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Pictured, in fromt of the monu1nent to the event on Piling Street, Newco1ners-town -

Front row, left to right: Rt. Rev. Carl Helmich (retired l1oravian Bishop, 
Gnadenhutten - SJ?eaker); Rev. Hilliaru Gamble (Scrii>tural Holiness 
Church); .l:~ev. Jimmy Robbins (Valley 'liew Baptist Church); Rev. 
William C«lvert {St. l'aul Iutheran Church); Msgr. Alllbrose Freund 
(St. Francis de Selcs Church, Roman Catholic); 

Dack row, left to right: Rev. John Visser (Executive Director of the 
Tuscarawas County Council for Church and Community); Rev. ~Tohn 
Benson (Christ United Methodist); Rev. Glenn Shugare (Church of 
God);- Rev. wesley Frederick (Church of the Nazarene); Rev. Bred 
Schmidt Oiseelllbly of God); Rev. Daniel Grahalll (l:c'irst I'resbyterian Cliurch). 

Missing from picture: Rev. Ralph Dennis (Celvary United 1Jethoc1ist Church). Photo by Henry Spring of New Philadelphia. 



Opening the service, at Rev~ Wesley Frederick, 
Church of the Nazarene. Bebind him, lc:ft to ri.ght: Rev. R:{lph De:nnie (Calvary 'Jnitec.i ~1?.tho-
dist); Rev. i illiam Gamble: (Scrbtural '!1:>lines~); :~1::v. Fred Schmidt 
(A sembly of rod); Rev . Daniel Graham (dark glass~s - First lresbyterian ); 
Msgr. Ambrose Freund (dark glasses and light-colored raincoat) (St. Franc is 
de Sales Roman Catholic Church); Rev • .,lenn Shugera (r~hurcb of God); Ur. 
James Schlarb (Citizen for Co unity Ir.rprovement, nhysical arrangements); 
Rt. Rev. Carl Helmich (retired Moravian Bisho1 , ;ind speaker for the day). 

2. Bisho1~ car~ Helmich add1i:'essing the crot·:d. 
~eh~nd hi.r~, left to right: Rev. Dariel i:...raham (First Pres · • 

R•v: W~lham Gani>le (t'cri;tural Holiness); Rev. R•lnh Dennis (cbf~nan): 
Metnodist); Rev. Fred Schmidt (/1SS8!llbly of Cod)· Rev Clenn Sha vary(Un1ted 
of God)· 'Ms err Amb F ( • · · ' • ' u rs 'C urch , c • :ose reund St. Franc L de SH les Ro>i<m cath oJ i c). 
;::~.Schlarb (public address); Rev. Wesley Fred rick (Ohurch of h~ 
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ber of his works were translated by him into the Onondaga and Del-
aware Indian tongues and even at the present time he is a respected au-
thority on the vernacular of the American Indian. 

The manuscripts of six of his literary works are present in the Li-
brary of the America Philosophical Society, at PLiladelphia, Penn-
sylvania. The manuscripts of fourteen of his works are in the Library 
of Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusett&, wnere they are care-
fully preserved and most highly esteemed as valued and distinctive con-
tributions to the literature of early America, and priceless collections 
which deal with the researches into the language of • extinct nation .• 

It is without prejudice to the claims of other historic spots in the 
great commonweaith of Ohio that these facts are set forth . We owe to 
the memory of those pioneers, who were our forefathers, a suitable 
memorial and a iiveiy recollection of their mighty sacrifices and fea r: 
foss struggles which were made that we may continue to enjoy the bless-
ings of liberty, the gift of free speech and the heritage of mental free-
dQm to .that large degree of which we are all conscious. 

S. O. M 
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Salient Facts Concerning Schoenbrunn, ''Beautiful 
Spring, '' First Village in Ohio 

HE site of the first settlement within the present boundaries 
of Ohio is less than one mile from the city limits of New 
Philadelphia, Tuscarawas County. 

