the missionary Heskewelder,

In 1761 and 62, two Moravian missionaries, John Heckewelder and
Christian Frederick Post, came to the Tuscarawas valley, and buiot a
small cabin at Bolivar, where they hoped to establish a misdion among
the Indians. However the tribes were s0 hostile that they were forced
to abandon the attempt within the year,



David Zeisberger, in 1771, was the next white visitor. Sometime
around 1760 Chief Netawatwas had moved his band of Delawares from western
Pennsylvania to the site of Newcowmerstown, and had invited Zeisberger to
follow, since Netawatwes already knew of the Moravian's good work among
the Indians. When Netawatwes made this his capital, he adopted the name
of King Newcomer, and it was to this place that Zeisberger first cama,
Here he found the Indian village, nearly a mile square containing about
one hundred log houses, many of them with evidences of civilization, sucha
as shingle roofs, board floors, and one even had a staircase. It was here
that the first Protestant sermon to be preached west of the Alleghenies was
delivered to the Delaware Indians., At the time my great-grandfather
bought the farm on which we now live, a large walnut tree was standing in
the field about half-way between the present site of the railroad and the
river. According to the story current at that time, Netawatwes' cabin
stood unbr that tree, and it was there that Zeisberger had preached. This
location has been confirmed by records of the Morivan Church in
Bethlehem, Pa,

Within a few years, the delawares granted the Moravians use of part
of theilr land for a mission, selecting as a site the Beautiful Spring;
but since the story of Schoenbrunn and Gnadenhutten is already so
familiar to all, I am going to omit it here.

For a time during the Revolution, the Tuscarawas became Lknown as
the "Bloedy Valley", and it was during this time that the Moravian
villages were abandoned and destroyed, Shortly after the Revolution, however,
the settlers began entering the country west of the Alleghenies, and
the first organized effort at sedélement was undertaken at Marietta by
a company of officers of the Revolutionary Army. They rec#ived a large
grant of land from Congress, which was in turn divided up among the
officers, They paid for the land with warrants which had been given
them at the close of the war because the infant republic had no cash
with which to pay its soldiers.. Following the Revolution, the colonies
had ceded to the new government all their claims to western lands.
This seetion, as far as the Misgissippi River, and north of the Ohio
to the Great Lakes became kunown as the Northwest Territory, and in 1787
a seit of laws, known as the Northwest Ordinance was drawn up to govern it.
Two outstanding features of this ordinance were that slavery was to be
forever prohibited from the Territory, and that certain portions of esach
section were to be definitely set aside for school use. It also
specified that not less than three nor more than five states were to™
be made from this Territory when certain requirements as to population
and territorial government had been fulfilled.

All of this locality was originally a part of Wahington Cgunty,
with the county seat at Marietta, and came under the Revclutionary land
grants, Most of Oxford Township was granted to John Bever, who was
a native of Verginia, and to Gen. John Stark of Manchester, N,H..
. Many of you may recall having heard the farms east of us-Dougherty's,
Morrises, Barnett's, Schlupp's, Woodwards, eto.,, referred io as
“Stark Patent”. John Bever owned the land west of this. Any resilideat
- 0f Newcomerstown, finding it necessary to have and abstract prepared
today, would discover this on the front page:

to Containj/ing 3999.8 acres
‘Patent
March 20, 1800

John Adams, President U.S.A, Whole 2n§,Qr.,Twp.5,Range 3

John Bever



By 1798, ten years after the first settlers had reached Marietta,
the population had increased so rapidly, that steps were itaken to form a
territorial government, and by 1803, the territory was ready to become the
17t gtate in the Union. But as the farther part of Washington County
began to be settled, the necessity for some closer governing body became
apparent, Coshocton, Tuscarawas and Stark counties, split off from
Washington., In 1808, the division was made still smaller, when Stark County
and Tuscarawas County were separately organized.

