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· By Loil Zimmer Craig 
On Dec. 20, 1871 the following ac-

co q n t a 1ppeared in THE 
NEWCOMERSTOWN VISlll'OR: 

''GONE DOWl'<f - Last Weclnea-
day was~ evenUuI day. In the mor-
ning a canal boat loaded with ore for 
Massillon sank on the short level 
near Trenton (today it's called 
Tuscarawas) and on the same day a 
candy peddler met with con-
siderable loss at Lock No. 17. He left 
his.teaJQ sta~ing OD the tow1ng "th 
in front of ·MP. ·Kinsey's ~·and 
went in to sell 1~ a blD of goods. 
Imagine IUs surprise when he came 
out to get the goods at finding bl8 
team~ wagon in tbe m:iddle of the 
'raging canawl1 m about 6 feet of 
watf!I'. '1'be liorJl9 ·waJ .unhitched •and 
swam out~ tlie wagon was p!J)lecJ 
out with tbe aid bf1~ rope. The cahdy 
was•gone down. . 

"And on the .. day our Mend 
D.B. Moore l~ J.E>. 1Laligbead wbo 
were dtlvfng a three-year-old colt, 
came ver.y near meetiq with a 
serious accJdent attbe race near'the 

woolen factory of Mr. James Pilling 
of Newcomerstown. 'llbe colt 
became frightened at the water and 
began to shy off and l'8D off the side 
of the narrow bridge across tbe•race. 
taking wagon, 4ftvers and all. 'lbe 
wagon was cotudderably broken, but 
no other damage was done. Why 
don't the authorities see to having 
side nlltng·on all bridges?" 

Now, more than 100 years later, it 
is dilflcult to imagine just how the 
8fta ea:at Of the town w~ Jame. 
Pilling ~ted 'botb a woOJea fac-
tory and a sawmill really lookl!d. 
.t~ a few days &JO ·a bulldozer 
obliterated the laat vestige ~ the 
millpond which once utendecl nor.th 
Of tbe 1State Road. The area which 
~ jpldngly called PiDhlsvtUe 
iuaow marted1by ,the house bullt1by 
Pilling, lby the office of Dr. DaVid 
1Bootb ~by Riverside MaDOI' Nurs-
ing and Care Center. 

All thaUs left of the millrace•fs ·the 
depre.ton on the south side of •East 
State st.' fadng the driveway of 

Riverside Manor. A llilDBJr ~. 
sion on the north side of the meet. 
W88 visible until a few years agi 
when comtruCtion of the ~ 
center's driveway resulted ~ 
stratgMening the creek - identifieo 
on early mapa as Bee Tree Gut 4"· 
and filling the adjoining area. 

1 
•' When James PiDfng brought hf4. 

family to ()fllo in 18'1, a ~· 
sawmill already was ID exlahk 1 down near ~ river on the land fJi!r' 
fiad bought. Jt• 1JU powered by I~ 
waterwbe'el erected near the moutli 
of the creek. A dike built With tbS" 
help of a horse-drawn ~p ~ 
slrengtbened the ·banks of the creelr;, 
and created a millrace. Water nOt' 
needed to turn the .mac;lbineryt_. 
diverted to tbe ''borrow ptt" ~ 
soon came.to be called thH nmj!OrML· 
A narrow bridge of planks carried 
the State Road over the millrace and ' 
another bridge cros8ed the stream<1 

carrying the overflow from the 
panel. 

James 'Pilling was ~truly one 1of 

N.-w.comerstown"1 •trarly e 
trew"enean. FTirst 811COUDtered by 
- (Jf 08 in OUll high a1scbool 
8c0nomi~ classes, that wotd' .. ~one 
Qf~li TV~· favonte, 
When they refer to captQlns. of tn-
dlistry. 

Bora in 111b3' at Ra~,'ilt&n­
~ jEngland. PUllng r~ 
woiku a boy'ln a woolen mill, attep. 
ding 'llfgbt acbqol•fOJ' lbUt!edueatloo. 
Be 8li4 bfs 1roomm,ate~ am. 
~their way to tile u;s, on·a 
aaDtng ship m.en·be •111. w•·a 
few years be was ~·the Amt· 
ty ·woolen Mill at Red$>ne, Pai, 
Where be met '8d i.qJUTied Sarah 
~ . . ' 

Somettine,beforedlo he walked.to 
stedenvllle, wl¥t'e· .11;, bOugb* the 
farm east ot Newcomerstown at a . 
receiver's sale and by the •time hQ 
and Sallie came to Ohio they bad 
four little girls-Anoe, wbo .became 
•Mts. Conrad· S~ker of Port 
Wasbtngton; ~ (Mrs. Frank 
Uttle) of Birmiqgbam; Ellen ('Mrs. 

·~ 

l 
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Geol.Je Graham) and Sabrina (·MrJ~ 
Georg! Beneker-) the latter. .tWo of 
DenDidOn. 

The·colaple lost tbl'ee tnf$lt,s:after 
their arrival ln Ohio, but in 1847 a 
daugllter, ·~; survived. She 
became Mrs~ I;>avid B. Moore and 
eventually, my· grandmother, 

·In, 1845 Thomas ·Benton, whose 
wife Rebecca was Sallie- Pillfng's 
siSter-, brought liis family ·to 
Newco~ and11wm¢ into gan. 
nershtp wftJJ. PUllng Operation of the 
woolen factory which be bad1builton 
the bani above the river. And wb~ 
the Pillings•finally had a son 1bom.in 
1850 be was namedlBenJGJJ Pilling. 

Both the isawmill ·and~the woolen 
factory were pn)Sperous enterprises 
for many Yeat'l!I.· 1;be sawmill far 
pr-e-dated a drculill\ SiaW, but work-
ed! instead with a ~tt blade 
which swished· up .00 down tllrougb 
logs~ •many of whicbill.adlbeen cut by 
ear-Jy settlers fartbeJt up the river. in 
exchange for whiskey, and1 floated 
down1 the1~ Lumber for many 
of ·the town's early houses was pro-
duced~ there and a story handed 
down1 in out family concerns the 
housewarming, somethne, around 
1880 when P-i)Jing*s own, new house 
was completed. It was in the deaCI of 
winter and all the windows tn the 
house were tightly closed agaibst-the 
cold. Friends from town bad brought 
along the band. The ,party nd doubt 
was rowdy, the ·band played loudly, 
and the next •Y a numlfer of'crack-
ed windows were discovered, ap-
parently shattered by the noise. 

Just when the sawpilll ceased 
operation 1' not known, but there ts a 
definite date for that of the woolen 
factory- May 11, 1879. This ts an ex-
cerpt of the newspaper account 

westbound I~ of tJie, P.C.& St. 
Railroad neared• fiewcom~ tile train lf88 cut intp three divisio 
with1 the object of making a 
switch at the beginning of tile lo 
side-track between the ceme 
and the residtlDce of Mr. Kenyon j 
• of town, when "oldl Jiilun: 
PWing- as be ts fJm11!ary known 
was as QSUal walking on ·the tra 
from his residence to this pla 
stepped out of ttie way of the 
and. second dtvistons, 1lllowing ~· 
to pass; then being somewhaf d 
ctent in hearing aµd. not kno 
that another section was coming, 
again stepped' to the track, @.bd ~ 
calls of the brakeman being of 
avail, was struck by the qioving 
and burled from the track, cutting 
fearful gull in bls bead, and fra, 
Ing the skull. 

He was hum. 'ecily placeC;l in~a _ 
~d brought to the Comme 
Hotel where bis wounds were . 
~ by Im. Beers, aftu which he w. 
removed to• bls residence. His 
juries1 were pronounced to be of 
dangerous cbara~. and 
libger-fng unW about M o'clock 
Sunday, death released him fro" 
the extreme suffering he ~ 
undergone, although the ol 
gentleman' was apparently w 
consciowi of what was going o 
aro1,1Dd him from the time of the a 
ctdent." • 

In 1880 my grandparents, David 
and Maria Pilling Moore, who h8 
operated the Lone Star Hotel i 
Newcomerstown on the site of td 
present Huntington Banlt buildin( 
bought the farm and moved to th 
Pilling home. Eventually th 
building housing the woolen factor; 
was moved across the road to 



WOMEN®toN ~s 
That ; t Feb 19'/tL 
~nhandling. Takes On . 
rn Touch These Days I 

By Lois Zimmer 
N, assistant cashier of the First National bank 
comerstown, is still a little puzzled over his en-
with what he considers the latest thing in pan-
an figure is that the g.entleman had been brought 
iat old adage about the Lord helping those who 

.;.-

1 when he en~ 
ie was neatly; 
ng three small 
in~ the win-
;helman stood, 
three parcels 

Ie in front of 
ired, "Are you 

nan answered. 
1hier,'' he con-

~an answered 

2.re you?" he 
casperation. 
e banker was 
impatient, too, 
?stion himself. 
lo you want?'.' 
ster, it's like 
wer. 'l"ve got 
, got milk, and 
:ers,'' pointing 
e spoke. "Now 
, do is assure 
~staurant next 
1y her for do-
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Lois Zini1ner By-~ine To Leave 
Rank$ of Repository 'Regulai:s' 

4Feature Writer Leaves Job 
To Become Bride of 
Cambridge Doctor 

ELSEWHERE in this newspaper 
you'll find articles carrying 

a by-line which has become fa-
miliar to tens of thousands of Re-
pository readers: ... By LOIS ZIM-
MER." 

But with this issue, Miss Zim-
mer's byline will disappear from · 
the ranks of the "regµlars." For 
she ls resigning from The Re-
pository editorial staff to become 
the bride of Dr. C. A. Craig, Cam-
bridge physician. 

Miss Zimmer, daughter of Mrs. 
Albert Zimmer of Newcomers-
town, and Dr. Craig, Guernsey 
county representative in the Ohio 
legislature, plan to be married 
late in February. 

-:• 
:.u~lWBER of our news staff Miss Lois Zimmer 

since February, 1940, Miss Zim- From Her Friend•: Belt Wilhes 
mer entere~ newspaper work be- tory invited her to take a reg-
eause she liked it. ular place on the writing staff. 

During her eight years with She accepted on the condition 
us she handled assignments which that she was to be regarded as a 
few newspaper people can 'equal reporter and not as a woman's 
in volume, variety and interest, page writer, , I 

After completing public school This arrangement prevailed 
courses in her native Newcomers.:: dtging .her eight years with us. 
town, and after graduating from Sh~ wrote about all of the many 
Ohio State University, she ~et out things which require the attention 
to be a "schoolmarm." She taught of the newspaper in the course of 
one· year in Newcomerstown and its daily publication. 
two years in Tuscaravyas High -.- . 
school. ' DURING THE WAR when so 

-.- many of The Repository!s male 
BUT TEACHING was ncit to her reporters were away at war she 

liking. Among ' other accom- literally "doubled in brass" on 
plishments, she had studied sten- assignments seldom directed to 
ographytand typing. So she gave feminine writers. 
up her school position to take up An ability' to make stories both 
1ecretarial .WOl"K, . Jactual and fascinating has 

Creative writing interested her marked he.r work. Her S~day 
and her reportorial mind saw women'!! section column, "Of This 
many opportunities for stories in and That," bad a widespread fol-
the country around Newcomers- loWing. 
town. • In closing her desk to beco~e 

She wrote several of these on a physician's wife, Miss Zimm'er 
a free lance basis first for the ls bidding farewell to a full-time 
Columous D~atch and then for newspaper caree,!'. But ijie proin-
The Repository-. . ises she'll be wf!ting ir~ lance 

-:- storli!s DOVf an-a then for, IDhe. Re-'. 
BERt STORIES were so g,ood ~oidtory.. 

tliat early iii il.940 The Reposi-. 



SI NG : 11 I \...'Ci.ndered today to the hill , Ma rrgie, to watch the :!l cene bel ow 
The creek, and the creaking o l d mi ll, Magui e , ao we Ufil ed to , l ong a o . 
The reen grove io one from the hill Mag i e , where firot the dai oi e o prdn~ 
Let uo oing of the dayo that a r e gone, Ma ggie, when you and I wer e youn • 11 

• -I-) on the piano Nf;- ; 
A'!J a child when Mama played that/and Uncle Burreoo oangl) I vioua lized Maggie ao a 
\·thi te-haired tottery old rady, and the oin er eo a bewl<i':Jkered old &entl emerr who 
walked with a cane. They were the oame coup l e, I was oure , ao that involved 
in another oon u of the oame period: 

11 Pl.At on your old g ray bonnet with the b l ue ribbons on it 
While I hitch old Dobbin· to the chai a e 
And throu rrh the fieldc of clover we 1ll dri ve up to Dover ,... a,/ J ~"' 
On Ot.1.,r olden weddin,.g_ day ~· ~ 

4
,... :J,µp-:-71/ Y . _ , ,J1 ~1 •J. 

• bit-- u --'-'""'""' - "- ,· I' , -~ ) v ~ &J. • 
Now I didn't intend t d leave you a ll ohookfup with ouch an unorthodox / 

berrinning for a opeech • .t"but I just wanted to emphaoize the fact tha t all of a oudden 
\Pott: ~rJ J , "!!' Ff ctt*nt i Qcz :i:'l:lf r cm.'lifbLtt hlF' 11L e8 •. 
~a ;l!! ]'0'1 1

' i 11 Hy? iB We ~aa0 liii .ift fi\• £; 11 '4ii':C:i5sc yefl' :s::::thm:e 1s & treaeriaou~ 
~ J 119 e f±'A9 ;el _e 1 r •g t•, 1 dw e , 
~ 

we euraelveo ere that remembering g eneration •. And when you 1re livin in the oame 
houoe in which you were born maybe six decades or more a co, there ' s a tremendouo lot of 
rememberi11 ,... to be done •. 

Not all folko do their rememberinv well, however. Take thio a c an 
example: There 1 o a omall' tombotone up in our attic with the name Dore Thompoon on it •. 
Buij_t.' d ~If t<1-Y a memorial to my otep-r reat-grandmother 1 o fore;etfulneoo • She \'tao, 
in 'ta'eY &i/e1rs 01' iny r randmother and her ciotero, a ochem*5--n .e: youn P' 1·tidoi'I who beguiled my 
reat-' end ether Pilling into marriag e. Not lonrr after ohe and her tNo half'- ,.,..ro 'rm 

children mo ed into the home which had been motherleoo ever oince my yreat- r randmother 
Sallie Pilling, died in 1855, ohe prevailed on her new huaband to buy a ~botone for 
a third child of hero who had died in infancy. But by the time the purchace wao ~ck , 
...,. : µra·..a, che 1d lo ot oi ""ht of 1·1here the baby uao buried. So we otill have the tombotone •. 

fut no w to f'" et back to wanderin 11 today to the hill, Ma cr,..ie. 11 On NeH Year 1 o 
Day becauoe I had n o thin "' elo e to do and ohekin the 1966 cobweb out o f my brain Deemed 
like a r ood idea , I wandered to the hill rnyoelf. I cut out acrooo our field to the viaduct 
and up onto the hill throu r"h the big new cut beloH the re ervoir, and I 1 U telr you, 
when you "wa tch the o cene below11 you realize "the t; reen - rov e" i n 1t the only thin r 
that 1 one. 

If it were•t for our white hou e ittinrr over there on the river bank where 
it'o been for more than a hundred yearc,. I 1d have had trouble '- ettin · my bearin.:;c •. It ' s 
hard for me to believe, and I 1m cure it 1o almoat impoooible for moot of yow to realize, 
that ; _ ao recently ac 1930 Pilling Street wao juat the ravel road which led 
to the -nu en brigP' e after it came acro oo the railroad at Ste\·1art1 o cro:rnin and meandered 
up what we now call Maple St. From :Maple St. north, it wa juot a eandy l~ne bordered 
with fenceo over which bitter weet clambered and raopberriec; twined. And at certain 
oeacon in the rich lbamy oil we 1d find wild otra1·1berriec or m..i ohroomo . 



·v 

I 1t-e always enjoyed tryin~ to visualize how some particular spot 
must h ave looked, away beck in the days before any of our ancestors came into 
this country end began adapting it to their idea of civilization •. We. in this 
section of' Ohio ere lucky for there's e welll..known author who hes conducted a 
greet deal o f research olll'J that subject end hes written it an· down for us • . Fbr 
fear you,,may not have discovered his books, I 1d like to tell you about them;-. 
~bile they 1re fictional end exact geographical spots are not identified~ except 
-rn one volume, they are a general description of this area. 

The author is Conrad Richter and if vo1~ like historical Jc 
novels, hurry to the library end get these books • 

..aam:a:-: - ~ - rs Three of them, sometimes published as a trilogy, are 
11 'I'ne Trees, 11 11 'I'ne Fields 11 end 11 The Town, 11 and the first picks up the 1i ttle 
family of emigrants es it follows the trail through western Pennsylvania end 
into the vast ocean of trees which was then Ohio. 'I'ne nextfollows their 
oro gress es they establish a cl~erin~ end begin to acquire neighbors, and the 
third traces the creation of the state government. Just recently Mr. Richter 
published a fourth book in the series that answers a ques~ion left dangling by 
the earlier three -- 11 What happened to the little drl 'JUio was stolen by the 

Indians ?
11 

That one is celled ••••. a ~-lc11;, Clc.uri11;;~~?:-'l,_...'-rt:.-..l::!Z,.~-t.-4.-v·'-""~" 
att the fifth book is the one that involves this-ve~;-:r~a~ 

celled 11 Light in the Forest11 end it was first ru as e ser.i..§.1. in the ...S att.lrda¥ 
Evening Post where some of you may have read it. It 1 rr the story of a captive ) 
white boy's partin.e; from hie Indian adoptive parents at the time Ool •. Bouquet 
made the trio to Oo~hocton to reclaim the Indian prisoners in 1764 {?) a.a. 
!t describes their leavin~ the ~pment at Welhoilding end returnin~ eastward 
along the 'fuscarewas. • 1 a a lii~lso was produced on television by Walt Disney. 
And the references it makes to the boy's Indian home in a Delaware village 
always make me wonder if it wasn't right where we live, . for at the time David 
Zeieberger came into the valley, the Delaware capital was located on the ground 
which Icy" Great Grandfather Pilling bought. In fact a walnut tree still standing 
at that time was said to have been the one under which Chief Netawatwes cabin ~ 

l/, ~ when Zeisberger stood in front of it one day in March,. 1774 and preached 
Vd.1,v.~ .. the frrst Protestant sermon west of the Allegheny Mountains. Of 

course t,het •ffiH!IMBE~ there 1s .,a lapae of 66 years between those dates and 
when I was a child I 1d have doubted the connection, . but now ~~!Dl-;;::811!9rreJr:;W1!9 

· · all of a sudden, 66 years sounds like a relatively 
short span of time • . So maybe that we e the same black walnut tree,. for they say 
trees cut when the virgin forest was cleared often measuredr. five< feet or mo.re in- t 

1 
diameter. , J /} , S ....._ ~ "--<-""- ~c,/',, '1 e - ab-C:-0-4- _..""" ' _ t ,_£ , 

i'hJl'lr-;:i:=te=ti;:a:t:::blfeJ~t,o-~'\1v=<:werntl'e%;:fi~.:ted&YJ--ttr"th""'e -a-rc..-
li ed up on the 

I 
through i un 1 I could 1 ok d wn on the atckh rn valley if 1d been . lit 
more prop lv, dress d, , I 1 have , ompleteil e circl by co · ng 
down on No t Oo lle .e Ste at and hii¥e w laatl the ong we. be ck home In teed, 
I turned ba and e od or a lon time . lodiing d wn o our own val ·ey 
marvelling t how y anges ha co about just i e the days wh rr. brother-a J 

end ~ ou~n~~.;a~ ~ t~ every Sunday. 

I? :t believer I 1m pe i((f'ectly safe in saying that the river ~ the 
railroa~cm our house a ~1;1..c±.ically :.the cnly thi11gs. ~a·:i:o:1~ and the sad old 
NU gen house l ·ractically the only things visib~t wnulrl have been there~ 
l©O years agoo / It's a U ttle herd to realize thet~back when we gr.aduated from. 
high school Pilling St., as such, wasn't there~. .r.:> Up until the mid-1920s 
it was just a gravel road, _. dusty in summer and nuady in winter that led from the 1 • 
bridge lie. the GMtfSJ -e.f., Haple-S.treat....wb.~a.-io~w:i\n aeeu.:l>s a ~ealc ~ "'14~ 

_'"',..,.91:1" turned to the right and meandered over the railroad at Stewart's crossing ./~~.,.~ 

b ~~ !.tcvfl, 
~---.. <I a.r,d ~· . .J 



~~..P~~ ~ ~~~(.,~ ~ 
67 ~ ~~ ~~~ ,,J:Ap .. 

I __p • . f# ¥~ . ~ 
It's sort of :fun to have som~hin personal to h~/tes on.·. , 

example, it's easy to remember that the Sta.tbenville and Indiana Railroad 
was constructed through our vapey in 185~· x ~ that's the year that Sally ~' 
Pilling died,. and her <hltlgnt younFest daughter, Maria, who became my 
Grandmothe=-,, used ·to telll how she and her little brother Benton,, who was 

~ o~1 were over to a cabin at the foot of the hill ' where their aunt,, 
~- iived, and on the way they saw the construction gang buildinit the railroad •. 

In nuch the same way I can place the date when our river bridge 
the iron one which was replaced by the new Rt. 21 bridge a few years ago -- was 
built. That was the summer my mother was n~ne veers old and at her birthday 
party she and some of her best friends ran down into the corner of the field 
next to where the bridge was being built, to play on the steel girders llying 
there on the ground.. The play ended when her mother went and rounded her up,1! 
reminding her that was no way for a hostess to behave •. She's going to be 911 
·, l?!hl!e next 'l\.tesday, so you can do your own arithmetic about the bridge. 

Even though I ..,,as asked to talk on the history of Newcomerstown,. I 
refuse to j fi:_nd i/t difficult}° dwell' too nuch on the orde~ly sequence of 
events or spe51ifi~ates concerni?1$t the development of the communi tv. \ I 1d N' ... ~ 
rather enumera-te some of the happenings \ ~ ~ 

You hear a lot,! these days, about the difficulties of operating rlJ ~ 
three-generation households •. fut I 'mi sure something very wonderful went out \JI: .... 
of life when three-generation households went out of style. Probably I'd hav e:: 
missed that rewarding experience,, had my parents gone to housekeeping by them-
selves immediately a~er their marriage •. Instead thev were still livinF with my 
mot r.r.'~y.az:enta one 1PQ11Jin~in May · 
w ~~ ~six~e old and my Grandfather Moore fell dead of 
apop Such families have a contiunity between generations which sur;::..e~ly~----"-7 
can never be achieved where parents and g+andperents live separately. /OJ.rs 
ween 't the only house in our neighborhood either, sheltering three g~tions •. 

There was Smith's,. down at the corner by the bridge where my 
dearest non-relatives lived. Grandpa Smith died when I was seven but GrandDJ111 
Smith lived on with Aunt Sadie aB<LlJ~cJEb~lvj.n Sperling and their son Walter, 
along with Aunt Jessie Smith wh~ry Starker •. Grandma Smith had been 
Elmira Nugen, one of the deaghters of CO?-. Robert Nugen who had come to Newcomerstown.-
in the early days 9f the canal •. Nothing makes me madder, these days,. than to 
see references to -rnrl r itbo Us a ca 11 Nugant11 Streat (Nugen spelled with a T) and 
nothing makes me sadder than to pass what now rem.aims of that once lovely old 
house which '9' has a miserable junkyard in the baok and a filling station in· 
the front. It's that cross the stree:t ans;i slightly to the we~t of 
Stoffer 1s Restaurant.. /~ 

Let me describe it as I it best • . It isn't even located now 
where it used to be •. It sat in the middle of a lawn surrounded by maple trees 
with a smooth flagstone walk leading ~out to what later came to be known as 
Pilling Street •. Only the main section of the house remains. Once,. to the right 
of it was a one-storied ell housing the living r wher~ ~ -cbeery grate fire - ~ 
burned beneath the mantel, ont# ~f brass Chinese .gongs _CJJ.::::l; 

_ ~ ~ and ..., 
on the wa111 was a cuckoo clock, performing regularly on the hour and the hal~-hour •. ~ 
Above the sitting room was the low attic called11 the long room,.'' cosy even on thee 
coldest days and :fltll of an aged, nusty odor that was constantly stirred as Aunt 
Sadie yielded to 'fI13' 7 I q' pleas for more scrape for dollclothes •. Downstairs,. 
opening off the living room was the dining room with a corner cupboard where an 
inexhaustible supply of gingersnaps could be found on the bottom shelf •. And 
back of that was the kitchen where there was a low .e cookstove that had a 
little shelf in front with a grating where the red coals winked.. The thing I 
remember best about the kitchen is the candy that Aunt Sadie would make at the 





~~ 
slightest hint; •. I 1d love to know 
now how she made .•. It was a chocolate b:rl ttle which ehe 1d pour nut 
onto a pie pan which she 1d buttered generously and sprinkled with walnuts. I 
for1?ot to mention there was a walnut tree in the aide yard.. My own grandmot,herr 

Well} there I go wandering a £ain, . when all , I started out to do 
was extoll the virtues of homes with grandmothers in them 

who was considerably you·n.P.:er and 
whom we called. MBMoore was always· too energetic for a~ernoon naps, but Grandma 
Smith took here regularly and I remember tiptoing with Aunt Sadie through har 
room +,o get to the hall1 for our frequent trine upstairs to the long room.. That 
stairway is still"there but. lees lovel!y than I remembered it with its white ~~ 

~
leers and balluetere and - deep brown . walnut rail • . ~1;.&the :::7'iii'P 

, ont of +.he house was the parlor with a lovely qoor '-n• a ru rved fr~e,, ~ "RlluJ2_ 
· ~ rved rosewood chairs with haircloth seats that s ?ratched rig~ugh Iey" 

panties. . ~ ~ . ' )-(...-<..~ ~ · . 
Oh yea, , and Grandma S th was a lady in the refined sense of the 

word; I never saw her dn housework. Instead,. she sat. alll day. by the side of 
the fireplace,.reading or knitting •. And much of her knitting turned out to be 
lace for mv afore-mentioned under,e;arments. 

So real did our grandmother's stories become that it sometimes 
seemed diffirult for us to believe we hadn't been there ourselves. \'/hen her 
father came to Ohio ~ n 18~ bringing his wife and their four little girls --
Anne,, Ellen,, Sabina and Rebecca-- it climaxed a plan he 1d set in motion the 
previous year when he 1d 
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NEWCOMERSTOWN, OHIO 

HISTORY 

-

Newcomerstown is situated in Tuscarawas County, and first was a 
Delaware Indian Village called 11Gekelamukpechunk," which in 1764, 
under Chief Netawatowes, became the Delaware capital. 

The earliest visit here by a white man (Christopher Gist) was in 
1750. In the Gist journal it tells what must have been an example 
of the "eternal triangle" and how Newcomerstown got its name. Chief 
Eagle Feather became tired of his wife, Mary Harris, who as a child 
had been abducted by the Indian raiders. While on one of the tribe's 
raiding trips to Virginia, he captured a younger and more beautiful 
squaw. Mary Harris was jealous of the "Newcomer," as she was called. 
Then one morning the Indian Village was aroused by the cries of Mary 
Harris that her husband, Chief Eagle Feather, had been murdered and 
that the "Newcomer" had fled. She was pursued and recaptured and 
thereafter this settlement was known as "Newcomerstown." 

Newcomerstown was laid out in 1827 and contained 34 lots in the 
original plot. There was one building here at that time, occupied 
by Nicholas Neighbor, who founded the settlement in 1814. He later 
built the first store building, which was operated by him and Jacob 
Overhold. By 1830 there were four buildings. By 1840 the population 
was 270; by 1860, 577. Aaron Schenk's tanning yards were built about 
1827. In 1840 Filling's Woolen Mill was established; in 1833, a 
sawmill, by Edmund Smith, and in 1836, a flour mill, Closest market 
for farm produce was Pittsburgh. The canal was built in 1827, and 
by 1860 the traffic on the canal was at its height. Each lock had 
a tender and nearly every lock had a strange story connected with 
it - it was an interesting period in the life of the young community 
of Newcomerstown. 

On May 31, 1851, it was announced that the route of the Steubenville-
Indiana Railroad would extend from Steubenville through Uhrichsville 
and Newcomerstown to Coshocton. It opened for traffic in April, 
1855, but before 1860 it had gone into receivership. In 1861 it was 
merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad. Greatest of all events 
connected with the railroad was in 1861, when President Lincoln 
passed through on his way to Washington, making a personal appearance 
on the rear platform of the train just as is done today. During the 
1880 1 s the town hall was built, which brought many prominent actors 
and musicians to the town. 

In the latter part of the 19th Century, Newcomerstown instituted 
what became a thriving fair each fall. Newcomerstown has been 
called the cradle of Protestantism west of the Allegheny Mountains. 
The first Protestant sermon was delivered to assembled Delawares 
at noon on March 14, 1771, by Rev. David Zeisberger. That event of 
lasting importance is commemorated by a monument that stands on the 
East side of Pilling Street. 

Newcomerstown is located about 100 miles south of Cleveland, 100 miles 
east of Columbus, 100 miles north of Marietta, and 100 miles west of 
Pittsburgh. 



Prepared by the Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce Development 
Department. 

List of Industrial EmEloyers in Newcomerstown, Ohio. 

Alchrome Products Company 

Baker Machine Shop 

Brode, The w. M. Company 

Buss Burial Vaults 

Byrd Ambulance Service 

Canned Milk Products 

Davis Gun & Machine Shop 

Foundation Equipment Corp. 

General Electric Company 

General Tire & Rubber Company 

Globe Specialties, Inc. 

Goshen Brick Company 

Groovfold Enterprises Corp. 

Groovfold Fabricators 

Geq ui_p Corp. 

31st Corp. 

Heller Tool-Division Wallace-Murray Corp. -

Herco Tool Company 

Industrial Tool Grinding Service . 

Jackson Tool Company 

Kurz-Kasch, Inc. 

Newcomerstown Truck Stop & Motel 

Precision Automatic, Inc. 

Wentz Concrete & Supply, Inc. 

Elizabeth Street 

222 S. River St. 

100 Elizabeth St. 

605 w. State St. 

E. Main st., Ext. 

Rt. #3. 
Rear 130 E, Main St. 

100 Elizabeth St. 

Newport Street 

Pilling Street 

237 w. Canal St. 

Rt. #3. 
1050 w. State St. 

1050 w. State st. 

1050 w. State st. 

1050 w. State st. 

Heller Drive 

213 w. Canal st. 

132 River Street 

102 E. State st. 

199 E. State st. 

Rt. #1. 
225 Ray st. 

Rt. #3. 
The above employers furnish employment for our people with an annual 
payroll in excess of nine million dollars. This is important to our 
growth and survival, so let us appreciate and respect the industry 
that is in our community. 

T. D. Addy, President 
Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce 



Ap1n in his Joumal~ under the «ate ot 'l'ueadq 11 January l.S,l?Sl.t 
•we lett Mu1k1ngum ant vent. wen tiY• miles to the White Woman Creek, on 
Which 1• a llDall i:own. Thie wh1t• woman was taken awa.i trom New Englan4 
lth•J.l ,she waa not above ten year., tl4 by the Frenoh Inbana. She 1a now 
u~ of t1t'7Jbal an h41an hueband and eev,,..al. oh114l'en.Her name 1• 
Kary Hanie,Sht n111 remember• that tht7 uae4 to be yer'j rellgloul in 
New lnglan4&an4 von4ers how the white man OM be ao Wicked as she ha• aeen 
them 1n these wooda.• 
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,, 
4bout 300 appear-e4 and line~ ~P along ll'0-4....,. .. Johnton 1'a• bro~t out 
arM1 paate4 along ~ ran]ta. Atte,. Hanning 111a117 ot the men lit ro!n,e4 to 
John Funeton,eqlns •There ls th• 1'18n•· l'un1to11 at t1ret 4en1• the or1me. 
but after trial u4 Gotm.ot1on.b.9 oont•••e4. Be wae J:lancd at Jfew Ph1J.a.. 
4elpl:d.a, Deo.3Cl;l,82,S,, H1a •1•ter,who 11"4 on the Bwk Pat•nt.ne.,-~ 
.._ 8halo•k1 ta. l.a now looated,ola1M4 bl• bocty,whloh va.1 b\U'1e4 ••,.. 
'Where tn the voo41 on that f&J'lll, 

In th• •~11' 4af• ot the ae,tlement.the olo•••• market ro? tara 
pl'Otuot• va• P1t1:•~l an4 the On11.Y"7 to take an,..thing there Wal tq 
4,,1n, It vaa not4-'1• tor the p1on•er• to aee •ome 4ronr coming •••-t 
altftl "11• roa4,trS.nns perhapa a large tlook ot tultbr••• herd of o8'•1• or hoe•· ~n wbn the arover a1 .. po1e4 ot b1a l1Te etook peiifi;ap1 in Pitteb\lft, 
bat 1011et1ae1 1n ~la4elph1a, lle ba4 to "ftttJ\ 1- too' OP horee'baok, 
oaft71ns With~' tht 1>r0tit•.ot bl• '1'~p. A• a n•'1l.t.~U'•· .t~equenti,. 
lat la waitJ on aoiSe l.oiltT ep0t,hop1ng tQ rob the returning 4ro.er. llanT 
taTtrD• were. th• •o•ne• ot :t1ghta,an4 legends ot 11U1'4er• are trequent 
about •o•_ar. tli••· 

- , "1:hn ama1et1aent1 haul "° bawl bJ "agon back 1n th• •.x'l..J ,.,,. 'Th• _ 
e1ff'11• out ii() town. and the animal• walkel all the vq. M7 IJ'"1tdilothel(1 

lOYe4 to tell ua about the time •he and her bl-othe:r held up 'h• o1:rcite 't;frJ 
••• tht elephanta. Grea' <h-an4ta'ther P1ll1ng1• oab1n •ioo4 ln the 1art J•*' 
•a•1; ot where ov hou•• •tah48 now. ' ' 'hat t1m• be bact a -.w.m1ll lawa b •l» M'W•~ ani the 1an4 nottt~ ~t the ~••n• oulnrt wa• OOTttr•4 1V th• •U 
ponJ. A •mall plck bridge 08"'1•4 t'M wagon rMtA aorioee tht' ~ll r~e~ JVbe· 
th114ren Md ••en the •lephant• with e1rou••• 'betoN,&nd kn•• bt at•t~l' 
than rl•k •belr gHat wt.1gh' on the -11 plank b:r14p, '11• •l•l>hf4• 
woul.4 wad• the 11111 pon4. Ot oom-•• onoe the:r go-t 1n the water th67 
tbltouahb tnJ01•• lt1an4 th• 4r1ve:ra ba4 a t11Q s••t1ng them out. "'1* Ume 
~athe!' PllUng thought .he'« help ._he oh114:ren ba1'e even aore 'fM•'° 
toU the• to oany a 'ba.•ke' ot Potato•• out ~ •PZ-••4 th•• in 'h• r~An 
Wh.n the elephant• o....- along '1le7 •tpppe4 to eat the potatoe1,ldl4 wo 1 t 
wtge antll •Y•l'I la•t one bad 1>9,ri toun4,1n •llit.e Qt all the attF7 clri~e 
eoul.4 4o. Bo 1t an7 ot rour araMPara•nt• w•i-e . ....,eLtiaat «*1 al»oui '119 
t1Nu• .wi-1.USS la'' at Jf•wo••ra11owri,1t Wf!• all. m1 peat-aran4tath•r'• 
taultf ' 

About Where the PUllP atation now •'an4a,a 8')9o•e or ~114 pltaa ~·· 
~•,an« here th• olrou1e• would atop an4 prepare tor the grand entri,at 
t:tit\ am• '1•• reaQ?lng eome ot the 4uat th9' ha4 -..sownu1at•4 e1noe l•aY11'8' 
the 1a1t atan4. · 

!'he t1r•' ohm-eh organ1zation 1n th• town va• Luthern. The t1r•• 
ohuroh vae a brlok bu1141ng looated on the e1te ot Salatb1al Selghbor'• 
real4eao• todq. A• I un4eretana !\,the ohuroh waa J-•mc4eled to make th1a 
houee,vhtob baok 1n our sran4parenta cta7 wae oooup1e4 bf John Ro4ne7 anA 
h1• Wif'• Ellen. 

.. Raft 7ou ever not1oe4 ln the old oemttar1ea the rows an4 row• ot 
oh114l'tn • • gra•••' Few paren'a could boae·t ct having rearttd all their 
eh1J.4l.tn to matUJ'S.t)', and oountleaa mother• dled 1n oh114b1rth, 'l'ha~• Wh1 
•o man7 ot our grandfather• and gl'eat-grandtather• ha4 two and otten tllr•• 
oi- tour wine. Ma117 children 41•4 ot cbolera1 and pneumon1a.oommonl.7 
oalle4 '•1nk1ng oh1llett,took a tetti'ble toll or people ot au age.-. Even 
though there were dootora baok in the earl.7 aa,e,1:he1r ourea wel'e elmpl• 
an4 their •upplJ ot drugs aoaro•. Consequently JDaD7 a pioneer tam1ly 
4eptftde4 acle7 upon the mothe~1 • ltn4vle4ge or home reme41ee,reatri1nll to 
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heJ!l'b1,poQJ.tloea,and even at t1mes to oharln• an4 1ncantat1ons;pret•ni1ns 
th••• -to the 4ootor•s haet1q mxed. and enl taet1ng powders. 

Ant now i•a like ;you to- 0GD1e wit~ mt1 •mt •1:and on the high bi'1dge 
over 'the OanaJ. ·at BJ"14ge Btreet,'the re• al>o\lt 1860. You -ean b.ea the 
4ri'f'ft" •w•arins at the mule• 1oq btto:re the 'boat route th• ben4 below 
town .. 'l'h:e mule•.two ·ot 1:hem,ai-e tutohe4 'an4em to tht iow rope,and walk 
along the tow path on ·the south side or the oaa.al1probabl7 f1tty or e1xtr 
t••'fl abed. ot th•. boat ;~hioh •1nce 1t 1a evt.4entl7 hea.S.17 la4•n,r1de• l9w 
1n th• vateP. The 4J'ivo-,brandlehing hle WhS.p,valk• oloae behind ~he mulea, 
IHibg~te it 1ihat the7 don-'t 1o1t•r• JfOW tbe boat a.,pJ"OOMI~ Xtie 
PJ'Qba'bl.7 t1t'••n r••t W14e and IJual'be toUJ'I t1me• th•t lo~g,an4 baa a 
•ompa.o,,.._ e.J»P98l'aftete. Xt'• a t1n• dq, ai:ia ... th• pa•••nfeJ'a ue slttlng 
•P • .._top. ~n the ·belloh•fh The J1teer1man •• lopplng azll.1 aga1nat the 
Uller at the 1tern or the )oat,ae~ncU.ng on the Pl't•sure ot hia 1houlura 
tlo •teeP the bo•t ale>ng a proper eouree Wh11e he aoan1 the banlta tor a 
•llh'· et IOIM. -et M.• •l"On1••,.n0hang1ng bantering --••'"-••••"· the 1&telt goedp ft'oa down the t)anal.,. · ,, 

. Jlov th• bOllt oora•• to ?eat .faSaln•$ the bank,an4 unlea41ng ot ~"• •nc•u u4 _.,..... '8.k• p~. some ot the pasaeq•r• :remain 1n their p4qe·e 
tb.ouata.•lnee the7 •• tx-a••llN twtbel' -up the ~u1J1al&"1'lef IPllnl 'the tlae 
laq'hing at th• ant1o• ot OJ'as1 Da ... He'• a poo1' ~•llc>w1raather unbalano9' 
•ntall.J", bUt entlrelf ~ae,tfhQ 'oam• around 'owrt-. A8 a oaa•l boat pUJ.l.• 
#.at. 1'• J.l~e• to about to the P&'9••ns•r• 1n a tunn7, nng1on1 manneiw,•Cras7 
tla•• VS. U a 1111' the pigeon "'1Jii fo7:' a oopper-.oen ~~'b\ltton. • 0'1• or the 
1>&••9n8•r• . J.a~,asl1 ••Ha ~clown• oo1n an4 ntoh•• 'Whlle Daw •uou'Mt a 
q••er llttle J11• - ' 

All ..anner or goo4• "ere •l'l1ppe4 _, vat ot the oana,M.•o1::,whea1', 
•om., Whl •tr, t••th••• • bt-4 apple• an4 Ptaohee, •ol'gbua mold••• and. Mete.-•. 
an4 1.D nohatlp th• 'boat• ~' baok oall«Po,oo-f'~•••tea,balt•Nt1ne4 
,,qa',na1!11, ·and tS.eb.ee. Jlall. "•• not oan1e4 •• a ueQal ~ng, a1noe oth•r 
••• ot tranaporta,1on wei-e -pee41•r• Jut a• a oar~S.e:a:- of new• and SR••10, 
th'e ~11 wa• uazoell•4,, tor S,t, IQQYe4. slow~ enough that -ooftT•J" .. tion oould. 
be w ., &r11· point .ions t.t•• ttoute. 

lfh• oanal •• too· n&rl'01f 1*1 11oet plaoea. tor boa,.1 . to paee, exoept 
•' ~OOk• and ba1laa. ~uent tight• ~ove4 there between 'boat 4.'r•w• .to 
••11t:rL!. :l;J1• questlon • to 1du> llho~4 pa•• thl'o\a8h the 100.Jt f~r••·1 •on~ 
QMa the man c th ..._..,. tl•tt toW\4 1 t .. 11er to pt the Job.. Zaah· lock 
W a der.11t14 alJDott ..,.."r!t look ~ ~·• web« 1to17 ocmn•ot•4 vl th l 1i 
oone4aming tlll• i>I' 'ibat at)tanse 1-ppenJ:Jll, A blaolt 4og vae .l'eporte4 to be 
:••• trequntl7 1'04f1.ng abou1 one ~t th• ll.001" no Pnt Wa•h1natan oa clot 
Jt1Bh'••o4 at 'l'Uolte~-look a ·headle•• lll&n. ha4 appe~. 

'l'h1nk 1fhat •~111•DJent muet haft Nehe4 onr the peQpl• in New .. 
pomentowa wtlen th• tolloVing .-iutaunoement appeared 11' t~e Bt11bendll• ••••enre:r ot M&7 31,1851.-. 1 fbe -t-<>U'k ot •li• 8tu1"tn\'1Ue & Intimia llal!Li-
ndtdMP oantul nrnt•1hae be•n 4•t•flllln•4 'tlpOftfl 71'• looat1en w•• «e--
•1••• at the last meeting or th• Boar4 ot &i~eotora* It 1ea~ea 6'eube~T4.1le tbough tbe Oroae Ore•k Vall•nthenoe b7 way ot Uriobav1ll• to 00•hooton.• 
'l'he road tNm lhu.btn~lle te Newark vas opened tor tratttio in April 185.5· Bu' •• 1' had no Gonneot1ons tarther ea8t or ftlt, 1t 414 not J)l'o•per,an4 
before 1860 pa111e4 tnto recei"erah1~. It t1nall7 Wal mergecl With tlle 
Penn•7lvanS.a ra1lrao4 oompanJ' IA 18'7,- wbioh time direct oonneot1one had 
been ettabllahed 'both to the east and. to the veat. 
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!h4t C & M Railroad was btlilt tn 18?),and many stories are still 

o-..rrent 1~ the to1'll. abo~t the oampe ot Iri•h laborers employed to "*114 
1t. It'• oompletion was mau'ked b7 the usual oeremoni' ot dr1v1ng the tinal 
aplk.e ot gol4. 

. '1'he more pro1P9rou1 houeew1••• had sewing maoh1nes,an4 could turn 
,out won4ertul o~a~1on• w1th J'arde t>t . ruttl5.ng,bi._ vi th atge -1\4 
ilosen1 ot 'buttQftl,.an4 ald.rt" v1.th 4\11t-ruftlt1 to fteep a n• 1wa~ aa 
one watle4 her way down the etree1:. Moat et the earl.J aewing maolUne• .a. a oi.tn •'ltoh,and voe Wlto Jnm who pul.1•4 tht wrong tbre&d. I ba'f8 
a nioe l.Jittle p1e~ ...,.. 1111' m1n4 of whi.~ muet have oo~ure4 1n th• par1~ 
ll°NUt th• ti.•• oianbat 4re•ee4 1n h1 • SWldaf 'beet ~d aeatt4 on the hair-
oloth ~ota 00~1.ng gt-8!1.c1JDa,1nnooent1J ploked up a loo•• thread on her 
new aerlno polenat••• 
\ , 

la 1876,people be&l'd that a •an 1'alle4 Bell ha4 .t.nvente4 a tel•~ 
pbonftll4 though lt ·wa1 ,. tuU twentf 7eare betoH 'h' tireti one wae · 
ln•tall .. S.n ~~- ,}...q.9J.U~7, -..e17one liitsan •XP•rim•nttns 'o ••• b.olt .. ~• .... 
·h~.... rtall.J WOl'kef,. lots Q.Dl,J: th• •l'l1l.4"n, bQt •o•• Qt • tM .WQWJlUP9' ... V'tI.i. .• 
tJtl•• •'"'°blq • Atn~ t~ t~ woo4 ~•4 to '119 outtdt.oben~~th • tln ' • taaffnel on ••oh •ncJ.,and •P.tnt l.oQir AOVI ahov.t1.ng to eaoh t>-.r .. . 
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LY..._QQmTunity >l..nd Eo\·r it Gl"' . lll(~ to ho. 

J\l though ... rchoiblogist~ hr vo def lnitely ri:?t~i.bl-ii=; heel. th - t i · ound Puild ers 

once lived in this loc~tion, thif' f1ct seem~ of little v~lue to l~ttor d ~y 

residents, except to prove even more conclusively th~t ~ P ~ pl • cc for denir-

,. ble homE''3ii:.e ~ , the Tnsc "' r~w11 r:. r · lley he.5 been .i.nvit.ing f'i"lco m"n' B first 

~ rrivRl. Our memory of Amerjcpn colonial history will verify th~t ~11 thlR 
"f 

region W"'S .~:t b).'le ti1iie cln :imed by hath the French PJ.nd the Rnglh:h . l'any 

historimis helieye .th:'!:!; Las ~ lle ml".J h " VA bec>n the vo.ry fi.rf-lt ' ''! ite nmn to 

discover the Tu:->cm.rawtui e.nd l'uRkingum rivers, b.it " ny dAfi n ito proof of hif' 

ever hr:i.v:i.rig been in this loc!1 l:i.ty if1 mis1:1ln;;:; . At n.ny r·\te, m., ny French tr" cierR 
V WA ·-'f P. ·;J:."1~!r I 

nd voyagt;te·r.s were found livin;i; ,,.1nring the Ohio Jndi.,n!", by Bng l ish explorcirs 

who o.rr1vad .t\t a ],at.er date. 