The village of Schoenbrunn was laid out and formally 
settled August 24, 1772, by the Reverend David Zeisberger, 

a Moravian leader, and a band of Christian Indians. This settlement 
was made about sixteen years prior to that of Marietta, the earliest set· 
tlement in Ohio to survive to the present time. 

The village consisted of more than sixty houses in addition to 
numerous huts and lodges, and contained a population of about 450. 
After an existence of riearly five years the settlement was abandoned 
by its founders for the reason that it was deemed no longer tenable on 
account of its exposed position. The date of the final church service 
preceding its abandonment was April 19, 1777, or just two years after 
the battle of Lexington. 

Schoenbrunn contained the first church and the first school house 
in that territory which is now known as Ohio, and here were formed 
the first peace society and the first temperance society organized west 
of the Alleghenies. Those community buildings were the most promi-
nent structures of the village. The church had a membership of 417, 
while the enrollment in the school was proportionately lanle. 

A little more than two years ago steps were taken by a local histor· 
ical society definitely to determine the position of the village streets and 
the location of its principal buildings. The investigations of this society 
were eminently successful. Excavations made by members of the society, 
several of which were under the personal supervision of Dr. William 
C. Mills, Director of the Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society, 
disclosed the location of the principal streets, the church, the school-
house and nearly a score of the dwellings. The remains of the fire-
places belonging to the church and to the residence <A the schoolmas-
ter were found well preserved and were easily identified by means of 
the original plat which was discovered among the archives of the moth-
er church. 

Quantities of interesting relics were unearthed. Among these were 
pottery, cutlery and other domestic articles peculiar to the period. Frag. 

ments of weapons, heaps of kitchen refuse and much parched corn 
were found in an excellent state of preservation. 

At its last session the General Assembly of Ohio appropriated the 
sum of $10,000 for the purchase of the site of the village, and a com· 
mittee, consisting of five persons, four of whom were senators or rep· 
resentatives, was appointed to examine evidence touching upon the 
identity of the site. This committee reported favorably upon the ques· 
tion of purchasing the site recommended by local investigators, and the 
transaction has been completed. 

From the beginning of these investigations it was deemed appro· 
priate that a suitable memorial be erected on the site, and that at least 
a portion of the village be restored to its original appearance. The 
churches of Ohio have undertaken the project of restoring the original 
church; it would seem fitting that the school chil,dren of Ohio should 
assist in erecting a duplicate of the earliest schoolhouse known to have 
been built within the state. 

Projects for the restoration of various portions of the village have 
been endorsed by the State Department of Education, Ohio State 
Teachers' Association, Gov. A. V. Donahey, Dr. William C. Mills, 
The State Archaeological and Historical Society, the Governing Board 
of the Moravian Church of the United States, the Ohio Council of 
Churches, the New Philadelphia-Dover Ministerial Association, the 
Tuscarawas County Council of Churches, The State Schoenbrunn Com· 
mittee and other civic, religious and educational organizations. 

That this first settlement within the boundaries of the state did 
not survive to the present was due to the troublous times of the Revo· 
lutionary War and to the imminence of an Indian uprising on a pre· 
tentious scale. Had the country not then been writhing in the throes of 
a national agony, and had the young nation not then been fighting for 
its existence and trembling with apprehension over the ultimate out· 
come of its struggle, it is not likely that charitable assistance would need 
be solicited for the restoration of those earlier landmarks of Christian-
ity and education. 

A word concerning the illustrious founder of the village, the Rev· 
erend David Zeisberger, may help establish the fact more firmly that 
the settlement was not of the adventitious sort, but was established un-
der the authority of one of the foremost scholars and spiritual 
leaders of his time. David Zeisberger was one of the most prominent 
ecclesiastical writers of colonial days. He was the author of more than 
a score of books touching upon theology, church history and Indian 
lore and also made a number of translations from the German. A num· 



Gnadenhutten Tents of Grace) was settled five months after 

Schoenbrunn on October 9, 1772. Joshua, A Mohican Elder, brought a large group of 

Mohican Indians to this location thus the second Indian village was settled. 

Delawares at Schoenbrunn and Mohican at Qladenhutten. 