It seems hard to beleive that only 138 years ago, this particular section
of land was still uninhabited. I would like to point out first that
the childish conception which probably all of us have had at some time,
regarding the early pioneers was wrong. The days of Indian fighting in the
Tuscarawas valley were past before the white ssétlers ocame. Privations,
swamps, malaria, mosquitos and wild animals were their enemies, but never
Indians., The first settler known to be here was John Mulvane, who had an
account at a store run by David Peter at Gmnadenhutten. Several sdygatters
families lived in cabins dotted about the valley and surrounding hills.
The pioneers feared malaria and as a usual thing built their cabins on
the hills, which were heavily wooded. David Johnson, a Mr. Sills, Daniel
Harris, and Joseph and William Mulvane were among the very earliest
ploneers. George Bible, Barney Riley and John Pierce, were hunters and
since they had not obtained a legal right te the land on which they were
living when the owners aame, were known as squatters. One squatter, whose
name may sound familiar, was Nicholas Funston, who was living on the Stark
Patent prior to 1816.

In 1814, Nicholas Neighbor came from Morris County, N.J. and having been
Pleasantly impressed with the location, purchased 1900 acres of the
original Bever patent for himself and others. The following year a colony of
bout sixty emigrants came from New Jersey. They came in wagons, pregbably
drawn by exen, consuming about four weeks in their journey. No shelter
was available except the abandoned Indian cabins of the former
Newcomerstown, so they lived in these until their own cabins could be built,
In 1816 and 17, other settlers from New Jersey followed, among them being
Crater, Miller, Tufford, Gardner, Stouffer and Booth families.

Accoiding,to one hastory of the township, the first school was taught
by Jacob Milder at his cabin, situated north of the river and near the
county line. Not long afterward, Seth Hart, a stranger in the land, gave
a term or two of school at the Stouffer cabin, a short distance above where
the Nugen bridge is now located. The cabin contained twoc rooms, and the
one occupied during the day as the school room, was used at night as a
bed room by the family of Mr. Stouffer. 0f course families had to pay
individually for any schooling their children received.

The village of Newcomerstown was formally leid out in 1827, when the
canal was built. The original plat contained 34 lots in three tiers, two
north and one south of the camal:; Bridge Street formed the eastern
boundary, and Cross Street ran parallel to it. Basin(later changed to Main)
‘Street and Canal Streets ranm east and west, and divided the three tiers of
lots in the other direction. These names all show that they are directly
traceable to the Canal which was being built at that time, Names of many
other streets however, keep the names of the early residents beSore us to
this day. These are Neighbor, Mulvane, Goodrich, West, Nugen, and Pilling
Streets.



At hhig time the village was founded, it contained but one building,
located iWmediately south of the present depot; it had been built many years
before, and was occupied by Nicholas Neighbor. He also erected the first
store building, where Britten's store is now located., The first merchants
were Nicholas Neighbor and Jacob Overholt, commencing about 1828, 1In 1830
the village contained four buildings. Ten years later, the town had a
population of 270, showing the influence of the canal up its growth,

Picture if you can, this village of Newcomerstown just one hundred
yeares ago. There were around two hundred people who lived in log cabinms.
Probably they had glass in the small windows, and maybe they had rough
board floors. Meals were cooked in the fireplace, or in the large kettles
which they had brought over the mountains in their wagons, and had hung
out-of-doors. There were no worries over what to cook, for provisions
vere 'scarce, consisting of wild game, and the vegetabbes grown in their
gardens, Each spring they boiled down maple sap to make their sugar supply
for the coming year. The regudar visits of the canal hoats brought
high-priced coffee and tea, molasses and tobacco to the store. Of course
they had very little ready cash, but could take their dried peaches and
apples, or an extra hank of their own home-spun yarn to the store and trade
for a few of these luxuries. When they killed a beef or deer, the meat was
salted or dried, and the hide taken down to Aaren Schenk's tanyard, which
had been built about 1827 on the corner of River and Canal Streets. After
the hide was properly cured, they'd take the leather to the shoemaker., He'd
measuredtheir feet, allowing plenty of room, for those shoes had to last an
entire year. Regular applications of grease kept the shoes pliable enough
that they could manage to get into them on cold winter mornings, though
they were pretty stiff at first, The mothers had to keep spiuning wool
and knitting stockings about all the time, for children and grown-ups
had to be supplied. Of course, after Pillings woolen mill was built
about 1840, they could take the wool there to be carded and spun and dyed,
and could even have it woven into cloth.