The I~nglish of' course, claimed all of the Ohio vr._lley ~nd the tributaries thro. 
their cha.•rta.z'e; mo~·t of which gr'Lnted them l~.nd extending for a etated number of 
miles e.iong the Atlantic coaet, a.nd reaching ~nland to the "Weetern Ocoan". 

The earliest record of a vieit to this vicinity vm.e m~de in 1750 by 
Chrietopher Giet. He w~e an explorer and surveyor, employed by~ company of 
Virginia.n~, e.mong them Geqrgc 71C1.shingt on. Thie Ohio Land Company wa.s '!.nxio~s 
to ,. s cert;; .in the nnture of the country beyond the Allegheny l'ount'l.inf:, that · 
they might buy l~nd from th0 c olonien to found new settlomentE. Gist tr, veled 
'l.7astvard from the vicinity of Fort Duquenne, c oming to t he Tuncctr"1. '"I R River 
0 .t the s i te of the pr'°! ::- ent town of D ol iv~r. It ft hould b e mElntionod .j 11st here, 
tha t thi!'\ t rn il bsc" me most fr eq uent ed by l<i.tGr explore rs "I nd p ioneers. Gist 
r~ cords in hie jo u.rnnl th a t :;in Tnd i~n tovtn cn.il ed Tusc "".. r -,.wi s, ~ ncl. me '1 nlng 
"Old 'l'ovm" v1:.. s loc ,.. tod 11.t the point wlrnre h e firs t re ... ched the dvflr, fl e 
followed down tha river to th('\ 5uncti.on of t he Tuec~r~ v:1. 1:1 'l Ud ~ 1h itovrom-i.n, 
which we know today 11 s the "l!i.l hond i ng . He r e-i.ched there on Dec. 14, 1750. 
On Dec. 26, this entry io m-:.de i n h i s j ourn~ l. 

"Thifl dny '\ wom"1n tlrnt ht'l.d long be <> n tt priFoni:ir and_ h"ld ciesorte~,..- being ret:i.ken 
n.nd brought i 1:1t0· to•.m on Christma s eve, \ 'T"l.S put to death in !;ho/ following 
manner; They cnri·ied her without the town "'.nd let her l"JOF>l!'J; ~nd when she 
Attempted t ·.o run ~ wny, the penionf" a ppointed for th<it purpoRe 1Jursuod her r nd 
Etruck h~~ bn . th~ e~r on the r ight side of the ho ~d, which bAnt her fl~t on .her 
f!:!.CEl to the ground. They th13n struck her seYera l times through the b -; ck with 
ri. d1.rt to the .heii.rt; sci:ilped h e r, n. nd thrm'I' the sc nlp in the " ir, "nd another 
cut off he·r h1e 'l:d . ~ Thus the di!'Zm'11 i; nect'l cle l ri y until evenino; , " nd them 1'ar110y 
Currm1, (R \•:hit0 tr"! d"'r) desired lew e' to bury her, Hhich he r_nd hlfl mon r:tn.d 
some ef t 1he In9l'l·ns did 5ust Pt· d ., rk. '' Thin ovidentl~r took pl"l.ce 'l.t the prc;sent 
eitt'l of Cosihocton. 

Again jfu hir; journ"~l, under d 'l.te of T11er-. tl ~ y, ,r-~nu11,ry Fi, 1'151; 
11"ic left 11 ue;k i n-gum nnd went west f j ve m:U or to the .'Jhite '.;'./om:m Creel: , on -v1hich 
is 'i. snu:1.ll town. Thin white v·omrrn was tf:l.ken :J:.Vm.y from New Engl'l!nd when FJhe 1·1~ ~ 
not above \ten years old 1;1y the French Ind i ~ ns. pie is '{low up:v: n~d of .fifty; 
b i s 1u1 Indfa.n husb·~no. "lnd ~ever"tl children. Ho·r 11".mc is ! ary H.tl.rris. Slie 
s till rr,,memb~·r·c; tpnt they ur ed to he ve·rY i~el igious il'.l Nev< Engl· nd; "'.nd vr0ndi? n; 
h ow the whi'te men c-'.i1 1)e so vlic'ked ·« s she hns seon them in these wood5." 

., ..... ~ .... \. 
~ •l 
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Any of ~rn'J. wh o lw .. ve driven from Cosl10cton to }![<-. ·:!'! r11011, vrill roc ":\ ll h :"1.·.d!1g Peen 
"' bouldor .. t th<'l side of t~o p"' von1ent not f!'lr frorn · .. "l lhondins , rn., rkine; tho 
oite of 'ihite fom'.'.n' s Town. These two ontri rHo in '.} ist' s Journ"ll f 'H'ni.sh the 
most ".uthentic b., sis for the legend r!3 :_i;n.rding thei nnme of ~·le r:c 'Jrierstown. 

PrbhC1.bly .<tll of you are f ".milfnr nith the st.ory, b11t I'll repe.,t. Lt, for the 
s o.ke of continuity of my own story, nnd becP..use it iP. undoubtedly the Ol') rliest 
"ccount of thG "et "l rn".l tri-.nglo" i.n this lrJ'c~ l ity. 

B·,gle FMther, the cl1fof whose wife VJN'3 l'n ry Hnrris, bec:J.me tired of 
hor. One r> ccount f'~ys th"l.t in spite of the fhct thr.i.t he brought her home the 
finest moats for food, ·ri nd tho finest slcin12 for clot'hinr;, she didn't have ·1ny 
papooses for him. But evidently this vnu1 j~$t some old squo.w' s g.ossip, for 
Gist'fl ,journnl stf..ter:> t ·ha t '"he ~nd her Indt.1:1.n nusbn.-nd h rtd r.over&l / childron. 
At "l.ny r :tto, on one .'of the i r r a. idinv tri.pR :into the Vi.rp; inh frontier, lflaglo 
'li'e.,.ther found himseif. n younger a nd more be~µtifti!L squaw. He C".pt,u·red her, 
bringi.ng her home to 11,ve in tho s ii_me v:igwf.l:m vlith ).'.l'l.ry H .. rris. J o.tte·re v1ent 
from b~d to w~rne, wi th 1 '~ry b ~coming more and m0re. j 0 ~lous of the N~wcomer. 
Fin"\lly one morning, l. ~r.y 4l.V1::i.koned the Indi" n villa ge wi.th cries th~t her 
husb ., nd h 'l.d been mur.dered. And irnre enough, the.re lt~ ·tgle Feri.ther la.y, hie hc:;-,d 
rre a.tly p!".rtad by a. toniahiiwk. The Newcomer h"'l.d fled. Of course th:j.s ni 'l.de it 
appen. r that she was 'the murderess, l".nd the Indians set out in pu·rsu-it. They 
rect',ptured her a.t :;\, smA.11 Indian town on tlie bf.l!nks of the Tuscn.rn·vra.s, some 
dif't"nco ~.bove Cosho.cton, and frQm tl):"l.t time on, tho nite of her rec <tpture by 
the Indinm~ bec~H?Je kpowh '1f' The Newcomer's Town. W&s it i::he whose e;x:ecution 
w1 s witnessed by ChriF;to,pher Gist o.t Coshocton t'[le dpy n ft er Chr:j..st.mas in l'/50? 
The legend rel"l.tes t·lint 'l'he Newcomer accused l' a-ry JtI <> rris of murde·ring her 01•m 
husb~nd in a. fit of ,jealousy, but J"•ry \vj.'l,S cl~vAr i=rnrrngh to conv1nce the Jndl-i na 

--_. ~r innoc!·-~~c~ .\ , 1 qgi:irdl~s_s o: whethe·r. or .i10t wo ·.,_ccept thiP l ogan C: !'ls tho 
origin o our town's nii.nie, t:•'d li.ke t .o m=i ke the plen that we e°' ch end e~ vor 

to form the h"l1h.it of s~.y.fr1g · an~l writ:hng N.eyl' corners t.own. Not only do Mi it 
serve to .pi:-ese·rve the origin, but is fr.i.-r 'more <:listinctive than NovFcom' erstom1. 

Of coursi;i y9.u.1.will n.11 note !:I. dii::crep<i..n c9 h ere, for Gist doop, not c :mnect the 
two women in his. Jou·rn''l.:}., a~nd ~pp1- rently E<:>e),e .F'e .. ther was Rtill ~monr t :w living 
7h on ': ist ·visit·ed r. Fry Ilf ., rr;i,s .. : · ---

The de.c o.de fr":nn 115 0 to 1760 was· one of Ptriit"e bet1:7EHin the Fre(lch i:.nd 
i~ni; l i.sh, w.ith the bhh1 country con::ita.ntly ove·rrun by vnr1·ing- tri.bl'ls. Hov,ever 
from capti:ves .heid. by the Indie.ns during th::j.s tiem, it has been learned the.t 
there was ~ NLe.w,&ome·r' e town. About 1760,. the French were d.riven out of thie 
section, the English had ca.ptured Ft. Duquesne and renamed it Ft. Pitt, and Etll 
the territory lying v1est of the Alleghe!).ies, '11 l1d north of tho Ohio, had been 
ceded to the f.nglish by the li'rench. ~e.~:ie@-.ai liiesoflges f'ent to Ind i nn chiefo 
by the comma.nd "l.nt"at Ft. Pitt were frequently 'lddreased to Hewcomorctown, ac-
cordinf to copies preserved in a .Tournn.1 kopt by the missi:)~V ti eckewfllder. 

In 1761 and 62, imo l'or 1vinn misFJ.i on!!l rief', <Tohn Hec1ke weldor 'lnd Christi"ln 
Frederick Poet, c ·me to the Tuscn r t1v s . v •llay, <> nd built a· smnll c ~bin '1.t 

l:olivl'. r, whe r e they hoped to est r.bl i.f:h t.1. '!11J.rir:;i on a mong the I nd i .mf. Ho\7evor 
tho tribe s were so hostile that they wer~ f orc ed to ~ b~ ndon th o - ttempt within 
the ye~ r. 

In 1?64 , ,._n expedltion vr f' sEJnt 011;!; by t he colonists from Ph il,.. del phi·. 
for t' ·1 e purpore of punishinr; the I ndl"l.ns w1-10 11.-a c::ii1t i nued i; o 1 ~ ke <l'3pr E·d. ~tti onr 
11 - 1 ,m c:r t>io fr n·1t '.er, destroying m~tch pro·perty, ID.nd killi!lf; ~nd c pturing 

}
1 undre>ds of \•lr lteF'. The expecli'Ljo11.w'•1n undt'n" th0 le d0-rship of Col. Eenry 
Paquet. ;·o c mr '.P rt b ~r \' ~y of Ft. Pitt, foll ,qwing ·the uFn,1- l tr" i.1 to -~he 
Tusc •1""q·~ i:: ~livr.H t. t.. oliv~ r. ll ut due to tho f "l ct th~.t he Ind bn.; n ·· rnod of 
very hostile I nd l l1 tO\ ns f·it11r ted "' 1.:inrr, -t.h0 brink~ of th~ riv E' r, ho sot 0 11t 
r.i.cro::;ri country to hir d?.Ftinati m - <i;'(Df!h0ct"m, tr•".vf.liint:. from T oljv· r tri 
·:d.nfield, fiug rcreol- , Ct: j li, "l.nd Coshoctr:m. H.is ex-pediti0n \ • P l•re;o,.,nd mov0d 
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with mil i h.r~r ~w··· c i s ion, r; •) th t thQ Ind ii:-· nP readily q 11 ~" E' c r> d i. o 11.i r ' ~ ·1, ml.fl 
t}i-,t ulll '.''hitG 'H 'l"Orlel"S bo rele"'S8d to hi_u: OH c-..rt <._•1 d t •1 J' l ~1 r ": rt 
oi' the tribes \ "!• tl 1 follov1. ·> h: cl .,.lre td: hold ecnnc il ' l h r. ' ."" ( "' ~ 1

_· -i; hri 
v rions Indi''.Il ll" tions, u.-~ Boliv·r, 'lt:d h _c chof.e;-i t li r :.or' r- ,.,_· tt~. , tskin ,•_u·1 

s the most ~.e;i 'r nt geol;lf. for h 1 ndj_n .~ over 111 prir>on-':< rr ~ 1.i r, ·r·ny rrived 
tt1;JrG Oct. 2~), 1764. 1'he follo<:inr,; is quot0r1 from"., '. . r ('l corrl " of f:ol. 0·1uot: 

"'l'his pl n co (forks Qf the Fuskingi:1m} w s fix ·d upon inf't ,~c nf .. l·ntoMi c 
"S the mosi; centrrtl e.nct convenient pl .,, ce t11 receive thP . pri.ron·"' r::>, for tb? 
ririncip:" l 1nd:i. l' n towns l~y aroimd thei'!i from irnven to h:enty m:Lle:> dist ·rnt, 
except the lower Sh '"-wne.e town ::;ituated on the Scioto River r-bout eighty mileo, 
so thA.t from this plFtce t ·he 11.r'ruy had it· in ·their power to '1.V:e a.11 the .onemies 1 

settlements, a.nd destroy their towrrn, if they rhould not puncturilly fulfil the 
eng~gernenti:t they had entered into." 

I wish e~9h of you mlght re ~ d from Col. Eoquet's journnl of the 
rrivF.l' dn.ily of ·different b"l.ndi:: of Indi~ms to thir. c1mp, e "- ch .. Ji th .,,_ nwnb0r of 

white prisoners. Dy the ninth of November, most of the pris ::i ner~ h .. ,d a rrived 
thrd could bo expected At tl1'l:t f'G ".l S on, amounting to two hundred und :;ix, be-
sides "".bout one hundred more remo. inin~ in posscsAirm of the Sh '1.\'T:J.nese, which they 
promised to deliv"1r the following spdng, so the army returned to the e E1.st. 
Some of the priF.Joners h'td J,ived a mong the Indi"'l.lW for so many yea rs t.ho.t they 
grieved n.t p~.rti.ng, rmd in n few instr.nee!'! refufled to le·we India n huebr nds or 
wives ;iind return to civiliz" t ·i 'Jn. But thef)e j nst"l.nCef'l ~~c f .. _r outnumb e red 
by the joyous reunions which t 'ti(-?k pla ce. I n l"lo.ny C'1see, f:".milies h:~d bFJen 

eparuted for so ma.ny yearo th?t.;,'.. !i..dontific"l.tj on of loved onl'ls v. rJ.e very dlfficul t. 
I will 1uote just one of these st~~ie~, which seemed to me the moRt beautiful. 

"II11.rvey, in his Hif;tory of Pennsyl vani~ , s \ ys a gre '"l.t number nf the restored 
prisoners we.re sent to CA. rlisle, Pn ., 1:1.nd Colonel Boquet ~.dvertised for those 
who hi;.d lo!'lt child rcn to come n.nd reel tim them. One old wom11n who h a d lost n. 
child, nnd failing to recognize it among the returned c~i_ptiv0s, was ltJ.monting 
her losr and wringing heir h~ .. nds·, told Col. Boquet ho\'! she h a d ye"trs previous 
sung '1 little hymn to ·her daughter, who was so fond of i.t. The colonel told 
h"r to Ping it then, which sho did ns follov1s: 

Alone, yet not ~lone am I, 
Though in this flolitudo so drer.r; 
I feel my Savior n h1'l.ys nir,h, 
He comes my every hour to cheer. 

She hr!d no sooner. concluded, tho.n her long-lost daughter, who h 0 .cl f11iled to 
know h~r mother ·hy sight but remembered the hymn, rushed into heir mother's arms." 

Dn.vid Ztirj.sberger, in 17'71 w11 s the n!'lxt wh i te vlsitor. fi omctimo a r ound 
1760 Chief Net..,w.:tv11u; h a d moved his b :rnd of' Dclqv:,._rae from wP. rtern Pennr.ylve.n io. 
to the sitf) of J~col'lerstovm, , md. h r.a invited z efisberger to foll'J\·: , since 
Net11wo.twes '\ lrec.d1y knew of the 1' ora vian' s good work o.mong tho Indi,.._ns. 'ihen 
Net <:.v:n.twGF m~de i;•hil3 hls cn. p;i.tnl, he a dopted the irimo of I~ ing Newcomer, nnd it 
was to this ph .ce tha t Zeisborger fi.rst came. H~re ho found the Ind io.n v i lln.r;;o, 
ne ·1 rly a mile squ~re, cont~dninr a bout one hundred log house5, m•1ny of them 
with ~evidences of ~iv:ilizo.tion, such a. f' ehi ngle r"lofs, bcmrd floors, and 
one even hlil.d n e.to irca se. It W!l.S here th ..... t the first Prote::.t r nt nermon to bo 
prElnched west of the Alleghen j e5 wn.s delivered to the Delflvm .. re Indians. A.t the 

. time my greo.t-gr::i.·1idfnther bought the f n. nn on which wo now live, n h .. rgo \7A.lnut 
tree V/'1.S stsnding jn the field "' bout h"'. lf-we .. y betwMn the pre rent site of the 
railroa d .,_nd th., river. Accor ' i ng t'J the i:tory currP.nt ~-t tln t t ir.ie, Net11i..mtwes 
c11bin stood under th"l.t tre e , s.nd i.t wne then'I thi!t Zeirb0rgf'r h'1.d pre::i. chod. 
Thia l ri crit.iop hri.sf been co!'lfj rmeo. 'riy rccordf' of the J'ore.vian Church in Eethlehem,Pa . 
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Within ., re ·~; Y0 ".rS' the Del ~'t\"Tf;.res gr::i.nted the t'or:<1.ViPntJ Llf:~ of p ·. rt of 
their l f:' nd for 'I. mi"'l''i.on, relect 'i. ng ., s ?. i::ite thr:i Be,.,_utiful Spring; hut i" i nco 
the!l rtory of Schoenbrunn "Ind Gm~d enlrnt.ti:in i!O r •• lr;:-.·1.dy so f mil :i. ·ff t0 "11, I i m 
~ oinr t0 nrnit it here . 

li'or ,, timo during the Revolution, tho 'fuscnr'1.wa5 bec q;me knovn 1u• the 
"Eloody Vnlley11

, 11nd it Wl'l.S durinr; this time that the 1 orv.vi•·m vill'.!_e;ea were 
.. b - ndonod " nrl dostroyed. Shortly after tl'ie !\evolution ho\V1we r, tho rettl0rc 
bog"' n entering the c:rnntry ·west. rd.' i:.he Allfighenies, "tnd the f i rnt orc;r nized 
effort '1.t settlement wio.R nndert fl ken Pt lJ.,_riotte. by <t comT'lany of officers oi' the 
Revolutiona ry Army.. Thay received a large· gr"l nt of lci.nd from Congre!!P, which 
wri o in turn d:i:vi.ded up among the officers. 'i;hey p~id f0r the l a nd with Vl'J.rrantR 
which hn.d been given them a.t ·the clore ·of th~· wa.r ·becaur:e tho infant rop11blic 
h~d no c~Ph with whjch to p~y itP Poldiers. tollowing the Revolution, the 
colonj es had ceded to the new p;overnment a.11 their cl~:Lmf' t ') vier-tern 1'11'lds. 
'l'hir; section, as fn.r we t as the tJ jssissipp'~ Riv.er, .nnd. north of the Ohio to 
the Gre~ t I.2kes be c:tm!'l lmo\':n ~1.s the tI orthv:est Territory, n.nd j n 178'7 .,_ :=:et of 
b.\"s, known as the J'arthw~f't Q.rcJin., nce,was drawn u·p to govern :i.t. Two outstanding 
fer-i.tures of thie ord i nirnct'l v1erc thA.t sl"lvl'.lry we.e to be forever prohibited from 
th~ 'I'erri.tory, and that certr.i,.in portions of or..'ch eection were to be definitely 
set naid5 for school use. It also snecifihd \hat not less th~n three nor more 
than five et!\tee were to be m.-,d.e/fro~ this 'Tierr.cHory .when certe.in requirements 
ae to population and territor:j.al governmen1; had been fU:'1.filled. 

All of this locality wa.s origina.lly' a pa.·rt oi W!tshington County·, with 
the county seat at M~rietta, ~nd came under the Revolutionary land gr~nts. 
}.lo.st of ·Oxford Township was granted to John Bevor, who was :;. nctive of Vir,.i_ini'l., 
end to r..en •. John st~.rk of lfanchester, ;·J. H. Jln.ny of you mo.y recall having 
hs~rd the farms e:tst of us - Dougherty'~, l 'orrisos~ B~rnett's Gchlupp 1 s, 
.1oodvm.rd~, etc., referred to ·u; "Stark Patent". John Bever owned the l:tnd west 
of this. Any resident of rfowcomerstown, fjnding it necessary to hR.ve r- n 'l.b-
f'tro. ct prepared todn.y, would discover thi.s on the front page : 

John Ad~me, President U. S. A. 
to 

John Bever 

':/hole 2nd Qr.,'l'wp.5, H.ange 3 
Cont~ining 3999.8 acres 

P·;.tent 
~ rch 20, 1800 

• By 1798, ten yea.re 'l.fter the fjrst settlero had reo .. ched J' .. r.iett .. _, the 
popul1dion had increased so r.,pidly, that steps were taken to form a t~rrHorial 
government, r-md by 1803, the territory \'.f:'lr-! re"ldy to become the l'lth state in the 
Union. F.ut ns thf'.I f <J. rther parts of Wa shi ngton County beg·mto be~ settled, the 
necesr<ity for ioome cloio:er governing body bec'}me rtpprt rent, and in 1804-'Muskingwn 
County, comprisinr' wha.t hi now J' uskingum, Vorgl"ln, Coshocton, Tus~ 1.1.. ra:w~:;i n·pd · 
St<i.rk 0,ountie:J, split off from Washington. In 1808, the division wns Jn"l;de still 
sm•1ller, when Str1.rk County "nd Tusci:;:.-re.w:>.:s County wor('I sepf'!.r".toly o·rgani;rn9,. 

It seems hn.rd to believe that 01:ily 138 years a.go, th:i.s pcrticu.lar 
section of l "' nd wa::i still uninhl'lbited. J'. would like to point out firs:t. thl'l.t 
the childie;h conception whic11 prob.,.bly f'l ~l of UR hrwe had at some timz/, r ·oga rding 
the e'1.rly pioneers wn:s wron(i, The dars o·:f' Indi"ln fighting :in the 'l'u:;icarawa s 
valley wero p'l.st before the \'1hite i:; e-t..tlcrn cri me. Privations, SW"tmps, mfl.l ;:>.ri·· , 
~ mosquitoe l'.nd wild .,_ni~ls v.-ere the i r end.mies, but nevo·:r Indians. The first 
settler known to be hero war- John 1 u.l'ir·"'·ne, who h "'; d 11 n •tcc?untfi. t a r;to.rc ruu by 
D-vid Fot "l r Pt Gn~denhutten. "overril S"JU1.ttor' s i a1ilics livod :.n c blno dotted 
'" bout the V'llley ., nd nlrro•mo.ing hills. The pjonerirs fr:i::i.red mr>l?.ri. '1. 'lnci a.F 8. 
uru~l thing bujlt their c ~b j np on the hillG, ~h ~ ch were h~~vjly ~1oded. David 
Johm;on, ~ l'r. Si llfl, D"' n :. ol II~rris, r.nd JoRnph 1.nd · ·:illi~;m l'ulv"lne were. " Mong 
the very e"rliost pioneers. George Bible, E1rney ~iley and John Pierce, were 
hunters qnd s inco they hrd not obt~ined '1. leg" 1 right t6 the bnri on '.vhich they 
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were living whrn the ownors camr-, v:c·re kn•)tiTI "15 squ-:-,tt~rr:. One Fi"j 'J .:tter, \;hof'e 
nnme ffi"'Y Fonnd f.,mil~car, \'l "'.S N:ichol ·s 1''u!1sto11, v<ho vms l"cvine; on l,he r::t~.rk 
r~t9~t prior to 1616. 

In 1814, m.cho:L"!.s .Neighbor c ~rne from 14ot:rin County, ~ 1 • .T., rnd h<>v .ing bot'ln 
ple r i:; nntly impressed with . the loc·•ti on, purch 1>.f ed. 1900 <'!.cres of th!" ori.r;inal Bever 
p'ltent for hirnr:0lf l"•nd others, The followjng· ye" r ~ colony of " ln ut sixty emig·r~!nts 
C"'me from NeV! .Terney. They came in W'\gonr:, , prob~bly drnwn by oxen, c :msuming 'l.bout 
four v.reoh in the ,journey. No f'holtAr w~s 11.vail'l.ble oxcept the "l b ~ ndoned Inclinri· 
c·~ binr-: of the former NevJc.'.lmerfJtow:n, so tlrny lived in theM until their own Cfl.bins 
could be built. ·In 18!1.6 and 17, o.th~r settli:frs.fr01.n New ·Te.rr:rny folloVled, ,_mong them 
being 1Hl_le.r,- Tuf.fo.r:d, Cr:\ter, (}~rdner, Stouff6.r !'1-nd Booth fn.milie~. 

According to one hictory 6f tho township, the ftrnt 5chool w~s t ~ught by. • 
.Jn.cob Miller at •his c11.bin, ~itu~ted north of t'he river P..nd nc"lr the. county line. . 
Not long afterward, S!'3th }hrt, " -Etr•·ng·er in thl3. :J.ai1(1, g~we n term or two of sc.hool' 
n,t the Stouffer· CFl.bin, • ~hort distt'.nce above v11rnre th!!' Nugen bridge if1 now l-0c'".t0d. 
The c b:lri. bont~.i!1ed two ro0mt"' and i;he one occupied during the .dPJ.y as the scl~,, .. ,1 
room, was u.irnd .at nir~ht af' /1 bed room by the f ~ mily ,,f Ur. Stouffer. Of course. 
f !ni1ies h "'.d t. o pay :'c·ndivid11!tlly for o.ny sdhooiing +.heir ch:i"ldren. receivl!ld. 

. . 
'l'ht? .vill .. ge. of 'tjev.comerst0wri w, r; formelly l " id out in 182'7, v1hen t.h'e .c ri1.1l 

VJ" r btt-ilt.. The original f:ilt'.t contained 34. lots i'n t!~rM1 tiers, tv:o 1:"lortn a-t1d 'ona 
south of th1~ can,l. Bridge Str-emt f6rined the ea,mtern bound r,1 ry, ..,_ ~d C.ross·st.re.pt 
r""h p$.r•),lel to it.· Ba:t:i,n( ;I.at!')r chfi:1ig.od to· 1r11.:i:n) s'.tr·c:;et and C'l.U" 1 St1·e0~s r~n e · r,t 
a:nd we.st, ~nd div-idr:itl t -he three tiers of l::>ts in the othe-i~ dirfi'ction. These names 
1:1).l shovr th,. t they"'ia.re dj.rectlv tn1ce&blq to thr:i 'c ,. nal which wf.i_s .b.eing buiit. 'l t 
tlw .. t time •. N!.'l.mes of rna-ny o-fihe~ strr:rets hovJever, keep the n~.rnea of the early resi-
dent.e bef.ore ui; to thiS de.~·. The:fe nro Neighbor, ilulvane, Goodr.ich, ·west, Nugep, 
Ei:nd ·Pillinv Strc:i0ts. "' . 

- ' 0. - . - ,. 
At t:he tiT!l~ the village was.·f9tmd<?d, .;Lt co!1t.airi.ed but one build"ing, l·ocateg 

iJ!lT!)edi~.t.01,y soi~th o.f the pref'ent de:pot; it •had been bu i.1.t 1n::J,.I1:Y yeare. befo·re, ~nd w~,s · 
occu:pied by Nichol"l f! Neighbo,r •. ii~ ·n.lE''O CH:ected the fir;=::t stor~ bu:i.1ding, wl<iere 
Britten's ~tore is now lq.cat.ed-, ·The ·first' me-rc1rritr:; were Nicholne NeighfJ6.r· ctpd 
Jfi.cob Overholt, commencing n.bou.t 182.B. In 1830 thn 'rill~~ t~ cont ·, ined fo•tr b•lil·dir:gs ! 

Ten years later, the tom1 htid !I. pop;tl<!ttj.-'n of ~!70, f1howing the influence of the 
can l.updn its grewih. 

fictute. if you cn:n, thif'l villi,.ge of Newcomerstowr:. ,ju~t one hundred yea.re 
ago. There were · round two h11ndred ·people,~ lived in log c ~.t:1:i.rrn, Probably 

. they h r d glass in the sm• 11 windO\vs, .,rid maybe they hl!l.d rough bo rd fl0orn. :U'1'nls 
\V~·r..e cook~d in the fireplace, or ii1 .the la·rge kett.le:; ;;rhiich t·hey ha:d b-r0i1ght over 
the mountains in their \•1ag,onf.>, nn-d liad hung out.:.of:..doorfl. The!!e we-re no \vcirr.ie·s 
'ever whnt to ,cook, for P.rovisions were ncfirce, ponsis,tiiig of w.ild g .. .;1r,e, iu1d :i:he 
veget ., bles gn1wn i.n the g r .. rnei1r ,' F~r. ch sp-rlng they b0il0d dovm TII Tple s . p to m•. J;r.e 
their sug "' r supply for the coming yeR"r. the regulttr visit1' of the canal be.a.ts 
brought high-priced .coffe e and tea., ~-'.'ll 't sses t nd tob, cco t :o the st.'.)Pc. ·or ce4rE)·e 
:they h" d 'very li·ttle ready C" sh, but couJ.d tfl.ke their dried pe chea .i'icl , ppl.ern, or 
6ln extr"l hank of their O\V\'l home-13]'.mn. yarn to the stare ~.ncl tr de for !). little. . of 
the Re luxurief!. \tTnen they kilJ,ed . hoef or d0e.r, the me t w~s s 1 t.ecl . 1r dried., p.1 a 
the hide t .ken dow11 to .A~ron Schenk's'tanya.rd, which h l'l.d been build n.bout 1627 on 
the co_rnor 0f Rli"vcr and c nnl Stre0tr1. Ji.ft0r the lU~le t•; s pr.oper"iy CU•rl'Jd' {h-0y! d 
t ke tl' t: l.~:thor to. the ·:;hoemaker, He'd :neci.surP; th.!:1ir fe~t, . ll0win plenty of 
rQom, for tho he r;ho.:1f; h" d to 1111.st " rl entire ycror. Hegul"'.r applic ti •:1•· )f c,re. r~ 
kept the thoer pliable enough ~~rt they could m~n~ge to get into them on c1ld ~ ~ nter 
n:rnnin~ n, though they wero pretty F.itiff at fir~t. '.('ho mothers had to lrncp f'Jinn-Lng 
wool - nd kni-tt:i.ng si;0c.ld.ngs j1x8t n..bout all the time, for children •nd ·,.; rmm-upr lnd 
to be. r-up.pJ.ied. Of course, "1.ft0r Pillings woolen 1nill wr:f! btd.lt o .. 1n 11t lfi.'1-0, they 
C·~mlcl t·nbl the wool trwrc to be c-.. rtlod ., nd r!pun and dyed, " fld could oven h ".VC it 



G 

. -1'70VC11 int l cl nth, 

At 11.bo '.tt tH ~ -t ~ l11"' too, f.1. pottery W"!.r' ef't-.blir-h ed on t rdn Street, ne r 
wh" rc the r:.il.ro d n o\': r im$, Of c9uri'Je it ,wotB fl protty ro tgh k ind ol'_f )ttcry, but 
very f" 1tfr f-i.ctory, COM· id.oring . . thr:tt th0r0 Vle·re foz; .dishes exc ept tho~ er qrouglit 
from homor ln the e rt, or r" few·ve.ry oxpenr.ive oni?rio brought in b:f tho c- wl bo1.te. 
P0ttor Fo.x m~· de montly jugs, ,j a r5, c_rock-f'l nnd other pieco::i of th 'l t f'ort, h·1t n:e.ny 
ui;;ee \1cro found for tlrnm; they. wcrti fhiei for "l.11 c ·\nn:l.nr:;. . . ' 

A sm•J1!lill w~ n huilt by Edrm~nd f:1mith &- bout 18'.:l3, dirf)ctly north of the c ~ n. 1 
on Buckhorn Crock, run e.e usual by .w$,t0.r- power. 'r.he pioneer:: could then t ~ .. ke lopf' and 
hnv0 lumber m~ de. A flour mill weft buiJJt about' 18·36 d the v.'e s t end of }~ a rin Street. 
Before thri.t they h,,. d h1td tD grind their own corn and \'ihe ., t, or drl.ve long di:!i-t " ncer 
to oth~r m ill~ ~lrnn dy built. 

All of ynu hflve hc 11 rd the story of the murder of the Poet Boy in 1825, hut 
perh.-...pr. few; of you knoV! thnt Ox.ford Town~hip furniehed tho 'first m·rn to be eoce·cuted 
by h 'l.ng ing in Tuscnrr~vmr County.· A man n~med .Tohm1on, uho VJ '1. R ".l rrertod Aoo1i ... fter 
the post b?y h~d been killed testified th~t although he W' 3 not guilty of the 
murdE!r, he h" d he ri.. rd the shot and had come out of the v.oods just in time to c.il.tch 
11 fleoting glimpse of the "1.rr.inihmt. He inf iated th" t i;f he ever enw the ml"~n, he 
would be '\l)le to identlfy him. The county sheriff was inclined to bRlieve J01mE:on' t'l 
stor.y, d .nco footpri.nt~ frmnd near the poflt ·boy' r body did not fH ,John~on' s r.hocrn. 
Accordingly, -i ll th13 P.ble-bodiod men from the southern end ·or Tuec9.r1.'\7aF Couni;y 
vrnre C'" lhd to uppen r "tt Ni;iw Philadelphi". on a cert i. in d"'Y• About 300· ··-"Ppea_red 

nd line d up ., lonr, Bron dwny. ,Johnson W"'5 brought out and .P..._ ::"tce>d 1.lon -, the r "·nkr·. 
AftElr r c.., nnin --: mc:, ny of t.ho· men he pointed to ,Tohn Funst0n, fl ny i ng "Ther '3 i~ the 
mn:n". Fun:o:ton at :t:i-rst de·nied th8 crirri ... , l;iut 'lfter tri"l <ind c:;nviction, hE" c infer'>f'>od. 
He wtus 1n.nged n.t New Phi~adelph fo , Dec. 30, 1625. Hit! ~'li:o1ter, \'•ho livi'Jd on the 
'3ta:rk p ,. tent, nel.'1.r wlrnro tho (3l1alosky fr.rm is novr located, cl,. imed his body, v;hich 
'v7t113 buried E' 1mowhere _i.·n the v10odl" on th1.t f"'.rm, 

In the e1.rly d,"'·YS 6.f :the l'eitlement, the closart m11rket for f q_ rm nroduft~11~.,,u.qi 
V71'l.t Pittsburg; a.nd thr;i ol'.ll"y \P1y to t n.ke nnythin[, there v: ~ r to drivt>. It W,,_ ,rrg a11He;a 
~ for t·h e; pionoers.., t.o,8'ce some drover coming i;inr-:t a.long th e ro:i.d , driving 
perlr· pa ~ lnrge fl oc~ 9·f · turlrny!", a. he rd of cnt-tle or hogis • Then vi hen the drover 
disposed of hif' 1 ive !'ltoqk pcrhap::. in Pittsburg, but ~ome-timo s evo n i n Philn.delphi-. , 
he h~ d to return hy foot or h6rsnb• ck, c~rry tng with hjm the profits of hiis trip. 
+e n.i!'keL An a res ul"t, b r1.ndits frequently lt.ty in -.-10.it in ~orne lonely !'! -pot, hoping 
to rob the returning cl rover. '} ''lny t "' Vern~ were the scene:3 of fight:'!, '1.l1d legends 
of murde.rn ll.re frequont 'l.bo.ut fl )me of thorn. 

Even amus ementr. h"l d to tr15.vel by w!'lgon bll ck i n ·t hi" o.,_rly d~ yF. The clrcus 
came to town, and the ,, nimrlft WA.lked q ll thf' W"ly. l.' ll gr,,ndmothor loved to tell us 
llbout the timo rhe r>: nd her brot;hr->r h<>ild up the c.ircu5' to eee thP. eJo phnnts. Gre••.t 
Gr11_ndf•'.ther· Pillin~' fl C" bjn ftt ::: od i n thC' yn.rd juet e 'l rit of v•here our houi>c· st.:i.nds 
now. At th,,..t time h(~ h e_ d 'l FJ rJ.W-.mill do\'m by the rivor 'lnd the l " nd north of the 
prer:ient culvor'trwaf' covPred by the mill pond. A, rtidl plr.onk bridge curied t'he 
wagon to-id r.icr0s~ the mJ-11 rs c ~ . The children h :'! d f'een eleph., nts vith circuee"' 
boforo, nnd kn~w th,, t r<.1.ther than risk their gre~t weight on the sm~.11 plqnk bridge, 
the eleph!ints \"/ Otlld \'T" d~ the Mill pond. Of course once they got i n the w., ter they 
thoroughly en,1oy~d it/ ., nd tht'.l drivort'I hq.d p _time gett ing thef"I out. This t j me 
Grr.rndfnther Pill 1.n~ tl101rht he'd help tho children h" ve even mort' fun, fl o told 
them to c- rry n. b~ rket of pnt.,toes out and spre!;l.d them in the r-:i.., d. When t h e ele:1ph1>.ntc3 
C"1 Jn(') ~-1 ·ng t h ey f\to,pp od to cnt thr- pot .,., toe~, vnd wouldn't h•.ltlgn until c:very l ". !$t 
6n0 hl'ld 'Geen fo-und, i,n r.p~:te o;f ~ 11 th9 r. ngry drivers c nuld do. So if <>~ny of yollr 
~r!:!.ndp~rent·A we.re worried th.1; t d;;i_y r·bout t h e circur. ., rrivinf-: b.te " t J~ewc,,mr:er::·to·•m , 
:i.,t..w.;r; -r.-11 my ~re .., t-gr~ ndfn .. t •hor' $ f'tult! I 

· AlJOut v:here the pump 8ta:tion now c; t ~. nd-· , fl. t~rovo of w.i ld plurn t-1;r-ees g.re.w, 
" lld here tJ~.e. circ1i•f3CS Wr.>Uil.d Rto'p and pre p!'\ re for the gr-ind entry, at t ·he $fl:IDO 
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time rcmovin;:;: s -itne of th~) du:·t tl ey ha d ?<. ccumul '.tr-id f' ince le· vi.ng th<:\ 18.rit r:::tancJ.. 

The find; church org".ln:i '.vtion i n the t0vm was I.ut.rwr ... n, 'l'he fir::;t church 
W"~ ?> hrick b 1.tUding locn.ted on the ~lte of s~. lr:l.thir.tl Neighbor':'! rer,iclence tod~y. 
As I unde·r!3t:".!.nd it, tpe .~church \Vas remodeled to m~ke thie hou~e, which bl'l.ck 
in our g·r.m1dpa.rent' s day wari occupied by John Rod-ney and his wife Ellert. 

Ha:ve 'you ever noticocl Jn old cerr.etericf' the rows and row:'. of cl~ilcirein' 5 
gr:.ve:s? Few p., rentfO cou-0..d bo?.d of h:w i nf; ro '\red <tll tli1eir children to maturity, 
'.ll1d countler:1ri mothern dfod .in c'iildbirth. 1'h"1.ts why rn m'l.ny of om· gr·,ndfrithers 
~nd g-ro·-1.t-gr"l.ndfrdhors h'ld t\':o "' '1d of1. • n thrr•e or four wiver., 1 

· ny children' d·l..r}c.i 
of' chole,:r:;~; '?-'nd IJi'H;iumoni.,_ , ¢'on'.monly cd l<."d "rinking chilia", took a t.err;ible t•oll of 
people of ~11 ~~~a. Ev ~n though the~e we~e doctots ba~k ih the e~rly d n ~s, their 
cures ~" re si.rnple e:nd the i r Pupply of drug3 sc"l, rce, ·con:sequ ntly many r.t pioneer 
f "JJ1ily depended s0lely upon the Jilothcr' s knowledge of home r emedies, rr~r,ofting to 
herbs, poul ticos, Rnd ev en <1.t t i mes tq chl,'l.rma :wd inQ"l.nta.ti 0nri; preferring i.hef'o to 
the doctor's hr-i st:iiy mixed "Uld evil ts.ding powdern. . 

And nov; I'd like you to come with me a11cl si; "'.ncl on tho hir,h br:l.d~n over 
the c ~ n~l • t Eridge Street, the year ab~ut 1860. You can he~ r the drivet r ~ c ~ ring 

t the mules long l:)~for~h~ bo~ ro.u·n<;i~ the bend below tow11. The m~le.~; t wo of 
them, ~.ro hitched tan<;11emf'/ "n~wa1lr df~e'the tow p(i.th on the south sid €' of the 
can"' l, probably fi.fty. or Rixty feet a!hei.'~a of th·~1 boat \vhich i; i nce it :is bvid0nj;ly 
heavily laden, rid'.efl lJw in the vm.te·r. ·The d-rive-r, 'bnmdishing his whip, ·~ , (l],ks close 
behind the mules, seeing to it that the¥ don't lotl.•te·r •. Now the boa.l; !! ppro ~ cho:s. 
Its p rob1bly fifteen feot v•ide r nd ro,...,_~/be four t·-' mf.ls t•hat lnng , • nd ifri3 ~ c0mp "l. ct, 
i"nug a ppen r ·•rnce. Its " fine d"'.y, <> nd th9 pi.'tr.rengers "lre s~ttln[, up on top, on th0 
be~ches. The steer!'m~n i~ loppin~ lnzily ng~ inst the tiller ~t the rtern of thp 
boi;t, dcpendini:r on th!') pres!'ure of hir. shoulders to f'!teer the boat long a proper 
coilrfle VJhile ho !"C .. n:<> the b nnlrn for FJ'. eight of ::rn r: e of his cronies, exch '\.nging 
br ntering pla ,..s " ntriet, '.Jr the l r.te!'Jt goe~ip from dov:n the c ~ nal. 

Now th© bol!.t conee to rest e1.ga~ins't t11e b·mk, <i.. ncl nnlo" dln1'_ of p "l. c:;engor::- c.nd 
C'lrgo t ~~.kes pl.,, ce. Gome of the p., srongere . rem~.in in thclr place:; though, c i nce. 
thew e.re traveling further up the c r~n'-1; they spi:mtl the time lA.ur:,hing 11t tho :rnticr 
of CrCl zy Da.ve. He'e t'I. poor fellow, r 111. t·he·r urtb ..., l 1mced mentallJ, but entir€ily 
harmless, who roams e.bout the town. AC? 11. c<" nal bo·tt pull:-; in he likee to shout to 
the pn.se_engerr: in Fl funny, singsong ma.n,ner, "Crr:tzy Da.ve will !!..Q cut the pigeon wing 
for 11 copper-cent-n-button !' Ono of the pae;sengers l!llughli1igly tos:;95 down a coin 
"11d w~t .che5 while Drve execut~e "- queer. little ,jig. 

All m'l.rnrnr of goods' vm f'J shipped by wny of the c'!l.n~l - wool, whe..,_t·, corn, 
v·hfokey, featherfl; dried "-pple5 rind pe .. che:!l, florghum mol~ ,;5e3 ~:nd hides. Antl in 
exch"l nge the boe.tr:i br.ought b!\ ck ci:i li.co, cof-fe~, t·e&1., h "' lf-.ref i ned sug"r., n" , ill'! 
nd dbhes. :l'" il wp.ifl riot Cl!' rried 11 s a 1;1su!ll thi~1g, since qthe r menrw 0f t ,r ., nrpor-

t ., tion were spe.edier. Butac ti. c ~ rrier of newr.; ~rid g'os~sip, t h l'I boo.t w.1•s uiiex.celled, 
for it rioved !"lowly e·nough ~h'lt converMtion CoLtld be h"d a t •·ny poi11t along its 
rout e . 

'l'he c l\nE1 l .v11'ls t.oo' 1wrrov1 in most plf'ce°r5 fo-r boat s to' p~ fl:> , e-xcept ~t l'Jclrn 
"nd b"lsins. Frequent .fig hts occured there between bo.at crews· to r- ettl~ the queAti :n 
'l S to \\ho :z;hould p~ ss thrpu·gh the lock firnt; c 0,nseq\.tently the m~ n with re 'lC: y fists 
found it or ~ier to get t11 e Job. r;,ch lock had r tende.r; ti.nd a lmozt every L:ick h".d 
l!lome weird Ptory c 6nnected 1vith it concernir).g this or th~t ~tr!' nf!e h!lppi:inimg. A 
bl ... ck dog w·ui rep01rl0d to be seen frequently roving - about one 0f t l'e 1 ?·Cks r~!.'l 't r 
Port ~7~ phi.f;!gtQn on (h :rk nir:hts, :nd ".1:t I/lluck0r' ~', lock ~'- he ~· dleer; m"<n h-.>t.d .,,p~e 'l.. re¢. 

Thi111k i.•1he.t excitement must hnve drshecl oifer thG people inJ:!cv:~omei'stow11 
wlil=in th~ following ~ nnounpeir.0nt ~l)P0 "' rl?d in the Steuborrville J en:;.engcr of l "' Y 31, ies1 
"The r0u-te ·of tho Str-mbenville 8: Indi .. n R, ilro·ad, ~.fter c-:.reful sttwveys, 'he boe·i<.l 
determined upon. Tt::; i.oc"1t-ir1i1 Wi"f:! d!Olcided e.t the 1.., st meeting of tht:i B·o· rg of 
Dirocto.rs. It lo '..vesi3t1' 1'1b~·mr:i.lle ··Lh-rr:iugh the Crosr c:reek Va.lle·y~ th~ntG by 'fl•!Y of 
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Uhrichsville to G0shocton," ' .. he r.uad from SteubcnvLLb ·!:o ., ~, rk i P 1ncn~d f·)r 
tr ffic in. April 1855. i•nt. ":·· it h.".d no ccirmf:ct:Lon~ fArthor e .,t 'ff ·· ~ t;, -i -L 15.i.d 

I not ~.:ro:"per, \nrl before 1860 p .r:sed int:-i n'c.6~ven1hip. It Lin ·lly \'. ,. 1-:ieq~ed '~ith the 
Pr~nw;ylv-·.niri. rd.lro"'.d comp ny ir1 1867,. hy which time cUrect cnnnect.i1nr. h d bnf·n 
e st bli'f;11cd both to th·e 6"':=tt " nd .tn tho w0st. 