This settlerrent grew rapidly, soon tpere were between fifty and sixty cabins. 

The group worked hard and prospered, their standa:I'd of living was high f~r that era 

on the frontier, their cabins had glass windows, they used pewter household utensils, 

they were adept in crafts and art work, and loved music. Tile community had. a spinet 

piano and one member played and led the singing. 

In a very short time they developed gardens that were fenced; they cultivated 

many field crops; had droves. of cattle, hogs and horses. 

It was an interesting fact that the men all worked as well as the wom:m, which 

was shocking to the Indians of the other tribes. 

It was here that the Roth child was born, who was the· first white child born in 

this territory. 

All went well until the Revolutionary War began and the English at Detroit 

wanted all Indians to fight apainst tha Arnericans. The local Indians refused and 

then they were threatened and pressured to go to war or to allow the enemy to go 

through. 

In 1778 they left their hones and went to Lichtenau, near the present town of 

Coshocton, staying there until 1779. Lichtenau was abandoned and the Indians re-

turned to Gnadenhutten. In 1780 Salem was fotmded. 

Conditions were fairly quiet for a few months but again the British and the 

lndian Tribes to the west tried to persuade them to leave. When they would not, 

in September 1781 troops and Indian warriors rounded up all the Indians living in 

New Schoenbrunn, Gnadenhutten and Salem and took them to Captives Town, a few miles 

soui:heast of the present Upper Sandusky. The women and children and so~ men went 

by boat down the Tuscarawas"' up the Walhondini; and the Kokosing Rivers. Many men 

and boys went C>Verland, driving whatever livestock they could take with them. The 

trip was a terrible eXPerience as they were ~istreated and their cloth~s and 
valuables were taken from them. 

•. 



e}VCOmersto:=r.111r:l:= 
is Shown m the picture •P1tl1Dllbf 
the significance of that first sermon 

l to pupils of a high school history 
class. They are Martha Ann Best, 
Patti Hinds and Dorothy Wilkin. 

Rev. Mr. Zeisberger was extreme-
ly fortunate or was gifted with 
spiritual powers, according to his-
torical records. A smallpox epi-
demic had ravaged the mile-square 
Delaware village in the broad Tus-
carawas River valley in the winter 
ot 1770-71 and tribal leaders had 
exhausted all efforts to curb the 
disease. In what was recorded as a 
last resort, Chief Netawatewes sent 
runners to Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) to 
ask ministerial aid. 

Rev. Mr. Zeisbcrger, a nati\e of 
Austria, responded to the appeal. 
Guided by Indian scouts, he arrived 
at what is now Bolivar and followed 
the Tuscarawas River to the site of 
Schoenbrunn. Reaching his goal 
March 14, 1771, the Moravian min-
ister delivered his memorable ser-
mon before ~veral hundred Dela-
ware Indians. 

History attests that a week lat~r 
the epidemic had broken and the 
disease disappeared entirely within 
a few weeks. 

Rev. Mr. Zeisberger returned to 
Fort Pitt for a year and then re-
turned to start the buildini of 
Schoenbrunn. 

The village has been entirely re-
built on its original site in the last 
10 years and• is recognized as one 
of the outstanding historical spot. 
in Ohio. 



Monument to Historic Sermon 
A MONUMENT marking the 

spot where the first Protestant 
sermon wei:;t of the Alleghenies was 
preached was dedicated April 20 on 
Pilling Street i 11 Newcomerstown, 
under the :lll"!1ices of the New-
comerstown Historical Socir.ty. The 
historic sermon was delivered on 
March 14, 1771, by Rev. David 
ZPisberger, a German-born Mora-
vian l\fi"1sionary, who traveled from 
Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) to the Tus-
rarawas Valley in response to an 
iuvitation from the <'hic>f of tht' 
Delaware [ndians in the [ndian 
village of ~ ~ ewcomerstown. The 
rough-hewn i:;tone Monument is 
~aid to stand within 100 feet of the 
tspot on whid1 Rev. Mr. Zei:;b1-ffger 

i:;t oo<l when he del iv<'reJ hi.:; "Jermon. 
The sermon wa,;; prAach<'·d in front 
of the cabin of Chief N etawatewf's, 
and under a huge tree. 