At about this time, too, a pottery was established on Basin Street, (Main)
near where the railroad now runs. O0f course it was a pretty rough kind @6
pottery; but very satisfactory, considering that there were few dishes
except those brought from homes in the east, oBrvery expensive ones brought
in by the canal boats. Potter Fox made mostly jugs, jars, crocks and other
pleces of the sord, but many uses were found for them: they were fine for
canning,

A sawmill was built by Edmund Smith about 1833, directly north of the
canal on Buckhorn Creek, run as usual by water power. The pioneers could
then take logs and have lumber made., A flour mill was built about 1836
at the west end of Basin Street. Before they had had to grind their own
corn and wheat, or drive long distances to other mwmills already built,

All of you have heard the story of the murder of the Post Boy in 1825,
but perhaps few know that Oxford Township furnished the first man to be
executed by hanging in Tuscarawas County. A ‘man named Johnson, who was
arrested soon after the post boy had been killed; testified that although
he was not guilty of the murder, he had heard the shot and had come out of
the woods just in time to catch a fleeting glimpse of the assailant,

He insisted that if he ever saw the man, he would be able to identify him,
The county sheriff was inclined to beleive Johnson's story, since foot-
prints found near the post boy's body did not fit Johnson's shoes.
Accordingly, all the able-bodied men frowm the southern end of Tuscarawas
County were called to appear at New Philadelphia on & certain day.
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About 300 appeared and lined up along Broadway. Johnson was brought out
‘and passed along the ranks. After scanning many of the men he péinted to
John Funston, saying "There is the man®, Funstion at first denied the crime,
but after trial and conviction, he confessed. He was hanged at New Phida-
deophia, Dec. 30, 1825. His sister, who lived on the Stark Patent, near
where the Shalesky farm is now located, claimed his body, which was buried
somewhere in the woods on the farm,

In the early days of the settlement, the closest market for farm
products was Pittsburg; and the only way to take anything there was to
drive. It was not usual for the piomeers to see some drover coming east
along the road, driving perhaps a large flock of turkeys, a herd of cattle
or hogs. Then when the drover disposed of his live stock perhaps in
Pittsburg, but sometimés in Philadelphia, he had to return by foét #fr
horseback, carrying with him the profits of his trip, As a result, bandits
frequently lay in wait on some lonely spot, hoping to rob the returning
drover. Many taverns were the scenes of fights, and legends of murders
are frequent about some of them.

Even amusements had to travel by wagon back in the early days. The
circus came to town, and the animals walked all the way. My grandmother
loved to tell us about the time she and her brother held up the circud teo
see the elephants, Great Grandfather Pilling's cabin stood in the yaad
just east of where our house stands new. At that time he had a saw~mill down
by the river and the land north of the present culvert was covered by the
mill pond. A small plank bridge carried the wagon road across the mill race.
The children had seen elephants with circuses before, and kmew that rather
than risk their great weight on the small plank bridge; the elephants
would wade the mill pond. Of course once they got in the water they
thoroughly enjoyed it, and the drivers had a time getting them out. This
time Grandfather Pilling thought he'd help the‘children have even more fun,
s0o told them to carry a basket of potatoes out and spread them in the road.
When the elephants came along they stopped to eat the potatoes, and
wouldn't budge until every last one had been found, in spite of all the
angry drivers could do. So if any of your grandparents were worried that
day about the circus arriving late at Newcomerstown, it was all my gredt-—
grandfather's fault!