"!few s 'torien seem t•i h" ve hee1n h "' ndr;1d dov·n, concernin · the t.iilt : ng of tho 
r •ilro ri, 1).1:1.t v-· r:io~lfi i ncid.entr=: during c·:ivil 1· r timer' rt, lrn ire.ntj0n of it. PreE·icient 
~.incoln ip-• r:; r ed. through here 011 hin w ,y to w ... ~1U11gton in 186~ m·kim; ·1pe•rn1cef; on 
the r<': r pl~.tfopn just as pre6idente do toiii'l.y. J!rP.i.~,.ffem; whom I'm !ure flome of 

. you ·r.emember, liked to t~ll about· L-incol~'e tr,a.in !toppi11g !l.t Port Waflhington. She 
wae I!!. little g-irl of ,Piix. or seven t·hen., t-md v:hen her mother li-fted her, the preei- · 
dent ~i;;'l'l'oke_d t'be ch;ild 'r. hen~ .. 

;i!n 1890, l~comer,stown had /'I. popu'lation of 5'77. How d13eply e'"ch >·f :those 
577 'inurii; h've felt the·. loss of \h0 rn"l;ny' }rounG mon froin here 1:1ho joined the Union 
Army. At firrit no c "mpl'.l.11-y wa.~ !J1ll'11teroa· ri,?.~ht -..t Nevrcomerei.own, but :.;e-ver··1 were 
r ; ieed in .s'nrround ing ·tovm.f.";· v1hi_ch our ~ilen ,joined. They were gi\ren but a: :fei;.: w.ei<!Jk-8 
tr.: ining, &i1ct then ee1jt into be.tth. Tr -. J..~1loadr. of 'tPoops p ~ r."ed· throt.tgh hi:re, thr:; 
mon oft-en ~it.ting or·::rt-r .. nd:hng in op.€H1 fl .. ,t qar~. 

I ' 

J:n the 1.i.it1'i;iln of 1861, Crmp 1 1 ~igf.1 VTl\G i:}i)i; bliehed on i;;he ;Dover f ".. ir (1ro,und5, 
nd Jn'Jst of t·ne e·pl·±stetl troops from the c0·unt.y got "· little c-;'•'rly tr~' A1i.i:n:.:, t·hore. 

·~·~.e Fifty_-~inrt ~og"in:rmt \v a otgix·iti:~~d :·t. tr~r. t ~!!.. cc, "' l!\~ c0mpo .. 1~y C .of tl'!<~ ~!i~'i~nel!,t 
W"::O c0111p0~ed of f ,- (1)1•1coners:t0.vm men.f 't'%!lt rs an J.llu·etr. .. t .!1..or! of _i}'le r::h.n~g 
f!iven Givi.l ,fo.-r so1clier:i., ,..,my G·ran{;f y~h~ RQ.9~~t~"t1it\. CG!ni _:• :nj r ~ i::ioci • t 
'P.o·rt .7 nh i ryton in /wgust 18_6,.2 .• ...,...l!hey""'T"t f'C:l i:'e°!i"t -~_ IJ. rhort tir-c to c. c n:p ... t J ~ r..,__., o 
tJu~cti0.n,, ...i.;,a'ld t'lfJ1e n :lent to t .. i!c e p"rt .. .in t·he westr~rn~f!~, v;IHn'e t the h ttlo of 

_.P...e<rryville in Kentucky, e ,. rly :n October, he was critic .liy.V:OU'!"i<l.e.d~·­,.--
Alth0.ugh the telei:;r-ph W"' f:'. :l!q ·i:.t~~ before t,he time of the Civ:i,1 ,'; r, it war1 

u::;·ecl only for. importi;;.nt co1"l)r1mic ,. t·iol1:', ~nd the fo0

lks 'b ck home hs.d no ·w,.. y o;f knowing 
wha.t \vi.x~.E!i'll>_PEH'l.'4,ng except fnm the riew$peper.e or he .~s·~.y. ~orr-r.t,mee. hit.~ r,, ny 
wee·ksfte·f"O'i'::t1 tm€:y lea.rned th&.t l ~·ved q_nes h •·d be P;n kd,lled o.r y;otmded. Very f$\'; 
d·1 ily p per-:- c n;e t·o t n, n , - nd the c0.nmCP.n pr i ct ,i. ce v • s f11· r ~ a 9 nd r.~ der to t.ke 
~re Ci11cinn., ti Enquirer as ~oon .s .it a:t-i;-;Lved, mount f.l box i. ·~;h t ia now tL,, 
_,],t,i. ore Corner, r.n~ l"-9 •d al·oud 21.ll the nl'Jwr> 1f ~hJ,;VI 1F. to the crowd wl ~ ich " S!'>embled 
d" ily for this event. Viste of compF.n;iee eng g'£i1,~kil.fed or vo mdP-d, WFre lv.a.yf> 
included in tho dn.y' (I news • nd lr"'.ny people in that vm..y la rnecl that 0. hu:!lb .nd' fe.tht:'r, 
ton or broth0r t~ d been killed. 

· Newcomrp·otown lil "._,de Ii. ste .rly grov"th in popul .ti on cv "n dur:i.n,_, G '_vi.l . .. r 
·de.yfl, af1d ·the period follovring thci \ '!<'l.r brought many inventions to a.d.d t o the co n fort 
nnd p·rosp~·rit,y ·of the 'i nihP-bi·tKJ:nts. The c ,• n ,. l W"' S "still the moet popui : r thor;)1tgh-
fare, ;'! nd m ~n:y a. r:'cHirn":i,.11r:· :foldier found ,..r p loyment ., 1 mv iti- bn,nks.. Al Lhough 
'th(! t~~legr;; pb1 wa~ a,lre dy in \lSe v.nd t l'.1 on ~ e rat·her M'" tter 0f courf' e> by tf).~ o ..Jre 
u·rb ·~ ine h .. l:f 0·~ the. c;i:tri.ze.n·ry,. st.ill ito 1 c~'!ll mo~7 .. niem w .e ll.~ ilmc f.i -a. i:·"'3tery to 
.m·:·ny; :;i .·be1'e;vinio~- i~ to ~s 'liod·a:r. 'l'heiy 1~~-o.~·'ltel~?ff the; man who r oturned to 
lus home tvrn y qut :u1 tpe h;i.llFJ, '\ ft er one of bis· ve·ry in1 requent . :~d1d tl: e rcf ore 

:.:.a.zing trip;; to B'.fillcci.mer:t1tov111, i·tith the r0n.ort i;h ., t nnc of the t~le~n ph v.ire:5 
~'.l:ia.(i '13tJ.st·ed r,i1d there W'!' s a qu~hel of r1esrsl'l.g1:irj piled. up in r:i. heap~ ri 

!l'ho C & l Ra.ilr0l;.d W:'l.e built in 1873, nd r:a.ny !Jtorie~ t1 rc dill current 
in tha town ~Ji0u-f;. the CM1.pl'l of Iri.:iih h.b'Jrere l'rmployl"ld to •.ui.id it. It' F compl~tion 

"-~Ll3 me.rked by the un·uF' ;I. coremony .,f dr i vinc; thc. final spike of e,old. 

'i'he ;;;orl'J prol'.lpe.rou:- housi:w.•iv©s h ::o.d sevlin~: rr:!.'.chineP, ~ nd C'.>uld tJ.rn out 
Y.onderfu], cr0 °.tions w:i:th yardo of ruffling, l:ir..skr, with l'.t " y:< !:nd d ozens of 1,• rt tonr, 

~• ·nd r!kirt~ with di1st.-ril·ff'le.s to BWt;!ep a vd.<lc ::;w,._th a..s one r•1::;tJ ~ d h er w•;. y down tho 
str ... et. :fotit of tho e11.rly ::;cwlinz. 1:«;i chinos m1de a ch~· in ~titcl-i, , nd ·.-:oe unto hiy1 i:1ho 
pulled thic \'.'r 'lHg thre .. d. :i: h~we .,: nice little picture in n.,y '!" .:.nct of v h .t Mud h i.ve 



ocurred in th t' p · rl lr :. i:;,o ~d,_ th~~ 

t , , ! . h4/r!f-c,c~ .. on 11e:: z_ Jll z, a ~o r co 11ri;i11g 

on h<:1r now or i no poloni l:-e. 
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tim€. gr · ndpe., dreri~ed in hir Surahiy ber;t .'lnd r.bated 
gr-;i.ndm~1 , innocently piclrnd up ~ 100r.e c.nd of thre1.cd. 

In 1876,,:::- peopl~ hol".rd t hF.t ' m1m ·muted Bell 1rd inv~nted telop1nn,~·, ·'. nd 
t.f.iough it W".'.f' slf!l'~.ltt1 ii.-.C"nty ye··r·l':: ot?forc tl'Jc finit one "Wl\5 il1$trlllecl .zi.11 thit5 l•Jc-.lity 
evl.'lryon ~ b "'&"'-11 oxpe rir cnt i ng to :;-eo how the th~ ng ri:.~ lly worked. ~i0t 0nly t~he 
clcild r r- 11, but ..,,,1·e of tr.ri ~; r0v:nupr:1 ~~ well, tried r.trctchjng i. striri.:> f rom the 
wood s h <: d to thr: outl~i.tchon, with r tln can f _:;;t!lned on e :?. ch end, and r.p0nt l ·~ 1:ig 
ho1'tr!l f"h outin~, to 6 " ch othl!lr. 

But;hig the '8Glis the pr" ront t0vm hn.11 w111fl built, .,nt: with the.· G-0inp1lction 
of the Opera HomH~, real progrMir w~r rnr de ~n the wi.y of onte·rtf :immen;t. N1ot only 
did hor,rn t "' lent F"hO!'JO p·r0~per, but V"'riq>U5 tr0u:p~ s o.f ctor•1, r;u:d-Cit\.n", toa-g ~ ci,"l.nr: 
!'Ind min5trelr:; romt;l o·f wh .JW \"lere !'!.lro:i.dy pr·o_minemt 1'n their pE'. rtic.ulnr field fl ,ri;n·dc0 
stops he~o. . 

i'Fewco~ersto•rrt, in th~ l r,. ttcr p rt of the 19th \Jont•.lry fhd n thrivin~ f~ ~ r 
0" ch fall:- Al tlitough the f 1. i.r grounds we·rc rc.rlly e i tuitted in Co.'ehocto·n c·o}lirt.y(on 
the land dirocM.y \'!~st of the corpora.ti011 linis, 'tlld now own-:id hi D-r. Ge.:i. Kir;tlorJ 
et ill tho f air ht!•longed to ~Iev1co 1·erstown. 1'¢ w'i.·~ c.,1 led the 8entrc 1 OH:io !J ir.t-rict 
F<'ir, ~nd a~ itrJ .nNiH~ :irnplil)s, wa 5 rem.lly l n. rger thnrt .. :ny of t1he coun:biy fn{ r5 .•. 
Tl~e fou·r day~ of t•he f°:ir were tht!l high po·int of the ye~ r for JJr13v1come.rstown c:i tizens 
-vnd peo1piJ.e .c " m~ fr0m .miles 1.r'lu d, Jbringinr; the f~111ily lunch in li.nrg'o p.i.cnic b :- t>ikets. 
11 1 '7oe-- A.- Ji!t!Lll~n .s co . 
~ny n 15ummer I!\ h'l.'rd wor.k over - _ . · · • '!{ . .. o clJ!rr.v.x~d f0·r S re.1<J.dmt"_ 
1 h . d . h .,_ .,. c::: "' • d- W'.,iz~ t 1 'l h A d . . 1 l . wrnn "'r .P pice pe " c el" or . · . · ·. :.,_~;a.rc.1rft:1 he b --1u1 r-1 L on. n nny gir w1o!'le 

btJau did not poli!3h up pa's buggy s-nd tnke. he.·r in her h<;iw f e..11 finery to eee the 
horse r " co r. l!' nd !3ido srow::'I, had reA.l .cn.uee for compl•\ int, f-o·r tho.t w•.'s the f~ sbiori 
show of the re~ son. 

In l895, tho Cl0w pl~n;t vtEUI mo.ved here, ft nd le·nt much imi'Jetur to th~ d;rovrt•h 
of the µopul '" tion, in f ., ct the ce:nsur; f:i.gurel'J .31how th~t it lil• ubled in thT;tt d0c~de. 
At the l":-ro t.i rre t h 1;1 induf'trfal life of tr.e Cofilllun:i'.t.y tc:iok on r . new phr1 i;~,, for 
products m- nuf.-. ctured before t·hrr,t time h.:;id beon 1ur-gely ~.bflo ·rbod by loc11.l d;;:':"'..nd, 
and no .,_ctive P" rt h'td been t ~ ken :i.n int('Jrst::1_tc tJ.>I'ld f .ooi·eign tr-<tdl!l. From t 'md t:ini:: 
on, ehipp;ing of r~ nuf ,. ctured products froB .N!!:wc11 e·rr•t0v;rt )11tri ~teadily 1ncre:":'!Cd. 
It i:!". not my i ntPnt i on 11.<Sre to occu-py time in giving any Pcc9unt of the dev•:ilopi:itmt 
of our comr'1unity e:ithl'lr in a n inour;t,rii.a.1 or :" '<> Ci;::.l W"Y $ince the beginning of the 
twentieth ce.ntury, Pince this ir, current k·nowledgEl. ·It mighi; hov;ever, be interar.t i n c:: 
to po i nt out t h"' t in the 90 yea.r period over vrhich United St=i.t"!'1 Ccmrue figurCHs 
l'l re rtV'.'l.1111.ble for UewconerRtown, th~ g"re ., te~t period of growth w,. r th ~.t jncluded - . in the thirty yea re betwe"ln 1870 and 1900, when the popuh.tion i ncre '!.50d by 2371. 
ru; c.onp'lred with 193/. for the thirty yotTJ.re prect')ding, and 60% for the t'hirty yet,'.rr. 
foll'J\·. ing th:i t period. 

\. 
\ 
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/ MY COMMUNITY AND HOW IT CAME TO BE 
LOIS ZDfHER 

1937 
Although aroheologists have definitely established that Mound 

Builders once lived in this location, this fact seems of little value to 
latter day residents, except to prove even more conclusively that as a 
place for deaireable bomesites, the Tuscarawas valley has been inviting 
since man's first arrival. Our memory of American colonial history will 
verify that all this region was at one time claimed by both the French 
and the English. Many historians believe that LaSalle may have been the 
very first white aan to diacover the Tuscarawas and Muskingum rivers, 
but any definite proff of his ever having been in this locality is 
missing. At any rate, many French tra~ers and voyaguers were found 
living among the Ohio Indians, by English explorers who arrived at a 
later date. 

The English, of oourse, claimed all of the Ohio valley and the 
tributaries through their charters, most of which granted them land ex-
tending for a stated number of miles along the Atlantic coast, and 
reaching inland to the "Western Ocean". 

The earliest record of a visit to this vicinity was made in 1750 
by Christopher Gist. He was an explorer and surveyor, employed by a 
company of Virginians, among them George Washington. This Ohio Land 
Company was anxious to ascertain the nature of the country beyond the 
Allegheny Mountains. that they might buy land from the colonies to 
found new settlements. Gist traveled westward from the vicinity of 
Fort Duquesne,coming to the Tuscarawas River at the site of the present 
town of Boliver. It should be mentioned just here, that this trail 
became most frequented by later explorers and pioneers, Gist records 
in his journal that an Indian town called Tuscarawas, and meaning 
"Old Town" was located at thepoint whert;t he first reached the river. He follo1 
He followed down the river to the junction of the Tuscarawas and 
Whitewoman, which we know today as the Walhounding. He reached there 
on Dec. 14, 1750. On Dec. 26, thisentry is made in his journal. 
"This day a woman that bad long been a prisoner and had deserted, being 
retaken and brought into town on Christmas eve was put to death in the 
following manner; They carried her without the to~n and let her loose; 
and when she attempted to run away, the persons appointe~ for that 
purpose pursued her and struck her on the ear on the riftAt side of 
the head, which bent her flat on her face to the ground. They then 
struck her several times through the back with a dart to the heart; 
scalped her, and threw the scalp in the air, and another cut off 
herhead. Thus the dismal spectacle lay until evening, and then Barney 
Curran, (a white trader) desired leave to bury her, which he and htsth 
men and some of the Indians did just at dark. This evidently took place 
at the present site of Coshocton. 

Again in his journal, under the date of Tuesday, January 15,1751: 
"We left Muskingum and went west five miles to the White Woman Creek, 

1 on which is a small town. This white woman was taken away from New England 
when she was not above ten years old by the French Indians. She is now 
upward of fifty; bas an Indian Husband and several children. Her name is 
Mary Harris. She still remembers that they used to be very religious in 
New England; and wonders how the white man can be so wicked as she has 
seen them in these woods." 

(Newcomerstown was incorporated in 1827 
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Any of you who have driven from Cosho-Elton to Mt. Vernon, will recall 
having seen a boulder at the side of the pavement not far from 
Walhounding, marking the site of White Woman's Town. These two entries 
in Gist's Journal furnish the most authentic basis for the legend 
regarding the name of -trewcomerstown. Probably all of yQu are familiar 
with the story, hn~- J:tL · peat it, for the sake of continuity of my own 
story, and because i-t is undoubtedly the earlies account of the 
"eternal triangle" in this locality. 

Eagle Feather, the chief whose wife vas Mary Harris, became tired 
of her. One account says that in spite of the fact that he brought her 
home the finest meats for food, and the finest skins for clothing, ~he 
didn't have any papooses for him, But evidently this was just some 
old squaw's gossip, for Gist's journal states that she and her Indian 
husband had vereral children. At any rate• on one of their raiding trips 
into the Virginia frontier, Eagle Feather found himself a younger and 
more beautiful squaw. He captured her, bringing her home to live in the 
same wigwam with Mary Harris. Matters weint from bad to worse, with 
Mary becoming more and more jealous of the Newcomer. Finally one 
morning, Mary awakened the Indian village with cries that her husband had 
been murdered. And $Ure enough, there Eagle Feather lay, bis bead neatly 
parted by a tomahawk. Tbe Newcomer had fled. Of course this made it 
appear that she was the murderess, and the Indians set out in pursuit. 
They recaptured her at a small Indian town on the banks of the 
TuscarSBas, ~ome distance abaove Coshocton, and from that time on, the 
sige of her recapture by the Indians became known as The Newcomer's Town. 
Was it she whose execution was witnessed by Christopher Gist at Coshocton 
the day after Christmas in 1750? The legend relates that the Newcomer 
accused Ma:ry Harris of murdering her own husband in a fit of jealousy, 
but Mary was clever enough to convince the Indians of her innocence. 
Of course you will all note a discrepancy here, for Gist does not connect 
the two women in his journal, and apparently Eagle Feather was still 
amoung the living when Gist visited Mary Harris. 

Regardles.s-of whether or not we aocipt this legenC as the origin of 
our town's name; I'd like to make the plea that 1'e endeavor to form 
the habit of s~ying and writing New'comerstown. Not only does it serve to 
preserve the ox-igin, but is far more distinctive than Newcom#J._~rstown. 

The dec;iade trom 1750 to 1760 was one of strife between the French 
and Englisb 0 with th~ Ohio country constantly overrun by warring tribes. 
However, from captives held by the Indians during this time, it has been 
learned that there was a Newcomer's town. About 1760, the French were 
driven ().µt o:f this section, the English bad captured Ft. Duquesne and 
re-named.~t ft. Pitt., and.all the territory lying west of the 
Allegheni.~s, ·and north o:f the Ohio, had been ceeded to the English by 
the French. Messages sent to Indian chiefs by the commandant at Ft. Pitt 

. were frequently addressed to Newcomerstown, according to copies 
preserved in a Journal kept by the missionary Heamewelder. 

In 1761 and 62, two Moravian missionaries, John Heckewelder and 
Christian Frederick Post, came to the Tuscarawas valley, and buiot a 
small cabin at Bolivar, ·where they hoped to establish a mis6ion ameng 
the Indians. However the tribes were so hostile that they were forced 
to abandon the attempt within the year. 
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David Zeisberger, in 1771, was the next white visitor. Sometime 
around 1760 Chief Netawatwas had moved his band of Delawares from western 
Pennsylvania to the site of Newoomer•town, and had invited Zeisberger to 
follow, since Netawatwes already knew of the Moravian's good work among 
the Indians. When Netawatwes made this his capital, be adopted the name 
of King Newoomert and it was to this place that Zeisberger first came. 
Here he found the Indian village, nearly a mile square containing about 
one hundred log houses, many Qf them with evidences of civilization, sucha 
as shingle roofs, board floors, and one even had a staircase. It was here 
that the first Protestant sermon to be preached west of the Alleghenies was 
delivered to the Delaware Indians. At the time my great-grandfather 
bought tbe farm on which we now live, a large walnut tree was standing in 
the field about half-way between the present site of the railroad and the 
river. According to the story current at that time, Netawatwes ' cabin 
stood uubr that tree, and it was there that Zeisberger had preached. This 
location has been confirmed by records of the Morivan Church in 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Within a few years, the delawarea granted the Moravians use of part 
of their land for a mission, selecting as a site the Beautiful Spring; 
but since the story of SchoeQbrunn and Gnadenhutten is already so 
familiar to all, I am going to omit it here. 

For a time during the Revolution, the Tuscarawas became known as 
the "Bloody Valley", and it was during this time that the Moravian 
villages were abandoned and destroyed. Shortly after the Revolution, however, 
the settlers began entering the country west of the Alleghenie , and 
the first organized effort at seielement was undertaken at Marietta by 
a company of officers of the Revolutionary Army. They rec•ived a large 
grant of land from Congress, which was in turn divided up among the 
officers. They paid for the land with warrants which had been given 
them at the close of the war because the infant republic had no cash 
with which to pay its soldiers •• Following the Revolution, the colonies 
had ceded to the new government all their claims to western lands. 
This section, as far as the Miasie~ippi River, and north of the Ohio 
to the Great Lakes became known as the Northwest Territory, and in 1787 
a set of lavs, known as the Northwest Ordinance was drawn up to govern it. 
Two outstanding features of this ordinance were that slavery was to be 
forever prohibited from the Territory, and that certain portions of eaoh 
section were to be definitely set aside for school use. It also 
specified that not less than three nor more than five states were to~ 
be made from this Territory when certain requirements as to population 
and territorial government had been fulfilled. 

All of this locality was originally a part of Wahington COonty, 
with the county seat at Marietta, and came under the Revolutionary land 
grants. Most of Oxford Township was granted to John Bever, who was 
a native of Verginia, and to Gen. John Stark of Manchester, N. H •• 

_ Many at you m y recall having heard the farms east of us-Dougherty's, 
Morrises, Barnett's, Sohlupp•s, Woodwards, etc., referred to as 
"Stark Patent". John Bever owned the land lfest of this. Any resident 
of Newcomerstown, finding it necessary to have and abstract prepared 
today, would discover this on the front page: 

John Adams, President U.S.A. 
to 

John Bever 
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Whole 2n?J. Qr.,Twp.5,Range 3 
Oont$invlng 3999.s acres 

Patent 
March 20, 1800 



By 1798, ten years after the first settlers had reached Marietta, 
the population had increased so rapidly, that steps were taken to fDrm a 
territorial government, and by 1803, the territ~ry was ready to become the 
17~ state in the Union. But as the farther part of Washington County 
began to be settled, the necessity for some closer governing body became 
apparent, Coshocton, Tuscarawas and Stark counties, split off from 
Washington. In 1808, the division was made still smaller, when Stark County 
and Tuscarawas County were separately organized. 

It seems bard to beleive that only 1J8 years ago, this particular section 
of land was still uninhabited. I would like to point out first that 
the childish conception which probably all of us have had at some time, 
regarding the early pioneers was wrong. The days of Indian fighting in the 
Tuscarawas valley were past before the white sa•tlers came. Privations, 
swamps, malaria, mosquitos and wild animals were their enemies, but never 
Indians. The first settler known to be here was John Mulvane, who had an 
account at a store run by David Peter at Gnadenhutten. Several qatters 
families lived in cabins dotted about the valley and surrounding hills. 
The pioneers feared malaria and as a usual thing built their cabins on 
the hills, which were heavily wooded. David Johnson, a Mr. Sills, Daniel 
Harris, and Joseph and William Mulvane were among the very earliest 
pioneers. George Bible, Barney Riley and John Pierce, were hunters and 
s~nce they bad not obtained a legal right to the land on which they were 
living·w~en the owners aame, were known as squatters. One squatter, whose 
name may sound familiar, was Nicholas Funston, who was living on the Stark 
Patent p~io~ to 1816. 

lJl 1814,, Nicholas Neighbor came from Morris County, N. J. and having been 
pleasantly impressed with the location, purchased 1900 acres of the 
original Bever patent for himself and others. The following year a colony of 
bout sixty emigrants came from New Jersey. They came in wagons, prp.ltably 
drawn by ~xen, consuming about four weeks in their journey. No shelter 
was avafla·ble except the abandoned Indian cabins of tile former 
Newcomerstown, so they lived in these until their own cabins could be built. 
lli 1816 ~n~ 17, other settlers from New Jersey followed, .among them being 
Crat~r, M~lle~, Tufford, Gardner; Stouffer and Booth ~alil ·iiies. 

\. 

Acco~ding.to one h•6toey ()f the township, the first school was taught 
by Jacob Mil~e·r at his cabin, st tuated north of the river ~nd near the 
couni;y line. ·· Not long aft~rward, Seth Hart, a strailge-r iii the land, gave 
a term or twQ of school at the Stouffer cabin, a sbort di·S'tance above where 
the Nugen bridge is now located. The cabin cont~ined two rooms, and the 
one occupied during the day as the school room, was used at night as a 
bed room by the family of Mr. Stouffer. Of eours.e families bad to pay 
individually fo·r any scbooling their obildren rtl¢eived. 

The village o .f Newcomerstown was formally le:ld oilt in 1827; when the 
canal was built. The original plat con.tained 34 i.ots in t,tiree tiers, two 
north and one· south of the ~anal• })ridge Street formed the eastern 
boundary, and Cross Street ran parallel to it. Basin(later changed to Main) 
·street and Canal Streets ran east and west, and divided the three tiers of 
lots in the other direction. These names all show that they are directly 
.traceable to the Canal which was being built at that time. Names of many 
other streets however, keep the names of the early residents be•ore us to 
this day. These are Neighbor, Mulvane, Goodrich, West, Nugen, and Pilling 
Streets. 
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At •b·~· time the village was founded, it contained but one building, 
located Lilmediately south of the present depot; it had been built many years 
before, and was occupied by Nicholas Neighbor. He also erected the first 
store building, where Britten's store is now located. The first merchants 
were Nicholas Neighbor and Jacob Overholt, commencing about 1828. In 1830 
the villag~·centained four buildings. Ten years later, the.town had a 
popu.l:ation of 270; showing the influence of the canal ~p its growth. . . . 

Picture if you can, this village of Newcomerstow'ri: just one hundred 
years ago.· There were around two hundred people .. who li.v.e;d in log cabins. 
Probably they had glass in the small windows, ~n<l _maybe tb.ey bad rough 
board fl·oors. M~als were cooked in the fireplace,. O·r ;in the large kettles 
which· they ·i.a.d brought over the mountains in their wagons, and had hung 
out-,.of-d·aqrs.. There were no worries over what to co.ok, for- provisions 
we·re ·s.carce,· c·onsisting of wild game, and the vegetaates gro~n in their 
ga)"deQ·s. · Each s.pring they boiled down maple sap to · make·. th~ir sugar supply 
for ;the c·oming year. The regular visits of the .canal ~oats brought 
bigh;-priced coffee and tea, molasses and tobacc(> to the store. Of course 
they 'had very iittle ready cash, but could take the~r. drled peaches and 
apj)les, or ail extra hank of their own home-spug yarn to the store and trade 
for a few of these luxuries. When they killed a beef or deer, the meat was 
salted or dried, and the hide taken down to Aaron Sohenk's tanyard, which 
had been built about 1827 on the corner of River and Canal Streets. After 
the hide was properly cured, they'd take the leather to the shoemaker. He'd 
measuredtbeir feet, allowing plenty of room, for those shoes had to last an 
entire year. Regular applications of grease kept the shoes pliable enough 
that they could manage to get into them on cold winter mornings, though 
they were pretty stiff at first. The mothers had tQ keep spinning wool 
and knitting stockings about all the time, for children and grown-ups 
had to be supplied. Of course, after Pillings woolen mill was built 
about 1840, they could take the wool there to be carded and spun and dyed, 
and could even have it woven into cloth. 

At ~bout this time, too, a pottery was established on Basin Street,(Main) 
near :where the railroad now runs. Of course it w~s a pretty rough kind •• 
pottery, but very satisfactory, considering that thete were few dishes 
exoe,pt those broµ:gbt from homes in the east, oB.:rv:ery e:Xpensive ones brought 
in by the· canal boats. Potter Fox made mostly j~g·s~ jars, crocks and other 
pieQes of tlie sore, but many uses were found fo::r themt they were fine for 
cann:tng. 

A sawmill was built by Edmund Smith about 1,83J,, directly north of the 
canal on Buckhorn Creek, run as usual by water . powe~. The pioneers could 
then take logs and have lumber made. A flour DJill. was b~ilt about 1836 
at ·t·he we.st end of Basin Street. Before they had had to grind their own 
corn and_ ·wheat, or drive long distances to other mtlls already built. 

Ail ·of you have beard the story of the murde:;r Qf. t~e Post Boy in 1825, 
but perhaps few know that Oxford Tol!Qfthip fur,n~shed th~ ti·~st man to be 
executed by hanging in Tuscarawas Co~nty. A·man n~~e.d.Johnson, who was 
arrested soon after th• post boy had be~n kill~d).testifi~d that although 
he was not guilty of the mu:rde.r; ~~ h~d hear~ . the .spot. and had come out of 
the woods just in time to catch a fleeting glimpse of th~. assailant. 
He insisted that if he ever saw the man, he wo11:J,d be •J>ie to identify him. 
The county sheriff was inclined to belei ve Johl)sq~-· s !itory,, since foot-
prints found near the po.s·t boy's body did not :tit Johnson's shoes. 
Accordingly, all the fible-bodied men from the southern end of Tuscarawas 
County were called to appear at New Philadelphia Qn a certain day. 

6 



. ~bout 300 appeared and lined up along Broadway. Johnson was brought out 
and passed along the ranks. After scanning many of the men he piinted to 
John Funston, saying "There is the man". Funston at first denied the crime, 
but after trial and conviction, he confessed. He was hanged at New Phita-
deophia, Dec. 30, 1825. His sister, who lived on the stark Patent, near 
where the Shalesky farm is now located, claimed his body, which was buried 
som~wher~ in the woods f)n the farm .• 

In the ~arly days Qf the setti~ment, the closest market for farm 
pr()du¢·ts Wll.~ Pittsburg.; and the on1y way to ta.ke anything there was to 
drive. It was not usµal for tbe pioneers to see some drover coming east 
aiong the road, driving perl:J.aps ·a iarge flock of turkeys, a herd of cattle 
or hogs.. Then when the d:tovel" d~spos~d of bis live $t(>ck perhaps in 
P:i. tts:t>urg., but sometimes tn Philadelphia, he had to retu:rn by to•t Or 
ho:rseback; Qarrying with h.fm the profits of his trip, As a result, bandits 
frequently lay in wait on some lonely spot, hoping to r<rb the returning 
drover. Many taverns w~re the scenes of fights, and legends O·:f murders 
are frequep.t about som.e ·Of them. 

Even ·amusements had to travei by wagon back in th4' early days. The 
ci:r;cus oarile . to town, and the an:l,mals walked all the way. ~Y grendmotber 
loved to tell us about t:be ~i.me she and her brother held up the circuil to 
see the ele.phants. Great Grandtather Pilling'~ eal>in stood in the ya d 
j~st east ot where our house 1»tands now. At that time he bad a saw-mill down 
by the :r;;lve't and. the land nortb o;f the present culvert waa covered by the 
mill pond. >,.. f;iml:ill plank bridge carried the w.11goli road across the mill race. 
The ·cbiiclren had seen elephaP,ts with oirouse$ be-fore, and knew that rather 
than r~sk their great 1feight on ti.le small plat1.k br~dg~, the elephants 
would wad~ the mill pond. Of c0.1irse once they got in the water they 
tlloroughly enjoyed it,, and tile cir:i.vers had a t~m'e getting them out. This 
time .Grand.father Pilling thought he'd help the children have even more fun, 
so t .(>ld- ~bem to carry a :basket of potatoes out au:d spread them in the road. 
When tb~ e].ephatits came along they stopped to eat. the potatoes, and 
wouldn't bu~ge until e.v~ry l·ast one had been f,oulid; in spite of all the 
angry d;rivers Qottld dq. So if any of your grl!n:dparent's were worried that 
day aboµt the circus arriving late at Newcomerstown, it was all my gredt-
g~andfather~ fault! 

About where the pump station now stands, a grove of wild plum trees 
grew, an~ here the circuses would stop and prepare for the grand entry, 
at the same time removing some of the dust they had accumulated since 
l~~ving the last stand. 

The fiTst church organization in the town was Luthern. Tbe first church 
was a b;rtdk building located on the site of Salathial Neighbor's 
;r~~ic;ene(;t' today. As I understand it, the church was remodeled to ake this 
hou~e,. wh~ch back in our grandparents day was occupied by John Rodney and 
his wife Ellen. 

Have you ever noticed in the old cemetaries the rows and rows of 
· children's graves? Few pa~ents could boast of having reared all their 

children to maturity, ·and countless mothers died in childbirth. Thats why 
so many of our grandfathets anti great•grandjathers had two a»td often three 

· or four wives. Many chiidren died of cholera; and pneumonia, commonly 
called "singing ohills";took a t~rtible toll of people of all ages. Even 
though there were doctors bac~ in the early days, their cures were simple 
and their supply of dr11gs scarce. Consequently many a pioneer family 
depended soley upon thtit molher' s know.ledge of home remedies, :resorting to 
herbs, poultices, and even ~t t;J.me$ t() charms and incantations; preferring 
these to the doctor's }lastily 111ixed and evil tasting powders. 
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And now I'd like you to come with me and stand on the high bridge 
over the canal at Bridge Street, the year about 1860. You can hear the 
driver swearing at the mules long before the boat rounds the bend below 
town. The mules, two of them, are hitched tandem to the tow rope , and 
walk along the tow path on the south side of the canal, probably fifty or sixt3 
feet ahead of the boat which since it is evi4ently heav1ly laden, rides 
low :in the water. The driver, brandishing his whi.p, walks close behind 
the mul,es, seeing to it that they don't loiter • . Now the boat- approaches. 
It': s p~oba·bly fifteen feet wide and maybe four times that long, and has a 
co-lupact; sn~g appearance. It's a fine day, and the pafjF.Jengers are sitting 
up on" th~ top, on the benches. Tile steersman is lopping lazily against 
the tiller $'t the stern of the boat, depending on the. pressure of his 
shoulders to steer the boat along a proper cou.rsf;l while he scans the banks 
for a stght of some of bis cronies, exchanging banteting pleasantries, or the 
latest gossip from down the canal. 

Now ·the boat comes to rest against the bank, and unloading of passengers 
and c~~go take place. Some ot the passenger$ r~main in their places 
thollgb,, · s,inqe they are traveling farther up the (ia~al; . they spend ~e time 
laughing at the antics of Crazy Dave. He's a pQo:r f.~llow, rather unbalanced 
mentally, but entirely harmless, who roams arottml town. As a canal boat 
pullsin he likes to shout to •he passengers ~n .a :funny, singsong manner, 
"Crazy Dave will .!2. cut the pigeon wing for a copper•cent~a-button." One 
of the passengers laughingly tosses down a coin .and watches while Dave 
executes a queer little jig. 

All manner of goods were shipped by way of the c~na1-wool, wheat, corn, 
whisky, feat•ers, dried apples and peaches, sorghum mol'asses and hides, 
and in exchange the boats brought back calico, c~ffe$, tea, half-refined 
sugar, nails, and dishes. Mail was not carried a.s a utill~l thing, since 
other means of transportation were speedier. But as a cal'.'rier of news and 
gossip, the boat was unexcelled, :for it moved . slowly ene)ugb that 
conversation could be had at any point along .it•s tout(it. 

T.lJ.e canal was too narrow 111 mQ.st places for boats to pass, except at 
109ks and .be.sins. Frequent ~igh-tf;J occured there between boat crews to 
sett~e the question as to who shQuld pass through the lock first; conee-
cj.Uently 't:h~ man with l"f>ady ftsts found it easier to get the job. Each 
lock had· a tinder, and almo.(iit every Ioek had some weird story connected with 
it co11qEt'rni11g this or that strange happening. A blaok dog was reported to be 
seen freqµently roving about on.e Qf the locks near Port Washington on dark 
night$, and at Tucker's iock a headless man had appeared.d 

'l'hink wb~t excitement mue:Jt have rushed over the people in Newcomerstown 
when the following annou.n~ement appeared in the stubenville Messenger of 
May 31, 1851~ "The route. of the Stubenville & Indiana Railroad, after 
ca17eful suneys, has beeJi determin.ed upon. Its location was decided at 
t·be last meeting of the Board of DirectQrs. It leaves Steubenville 
through the Cross Creek Valley; thence by way of Uriohsville to Clisbocton." 
·The road from Steubenville to Newark was opened for traffic in April 1855. 
But as it had no connections farther east or west, it did not prosper, and 
before 1860 passed into receivership. It finally was merged with the 
lennsylvania railroad company in 1867, by which time direct connections had 
been established both to the east and to the west. 
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.. Few stories seem to have been handed down, C:onQe~ning tb~ bu'ilding of 
the railroad, but various incidents during t~e . C~:vil War time.$ m.ake mention 
of it. President Lincoln passed through here on hi:s ·wE.iy ·to Wa~hington in 
1861 making appearances on the rear platfarm just $8 presfdent.s do today. 
Mrs. Mary E. Dent, whom I'm sure some of you remembe1·, itked to tall about 
Lincoln's train stopping at Port Washington. She was · a: li·ttl~ girl of six 
or seven tb~n, and when her mother lifted her, the president stroked the 
child's heiid •. 

Into 186(1, Newcomerstown !lad a population of 577. How deeply each of 
those 577 ml18t. have fel 1; 'the lo.s;s of many young men from here who joined 
the Union.~my. At first ·no comppna. was mustered r•ght at Newcomerstown, 
but sever$.l we:re raised in su~ounding towns, which our men joined. They 
ware given.. bf.it a few weeks t~a:l.11ing, and then sent into battle. Train-lGads 
pa$sed thro~gh here, the men o·:tten sitting or standing in open flat cars. 

In the autumn of 186i; Camp Meigs was established on the Dover fair 
grounds, a~d most of tile enli~t~d troops from the country got a little 
early trainJ.ng there. The Fi(~y-first Regiment was organized at that place, 
-~nd Qompany Q. of that regiment was composed of Newcomerstown men. {Just as 
a.,\ .illu~1;r.a·tion of the short tratt;tJng given the Civil War soldiers-my 
Gtandfather Moore enlisted with .a company raised at Port Washington in August 
18(>2·. ;.•.rrney.' were sent for a s1tort t;lme to a campat Mingo Junction, and then 
sent .tQ tak~ part in the weste:rn campaign, where at the battle of 
Perryville in Kentucky, early in October, he was critically wounded. 

,AlthQug1t the telegraph was :Ln use before the time of the Civil War, it 
wa$ used on1y for important CQnimunications, and the folks back home had no 
way ofl{noliing what was happening exq~:pt trom the newspapers or heresay. 
som~t~m~e m~ny weeks passed bef~F~ they learned that loved ones had been 
k:lllf;ld or wounded. Very few daily pa.pers came to town, and the common 
p:t-aQ·tipe was for some good reader tQ take the Cincinnati Enquirer as soon as ~t a~r~ved, mount a box at what is now the Baltimore corner, and read 
e.l:oud all the news of the war to th~ crowd which assembled daily for this 
even·t.. tia'ts of compani~s .. engaged, names of killed or wounded, were 
a~:way~. included in the day·' s p.e:Ws and many people in th•t way 1-earned that 
a Jiqs~(lnd, father, son, 9r brotb,e:r had been killed. 

New<H>merstown made a steady growth in population even. du.ring the Civil 
W~r day~, and the p•riod fo.llowin.g the war brought many inventions to add 

·,to tbe comfort and prosper:i ty of thtil inhabi tauts. The ean.i• was still the 
most po.,pular tbroughfare·, anfi m~11y a returning soldier fou~d employment 
i;ilong its banks. Al thotigll ihe t~legraph was already in use" and taken as 
r-athe:t a matter of cour~e by th~ more urbane half of the citizenry, still 
it$ ~c·tu•l mechanism wa~ as mUeh a mystery to many, as television is to us 
to~aY·• They enjoyed t~lling of 'tb.e man who returned to ~1$ home •way out 
.in the hills, after one of llis ve:ry ingrequent and thetefQre amazing trips to 
Newcometstown, with the tepo:rt thl)·t one of the telegraph wi·res ''bad busted 
and tl,lere was a bushel of messages piled up in a heap•i·· 
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T~e C & M Railroad was built in 1s7,, and many stories are still current 
in the town about the camps of Irish laborers employed to buil it. It's 
completion was marked by the usual ceremony of driving the final spike of gold, 

The more prosperous housewives had sewing machines, and could turn out 
wonderful creations with yards of ruffling, basks with stays and dozens 
of buttons, and skirts with dust-ruffling to sweep a wide swath as one rustled 
her way down the street. Most. of the early se.wing ma~hines made a chain 
stitch, and woe unto him who pulled the wrong tb~e&.dio I have made axphatR 
s**"talq' a •ice little pic·~ure in· my mind of what. must uave occured in the 
parlor about the time . gJ.""andpa, dr~:ssed in his Sunday ·.beiJt and seated on the 
hair cloth sofa courti11g grandma, innocently pj.okc:1d up a loose thread on ~er 
new merino polonaise. 

In 1876, people heard that ,~ ~an named Bell bQ.d in.v~nted a telephone and 
though it was a :full twenty yeats before the first one was instalted in this 
locality, everyone began e~eJ"imenting to see ll,ow the thing really worked. 
Not only the children, but ·some (),f the grownups as well, tried stretching 
a string from the wood $b~d to the outkitcben, with a tin ean fastened on 
each end, and spent long hours ~houting to each othe~. 

During the •so•s the present town hall was built; and wttn tll,e 
completion of the Opera Hause, real progress was mad~ on t~e way of enter-

"-to.,., 111:.lt\..IUI/~ Not only did home talent shows prosper, but va~~o~~ troupes of 
ac;W.ra, musicians, magicians, and minstrels, some of whom wet-e already 
prominent in their particular fields, made stops he~e. 

Newcomerstown, in the latter part of the 19th Cent-gey, b~d a thriving 
fair each fall. Although the fair grounds were realiy situated in 
Coshocton County (on the land directly west of the col:'porati9J1 line, 
and owned by Dr. Geo. Kistler) still the fair belonged to N~wc9merstOltn. 
It was called the Central Ohio District Fair, and as :l..ts ·name ,i;mplies, was 
really larger than any of the county fairs. The fOUJ; d&.y$· ot the fair were 
the high point of the year for Newcomerstown citizen$ ~Qd people came from 
miles around bringing the family lunch in large picnic baskets. Many a 
summer's hard work over the hot kitchen stove was climaxed for Grandma 
when l>.e:r #:Jp'ioed peaches or marble cake was awarded the blue ribbon. And 
any girl vhose beau did not polish up pa's buggy and take her in her new 
fall f~nefy to see the horse races and side show, had re&.l cause for 
complaint, for that was the fashion show of the season~ 

In 1895, the Clow p•ant was moved here, and lent much impetus to ~he 
gr<htth o·f the population, in fact the census figure shows_ ~hat it doubled 
in that decade. At the same time the iadustrial life of the community 
tol!)°lr on a new phase, for products manu:faotured before that time had been 
largel,.y i;ibsorbed by local demand, and no active part had been taken in 
int,:rstate and foreign trade. From that time on, shipp:h,1g of manufactured 
prc,>duct·s from Newcomerstown has steadily increased. ·tt i .s not my intention 
here tQ occupy time in giving any account of the dev~lopment of our 
OOJi!mqQ.:i. ty ~i ~her in an industrial or social way since . the .. beginning of the 
,twentieth ()ent\lry, since this is current knowledge. It might however, be 
in·te:te$,ting to point out that in the 90 year period over whieh the United 
St(ltes de-P,sus ~~gures are availaba! for Newcomerstown, the greatest period 
of g:fQWt~ was tijat included in the thirty years between 1870 and 1900, when 
the.population increased by 23% as compared with 193~ for the thirty years ~ 
pl'.'e·o~~iiig, and 60% for the thirty years following that period. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUBEAlr PF TJE CEMSlrS 

WARBINGTON 

October 1, 1937 

Miss Loia Zimmer, 
Newcomerstown, Ohio 

Dear Madam: 

In compliance with your recent request, there is given 
below the total population of Newcomerstown in Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, according to the Federal Decennial Censuses fif 
1850 to 1930, inclusive. 

MRM:E 

1930 •••••••••••••••• 4,265 
1920 •••••••••••••••• 3,389 
1910 •••••••••••••••• 2,943 
1900 •••••••••••••••• 2,659 
1s90 •••••••••••••••• 1p251 
1880 ••••••••••••••••• 926 
1s70 .••••••••••••••••• 791 
1860 ••••••••••••••••• 577 
1850 •••••••••••••••••• 476 
1840 •••••••••••••••••• 270 

Very Truly Yoursp 

Leon E. Truesdell, 
Chief Statistician for Population 



In 1766, an expedition was sent out by the colonists from Phila-
delphia for the purpose of punishing the Indians who had continued to 
make depredations all along the frontier, destroying much property, and 
killing and capturing hundreds d white. The expedition was under the 
leadership of Col. Henry Boquet. He came west by way of Ft. Pitt, . 
following the usual trail to the Tuscarawas River at Bolivar. But due 
to the fact that he had been warned of very hostile Indian towns situated 
along the banks of the river, he set out across country to his destination-
Coshocton, traveling f~om Bolivar to Winfield, Sugarcreek, Chili and 
Coshocton, His expedition was large, and moved with military precision, 
so that the Indians readily ac~,iesced to his demands that all white 
priaoners be released to him on a certain date, or punishment of the 
tribes would follow. He had already he•d council with the heads of 
the various Indian nations, at Bolivar, and had chosen the forks of 
the Muskingum as the most advantageous for handing over all prisoners. 
His army arrived there Oct. 25, 1764. The following is quoted from 
records fo Col. Boquet: 

"This place (forks of the Muskingum) was fixed upon instead of 
Wakatomica as the most central and convenient place to receive the 
prt$oners 1 for the principal In4ian towns lay around them from seven 
to t'li~nty miles distant. exqept the lower Shawnee tovn situated on 
th~ Scicfto River about eighty miles,,. so that from this place the army 
had it in their power to awe ali 'f;ge enemies' settlements, and destroy 
the,i;r towns, if they should not p~nctually fulfill the engagements they 
b~4 ~ntered into." 