Otto J. Beiter of Newcomers-
town, presid1:mt of (ll1iu Monument 
Builders, had a prominent part in 
the plans for the erection of the 
Monument and in the dedicatory 
ceremonies. As el1airman, he gave 
a brief address, bdore introducing 
the visitors, in the course of which 
he said: "This Monument ·will l'ltand 
110L 0 11!,\ ' as a symbol of Christian 
.,pitit und traditions of the past, but 
also as a silent tribute to the fore-
sight, sacrifices and courage of the 
members of the Newcomerstown 
Historical Society and the good 

people of Tuscarawas Coui;ity . in 
planning, building and ded1catmg 
it." 

Mam· Moravians attended the 
cnemoilies and the principal address 
was delivered by Rev. Edwin W. 
Kortz, pastor of Sharon Moravian 
Church. Rev. M. F. Oerter of 
Tuscarawas, dean of Moravian mi~
i.sters in Tuscarawas county, was m 
ch;i,rge of the dedicatory services. 
Several others also sp()ke. 

On the Monument is a plaque 
three feet wide and two feet high, 
on which is inscribed, "The first 
Protestant Sermon in the North-
wesL Territorv was delivered near 
this spot by Rev. David Zeisberger, 
March 14, 1771." 
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Dedication Address 
1 hr~ is thl' Dedication Addre.,-.< , which 

Otto J. Beiter, presideni of 11hir1 Jj,.1111 .. 

ment Builders, delivere:l a1 !hr· deriir.atio11 
of the First Protestant Sermnn Jfnnument 
at Neu•r:umerstown, a few days <Jgn. A 
report vf the Dedication aPpe,trs elsrwhrr0 
in this is sue. 

and it ic;; a peculiar 1·oiucidenct· thar 
hi:" fir:"t act. of importanre would be 
the last one t.o be commemorated. 

Of the Seven W 011ders of thP-
World, four are .Monuments, erPet.ed 
by those who wishPd to enrich the 
heritage of future generations by 
pPrpd.uating the memory and the 
histor.v of the generations of the 
past. The words and traditions, 
the habit.fl and customs of the ages, 
are preserved for future generations 
only when they become pages in the 
book of historv carved from ever-
lasting stone. · Much can be said 
of the l\Iemorial masterpieces of the 
ancient world. :Much has been 
learned and much can be learned 

WE ~\.RE assembh•d hi're 1.odn.y 
to dedicate a Monument. to the 

trek westward of civilization and 
Christianity. Over 170 .''ears have 
pa1:;sE'd 1:;ince that memorahle "First. 
Protestant Sermo1;" in the North-
west Tenitory wa;; delivered by 
Rev. David Zeisherger rn~ar thifl 
Monnment on Mar1·h 14, 1771. 

l\ram· Memorial:s lrnve ber·n 
erevt.ed. in memory of the worh of 
this frarless Moravian mil'<sionary Continued on page 16 

16 Ohio ~onument Builder 

Dedication Address 
Continued from page 12 

from the endless honor and timeless 
grace of the messagf'ii thPy hold for 
the many generations to <'ome. 

It is that sam" Je1:<ire and pride 
that inspired thP \'"ewcomerstown 
Historical Societ,· i 1_, ered. this 
Monument to pre,,;<'rn· fur future 
generations the records of this 
historical event.. It is svmbolic of 
that rugged individualism t\nd cour-
age, that wisdom and l'pirit that 
conquered the wildernPSH and ma.Jn 
it possible for us to enjoy the sa,~rPd 
privileg~· of Jiving in thil-' h1·amiful 
Tuscarawas Va1le~· in the grPatest 
country in the world-a <·1mntry 
that grants Ufl social, poJiti<·;d an~l 
religious freedom. A fn-'edom and 
::itandar<l of ·living enjoyPd by no 
other countn· in thP world todav. 
It is our heritage from the ageH 