About where the pump station now stands, a grove of wild plum trees
grew, and here the circuses would stop and prepare for the grand entry,
at the same time removing some of the dust they had accumulated since
leaving the last stand.

The first church organization in the town was Luthern. The first church
was a bridk building located on the site of Salathial Neighbor's
residence today., As I understand it, the church was remodeled to make this
house, which back in our grandparents day was occupied by John Rodney and
his wife Ellen.

Have you ever noticed in the 0ld cemetaries the rows and rows of

" children's graves? Few parents could boast of having reared all their
children to mwaturity, and countless mothers died in childbirth. Thats why
80 many of our grandfathers and great-grandfiathers had two and often three
or four wives, Many childremn died of cholera; and pneumonia, commonly
called "singing chills",took a terrible toll of people of all ages. Even
though there were dootors back in the early days, their cures were simple
and their supply of drugs scarce, Consegquently many a pioneer family
depended soley upon the mother's knowledge of home remedies, resorting to
herbs, poultices, and even at times to charms and incantations; preferring
these to the doctor's hastily mixed and evil tasting powders.
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And now 1I'd like you to come with me and stand on the high bridge
over the canal at Bridge Street, the year about 1860. You can hear the
driver swearing at the mules long before the boat rounds the bend below
town, The wmules, two of them, are hitched tandem to the tow rope , and
walk along the tow path on the south side of the canal, probably fifty or sixt)
feet ahead of the boat which since it is evidently heavily laden, rides
low in the water. The driver, brandishing his whip, walks close behind
the miles, seeing to it that they don't loiter, Now the boat approaches,
Itys probably fifteen feet wide and maybe four times that long, and has a
compact, snug appearance, It's a fine day, and the passengers are sitting
up on  the top, on the benches. The steersman is lopping lazily against
the tiller at the stern of the boat, depending on the pressure of his
shoulders to steer the boat along & proper course while he scans the banks
for a sight of some of his oronies, exchanging bantering pleasantries, or the
latest gossip from down the canal.

Now the boat comes to rest against the bank, and unloading of passengers
and cargo take place. Some of the passengers remain in their places
though, since they are traveling farther up the canal; they spend Bhe time
laughing at the antics of Crazy Dave. He's a poer fellow, rather unbalanced
mentally, but entirely harmless, who roams around town, As a canal boat
pullsin he likes to shout to hhe passengers in a funny, singsong wanner,
"Crazy Dave will so cut the pigeon wing for a copper=cent-a-~button.” One
of the passengers laughingly tosses down a coin and watches while Dave
executes a queer little jig.

All wanner of goods were shipped by way of the canal-wool, wheat, corn,
whisky, feathers, dried apples and peaches, sorghum molasses and hides,
and in exchange the boats brought back calico, coffee, tea, half-refined
sugar, nails, and dishes., Mail was not carried as a usual thing, sinece
other means of transportation were speedier. But as & carrier of news and
gossip, the boat was unexcelled, for it moved slowly enough that
conversation could be had at any point along it's route.

The canal was too narrow in most places for boats to pass, except at
locks and basins. Frequent fights occured there between boat crews to
settle the question as to who should pass through the lock first; conse-
quently the man with ready fists found it easier to get the job. Each
lock had a tinder, and almost every lock had some weird story connected with
it concerning this or that strange happening. A black dog was reported to be
seen frequently roving about one 0of the locks near Port Waashington on dark
nights, and at Tucker's lock a headless man had appeared.d