I wi;sh each of you might l"elid from Co. Boquet 1 s journal of the 
a;rrri.val daily of different b•nds of Indians to this camp, each w.l:tb 
a n~mber of white prisoners. Uy the ninth of November, most of the 
pr•$on,e·t'$had arrived that could be expected at that season, amounting 
to·· two b._ndred and six, besi&es ~bout one hundred more remainingiln 
p.os~~s$il)n of the Shawanese, whieh they promised to deliver the 
:follCiwt.ng spring, so the army ~etp.,_d to the ea~t. Some of the 
prist>ners had lived among the Indians for so many years that they 
grieved at parting, and in a few instances r~fused to leave the 
Indian husbands or wives and return to civilization. But these 
instances were far outnumbered by the joyous reunions which took place. 
In many c.-.., families had been separated for so many years that 
identification of loved ones was very difficult. I will quote just 
one of these stonr...es, ·which seemed to me the most beautiful. ~ 

"Harvey, in his History of Pennsylvania, says a great number of the 
restored prisoners were sent to Carisle, Pa., and Colonel Boquet 
advertised for those who bad lost children to come and reclaim them. 
One old woman who had lost a child, and failing to recognize it among 
the returned captives, was lamenting her loss, and wringing her hands, 
told Col. Boquet how she had years previous sung a little hymn to he 
daughter, who was so fond of it. The colonel told her to sing it to 
them, which she did as follows: • 

· Alone, yet not alone am I, 
Though in this solitude so drear; 
I feel my Savior always nigh, 
He comes my every hour to cheer. 

She had no sooner concluded, than her long-lost daughter, who had 
failed to know her mother by sight but remembered the hymn, rushed 
i•&p ter ~pthers arms." 



- '·' 

Lois ·craig -- June 15, 19€>7 

"I wandered today to the hills, Maggie, to watch the scene below 
The creek and the craoking old mill, Maggie, as we used to long ago. 
The green g11ove is gone from the hill, Maggie, where first tne daisies sprung 
Let us sing of the days that are gone, Maggie, when you and I were young.• 

I hope my unorthodox beginning hasn't left you as ba.Jly shak:en up as it did my 
sister wnen I told her I was planning to begin by singing. 

•But aren't you afraid you'll get a reputation?* she asked. 

That sort of shook me up, and I said, ~What do you mean, ~reputation•? 

~Well,•maybe reputation isn't the right word,~ she answered, •r guess what I 

mean is that people will begin thinking you're some sort of a character.• 
·-And t.hen I realized she had visions of my becoming a feminine Joseph K. Hall. 

•'. 
Actually, I Jon't think either of us ever saw Joe Hall, but like everyone else raised " . 

' in Newcomerstown we'd heard all about him. Anll when you come right down to it., you~· 

realize that Joe's very queerness earned him more lasting fame than more noble acts 

of lots of other people who have tried harder. 

I hope you"ll forgive me for reading this, for it's m11ch too easy -to get oarried 

away with my subject if I just talk. In fact I've been s0D1ewhat carried away with it 

ever since Bea asked me months ago. And what I've finally come up with after a great 

deal of thinking, note-taking, reaJing, and listening to my :mother's reminiscences is 

not really a history of Newcomerstown but rather what I'm going to call ~A Highly 

Personalized Chapter of the Ohio Story.• 

1'o me thepe is nothing more tiresome than history which is mere dates. It's people 

and the little ··unimportant inciaents with which their lives were fillad at a specific 

time which give's dates luster and maKe them memorable. 

On New Year's Day because I had nothing to do and no one to do it with, I bundled 

up in my hiking togs ani.l wandereJ to the hill mjself. I cut out across our field. to 

the viaduct an~-up onto the hill along the new o.s. J6 and on through the cut below 

the reservoir.'"' In general it was the same route which we kids and our Dad used to walk 

almost every Sunday afternoon in pre-automobile Jays. And I'll tell you, when you 

llwatch the scene below" today, yo 1 realize there' s a lot more gone than the green grove 
.and the daisies. And ~11 of dd • th t ... a su en you re aware a now you and I are that remember-

ing generation and there's so very much to be recalled. 
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One of the greate~t hazards in historical resel:!.rch is that you get so carried away 

with reading that you forget what it was you wanted to f lnd out in the first place, 

and I have that trouble with county histories. I consulted three different onos in 

writing this and if Pd taken time then to mark various paragraphs to read to. you now, 

this would have been far more interesting. As it was, I wasted hours trying to locate 

them anJ never·· did succeed. 

There•s this. however, from an 1870 Atlas which affords a proper. introductions 

"Oxford Township first comprised the territory now in Oxford, Perry and Washington, and. 

the south parts of Salem, Clay and Rush. An election at its formation was ordered at 

the house of John Beamers. Among the early pioneers were the Pierces, R.unstons, Rileys, 

Carrs and Nicholas Neighbor; the latter canie from N. J. in 1814 and bought 1900 acres 
·~·. 

of land. Returning home in the fall, the next spring he led out a company of 60 end.-

grants to his claim. Among these colonists were the families of William, .DaVid, Leonard 

and Nicholas Neighbor and that of John Welsh. 

The .Neighbors had clearings along a road south of the Panhandle RR and from their 

number and association, the settlement was named Neighbort.own until 1827 when Neighbor 

laid out and named it New Comerstown. The second quarter, Twp. ,5, Range J, entered in 

1800 by John Beaver was sold by him to Godfrey Haga, Presley Neville and Zacbeus Biggs. 

In Oxfofd' Twp. north of the Tuscarawas was the first capital of the Delawares ••• 

They abandoned"their capital and another tribe taking possession, called it New Comers-

town. Judge N-eighbor was the first postmaster appointed in 181.5 and took the name for 

nis new town. ~• 

George Bible was an early settler and a notable hunter •••• The fir~t tavern kept 

on the old road- had Andrew Crater for host. Dr. Upson was the earliest physician, and 

AAron Schenck "Started the first tannery. The first justice of the peace was James 

Douglass, appointed Aug. 11, 1808; tuen John Call; Geerge Bible; Robert Coples; 

Joseph Wampler and Paul Sheridan. 

John Junkins kept a public house at his home in 1808 and David Douglas ran a ferrt 

across the river as early as 1809 since this was the date on record when license was 

required. The,"·County Commissioners had held their tirst meeting at New Phila in 

April 1808. 
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The first preacher was Parker llTillia.ms, a circuit rider who hold meetings at dif-

ferent houses according to appointment. He was present at t.he execution of John ft'unston, 

murderer of the postboy. 

In 182.J Schenck started shoemaking,and tanning in 1827. School was kept at set-

tlers' cabins till as late as 18)0. Judge Neighbor erected the first dwelling in the 

vicinity of the telegraph towar and the first store the latter a brick, on the 
Ce.~ 

southeast corner of ~n at. west of the Marietta UR. The first storekeepers were the 

firm of Overholt and Neighbor. In 18)6, Nugen, Minnich and .V.:verett ;.~ere merchants and 

at this date, Jesse Burr and the Mulvaines started a store. 

Before I go on with m.y ~Personalized Chapter", I'd like to rucommendl five books 

to you -- all by the same author -- Conrad Richter. One you may already have read 

when it was serialized in the Saturday Evening Post or have seen on TV as adapted by 

Walt Disney. Called ''The Hight in the Forest" it's a story of a captive white boy• s 

reluctant parting from his adoptive Indian parents when Col. Boquet ma.de the trip to 

Coshocton in 1764 to reclaim the captives Indians had .stolen from the colonies to the 

east. It descl"ibes their return along the Tuscarawas River; how unhappy the boy was 

back with his real family in Pennsylvania; and his return to the Indian village on a 

high bank along an unnamed river. surely the author ha.cl Newcomerstown in mind for at 

least part of his story. 

Even mora valuable are Richter's four other books dealing uith Ohio. The first 

three a,l"o called "The Trees," "The Fieldstt, and "The Town It, and you 1 11 find them pu.b-

lished separately and also as a trilogy, while the fourth, published onl~,r a year ago and 

called hCountry cf Strangers-, answers an important question ·the others left dangling: 

*What happened to the little girl who was lost?• 

They are fiction, of course, but so historically accurate that they provide a per-

f ect description for us of the pioneers as they on.me into Ohio, out down the trees, 

cleaL·ed the fields, founded the towns and set up the stu te government. dead them, and 

you' 11 feel a new sense of humility at tne hardships OlU' ancestors underwant to leave 

us this lovely valley. 

The Tuscarawas valley wa.s still in "The Traestt stage when David Zaisberger paid 
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his fir::;t visit here just seven years after those 206 wnite men, won1en .:..ml children 

under the protection of Boquet• s army traveled back up t.ne valle.r enroute to Ft. Pitt 

and reunion with their families. 

His visit is described in th.is e.x:cerpt from the 188.5 History of Tuscarawas Cowity, 

and if you have one of these volumes, you 111 find it. on page 2'1): "In tne spring of 

1770 at a new Moravian village called It'riedensstadt, on the Bea.var River in Pennsylvania, 
' 

a wampum belt was brought from the great council at Gekelemukpechunk (New Comerstown) 

with notice that, inasmuch a.s an epidemic had recently carried off many· Delawares, and 

believed to ha¥~ bean brought on by the power of witchcraft, some of the counselors 

were of the op~nion that by embracing Chrititianity the contagion would cease; It was 

therefore resolved that the remedy should be resorted to, and that whoever snould op-

pose the preaching o.f the Gospel among them ought to be regarded as an" enamy of the 

nation, An urglmt request was sent to several of the Pennsylvania missi..ms to remove to 

tha valley of the Tuscarawas where they might have their choice of lands and dwell in 

peace and safety. 

David Zei1Jberger, one of the missionaries, was impressed with th&· idea of removing 

the missions to this fruitful valley in Ohio. In March 1771, escorted· by several 

Christian Indians, all mounted, he visited the Delaware capital, Gakalemuckpechunk. 

The town lay a.midst a clearing, nearly a mile square, just east. of the present Newcomers-

town, and consisted of about one hur..dred houses, mostly built of logs. Zeisberger was 

the guest of Nstawatwes, the chief of the nation, who dwelt in a spacious cabin with 

sningle roof, ttoarJ floors, staircase and stone chimney. 

•In this building, at noon on the 14th of M~rch 1771, a throng or Indians, together 

with nfJl4rly a dozen white men, gathered to listen to the first Moravian sermon delivered 

in the territory now comprising the st~ite of Ohio. His subject was th.e corr~ptness 

of human nature and the efficacy of Christ's atonement; and ha exposed tne absurdity of 

the doctrine then urged by Indian preachers, that sin must be purged out of this body 

by vomiting.. r . 

Now let's join my great-grandfather, James Pilling, who came to Ohio in 1840 and 

bought the tract of land which included tne site of the abandoned InJ.ia.n village where 

Zeisberger had preached seventy years before. ~bout midway between the river and what 
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would later be the railroad stood a large walnut tree under which, he was told, the 

cabin of' the Delaware chief Netawatwes had been. When I was younger I was inclined to 

doubt that story for 70 years seemed such a long time for a ·Lrae to stand. But now I 

know 70 years isn't at all, particularly when one reads c.hat many of Ohio's virgin trees 

measured five or more fe~t in diameter when the forests were cleared. 

Af'Ler Jim -.Pilling visited the tract on which· a cabin and small woolen mill had 

already been built and Nhich possessed a s~wmill down at the river's edge, be concluded 

its purchase at Steubenville. Then he returned to Redstone, Pa., to make arrangements 

for bringing his wife Sally, and their four little girls, Anne, Rebekah, Ellen and 

Sabina, t.o Ohio the following spring. His brother-in-law. Thomas Benton. came at aBout 

the same time &nd together they began restoring the woolen mill wh1-0h operated with water 

power, as did the sawmill. The millpond. north of the present culvert · and ext.ondiug 

over much of the field to the east. was fed by a small stream running between the canal 

and the river. oalled Bee Tree Gut. 

~ 1840 the frontier had pushed much farther west anJ Ohio was a young and th.riving 

state. The Ohio Canal had been in operation almost ten years, causing new little towns 

to spring up &long its ~nlcs and helping the once isolated farmers to Ship their produce 

to market at Cleveland or Ohio River por~s. 

up in the hills about five miles to the east in the area which later became Glasgow, 

another family of my ancestors was living. Bw'ress Moore and his family had come .from 

Pennsylvania to Guernsey County in the fall of 1825 but two years leter they had moved 

north into Tuscarawas County. cautiously avoiding the valley with its th~eat of ague 

and building their log ci1.bin in the hills. 

Perhaps they were lured by the Ohio Canal. I like to imagine ':.he excitement 

which must have ensued when the canal proposal was first introduced as a resolution in 

the Ohio Leglislature in 1817. It took five years. after that. until a survey could be 

authorized and then there were four rou.tes considered. 1''inci~ly the Summit County-Tus-

carawas-SCioto · plan was adopted, contracts for its building were let in sections of 

one-half to a mile each~ and work was be~ in 1825· 

Incidentally. this was the same year that the postboy enroute from Cadiz to Zanes-

ville was murd:ered in thA sout.hAl'TI nart of OXf'ord Townshin. A man named Johnson who 
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heard the shot and was first at the scene was arrested as tha prime suspect. He in-

sisted he was innocent and that he would be able to identify the real murderer if he ever 

saw him again. 

Consequently, all the able-bodied men in the southern part of the county were 

summoned to go to New ?h1ladelphia on a specified day to be viewed by the prisoner. My 

great-grandfather Alexander Moore and his olde1· llalf-brother. Thomas. were in the crowd 

of approximatelq JOO when Johnson. led among them a.nd scanning each one oarefull.y, sud-

denly pointed to John Funston and said, ~There•s your man.w 

Alex and Thomas Moore were among the men W'bo helped build a section of t.ne canal 

west o! Port Washington, the contract for which was held by Abram Garfield from Cleve-

land. The Moores lived at home but they often lingered in the evenings with the other 

men who1n Mr. and Mrs. Garfield boaI"ded at their shanty because they liked to hear Mrs. 

Garfield sing. 

In spite of the fact that the Garfield's son James. who was destined to become the 

president. was not born w1til 18)1--the year after the canal was !inished.--storias persist. 

that he helped.,build it. Every farm along its course even including our own. had a 

nGarfield spring• from which the budding president was reputed to have· carried water. 

After the l>illings came to Newcomerstown they lost three infants and their first 

Ohio-born child to surVive was my grandmother, Maria._ born in 1847. And with her ar-

rival rf13 •highly personalized history8 really begins• for it was through her eyes that 

I saw so many of the events 1i11 describe. 

There vas her reference to foxfire seen on dark nights over the marshy bottomland 

at the foot of the hills to the south whie1h always gave me a vary spooky feeling. 

And last summer ~p in Michigan when they saw the same thing over a swamp and called it 

a flying saucer they no doubt felt spooky too. 

She used to tell about the desolate feeling one got at seeing someone riding to-

ward the little town carrying a long stick aoross his knees, for everyone knew he was 

on his way to the cabinetmaker to order a coffin, and the stick was the length of the 

corpse. 



Marie was going on six and her little brother Benton was three the spring of 

1853 when their mother died. Sa1r#tifas a gaunt-looking woman. taller than her slight 

7 

English husband and she'd been help~ him at the sawmill, gotten we' and oaught cold. 

She died of what they then called sinking chills, but we now call pneumonia. 

On the d.9.y their mother died, the two young children wer-e taken over to the foot 

of the hiJ.:, across the canal. to the home of & neighbor and on th~ way tney stopped 

to watoh workmen building the new railroad which was completed in 1855 between Steuben-

vill.e and Newa.l?k. Sally was buried in the pioneer cemetery down in the middle of town 

beside mer mother, Anue Cunard, who had died three years before, ancl Jim, distraught. 

over some neighbor's contention that Dr. Brown had given her the wrong medicine, dis-

patched a rider to carry a sample of the powder to a chemist. in Staubenvillo whose tests 

exonerat.ed the physician of all blame. That doqtor was Clancy Vogenitz•s grandfather. 

Despite tne loss of their Mother, Maria and Bent.on had a happy childhood for they 

revered their father with his wonderful store of knowledge and adored their sister Becky 

who had taken over the management of the home. 

Winters. they attended school down in Newcomerstown, Maria at first in a small. 

school located about where the Presbyterian Church now stan<l.s, and later at the Onion 

School-so named because it united the village and Stark Patent <list.riets. Thia was the 

two-story wooden building which was moved baok in 1900 to make way for erection of the 

brick high school b'lilding on College St •• and I believe still stands on Cenden ct. 

Maria's change 0£ sch0ols was sudden. 

She and her neighbor and playmate, Bob Nugen, were at. school one day when the fire 

bell rang. It would have been the one on the Lutheran Church which later became tha 

Rodney house. and they learned that the lumbar which was being kiln-dried to build the 

new school had caught fire. Frightened, the two children grabbed their dinner buckets 

and ran home, not to return to school until the new building was completed in 1857• 
In the summer Mana and Benton helped arowid the sawmill where one of their duties 

was to strip the roJgh bark off logs before they were put through the mill, so the saw 

blade swishing ·Up and down wouldn't become dulled too quickly. 
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Althou5h there was no f or.:na.l graduation, Maria attended the so-called high school 

as long as there were subjects left to study and then she got a summer teaching job 

in the one-room school near Hill's lock -- present site of the roadside park west. of 

Port Washington. The white frame buildlng sat on the nor·Ul side of the valley where 

the road used to swing up and around the base of the hill providing earl7 motorists, I 

can remember, wit.b. scary skids on .rainy days. Mllch as I dreaded that . road I loved it 

too, for more wildflowers seemed to grow there than anywhere else in the county and the 

first bloodroots always blossomed in the clearing around what we callad H<lMoore1 s 

schoolhouse. , ! 

She was teaching at Wolf Station when Dave Moore was discharged from tbe Union 

Army in the early summer of 186.5, came back to his parents• log cabin in the hills, and 

found work driving a team pulling canal boats. Three years later they were married and 

began operating the Lone Star Hotel in Newcomerstown -- the building which we remember 

as Abe DaV1s's , -0ontectionery on the present site or the Reeves Bank. 

At about that time, according to the 1870 T11scarawas County Atl.aa-. boundaries of 

the town were, ,_o-n the west, a lina about a block west of Goodrich st •. r which joined 

Buokhorn Creak. at the north and confined the town around the bases of -the hills and up 

along the Camak as tar as West St •• which ran along the cemetery to S.tate st.• which 

bounded. the town on the south. The cemetery had been started ~bo~t 1060 and a headstone 

in the northwest section with the name Frederick Rorabaugh, Nov. 11 .. 1860, 11arked, ac-

cording to my grandmother, the first burial. A number of stones bear. earlier dates 

but these identify people whose bodies were moved from other places. 

During thl:s time, Jim Pilling had married again. His wife, in the eyes of her 

resentful. stepdaughters of practically the same age, t1as a. conni Ving young widow named 

Zellnda Thompson. Her husband had been killed in the Civil War leaving bar with two 

children who were half-grown at the time she remarried. In 1879 when my mother was 

three years old. her Grandfather Pilling met a tragic death. He was walking down the 

railroad to claim a shipment of machinery for the woolen mill ;men he was struck by a 

train and l:dlled. 
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Dave and Maria .Moore bought the farm, moved back t.o it, and it's bean my mother's 

home ever eince. She was eight, she says, the summer the iron bridge was built across 

the river, replacing the covered wooden bridge which had blown down in a storm. The 

bridge date stahds out in her mind because the big iron girders lay in the corner of 

the field down next to the bridge, and on the day of her birthday party, June 20, 1884• 

she and a few chosen friends abandoned the rest of t.he guests and went down to pln,y on 

the girders• H.er mother went and brought her back and probably she got more th.an just a 

birthday spanking• 

The Moores,.• closest neighbors were the Smiths who lived in a .cosy .. lloking house 

set in a wide lawn circled with maple trees. at the corner. This was . . the old home of 

Col. Robert Nugen, ElJJ.Fa Smith•s father, who had been one of the c01'IJ!lunity leaders 

aver since he 1 &.- help~d build the canal and ~hose 800 acres o! land st.retching across the 

valley and up Qnto the hills on both sides had been divided u.p among hia children• 

The Nugens and~illings and their descendants were the closest of neighbors and best of 

friends for t~eo generations and my own dearest non-relative was Aunt Sa.die .~Sperling, 

the Smith's daughter who remained at the old home unti1 it was sold. "'' ... 
N~m~es me madder, now, than the street sign just east of th!.f~,! station 

which is spelled "NuglJm11 , nor sadder than the sight of what remains of that lovely old 

Nugen house tllf!led into a very filthy filling station and junkyard. ..., 

That neig.~bo1•llness once brought an about-to-be-famous man to OU!., housa. ff1' grand-

mother's eldes~ sist.er, Anne. was married in Sept. 185J to Conrad St.ocl_ter (pronounced 
"'" 

Coonrod) and two auests at the wedding were then visiting at Col,. Nuge:p' s. +hey were 

newly graduateQ.· from West Point -- his nephew John N~gen with his fi-iend, Phil Sheridan. 

It was the custom in those days for all the wedding party to aocompany-· newlyweds on 

horseback to their new home, and that day on t.he ride to Port Washington, Be~ Pilling 

was paired off . to ride with young Sheridan. If' this were a historical novel rather 

than a true story, the riJe no doubt would have blossomed into romance. Instead, de-

voted. unselfish Becky later became the second wii'e of a tight-fisted ·farmer out in 

Washington Twp-., and died while still comparatively young. of CLJ.ncer. The Stockers' 

first home was modest. but later they built the lovaly brick house that ~ecently has been 

restored to it.s orltlna.l heaut.v and stands less than a mile west of Port Washington. 
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Brown-eyed Annie M<...>re stored up lots of memories of bar school days. They were 

frequently highlighted, as soon as she and har friends had eaten their lunches, with 

trips down to Bridge street where they'd stand on the canal bridge and watch tor boats in 

the hope they could ride as the bridge would be opened and turned to permit passage of 

the boat and the team that pulled it. Bridges that turned were a new wrlnltlei o-riginally 

all of them were high eno'Ugh for boat and team to pass beneath. 

Or sometimes the children would go into Snith & Di-0kerson•s Store which occupied 

the Baltimore comer. and watch. the horse on a treadmill at the back which operated the 

elevator when tanners brought in wagonloads ~ grain to be stored for shipment on the 

canal. Boating, in the days preceding the building of' the railroad, was big business. 

but by 1880 th& railroads had taken all the passenger business and most of the :freight 

hauling. except.. for shipments of such things as wheat, coal or llllllber -which did not re-

quire speed. 

On their ;iay downtown those sahoolkids of the l880•s would pass--Bill Deaver•s 

general store where the Oxford Cleaners is now. In addition to a large population of 

oats. this st.ol'te possessed. both cracker and pickle barrels which were moat. at.tractive 

to children, hungry or not. But Mr. Deaver was best remembered by my mother's generation 

for his three <Laughters -· May who was a teacher in Cleveland; Dollie. the mother ot 

author Henry Wolfe; and Al~ie. mother of the late Bill Timmons. a highly suooessful 

photographer at; Coshocton. Down on Ma.in st. was M. Yingling ('i: Son's grocery store and 

fino chine. st.ol'e which was still in operation during our own childhood; and here. too. 

was a grandfatBer of a famous grandson - Norman Bel-Geddes. 

On down the street where Bair' s is, wa.s ])ave Cret.er• s store where. tclirsty men went 

to get a <U-ink ~ ot liquor out of a tinoup hung on the side of ~ barrel • . 

Inciuentally, few names in local history have undergone as many changes as Crater 

which now seems .to hav:-e general acceptance. O.n old plots of the toil."ll it. is spelled 

Crater, and in Grandfather Filling's daybook, it's Critter. Mlllvane was spelled Mulvaine 

on the 1870 map. and there was no E in Vogenitz. 

Mr .. Bicker, the undertaker who had come from Prllssia a.nd. spoke with a dreadful 

accent, had a shop on Canal St. where the ttnew" hotel now stands. and when he wasnt making 

caskets or offioiatin.e: at funerals .. he made fine fUrniture. His daue:hter Clara became 
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on the si~ Mrs. Wallis's home. the second wife of Israel Vogenitz and lived 

Just up the street from Bicker•s was the Andrew ~ter tavern -- the house later 

owned by Lel Shoemaker. After the death of Mr. Crater's wife, he returned to New Jersey 

and brought his maiden sister. Aunt Sa.rah. to run his house and raise his children -

Jack. Clark.- Anne and filizabeth. None of these left survivers. a.it Jackt s memorial 

is very noticeable .... the large monument topped with statuary dn the east side or the 

cemetery along,-West st. He and his wife. El.la Patterson who I believe was a great-au nt 

of Lucille Deeslie•s, lived in the big house on Bridge st. now owned by Bu.ss Tay1or. 

My mother. says Aunt Sarah Crater was a fqrceful character who as she got ol.der 

became queer • . Children liked to stop and sit on the stone wall back-ad up by shrubbery 

that surrounded. the house~ and Aunt Sarah was in the habit of sneaking up behind them 

and poking them with her cane. 

My mother .attended first grade in a small building which stood to the sou.th o:t the 

Union School, next to the railroad. Her teacher was Miss Lillie McFadden who later be-

came Mrs. John Keast. and she was memorable to little Anne Moore tor the gorgeous 

bres.stpin she aa.,a.3 s wore - a ·t.hing of dazzling beauty. These same first graders en-

joyed sitting on the fl.at t.op rail of the board !ence along the railroad and taunting a 

poor woman who .. llved. aaross the tracks and took in washing. She possessed a peg-legged 

hunl!land and a i'at little daughter whom olassmates called Rachie· Pudding. Why. my mother 

wonders now, di-On't Miss McFadden warm the little bottoms of tne whole crew? 

In the thi-rd grade Miss Nellie Miskimen. a woman of action. was her teacher. One 

day MissMiski:mm:en became so enraged at a bad boy named Lewis that she 1"'.-lised his slate 

over his bead. -"brought it down with a tremendous oraah and left the frame draped over 

his shoulders •.. This is the same boy, who when a oarnival crune to town., departed with 

it and later was reported to have married the daughter of the man who r-• .m the merry-go-

round. 

&a Moore farm joined the Zi.mlller ram on the north and ever there in the Buckhorn 

Valiey my dad was growing up in the housa remodelod. and now oooupied by his nephew. 

Frank Wi,er. To share with you C\11 the stories handed down i'rom that siue of the family 

·would take ::..t least this long again, so I won't start. Instea'1. I'd llka to do a little 

reminescimr of mv 0"111 andA as I did la.st wirtt,,er on another or my solitary walks, retrace 
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our route to school. 

On zero mornings there was the hum of the wind in the tightly contracted telephone 

and telegraph wires above our heads and. the inevitable chuckle tnat ensuad as we recalled 
'.;. ~·. 

MaMoore' s ~.J,;y: a.bout the town liar .who rushed lnto Smith & Dickenson• s store and an-

bounced, ~The telegraph wire's busted and there's a whole pile of messages up there by 

the crossing.• 

That day last January when I itwatched the scene below" I marvaled~-at how few ware 

tne houses along State St. when Frederic, David and I usea. to wal.iC to .. -school, frequently 

joined at the and of tne bridge by Ralph and Car.l Portz. Marian, I should add, was 80 

much younger than the rest of us that :Jhe missed all this. There were none but cinder 

paths half-way to town, and after passing Smith's at the corner the next house on the 

left was the one at the pump station, just as it is t.oday. On the north side of the 

street there were four houses in a row -- Stoner• s, Cola• s, Asher• s <i'fid Stewart• s -

and than none until beyond the cemetery, so our route followed the ::,road cinder path on 

the south side' of the street. At the east corna~ of the cemetery we crossed to the 

brick sidewalk· skirting the hedge, with Th13lma Nicodeniu• and Virginia iJorsey frequent ly 

joining themselves to the procession wnich by this time would have begun to straggle as 

the older children outdistanced the younger. The next house we came t.o was Wiandt•a 

and I don't know why, but Hollis Stewart who was somewhat older than t:D.~ rest or us but 

frequently a.member of our growing delegation, always referred to Mrs. Wiandt as ¥a-s. 

!lenny-Penny. Next came Chris Opphile' s and then at the Chestnut St. corner was 1;.he green-

painted house where the fourth-graJe t~acher, Miss Carrie -Dougherty, lived. 

Our teachers, of course, ware different from those at the west building where strange 

children want who lived in the other en9, of town. No doubt those children fe1t the same 

way about us. That line of demarcation between the schools was as effective as the 

Berlin Wall in dictating a child's acquaintanceship, and on the rare occasions when we 

intermingled to practice for a cantata, I cherished for days ti:e memory of some child 

I had mel and admired. That, in fact, is my first recollection of Irene Morris .Beaur•-

gard. 
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College Street in the days when we walked to schuol lugging our books and swinging 

our dinner buckets, came straight out to State Street without any bend at the railroad. 

an,i the Wise family -- whose so.na Ralph and Francis usually attached themselves to our 

party -- lived in a one-story yellow house on the northeast corner. As we walked along 

past their fence we'd smell the hot tar on the pipes in Clow's yard ~aross the street, 

and hold Otlr c~ld hands up over our ears to shut out the noise of constant hammering. 

Frequently we'd have to wait on a train when we reached the crossing and there we 

~ained our £irst appreciation of fa.r-away places with strange-sounding. names. The iull-

man cars had l~~ely, unpronouncabla names printed along their si~es, ana people sitting 

in the diners with snowy white cloths and pretty little lamps on the individual tables 

embodied for U"S the ultimate in luxury. Oh, to be on onel 

There was· just one thing wrong with haVing to wait on trains. What if the last 

bell rang and we were late? I don't know about children of other families, but none of 

us three Zimmers ever could have lived down such disgrace. '• 

I can't remember when I firs~ saw an automobile; they seem always to have bean in 

evidence. But I shall never forget the bliss of our first lo~g ride. Ours was among 

the later families to acquire cars of their own. We didn't get one, in fact, until 

lt'rederio was old enough to drive. I'm sure h1:>wevor. tua.t our Vad was waiting on the money, 

rather than on Frederic. For all those years when other people were getting them, we 

kids hung over· our f:ront gate with hope in oar eyes and envy in our hearts. 

The road past our house was tha first to be paved in our end of the county -- in 
' 

1914, I believe -- and after that every Sunday there was a continual parade. feople 

with Overlands~and Buicks and Maxwells and Fords and Chandlers and Old6Dlo'biles spent 

Saturday polishing them and then on Sunday loaded up all theh· frialJds and relativea and 

spent the day grandly riding back and· forth between our house and Rufenacht's (later 

Morris1 s) where a oiroula.r turn...about was smoothly beaten into the dust and four or five 

round trips was par for an outing. 

But that first long rid&t One S~day morning when we three were in Sunday School 

down at the M. P. Church our Dad came and got us, announcing that Mr. Sam Robinson bad 

invited us for-· a ride and we went all the way to Dennison and back. I suppose it took 

- most of the day, though I don't remember. Nei§h.er do I know why our mother didn't go 
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along. Maybe it was just one of those men's and ltids' parties and she wasn't even asked. 

That roust have been conside~ble later than another ride Dad took with Mr. Robinson 

which has gone down in family history as one of the more notable events in his Ute. 

That also happened on Sunday. Did liked to sit on the front porch to read and he 

gladly accepted when Mr. Robinson came by about ten o'clock and invited him to go along 

on a spin to IDt·richsVi.lle. . ., ~ .• 

Families :ifho lived within hearing of the railroad were far more accustomed. in 

those days. to,, time things by trains than by cloc.Ks, particularly a.a there was con!u.sion 

in the neighborhood between Cenb'al standard Time and Sun Time which,- 1 believe, was a 

half-hour slower. At any rate, after Dad and Mr. Robinson disappeared. up the road in a 

cloud of d.ust on that hot. Sunday, No. 10 went east.J .No.· 19, at noon, went west. followed 

an hour or twOf~later by that. whizzing mail train. No. ll. Later we heard No. 6 go east 

and finally. ~ght on the dot, we heard No. J, west-bound• w~iling for our crossing 

cut back of the sa.ndhill. This was alays ou:r- family's ngnal to go bring in the eggs, 

walk to the hill to drive the cove in for thelr evening milking, and start kindling the 

fire in the kiit.ohen stove :ror supper. still there wa.s no sign of Dad.-· Ahen. just as 

my mother must, .... s11raly ha-va been approaching pame, there he oame1 wal'1Ging from t.own. 

They had l"epaired and changed tires the livelong day, he reported. and having only 

advanced as fa~ as the Tuscarawas station by the t.ime No. 3 ea.me along., he had simp]3 

boarded the train and come home. I don't know yet when Mr. Robinson .g-ot ba.ok. 

But let' s~go on downtown from Sast school building. Roge:rs Brothers had a grocery 

store where the Jaok and Jill Shop is now and if a chil.d had a penny he could buy an 

all-day sucker or a jawbreaker. I'm still deeply lndebted to Mabel Draher for all t.b.e 

sharing she did with ma. Joe Mulvane's Drugstore, I used to think, had the loveliest 

Slllell in town - such a luscious mingling of drugs and perfumes. Then. we'd cross the 

canal bridge to. Bear's Drugstore where we bought our schoolbooks every Setnt~mber and 
· · ~ 

where we returned frel(Uentq for pencil tablets trademarked either "Goldenrodll or 

ttconqueror of the Chiefs*. The latter had a red cover with white paper inside and we 

Zimmers much preferred it. 

On around' 'l'halheimer' s corner and Jown along Main St. one could find three dry• 

goods stores which all had a nice new-goodsy odor. These were the Fa.otory Store, 
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Vogenitz' s and Neighbor• s, whieh had a milllne17 shop at the rear. I especially loved 

Mrs. Case's millinery store, for another of my neighboring non-relatives, Aunt Jessie 

Smith who later became Mrs. Jerry starker, worked there as a trilllltler and on one wbnQ.er• 

f'ul Saturday had Me stay with her the whole afternoon while I made a doll hat. 

And band conoertst Remember? We used to walk downtown and back in the evening 

with our paren~. stopping in when the concert was over and before we -started the 

long walk home,J.n the dark, for dishes of ice cream at »nerson•s store. about where 

westem Auto is,. now. 

You see? ~,This can go on indefinitely and I think it• s fun. .... Bu1;. r•ve had only . 
one object in mind in ending up this 1liighly Personalized Chapte:r of the Ohio Story• 

mith memories @f my own.. And that w.a.s to stimulate the desire of ever1one of you. too, 

to '*wander to the hill to lmtoh the scene below"• 

Think backward, and then try listing your memories under your five senses --

tasting, touching, seeing, smelling, hearing - and you'll come up with a personalized 

ch.apter or you~ own that will touch enryone else's in places b\lt never be quite ide.n .. 

tioal. And in't'the pooess, ;you'll polish the edges of recollection whioh are beginning 

to darken and keep them forever bright • 

.. 1. 



"I wQ,ndered today to the hill,. Mizgy,ie, .to watch the scene below 
The creek and the creaking old mill, Maggie, . aa we used to long ago. 
The ~reen grove is _gone from the hill,. Maggie, where fi1·st the daiaiea apr.ding 
·Let ua sing of the days that are gone, Maggie, . when you and I were young. 

I hope that 'rtrJ unorthodox beginning hasn't left you as badly 

shaken up as it did Irof siater,.when I told her I waa planning to begin by singing. 

11 But aren 1 t you afraid you 1 ll-get a reputation?" she asked. 

Th.at sort of shook me,. and I said, 11 What do you mean? Reputation'l 11 

11 Well; maybe reputation isn 1 t the ri.e:ht word, 11 she answer.ed. 11 1 
w 

guess what I mean is that people will begin thinkin!! you 1re some kind o:,lcharacter.~1 

And that made me realize she had visions of my becoming a feminine 

Joeepn K •. Hal1 0 Actually,: T don't t.hink either of ua ever aaw Joe Hall, . but 

like everyone else raised in Newcomerstown we 1d heard alt_ about himo And when 
~ 

you come right nown to it,.you realize that li&;J very queerness ea~ned him more 
. -/f.4~~ 

lasting fame than the more noble acts of lots of oth~~ people whoJltried harder. 

I hope you 1111 forgive me for readin{iJ:t .,<'.11~~BY'Jllti!t M;; r ~ 

And what I 1ve finally come up with after a gr~at dea~ of thinking...- n9.J>e ~writing-

l'Y • ..,u~r~tJts-1---~-k. ~~"'/~/Ji- -
J85li reading} and listening to my

1
tther 1s reminiscenceu;, iyX'hat I 1m going t6 / · ""'' } , 

'°r)" title instead,. 11 A Highly Personalized Chapter of The Ohio Story." 

Y . _ . There 1s nothing more deadl? "'*'!l!ie&eRla;, to me,, than history which is .; 
·-:FWt ·~ • ~i.L':A ,. 
t"gi;>rnn "Jktlle :f''n'm ot!-me-1!-e- d.a.ties. . It 1 s .the people and the unimporta:pt 11 ttle 

~a;~:...,., .~.11.. ~tu~ --
incidents with which their lives are filled wb& ~]fj_ij&ii lua 4fiilelil _;yatea b.--$ 

hi&$el!" r.rle ci gh•e t&p. luster and make them memorable. 

But now to get back to wandering 11 today to the hill,. Maggie.!1 tin: 

New Year's Day because, ! had nothing to do and no one to do it with, I bundled 

up in-Iey" hiking togs and wandered to the hil.~myself. I cut out across our fiel~ 

' ~ to the viaduct and up onto the hill r Along the new U .s •. )6 and on through the · 

below the reservoir •. In general it was the same-g;EP!T route which w& kids and' ......__ 

Dad used to walk almost every Sunday afternoon in-pre-automobile days. And I'll 



One of the greatest hazards in-historical research is that you1 get 

so carri Ad away with read/ing that you· forget what it was you · were trying to 

find out in the ft.rat place •. I had access to three different county histories 

Before I go on with my 11 Highly Personalized Chapter of the Ohio· 

Story, 11 I 1d like to recommend flive books to you -- 0111 of them bv the same 

author -- Conrad Richter. One, youi :may already have read or seen on televisinm 

ea it was adapted by Walt Disney. Qalled 11 Light in the Forest,!1 it 1s the story 

of a captive white boy's reluctant parting from his Indian adoptive parents when-

Col. Bouquet made the trip to Coshocton in· 1764 to :/lsHilM/: force the Indians to · 

release thA captives they'd taken from the colonies to the east. I~ described 

their re"b..lrn? along the 'fuacarewaa River; how unhappy. the boy was back with his 

real family in Pen~Bylvania; his return to the Indian village on. a high bank 
(~).-(.... /~..,,'1~~ 

alonp;Ariver. Surely the author had Newcomerstown in mind for at least part 

of his story. 
·-z_;,li-tz-idr 

Even more valuable are~ four other books dealin~ with Ohio • . 'rhe 



r·irBt. three are called "The Trees,~• 11 tihe Fields, 11 and 11 The Town, while the fourth 

~---published only a year ago and called 11 Country of Stranger~ answers a 

question which the first three left dangling - 1\Whet happened to the li ttlP. f".irl1 

-~C...,{ 
who 'h& iie 'lost'? 11 They are fiction, of course, but so historically accurate• 

that they provide a perfect description· for us of the pioneers as they came into 

Ohio,. cut dolm the trees, cleared the fields, , #4/rffi founded the towns and , set up 1 

the state government. Read them,: and you 1lll feel a new sense of humil~ty at 

the hardships our ancestors underwent to leave us this lovely valley. 
---?•"' ---r . • . - .') [' .Jt(.,L ~. : . ~~ ..... 

t(_ ::a was still1 in the 

paid his first visit here l:H//111~ 

first stage, 11 The Trees,~· when David Zeisberger 
,l.U..-l.-efv 

just "15!i1D-years after those 206" white men,: womerr 
~~.fl, 

and children under the protection of Boquet 1s army had trevele~\up ·the valley 

enroute to Ft. Pitt end reunion with their families •. ~~~~~~etoo_d· 

If' you have one of these volumes, you 1111 find it nn na~e 27'5: 11 In the sprinp.; of 

1770, at a new Moravian villar:rA celled Friedenastedt, on the Beaver R:i.ver in1 

Pennsylvania, a wampum belt was brought from the P:reet council at Gekelemttkl)(;lchtmk 

( nnw Newcomersto\m) with notice that,, :i.nasru ch as en epidemic hAd recently carried 

Clff many Delawares, and believed to have been brou,!!'ht on by the nower of wi +,ch-

crF.1ft, some of +.he cnuns elors · were of opinion that by embracin,g Christianity 

the contagion would cease; i +. "las thereforA :resnJved that the ri:~medy flhould be 

reaorted t~, and that whoever should oppose the preaching of the Gospel among 

them ot1ght to he regarded as en enemy of the nation. An u rP.:ent request was 

sent to several of the Penn •. missions to remove to the valley of the ~Jsc. 

where they m:i . .P'ht. hAve t.heir choice of landR and dwell· in peace and safety •. 

David Zeisberger,. one of' the missionaries, was impressed with the 

idea of removinp: the missions to this frui tfur valley in Ohio •. In March 17711 

escorted by several Ohrist.i...en Inaians, All- mount.erl. he v~.si t.ed the DP-Hiaw:ire 

ca pi tel. Gekelem.1 ck. The tom1 lay amidst a clearing. nearly a m:i. le square, ~nat. 

east of the present Newcom.,, and consist.ad of about one hundred hb~ses, mostly 

built of logs. z. was the m.1EH1t, nf Netawatwes, . the chief of t..he na+.inn, \·tho 

flwelt in a spacious cabin, \vi th shin
0
P-le roof, _ board floors, Ateir 

case and stone h· c ,_ 



-·· 

In this hui ln:i ng, . at noon on the 14th of March 1771, . a throng of Indians, torre • . 

wi t,h nearlv a dozen white men, gathAred to 1:1.sten to the first Moravian sermon 

delivered in the terr. now comprining the state of Oh109. His subiect was the 

corruptness of human nature and the efficacy of Christ 1e atonement; and he 

exposed t.he #iblHf: absurdity nf the doctrine then urged by Indian preachers. that. 

be pu,.P."ed out nf +.his body by vomit.ing.!' .1J , .. 't,.ad&zzt...:i:-- J 
_ .......... -- ---- ..-.~ow lat. 1s join James Pi.~~~z:::.:/to Oh{,'. in 18lio and 

honP"ht, a tract of land which inc~uded th,'; ~i t.e of the abandoned village where • 
~ -/,["~" 7J,ZZ ~~-t-

~eisberger had preached JiP5iF years /Miii •. About midway between Ol:l!' , Cl™' 

and what was later to become the railroad stood A large walnut tree unde-r· which, 

he was told at the time, the cabin of the Delaware cM.ef' hl'lri stood.. When I was 
~Ai.--

yotmp:er I was inclined to doubt that st.ory,. 70 years seemA~A lonP: time for a· 

tree to keep standinrr in the same place •. fut now I know 70 years isn 1t lon.e: at 
particula..-ly when~ read.s· 

all~ &'1:! 1 0 z 'Ba :szti that many of Ohio's virgin:· trees measured five· or ,,.-,i~"?.<.. 