and our duty to protect. and 

preHer~-t- it. Uur America. 
ThiH .i\It:)nument i.<: rledicatPd not 

alone to the memor'ie:• and the 
history of l'!H' p:ist, it j,, dedica1~ed to 
the wisdom ~md thP spirit that is 
nPer!ed todav to <:arrv the l1annn 
of our Christian civilization onward, 
ever onward. We 1.ru,.;t this M.onu-
ment will stand for many, many 
years to come, that it will receive 
thai ~ame sacred care and respect 
that has always been giV<'n public 
and private Memoriab. That it. 
will stand not only aiS a syml1ol of 
t.he Christian religion and the tradi-
tioJl:< ol the paPt, and as a Memorial 
to the· \•i:;ion. : lie courage and th1, 
sa<:rifices of thP .1merican Pioneen:, 
but also as a i'ilent tribute to thP 
members of the Newcomerstown 
Historical Societ~· and the good 
people of Tuscarawas county in 
planning, building and dedicating 
it today. 

I 
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Mora vi ans 
For Ded1ca 
Of M.--ii.,... 

CeremOll)' Transferred Ti 
To Eacape • ; Mant Ofo·•~~ 

In spite of inclement weather the ZeillilMtnl 
monument was dedioated Sunday aftex-.u11RA11c. '.I 
a large assembly of people-. 

After the ational flaJ was hoia!ll'lli.,... .,. 
he stone structure, the ~nUJRellt 

·ng the large plaqu~ three feet w1 e 
the following inscription, "The li'irst Prq 

orthwest Territory as deliv•d 
·1d ZeislMrger, Mar 14 1'171:.- :· Bt'llAWll 
town Historical Society." The unve 
charge of Rev. M. F. Oerte of Tusc 
minister, of Tuscara 815 coun 

Plans Completed J 
'Sermon' Dedicat:io 
Speaker Is Selecte 

-
County Mora'Viana 
!f'o Coo~ate In 
Event On April 29 

\ 



"First Sermon" Memorial 
fo Be Dedicated Sunday 

Why ~elsb~'fjer 
'~ehed SermOll Here 

Moravian Churcbea 
In County To Take 
Part In Ceremony 

A earavan ot automobiles from 

'Rel~lrl ~ repi:eeentatives of the 
State Biibway Department and the 
Ohio ArChaeological apd Historical 
Society. 

Music. 
Address by Rev. Robert H. Bren-

neche, pastor of the Moravian 
1 

church, Gnadenhutten. 
Song abd benediction. 
Local organizations, clubs and 

business places have been asked to 
submit brief histories which are t& 
be sealed within the monument. 
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Let's Tour Ohio 
Newark, Flint Ridge 
Important To Indians 

'!be area around Newark has been of importance 
to the American Indian for nearly 10,000 years as 
'°tb a ceremonial center ~d common ground. 

Ohio's Indians, as well as Indians from all over 
the eastern parts of North America, migrated to 
Newark's ceremonial mounds and Flint Ridge for 
IJ)eetings and for flint gathering. 

nJNT JUDGE, w~h is south of Newark, is the 
site of flint quarries where Indians dua- for the 
.t$Cious mineral 1o use in making tools and weapons. 
l'Jte area appears to have been held as neutral ground 

use of mutual dependence on flint, for there are 
.Wble signs of conflict there. 
!Flint is-the official gemstone of the state of Ohio. 
e the collecting of flint is not permitted at the 

)femorial, some can be found alon$ the roads of the 
area. 

The Indian mo1Dlds around Newark are numer-
ous and impressive. The Mound Builders State 
Mernodal .is a 68-1cre tract w}1icll contains a great 
eitddai- earthwork, 100 feet in diameter with an 
eaeletshaped eff(gy mound in the center. 