- Think what excitement must have rushed over the people in Newcomerstown
when the following announcement appeared in the Stubenville Messenger of
May 31, 1851, "The route of the Stubenville & Indiana Railroad, after
careful surveys, has been determined upon. Its location was decided at
the last meeting of the Board of Directors. It leaves Steubenville
through the Cross Creek Valley; thence by way of Urichsville to Ckishocton."
‘The road from Steubenville to Newark was opened for traffic in April 1855,
But as it had no connections farther east or west, it did not prosper, and
before 1860 passed into receivership. It finally was merged with the
Pennsylvania railroad company in 1867, by which time direct counections had
been establiished both to the east and to the west.
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.- Few stories seem to have been handed down, concerning the building of
the railroad, but various incidents during the €Civil War times make mention
of it, President Linceln passed through here on his way to Washington in
1861 making appearances on the rear platform just as presidents do today.
Mrs, Mary E. Dent, whom I'm sure some of you remember, liked to tall about
Lincoln's train stopping at Port Washington. She was a little girl of six
or seven then, and when her mother lifted her, the president stroked the
child's head. . :

Into 1860, Newcomerstown had a population of 577. How deeply each of
those 577 must have felt the loss of many young men from here who joined
the Union. Axrmy, At first no comppnj was mustered riéght at Neweomerstown,
but several were raised in surrounding towns, which our men joined., They
were given but a few weeks training, and then sent into battle. Train-loads
passed through here, the men ofiten sitting or standing in open flat cars,

In the autumn of 1861, Camp Meigs was established on the Dover fair
grounds, and most of the enlisted troops from the country got a little
early training there. The Fifty-first Regiment was organized at that place,
and company C of that regiment was composed of Newcomerstown men, (Just as
a.n illustration of the short training given the Civil VWar soldiers-my
Grandfather Moore enlisted with & company raised at Port Washington in August
1862, ‘“Théy were sent for a short time to a campat Mingo Jumction, and then
sent to take part in the western campaign, where at the battle of
Perryville in Kentucky, early in October, he was critically wounded,

Although the telegraph was in use before the time of the Civil War, it
was used only for important communications, and the folks back home had no
way ofknowing what was happening except from the newspapers or heresay.
Sometimes wany weeks passed before they learned that loved ones had been
killed or wounded. Very few daily papers came to town, and the common
practice was for some good reader to take the Cincinnati Enquirer as soon
as it arrived, wount a box at what is now the Baltimore corner, and read
aloud all the news of the war to the crowd which assembled daily for this
event. Lists of companies engaged, names of killed or wounded, were
always included in the day's news and many people in that way learned that
a husband, father, son, or brother had been killed.

Newcomerstown made a steady growth in population even during the Civil
War days, and the period following the war brought many inventions teo add
"to the comfort and prosperity of the inhabitants. The canda was still the
wost popular throughfare, and many a returaing soldier foudd employment
along its banks, Although the télegraph was already in use¢ and taken as
rather a matter of course by the more urbane half of the c¢itizenry, still
its aétuzl mechanism was as much a wmystery to many, as television i1s to us
today. They enjoyed telling of the man who returned to his home 'way out
in the hills, after one of his very ingrequent and therefore amazing trips to
Newcomerstown, with the report that one of the telegraph wires "had busted
and there was a bushel of messages piled up in a heap":
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The C & M Railroad was built in 1873, and many stories are still current
in the town about the camps of Irish laborexrs employed to buil it. 1It's
completion was marked by the usual ceremony of driving the final spike of gold,

The more prosperous housewives had sewing machines, and could turn out
vonderful creations with yards of ruffling, basks with stays and dozens
of buttons, and skirts with dust-ruffling to sweep & wide swath as one rustled
her way down the street. Most of the early sewing machines made a chain
stitch, and woe unto him who pulled the wrong thread. I have made axmhaim
Bxitehy a mdce little piciure in my mind of what wmust have occured in the
parlor about the time grandpa, dressed in his Sunday ‘best and seated on the
hair cloth sofa courting grandma, innocently picked up a loose thread on her
new merino polonaise.