~feet· in diameter when ~WJ:,~#,'/Jffelf, the forest was cleared. 
~~~ 

Aft.er .Tim Pillll.n r; ;:h h±ft tract of land which already had a 
. - , i.~"'fJ 

a~ :lttll$Ct5J:l:Oc z 4i'.ec1 ua·~ 
cahin

1

'\"n it enn a ?ill1 down alonp; t.he river he concluded i ta purchase at 

St.a.ihenvillec.E> ~hen;\returned to Redstone. , Pa.,, to make arrangements to bring 

his wif'e, Sallie,, and their four little Jr.irla/'be 6' 1 ;; ?&Bini i;::;:d~ 

Anne,, Rebecca, F.llen end Sabina, 

T.homas Benton,. came et about. the 

~.<,-illill: which nnerated with \.zaterpower ~ill&' e;e t:i\1a S!i\i~ 

Rv that time the frontier had pushed wch farther west and eastern 
,i.,-iJ.2-

0hio was younP' luifl, t.hrivi TJp:. The Ohio· Canal had been in operation almost..- /0 

years,: causing new Utt.le t..o\·ms to aprin~ up alon,r.; its banks and helln:iin!!' the 

farmers, , once isolated, t.o shi1]-. the~. produce to market at ClevelAnd n:r C:tncj.nnati. 
Cl--~·· 

TTp in thA hills =*'five miles to t.hP- east in the area which "S&l!!e 
-~./ 

-='*';e'We&'!W later would become Glasgow, another family of my ancestors ~ Uvin.g., 
~'-t 1 ~-fat!t~ r/ /9 ;!_,~ -

Burress Moore end hi~i:uly had-~- co~~·- from _Pennsylvan~a?~7 Gu..ernsef'c~ul'it~~buil 
~·..,, ~-~~ -~-· _,Zl."7/1 .·~ l!f-,,:z..{ ,;/·~.{ 

be~a aQ~imf1:'fJ:B pf th.ec:ka.r.Jal:..t '5$1 t?liW ·'t:ilil'l::iiltsme north into newlv orp;an1.zed 



Tuscarawas County,. cautiously avoiding the valley w.i. th i ta threat. of a_gue end 

buildin~ their log cabin in -the hills •. 

1'=e=teded<?.Te~.::§lin1rt~:t'he-bffl1m-i~£ M">e-ee.baLs faw,d a; 29 gs 
~\,-~'-(, ···-··-· --

umt~ I;, tried to visualize the excitement that nuat have resulted from-ztZ.e. 
aa~ 1 

7~ propoAAl-;. first introduced as a resolution in the Ohio·· J,e~1. slature in 1817 ... 

It took five year~ 1Jt'5 ''i'§Qhifi.,. after that, until a survey could be authorized, 

and then there were four :routes considered • . F.!.nally the Tuscarawas-Scie>to plan 

was adopted, . an~ contracts/for its puil~i~~ were let in sections of one-half to 
r~E ~v ·~I i{.:.;..(.H(; ~ /$;;:..:::,--_ 

a mile each •. ~ i:i;reat-gran~ath~,. Alexander Moore and .~is ,,o~.)~rother,. 
~k.e, ·~.e e.:; ~__,;; ~-<-i-e-?f'e.,;..J -;t...-: 7Z-4d ... 

Thomas,. worked for a contractor named Garfiel~ The Moor#. boys Jived at' home 

~ whil_E! _+.he wor~ was ip orop;reaa but Mr. and Mrs. Garfield boerc!-ed -:S>ther workers . 
:,,;~~J~ ~;.e.. ~ -h~' ~ Zdl7s:&#Kad ~u.;- a>~-.#~~ ....-&-~ ct':.i -?~.J-----.>. 

J in the17/ shanty at the canaU. In ap:Dte f:ff the fact th the eon James,, who- ./ 
,t_..~e .. u.-~// ;t;"" J/?w. ,t,fa.~~l' .4-·~~ " · ·· · WiJ/ 

· ..... walf destined to become president wife not. born yntil .. \!J l;:';=ifi=;:o:;;r~:;;A:=.,.p;:;-er:;;:aa:r:a;;-:_,P,.'."":tl:;-;a:::itr, -
,j_t:- c.. ~ ~_.c, 'i::u"' ac ~~ t' F"-li.._.,f' · 

ha half.led build :J ?lh~i Mi •. Every farm along its course had a Garfield 

Bi;>riTIP' from which the bu ddine: president was reputed t.o have carried water, 

including one on our. own farm,, the site of which is now covered by the Rt •. 36' 

by-pass •. 

After the Pillings came to Newcomerstown they lost three infants 

and their first Ohio-born child to au rvi ve was ray grandmother, . Maria, born in-

1847. And with her arrival ray "highly personal history" really begins,. for 
C: • ."7 / ' ~ /J .. 

~-= 1 i • Q!-~ pt;t:,~-k-i...c-it was through her eyes that/· I saw many of theee- events a 
'-on dark night~ marshy 

There was her reference to seeing foxf'irezlover in th~'(:ottom land at 
c-~ ~ .c.,,£._. f::tz:-r 

the foot of' the hills to the south• ta.at sunnner up in Michigan~ saw the 

sam~hing,oirer . t~:t; awam~f~~,l,led it :f:lvin,g saucers •. · . ,,,: ~4'-< ~ ··&i:.. 
-;Ci . //fi.u4C:.t!,," Jeer-~ f/e,, - .~ ~ - ., · i//_L./:..~_t..,~7 --

/ /) She t7.led. to te 1 about~he desolate feeling one ~ot at seeing someone 



~ ~ ..... -e+ft:! ·~,_~ L -. 
rj ding toward the li tt.le town carrying a long stick across 9ar knees. pe wi:!a 

on his way to the cabinetmakers to order a coffin and the stick was the 

length of the corpse •. 

Moria was goipg on six ~~- and her little brother Benton was 
~ /l:YJ.~ £J / ) 

four the spriji~;('heir mother died. Sallie had been helping Jim at +..he sawmillj ~ 

gotten: wet and caught cold •. She died of what they then called sinking chills,. 

but we now call' pneumonia.. On· the day their mother died, the two ~'1~ren· 
were taken over to the foot of' the hilr, . across the canal, to t.hP. home of a 

the previous year. in the pioneer cemeteljr do\'m in the · dle 

d:l.straught over some nei,e;hbor 1a contention that Dr •. Bro\'m had given her the 

wrong medicine, , dispatched a ricler .ta:::z::::elt~ ::t"tf"SzQt'hfm~ e-»~ 

112 £1-H@ii f J l . 119 to carry a sample of the powr'ler to a chemist in Steubenville 

whose teats exonerated the physicianr'of alr blame. 

Despite the lose of their mother,. Maria and Benton had a happy . • 

childhood,~ for they revered their father and adored their sister Becky who-:;sf, .z1;z£&<..... 
over the management of the home. ~d 

Winters, they attended a chool down in Newcomerstown,. ·! first in. a 
c7"'?v µ.;, (!_.~~fl . ~ ~ I 

small' school located a-.,~~~a11dz, and later 

at the Union School -- the wooden bui~ding ., '~hich was ...,.19°ved. b~ck in 1900 to make 
nc f:::.ek. 'L ~T - -. lf~P 'I~ & 

way for erecti_on of t~e brick high achBol buildin~). ~ c'l!ange of schools was 
S.£:. "t.~ jj;b.., -~C~i..<- u;y,-;:z...eb~·I 

memorable ai1iflintu,h-=i!ll :!M _J~ neighbor and nlayma+,e, --&:'17#t Nuµ;en; wlii~Ert 
~ ~ day;vi.e fire belr aounded--i t would have been the one on the 

school with Mari1;1 i;So dsr tbr:;:jx>ape ~l!e~ber which was beinp: kiln dried to · 
wtheran Church which..!S::."iH:i later became the Rodney house,. ~nd t?ie" n~ 
build the Union School had caught fire.. Fright~n d, the two' cpildren ran home and 

' jtt:?·"<rt:-. . . e , VVM '7-_j r .- ·. · 
didn 1t return until the new school was completep.J · ;;_·]( _ · days befo~- .. / 

- • I~ fl //" ./} --=-r • ...,.t(~_..;<.- >;.:?.e,._./e-.,-,;;. J I • /') 0'v -(.:.,;i. ,/ d'~~· '(' "t-<kL- ,,? ' ~ .,:;, / ., 
truant officers} ~1"-G~-r?'-<~ 1 .., . '-P~" . /' .(,.-$ 4...e.t.f • ,,.f!.:.4. ~ 

,j' -It.:. I?- u..: .:-1::£_. ~ ::it. ?21 p -. 
~ S-e ~k~ ~ ~: ., ... (.~_/' ' fl..V<£ ,, ,. In the sunn:ner Maria and -Ben"ton ~ helued around the sawmillF-~~ .. i.. 

, ., qJJJ.~·'1 '·l?~v/ ~~/ / 
~ l · ----=ltaS:-btl&h- ji:d:h to strip the rou.e;h/p,~rl~ off the loP:a before they were put through 

., ~u.-.;:- C.{4,.il· ~a-c.Vt-.£/U~e;,--/· ~1 •t..:q .,£,;..-u'-zt_. . . 
the mill; . , .:.-,, .z:fu. -ih~ ~.,[,iJlf: ··kc.a;/~ 11f} , 



:n· f J 
./3Z~~f~vorite story involved ~elephants •. In ~pr~ailroad 

days cirwses ~raveled by wagon with the menagerie riding in cages or trudgin~ 
/-; ~ v' ~ " , , J ..,._,..-IA- i...-1\) c:... l ~l- ~ \..L ...i.,.L . 

along behind. ~were pitifUl little outfit~ by Barnum and~ Bailey standards 
cvf l 1 i-fd ~ ":t: ..,~,,,- .4.-e-e-~£.-<.~-f­

bu t in, the s catt'ered little town'~\tlu'7M she.91' magic. 
U, . U -

On this particular occasion a circus came alon,e: which had two 

elephants who re:fueed to cross the little wooden bridge across the millrace, 

but took to the millpond instead •. The owner was cross and the keeper had a 

hard time gettinv, them out,~ for the tire~_ elephants loved the cool water. 
_/-( __ I 1 ~ ' , __ -<-fl- I 
-~ '-t'-t< -"(,,"£,,/., UY~.tt--, 

Then Jim Pilling t8:Q1rght. of e wey:-llo p;i:v.e-Msrild:re~ an~ 

~. furriedly he told~~i:--bring a basket of potatoes which 

was ai t_tinr: by the well; a..,nd to a catter them in the road where the elephants 
I'# .~..IJff ~ <'#/.rt ,,-~'46/ banquet 

would ptlsa}:.rThey found the /1::#/MIN/Rnd re:fused to budge until they1d vacuumed 
~ 

th~1\last bite from the dust with 

children perched . the cabin, ample time for a good 

long look. 

·---... ------ .>Ut~ ~ 
Al thoup.;h ~213 -'Ny no formal IQdtt'oati."'Q_ graduation, : Maria attended 

high school as lbni:r as there were subjects left to learn and then she got a 4~?Vt...• -L-
the one-room a-C- ,4<./l,;:.~e 

~ teachin.e: jo~a~ J uer Hi11-1s-:-1crnltz;e., .tltts=~e~ near the site 

The white frame building /~-~~ of the present roadside park west of Port Washington·. 

~ ais M1e'"li¥ihr:O*#ftM ?ff13"1 on the north side of the valley where the road used 

to swing up ,ann around the base of the hill,! providing early motorists with extra 

to~"'the -bot~tfte~bamr-.. Ml'ch as I dreaded that road I loved it too,, for more 

~dldflowers seemed to grow there than anywhere else in the county and the frrst 
G-,{ 

bloodroots always aeeme~t.o bloaso~ in the clearing around what we called 

MaMoore 1s schoolhouse.. ~ , ...;1. ..,,,.~~---,.----
~~ a>') v _: _ ;/J~--

""f!\1atfl« 'lifh1"'l:l"'ahe Ja?,~~h~n .Dave M~re wa,s -~~scharged fx:on:-. the Union 
~n..t-~17'" ..e-e'-"'de.. ~~--;-· IZ -u..,,.s# .~t::.-j,,,.- e~-(;_~-.c,, ,. 

""•rmy in "S the eaidy--~ummer of 1865
1

111Rtvcame backvbome). ' After their marriage_, three. 

years laterJthey operated the Lone Star Hotel in Newcomerstown-- the building t 

that we remember as Abe Davis 1 s confectionery on• the present site of the Reeves Bank •. 



In the meantime Jim Pilling had married again. His wife, in the eyes 

of her eeaentfUl step-daughters of pr~ctically the same age, was a conniving young 
. 1/1v~l ;kCv;...i,; V/t-.ov,C-4--;f.. / 4~4_., /l,.:.-j 

(V:,'( ?,t~ · wido1(lldf-:.f.wo half-growrf children •. In 1879 when nw mother was three years old 

her Grandfather Pilling met a tragic death. He waa walking down the railroad to 

claim a shipment of machinery ~chek~~:!£ts;a for the woolen milr when he 

was struck by a train and killed (--., 12.-e-~ ~ .. ~'- ~tr(.,:~-==~-· 

My grandparents bought the farm, , moved back to it, and it 1s been 

our home ever since ~Qmree ~ h ' rn•ue-~ motherkS! •~was ~she 
Some time before that the covered bridge had knme.d.. /..,.,',;)_,;»,~ 

says, the summer the iron, bridge waa built across the river. Th~;cla'tJ stands out 
I\ field 

in her mind because the long iron girders lay in the corner of the~*' rgelxocl 
~~ ·to1 

do'l"m next to the bridge and on the day of her birthday party~ she and a few~ 

~ chosen friends abandoned the rest of the guests and went down to play on the, 

girders •. Probably she got more than just a birthday spanking •. 

Their closest neighbors were the Smithe who ldlved in the house-: at· 

the corner •. This was the old home of' Col. Robert Nu.i:;en, . Mrs. Sm:i.th 1s father, , 

who had been one of the leaders in the community ever since he'd helped build 
whose 

the canal · and ~~O acres of land stretching across the valley and up •onto 

the hills on both sides had been divided up .among his children.. The Nugens and 

Pillings and their descendants were the cloRest of neighoors and best of fth:teds 

for three generations and tey' dearest non-relative was Aunt Sadie S~linF-, , the 

Smith daughter who remained lont~est- at the old home. 

~nothing ~ekes me madder,. now,, than the street sign just east 
~:;:. 

of the pump station which is spelled Nugent,: nor sadder than the sight of ~ 

~~ what remains of that lovely old Nugen house il.irned into a very filthy 

filling stat.ion ATld ~unkyard. 

"'~~£~~ -
That neighborl:l.neos once brought a very famous man to ~rrg 

-~-·. My grand!'IK'ther 1s eJdest Aiflt.er,. Anne, wrn marr1.P.c'I i.n Sent. 185? to C-0nrad 

8focker BTid two guests at the weddin.e: were· then visiting at Col. Nugen 1s. They 
~ -r·Jr · -iuu ,,.. ·~~l.:c:..·d~ · a:.- a. 

v1ere ~~~t West Poi t -- his mn·mhe11.J0hn Nvgen wit.hJ:d::s friend.>Phn 

8heridan •. It war:i +.he cu st.om :i.n +.hose i:lays for au -the wedding n&rty to accompany 

the newlywerls 0ri ho:rR1>hack to t.he5r n • 
ew honi,., . 8nfl +i..~_,_ , t11e ride +.o Port 



9 

Washington. Becky PilB nrr waR paired off t,o ride with younp.; Sheridan. The 

Stocker 1 s first home was mod est, but , lister they bui lrt· the ] ovely brick house 

that recentlv has been restored to its original beauty and stands less than a 

mile west of Port Washington •. 
7 • ~ ., 

/J-t.~-~-:v-_r~ Moore-tma~ots of memorie9 of her school 
:::-tf,u.i/ 

days ~;,ire 

frequently hi _r;hlightf~d, . as soon as she end her friends hAd eaten their Jimchea, 

wi t.h t.rins down t.o Brinl!e Street where they'd stand on the: canal bridge and 

watch for boats in the hope they could ride as the brid.e:e wee onened and turned 

to ne:rn1i t nasaage of the boat and the team that pulled it. 

Sometimes they'd go into Smith and Dickenson 1a store ~hi ch ocoipied 

the BaJtimore corner, . and watch the horse on a treadmill' which operated the 

elevator when farmArs bro11ght in wap-onloada of ~rain t.o be ahinped out on the · 

canal •. Boating, . in the days preceding the building of the ir$llroad, waa big 
B 

bu si n ea s. A=b ·. ~ati&l6Bclli::~?tffi:)"~;-:r6'lt"~~ei#!W.~~Oi{fl"if=tilaii'=fj '1"eduats~ 

~~}~~~~~~~~;,,,~~~ 
..J.6~~1ft:fb·'o~ot. s~pments~In;.:i~~~ded· :~;I'1- ~1f!-.Wtf 1W"~~~ii~F== 

~· ......... _ .. ~-;:::::.~_.-; . 5 ---=- ~~--·----·-··-··--·-----··---·--~~--:_; 

~:F-·c9,;f~t~'J;6~~-~!Zt; . ..:~~l~!!t"1_~~-=~r~"a~ved --~~-=::~~~!!!CU!ZiBZ2 §L®l:l a =~·. By 1880,. however, . the railroads 
~~ had taken all1 the -pasaen.e;er busineAs and most of the frej g:bt JtP · u 1~,. except 

for sb:l.pments of such thinP.'.a aa wheat,. coal or lumber which did not reqniTe speed .. 

On the:l.r way downtown those schoolkids of the 1880 1s would pass 

Rill Deaver 1 e general store, .. #Nffe/lwhere the Oxford Cleaners :ls now. 't'hia store 

had a. c;rac~er b~r:ef and a pickle barrel both of which were attractive to hungry 
.~a.£~ --tG?.....<\ ~Ju'-u4 e..i(!:J- -

children •. But Mr. Deaver ia best remembered ea the father of three outstanding 

daughters -- May who was a teacher in Cleveland; Dollie, . mother of Henry 1·1olfa; 

Ann Aloia. the mother of t,he late Bill, Tbnmons. Down on Main st. was M. Yingling 

1 u-u.:~(, "/' ~:~ 
and Son ~store in operatinn :l.n our own childhood; and here too, was a grand-

father of a famous granoson -- NormAn Bel.:.Geddes •. 

On down t.he Atreet where Bair 1s is, was Dave Creter 1s Rt.ore where 

thirsty men went to Erf:t. A drink of liauor t f t• . ou o . a incun huncr nn +h . rl ' ·- . ,esieof~t{., 
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,;_ t t~ r: 



Incidentallv. few names in• local history have una ergone as many 

changes as Crater. which now seems to have general accentance., On- old plots 

of the town it is spelled Crater~ and in Grandfather Pilling 1s daybook, it. 1s . 

Critter. ,;; 
/

1 the south of the Union School,, next t.o the railroad. Her teacher was Miss Lill:b 

My mother t· attended first ,i;i:rade in·- a smalll building which stood to 

/ McFadden who later became Mrs. John Keaet; , and she was memorable to,...- little 
I 

I 

I 
! 
i 
I 
I 

I 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

I 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
i 

Annfl Moore for the irorg-eous breastpin she wore -- a th:i.ng of dazzling beauty. 

These same first graders enjoyed s:i.tting on the flat top rail of the hoard fence: 

elonr,. the rail.road and tauntinp: a woman who lived just ac1111ss the tracks end 

nossessed a peg-legged husband and a fat little daughter 

Rachie Pudc'linp.;. Why, my mother wonders now, . didn 1t Mies 

whole crew? 

Then in the thi.,.d ,o:rade • . there 1s the recollection of the teacher1, 

Miss Nell:l.e Miskimen,, becomin.i; so enraged at a bad boy nemed Lewie that she 
I 
I 

\. 

\" 
raised his slate over his head, brought ··it down with a t.remendous crash and left 

the frame draped over his shoulners.. This is the same boy who., when a carnival 

\ came to town denerted with :it .•. and lat.er was renorted to have married the 
\ 
\ daughter of the man who~ ran the merry-go-round. 

'-, · ~ho had come from Germany and spoke with en accent,, _, 
'-----......-· Mr. Bicker,, the undertake~t had a shop on canal st •. where the 

11 new11 hotel now stands and when he wasn 1 t- makin11: caskets or conducting f\Jnerals,; 

(.:::::u:•::::r:~~u::· :l t::o::~::. ~=. h::.:: 1:h:::d::: :::•r tavern-
.. . ,;;t..___;e ~ ·71 J I ; 

I """"'he--nn111e& f!um:=Mi5 I •• ,. e\:tt later he returned ~e and brought his mren sisterj. l Sarah, , . 
i Aunt ~r~ to run his house and raise his childz:en, Jack, Clark, ~nne and Elizab~th ·-
I . -· / .C.. ... -?·U '"L ~ /Jc:'q·r-' .,-;/..,;.c;_.~-:'"" ' "r.-( ~ -./.c--_c; k j ,-c-f L ;-1'-..t-:.~c:: i. ~·· ~ Ct.:.. 

J ·-tC~ ~-(,.; '"A~~u~f s~h :S~:r-~;i{r~r::~·:~;~:(~~~~a\ queere~ 
{

1 ~d up by shrubbery .J 
Children liked to At.op and ai t on the stone wallJthat surrounded the house,. and 

r 
l 
I 

Aunt Sarah NBS in the habit of walking up behind them and pelting them with her:· 

\ 

cane. 

, <-:1-,« • l .. .: ... "-{I Z £ ·(. . .:l (''/e:c. '-·.:Z , 
\...,...._ • .-,Y -.·- ...-/J / .,.- I / ' . -7. ,?:~.~-/'. 't~ G/1 t - "f-.,7 / ~f/c.1-'~?- : ~~-.:... , ._ft_, 



Our farn ioined the Zimmer farm on t.he north and over t,here in-· 

t.he fuckhorn Valley my dad was o:rowinrr np in the housA remodeled and now 

occupied by his nephew,. Frank Wier.,ead to regale yon with all' the stories 
- ;::.. : Ji,;1' 'r;:J~ ) 

handed down from that side of the family would take at leastt ~lon~tao I 

won 1t start. 

Instead,. I 1 d like to do a little rem.i.nis cing of ll\V' mm anr..l PB I 
~ 

did l"st. w:iriter on another of my solitary walks,. retrace our route to echool~:;mt ·1 
On zero mornings.there was the. hum of the wind in- the tightly-

stretched telenhone And telegraph wires end the chuckle that always ensue&· as ; 

we recAlled our grandmother's story about the town liar who rushed i?f"to 'ft:i:Am8 
'-""' 

··~ 

·-~ ' 
.. ~ 

\ ' 

Smith & Dickenson 1a store and announced, 11 The tele.e:raph wire' A husted anr'I there 1 s . 

i\ 

) 

a whole pile of messages uri there. 11 ~Uti~l!;fiSg::::6e'ffi,"?-tbe drea:a:%1' ~ 
c - ! ("' '-...... ·-L ~ . ~--;,"./ .. - "° -f· 

~:l:;e fbr · a cflCEl.... -.. "t::::T.)l c:. ielcii!.. ...- t!" ; /"' ~ .... _,,_ _ _,,_ 

--- . That day last tTanuary when I 11 \·""-i.~he scene below" I thought 
.. r~;ij~ently joined at the end of. 

how few were the houses alonp.: State St., wheri 'iRP uEred f.o walk to achoo~· There: 
the bridge by Relph and Carl Portz •. 
we :re none bu t. c:i. ncl er pa the !,Oil'\;!~· ;;tl;::31· !i'2!:::1P!:!lC~A~j;z~;;;1;:9J~ri~e~'B~l"ji~s!!Jk~s!:;ii;:lei:til*h...,.e~tr-4t~al.fle1--eeM!ieJoR&1:Mioi;l;*i.1iez:t-l:li~r-

, 1"t4 -~~5.': ~ ~7:-P-"""' ~ 
After passing Smith 1 s at the ·orner, the next house on the left was juet aa Ji: it.•-.., 

~the one at the pump ·station,. just as it is today, ~~thm:l""'i=i!; waa~~..CU:111:Bli::... 
.----- ~ ..... ,I ~~i ~v t:~ ~.:-~d-iC:/~ 

'9;i=tia:~am~tmieEF-~ijifj;J-~:o. On the north aide of the street there were four houses i\ 
~and . ----· 

in a ro'W)th0Y1 none until beyond the cemetery, so our route followed the ~1;1d 

cinder path ~ll 1th<:_.!-!out}l side oJ1t~ streei At t~, cemet~y/' we~ro~~~~ ~-~t 
.4-'-~ 0u:~ lkc~J:.:~-. ... 1c/'"c..-'k-.fo»-~( c;.-~- rr:-t-u::r.,,. a;tt:;~,,1£ ,.: ~ l,:Z:.. .Z~r 1- ~-,(. .. 1.",-,;.,' _ 

brick sidewalk skirting the hedg~/(~nd t:h.¢ neKt hou/e WA came t0 was Wiandt s. 

I don 1t know why, , but Hollis Stewert who was somewhat older than the rest of' us 

but frequently a member of our growing del ega ti on, al ways referred to Mrs. Wiand t 
J41c,~ 

as Mrs. Hennv Penny •. Next carlle ,Gpphile 1s and then at the Chretnut St. corner,. Api::.. . ./ 
the green-painted house '( 

· m;rrgh~~ where the fourth ~rade teacher, Miss Carrie Dou~herty, lived., 

Our teachers, of course, were different f'rom those at the west 

building \·1here ~ strenn:e kids went who Hved in +,he other end of town . .. JITo 

doubt those children felt the same vrav ~ .£..c..~~._.._~/Z[:,.,~"' 
abouf:. 11s1 l'uat line of .:SBA&l&1Jbii.ll was 



--------- --..... 

12 
\.'tr 
\~ 
i"-~ 
;r ·~ : 

.,...._ '"' ( • :> 
as effective as the Berlin Wall· in dictatinr: a child 1s acql1aintanceship,_ . .s0':-£0-~ , i:\j.:5 

• ~ ' j ' ~ 
ae,J4ee QQ~ and on the rare occasions when we intermingled to practice r.! .J , 

.j 

for a cantata or other school program,. I cherished for days the memory of some '\ ~-

child I had met and admired •. 'That,, in Fact, is my first recollection of Irene,~ 

Morris. 

to be paved in our end of the county -- ~n 1914,. I beli~ve~- and .after ~ha~ 'l. _ • •• ~ .., 
/h/ ·&$zG' ~:te£,n.:.-·f:; ~ T:fu.zyJ:<..,·+IJ(,,,}¥L;;-et; l., ~ · 

every Sunday was a continual parade; -b people H\u ef!!Z!:"'~ -ftilod ~f their £: 
ad ~ fa~r:,..;{ ~ t 

frienns and relatives ~ ~randly back and forth between our house and ~ 

~-('-· . Rufenacht 1a (later Morrie's) where a circular turn-around was smoothly beaten in 
• : I I I ;:· /.',. ~ r I I , 

the d11st.-ud ?t:rti.l",_z... ~<-e, 
i I 

fut that first long 

~4-e..<..~rt:J:;:t:.j.t.r -t4'-<W' /J.dA-- - -eJ{;_.. e.:"''e J(;..-it:.e_ . . .J. 
r/ -~ -Z-ll;J~.'7,. {i 

ride ! One Sunday morning when F'P-edm:io end .!-
J: 

~ we;re jJ'l Sunday School do\-m at the M •. P. Church our Dad came and got us,. 
J ~'f,f/f,'-<!..&,~~ 

... 

....... 
\ 

:r ~lei:ig · · J>1r. Robinson who had invited us for a ride,. and we went all' the way 
. ~ 

to Dennison and back • . I supnoae it took most of the day, . tho I don't remember. 



That must have been considerably later than another ride Dad took 

with Mr. Robinson· which has gone do.,.m in family history as one of the notable 

events in hie life. 

'!bat also was a Sunday • . J)ad had a habit of •it~on the front . '/ 
porch to read and he gladly accepted when Mr. Robinson came _ about lo· 

o'clock and invited him toge along to Uhrichsville. Families who lived within· 

hearing of the railroad were far more accua";pmed, , in those day~ to time things 
~E(~ 

by trains than by clock~ and on tltj.s ~~Sunday ~o •. 10 went east; No •. 19, . at ' - v J.' -.n- ,;;· - ·- I tr) ~ • ......i. I •<tr/:G"·t:/.i''-ei;~ LP 'V'-7 .C.H..•' 4-V"""'?~Y ·-#i-4i.· r'-''~...:~ I·µ;;. J 1
J 

noon, weht west; No •. 6 went east,, and' firltilly,, at almost supper time, , No •. ; 

went west, . warning my mother and grandmother it was time to gather the eggs,. 
I 

get ready to do the evening milking and round up us children for the night,.-

~ti 11; Dad =a Mn.,+-H!!\:t;Miil had not returned.. Then, .. .t~st as my mother was 
I 

finally ~etting almost beside herself with anxiety,. he appeared, walking from 

town. ~::;:!!P"fttr'Pd 019&.·sthe~t;h'e:;.~ft~-W.OO!ifEi~~ -.;_ =.-c:::---.:-- .. _ -.~ -------- :::::.. 

~S"1 ~·~~IHI et~ei~~~.- "~~·-~-esi:_ 
They had been repairing and changing tires the livelong day, he reported, and 

having only advanced es far as ~renton by the time No. ; came along, he had 

boarded the train end come home. 

fut let 1s go on downtown•·, from the East School Building. Rogers 

Brothers had a grocery s"f;a,.re wher~- t»e . ~ack and_ ~ill' SJ,lop ·\B .n~w, .~nd if a., _p ·.££, ~ 
~,,,,1 • -a:.u ,6;;·.cµ;..;,,,. --u<.J.,tf.:.tz.i -e.- i~~{t~ J .ea ttA-·.µ .~74:' 

child had a penn¥, he could buy an al1 d'.~y sucker or a jawbreaker. ; Joe :f.blvane 1a ~ 
J 

drugstore,, I used to think, ~ had the loveliest smelll in town -- such a pleasing 
Jet_ 

misil.tre of d~1gs and porfltme •. Then we cros~the canal bridge to Beere 1s, 
7 

where we bought our schoolbooks once a year and returned frequently for pencil 

tablets, . trademarked either 11 Goldenrod11 or "Conqueror of the Chiefs.~' On around 
and onto Main st., -!l!!fe~!IP'-

Thalheimer 1 s corne~Jf~e could find three drygoods stores -- the Factory Store, 

Vogenitz 1s,. and Neighbors •. I especially loved Mrs. Case 1s millinery shop,. for 
--d.:...:.1.-1·~ 

our nei~hbor,. Miss Jessie Smith who later~ Mrs. Jerry Starker, worked therS\ 
, j ~ - il'"Y- - ,. 

..{,~(,,(, '1dc.:P.2"&,0k~ . ~ 
ea her trimmer end on one m~ewa.Wf ~ss•a'R~/rad me sta:'.r with her/\... whol e= ~.Y 

afternoon while I made a doll hat •. 
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auf 
tph;;JF bliAi-6---we!'e band concerts. We used to walk there and back, 

stopping in before we started the long walk homA in the dark f'or dishes of 

icecream in Emerson 1s store,, about where Western Auto is now. 

You see? This can go on ~---indefinitely and I think it 1s 

fun •. But I 1ve had only one object in mind in· ending up ithis 11 Highly Personalized 
-c~~./ 

Ohapeer in the Ohio ·Story11 with some memories of' my o'-m..·~ !hat ±s. to~ 

fetitrulate your own desire 

P;.ilOQlllpsfa ~.tt~ , to "wander 

~ ;eJBemB'?:f!!ld::trt 1 aeta:t figuroti vely apeakjmg, 
::Zt--<> 

to the hilyand watch the scene below.'! ... ~~a~---··--·- ___ 





/ 

Lois Zimm.er Craig \ 
E. State St., 
Newcomerstown, Oo ~-3832 ·, 
Ph. 614-498-8439 

There's a happy memory for just about every finger, I thought, 

that Sunday morning as I hastily tried, getting ready for church, 

to conceal my latest association with black walnuts by applying 

rosy nail polish. 

After so many years I should have learned to avoid those 

tattle-tale brown stains which are impervious to everything but 

wear and tearo Yet there they wereo Recently I'd partially 

solved the problem by wearing old boots in which I tramped out 

the rotting hulls with all my 120 pounds. But the matter of 

picking them up still remained. This time I'd been betrayed by 

a pair of leaky rubber gloves. 

A devotee of black walnuts finds all one's senses involved~ 

taste, touch, sight, smell--yes-- even sound. But before I 

begin enumerating such sense-stirring recollections I can't resist 

mentioning Cousin Junior~ whose name even now is apt to prompt a 

guffaw from my two brothers with whom I shared so many h~ppy times 
was missing 

while our baby sister ¢11i~~ all the fun. 

On that late October Saturday, years ago, Junior and his 

mother who were visiting from their home at Dennison, decided to 

accompany us when we went nutting. 

This involved a half-mi+e walk to the foot of our hill which 

also served as a pasture for our family's cows, then a breathless 

climb up it until we came to one of the more prolific walnut trees. 

Often we went to Old Pear Shape. Named by us, naturally, because 

the huge tree always bore pear-shaped nuts. 

B:eing country kids, my brothers and I knew all about the 

haz·.ards of nutting in cow pastures, but Junior didn 1 t. So it 



wasn't long untilp racing to help gather the squishy nuts, 

Junior triR,_."'ped... Flinging his hands out to break his fall, he 

found them both buried in a just-deposited-that-morning cowpat ... 

I(:owever the six-year-old soul of nonchalance didn't shed a single 

tear despite our teasingo Instead, as his mother began the repulsive 

job of cleaning him up he calmly inquired, "Will this take off 

walnut stain?·111 

It was Junior too, who uttered the family's oft-quoted remark 

l#r/Jffi# while visiting at the home of another relative who had a 

stammering problemo Turning at the table as the stutterer began 

speaking, he warned, "Lis ten Mama l The band 1 s going to play 0 
11 

Is it any wonder Junior grew up to become a successful 

sports editor? 

.s-'ut aside from laughter, there are other sounds associated _, 

with walnutso 

There's that hearty "thunk" as moist, greenish-brown nuts, 

newly separated from the tree by a brisk autumn breez.e, strike a 

grassy slope and roll to a stop against fallen branches. And 

months later there's the sharp ring of the kammer, frequently 

mingled with cries of pain as a thumb gets in the way of a blow 

meant to shatter the rocky shell. 

But I prefer to think of tasteD How I'd love to re-create 

Aunt Sadie's chocolate taffy which she poured over nutmeats spread 

in a huttered piepan. Oh the taste, and oh the smell l So early 

was I set on the road to tooth decay ! Now with fillin~s on 

fillings, I wouldn't dare try it. 

Aunt Sadie, who was a beloved non-relative neighbor, cooked 

the syrup of sugar, bitter chocolate, butter and water to crack 

stage in a small iron pot with a bai~ set down into a well of 

flame made by removing one of the round iron lids from the top 
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of her squatty old coal-burning range~ 

My recollection of the process is vague for her kitchen 

disappeared forever in the 1913 flood when I was going on ten, 

and my concern with candy-making then dealt more with results 

than with recipeso 

There's another walnut odor I love that reaches back to 

summertime and blackberrying trips to the hillo Seeking a shady 

spot to rest our tired legs, catch our breath and mop our sweaty 

faces, we'd luxuriate in an atmosphere of pennyroyal and wild 

roses 0 And for a special personal sachet, we'd pick rough, green 

walnuts to warm in our hands, then take deep breaths of nature's 

own brand of pungent smelling saltso 

After that refreshing interval we'd climb down into a fern 

festooned ravine, cup our hands to catch a drink from the spring 

that leaked from the rocks at the root of a chalky beech, dab~le 

our scratched arms with the cooling water and start the long hot 

walk home, lugging our buckets of berries. Before that trip was 

over our pump beneath the grape arbor at home became as inviting 

a beacon as does that palmy oasis in the mind of a cartooned, thirsty 

desert wanderer. 

As farm youngsters we three had evening chores to perform~ 

so our fall nutting trips had to be carefully planned and we 

hurried on our mile-long walk from school to gain timeo Walnuts 

were heavy and it didn't take too many to fill a burlap sack as 

full as we could carry it. 

One time we developed a brilliant scheme; we'd ha~l them 

home in our teddy waeon. (Does anyone know why we called it that?) 

There was a smooth, sloping pile of slack scarring the face of 

our hill below the tipple of a long abandoned coalmineo A.11 we'd 

need do was fill our sack with walnuts, tie it, put it in)the 
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wagon and then, with all three of us serving as brakes, bring it 

gently straight down to the foot of the hillo 

Today two boys who went on to college to become engineers 

probably will deny it ever happened. But I'm here to testify that 

gravity took over and no three kids or no bushel of walnuts were 

ever more quickly, widely scattered! 

Once brought home, our walnuts always were heaped in the 

backyard to await hulling-- the least enjoyable step in the 

process which we tried to improve with a variety of inventions, 

such as pounding them through boards having conveniently-sized 

knotholeso Once hulled, they were p~ut on the chicken house roof 

for the rain to wash and the sun to dry. Now I wonder why, after 

all our hard work, they weren't stolen by squirrels as mine surely 
would be today. 

Fortunately, I now have a walnut tree right in the backyard 

which supplies enough nuts for me and any visiting rodents. It also 

frequently costs me lawnmower repaid bills, due to indigestible 

nuts getting caught in the gears. At any rate, I no longer go 

nutting to the hill,.. due to U .s. 36 having been carved across its 
bosom. 

And besides, as a line in that once familiar old ballad says, 

"The green grove is gone from the hil 1, Maggie •••• 11 



j Ll is Zimmer Craig 
E State St . , 

. N wcomerstown, o. 43832 

Do other families who live along rivers claim them as their 

own, I wonder~ Here in east-central Ohio we 1 ve been feeling 

possessive about a small section of the Tuscarawas for nearly 

140 y~ars, taking pride in its beauty and even boasting of it 

misbelh8arior ... 

Back in pre-Muskingum Watershed Conservancy days the 

Tuscarawas could stage a raging, wild and woolly performance 

that kept everyone worried for days or sometimes weeks 0 Residents 

concerned about backwater that rose at shocking rates as ice jams 

blocked the current, spent sleepless nights watching the flood 
) 60 

creep relentlessly toward their homes as they hastily cleared 

basements of food and supplies, moved livestock to higher ground 

and laid in stocks of staple food along with kerosene for lamps 

and lanterns. 

Our family's concern with the river began in 1840 when Great 

Grandfather James Pilling walked from Red Stone, Pa. to Steubenvi]le 

· to purchase rut bankrupt 1 s a.ale a tract of la.ind just to the eaist 

of the village of Newcomerstown. Included was at small s.atwmill 

operated by wa.tterpower from Bee Tr&e Gut, a small stream that 

flowed from the Ohio Canal on the north side of the valley to the 
ao2o lJ river a half-mile to t~e south. 

Bringing Great Grand.mother Sarah Cunard Pilling and ba,.by 

Sabina along with household possessions in a wagon while the older 

children, Anne 4Rebecca and Ellen walked with him, he arrived Ii in 

February, 18!µ.. 
Their new home wa$ a log cabin on the river bank to the 

east of the sawmill. The farm was· historic ground, for he was told 

that a large black walnut tree still standing in the cleared fie~d 



on a sandy bank several hundred feet from the north side of the 

river, had sheltered the cabin of Chief Netawatwes when Moravian 
300 Missionary David Zeisberger preached there to the Delawares on 

March 14, 1771. 
But the pioneer family was too busy getting established in 

their new surroundings to be concerned with Indian stories. Saw~d 

lumber w.ais much in demand and Jim Pilling was soon a busy member 

of the comm.unity. He easily adopted his predecess,or 1 s practice 

of bartering for logs to be cut on demand and floated down the 

river to him. Such deails usually were consummated by his shouldering 

a gunny sack containing a gallon stone jug of whiskey with which 

he went to call on some of the thirsty squrutters or early sett]ers 

living farther up the river. 
~ ao 

The sawmili had a straight perpendicular blade which swished 
' 

up and down through giant logs of virgin walnut, hickory, chestnut 

or oak. Since every effort was made to protect the blade, the 

rough bark first had to be removed ~#"ff!/ffl#"'lf!H!IP#-- a task ass.igned 

the children. 

Soon after the Fillings arrived in Ohio they were joined by 

Thomas Benton, his wife and family. Mrs. Benton was Mrs. Pilling 1s 

sist&r~ Rebecca. As partners, Pilling & Benton previousJ!..y had 

operated the Amity Woolen Mil~ at Red Stone, and before long they 

had & similar mill in operation rut Newcomerstown-- wrushing, · crurding, 
~o 

dyeing, spinning and weruving wool produced in the area. This mill 

too, was operated by waterpower. Bee Tree Gut flowed into the 

millpond, then entered the millrace which the State Road ca?'Ossed 

on a wooden span. 

During their early years in Ohio, the Fillings lost three 

infants, a .son and daughter who were twins and another son, and it 

was not until June 24, 1847 that /1411. a baby survived. Hard working 



Jim must have been growing somewhat discouraged by then for this 

one too, was a girlo Named Maria, she grew up to become my grandmother, 

Mrs. David Bo Mooreo Finally, however, the family had cause for 
f.pD() 

celebrationo Benton, a son named for Pilling 1 s brother-in~law, 

was born in 18500 

It was in September 1847 that the family had their first 

experience with a mrujor flood. As water inched nearer and nearer 

the cabin on the bank, Thomas Benton rode in on horsebank to rescue 

Great Grandmother, baby Maria and the older girls. But .Jim refused 

to goo He 1 d stay there, he said, and read 11 Josephus." 

Born in Lancashire, England, he had attended night school 

while working in a woolen mill, and by the time he and his 
'1 () ?J 

loommate, John Hamer, worked their way to America on a sailing 

ship, he had become an avid reader. 

Reference to another flood, evidently of lesser maghit~, 

concerned Benton when he was nearly grown. High water regularly 

eroded the brunk to the west of the s awmill, frequently exposing 

Indian skeletons frormwhat had evidently been a tribal burialgreund. 

This time Benton had retrieved an entire skeleton, along with beads, 

several small hide bags of colored powder, and with copper bracelets 

still banding the armso Laid out in a box at the sawmill, it was 

swept away by the floodo 

By 1860 Jim h~d sawed lumber for his new house w~~J?i w&s 

built facing the State Road w~st of the millrace. His friends came 

for the housewairming in midwint&r, bringing along the town baind 

and their playing cracked some of the windows. 

A covered wooden bridge spanned the river only a few rods 

west of the sawmill and each spring as jagged ice and hurtling 

debris ground against its piers and abutments the fami]y wai.tched 

to see whether it would withstand the aissault. It did, however, 



then fell during a high wind sometime in the early eighties. 

The date of the bridge 1 s replacement is more firmly fixed 
fl)?) 

in family history than is the date of its destruction, due to 

my mother 1 s - 1Anne Moore Zimmer 1 s) recollection of her 10th birthday 

and her non-birthday spanking. Instead of remaining to entertain 

her guests in lady-like fashion she and a chosen companion took 

themselves off to the corner of the orchaird next to the river 

where they could practice walking the iron girdera newly delivered 

in readine~s for the bridge 1 a replacement. That was June 20, 1886. 

Just when th& sawmill stopped operation is uncertain. now~ 

but work at the woolen factory ended in May 1879 shortly after 

James Pilling met his tragic ~~ft~. Walking down the railroad 

to arrange for delivery of some new machinery which had arrived 

by freight, he had stepped off the ends of the ties #HI to al]ow; 

~ cut of cars to overtake and pa$S him, then stepped back on, 

not realiz;ing that a 11 running switch11 was being mS1de and he would 

be struck by another oncoming car. 

The following year my grandparents, Dave and Maria Pilling 

Moore, took over the farm and had the woolen factory moved and 

converted to a barn. Eventually the mil1pond was drained and as 
1100 children each spring in the early 1900 1 s we tapped the ma.ple trees 

which had encircled it. Grandmother Moore boiled the sap down 

into syrup in the big iron butchering kettlea that hung on a . rack 

above the bank of what by then was called the creek. There in 

summertime we w~ded, constructed dams, caught minnows and played 

with a waterw.heel wuilt by my brothers. 

But our fascination with the river never waned. A rowboat 

was tied at the bank where the sawmill had been and the boys joined 

others of the neighborhood in swinging from ~ rope tied to a 
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supple sappling to drop into their special swimming hole. Once 

they came running to sunnnon help and then stood by, horror struck, 

while men found and brought to the bank the body of an unlucky 

companiono 

Following their marriage in 1868 my grandparents had t~ken 
~ the Lone Star Hote:L_ 

over operation of • fit' 12f\down In the village and when they moved 

to the farm its proximity to the river made it easy for them to 

continue providing room and board for several railroaders from 

Pittsburgh who regarded the Tuscarawas as prime fishing ground. 

The family itself, however, had little time for fishing. NoF 
1300 

did we ever &ssociate with some of the other people whom the river 

attractedo Gypsies regularly used ~ campground under a big maple 

rut the south end of the bridge. As f&scinated by their decor~ted 

wagons and gaudy clothes as we were distrustful of their habits, 

everyone breathed a sigh of relief when suddenly they moved on. 

Many of them came to our pump for water. 

Then there were mussel hunterso Camping along the river's 

banks, they operated boats with a rigging of hooks which dragged 

along the bottom and caught in the partially opened shells, destined 
~oo 

to be made into pearl buttonso They, like the mussels, completely 

disappeared from the river long ago. 

But our river provided outstanding summer evening entertain-

ment in those tranquil, pre-automobile, pre-TV, pre-daylight 

savings days. 

None of us rea~ relaxem until twilight began deepening to 

dark for in rural connnunities such as ours, even children had 

tasks to perform. Many of these were timed according to the 

whistles of the regularly scheduled Pennsylvania pa$~enger tr&ins 

which sped through the valley. Number 3 1 s whistle, going west, 

me~nt it was time to g~ther the eggs and start setting the tsble 



for supper, while a blast from the "Accommodation" going east--
/ SO (J 

a local that ran daily between Columbus and Dennison--meant it 

was high time to bring in the ~ows for milkmng. 

But once chores were done, we children weren't permitted to 

begin resting--if we'd gone barefoot that day -- until we'd washed 

under the spout of the pump in the backyard. After that we found 

seats with the grown-ups on the front porch where a swing and 

several rocking chairs alwaiys waited. 

Soon the chorus began: crickets, katydids, high pitched 

voices of tree toads, occasional querulous screech owl remarks, 
f {p (>O 

conversations of robins sett.ling in for the night, while providing 

a continuous b~sa accompaniment, we~the deepthroated songs of 

frogs along the river banks. Now and then, as though he had some 
f special observation to ~dd, we 1dhe8JI' the voice of one who surely 

was the patriaDbh of fit@~dom0 

"Now listen 111 our Dad would warn us. 11 It 1 s ju.at about time. 11 

And sure enough, from down under the bridge would come one 

resounding "Karooo-ooam!" for all the world like someone had 

plucked a single string on a great watery bass viol and set it 

vibrating. After that, for a moment, all the clamorous "Jug-o-rums" 
11 l7D011 thev ,-d and Knee-deeps would die away as though lesser frogs knew v 

been reprimanded. Then, cautiously, they'd resume and soon the 

chorus would swell to fortissimo once more. 

Autumn brought a restful time along the river, with leaves 

fallen from the trees revealing the stark white trunks of sycamores 

reflecting in the quiet water. 

Never did we tire of watching the ice break up after a speli 

of severe winter weather. Jagged chunks of all shapes and sizes, 

turning, tumbling, grinding, and when they touched the bank, 

sawing away #!I/ii/!# at the ~turdy trees until they toppled into thq 
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maelstrom, added to the always remembered noise. Sometimes it 

woke us at night and we children would be disappointed to discover 

in the morning that the channel lay open and serene. We much 

preferll"'ed watching the conflict. Great chunks of ice would bump 

against the middle pier~ setting the ironwork of the bridge to 

rattling and prompting men sometimes to stamd there with strong 

poles attempting to deflect miniature icebergs and whole trees from 

lodging to form the ba:se of rapidly mounting ice gorges. 

The break-up following the extreme cold of 1918 is especially 
/q/)O 

memorable, but we had already had sufficient evidence thait our river 

w~s mighty, for after all, hadn't w~ seen it fill the valley from. 

hill to hill in 1913? Many families suffered heavy property loss.es 

although in our innnediate area there wss no loss of life. It 1 a the 

tales of little unusual things that linger as, for example, Dad's 

rescue of Great Grandfather Alexander Moore's big iron butchering 

kettle. Brought from Pennsylvania back in the 1820 1 s, it was at 
q 

least 30 inches in diamaeter and so heavy it r~ired two strong 

men to lift and hang it. That morning as Dad stood on the porch 
~o~ ~ 

gazing over the sea of muddy wa·ter he suddenly spied the kettl& 

bobbing blithely down the middle of the road. Quickly he splashed 

through the yard, grabbed a clothesline prop, ran back and hooked 

the bail of the kettle with the nail in the pole. Tilted, the 

kettle filled with water, sank on the spot and never went sailing 

again. 

Then, sometime in the early 1920 1 s we acquired an entirely 

new reason for calling the Tuscaraw'Sl.S our own. As the fami]y 

living neairest the bridge~ we took over the taisk of reading and 

recording dat& from the stream gauge which had been installed o~ 
c:2 /() () 
its rail by the u.s. Geological Survey. Information SQ collected 

a,11 along this river and others ~med the baisiSI for planning the 
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Muskingum W~tershed Conservancy District which today has subdued 

the entire• system. 

As teen-agers we first had the responsibility~ p8.1Sl$ing it on 

from one to another es we left for college until final]y our mother 
I 

herself took on the job. In the meantime we'd also acquired ru 

rain gauge from the Weather Bureau. Mostly, those morning and 

evening readings were pretty humdrum. But there were occasions 

when, following extra heavy rains with resultant rapid rise of 
6'.2.;lDQ 

the river, immediate telegraphic reports to the Weather Bureau 

at Columbus and the Army Engineers at Huntington, w.va., we-re required. 

One was bound to feel a thrilling involvement at such times. 

Few experiences equalled the challenge of slogging to the bridge-

after midnight in a pouring late winter rain to unlock the box, and 

lo~er the weight to the level of the water where rus its bBiSe touched 

slush ice passing beneath at e~reas train speed it w.ais set to 

spinning in th& wavering "li>et>:rn. wp'/J cSJJJ#IJMI flashlight aimed by ru 
~300 

shivering companion. Such trips had to be repeated hourly unti1 

the river began falling, for & report of its cresting had to be 

wired to officiruls immediately who would pass it on to all the 

flood-weary people downstream. 

Incidentally, 1977's heavy ice cleared the channel at nigh~, 

leaving no evidence of its passaige except ice-sawn scars on the-

trunks of tree$ four feet above the surface of the water, next 

morning. 

Today a cement bridge, so solid that even monstrous coal 

trucks fail to produce a rattle, spBIIls our river. Front p~rch 

sitting is pas~e for two reasons: We can't miss TV programs, 
~'-fOt; 

and we couldn't hear anything for the traffic noise, any~ay. 

But sometimes if I 1m wakefu1 in the w~e, small hours when 

at liong last all that hurry to amd fro has quieted~ I like to 
41 believe I still hear frog music. And it' S' oh, so restful ! 

I 
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rwm, I wonclor? Ifo1"0 in eas t -ucnt J?hl Ohio Vie 1 ve been feeling 

pos~rnssive r::1bou-t a ~m.nll sect;ion oi' the Tuscm•iu;ms for ueu1'lY 

ll~O years, taking pride in ito besutw and ~ven boasting of it 
• b , J ( mis Bn"'"ti)':i.or·. 

De.ck in pro-Muskint.rU.'11 ~~ut 01" shed Conservancy cb.ys the 

Tuscarawas could stae;e a rag i ni:: , wll.ld and woolly performance 

tha·!; knpt evt.r•yone worried fo1• do.ys or a o.metimes weeks. Residents 

concEJrned about Lackwater that 1•ose at sbocking I'al:ies as ioe jam.s 

blocked the current, &pent slee1:iluss nights ·uatciJ.ing l:ihe flood 

c:r· c~ep l"'fllerd;lf;ssJ.y towa11 d their hoti_es as they hastily clea:t>ed 

baseme1rtt. of food Ei.nd supplies,. moved livestock to hi -,;her ground 
~ 

and lnicl :i.n stocks of staple food along with k~I'osene for- lamps 