OCl'AOON TATE Meqrial features a large 
~J;y;ith Jft octagon conjoibed. Among the other 
~rks 9f Ohio's early ~s is Wrilht 
J:erJ)lw<rban• Newark Earthwork.If and a collection 
~ from this are~ a the Ohio Indian Arts 

Also of Interest in the near Newark area Is Dawes 
Arboretum. The arboretum covers 525 acres with 
both virgin forest and formally planted aections 
including a Japanese garden. The planted areas 
feature flora indigenous to Ohio. 

Buckeye Lake was a reservoir for the Ohio Erie 
Canal and, for many years, has been a popular 
recreation area, for boating, fisbieg and swimming. 
In the northern portion of the lake, accessible only by 
water is Cranberry Island, a preserve . 

A RELIC OF THE Ice •ie. Cranberrj lslaQd is 
the only. it>haif Wb bog known which is afloat on a 
lake . 

~earbY. Lan~asff!r bOasts 2-acre Mo~ l'Jeaant, 
used t>y tM earJ; settlers and Ind~ as .an 
obser\lktioq ~ an"•fe~tor~ss. V~iton toct.y 
cart 418nb the q>UQt's ,.,gged surface (p:Jts 250-foot 
summit fdra conunandbtg-view of Lancbter: and tbe 
surrodniiin8 SQenery 

To visit th~ fll,wart-Lancaster area frmJ OQIUID-
bus, procee(l ~ out QI. the downtown l8Tfla '10: 
continue east on 1-70 t Rt. 13; north on 1lt. µ to• 
Newark tour area. 

STRIP MAP LOC4TIONS:l. M~t,p Plea la 
Rising Park. '2. Sherman S~te Park, t~ E. Mail S,t. 
open May 1-0ct. 31, 10 a.m. Wl~Qeida)' tllroU 
Saturday, l-6 p.m. Sundiu-, adniiis ~ . I.Ro 
Mill, about 10 miles northwest of a 
upper falls of> the Hocking River. 4. 'llJel M 
Memorial, LithopoUs, open Easter-De,.1, 1-S am 7-
p.m. Monday and Wednesday, 1-5 p.ril. """"'""...,.. 
Thursday and Friday, closed h•Udaysi Orgf1' ied 
7:30-9 p.m. Friday and Satutday, S-f p.nt · &ul*I~ · 
narrated travelogues at 2:30 p.m. *>Ille SUn a 
winter, free. 5. Wahkeena, southwest of~ bound 
of the last glacier near Lancaster, adniission 
appointment only, free.~. President's Half Acre, west 
of Lancaster on U.S. 22. 7. General Philip Sheridan 
Statue, Somerset, between Lancaster and Zanesvllle. 
8. Dawes Arboretum, 5~ miles south on Rt. 13, opeq 
daily during daylight hours, free. 9. Tile Newat~ 
Earthworks. 10. Mound Builders State Memorial, 
southwest of Newark Earthworks on Rt. 79, open 
during daylight hours. 11. Octagon State Memorial, 
N. 33rd St, open during daylight hours. 12. Ohio 
Indian Arts Musemn, on the Mound Builders State 
Memorial, open April 1 through Oct. 31, 10 a.m.~ 
p.m. Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sun~. 
admistJ61* charge. JS. Wriiht Eartbworks State 
MemoriJJ. James and Waldo Sts. about 'A·mile 
northeaif of the Mound Bu114ers gs;oup. 14. P1inf 
Rid• Staie MemoriaJ, lJckfng County, ! mt1es north 
of U td on C.R. 688, museUl(l 9P8Jl 9:30 a.Jill f.o 5 
p.m. eept ¥Qnday lrlJa:h to •W!lnber. admission 
char11. 15. Ne\vark Canal, 3 miles south of Newark 
on Rt. 79 opposite the entrance to Kaiser aluminum 
plant. 16. Ye Old MUI Musemn, south of Utica along 
Rt. 13, 13 miles north of Newark. 17. Granville 
VWa19, 23 miles from Columbus and six miles from 
Newark. 18. Cranberry Island, Hebron in the 
nortbempordon ofBueke)'8 tue.19. Budm)'8 Lake, 

40 Oldo'• ... Com 