In 1876, people heard that a man named Bell had invented a telephone and
though it was a full twenty years before the first one was instalded imn this
locality, everyone began eéxperimenting to see how the thing really worked.
Not only the children, but some of the grownups as well, tried stretching
a string from the wood shed to the outkitchen, with a tin can fastened on
each end, and spent long hours shouting to each other,

During the '80's the present town hall was built; and with the
gompletion of the Opera House, real progress was made on the way of enter-
ToslmumikyT Not only did home talent shows prosper, but various troupes of
aclhers, musicians, magicians, and wminstrels, some of whom wére already
prominent in their particular fields, made stops here.

Newcomerstown, in the latter part of the 19' Century, had a thriving
fair each fall. Although the fair grounds were really situated in
Coshocton County (on the land directly west of the corporation line,
and owned by Dr. Geo., Kistler) still the fair belongeéd to Newcomerstown.
It was called the Central Ohio District Fair, and as its name implies, was
really larger than any of the county fairs., The four days of the fair were
the high point of the year for Newcomerstown citizens and people came from
miles around bringing the family lunch in large picnic baskets, Many a
sumner's hard work over the hot kitchen stove was climaxed for Grandma
when her spiced peaches or marble cake was awarded the blue ribbon. And
any girl whose beau did not polish up pa's buggy and take her in her new
fall finery to see the horse races and side show, had real cause for
complaint, for that was the fashion show of the season,

In 1895, the Clow pdant was moved here, and lent much impetus to ghe
growth of the population, in fact the census figure shows that it doubled
in that decade. At the same time the d@Rdustrial life of the community
took on & new phase, for products manufactured before that time had been
largely absorbed by local demand, and no active part had been taken in
interstate and foreign trade. From that time on, shipping of manufactured
products from Newcomerstown has steadily increased. It is not my intention
here to occupy time in giving any account of the development of our
community either in an industrial or social way sincé the beginning of the
twentieth century, since this is current knowledge. It might however, be
interesting to point out that in the 90 year period over which the United
States Census figures are availabd2 for Newcomerstown, the greatesti period
of growth was that included in the thirty years between 1870 and 1900, when
the population increased by 23% as compared with 193% for the thirty years
preceding, and 60% for the thirty years following that period.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAW PF TJE CENSHES
WABHINGTON

October 1, 1937

Miss Lois Zimmer,
Newcomerstown, Ohio

Dear Madam:

In compliance with your recent request, there is given
below the total population of Newcomerstown in Tuscarawas
county, Ohio, according to the Federal Decennial Censuses #iff
1850 to 1930, inclusive.

10304 e s esnnanennnnssh,265
1920, cc0cecssssssessdy’389
19105 « s o nvenvomesiies 23943
1900, o556 spmvine % s 2wty 859
18905+ o 4 8%A S stw i afe o 1251
18804 i ciav o s s evimainvs 926
18705 i’ ons vk st nninnw 491
186055 wiwe 53 5w o8 o w 1T

L850 550 4wt s # Sauis s H70
EBYUOD: o o v npaiv animoieioee @0

Very Truly Yours,

Leon E. Truesdell,
Chief Statistician for Population
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In 1766, an expedition was sent out by the colonists from Phila-
delphia for the purpose of punishing the Indians who had continued to
make depredations all along the frontier, destroying much property, and
killing and capturing hundreds @8 white. The expedition was under the
leadership of Col. Henry Boquet. He came west by way of Ft, Pitt,
following the usual trail to the Tuscarawas River at Bolivar. But due
to the fact that he had been warned of very hostile Indian towns situated
along the banks of the river, he set out across country to his destination-
Coshocton, traveling from Bolivar to Winfield, Sugarcreek, Chili and
Coshoeton, His expedition was large, and moved with military precision,
s0 that the Indians readily acggiesced to his demands that all white
prisoners be released to him on'a eertain date, or punishmwent of the
tribes would follow. He had already hedd council with the heads of
the various Indian nations, at Bolivar, and had chosen the forks of
the Muskingum as the most advantageous for handing over all prisoners.
His army arrived there Oct., 25, 1764, The following is quoted from
records fo Col. Boquet:

“"This place (forks of the Muskingum) was fixed upon instead of
Wakatomica as the most central and convenient place te receive the
prisoners, for the principal Indian towns lay around them from seven
to twenty miles distant, except thé lower Shawnee town situated on
the Scéioto River about eighty miles, so that from this place the army
had it in their power to awe all the enemies' settlements, and destroy
their towns, if they should not punctually fulfill the engagements they
had entered into."