and lanterns. 

Our' fa,.1i ly's concern with the river bega1 in lv~.O wh~n G1,oc.t 

Grandfather ,Jru.nes Pilling \'!'&lked fl"e>m Red Stone, Pa.. to St~ubt:H1ville 

to purchase nt bankriupt 's. s &.l<:) a tr'act of land j ti.s 1:1 t.o the cH~ut 

of the villac s of Ifaii1 comers'i;own. Included \ms a small sa1:mlill 

opei,at9d Ly waterpow-3r from Bee Tr•ee Gut, u mnall s t r•eam th.at 

flowed. fror,1 the Ohio Cand.l on the no:"'th side of the valley to the 

r>ivcn"' a half-L1ile to thG south. 

Bringing Great Grandmother SarL\h Cunard Pillin i; and bat y 

Sabina along \Jith household pcs sE:lssions in a 1r,;agon whil o the older 

children, nnG8' RebeccE'. and Elle n walkGd with him, he arrived If#. in 

Febr·uo.Py, 13!~1. 

'I1ht::i.l" now home ws.s ~ l0g c 2b:1.~1 on tht:: ri v0r bank to t!w 

east of thf> ::rn.vih.~.11. 1rhe fal'.'m v1 ::! ::1 hlD t".):C"ic gr·ounG., :L·:i:: ho \1·as told 

thnt a 1.:i.r-g'1 hlaclt \r,·a l n ui:; ti-•eo s 1;:1.11 standing in the cloar•ed field 
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l"'iver, had shel ·~ered the cabin of Chief' Netawatwen when Moravian 

Mlna:i.om:iry David ~eis . .JEn•ger• p:.:•oached there to ·t;ho Dolawarr.rn on 

March l!~, 1771. 

Bui; the pio11eo1• .rwn.lly was too busy gett.ing established in 

the:ll .. new sur1•ou11dings to be cone erned with. Indi1:111 a torier:i. Sawed 

lumber was much in de1.mnd and Jim Pilling was soon a. busy member 

of the community. He easily adopted his pr>edec.et.iso1· 1 s practice 

of bar'l;e1•ing .fo1 .. logs i.;o ba cut on demand and floa ·ted down the 

l"iver ·t;o him. Such d0als usually vrnre consummatecl by his shouldering 

a gunny sack contr-dning a gallon stone jug or whiskey wit;h which 

he went to call on some ()f tho thiPsty squatt;ers 01· e;xe;Ly settlers 

living f'aPther up tho river. 

'J~he sawmj.11 had a s t.;raight perpernlicultil' bladu which swisned 

up and do.wn thY·ough giant logs of' virgin walnut, hickory• chentnut 

or• oak. Sinee E1very ef'fo:r•t W&l..l mad<:: to pr•otec.:t the blude 11 the 

l .. ough ba1"'k first hnd to be removed. ~;;a it"bez=l7d1§s-- a task assigned 

the ch:"Lldl'•en. 

Soon after• the Fillings ar:Pived in Ohio i:;}H~y were ,joined by 

Thomas .Benton, hin v.ri:fe anc.l i'UtJ:i.ly. M1•s. &nt;cm was li11•s. Pilling' s 

siste:e., Rebeccu.. 11.LJ paPtnePs• Pilling ,,;c r..'·~mton previously had 

operated the Amit;y Woolen Mill at; Rod Stone. and befol"'e long they 

had a1 similttr mill in ope1 .. at:ton at Nel"1comerst;own-- wa:3h:lnl!, , curding, 

dyeing. spinning and weavil'lB wool produced in the area. This mill 

too 11 was operated by wuterpower. Hee '£1"ee Uut flowed into the 

r.lillpond, then enterc=td the mill1 .. aee which :i;he State Hoad cfct}ssed 

on a wooden span. 

Du:i:>ing i:ihelr ear·ly yours in Ohio, the Pillings lost three 

infunt;s, a son and daughter who vrnl''O twins ancl anothBr son, and lt 

was not until June 24, 1847 that #J/i a baby su1•vivod. Hard working 
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.Jim mu.st hHve been gr•owing son1euhat discoi.ir-Hged by then for this 

l'llrs .• Dn·vJ.££1 B. Momrn. JJ1irm11y, however•, the 1'amily had caunc for 

eel ebra t :lon. J1en-ton, a son namc::d for Pilling' s b~:other-i:r1-lu.w, 

was born in 1850. 

It wnri 5.n SGptembe1 .. 18lt-7 that the family· had their first 

exporienco \"":t th Et nl!l jor flood. As wa tei" hwhed nour-e:t' and. neare1~ 

thr;) cabin on the bank" ThomDs Benton rode in on hox•sebank to rescue 

Great G1"'Dndmother, he by Maria and the older girls. But; Jim rei~used 

to c;o. He'd stay ther·e, l!J.e said, a.nd read 1rJose,.phus •. " 

Bo1 .. 11 in Lancnsh:7.r•e, England, he ha.cl attend.ed night school 

v,rhile working ~-n a woolen mill, and by the time he and his 

loornma te, .Toh11 Hamf.1r, worked their 1uay to America on a sailing 

ship, he haC_ beconl.0 an avid i•eo.der. 

Referencc1 to another flood, evidently of lesser magniture, 

concerned Benton when he was nearly grovm. High water regulai"ly 

eroded the bBinlt to the west of the sawmill, froquE: 1tly exposlng 

Indian skeletons from what had c:ivld0ntly been a tribal burialground. 

This time Benton had i?etrieved an ~ntire skeleton. along with bead;s, 

sei.reral small hide bags of colored powde.!'.', and with copper b1 .. acelets 

still bltr:idihg the arms. Laid out in a box at the sawmill, it \1as 

sv-mpt away by the f'iood. 

By 1860 Jim had sawed lumbe1 ... f'or h.:1.s Ee,w house which was 

l>uil t facing the State R.oad west, of the rni.llrace. Hi[i friends came 

for the housewarming in midwinter, bringinp; alo::.1g the town bend 

and their playing crocked somo of th8 windovrn .• 

A ccivered wooden b1 ... idge spanned the rive1> only a fow rods 

wes·i:; of.' the sawmill Hnd each sp1"~ng as jagged ice and htlrtling 

deln•is fiW.::>und ng:ainst i:ts piers and abutments the fami.ly W<...t'Gched 
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tllen fell during a high wind sometime in the early ei":;hties. 

The date of the bridge's r>3placemont is more firmly fixed 

ln :t'amily history than is the date of its destruction, due to 

rey- mother' a-~nne Moore Zimm.er 1 s) :r>ecollection of her 10 ~h bir>thday 

and her non-birthday spanking. Instead of remaining to entertain 

her guests in lady-like fashion she and a chot~en companion took 

themselves off to the corner of thci 01 .. cmrd next to the rivo1 .. 

where they could practice walking tho iron girders newly delive~ed 

in readines·s for the bridge's raplnceme!1t. Thn1; wns June 20, 1886. 

Just when t;he sm.vmill stopped opa1 .. nt;~_o!l is tu10e:c1 t:..1in, i10v1. 

but wo1 .. k at ·!;ha woolen factory endod in May 1879 shortly aft:er 

.James Pilling met his tragic death. \falkin~ dovm the rallroad 

to arrange for delivery of somo new machinery which h.LJ.cl uPrivod 

by freight, he had stepped off the ends of thfl t:leD l#J# to al]ow 

a cut of cars to ovol"tako and pas.a him, then stepped bnck on, 

not roal!zing that a 11 running switch" was being made and he would 

be struck by nnother onc01ning car. 

Tlw following year my gi.,andpru:>enta, Dnvo 11nd ft1ap1a Pl.lling 

Moore 0 took ove1" the farm and had the woolon factory moved and 

converted to a barn. EventuuJly the mil]pond was dra:I.ned and ao 

childr•en ench nprine; in the early 1900 1 s we tapped the maplo t:rees 

which had oncircled it. Gpanclm.other Moo1"e boiled the sap down 

into syrup 111 the big iron butchr;n•ing kettles that hung on a re.ck 

above the banlt of' what by then was called ·tho u1•eek. There ln 

etumnertimo we waded, constructed duma, cau~:;ht minno~ uncl played 

with a naterwhael Wilt by my brothel"S • 

But otu> fusc1nation with the 1.,iver novei• we.mod. 1\ rowboat 

was tied at the bank whero the sawmill had beon and the boys joined 

others of the neighbol"hood in swinging fr•om a rope tied to a 

/ 
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supple sappl i.!n to drop into t.;heil., apeclnl sw5.1nm:In ~ ho le. Onco 

they cnmo running to summon help ancl then stood by, horror· str•uck, 

while men found and b1•ou.'5ht to the bank the boQ.y of an unluuky 

companion . 

Followin~ thei1• m.ax•r•iage in 1B68 my grandparents had t11.ken 
· -i:i_~ ~";~ ~T: ""' 

ove1 .. operation of ;#~j/ clovm in the village and t1hen they moved 

to tho fapm its pro:;;:L111ity to tho PiVel"' made lt easy for them t.o 

continue providing r•oom and bor.:!.rcl f'or sovr.;ral railroadePs fr•om 

Pit ts burgh v1ho regarded. the 1.l1uDcarawns as primo fishfng ~round. 

ThE'I fumlly i tDelf', hovrnvor, hltd li ttlo time for fishing . Hor 

did 10 over a.ssocinta v1ith some o.f the o·ther people 1Nhom the river 

attract'3d. Gypsies regularly used a ca.mpgr·ound under a big m11ple 

at the south end of the bridge. A& t'o.::..cinatod by theiI• decors:i1ted 

wagons ant.1 gaudy clothes as v;e v1ere dist:r>uatf'ul of their habltr:i, 

everyone breathed a sigh of relief when suddenly they moved 011. 

Many of thr;m camo to our pump for wate1". 

'11hen there were mussel hunters. Camping a long the r>ivo!' 1 s 

banks, !;hey operl:l.ted boats with a ri6ging of hooks wh:i.ch drne;ged 

along th bottom anJ. caught in the partlRlly opened shells, destined 

to be inncle into pearl buttons. '.I.1hey, like the muLsels, completely 

disappea1•ad I'rom the river long ago. 

But our river' provided outstanding oumm0r evening entertain• 

ment in those ·t;ranquil, pre-uutor!'lobile, pre-'rV, pre-de.ylie;ht 

savinc;s days . 

None of ·us rea* relaxeJ.El. until twilight began deepening to 

dark for in rural communities such as ours, even chiluren hud 

tasks to pe1•form. Many oi' these were timed e.ccord1ng to the 

whistles of the regularly scheduled Ponnsylvania pa•ssenger trains 

which sped through the valley. Numbe1"' 3's wh1.st10 , :r,oinr: west, 

meant it was time ·t;o gather the eggs and start sett.inr.; the table 
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for 1Juppt'1r 1 while a blt:1St :Crom t;he "Accommodation11 going east--

a local tl!a t run dally betvrnen Columbus and lJermison--meant; it 

was hi r)1 'Lim~ to bx·ir.ig in tho G:O'li1s for milking. 

But onec chol'{:IS were done, we childt•en weren't permitted to 

bee;h1 rtH::.t1rig--if we 1 <l gone uai"ef'oot that day -- until we'd washed 

under the spout of the pump in the bach'"Yard. Af·l;er that we found 

seats wit;h the gi~own-ups on tho fr·ont po:r•ch where a swin~ and 

several rocking chairs always waited. 

Soon the chorus be:gan: c1·ickets, lfatydids, high pitched 

voices of tree toad.13 1 occasional querulous screech owl remarks, 

conversations of robins settling in ~or the night, while providing 

a continuous bass accompaniment, weJl! the deeptbl"oa ted songs of 

frogs &..long the 1.,iver banks. Now and then, as though he had some 

special observat;i.on to add, we 1J.,bear the ·voice of one who suroly 

was the patriarch of fA,.ordom. 

"No'\"1 ll~ten !n our Dad would warn us. "It•s just about time." 

.And sUl'e eaough, from down under the bri<lf.$e would come one 

resounding 11Karooo-0001n.1 11 for- all the world like someone had 

plucked a single string on a great watery oasa viol and set it 

vibrat;ing. After tllai:;, for a moment, all the clmJlo:r•ous "Jug-o-rums" 

and 11Knee-deeps 11 v1ould die away as though lesser fl"ogs knew they tp 
been rcpr~nnnded. Then, cautiously, they'd resume and soon the 

chorus would SVlelJ. to f'ortissimo once 111or~. 

Autv.mn brought a restful time alone the riveP, with leaves 

fallen f1•01n the trees revealing the stark white trunks of sycamores 

reflecting in the quiet water. 

Wever did we tire of' watch ing the :tee br·eak np after a ~pell 

of s evere winter waathe~. Ja~n·u chunks of nlJ. a 1 1~n1 os and s:t7.ed, <;;I J 

turni,1:ig,· tumbling, gi .. inding, a1yl when they toucb.C3d t 11.e bunk, 

snwilig a·way #.WJMJ at tl'_l.e f;tl.ll"dy trees until they toppled into the 
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nw.elstrom, added to the alW6.J-s :comembered noise. Somotilmes it 

woko us at night ancl we children would be disappointod to discover 

in the morning that the channel lay open anJ. serone. We much 

pr•efe:i:•red watching the conflict. Grea.I; chunks of ice would bump 

agains I; the middle pier•'· setting the ironwor•k of the bridge to 

ral:itllng and pl"ompting men somet:i.rueE1 to stai.nd ther0 wi·i;h strong 

poles a.tte1apt:lng to deflect miniature iceberr,s and whole trees .from 

lod6ing ·!:io form the base of r•apidly mounting ice gorges • 

'l'he broak-up followino; the exr.1°eme colu oi' 1918 is especially 

memorable, but w~ had alreaJy had sufficient evidencH that our r ivor 

was mighty, foI' after all, hadn 2 t rm seen it fill ·t;he vt.tlley f1~om 

hill to hill in 1913 'l I4uuy fcun5.11es snffei"ed .het.tvy property losses 

althoug..11. in our lr.omcd.tate a1•ea t here wat:i no loss of lire. It's the 

tales or little unusual things thirt; linge1• as, fox• e:Aample, Dad 1 s 

rescue of Circa.;t Grandfather Aloxander Moore's big il"on butchering 

kettlo. Brought J'rom Pennsylvania back in the 1820 1s, it was at 

least 30 inches in diallll:ietel" and so heavy it :r·~ir·ed two stronr; 

men to lift and hang it. T.ha t mor•ning aa Dael s too<l on the porch 

gazing over the sen of muddy watHr he suddenly spied the kottle 

bobbing blithely down tho mi<ldle of the road. Quickly he splashed 

throu3h tho ya.rd• grabbed a clothesline p1"op, z•an back and hooked 

·(;he buil of the kettle with the nuil in ·t;he pole . Til teu, the 

kettle fillod with watei,, !dank on the spot and never went sailing 

again . 

Then, sometime in the early 1920 1 s we acquired an entirely 

new :r·eason for calling tho Tuscarawm.i Olll' own. As the family 

11 ving nearest; the i.JPidgo • 1:Ye took over· the taflk of l'.'aading and 

l°' e COl"di113 data fl'O!.'l the stroum gau~e which hau been ins·i;8.'llad on 

its r&:'i.1 by the u.s. Geological Sur•vey. Information so collecbed 
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•llu.skingum Wa\·1rnrs:1ed Conservancy District 1~rhich boday has subdued 

the entire syBter. 

As teen-agers 'll"le first hnd ·the responoibility, passing it on 

from one to anotl1er as we left for colloge until finally our mother 

herself took on ·t;he job. In the meantime we 1 d also acquired a 

rain gaue;e fi"om the Weather Bureau. Mostly, those morning and 

~vening i .. eadings we1"e pretty hu.md.rum. But there we1,e occasions 

when, following extra heavy rains with resultant rapid rise of 

the river, immediate teleeraphic reports to the ¥eathor Bureau 

at Columbus and the Army Ehgineers at Huntington, w.va., were required, 

One was bound to feel a thrilling involvement at such times. 

Few experiences equalled ·the challenge of. slogging to the bridge 

a£ter midnight in a pouring late winter rain to unlock the box, 

lower the weight to the level of the water where a.a its base touched 

slush ice passing beneath at express train speed it was set to 
beam of a 

spinning in the wavering 1~~ flashlight aimed by a 

shivering companion.. Such trips had to be repeated hourly unti] 

the river began fallin~. for a report of its cresting nad to be 

wired to officials immediately who would 9ass it on to all the 

flood-weary people downs ·treamo 

Incidentally 1 1977' s heavy ice cloaI•ad the channel at nig:'lt 1 

leaving no evidence of its passage except ice-sawn scars on the 

trunks of trees foll.I' feet above the surface of the water, next 

I1J.orning. 

Today a cement bridge, so solid tha··t; even monstrous coal 

trucks fail to produce a ratGle• spans our river. Front porch 

sitting is pasSie for two reasons:· We can't miss TV programs. 

and we couldn't hear anything for the traffic noise. anyway. 

But sometimes if I'm wakefu1 in the wee, small hours when 

at long last 311 that hurry to and fro has quieted. I like to 
A -- "t J L • - - 1- - - -- - - .J... ~"' ~ t 
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Hae it ever been your lot to be driving along a sunny summer highway., 

and suddenly come face to face with an elephant, who advanced at much more.than 

elephantine speed over the brow of a hill? Of course the illusion lasts only 

until the grinding, steaming truck beneath him comes in eight. 

They say that elephants are extremely intelligent creatures. Just . 

what, do you suppose, a motorized elephant is thinking as he careens along over 

smooth highways, trying now and then with hie trunk to snatch a leaf or. two 

from a low-hanging branch which reaches down temptingly, just beyond his 

grasp? Certainly these elephants have the laugh on their predecessors anyway, 

for those old fellows were real troupers in the literal sense of the word. 

Such musings tempt one to inquire into this matter of early wagon. 

circuses - their equipage, personnel, and routes of travel. I found a number 

of interesting books and articles de~ling with the subject, which all circus-

loving Ohioans should enjoy. Some of these were discovered at the Carnegie 

Library in Columbus, and others at the Obi' State University Library. Then 

too, a painstaking perusal of files of the Ohio Sta.ta Journal at the C<trnegie 

Lib~ary brought to light circus advertisements of the l850'A, which, much to 

my enjoyment, employed the same adjectives used on circus posters this past 

summer. Even back in those days, it was a mammoth, breath-taking spectacle. 

One of the most enterts.ining books I discovered was entitled "The 

Circus from Rome to Ringling" by Earl Chapin :rtn.y, whose father was a trouper 

with the old wagon shows. In the introduction he makes the following 

observ~tion: "In the days of few railroads and many horse-drawn vehicles, the 

smallest wagon show epitomized romance. It came colorfully out of Whither and 

went mysteriously Whence ••••• Circus caravans preceded and followed our 

covered wagons." 



American people always seem to have had a weakness for circuses, 

which by the middle of the last century, were conducted much on the same lines 

as those of the present day. The earliest venture at exhibiting wild animals 

occurred in Boston in 1720, when an enterprising Yankee sea captain sailed 

into port bringing an African lion. During the next one-hundred years, many 

other wild animals were brought to this country. The first elephant arrived 

in New York in 1796, and tramped weary miles over the roads of the baby re-

public, in order that people at every cross-road might have the privilege of 

beholding her. They gladly paid fifty cents each to the elephant's shrewd 

owner, who traveled the country roads after night with his unwieldy charge, 

so that close-fisted farmers couldn't see her pass by, thus saving their half-

dollar. He had as an excuse however, that he did not wish to frighten the 

farmers' horses which he might meet along the road in daytime. 

It must have been quite a profitable venture, for the early exhibitor 

had little overhead beyond buying hay for his elephant, paying for damages to 

property, and providing his elephant with "boots". These were made of leather 

and were placed upon the animal's forefeet to protect them from glass or nails 

which might be in the roadway. 

The elephant was such a source of wonder to the early Americans that 

they listened intently to everything which the owner said of his possession, 

apparently believing it utterly. At least that must have been the reason why 

some small New England boys thought it would be permissible for them to hide 

behind a fence and do a little sharpshooting as the elephant plodded his way 

out of town; for the owner had said that the elephant's hide was impenetrable 

so far as bullets were concerned. But the boys were blessed {?) with beginner's 

luck, for one of their bullets entered the elephant's eye, and he instantly 

fell dead. No doubt those boys had to eat off the mantle for many a day, 

because their Yankee fathers had to pay the irate owner for the loss of hie 

elephant. 



By the.middle of the 19th Century, few separate exhibitors of animals 

remained in the United States. Most of the menageries had joined with companitS 

of acrobats, equestrians, etc., to form the American circus as we know it 

today. The following advertisement which I found in the Ohio State Journal 

published June 20, 1855, bears out this statement: 

CIRCUS A.i'ID MENAGERIE 

Signor Chiarini's Italian Circus 

in connection with 

Raymond & Co.,'s 

Menagerie of Wild Animnls 

will exhibit at Columbus on Wednesday, July 4, 1855, for one day 

only. Doors open at 10, 2, and 7. Performance to commence one-

half hour after. 

This company will exhibit at Delaware July 2, Worthington 

July 3, Johnstown July 5, Mt. Vernon July 6, Walhonding July 7, 

}, illersburg July 9, Wooster July 10. 

The company will enter town in GRAND PROCESSION on the 

morning of exhibition accompanied by a FULL MILI'1'1lRY BAND, 

driven through the streets in an appropriate carriage followed by 

the carriages, cages, elephants and vans containing the AND!iALS 

to the NAMM01'H PAVILION erected for the EXHIBITION. 

Elephant Hannibal, Elephant Ann, 15 cages of lions, tigers, leopards, 

etc., etc., etc., together with Prof. Langworthy's Den of Royal 

Tigers! in which he fearlessly enters. The elephants, the pony 

~nd monkey will take part in the performance. 

Definite date concerning the first circus v:hich visited Ohio seems 

to be lacking. Considering however, that they traveled by wagon, and that the 



Cumberland Road did not cross the Ohio River into the new state 

until 1825, it is probable that few circuses entered this region before thi:t 

date. Certainly some time must have elapsed before they ventured far from the 

little towns strung along Zane's Trace, which at its eastern end was to become 

the Cumberland Road. Roads were crooked, rough,and in many places so steep 

or so deep in mud, that travel was out of the question except for a few weeks 

during the summer. The performers endured the jolting rides in springless 

wagons, or walked alongside; but each was a good trouper and was expected to 

perform many duties beside those included in his act. And following the wagons 

came the elephants, plodding many weary miles while excited pioneer children 

shouted their delight and amazement from clearings about log cabins. The 

elephant could average a speed of about five miles an hour on a good, hard-

surfaced road, so undoubtedly the pioneer child had ample time for a good look 

at the strange animals as they tramped dusty miles along rough backwoods roads. 

We treasure a circus story in our family that is an excellent por-

trayal of two small Ohioans' first circus: 

Mo.ria and Benton were the two youngest children of .James Pilling, 

v1ho had brought his family to Ohio in 1840. He had bought the land just east 

of Newcomerstovm, which some sixty years previously had been occupied by the 

Delaware village. There, \'lithin a quarter-mile of the spot on which, according 

to the pioneers, King Newcomer's log cabin had st'Jod, he built hie own. A small 

stream called Bee Tree Gut ran dovm from the hillsides to the north, and just 

before it emptied into the Tuscarawas River, spread over the low-lying land 

in a evramp. 

This seemed to Great-grandfather Pilling and his brother-in-law-, 

Thomas Benton, an ideal site for a woolen mill and accordingly they built one 

on the bank of the little stream, using ite; dammed-up water to furnish the 

power. Put this enterprise did not occupy all of Great-grandfather's time, so 



It eeeme that elephants are instinctively apprehensive concerning bridges, and 

although all the circus wagons preceding them had croeeed the bridge without 

difficulty, the elephants refused to take any chances. Instead, they gleefully 

took to the water in the mill-pond, and there they stayed, Opportunity such as 

this did not come often, and the hot, dusty creatures apparently decided to 

indulge in this luxurious, shady bath until their elephant hearts were satisfie~ 

The keepers called and scolded all in vain, while their charges frolicked in 

the water. One can imagine that many phrases not found in Maria's school books 

were addressed to the elephants that pretty June morning, but so excited were 

she and her brother that they were oblivious to all but the phenomenon of 

elephants bathing in their mill-pond. The pond was both deep and wide, and the 

wily elephants settled themselves comfortably in the middle of it, flapping 

their ears and waving their trunks, as though they were saying to the 

keepers, "I double dare you---". 

I'm sorry I can't say just how many elephants there were. As a 

child, I took it for granted that there were m..~ny of them, comparing them in 

my mind to herds of cattle, or flocks of sheep. But now that I've inquired 

into the matter, it seems more likely that my drove of elephants has shrunk 

to two or three foot-sore individuals. 

Finally the elephants tired of their game, and yielding to the 

coaxing of their keepers, emerged on the opposite side of the pond, and once 

more sta.rted trudging down the dusty road toward Newcomerstown. But scarcely 

had they traced a dozen wet foot-prints ill the loose dust, than their roving 

eyes detected potatoes. Now this seemed 11 particularly delectable banquet to 

follow so refreshing a plunge. They stopped at once and began a careful search 
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of the roadbed for every bit of potato. They sifted all the dust methodically, 

presaging in their rhythmic sweeping motions, the electric sweepers we push 

about our floors today. 

Maria and Benton watched delightedly from behind the fence, sharing 

many surrept i tious giggles as the exasperated keepers raged at their 

irresponsible charges. And they sighed regretfully as the elephants, finally 

convinced that every morsel had been found, switched their inadequate tails 

and stepped off briskly down the road to join the rest of the circus which had 

stopped a half-mile beyond. There, in the shade of a wild-plum grove, 

preparations would be completed for the grand entry into Newcomerstown. 



' ..... 

Perhaps the greatest blessing of a childhood spent in a three-

generation home is the wealth of shared memories so frequently 

l. 

recounted that long-ago experiences finally become one's own. :Z'J 
Were I, like Rebecca in Thornton Wilder's "Our Town" given the 

opportunity to relive certain events, I'd choose happenings in the 

lives of three eight-year-olds: my grandmother, my mother and myself • 
.. 

Grandmother was eight and her ~LF.1:9 brother five that June morning 

in the mid-1850's when they spied a cloud of dust approaching from the 

east and stood, breathless with excitement, as first wagons of a 

traveling circus rumbled over the bridge spanning the millrace that 

powered their father's sawmill down by the river. S-1 
"Hurry, children ! " Great Grand fa theJl.,c all ed.r;:e er in1l_,UP the road. 

11 Bring a basket of potatoes and scatter them in the road/ there beyond 

the bridge." 

Obediently, though with great reluctance, they raced to the cabin 

nearby, relayed their father's strange request, hurried back and carried 

out his instructions. Then just as they resumed their places by the 
" 

roadside, two of the biggest creatures they'd ever seen in their lives 

came plodding along swinging their snaky-immlJ:ung trunks and switching 

their ridiculous teils. 

Elephants! They'd seen pictures, of course. Now here were the 

real things. Big and gray and dusty and tired! /f 
But there was trouble. The elephants refused to set foot on the 

short wooden bridge no matter how hard their drivers beat and urged t hem 

forward. Sudden~ly the larger of ~1:J1e two spied the millpond, flugg the 

other a "LastroneY;'hn!slafr.ottenlegg11 look, splashed to the center of 

the pond, sank to his knees in the cool, shhdowly water and trumpeted 

b1-in delight. 

Great-Grandfather hadn't anticipated this performance and perhaps )~ 

he regrett~having squandered the basket of potatoes, for his children 



The huckster's wagon was e)Sciting too, f6'r 

)}C.~~~&f~tw:LL-~~=--mvrno~my t~~ 
Starting the day with a stock of enam;lw~re and crockery, staple 

groceries and other manufactured necessities, the huckster was in 

reality a traveling storekeeper, trading his wares for the produce of 

farms: eggs, butter, chickens or other poultry, hams, bacon, maple 
C-<rtPV 

sugar, and dried apples~r peaches. 

Back in town, some of the things he'd collected would be sold to 

local housewives, while the rest would be packed in barrels for shipment 

by rail to Columbus or Pittsburgh. Eventually such Ohio produce might 

be found in markets as far away as ~t. Louis or New York. 
point 

As the most distant/on his route, Aunt Becky's home was the huckster's 

half-way point where he would stop to water and feed his hourses, and 
·~~ 

hav~inner/w~1 =ai1'G.::fief!- iRva.1Dil~s~ Then he's resume his 

travels, always returning in early evening over the river bridge where an 

eager little girl would be waiting for the letter Aunt Becky had sent 

to her mother, and -=ll!l:BS!i!!B~~-~KRn~&~~~~~ the package of ginger cookies 

which were her own special reward. 



had ample time to feast their eyes on the elephants. Nor was the show 

over. For when the angry roustabouts finally succeeded in driving 

their charges from the pond at a point beyond the bridge the two 

animals immediately found the treat the children had spread for them. 

Carefully they vacuumed the dust with their trunks and moved on toward 

town only when the last morsel had been enjoyed. 

A generation later pack peddlers and huckster wagons rated tops in 

my mother's world. The arrival of the first peddler after a long, hard 

winter was a far better sign of spring than a robin's song. Peddlers 

stooped beneath packs as huge as small trunks, might seem to be of an 

alien race and speak English with strange accents, but those who 

regularly made the rounds were family friends to be happily greeted 

by name and invited to stay for dinner. 

And their packs! How could so many things be so compactly bound? 

Calico for new spring dressest muslin for petticoats or gowns- tablecloths 

buttons - pins r elastic;- needles-ribbons - thread- hooks and eyes - laces -

combs. Spread out on the sitting-room floor they made a rainbow in the 

firelight, and a child grew impatient waiting for her mother to conclude 

;rbargaining and permit her to choose by herself the bolt of material 

~ which would yield the new pinafore she'd been promised. ';fJl 

\" 

~ doubt tranquil summer evenings on our front porch back in my 

own childhood were less satisfying to my weary parent5 and grandmother 

than they were to me, snuggled against my fat~oulder ~_,e~~~ 

porch swing. Life was not easy for grown-ups. Ta9J'l'i¥ t;;;if0 rs r~ 
.~that Sunday school song "Work, for the Night Is Coming!!. ii?tfii1iiiii:ili~siiilJ.:· t/ 

--=-aHs@±sb r;Qa WJt -to!!, 1 na-=~n= eboi>&s--; 

But INJ##JJ.#l#J approaching darkness brought a time of relaxation, 

with magical sights and sounds. Only a few of our neighbors had cars 4~ 
and seldom did they drive after night. When they did, however, we had 

a magic lanter~show as their slowly advancing headlights cast shadows of 



... 
grandmother's hanging baskets, causing them to move in a quiet 

procession along the wall behind us. First came the feathery asparag~s 

fern, next the oxalis, then long fronds of the Boston fern, and finally 

her begonia. 35 
Their shadows began at the far end of the porch and floated 

silently toward the direction from which the car was approaching, only 

to be swallowed in darkness again, as it passed. And the phenomenon 

'rhen quiet would settle once more and we 1 d enjoy our evening c9ncert: 

crickets, katydids, tree toads, occasional querulous screech owl remarks, 

conversations of robins ~ttin~ settled for the night, and like an 

orchestral background, the deep-throated voices of frogs along the 

Regularly, we'd await the sound of one who surely was the 

:;;---& 
riverbank. 

frog patriarch. 

"Now listen," Dad would warn us. "It's just about time." /D 
And sure enough, just as if he were uttering some sage observation 

to hi~s friends, would come a resounding "Karooo-ooom !11 from down under 

the bridge. It was as if someone had plucked a single string on a great 

watery bass viol and set it vibrating. For a moment after that all the 

clamorous smaller voices would die awayas though lesser frogs were 

heeding a reprimand from their better!" Cautiously, then, they'd 

resume and soon their singing would swell to fortissimo again. 7/ 
Today the porch is still there with its hanging baskets dripping 

-~ .4<A4?~~~ _, 
ferns and begonias'\ But their racing shadows cast by fast cars are no 

longer distinguishable. And the sweet chorus of night voices, if it 

still exists, is drowned in the roar of grinding trucks, hot-rodding 

cars and squealing tires. ~ ~ 
But deep in the night, if one is wakeful, it's pleasant still to 

1 

,.,..... 1 
parade of elephants, pe'L,dler/\and review drowsily, all that passing 

ea_:::y1y fi •· ~ 
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The train bad been almost ready to leave the etatioa when Cousin 

earl came ruu.iag with ou la.et gift. It had been a book ot Ruesiul 

ola1a4.C81 an4 having receiTed it, Tamara bad grown ll01'9 frigbt.ened a!ld 
' J excited than ner. CaiTfilig boob out ot Ruaeia was absolutely forbidden, 

- --' 
and perbapa bad ehe known bow tar aDll how weary her j o\U'ney was to be-

com•, ebe would not rt'8n have beea tempted to dililob•J the Bobhevike. 

But ehe bad no way ot knowing then tba" her wa1 led a third of th$ 96.Jtanoe 

around the worl41 alMl would not end until •igbteen yeare later, when it. 

naahed a pleuurt house by tha eid.• ot a windiq l"oad. in a little 

eaetem Ohio Y:lllage. 
/ Tbs Yillage1 D.ilrarerille, lie• on '\b• extreme northeastern ~ ot 

Comny1 tb8 road ie State Rold• 75 • llotoriat• hurrying 'bJ 

euapeot no llJOI"• 'th6D tlo Babn'V'ill• naident. th-•1•••• th• sto17 that 

en yourig womaa .the.-. oaa ~•11. Partia,. you'n alreaq paeeed 'bJ Tuara'e 

hou••· Pemape J'ou•ve avaa e't.QPped next door at her tatber' 1 factol'J' 

\ ancl haTe watched 1lh1le the mUk in the huge Odpper bttlePns heated and 

tl'aD8tol'liMd into ~ great dieksof oheen. Periiapa rou've wudereci into 

the etorage csellal" uxt d 001" when the cool salty damiui•se is reminiecent 

ot a. country epri.q-home, and there yo11'Te •tood hungrily by while the 

proprie-tor generouely pa.teed. out laoy, ndge-lbaped samples out ft'om a 

\ golden moon. 

That day iii Marob 1919, Tamai'&. thought the Journey would l&et only 

a nek, aad 1he ft.8 glad of her chance to add one last little memento 

to her ta'ti belongings. Now Cousin Oarl' a book stands in the mod era opoa 
\ 

\ shelves lining a delightful liYiDg room - a room 111loee eoi't e&rpeting, 

I \ 
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oolol'ful hangings and oomtortabl9 chair• rotleot its owner•a exoellettt 

tute am al'tiet:la ability. But should one notioe in tbat living room 

a laek ot those tbinp whioh indicate a aheriahad background and family 

tiea be bas onl1 to n•raber that all those tbirJge had to be left behind 

tba:t do.y iD Uuoh. The Boleberi.k offioiale took pains to see that no 

refugee exaeecled his limitation of torty pound~ ot baggage, one piece of 

Jewlr)', aa4 or» pleaa ot 8!.lvenare. No doubt tnlve-yeiu·-old Tamara 

tel t those limitatiou tu leee k.aenlf than did her mother who was 

toraed to abandon not oaly hctr tine tabla linen and silver, but all the 

keepsakes whicrh every woman spends b&r lite accumulating ... things which 

wera beyodd prioa to her 'beonue• at theil" associations. She badn•t even 

~I-

I 
I 

'been allowed to take Tamal'a•s baby pittures. But the Bolehevike had no r 

way to retJula te the weight ot hit' bean! 

Thu tall, whf!D eigbt-year .. oU Vera Bl"a8well 111atcheo up her 'book• 

and goeo racing with i.r pla,.tea past her 3randfa.'"1er'1 cheese factory, \ 

aro~ the comer by the general store, a.arose -the or11ek and up the 

hill to tako her plraoe in th• third. grade ot BU&rev11l• sohool, her 

mother may be ocoupiad with thought• eisd.lar IUld vet quite different 

Yl/ tram thoe& o~ ot.ber .~~08;1l mothel'l9 • And 1tl ile Vera will be attending 
. . :·: ·~ ·i' 

an Ohio ·eahoo1, ·in· wbio.b, ~tpt-year .. olds 'ilill have little oooaeion to 
. : 

think of var;; tmr. ·mothe~~•s 't.boupt• like moet motbere•, will be buoy 

with th'oee ~liou · ·~~ ·iit.:\le folks across the Atlantio. Btib Vera• a 

mothel' .Tlill· undel"staad .;;fus~ what those ahildl'en are taoing, for twenty .. 

five Y.• nJ1'8 ngo thie fa1~ eJI• ns a little Russian aohoolgiz-1. Her 

llUl8 was TaMl'&· Pauli·~ · 8~ was Just as ohi as Ven when the world 

~•ome oontus·ed With,. war.,. F.or the millionth time hei- thoughts will 

ra.oe 0•01• th09e many atanga events, and brillg her again to that day in 

Unroh, that train or dilapidated boxoan, aid the griet mieib she and 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 



b·ar mother felt \1ben they looked for the la.et tim& on their native land. 
I 

.3 It hadn't been quite the Sam3 for b.er !'ather• for he W.d really 

'bee~ Going home.. Rudolph I'uuli had left 5wit tarlMd whon he ua6' 

eighteen to Join hie brother in the. Pr; of Smolensk in Russia. 

'l.'here he had prospered ma.king Swiss ehaose from the great quantitieB 

ot cow•e milk p:roduced. by the herds on th• huge lmseia.n eetato£1 • 

• prospe'l'ollll men in the neighborhood. Tbare he nnrriod ilertba Winkl.Eir 

v.bo al th ougb bom in Rue.sin wae of S'\dse tnranta.ga. 

The Pauli's little daughter '.ramuu had lavished upon her all the 

provoleges and attentions of a wealtihy e!Uld. A prosperous foreigner 

be,.ongad to th.a ,Pl'ivilaged class mid his children .ere raised a.e eucb 

from both ohoiee &l!:i neoeeeity. There being no a)"'l!tsu of oompulr.iory 

education in Russia at that tine, most r4 these children bad prlvate 

inst:M.tctia11. Tamara had a Genmn gov&l'Z1Sas1 then a Ge!"mRD-Ruseiatt 

tutor. 1'hat schools there wre Wl)TQ private• and it vae neoeeea.ry 

tor a child to piae aaminations bufmro entering them. 

:n the eprillg or 19141 Tamal"a took her entranoo examin.'l.tions at 

Riga. All she remallhere of it wa.s that it took plaoe in a large room 

with g~am tnblee, and bav!Jlg passed• she lQoked f orwsf!./·O ei:a.terlng 

a private school in Risa that fUI.. nut by frul tba~W;dd War was 

one mcmth old and Riga' '1 t.chQola wars already oloaod. As a result 

&ho was aent to a private bourding sdiool in Po~rogi'ad, and 1'here 

she began aZ'1 eduaa.tion :Lnternatlonal in its saQpe. 

! 
I 
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It aa at Petrogracl tbat tor the tint time poor little eight-year~ 

old Tamara realised fully what an iuigrlli'ioant epeot of humanity ebe 

nally ••• Deaked out b a black am brown uniform exactly like 

.. ·. · · • humre4 and ntnet1-nine other girie, ehe mi•ee4 dreadtullt the 
... t ••••• .... 

incli'ridual atteation Nd laYitth atteotion whlcb bad been her• a at b.'!i 

anc1 hOMeickneea al.mast nefthelmed her. Om thing ver.v especially 

m.de hezt OOUCiOUI ot her dlffannoe an4 &Ocentuattd bel' great lone-

lineee. AU tbe o\her little g1rle tat.be doreiiOZT had illall ioons 

fastened to th• heacla ot thelr bed.a/ and "there they eaid their pl"8.J8re • 

He~ laolt ot one -.. a great 1 oUs-ae ot •olTJ' and. emb&1TU11111111t. j'inally 

8be 'becane nll enough acquJ.nted to eay her Prot1etant ,,.,.re at tbe 

head ot ber Orihocloa neighbor'• bed, and ehe telt •ch better! 

Thie eahool ft9 an eepeaiallJ' m.oe om, beaa11&1 1t wae wuier the 

1&tronage of the Tearina henelt • Two teaohera, oae French ucl one 

Gei'Mn, had ohvp ot th• oh114ren'e liTing quarten• and u °'he two 

alternated in theil" that.lee daily, the et1l4ente eTe11tual17 bad a fairl1 

good t.n.illing in bot11 langua.1••· Tuarat lib all the othen, had 

epobn Ruee1ua at h ... 

At 'tile Yery begimdngt tbe -.r cU.4 not atteot greatly tna 

Prori.Doe ot LatTia ill whiob th• Paulita li•ed, beyond the conaaiouenese 

of 1014tera n!Jlg ••• more tnquently. 

During the eeoollil wtm•r that 'l'ulara wnt to eab.oel in Petrograd 

ho""9r; the RU111ian Revolution brote out. 'lha ti:ae · 
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teaahen guarded the child·nn carefully indooi'e1 for a prteon waa Just 

alose by and the rU'la fin graw more and aore ooutant. 'iben a quiet 

e'V'eniag ..-, tb.87 "°* :permit thaa to al.k briatJ.1 ill the garden where 

thelle lltte'red ·th•· grow.~. Ncn far fro• the Wiatter Palao•• the aobool 

ta."4 th• ea.ill ,..~er :in~ ~oh Raop•rU.n•a body w.e repgrtecl to have. 

been thr1>n toll owing· )11s·' IUU'der • 

Whl!I Taliara went ·home ·tor vacation in· the &'Ulliii9r of 191'1, the wu 

frightened and· bnildeNcl ~t the Ghange. Pel'hl.ps to quote an eacerpt 

from one ot her on· i»i::tege themes all tell the atotJ l>etst1 ''The 

ftal:lt;r of war ~ al~.riqf ~t m. 11J parents were liv:t.ng alo• the 

wetetn tronirs our spa°oi~ houeil was exp&rienoing the flux and reflux 

or Obaagiag P01J"lat.i0n:•.· ·~ dq it gave shelter to the eaemlngly 

oarotne aoldun going ·'9 ·tight a the next day it• wall• reeoundecl to 

the l'IOCias ot ~Ud~ ·•••· ~rytblng breathed ot •uttering. '!'be eonge 

ot the bins e.nd ~pen at 1he fon•t ·wan droned in the unceasing 

aound of cannon. ~ jme~~:~t gunpG111deF repla.oed the traar&Doe of 

tlowen; '*18 ~on·~-. · ·hsp~ the W&l'J l:lne ot war ntupea mnad al"f:r 
onward Wit.h but Oll8 thought; •to eaoape the .a..,s'" 

All that ewmlr th• Pauli l•ll:r el•pt tuUy OlothecJ, tor they ne•er 

knew at what hofll' it wuld bKom uoeaaary fOJ' thlill to %6ir::a-ia1 L 

_:Ji/ the;~ el...-~, waaiy line d.leappeari.ng into the 1111oeriaill diatanoe. 

But the e\l!U!Sr JS.••ed without tba dreaded al•rm• and with the coming ot 

winter, Taal"a'•· echooling 111119t go 011. One Gall't but "OD!er it llhe 

didn•t rebel at being forced to lea•• hom hi the tao• ot euah oaoi tement. 

During the e'CIDll&r1 the private e'Ohool ill Petrogftd ha4 beea oloeed 

by the Revolutionists, bacUBG it waa an in1tit'1ti011 npreeeatative ot 
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wal:tib. The eteppe1 ot the UknJ.n1 now eae•d 1trangel7 }'eaoef\tl in 

oontrut to the contueicm in whioh tb• Paul.l's lived1 eo it wa11 deoided 

that Tamara ehould be eent to et&J with ber uno11 11ho lived at Mariupol 

on the lbore1 ot the s .. ot Aaor. 01ie ean only gue11 with what appre-

bl!llton an4 dread Tuara'• mother 11UBt have •et out to tra•el aor09a 

KU*e:la to deU.Hl' her U.ttle girl 1ately into hie ean. Traine 119re 

etill opera.ting after a fuhion at thia ti• howner, and they anived. 

without peat diftloul•• 

rer a tia. after Tmara • e mother left her at Mariupol ehe heard 

trom her parent& intermittently. Tbe uncle with whom ehe wae eta.ring 

U••cl titteu miles from the town; an4 it wa.1 neoeeeary to~ her to ride 

tbit1 dietailoe dailf by train to attend 1c:bool. At tirat there were 

1&eeeager aal"i to J"ide in, 'b"" th••• gm tear and fewer, Bild finally 

betor• 'the winter wae ov•r• ah• counted. bereelt tOl"tU..te to ride in 

Tben quite unexpeotedly one clay, the Germu wen yerpben. Aided 

by th• R01allat1 iii the 4iltmt, th91 had •uoa1ed1d :S.n overcoming the 

a.de. Thi Ukl"l.iDI wu noir in .. ., bud•• but einoe their occ\lpatlon ot 

the di•triot ••emed to alleYiate aatten 1omwbat tor the peuante, the1 
~~-~ 

mt with 11tt11 oppo1itio1i. T.-n. wu ••• , an eu111 of 

be .. on fatber &Dll motb•r:I''- rOI' ah acmthe ao wrd flt tb• reached. bar. 
13~ 
~ eurpl'iaingl.1, one mornlag ill late spring men ehe awoke and 

n.'b'btd ber ••• there eat her •othe• oza the edge ot the btMU Shi lo0ted 

t:lnd, and eld, uad had nah to tell. It had t&Dn both 1tnngth ud 

oourqe to tn••1 aeYen himdnct an4 tittr Id.lee, llDd to break through 

the Gel'llall liue to raaoh her little daughter. Home ... no longer iD 
n 

tat•la, but in the Province of Baolemik 'lhe re she and bel' hubancl bacl 
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eetabliithtd the111telT11 after fleeing before the advancing German armies. 

. Havil'Jg reeted tor a fol{ days, Un. Pauli am Tuara. otarted north age.., The trip beshte betrg dange.roue. Y&I long and afdu.owa ncv.. lfsny 

raUrcade had ceased operatiOIS becauao they nn wom o"' Or' deatrayed• 

and .it ••· ~7 10dC&i.~0,~J.r thq co~ ride a tbort diltuce on a 

ttain ~~~~J. ,80., .. ~.:r•tt•d tbe.t ••ery'bo4y etoo4. Bometimia. they. "" 

tort~:t.e •nt)Ugb to i•~ heroes to tides but aueh of tb.e _,. th•t 

~d. • • • : 'i . • . i • •• 

. Thill· e~p.er.tenc• '. t1"icd Tamm• a ettOl"te toward a tarma.l education in 

the. cc;n1f1u•~on tb!i:t . .u .~14 Ruaeia. The next winter ebe tto•ed. a. 

BolebtYi*lt ~•ch~ol. ·~•· eis milGs on horeeback to the nfl&l'ttet town. Ae 

that f88.Jt •n94 . the ~~p:tion ot oompulao17 tducation UDler the Bol-

ehe'tik•., one ha. no ~itf:~~ulty Ullelentamiag 'l'uata • 1 meaning when ehe 

aa:rw; "The pupih got awq wl'Ul llUl'der.• But loyal.17 1be addst •om 
lho\lU.~t JW.ge a ·*bS· J.!te t~t Ui lts !Dtuor.• 

80lliltiille1· then wn ·iUllda ftoanalee iJl the rub ot the older . " . .. . . ·. . 

ttud-'1 ta th• .B~l:*~~• 1•claool l.Dl wDDl!eriag *'' ou 1"9118d>ered rill• 

tin1 .S 'l)le ·.••~l.• .~oh took place d.ailt u puaiahment tor pettr 

often..•• labeled ~l'UtorH1" • Yee• life •• unaertain nm tor ohtldnn. 

The Pauli'•• al;~oua'-1 tbeJ wen UJllS•I' tu protenion of the Bwi1e gOY•nt· 

mem and bad llOl'I pri't'lleg11 than tlU tlleir lea• tonaata Ruaeian 

neighbors, uew tJie. meaning of 4eat.b and ot hwsger. 

The ptUaat• pret•rnd the oic1 'l'•arilt n~lmet and tttok OYHT 
c. oppon.S.tr to ,anDOJ' the Dolmril:•. One •••nins •- ot tha eam to 

t•ll MJt. Pauli that tbeN 1la8 fighting 1u the .t.Uage 'blheen their own 

people u4 th:e UGllJ• Kllowing that he na atill regardad by th• aa 

their friend ml adY!.1or• 11' went along. The cU.stlll"banoa prcwed to bo 



notbilta at any oomequ•nce1 but retuftd.ng alone to hie,., Tamara's . 

fathe~ WI pt.ll'tH•d aDl1 oapturecl by the gual'dllS• Dieaaveri.ng h~8T81't that 

u canie4 no weapon other thU a poollet knite, they took 1t and released 

him. 

'l'h11 ooovnnoe preoipltatM the ha1t-toriHMl de'\el'llimtioa 1a Ill"• 

Paull'• ldJd to muN to Swlt1erland. The nlatiou between RW11ta and 

her ne:lgbbor1 wen 'Deooa.tJic "°" aggtaYated dai1J'• ad wh• word oame 
that the Swb• Com'1lat• ._.to 'be aftftlltaclt bt realiaed the7 11111t w.t.t 

1to long•t. Sft'eftl tnua .ot bucsara to O&ITJ Swl.11 retus••• on ot 

the "'P~ :•4 alreU, b~•ll proflde4. 'l'ht Pauli' 1 left Ruaeia on the ~ 

ihlri ol ••• ill ~ .~·-~ ·~ •1~~·· ~!.._~ .. "".":.."":::f:d::r 
ott:f.$la'i{'Not olll.7 ·wen. ·the nhgae1 lilllltld. to tori7 pounde ot baggage 

.~ --- . · .. --a1t•l•t but. u·eaOh tr.~l•tt waa eroaee41 so thoroughly wre they aearcbtd 

that they wn 1'9qdred ~··tor••• their alothi!lg. -But-e_.h~ .. 

'"•P.• •o '-' bar -~••olft'-. . 
' ' . 

Imt-.d ot tra.;'11~ cH.notlJ fro~ R\1111& through O.rmany to 

. . . 
thl •m-.m Balti• s~ .4D .. iott-bl'Hk•r on Wlbf.oh 9"l"JOD8 ..... f oroed 

to 1tud Up liloilt ot ~,t·· ~~tt 10 arowded wai it. c'l'be el•an bustling 
' 

nnna of Btookhobi o~r~~. ~ •tranp ooatrut to the d•brie and 0011-

tulcm ot ·-..... ·:. . ·. ,,. 9"ft :ai..t uaipreparecl to ••t M.ppy; plaoid 1tl11f5JJ ~ 
1'tt•t daily enoount·~ ~-- ,:, -~,;,.~d-bf t • .;--;,;-and c1n.;;. ntht-~ 
And toad•• tht ta1t• 'ot tria•o~ ·ther ha.4 all but torgotten1 were be aped 

1n ,,..,, etina .~ ... 
. . ' 

After a tbne'"4&J ci~lay 1n sncta th•t cros•e4 the eouthern pari 

of t he Baltic sea t'o ttw taiand ot RtlJ•• Here theJ "" roiooecl to w.it 

a w ek, 'lbile the Id.lea .r intermtioaal n4-tape lJioideat to poet-WU' 

refugees wre W01UMl and rewomd. At la.et they were permitted to enter 



Oennuy1 boardU. ileedia:tely a epeq!al tndn ee!lt by the Swiss govem• 

•tit. As they oroaeed Germany the peop~ ill varioua t _one where ~tops 