I wish each of you might read from Co. Boquet's journal of the
arrival daily of different bands of Indians to this camp, each whih
a number of white prisoners., By the ninth of November, most of the
prisonarshad arrived that could be expected at that season, amounting
t¢0 two hundred and six, besides about one hundred more remainingién
posséssion of the Shawanese, which they promised to deliver the
following spring, so the army retuwmed to the east. Some of the
prisoners had lived among the Indians for so many years that they
grieved at parting, and in a few instances refused to leave the
Indian husbands or wives and return to civilization. But these
instances were, far outnumbered by the joyous reunions which took place,
In many cessmg families had been separated for so many years that
identification of loved ones was very difficult, I will gquote just
one of these storiws, which seemed to me the most beautiful,

"Harvey, in his History of Pennsylvania, says a great number of the
restored prisoners were sent to Carisle, Pa., and Colonel Boquet
advertised for those who had lost children to come and reclaim them,
One old woman who had lost a child, and failing to recognize 1t among
the returned captives, was lamenting her loss, and wringing her hands,
told Col. Boquet how she had years previous sung a little hymn to he
daughter, who was so fond of it. The colonel told her to sing it to
_ them, which she did as follows: i

Alone, yet not alone am I,

Though in this solitude so drear;

I feel my Savior always nigh,

He comes my every hour to cheer,
She had no sooner concluded, than her long-lost daughter, who had
failed to know her mother by sight but remembered the hymn, rushed
bmbp Ber ppthers arms."



Lois Craig -- June 15, 1967

%I wandered today to the hills, Maggie, to watch the scene below

The creek and the crasking old mill, Maggie, as we used to long ago.

The green gpove is gone from the hill, Maggle, where first the daisies sprung
Let us sing of the days that are gone, Maggie, when you and I were young."

I hope my unorthodox beginning hasn’t left you as badly shaken up zs it did my
sister wnen I told her I was planning to begin by singinge.

*But aren't you afraid you'll get a reputation?® she asked.

That sort of shook me up, and I said, "What do you mean, "“reputation®?

*Wellf~maybe reputation isn't the right word,® she answered, "1 guess what I
mean is that people will begin thinking you're some sort of a character.®

And then I realized she ha.l visions of my becoming a feminine Joseph K. Hali.
Actually, I don't think either of us ever saw Joe Hall, but like everyone else réisgq
in Newcomerstown we'd heard all about him. And when you come right down to it, youg
realize that Joe's very queerness earned him more lasting fame than more nob;Q acts
of lots of other people who have tried harder.

I hope youtll forgive me for reading this, for it's much too easy-to get carried
away with my subject if I just talke In fact I've been somewhal carrked away with it
ever since Bea asked me months ago. And what I've finally come up with after a great
deal of thinking, note-taking, reading, and listening to my mother's reminiscences is
not really a history of Newcomerstown but rather what I'm going to call #A Highly
Personalized Chapter of the Ohio Story.%

To me there is nothing more tiresome than history which is mere dates. It's people
and the little-unimportant inciaents with which their lives were filled at a specific
time which gives dutes luster and make them memorable.