wro an.de bad t~ preJSNd 'to give . ~b•• and while it consisted 

WiUallJ' ot a queer soup •cl• of noodles am 4ried ti&•t it tasted good 

to the hU1i7: .~~-··•· · ... 
But then in S,rit1·~_.1,.nd, wb:lle ~Ud.olph Pauli found safety tor hi• 

'lrite and ._Ugbt•r Cll.9..••· itio i.u 01' h•, tw cW. n~ find peao• or 

happime•• Tise ••~ bard in Bwit1er18111l toot the country wae crowde4 

with retqeee, .tµd;_ w.-i w• at -. ptai.1111• For two .rean h• etruggled 

'to pro""• a liv.~ ·t~r. ·~ t•~ .•orkhg moet of the time u a labonr 

on the nilraad•• ~u.~· ·his wit'• womd in th• hcRtl ft9re theJ lb·ed. 

Nel;hir ne .'l'alli .. . b$~ a Y•'Y ~m t~., . ~'though ber pu·errts 

wn living tn ~h• pa~ :·.of. ·,swt'••'~ ~tdh .~~•'. ,~.~~~11 Fre~, 

•be ba4 been eent "~ -.tt~. ~ ~--1~• 1cttoo~ ~•: z~~.i. beoauee she epoke 

Oeman "'1t:k le•a ~~tioUltr\t ••11 _I a..... But j~·iie tbi Sides 11ohools 

outlh• all othezi'.•r. '"· t~ '-" •Gbolqtia a:~~i~'1J!'~t.• nlte concerned; th.,-

appa~ly negl~,,ot~ 1-"~~ tJf ~b• t~•.r. ~~~~ ,:.U .~•. :~blldnn referred 

to poor t""e-..,.ear.-old; '?Uara •• "that d..-c1 ·awie1111111 • rinal.11 thi• 
' - "I•.• _, ' •' .; . ' ., ' 1 I ·1 • - · ~ . \ , : 

blcam. lilOi"e thu she'. ....... , iio '1• ••aollll par"ehe was alla1red to 

ramatn witll her~·· ._ad attetll a VNnCh•epeaking ••ool. Sanoel 1D 

SWS.tse:rland is ~ f9&r 'l'ound attw Wt.tb o•lY ehori Taaatione, Th••• 
•d.• the only bright spot in ~ ,.~. tor hel' grudfatheit hom RI . 

itt tpe mountawa. hie field• eiope~ upward to th• etr. 
Stach was the ~PP1 •tat1 et the PaUli tud.lJ' fortunes 11b811 

Couein earl. Miehl&r a!Tiwed fl-om tbe ""Wty ot M1llenburg, Ohio, tor 

IL brief Vi!Jit at the old boa• Hie •io17 ot life aoroae the Atlutio 

de Vr. Pauli bopo that •ven ,..t he might ft.ml tappineea tor hi.a lamily1 
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and 1n lfarah 192lt he cue to the United Stat••· 

Thzt•• month• la:ter, Tamra and her mother tollowed, Already her 

father bad found wort 1a a Ob8eae faotory ttear S1*garcreek and bad been 

able to borl'ow moner far their puaage. TUtU"a oried almost all the way, 

so h111118eiok ae ebe far Ruaaia, Heither ebe nor he~ mother knew Ul1 

EngU.eh and whea the imigrat.ion authorl:H•• in ?few Yott tied tags on 

th• mark•d "Sugat'onek, Ohio•, they nre lett to th• 11111'01 of the 

railroads~ Herdlel on a trairl with a large grout ot immigra.nte, they 

111.xt towacl the•alvee in Baltimore, thn Pitteb'1rgh, and finally 

Wheeling. Utterly loet and bnil.dered, they ••ff finally nacuecl there 

by a mu 'Ibo •poke Germu and knew the location ot Sugarortek, 

'l'bat fall when the tea began in the eountl"y ecbool iii Troyer•• 

Yallq, Tmaai-& was ~lled. Poeeibly it as a bappy oo-iinaident eo 
. . 

ta.'Z' u •lie n• concu11~ad'.t that the aaJoritJ ot the ohildna at tbe 

'l'royH' ValieJ wn ~h·, tor they epoka a hybri4 German which she could 
. ' ' . 

at le~t partially .-.~tand. 

r:y ot couraa aha 1~.ni$4 Engl.uh ~pidly, an4 three years later 
: .· 

pudu&.;\od r~ ·suaarcii'cMlk•Shazaeeville High Sahool with the highest honors. 

Then aha wm to Buifa.n~ Coll•ge, worked., and ~ter went to oollege • 
. ' 

Sha p,;id lier· way tht~~~ .t~ 19are ot Un:lvenitJ work at Athens by doing 

hoU.•w'?r.~, and p!;rado.Jdi.s~~y, during this manial interval, turned d.cnm 
' .. 

two opporiUiliti6•:" for. ~~i..i:ttme pon:ltions in \lbidl her knowledge ot · 

la.~su&ce• •oUlit ban c~~ a large salary. Bllt. Talat&. had plan& tor . . 

the future wbicli inclUded ·John Braawell ot Canton. 
. ' 

< • 

'?Oday· both the Pf,uu.•·1 'anct the Bmewall'a li~e in BatenYiU.e, ~ 
. . 

olf ·ihf· ~~~qiji%~ ictP~liooton-G.&Qlltr • Ur. J'aUli is once .. 
more a pro1perouc abeelie aat.n•, a merabor- of the Ohio Swiss Oheeee Aeaoci{· 

ation, ucl a loved am n•peoted citiien of th• community, 

The Braewell'e 11Ye next door, am the tactlity 1'ith whioh litt.le 
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But even then, Tamara's desire tor education wasn't satisfied. Having 

resigned from her position, she enrolled at Ohio Universi~y at Athens, 

earning her way tor two years by doing housework. Paradoxically, during 

this menial interval, she turned down two offers for positions where her 

knowledge of languages would have coJlllll8Jlded a large salary. But Tamara 

had other plans, for she bad met John Brasswell before she 1.ett Camon. 

Today both the Pauli's and the Brasswell's live in Bakersville, 

Just on the extreme northeastern edge of Coshocton County. Mr. Pauli is 

once more a prosperous cheese naker, a meniJer of the Ohio Swiss Cheese 

Association, and a loved and respected ci~isen of the conmunity. 

The Brasswell 'a live next door. Their children - Vera, Rudolph, 

and Anne, chttter Russian wi~h their Grandmother Pauli Just as volubly . . 

as they chatter English with their playmates, and Vera the eldest, is 

now almost as old ae was Tamara when she began her uany adventures as a 

little Russian sbboolgirl. 
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) . October 7, 1954 

There is no doubt that the most sd>ormy period of our sixty 
ye ars of club life has been the last decade. 

It was our ancestors who set the ball to rolling when they 
conceived El "government of the people, b~ the people and for the 
people." A government where all people are equal and where the 
"Golden Rule" prevails. 

It is hard to conceive that most of the last ten years we 
have been in actual war. Thus, it is not strange that our club 
work has been spent in active service in war problems, that were 
varied and numerous. 

For quite sometime prior to war days, our club had frequently 
talked about an organization composed of all the clubs of the city. 
A club that would mean strength and united effort to functionlin 
city projects of any nature. 

Our idea was well received by other clubs and in due time 
one big clube was organized to be known as "The Civic League." 
Charter members were: The Woman's Club, Parmi Nous, Music Study 
Club, Mothers' Club and Beta Circle. The first president was 
Mrs. Clancy B. Vogenitz. 

Sooner than we had expected, there seemed to be plenty of 
work for willing hands to do. That Sunday af'ternoon, December 7, 
1941, when Pearl Harbor was fired upon, will always stand out 
vividly in minds, but our "Civic League" was ready in a moment's 
notice to function. To our surprise and delight, ours was the 
only woman's organization of its kind in Tuscarawas County and we 
received honorable write-ups in a number of papers through-outthe 
county and state. 

It was not long till we found many opportunities in which this 
new club could function. Knowing the craftiness and deception of 
the Japs, a casualty station was considered necessary. This was 
fitted up in the basement of the Lutheran church. A group or 
committee was appointed to ~ake care of this project. I recall 
that Mrs. D. B. Moore was active in this. I also remember of 
giving Dr. Agricola a check for twenty-five dollars, June 18, 1942, 
as a contributionf rom the Civic League. Last, but not least, by 
any means, was the commendation given by Tuscarawas County to Mrs. 
Davis and Mrs. Ashelman. They worked each Tuesday and Thursday for 
the duration of the war and perhaps for months later. The work 
consisted of folding bandages, requiring ca.re and precision. During 
the club year we saw little of these members, as 'l'hursday afternoons 
meant hours of labor to them. As club members, we were proud of their 
achievement. This station was not disbanded till after peace was 
made, and to our lasting joy we never had a reason to make use of it. 

"The Canteen," located at Dennison was very outstanding and it 
was served by women's organizations of the surrounding communities. 
Our new club was very faithful in this field of service. While 
members of the Civic League; we worked as individual clubs in the 
project. 
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The purp0se of the Canteen was to serve service men traveling 
on their furloughs on the regular passenger trains which stopped at 
Dennison. Troop trains we could not serve; they has their own kitchens 
and diners. Sometimes as many as three hundred boys would be served 
from one train, filing off and receiving the sandwiches, doughnuts, 
fruit, cigarettes, etc, and hot coffee, all of w ich they carried on 
tr.e train to eat. 

The people of our communities contributed freely and while 
the work was laborious, we felt it was very worthwhile. This Canteen 
became known from coast to coast; "the boys" looked forward to it. 
I think it must have seemed like a touch of home, served by women 
who were more than anxious to please. 

This Canteen functioned long after the war ended. In fact, 
as long as boys were being transported across the states. 

The citizens of towns and outlying districts gave very 
generously each time we ser1red. The following is a good average: 
200 paper bags, 100 cups, 4 rolls of wax paper, 1 quart mil~, 2 
quarts cream, 152 candy bars, 4 pounds coffee, 20 tangerines, 24 
doaen douiZhnuts, 38 dozen cookies, 12 dozen cup cakes, 2 bushels 
apples ana $17,50 cash. 

Being entirely unprepared for war, it was necessary to work 
fast and furiously. The first questionnaire, as I recall, was one 
in prepar~tion for any emergency and including all of our citizens 
able to work. Every type of occupation you can imaeine was nameal 
clerical work, mechanie~l, engineering of different types, nursing 
and many others. People reaponaad splendidly, in fact stood in 
line to await their turn, though I t ink it was the coldest weather 
of the winter. This was conducted in the American Legion rlall. 
Everyone was very weary by night, but I remember the American Legion 
served the commi tt~e a dinne1• that was much appreciateQ. 

Many more weary days were to follow very soon and in close 
succession. The rationing of sugar, meat, gasoline, oil, and later 
came extra . canning sugar which required an extra long p~ri0d of work 
for committees to whom this was a new experience, but with patienc~, 
everyone came through with glowing c~lors. 

It.seems to me that one of the hardest days came when we 
registered out boys eligible for service. I shall never forget the 
day when those we had known from childhood were being signed up to 
fight in a foreign country with an enemy that would have little 
mercy for American boys. 

After we thought we were thgough with checking and double 
checking, · ~ome men conceived t~e idea that all of the business planes 
should be vis~ ted to make s ure th~y had the proper ceiling prices 
posted, le~t an r:;lnspector might visit the t1011m.. Prices were constant-
ly changing and it was almost impossible to take care of the rapid 
changes. So, rather than have our business friends caught napping , 
we made a survey of' th~ town. 

The Civic League functioned for a short time ufter World 
War Il and only till this year did it cease to e.JCist when it was 
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abandoned and a fund of .237,50 was turned over to the proper authorities 
to help bring to Newcomerstown the Seiberling Company Plastic Plant, 
now nearing completion. 

The debris was scarcely cleared away from World War II, till 
we were plunged into a cold war with North Korea, a little half 
heathen country, a hundred and fifty years behind us in civilization. 
They were people whom we should have been helping instead of fighting. 
The atrocities our boys suffered at their hl::l.Ilds are too horrible to 
think about. 

An incident occurred at the close of this war, which perhaps 
is not paralleled in all history. ~hen there came a time for the 
exchange of prisoners, the North Korean prisoners refused to go 
home. They surely liked our American way of life. It seems to 
me no tribute greater than this could be conceived. 

During a period of war, people of inventive genius, natrually 
turn to implements of war. Thus, we have the atomic bomb, the big 
B-29 1 s, submarine bombs and many other devices to aid in warfare. 

In the field of medicine much has been accompli shed and still 
remains much to do. New drugs have come into use, such as penicillin 
and sulfa ana blood plasma fills a very important need today. In the 
next decade, we are hoping that in diseases, such as polio, cancer, 
leukemia and sclerosis, the cause and treatment will have been dis-
covered. No doubt great strides of progress will be made in heart 
maladies. 

From here on this paper will deal with facts and events entirely 
within our club. 

In the past ten years our presidents are . . 
1944- 1 45 - Mrs. Vogenitz & Mrs. Yingling co-presidents 
1945- 1 47 Mrs. W. D. Fletcher 
1947-'49 - Mrs. Ar. M. Dull 
1949-'51 - Mrs. D. F. DF..vis 
1951-'53 - Mrs. L. o. 0urtiss 
1 853-'54- Miss Harriette McCleary 

Our social functions have not been numerous, but very enjoyable, 
coming with our last meeting of the year. Most of these have been 
served at Stoffer' a restaurant for club members and friends. Following 
this, we went to the home of Mrs. Albert Zimmer to spend a very happy 
afternoon. 

Our meeting, December 18, 1952, we met with our president, Mrs. 
Curtiss, with a beautiful luncheon preceding the meeting. Mrs. Ana a 
Zirmner gave Dickens's "Christmas Carol" and Mrs. Bert Wood, a guest, 
gave a delightful talk on Christmas celebration in England, her native 
country. 
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An event we shall like to remember was a luncheon given in honor 
of Mrs. Lillie Vogenitz, our only living charter member, November 15, 
1951, at the hospitable home of Mrs. Zimmer. Mr. Lenzo of the Art 
Studio came and took a picture of the group and the club presented 
the honor guest with a bible. 

The y~ar 1952 closed with lundheon at Stoffer 1 s and as usual 
we found ourselves as guests of Mrs. Zimmer. Our guest speaker for 
the afternoon was Mrs. Oliver Kuhn, who gave an excellent talk on 
"Ohio." She was well informed on the subject and imparted to us many 
incidents that were not only informational but inspirational as well 
for Ohio's Sesquicentennial year. 

The past year, 1953- 1 54, closed with a dinner at Stoffer's for 
members and guest, this included men, husbands and friends, composing 
a much larger group than usual. Appointments throughout were unusually 
attractive. Our efficient president, Miss Harriette McCleary, intro-
duced our guest speaker, Mrs. Milton Thompson, of Cambridge, Ohio, 
who entertain d us with beautiful and interesting pictures ·of England 
and Ireland, taken on a recent European trip. 

New members of the club the ' past ten year.a are: Mrs. h. c. Spear, 
Mrs. Willis Stoffer·, Mrs. J. H. Bradbury, Mrs. Frank Powell, Mrs. J. 
L. Tatman, M~s. James Grimsley, Mrs. s. A. Neighbor, Mrs. Charles 
Lieser, Mrs. Floyd Eckert, Mrs. Grw~t Loader, Mrs. Fred Reed, Mis~ 
Harriette McCleary, Mrs. J. T. McCleary, Mrs. Vida Miller, Mrs. Charles 
Crater. 0f this number, three have left th~ city, one is deceased and 
one has been lost through illness. This group has done much to make the 
club stronger and better. To have been associated wit~ them has, indeed, 
been a great privilege. 

Those who have enjoyed the longest years of service are: Mrs. 
D. F. Davis, 33 years; Mrs. Minnie McCo\Van, 37 years; and Mrs. Albert 
Zimmer, 25 years. Mrs. McGowan, through illness the past two years, 
has been unable to attend our meetings and as a tribute to e. good 
faithful member, we are still hoping for her recovery. Mrs. T. A. 
Banks of 124 East Main Street, is our oldest living club member. Due 
to failing health, she has not been active in club work for a number 
of years, but we still recall many pleasant meetings with her in her 
interesting home. 

Our programs through the years have been varied, but ~.lways 
interesting. I shall mention only a few: 

reviews '. 

1944- 1 45 
1945-'46 
1948-'49 
1952- 1 53 
1953-'54 

Programs 

- A Study of the Old and New Testaments 
- World Problems of Lasting Peace 
- Rivers of America 
- Historic Trails 
- Study of Ohio, which was found unusually interesting 

.it being Ohio Sesquicentennial year. . 
have always been interspersed with interesting book 

Death has taken its toll from our club in the last ten years. 
Six of our loyal and faithful members have gone on that long journey 
and will not be coming back. The first to leave us w~s ~rs. John A. 
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McCleary, mother of our president, Harriette, on December 29, 1946. 
Mrs. Zella MaJ:,key Grimsley, June 13, 1949; Mrs. Clarence Ashelman, 
September 3, 1949; Elizabeth Rodgers, December 1951; Mrs. Cecil 
Yingling, charter member, February, 1952; Mrs. Lillie Vogenitz, charter 
member·, June 1952; and Miss Etta Hines of Canton, Ohio, who in other 
years long gone by, had been a useful member of the club, passed away 
within the past decade, mourned by many NewcoroerstoHn friends, who 
remembc:n•ed her as their fiI•st rade teacher. In their memory, bow 
our heads in a moment's prayer. 

The object~ of the ~lu~, in the beginning, was personal improve-
ment and civic improvement in its various phases. 

The aim has not been to build up a bank account. Mrs. ~ingling 
presented the club a gift of 50.00 on the 50th anniversary. She 
also beque&thed the club $100.UO through h~r will. Mrs. Vogenitz, at 
her death left the club 100.00. Thanks to these kind fx>iaads, in 
our treasury today we hade $ 236.16. 

We have come to the +ast chapter in the life of our club over 
a span of sixty years. We feel certain its influence ha.a been quite 
worthwhile in our community. We feel certain there will be loyal 
hearse and willing hands to carry on the work in the coming dec~de 
of 1954-1964. 

In view of the past ten years, our subjeat, "Astronomy" linked 
with llmericanism" is very trite, indeed. We will lift our eyes 
from this sordid old, war-worn world to the heavens that declare the 
glory of our Creator. We cannot help but be benefitted by a year 
with our thoughts centered on the wonders we shall see uy keeping our 
eyes and t~oughts upward. Our program committee for the coming year 
ure to be con sratulated. Thanks to Mrs. Cnarles Crater, Mrs. Grant 
Loader and Mrs. L. o. Curtiss. xn closing, nothing better can be 
said than the last quotation in their program. "Be glad of life be-
cause it gives ~ou the chance to love and to work and to play and to 
l>ok up at the stars." 

May the good Lord bless and keep us in the coming ye~rs as he ' 
has in the past. 

, 
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} . October 7, 1954 

There is no doubt that the most sbormy period of our sixty 
ye ars of club life has been the last decade. 

It was our ancestors who set the ball to rolling when they 
conceived El "government of the people, by the peQple and for the 
people . " A §overnment where all people are equal and where the 
"Golden Rule' prevails . 

It is hard to conceive that most of the last ten years we 
have been in actual war. Thus, it is not strange that our club 
work has been spent in active service in war problems, that were 
varied and numerous. 

For quite sometime prior to war days, our club had frequently 
talked about an organization composed of all the clubs of the city. 
A club that would mean strength and united effort to function·in 
city projects of any nature. 

Our idea was well received by other clubs and in due time 
one big clube was organized to be known as "The Civic League." 
Charter members were: The Woman's Club, Parm! Nous, Music Study 
Club, Mothers• Club and Beta Circle . The first president was 
Mrs. Clancy B. Vogenitz. 

Soqner than we had expected, th~re seemed to be plenty of 
work f or willing hands to do. That Sunday afternoon, December 7, 
1941, when Pearl Har bor was fired upon, will always s tand out 
vividly in minds, but our "Civic Le 8 gue" was ready in a moment's 
notice to function. To our surprise and deli ght, ours was the 
only woman's organization of its kind in Tuscarawas County and we 
received honorable wri te-ups in a number of papers through-outthe 
aounty and state. 

It was not long till we found many opportunities in which this 
new club could function. Knowing the craftiness and deception of 
the Jape, a casualty stati on ia s considered necessary. This was 
fitted up in the basement of the Lutheran church . A group or 
committee was appointed to take care of this project. I recall 
that Mrs. D. B. Moore was active in this. I also remember of 
giving Dr. Agricola a chec for twenty-five dollars, June iB, 1942, 
as a contributionf rom the Civic League. Last, but not least, by 
any means, was the commendation given by Tuscarawas County to Mrs. 
Davis and Mrs. Ashelman . They worked each Tuesday and Thursday for 
the duration of the war and per haps for months l a ter. The work 
consisted of folding bandages, r equiring care and precision. During 
the club year we saw little of these members, as Thursday afternoons 
meant hours of labor to them. As club members, ~e were proud of their 
achiuvement. Thia station was not disbanded till after peace was 
made, and to our lasting joy we never had a r eason to make use of it. 

"The Canteen," loca t ed at Dennison was very outstanding and it 
was served by women's organizations of the surrounding communiti es. 
Our new club wa s very faithful in this field of servi ce . While 
member s of t he Ci vi c League , we worked as individual clubs in the 
project. 
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The purpose of the Canteen was to serve service men traveling 
on th~lr furloughs on the regular passenger trains which stopped at 
Dennison . Troop trains we could not serve; they has their own kitchens 
and diners . Sometimes as many as three hundred boys would be served 
from one train. filing off and receiving the sandwiches. doughnuts. 
fruit, cigarettes, e tc. and hot coffee, all of which they carried on 
tr.a train to eat. 

The people of our communities contributed freely and while 
the work was laborious. we felt it was very worthwhile . This Canteen 
became known from coast to coast; "the boys" looked forward to it . 
I think it must have seemed like a touch of home, served by women 
who were more than anxious to please. 

This Canteen functioned long after the war ended . In fact, 
as long as boys were being transported across the states . 

The oitizens of towns and outlying districts gave very 
generously each time we served. The following is a good average: 
200 paper bags, 100 cups, 4 rolls of wax paper, l quart mil~, 2 
quarts cream, 152 candy bars, 4 pounds coffee, 20 tangerines, 24 
doaen doughnuts, 38 dozen cookies, 12 dozen cup oakes, 2 bushels 
apples ana $17.50 cash . 

Being entirely unwrepared for war, it was necessary to ork 
fast and furiously . The first questionnaire. as I recall, was one 
in prepar~tion for any emergency and 1nolud1ng all of our citizen~ 
able to ~ork . Every type of occupation you can imagine was named\ 
clerical work, mechanical, engineering of different types, nursing 
and many others . People responaad splendidly, in fact stood in 
line to await their turn, though I t ink it was the coldest weather 
of the winter . This was conducted in the American Legion Hall . 
Everyone was verry weary by night, but I remember the American Legion 
served the committee a dinne1• that was much appreciatea . 

Many more weary days were to follow very soon and in close 
succession . The rationing of sugar, meat. gasoline, oil . and later 
came extra canning sugar which required an extra long period of work 
for committees to whom this was a new experienoe, but with patieno$, 
everyone oame through with glowing c~lors. 

It_seems to me that one of the hardest days oame when we 
registered out boys eligible for service. I shall never forget the 
day when those we had known from childhood were being signed up to 
fight in a foreign country with an enemy that would have little 
mercy for American boys . 

After we thought we were thgough with checking and double 
checking, some men conceived the idea that all of the business planes 
shouldb e visited to make sure they had the pr per ceiling prices 
posted, lest an 1nspector might visit the wown. Prices were constant-
ly changing and it was almost impossible to take care of the rapid 
changes . So, rather t han have our business friends caught napping, 
we made a survey of t he town . 

The Civic League functioned for a short time after World 
War Il and only till t his year did it cease to exist when it was 
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abandoned and a fund of $237,50 was turned over to the proper authorities 
to help bring to Newcomerstown the Seiberling Company Plastic Plant, 
now nearing completion . 

The debris was scarcely cleared away from World War II, till 
we were plunged into a cold war with North Korea, a little half 
heathen country , a hundred and fifty years behind us in civilization. 
They were people whom we should have been helping instead of fighting. 
The atrocities our boys suffered at their hands are too horrible to 
think about. 

An incident occurred at the close of this war, which perhaps 
is not paralleled in all history . When there came a time for the 
exchange of prisoners, the North Korean prisoners refused to go 
home . They surely liked our American way of life. It seems to 
me no tribute greater than this could be conceived. 

During a period of war, people of inventive genius, natrually 
turn to i mplements of war. Thus, we have the atomic bomb , the big 
B- 29 1 s , submarine bombs and many other devices to aid in warfare . 

In the field of medicine much has been aooompli shed and still 
remains muoh to do. New drugs have come into use, such as penicillin 
and sulfa and blood plasma fills a very important need today. In the 
next decade, we are hoping that in diseases, such as polio, cancer, 
leukemia and sclerosis, the cause and treatment will have be n dis-
covered . No doubt great strides of progress will be made in heart 
maladies . 

From here on this paper will deal with facts and events entirely 
within our olub . 

In the past ten years our presidents are : 
1944-'45 - Mrs. Vogenitz & Mrs. Yingling -- co-presidents 
1945- 1 47 - rs. w. D. Fletcher 
1947- 1 49 - rs. A~ M. Dull 
1949- 1 51 - Mr s . D. F . DF-vis 
1951- 1 53 - Mrs. L. o. Curtiss 
1953- 1 54- Miss Harriette McCleary 

Our social functions have not been numerous, but very enjoyable, 
coming with our last meeting of the year. Most of these have been 
served at Stoffer' a restaurant for club members and friends. Following 
this, we went to the home of Mrs. Albert Zimmer to spend a very happy 
afternoon. 

Our meeting, December 18, 1952, we met with our president, Mrs. 
Curtiss, with a beautiful luncheon preceding the meeting. rs. Ana a 
Zimmer gave Dickens's "Christmas Carol" and Mrs. Bert Wood, a guest, 
gave a delightful talk on Christmas celebration in England , her native 
country . 
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An event we shall like to remember was a luncheon given in honor 
of Mrs. Lillie Vogenitz, our only living charter member, November 15, 
1951, at the hospitable home of Mrs. Zimmer. Mr. Lenzo of the Art 
Studio came and took a picture of the group and the club presented 
the honor guest with a bible. 

The year 1952 closed with lundheon at Stoffer's and as usual 
we found oursalves as guests of Mrs. Zimmer. Our guest speaker for 
the afternoon was Mrs. Oliver Kuhn, who gave an exce1lent talk on 
"Ohio." She was well informed on the subject and imparted to us many 
incidents that were not only informational but inspirational as well 
for Ohio's Sesquicentennial year. 

The past year, 1953- 1 54, closed with a dinner at Stoffer's for 
members and guest, this included men, husbands and friends, composing 
a much larger group than usual. Appointments throughout were unusually 
attractive. Our efficient president, Miss Harriette McCleary, intro-
duced our guest speaker, Mrs. Milton Thompson, of Cambridge, Ohio, 
who entertained us 1th beautiful and interesting pictures of England 
and Ireland, taken on 1 reoent European trip. 

New members of the club the past ten years are: Mrs. h. c. Spear, 
Mrs. Willis Stoffer, Mrs. J. H. Bradbury, Mrs. Frank Powell, rs. J. 
L. Tatman, Mrs. James Grimsley, Mrs. s. A. Neighbor, Mrs. Charles 
Lieser, Mrs. Floyd Eckert, Mrs. Grant Loader, Mrs. Fred Reed, Miss 
Harriette McCleary, rs. J. T. McCleary, Mrs. Vida Miller, Mrs. Charles 
Crater. Of this number, three have left the city, one is deceased and 
one has been lost through illness. This group has done much to make the 
club stronger and better. To have been associated with them has, indeed, 
been a great privilege . 

Those who have enjoyed the longest years of service are: Mrs. 
D. F. Davis, 33 years; Mrs. Minnie McGowan, 37 years; and Mrs. Albert 
Zimmer, 25 years. Mrs. Mccowan, through illness the past two years, 
has been unable to attend our meetings and as a tribute to a good 
faithful member, we are still hoping for her recovery. Mrs. T. A. 
3anks of 124 East Main Street, is our oldest living club member. Due 
to failing health, she has not been active in club work for a number 
of years, but we still recall many pleasant meetings with her in her 
interesting home. 

Our programs through the years have been varied, but always 
interesting. I shall mention only a few: 

reviews. 

1944- 1 45. 
1945-'46 
1948-'49 
1952-'53 
1953-'54 

Programs 

- A Study of the Old and New Testaments 
- World Problems of Lasting Peace · 
- Rivers of America 
- Historic Trails 
- Study of Ohio, which was found unusually interesting 

it being Ohio Sesquicentennial year . 
have always been interspersed with interesting book 

Death .has taken its toll from our club in the last ten years . 
Six of our l oyal and faithful members have gone on that long journey 
and will not be coming back . The first to leave us was ~a. John A. 



-5-

McCleary, mother of our president, Harriette, on December 29, 1946. 
Mrs . Zella Mat:.key Grimsley, June 13, 1949; Mrs. Clarence Ashelman, 
Sept ember 3, 1949; Elizabeth Rodgers, December 1951; rs. Cecil 
Yingling , charter member , February, 1952; Mrs. Lillie Vogenitz, charter 
member, June 1 952; and Miss Etta Hines of Canton, Ohio, who in other 
y ars long gone by, had been a useful member of the olub, passed away 
within the past decade, mourned by many NewoomerstoKn friends, who 
r emembered her as their first grade teache1•. In their memory, bow 
our heads in a moment's prayer . 

The objects of the ~lu~ ; in the beginning, was personal improve-
ment and civic improvement in its various phases. 

The ai m has not been to build up a bank account . Mrs. ¥1ngling 
presented the club a gift of 50 . 00 on the 50th anniversary . She 
also bequeathed the club 100 . uO through h&r will . Mrs. Vogenitz, at 
h~r death l eft the club 100 . 00 . Thanks to these kind f~iaads, in 
our treasury today we haue 236 . 16 . 

We have oome to the last chapter in the life of our club over 
a span of sixty years. We feel certain its influence has been quite 
worthwhile in our community . We feel certain there will be loyal 
hearis and willing hands to carry on the work in the coming decade 
of 1954-1964. 

In vi ew of the past ten years, our subject, "Astronomy" linked 
with Jlmericanism" is very trite, indeed. We ill lift our eyes 
from t his sordid old , war-worn world to the heavens th~t declare the 
glory of our Creator. We cannot help but be benefitted by a year 
with our thoughts centered on the wonders e shall see uy keeping our 
eyes and t houghts upward. Our program committee for t he coming year 
ar e to be con ,r a tul ated . Thanks to Mrs. Charles Crater, Mrs. Grant 
Loade r and r s . L. o. Curtiss. In closing, nothing be tter can be 
said than the l a st quota tion in their program. "Be glaa of life be-
cause it gives ~ou t he chance to love and to work and to play and to 
look up a t the stars." · 

May the good Lord bless -and keep us in the coming years a s he ' 
has in t he past . 

• 



N!!WCOMe:RS'fOWN .PUBLIC UBRARlt. 
NEWCOMEijSTOW . , OHIO. 

OXFORD TOWNSHIP 

Oxford Township first comprised the territory now in Oxford, Perry, 

and Washington, ans the south parts 9f Salem, Clay, and Rush. It now 

constitutes the southwest corner township in Range,3, Township 5. 
An election at its formation was ordered at the house of John Beamers. 

Among the early pioneers of the township were the Pierces, Funstons, 

Rileys, Carrs, and Nicholas Neighbor; the latter came from New Jersey 

in 1814, and bought nineteen hundred acres of land. Returning home in 

fall, the next spring he led out a company of .sixty emigrants to his 

claim. Among these colonists were the families of William, David, 

Leonard, and Nicholas Neighbor, and that of John Welsh. The Neighbors 

had clearings along a road south of the Pan-Handle Railway, and from 

their number and association the settlement was named Neighbortown until 

1827, when Neighbor laid out and named it New Comerstown. The The 

second quarter, Township 5, Range 3, entered in 1800 by John Beaver, was 

sold by him in part as follows: to Godfrey Haga nineteen hundred acres, 

to Presley Neville nine hundred and forty-six, and to Zacheus Biggs 

three hundred acres. In Oxford Township, north of the Tuscarawas, was 

the first capital of the Delawares. In March, 1771, Zeisberger made 

his first visit here, and was the guest of the chief, Netawatwes, who had 

a cabin with shingle roof, board floors, staircase, and stone chimney. 

On the 14th, the first Protestant sermon uttered in Ohio was preached 

before a throng of Indians and a dozen whites. 

The Delawares abandoned their capital, and another tribe taking 

possession called it New Comerstown. Judge Neighbor was the first 

Postmaster appointed, in 1815, and took the name for his new town. 

George Bible was an early settler and a notable hunter. He made 

the acquaintance of Neighbor by placing a deer against the judge's door, 

and frightening and pleasing the family by first seeing and afterwards 



feasting upon its venison. 

The first tavern kept on the old road had Andrew Crater for host. 

Dr. Upson was the earliest physician, and Aaron Schenck started the first 

tannery. The first Justices of the Peace were James Douglass, appointed 

August 11, 1808; John Carr, June 5, 1810; George Bible, same date; 

Robert F. Coples and Joseph Wampler, in 1812; and Paul Sheridan, in 1813. 

John Junkins kept a public house at his home in 1808, and David Douglass 

ran a ferry across the river as early as 1809, and perhaps earlier, since 

this is the date on record when license was required. 

The first preacher was Parker Williams, a circuit rider, who held 

meetings at different houses according to appointment. His companion 

everywhere was an enormous dog. Williams was present at the execution 

of the wretched murderer Funston. Rev. James T. Donohue preached in 

this locality as a point on his circuit. Schenck was the class-leader; 

the class numbered about a dozen members. 

In 1823, Schenck started shoemaking; tanning in 1827. School was 

kept at settlers' houses till as late as 1830. The fir~dwelling-

house built in New Comerstown was by Judge Neighbor. He also erected 

the first store building,-a brick on the southeast corner of Main Street, 

west of the Marietta Railroad. The first store-keepers were the firm 

of Overholt & Neighbor. In 1836, Nugen, Minnich, and Everett were 

merchants. At this date Jesse Burr and the Mulvanes started a store. 

Jacob J. Miller erected the first hotel in the town. Judge Patrick 

tells the humorous story of Judge Canfield's desire, when riding tired 

and hungry towards the village tavern, for some "persley root!" The 

two had finished their judicial labors, and Canfield was ill at rest 

in the backwoods, at the prospect of poor lodgings. Judge Patrick not 

only got him the desired lodgings, but being well acquainted with the 

hostess, secured for him the coveted"persely root." 



In 1836, Levi Sargent started a saddler-shop in New Comerstown. 

Robert Nugen settling near by was recognized as a leading citizen. He 

bought eight hundred acres of land at eight dollars per acre, and served 

as Superintendent of the Ohio Canal from its inception till his decease, 

in 1873. Nicholas Neighbor served as Associate Judge o~ Tuscarawas 

County fourteen years. The canal being completed, the first boat, 

the "Union," came down from Dover. Wheat and corn were the leading· 

articles of export. The population of New Comerstown in 1870 was 

seven hundred and ninety-one. Its recent growth has been and is rapid. 

Schools are prosperous. Churches indicate a good religious sentiment. 

Paul Roberts was the builder of a grist-~ill in past time. Pilling 

& Benton started a woolen-factory in 1838. The town sustains the 

newspaper, "Argus", edited by Mr. Buchanan. Railroad, canal, and 

river cross the northwestern part of the township. To the northeast, 

two and a half miles above the town, the Tuscarawas receives from 

Washington Township the waters of Dunlap's Creek. The stream has its 

name from an early settler upon its banks. Settlements are numerous 

along the river's course, but rather sparse and remote. Along the 

roads houses are numerous, and the zigzag course of the routes of 

travel indicates the uneven surface of the country. The valley of 

the Tuscarawas is rich in nutrient material. Year by year the spring 

freshets bring down layers of sediment, and slowly raise the surface. 

Here on Stark's patent lie the remains of Funston; here is one of the 

old Indian cornfields; and here reside families whose hospitalities 

recall the legends of the "latch-string" out for all who come that way. 

From-
1875 Tuscarawas Co. Atlas 



MY COHHUNITY AND now IT CAHC TO BE 
LOIS ZIMMER 

1937 

Although archeologists have definitely established that Mound 
Builders once lived in this location, this fact seems of little lalue to 
latter day residents, except to prove even more conclusively that as a 
place for desireable homesites, the Tuscarawas valley has been inviting 
since man ' s first arrival. Our memory of American colonial history will 
verify that all this region was at one time claimed by both the French 
and the English. Many historians believe that LaSalle may have been the 
very first white man to discover the Tuscarawas and Muskingum rivers, 
but any definite proff of his ever having been in this locality is 
~issing. At an) rate, many French traders and voyaguers were found 
living among the Ohio Indians, by English explorers who arrived at a 
later date. 

The English, of course, claimed all of the Ohio valley and the 
tributaries through their charters, most of which granted them land ex-
tending for a stated number of miles along the Atlantic coast, and 
reaching inland to the -"Western Ocean". 

The earliest record of a visit to this vicinity was made in 1750 
by Christopher Gist. He was an explorer and surveyor, employed by a 
company of Virginians, among them George Washington. This Ohio Land 
Company was anxious to ascertain the nature of the country beyond the 
Allegheny Mountains, that they might buy land from the colonies to 
found new settlements. Gist traveled westward from the vicinity of 
Fort Duquesne,coming to the Tuscarawas River at the site of the present 
town of Boliver. It should be mentioned just here, that this trail 
became most frequented by later explorers and pioneers, Gist records 
in his journal that an Indian town called Tuscarawas, and meaning 
"Old Town" was located at thepoint where he first reached the river. 
He followed down the river to the junction of the Tuscarawas and 
Whitewoman, which we know today as the Walhounding. He reached there 
on Dec. 14, 1750. Ou Dec. 26, thisentry is made in his journal. 
" This day a woman that had long been a prisoner and had deserted, being 
retaken and brought into town on Christmas eve was put to death in the 
following manner; They carried her without the town and let her loose; 
and when she attempted to run away, the persons appoint i for that 
purpose pursued her and struck her on the ear on the rig~t side of 
the head, which bent her flat on her face to the ground. They then 
struck her several times through the back with a dart to the heart; 
scalped her, and threw the scalp in the air, and another cut off 
herhead. Thus the dismal spectacle lay until evening, and then Barney 
Curran, (a white trader) desired leave to bury her, which he and his 1 

men and some of the Indians did just at dark. This evidently took place 
at the present site of Coshocton. 

Again in his journal, under the date of Tuesday, January 15,1751: 
"We left Muskingum and went west five miles to the llhite Woman Creel\", 
on which is a small town. This white woman was talrnn away from New England 
when she was not above ten years old by the French Indians. She is now 
upward of fifty; has au Indian Husband and several children. Her name is 
Mary llarris. She still remembers that they used to be very religious in 
New England; and wonders how the white man can be so wicked as she has 
seen them in these woods. 11 

(Newcomerstown was incorporated in 1827 

1 



Any of you who have driven from Coshocton to Mt. Vernon, will recall 
having seen a boulder at the side of the pavement not far from 
Walhounding, marking the site of White Woman's Town. These two entries 
in Gist's Journal furnish the most authentic basis for the legend 
regarding the name of Newcomerstown. Probably all of you are familiar 
with the story, but I'll repeat it, for the sake of continuity of my own 
story, and because it is undoubtedly the earlies account of the 
"eternal triangle" in this locality. 

Eagle Feather, the chief whose wife was Mary Harris, became tired 
of her. One account says that in spite of the fact that he brought her 
home the finest meats for food, and the finest skins for clothing, she 
didn't have any papooses for him. But evidently this was just some 
old squaw's gossip, for Gist's journal states that she and her Indian 
husband had vereral children. At any rate, on one of their raiding trips 
into the Virginia frontier, Eagle Feather found himself a younger and 
more beautiful squaw. He captured her, bringing her home to live in the 
same wigwam with Mary Harris. Matters weint from bad to worse, with 
Mary becoming more and more jealous of the Newcomer. Finally one 
morning, Mary awakened the Indian village with cries that her husband had 
been murdered. And sure enough, there Eagle Feather lay, his head neatly 
parted by a tomahawk. The Newcomer had fled. Of course this made it 
appear that she was the murderess, and the Indians set out in pursuit. 
They recaptured her at a small Indian town on the banks of the 
Tuscarawas, some distance abaove Coshocton, and from that time on, the 
sige of her recapture by the Indians became known as The New·comer' s Town. 
Was it she whose execution was witnessed by Christopher Gist at Coshocton 
the day after Christmas in 1750? The legend relates that the Newcomer 
accused Mary Harris of murdering her own husband in a fit of jealousy, 
but Mary was clever enough to convince the Indians of her innocence. 
Of course you will all note a discrepancy here, for Gist does not connect 
the two women in his journal, and apparently Eagle Feather was still 
amoung the living when Gist visited Hary Harris. 

Regardless of whether or not we accipt this legen~ as the origin of 
our tmm' s name, I'd 1 ilrn to make the pl ea that we endeavor to form 
the habit of saying and writing New'comerstown. Not only does it serve to 
preserve the origin, but is far more distinctive than Newcom'erstown. 

The decade from 1750 to 1760 was one of strife between the French 
and English, with the Ohio country constantly overrun by warring tribes. 
However, from captives held by the Indians during this time, it has been 
learned that there was a Newcomer's town. About 1760, the French were 
driven out of this section, the English had captured Ft. Duquesne and 
re-named it Ft. Pitt., and all the territory lying west of the 
Alleghenies, and north of the Ohio, had been ceeded to the English by 
the French. Messages sent to Indian chiefs by the commandant at Ft. Pitt 
were frequently addressed to Newcomerstown, according to copies 
preserved in a Journal kept by the missionary Heckewelder. 

In 1761 and 62, two Moravian missionaries, John Heckewelder and 
Christian Frederick Post, came to the Tuscarmtas valley, and buiot a 
small cabin at Bolivar, where they hoped to establish a mission among 
the Indians. However the tribes were so hostile that they were forced 
to abandon the attempt within the year. 
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In 1764, an expedition was sent out by the colonists froo Phila-
delphia for the purpose of punishing the Indians who had continued to 
make depredations all along the frontier, destroying much property, and 
killing and capturing hundreds of white. The expedition was under the 
leadership of Col. llenry Boquet. He came west by way of Ft. Pitt, 
following the usual trail to the Tuscarawas River at Bolivar. But due 
to the fact that he had been warned of very hostile Indian towns situated 
along the banks of the river, he set out across country to his destination-
Coshocton, traveling from Bolivar to Winfield, Sugarcreek, Chili and 
Coshocton, His expedition was large, and moved with military precision, 
so that the Indians readily acquiesced to his demands that all white 
prisoners be released to him on a certain date, or punishment of the 
tribes would follow·. He had already held council with the heads of 
the various Indian nations, at Bolivar, and had chosen the forks of 
the Muskingum as the most advantageous for handing over all prisoners. 
His army arrived there Oct. 25, 1764. The following is quoted from 
records fo Col. Boquet: 

"This place (forlrn of the Muskingum) ·was fixed upon instead of 
Wakatomica as the most central and convenient place to receive the 
prisoners, for the principal Indian towns lay around them from seven 
to twenty miles distant, except the lower Shawnee town situated on 
the Scioto River about eighty miles, so that from this place the army 
had it in their power to awe all the enemies' settlements, and destroy 
their towns, if they should not punctually fulfill the engagements they 
had entered into." 

I wish each of you might read from Co. Boquet's journal of the 
arrival daily of different bands of Indians to this camp, each with 
a , umber of white prisoners. By the ninth of November, most of the 
prisonershad arrived that could be expected at that season, amounting 
to two hundred and six, besides about one hundred more remaining in 
possession of the Shawanese, which they promised to deliver the 
following spring, so the army returned to the east. Some of the 
prisoners had lived among the Indians for so many years that they 
grieved at parting, and in a few instances refused to leave the 
Indian husbands or wives and return to civilization. But these 
instances were far outnumbered by the joyous reunions which took place. 
In many cases, families had been separated for so many years that 
identification of loved ones was very difficult. I will quote just 
one of these stories, which seemed to me the most beautiful. 

"Harvey, in his History of Pennsylvania, says a great number of the 
restored prisoners were sent to Carisle, Pa., and Colonel Boquet 
advertised for those who had lost children to come and reclaim them. 
One old woman who had lost a child, and failing to recognize it among 
the returned captives, was lamenting her loss, and wringing her hands, 
told Col. Boqu~t how she had years previous sung a little hymn to he 
daughter, who was so fond of it. The colonel told her to sing it to 
them, which she did as follows: 

Alone, yet not alone am I, 
Though in this solitude so drear; 
I feel my Savior always nigh, 
He comes my every hour to cheer. 

She had no sooner concluded, than her long-lost daughter, who had 
failed to k~ow her mother by sight but remembered the hymn, rushed 
into fj.er ipothers arms." 
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David Zeisberger, in 1771, was the next white visitor. Sometime 
around 1760 Chief Netawatwas had moved his band of Delawares from western 
Pennsylvania to the site of Newcomerstown, and had invited Zeisberger to 
follow, since Netawatwes already knew of the Moravian's good work among 
the Indians. When Netawatwes made this his capital, he adopted the name 
of King Newcomer, and it was to this place that Zeisberger first came. 
Ilere he found the Indian village, nearly a mile square containing about 
one hundred log houses, many of them with evidences of civilization, suchr 
as shingle roofs, board floors, and one even had a staircase. It was here 
that the first Protestant sermon to be preached west of the Alleghenies was 
(lelivered to the Delaware Indians. At the time my great-grandfather 
bought the farm on which we now live, a large walnut tree was standing in 
the field about half-way between the present site of the railroad and the 
river. According to the story current at that time, Netawatwes' cabin 
stood mmr that tree, and it was there that Zeisberger had preached. This 
location has been confirmed by records of the Morivan Church in 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Within a few years, the delawares granted the Moravians use of part 
of their land for a mission, selecting as a site the Beautiful _Spring; 
but since the story of Schoenbrunn and Gnadenhutten is already so 
familiar to all, I am going to omit it here. 

For a time during the Revolution, the Tuscarawas became known as 
the "Bloody Valley", and it was during this time that the Moravian 
villages were ahandoned and destroyed. Shortly after the Revolution, however, 
the settlers began entering the rountry west of the Alleghenies, and 
the first organized effort at settlernent was undertaken at Marietta by 
a company of officers of the Revolutionary Army. They rec~ived a large 
grant of land from Congress, which was in turn divided up among the 
officers. They paid for the land with warrants which had been given 
them at the close of the war because the infant republic had no cash 
with which to pay its soldiers .. Following the Revolution, the colonies 
had ceded to the new government all their claims to western lands. 
This section, as far as the Mississippi River, and north of the Ohio 
to the Great Lalrns became l\:uown as the ~orthwest Territory, and in 1787 
a set of laws, known as the Northwest Ordinance was drawn up to govern it. 
Two outstanding features of this ordinance were that slavery was to be 
forever prohibited from the Territory, and that certain portions of each 
section were to be definitely set aside for school use~ It also 
specified that not less than three nor more than five states were to 
be made from this Territory when certain requirements as to population 
and territorial government had been fulfilled. 

All of this locality was originally a part of Wahington Cpunty, 
with the county seat at Harietta, and came under the Revolutionary land 
grants. Most of Oxford Township was granted to ~ohn B;v~e.r ,.,.~iho was 
a native of Verginia, and to Gen. John Stark· of 13H~il'gfl'es~tJ~(~N':H .. 
Hany a.f you may recall having heard the farms east of us-Tuugherty' s, 
Morrises, Barnett's, Schlupp's, Woodwards, etc., referred to as 
"Stark Patent". John Bever owned the land west of this. Any resident 
of Newcomerstown, finding it necessary to have and abstract prepared 
today, would discover this ou the front page: 

John Adams, President U.S.A. 
to 

John Bever 
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By 1798, ten years after the first settlers had reached Marietta, 
the population had increased so rapidly, that steps were taken to furm a 
territorial government, and by 1803, the territory was ready to become the 
17fu state in the Union. But as the farther part of Washington County 
began to be settled, the necessity for some closer governing body became 
apparent, Coshocton, Tuscarawas and Stark counties, split off from 
Washington. In 1808, the division was made still smaller, when Stark County 
and Tuscarawas County were separately organized. 

It seems hard to beleive that only 138 years ago, this particular section 
of land was still uninhabited. I would like to point out first that 
the childish conception which probably all of tis have had at some time, 
regarding the early pioneers was wrong. The days of Indian fighting in the 
Tuscarawas valley were past before the white settlers came. Privations, 
swamps, malaria, mosquitos and wild animals were their enemies, but never 
Indians. The first settler kndwn to be here was John Mulvane, who had an 
account at a store run by David Peter at Gnadenhutten. Several sq~atters 
families lived in cabins dotted about the valley and surrounding hills. 
The pioneers feared malaria and as a usual thing built their cabins on 
the hills, which were heavily wooded. David Johnson, a Mr. Sills, Daniel 
Harris, and Joseph and William :Mulvane were among the very earliest 
pioneers. George Bible, Barney Riley and John Pierce, were hunters and 
since they had not obtained a legal right to the land on which they were 
living when the owners came, were known as squatters. One .squatter, whose 
name may sound familiar, was Nicholas Funston, who was living on the Stark 
Patent prior to 1816. 

In 1814, Nicholas Neighbor came from Norris County, N.J. and having been 
pleasantly impressed with the location, purchased 1900 acres of the 
original Bever patent for himself and others. The following year a colony of 
bout sixty emigrants came from New Jersey. They came in wagons, probably 
drawn by oxen, consuming about four weeks in their journey. No sJJ.clter 
was available except the abandoned Indian cabins of the former 
Newcomerstown, so they lived in these until their own cabins could be built. 
In 1816 and 17, other settlers from New Jersey followed, among them being 
Crater, Miller, Tufford, Gardner, Stouffer and Booth families. 

According to one hi~tory of the township, the first school was taught 
by Jacob Miller at his cabin, situated north of the river and near the 
county line. Not long afterward, Seth Hart, a stranger in the land, gave, 
a term or two of school at the Stouffer cabin, a short distance above where 
the Nugen bridge is now located. The cabin contained two rooms, and the 
one occupied during the day as the school room, was used at night as a 
bed room by the family of Mr. Stouffer. Of course families had to pay 
individually for any schooling their children received. 

The village of Newcomerstown was formally laid out in 1827, when the 
canal was built. The original plat contained 34 lots in three tiers, two 
north and one south of the canal. Bridge Street formed the eastern 
boundary, and Cross Street ran parallel to it. Basin(later changed to Main) 
Street and Canal Streets ran east and west, and divided the three tiers of 
lots in the other direction. These names all show that they are directly 
traceable to the Canal which was being built at that time. Names of many 
other streets however, keep the names of the early residents beiore us to 
this day. These are Neighbor, Mulvane, Goodrich, West, Nugen, and Pilling 
Streets. 
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At the time the village was founded, it contained but one building, 
located immediately south of the present depot; it had been built many years 
before, and was occupied by Nicholas Neighbor. He also erected the first 
store building, where Britten's store is now located. The first merchants 
were Nicholas Neighbor and Jacob Overholt, commencing about 1828. In 1830 
the village contained four buildings. Ten years later, the town had a 
population of 270, showing the influence of the canal up its growth. 

Picture if you can, this village of Newcomerstown just one hundred 
years ago. There were around two hundred people who lived in log cabins. 
Probably they had glass in the small windows, and maybe they had rough 
board floors. Meals were cooked in the fireplace, or in the large kettles 
which they had brought over the mountains in their wagons, and had hung 
out-of-doors. There were no worries over what to cook, for provisions 
were scarce, consisting of wild game, and the vegetables grown in their 
gardens. Each spring they boiled down maple sap to make their sugar supply 
for the coming year. The regular visits of the canal boats brought 
high-priced coffee and tea, molasses and tobacco to the store. Of course 
they had very little ready cash, but could take their dried peaches and 
apples, or an extra hank of their own home-spun yarn to the store and trade 
for a few of these luxuries. When they killed a beef or deer, the meat was 
salted or dried, and the hide taken down to Aaron Schenk's tanyard, which 
had been built about 1827 on the corner of River and Canal Streets. After 
the hidP was properly cured, they'd take the leather to the shoemaker. He'd 
measure their feet, allowing plenty of room, for those shoes had to last an 
entire year. Regular applications of grease kept the shoes pliable enough 
that they could manage to get into them on cold winter mornings, though 
they were pretty stiff at first. The mothers had to keep spinning wool 
and knitting stockings about all the time, for children and grown-ups 
had to be supplied. Of course, after Pillings woolen mill was built 
about 1840, they could take the wool there to be carded and spun and dyed, 
and could even have it woven into cloth. 

At about this time, too, a pottery was established on Basin Street,(Main) 
near where the railroad now runs. Of course it was a pretty rough kind of 

.pottery, but very satisfactory, considering that there were few dishes 
except those brought from homes in the east, or .. very expensive ones brought 
in by the canal boats. Potter Fox made mostly jugs, jars, crocks and other 
pieces of the sort, but many uses were found for them: they were fine for 
~anning. · 

A sawmill was built by Edmund Smith about 1833, directly north of the 
canal on Buckhorn Creek, run as usual by water power. The pioneers could 
then take logs and have lumber made. A flour mill was built about 1836 
at the west end of Basin Street. Before they had-had to grind their own 
corn and wheat, or drive long distances to other mills already built. 

All of you have heard the story of the murder of the Post Boy in 1825, 
but perhaps few kno~ that Oxford Township furnished the first man to be 
executed by hanging in Tuscarawas County. A man named Johnson, who was 
arrested soon after the post boy had been killed, testified that although 
he was not guilty of the murder, he had heard the shot and had come out of 
the woods just in time to catch a fleeting glimpse of the assailant. 
He insisted that if he ever saw the man, he would be able to identify him. 
The county sheriff was inclined to beleive Johnson's story, since foot-
prints found near the post boy's body did not fit Johnson's shoes. 
Accordingly, all the able-bodied men from the southern end of Tuscarawas 
County were called to appear at New Philadelphia on a certain day. 
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About 300 appeared and lined up along Broadway. Johnson was brought out 
~nd passed along the ranks. After scanning many of the men he p6inted to 
John Funston, saying ''There is the man". Funston at first denied the crime, 
but after trial and conviction, he confessed. He was hanged at New Phila-
deophia, Dec. 30, 1825. His sister, who lived on the Stark Patent, near 
where the Shalosky farm is now located, claimed his body, which was buried 
somewhere in the woods on the farm. 

In the early days of the settlement, the closest market for farm 
products was Pittsburg; and the only way to take anything there was to 
drive. It was not usual for the pioneers to see some drover coming east 
along the road, driving perhaps a large flock of turkeys, a herd of cattle 
or hogs. Then when the drover disposed of his live stock perhaps in 
Pittsburg, but sometimes in Philadelphia, he had to return by foot or 
horseback, carrying with him the profits of his trip. As a result, bandits 
frequently lay in wait on some lonely spot, hoping to rob the returning 
drover. Many taverns were the scenes of fights, and legends of murders 
are frequent about some of them. 

Even amusements had to travel by wagon back in the early days. The 
circus came to town, and the animals walked all the way. My grandmother 
loved to tell us about the time she and her brother held up the circus to 
see the elephants. Great Grandfather Pilling's cabin stood in the yard 
just east of where our house stands now. At that time he had a saw-mill down 
by the river and the land north of the present culvert was covered by the 
mill pond. A small plank bridge carried the wagon road across the mill race. 
The children had seen el~phants with circuses before, and knew that rather 
than risk their great weight on the small plank bridge, the elephants 
would wade the mill pond. Of course once they got in the water they 
thoroughly enjoyed it, and the drivers had a time getting them out. This 
time Grandfather Pilling thought he'd help the children have even more fun, 
so told them to carry a basket of potatoes out and spread them in the road. 
When the elephants came along they stopped to eat the potatoes, and 
wouldn't budge until every last one had been found, in spite of all the 
angry drivers could do. So if any of your grandparents were worried that 
day.about the circus arriving late at Newcomerstown, it was all my great-
grandfathe~h fault! · 

About where the pump station now stands, a grove of wild plum trees 
grew, and here the circuses would stop and prepare for the grand entry, 
at the same time removing some of the dust they had accumulated since 
leaving the last stand. 

The first church organization in the town was Luthern. The first church 
was a bridk building located on the site of Salathial ~eighbor's 
residence today. As I understand it, the church was remodeled to make this 
house, 1vhich bacl\: in our grandpaTents day was occupied by John Rodney and 
his wife Ellen. 

Have you ever noticed in the old cemetaries the rows and rows of 
children's graves? Few par~nts could boast of having reared all their 
children to maturity, and countless mothers died in childbirth. Thats why 
so many of our grandfathers and great-grandfathers had two and of ten three 
or four wives. Many children died of cholera; and pneumonia, commonly 
called "singing chills",took a terrible toll of people of all ages. Even 
though there were doctors back in the early days, their cures were simple 
and their supply of drugs scarce. Consequently many a pioneer family 
depended soley upon the mother's knowledge of home remedies, resorting to 
herbs, poultices, and even at times to charms and incantations; preferring 
these to the doctor's hastily mixed and evil tasting powders. 
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And now I'd like you to come with me and stand on the high bridge 
over the canal at Dridge Street, the year about 1860. You can hear the 
driver swearing at the mules long before the boat rounds the bend below 
town. The mules, two of them, are hitched tandem to the tow rope , and 
walk along the tow path on the south side of the canal, probably fifty or sixt3 
feet ahead of the boat which since it is evidently heavily laden, rides 
low in the water. The driver, brandishing his whip, walks ·close behind 
the mules, seeing to it that they don't loiter. Now the boat approaches. 
It~s probably fifteen feet wide and maybe four times that long, and has a 
compact, snug appearance. It's a fine day, and the passengers are sitting 
up on the top, on the benches. The steersman is lopping lazily against 
the tiller at the stern of the boat, depending on the pressure of his 
shoulders to steer the boat along a proper course while he scans the banks 
for a sight of some of his cronies, exchanging bantering pleasantries, or the 
latest gossip from down the canal. 

Now the boat comes to rest against the bank, and unloading of passengers 
and cargo take place. Some of the passengers remain in their places 
though, since they are traveling farther up the canal; they spend hhe time 
laughing at the antics of Crazy Dave. He's a poor fellow, rather unbalanced 
mentally, but entirely harmless, who roams around town. As a canal boat 
pullsin he likes to shout to bhe passengers in a funny, singsong manner, 
"Crazy Dave will so cut the pigeon wing for a copper-cent-a-button." One 
of the passengerslaughingly tosses down a coin and watches while Dave 
executes a queer little jig. 

All manner of goods were shipped by way of the canal-wool, wheat, corn, 
whisky, feathers, dried apples and peaches, sorghum molasses and hides, 
and in exchange the boats brought back calico, coffee, tea, half-refined 
sugar, nails, and dishes. Mail was not carried as a usual thing, since 
other means of transportation were speedier. But as a carrier of news and 
gossip, the boat was unexcelled, for it moved slowly enough that 
conversation could be had at any point along it's route. 

The canal was too narrow in most places for boats to pass, except at 
locks and basins. Frequent fights occured there between boat crews to 
settle the question as to who should pass through the lock first; conse-
quently the man with ready fists found it easier to get the job. Each 
lock had a tinder, and almost every lock had some weird story connected with 
it concerning this or that strange happening. A black dog was reported to be 
seen frequently roving about one of the locks near Port W?shington on dark 
nights, and at Tucker's lock a headless man had appeared. 

Thinlr what excitement must have rushed over the people in Newcomerstown 
when the following announcement appeared in the Stubenville Messenger of 
'.«fay 31, 1851. "The route of the Stubenvillc & Indiana Railroad, after 
careful surveys, has been determined upon. Its location was decided at 
the last meeting of the Board of Directors. It leaves Steuhenville 
through the Cross Creek Valley, thence by way of Urichsville to Coshocton." 
rhe road from Steubenville to Newark was opened for traffic in April 1855. 
But as it had no connections farther east or west, it did not prosper, and 
before 1860 passed into receivership. It finally was merged with the 
Pennsylvania railroad company in 1867, by which time direct connections had 
been established both to the east and to the west. 
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Few stories seem to have been handed down, concerning the building of 
the railroad, but various incidents during the Civil War times make mention 
of it. President Lincoln passed through here on his way to Washington in 
1861 making appearances on the rear platform just as presidents do today. 
Mrs. Mary E. Dent, whom I'm sure some of you remember, liked to tall about 
Lincoln's train stopping at Port Washington. She was a little girl of six 
or seven then, and when her mother lifted her, the president stroked the 
child's head. 

Into 1860, Newcomerstown had a population of 577. How deeply each of 
those 577 must have felt the loss of many young men from here who joined 
the Union Army. At first no comp~ny was mustered right at Newcomerstown, 
but several were raised in surrounding towns, which our men joined. They 
were given but a few weeks training, and then sent into battle. Train-loads 
passed through here, the men often sitting or standing in open flat cars. 

In the autumn of 1861, Camp Meigs was established on the Dover fair 
grounds, and most of the enlisted troops from the country got a little 
early training there. The Fifty-first Regiment was organized at that place, 
and company C of that regiment was composed of Newcomerstown men. (Just as 
an illustration of the short training given the Civil War soldiers-my 
Grandfather Moore enlisted with a company raise~(. at Port Washington in August 
1862. They were sent for a short time to a cam~at Mingo Junction, and then 
sent to take part in the western campaign, where at the battle of 
Perryville in Kentucky, early in October, he was critically wounded. 

Although the telegraph was in use before the time of the Civil War, it 
was used only for important communications, and the folks back home had no 
way o:tlrnowing what ''las happening except from the newspapers or heresay. 
Sometimes many weeks passed before they learned that loved ones had been 
killed or wounded. Very few daily papers came to town, and the common 
practice was for some good reader to take the Cincinnati Enquirer as soon 
as it arrived, mount a box at what is now the Baltimore corner, and read 
aloud all the news of the war to the crowd which assembled daily for this 
event. Lists of companies engaged, names of killed or wounded, were 
always included in the day's news and many people in that way learned that 
a husband, father, son, or brother had been killed. 

Newcomerstown made a steady growth in population even during the Civil 
War days, and the perio4 following the war brought many inventions to add 
to the comfort and prosperity of the inhabitants. The canal was still the 
most popular throughfare, and many a returning soldier found employment 
along its banlrn. Al though the telegraph was already in use and taken as 
rather a matter of course by the more urbane half of the citizenry, still 
its actual mechanism was as much a mystery to many, as television is to us 
today. They enjoyed telling of the man who returned to his home 'way out 
in the hills, after one of his very ingrequent and therefore amazing trips to 
N"ewcomerstown, with the report that one of the telegraph wires "had busted 
and there was a bushel of messages piled up in a heap". 
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. Tl~e C & M Railroad was built in 1873, and many stories are still current 
in the town about the camps of Irish laborers employed to buil it. It's 
completion was marked by the usual ceremony of driving the final spike of gold, 

The more prosperous housewives had sewing machines, and could turn out 
wonderful creations with yards of ruffling, basks with stays and dozens 
of buttons, and skirts with dust-ruffling to sweep a wide swath as one rustled 
her way down the street. Most of the early sewing machines made a chain 
stitch, and woe unto him who pulled the wrong thread. I have made x..xRlix:tN 
s..:ttifilq: a nice little picture in my mind of what must have occured in the 
parlor about the time grandpa, dressed in his Sunday best and seated on the 
hair cloth sofa courting grandraa, innocently picked up a loose thread on ~er 
new merino polonaise. 

In 1876, people heard that a man named Bell had invented a telephone and 
though it was a full twenty years before the first one was instal~ed in this 
locality, everyone began experimenting to see how the thing really worked. 
Not only the children, but some of the grownups as well, tried stretching 
a string from the wood shed to the outkitchen, with a tin can fastened on 
each end, and spent long hours shouting to each other. 

During the '80 1 s the present town hall was built, and with the 
completion of the Opera House, real progress was made on the way of enter-
tain~~nt. Not only did home talent shows prosper, but various troupes of 
adt6rs, musicians, magicians, and minstrels, some of whom were already 
prominent in their particular fields, made stops here. 

Newcomerstown, in the latter part of the 19lli Century, had a thriving 
fair each fall. Although the fair grounds were really situated in 
Coshocton Co~nty (on the land directly west of the corporation line, 
and owned by Dr. Geo. Kistler) still the fair belonged to Newcomerstown. 
It was called the Central Ohio District Fair, and as its name implies, was 
really larger than any of the county fairs. The four days of the fair were 
the high point of the year for Newcomerstown citizens and people qame from 
miles around bringing the family lunch in large picnic baskets. Many a 
summer's hard work over the hot kitchen stove was climaxed for Grandma 
1o;hen her spiced peaches or marble calm was awarded the blue ribbon. And 
any girl whose beau did not polish up pa's buggy and take her in her new 
fall finery to see the horse races and side show, had real cause for 
complaint, for that.was the fashion show of the season. 

In 1895, the Clow plant was moved here, and lent much impetus to ~he 
growth of the population, in fact the census figure shows that it doubled 
in that decade. At the same time the ftidustrial life of the community 
took on a new phase, for products manufactured before that time had been 
largely absorbed by local demand, and no active part had been taken in 
interstate and foreign trade. From that time on, shipping of manufactured 
products from Newcomerstown has steadily increased. It is not my intention 
here to occupy time in giving any account of the development of our 
community either in an industrial or social way since the beginning of the 
twentieth century, since this is current ~nowledge. It might however, be 
interesting to point out that in the 90 year period over which the United 
States Census figures are available for Newcomerstown, the greatest period 
of growth was that included in the thirty years between 1870 and 1900, when 
the population increased by 23~ as compared with 193% for the thirty years 
preceding, and 60% for the thirty years following that period. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COM1"1ERCE 

BUREAID PF TJE CENSIDS 

WABHINGTON 

October 1, 1937 

Miss Lois Zimmer, 
Newcomerstown, Ohio 

Dear Madam: 

In compliance with your recent request, there is given 
below the total population of Newcomerstown in Tuscarmvas 
county, Ohio, according to the Federal Decennial Censuses of 
1850 to 1930, inclusive. 

1930 .•.......•.....• l1, 265 
1920 •.......•..•..... 3,399 
1910 .•....••......•• 2,943 
1900 ••.•..•..•.•.... 2,659 
1890 ......•...•••..• 1,251 
1880. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 926 
1870 ................. 791 
1860 .................. 57i 
1850 .................. 1±76 
1840 . ................. 270 

Very Truly Yours, 

Leon E. Truesdell, 
Chief Statistician for Population 

MRM:E 



History of 

Newcomerstown, Ohio 



AN INDIAN LOVE TRIANGLE GAVE NEWCOMERSTOWN ITS NAME 

By 

Lois Zimmer 

Indian tongues were wagging! White Woman's Town was all a-murmur, 

and many a gnarled old squaw or wrinkled chief made the sage remark that 

no good would come of it. In their way those dusky gossips were right; 

and today a thriving little town with an engaging name remains as a con-

stant admonition to man that he should never attempt the feat of living 

with two wives in one dwelling. 

Perhaps you have wondered just how Newcomerstown, a small industrial 

city in the southwestern corner of Tuscarawas county, came by that lengthy 

name. All the historical significance of the name is controlled by its 

spelling, a.nd small wonder it is that citizens find it annoying to receive 

mail addressed to New Comerstown! 

Several years ago a boulder was placed at the side of Route 36, about 

half-way between Coshocton and Walhonding, which marks the original site of 

White Woman's village. The white woman whose name was Mary Harris, had 

been captured by Indians in New England sometime between 1730 and 1740. 

She had been a young woman at that time, quite beautiful according to legend, 

and cantivated by the romantic nomadic life, had become the wife of Chief 

Eagle Feather. 

She evidently was very popular and influential among the Indians, for 

the settlement of wigwams surrounding that of Eagle Feather soon came to 

be known as White Woman's Town; the Walhonding river from that place to its 

confluence with the Tuscarawas at Coshocton was called by the Indians 11 the . .' 

White Woman. 11 

~ Apparently Mary really loved her Indian husband, and as years passed 

seemed in many ways to lose the qualities and refinements of her race. 
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She was proud of him and always helped in his preparations to join 

hunting parties or bands of marauders plotting fresh attacks on exposed 

colonial frontiers. 

One wonders if Mary Harris experienced any qualms when Eagle Feather 

returned to their wigwam from these raiding parties, bearing the scalps of 

her white neighbors from beyond the mountains. Perhaps she did not, for 

Christopher Gist who visited Mary Harris records in his journa.l that she 

remembered that the people of New England were very religious, and wondered 

how they could be so cruel as the white men who roamed the forests. 

Life finally palled for Eagle Feather so~etime around 1750. Various 

guesses have been made as to the reason. Some old squaws even went so 

far as to hint that it was because, in spite of Eagle Feather bringing home 

to Mary the choicest meats for food and the finest skins for clothing, she 

did not bear any papooses for him. 

Christopher Gist refutes this however, for he mentions in his journal 

that Mary Harris had several children. More likely, it seems, that Eagle 

Festher, having been so captivated by one white woman's charms, was there-

by made all the more vulnerable to those of another, and perhaps looked 

forward to twice as much domestic felicity. At any rate, he returned 

from a raid.ing trip to the Virginia frontier with a second wife, in-

stalling her in the wigwam with the first. 

Mary seethed with jealousy and resentment, and, unless Indian villages 

were very different from those of their white successors, the gossips 

had a picnic! The first Mrs. Eagle Feather made no secret of her distaste 

for the second Mrs. Eagle Fea~her, to whom she scornfully referred as 
11 the Newcomer. 11 

Poor old Eagle Feather must frequently have regretted that blissful 

mood in which he had proudly brought home to Mary his beautiful, young 

second wife, for immediately Mary reverted to type, and raged and stormed 
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just like her white sisters. 

No doubt Eagle Feather was hen-pecked, but it seems indisputable 

that he brought it all upon himself! Some legends do say though, that 

Eagle Feather finally screwed up his courage and talked back to Mary; 

that he may even have ventured to suggest that her's wouldn't be the 

first white scalp he had lifted. 

It is easy to see that the old squaws' pr~p:b.ecy was bound to come 

true, and sure enough, one frosty autumn morning Mary aroused the sleepy 

village with cries that her husband had been murdered. Excitement rushed over 

the cluster of wigwams as old and young, the Indians hurried to gaze upon 

Eagle Feather, where he lay on the floor of his wigwam, his head neatly 

cleft by his own tomahawk which was still deeply buried in the wound. 

Of course Mary immediately accused the Newcomer of the dreadful act, 

and as she had vanished from the wigwam it was natural for the Indians to 

believe Mary's story. Accordingly they set out in pursuit, and before 

long recaptured the fleeing woman at a small Indian town on the banks of 

the Tuscarawas river some distance east of the forks of the Muskingum. 

The town at which she was recaptured by the Indians was ever afterward 

called "The Newcomer's Town 11 by the Indians. The captive denied the act 

saying instead that Mary had killed her own husband, and that she- the 

Newcomer-had fled because she, too, feared Mary's hatchet. 

She was taken, in spite of her protestations of innocence, to 

another Indian town situated at the forks of the Muskingum- the site of the 

present city of Coshocton. There, in accordance with the rule of the tribe 

that all escaped prisoners who were recaptured should be put to death, 

she was killed. 



The History of Newcomerstown (Continued) 

Lois Zimmer 

Christonher Gist, was an early explorer and surveyor. He was em-

ployed by the Ohio Land Company (composed of 12 Virginians, among whom 

was George Washington) to investigate the nature of certain land border-

ing the Ohio river, and the feasibility of planting settlements upon it. 

Late in the fall of 17.50 he had come into the Tuscarawas valley, 

finally reaching the Indian town on the site of Coshocton about a week 

before Christmas. 

Finding a few friendly white traders there, he remained for several 

weeks. He kept a diary of his journey, and one entry in particular is 

believed by many historians to have a bearing on this story. 

is quoted form Mitchener 1 s 11 Pathfinders of Eastern Ohio. 11 

This entry 

"Wednesday, 26 - This day a woman that had long been a prisoner and 

rrad deserted, being retaken and brought into toim on Christmas eve, was 

put to death in the following manner: They carried her without the town 

!Uld let her loose; and when she attempted to run away, the persons 

~ppointea for that purpose pursued her and struck her on the ear on the 

right side of the head, which bent her flat on her face to the ground. 

I'hey then struck her several times through the back with a dart to the 

ieart; scalped her, and threw the scalp in the air, and another cut off 

ier head. Thus the dismal spectacle lay until evening, and then 

3arney Curran desired leave to bury her, which he and his men and some 

>f the Indians did just at dark. 11 

Although Christopher Gist does not say that the woman was a deserter 

~rorn White Woman's village, does not in fact s~y whether the woman was 

1hite or Indian, still the legend persists that it was the Newcomer whose 

ixecution he witnessed, that day after Christman in 17.50; and most people 

)elieve too, that she was white. 

Regardless of Gist's relationship to the event the Newcomer's Town 

1ust have come into being at about that time, for previously, history 
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makes no mention of it. Every white visitor who follow&d Gist how-

ever, mentions Newcomer's Town. 

The decade from 1750 to 1760 was one of strife in the Tuscarawas 

valley, and no attempts were made by white men other than occasional 

hunters or adventurers, to penetrate the hostile Indian country. It 

seems apparent, however, from tales told later by whites held captive 

among the Indian tribes, that the name Newcomer's Town was already in 

general use. In 1760 Ft. Duquesne became Ft. Pitt, and records still 

in existence show that messages sent out from there by the commandant 

were frequently aa.dressed to Indian chiefs or white scouts at New 

Comer's Town. 

Sometime around 1760 Chief Netawatwes moved his band of Delawares 

from western Pennsylvania to Newcomer's Town. Forthwith, he changed 

his own na~e to King Newcomer. 

Some historians g~ve as the reason for this that Newcomer was 

really the English interpretation of the Indian Name Netawatwes. 

This sounds a trifle far-fetched, and makes one wonder if wily Netawa-

twes, during his proximity to the whites in Pennsylvania, had not heard 

enough about the king of England and the king of France to reason: 
11 Why not a king of Newcomer's Town?" 

At any rate, he established his Delaware capital on the bank of the 

Tuscarawas, within the limits of the present NewcomPrstown. The town 

must have been more civilized tha~ most Indian villages, for when the 

Moravian missionary David Zeieberger, visited it some 10 years later, 

he found many of the Indians living in log cabins. One cabin, that of 

King Newcomer, had a shingle roof, board floor, a.nd some reports even 

mention a staircase. 

Zeisberger came at the invitation of King Newcomer, who had heard 

of his good work among the Indians in Pennsylvania. King Newcomer's 
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cabin stood under a large walnut tree; this tree still marked the site 

when white settlers entered the valley nearly a half-century later. 
J~ ~ro,,-f" af ti... ca~;"' 

Under this treeAZeisberger preached the first Protestant sermon to be 

delivered west of the Alleghenies, at noon on March 14, 1771. 
Soon after this he returned to Pennsylvania. The following year 

he came again to the valley, bringing with him many of his Indian converts 

from hie earlier mission. The Delawares welcomed him gladly, for 

eubewquent to hie sermon the previous year, the smallpox which had been 

scourging the valley had miraculously disappeared. 

True to their promise the Delawares granted the Moravians a tract 

Jf land on which to found a mission. The site selected was that 

9Urrounding a large spring just south of the present city of New Philadel-

'hia, and the appropriate name Schoenbrunn was given it. 

King Newcomer by this time was growing old. He had earned the dis-

'leasure of the colonists eight years before when he had refused to attend 

;he conference which Colonel B~uet had held at the forks of the Muskingum. 

Now within h$e tribe there was great dissension, for the Revolutionary 

1ar was about to begin, and the young men of the Delaware nation were 

Lnxious to take up the hatchet. Some wished to join their English 

'riends at Sandusky and Detroit, while others wanted to help the colonists 

1aat of them • King Newcomer and other important chief a of his clan were 

.nxious to follow the teachings of their Moravian brothers and keep peace. 

In 1774 the Delawares abandoned their capital at Newcomer's Town 

.nd moved to Goschachgunlt (Coshocton). At the same time they extended 

he grant of land to the Moravians to reach as far as the big bend in the 

iver below Newcomer's Town. Thus the Moravians came to own the fertile, 

coded valley for a distance of approximately 30 miles along the river's cours~, 

The abandoned cabins of the former Delaware capital remained un-

tenanted during the next 40 years. Perhaps they sometimes sheltered 



- 7 -

sheltered roving war parties or weary hunters, and no doubt during the 

ensuing decade which witnessed the destruction of peace-loving Schoen-

brunn and. Gnadenhutten more than one blood-thirsty band paused there. 

The Tuscarawas came to be kno~m as the Bloody Valley, and following 

the massacre at Gnadenhutten, many superstitious Indians followed the 

trail through the hills in order to avoid the Evil Spirit which hid in 

the beautiful groves along the river. 

At the close of the Revolunion, Tuscarawas county was a part of 

the grant made by congress to officers of the Colonial army. Although 

it was included in Washington county, it was settled much later than 

parts touching the Ohio river. 

Consequently, not until 1814 did the abandoned Delaware capital 

see an influx of pioneers. These pioneers led by Nicholas Neighbor of 

Morris county, N. J., weary from their laborious journey across the 

mountains, hailed with delight the empty Indian cabins of Newcomer's Town, 

and made them their dwellings until their own could be erected. 

From the very first, Indian relics in the vicinity were numerous; 

so numerous in fact, that little value was placed upon them. Soon after 

the pioneers arrived, they discovered an\ Indian burial ground on the 

bank of the river just south of King Newcomer's cabin. Here, each 

spring, the flooding Tuscarawas caused the bank to crumble, exposing 

numerous skeletons. 

Nothing was preserved, however, except bracelets, beads, or other 

trinkets found in the burials, and in time even these were lost. Q,uite 

recently a second extensive Indian burial ground was discovered in South 

Mulvane street in Newcomerstown, when workmen were excavating for a sewer. 

Several of the partial skeletons were preserved and are kept in a case in 

the high school building. 
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Of This amd That 
By L@is Zimmer 

ReDlfnfscences of .Flood-Times on the Tuscarawas J DON'T suppose I'd have turned nostalgic over springtime and its 
floods U it hadn't been for that story a few days ago headed 

"Full Data on Past Floods Now Available for Ohio." 
The point is, I helped collect that data. But it's a long sto:ey. 
I've never heard the matter discussed but rm inclined to think 

tliat any family which lives on the bank of one stream for several 
generations becomes Possessive. It speaks of the stream as "our 
river"; it boasts of its beauties and even, to a Certain extent, takes pfide in its misdemeanors, so .... 
richly does the l'iver endow ex- "iTosephus" while the ang:ey wa-
istence with drama. ters Swirled about the legs. 

That's how we came to claim -:-
the Tuscarawas at Newcomers- The river was still "ours" 
town. [t first became ours when through the closing decades of 
Great-Grandfather James Pilling the 19th centur.y and on into 
came to ©hio more than 100 years the early years of the 20th, 
ago and set up a mill on the bank when we youngsters looked in 
to saw big walnut logs Which awe at t1ie chiseled mark on 
ambitious settlers cut and floated the bridge abutment that indi-
down the stream. cated the crest of the flood of 

Great -Grandfather hims elf '89. I 
had numerous opportunities to "Gee/" we'd say. "Just think! I observe "our river" in flood, but All that water!" 
the time most frequently re- And then one rainy day in 
counted despite the fact my March, 1913, our EJad came hur-
Grandmother Moore had it only r.ying to school to get my 
through .hearsay, was the month brothers and me becaUBe the 
she was born in 1847. greatest flood of them all was 

T,he Pillings still lived in a log threatening to cut us off from I 
'rut, 'lliet.. Early slbmnl!i""rarns h~tetthin the hour. We were 

had been unduty heavy and baby too young to be fHghtened, but 
Maria was only a few days old we somehow had a feeling'that 
when the river started Walking the whole world stood with us 
up the bank. One oii the relatives watching while the rapidly 

• rode in on horseback to evacuate spreading river kept swallow. 
mother and child, but Great- ing the stakes EJad drove at the 
Grandfather Pilling eXbibited edge of the water to gauge its 
tliat "River, Stay 'Way From My 

' Door" spirit. 
rise. 

'Xhe yellow torrent made a 
rushing sound that Wll8 punc-
tuated with rattling iron each 
time an uprooted tree came 
riding down the current to 
bang against the bridge. 

He put a chair a-top the kitch-
en table and sat and read 

A SPENCER 
Individually - Designed 

Support for Back, Breast 
and Abdomen 

Anne Sntek, R. N. 
DIAL 5-6741 

Naturally it Wll8 a sleepless 
night for the grownups. And 
When we children got up the 

· next morning the mile-wide 
valley was filled with water 
from hill to hill. 

'Ilh.o ,....,_,_ 

I 



duration, but it was thrtmng may insist, the 16th, 18th or 
while it lasted. And th.ii is the 19th, here's how: Hunt up a 
atory we always liked best: print of the Great Seal of Ohio 

The morning the flood was at ana count 1he arrows in the 
its height, my father spied one sheaf in the foreground: 
of our ' big - cast-iron JCeUles ' We discoverea that important 
floating blithely down the road key the other day in a book 
that now· wci.s 

1
paTt of the' river: about the state after we'd wast-

The kettle had. come to Ohio ed a .half-four trying to find a 
~ in the COVeTed' wagon of one. of hiitory or encyclopedit; that 

our great-f11;apif.fp.t]t1m •• lt, 1PCf8. • 1,09~14 1ell m outright, 
at lea.st 30 inches in ?-iameter Of cou,:se, the uick will be al-
and 10 l!e11vy, it req~ired two ways to know where you can 
men to heave it onto the hook lay your hands on a Great Seal 
above th~ fire. wQ..e.n , b.utc]ifi?Tjm,g . . of Ohio. 
~ime came. Bu~ the ~lood picked But doti't ;ump at conctu-
it up ~n~: 3a}l(!~" ,it away 4! sions. It's not that sign on 
gently as dtd the sea of sleep liquor store windows. 
that dream boat of Wynken, . 
Blynken and Nod. T HEARD last··~eek of a man I 

Dad. saved the kettle, though, 1 . . 
Hastily obtaining a long pole, whq Jumped at conclusio_ns 
he reached out, tipped the rim, when som~one fo~d. a. stray smt-
and the water flowed in and case beann~ the _ imti8;1s G.O.D. 
sank it right there in the mid- and too~ it mto ~s residence for 
dle of the Toad. safekeep_mg ~til the ownerl 

• would discover its loss and return 

AND now at -i;st we come to to claim it. 
that collection of data about "It probably llelongs to some, 

floods. crackpot evangelist who'll never ' 
We children were still in high come back," he told himself. 

school when the U. s. Geological But the owner who arrived to , 
Survey concluded it was time to reclaifn it a few days later turned 
start measuring that river of ours. out to be the last person in Can-
A stream gauge was installed on ton who ever should be glJilty of 
the bridge railing, and, 6klce we lqsing a suitcase. It was Miss 
lived closer than anybody else, we 4race O'Donnell, secretar,y to 
were employ~ llS. .;ibseryer11• Travelers Aid Society, I 

Taking morning and evening She would have been in need 
readings was a monotonous task of Travelers Aid herself, had she 
in summertime when prolongea not been on her way to visit rela-
droutbs made the water sink low- tives in Pittsburgh who rallied to 
er and lower, but it held thrills her assistance when she arrived, 
a-plenty each time a flood threat- suitcaseless. 
ened and the roaring, muady cur-
rent licked upward' t6 'set' Uie 
weight spinning on its chain. • we felt "ifupdrlaht, 'too, ·imow-
tng that our reports determined 
whetber mailmen and school 
buses started out on their routes, 
whether farmers . would move 
their stock from the lowlands, 
whetber peo_tile . on . doivn the 
Muskingum at Coshocton and 
Zanesville would ' 'begin' · haSty 
preparations for le"vin" their 
homes. '~ ' "" ·"'"' · 

Shortly a!t~atd ,ttll} 'Q: •. S. 
Weather Bureau brought us a 
rain gauge and added "coopera-
tive" to our title. Eventually the 

• Muskingum Consewancy District 
was created and it sought our 
services too. 

But now our glory ls past. 
They've harnessed our rivel' with 
dams a.t Clendenning, Tappan, 
Leesville, Atwood, Dover and 1 

Beach .City. They've even taken . 
away our gauge, for today the ' 
tricky ~carawas is as innocuous 
as Nimishillen Creek. 1 

But we do sort of miss tbe ex- 1 
citement. And naturally we think E 
of it most often in March. 

-:-
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