On New Year's Day because I had nothing to do and no one to do it with, I bundled
up in my hiking togs and wandered to the hill ézself. I cut ocut across our field to
the viaduct and-up onto the hill along the new U.S. 36 and on thraugh the cut below
the reservoir. ™ In general it was the same route which we kids and our Dad used to walk
almost every Sunday afternoon in pre-automobile dayse. #nd I'll tell you, when you

#watch the scene below® today, yo1 realize there's a lot more gone than the green grove
and the daisies. And all of 2 sudden you're aware that now you and I are that remember-

ing generation and there's so very much to be recalled.
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One of the greatest hazards in historical research is that you get so earried away
with reading that you forget what it was you wanted to find out in the first place,
and I have that trouble with county histories, I consulted three different ones in
writing this and 1f I'd taken time then to mark various paragraphs to read to you now,
this would have been far more interesting. As it was, I wasted hours trying to locate
them and never did succeed.

There's this, however, from an 1870 Atlas which affords a proper introduction:
f0xford Township first comprised the territory now in Oxford, Perry and Washingtom, and
the south parts of Salem, Clay and Rushe. An election at its formation was ordered at
the house of John Beamers. Among the early ploneers were the Plerces, Runstons, Rileys,
Carrs and Nicholas Neighbor; the latter came from N. J. in 1814 and bought 1900 acres
of lands Returning home in the fall, the next spring he led out a company of 60 emi-
grants to his tlaim, Among these colonists were the families of Williem, David, Leonard
and Nicholas Neighbor and that of John Welsh.

The Neighbors had clearings along a road south of the Panhandle RR and from their
number and association, the settlement was named Neighbortown until 1827 when Neighbor
laid out and named it New Comerstown. The second quarter, Twpe. 5, Range 3, entered in
1800 by John Bezver was sold by him to Godfrey Haga, Presley Neville and Zacheus Biggs.

In Oxfoed Twp. north of the Tuscarawas was the first capital of the DelawaresSse.
They abandoned~their capital and another tribe taking possession, called it New Comers-
town. Judge Neighbor was the first postmaster appointed in 1815 and took the name for
nils new town. =

George Bible was an early settler and a notable hunter....The first tavgfn kept
on the old road- had Andrew Creter for host. Dr. Upson was the earliest physician, and
AAron Schenck started the first tannery. The first justice of the peace was James
Douglass, appointed Auge. 11, 1808; tnen John Call; Geerge Bible; Robert Coplqg;

Joseph Wampler and Paul Sheridan,

John Junkins kept a public house at his home in 1808 and David Douglas ran a ferry

across the river as early as 1809 since this was the date on record when license i

required. The.-County Commissioners had held their tirsl mseting at New Phila in

April 1808.
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The first preacher was Parker Williams, a circuit rider who held meetings at dif-
ferent houses according to appointment. He was present at the execution of John Hinston,
murderer of the postboy.

In 1823 Schenck started shoemaking,and tanning in 1327, School was kept at set-
tlers' cabins till as late as 1830. Judge Neighbor erected the first dwelling in the
vicinity of the telegraph tower and the first store -~ the latter a brick, on the
southeast corner of Main St. west of the Marietta RR. The first storekeepers were the
firm of Overholt and Neighbor. In 1836, Nugen, Minnich and Everett were merchants and
at this date, Jdesse Burr and the Mulvaines started a store.

Before I go on with my ®Personalized Chapter®, I'd like to rucommend five books
to you -=- all by the same author =- Conrad Richter. One you may already have read
when it was serialized in the Saturday ZEvening Post or have seen on TV as adapted by
Walt Disney. Called "The Eight in the Forest™ it's a story of a captive white boy's
reluctant parting from his adoptive Indian parents when Col. Boquet made the trip to
Coshocton in 1764 to reclaim the captives Indians had stolen from the colonies to the
saste It describes thelr return along the Tuscarawas River; how unhappy the boy was
back with his real family in Pennsylvania; and his return to the Indian village on a
high bank along an unnamed river. Surely the author had Newcomerstown in mind for at
least part of his story.

Even more valuable are Richter'!s four other books dealiny with Ohios The first
three areo called "The Trees," "The Fie<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>