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Appendix I Mary Harris's World in Ohio 

Below is a scan of page 9 of source Smith, being the 1755 map of Mitchell, cropped and centered 
on the Three Rivers. 

t) 

In the left center of this 17 55 map one can see the principal geographic features of the Three 
Rivers region: White Woman's Creek, the Muskingum or Elk's Eye River, and the towns Tuscarawas and 
Muskingum. 
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· On the east end of Newcomerstown on the roadside in 
front of the Riverside Manor Nursing and Rehab Center 

• is a historical marker erected in 1940 by the 
' Newcomerstown Historical Society. The marker reads, 
"The First Protestant Sermon was delivered near this 
spot by Rev. David ZeisbergetMarch 14, 1771." 
, According to author Russell H. Booth and his book 
"The Tuscarawas Valley in the Indian Days - 1750-
1797" Zeisberger did preach to the Indians on that date 
but he was not the first. 
· In the fall of 1766 a preacher named Charles Beatty 
came into the Tuscarawas Valley and was accompanied 
by another preacher named George Duffield. Beatty 
wrote a journal of his trip into the valley and in it he 
wrote that they had kept the Sabbath on September 14 
on their way to Newcomerstown. Beatty noted that this 

' was the first Sabbath ever kept in the wilderness. By 
September 18, Beatty and Duffield along with their 
interpreter, Joseph, had arrived at Kighalampegha 
(Newcomerstown). 

Soon the traveling evangelists were summoned to the 
council house, the home of Chief Netat-whel-man, king 
lind head of the Delaware nation. Netat-whel-man would 

also be known as Chief Newcomer. 
"This house is a long building; with two fires in it, at 

a proper distance from each other, without any chim-
ney or partition. The entry intoit is by two doors, one 
at each end. Over the door a turtle was drawn, which 
is the ensign of their particular tribe. On each door-
post was cut out the face of a grave old man, an 
emblem I suppose of that gravity and wisdom that 
every senator there ought to be possessed of." 

Beatty then states that on September 21, the Sabbath 
morning, "I then preached to'them from the parable of 
the prodigal son, Luke XV, 11." As far as anyone now 
knows, this was the first sermon preached in the 
Northwest Territory, at the great council house of 
Chief Newcomer, September 21, .1766. 

Duffield also preached to the lridians later that day. 
According to Booth the claim that Zeisberger 

preached the first sermon in what was to become the 
State of Ohio is erroneous, but Zeisberger's sermon 
deserves its place in the history of the Tuscarawas 
Valley as being the beginning of the Moravian 
Missionary effort in the valley. Although the date of 
the first sermon has been disputed, what remains a 
fact is that is took place in what is now the Village of 
Newcomerstown. 
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Friday, April 11, 2003 

Ohio Moments 

Missionary founded villages for Indians 

On April 11 , 1721 , David Zeisberger - the missionary who laid out the town of 
Schoenbrunn in the Tuscarawas Valley - was born in Zauchtenthal, Moravia. 

Zeisberger's family immigrated to Georgia in 1736, leaving him behind to finish his 
education. In 1743, he became a student at the Indian School in Bethlehem, Pa., to 
prepare for a career as a missionary for the Unity of Brethren Church, also known as 
the Moravian Church. He became conversant in many Indian languages, including 
Delaware, Onondaga, Mohican and Chippewa The Delaware Nation originally lived in 
New Jersey, but white colonization pushed them farther and farther west - to Ohio. 

In the spring of 1771 , Zeisberger visited Gekelemukpechunk, the capital of the 

Zeis berger 

Delaware Nation in the Tuscarawas Valley. He was a guest of Chief Netawatwes, who gave him Indian 
land to establish a mission. Zeisberger laid out Schoenbrunn, which is German for "beautiful spring," in 
May 1772. Five Delaware families from Pennsylvania settled there. By the end of the year, there were 
more than 60 houses in the village. Later that year, another mission, Gnadenhutten - which is German 
for "huts of grace" - was laid out. Both missions were destroyed during the Revolutionary War. 

Zeisberger spent his life teaching Christian values to Native Americans - without receiving any pay 
from the Moravian Church. While he often suffered with the Delaware, he also contributed to the 
destruction of their traditional ways of life. 
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Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Tuscarawas County (I tAsb'ra:w~s/ TUS-ka-RAH-wos) is a county 
located in the eastern part of the U.S . state of Ohio. As of the 2010 
census, the population was 92,582. [3] Its county seat is New 
Philadelphia.[4] Its name is a Delaware Indian word variously 
translated as "old town" or "open mouthn[2][S] 

Tuscarawas County comprises the New Philadelphia- Dover, OH 
Micropolitan Statistical Area, which is also included in the 
Cleveland- Akron-Canton, OH Combined Statistical Area. 

I 
I 
I Contents 

• l History 
• 2 Geography 

• 2.1 Adjacent counties 
• 3 Demographics 

• 3 .1 2000 census 
• 3.2 2010 census 

• 4 Politics 
• 5 Communities 

• 5.1 Cities 
• 5.2 Villages 
• 5.3 Townships 
• 5.4 Census-designated places 
• 5.5 Other unincorporated communities 

• 6 Notable people 
• 7 See also 
• 8 References 
• 9 Further reading 
• 10 External links 

History 

I 

For years, European-American colonists on the East Coast did not 
know much about the territory west of the Appalachian Mountains 
except for reports from a few explorers and fur traders who 
ventured into the aI"ea. In 1750, Christopher Gist of the Ohio Land 
Company explored the Tuscarawas Valley. His report of the area 
hinted at some natural riches and friendly American Indians. 

In 17 61 Moravian missionaries set out from Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania to set up a mission in the Tuscarawas Valley. 
Christian Frederick Post, David Zeisberger, and John 

https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuscarawas _County,_ Ohio 

Coordinates; 40.45°N 8l.47°W 

------- --------~ 

Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
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Tuscarawas County Courthouse ----

Founded 

Named for 

, Seat 

Largest city 
r---

1 Area 

Seal 

Location in the U.S . state of Ohio 

Ohio's location in the U.S. 

March 15, 1808[1] 

Delaware Indian word variously 
translated as "old town" or "open 
mouth".[21 

New Philadelphia 
New Philadelphia 
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Heckewelder met with Chief Neta\.vatwees of the western 
Delaware Indians, also known as the "Lenape". He invited them to 
the tribal village he had founded, Gekelemul.--pechunk (present-day 
Newcomerstown, Ohio). He granted the missionaries permission 
to build a cabin near the junction of the Sandy Creek and 
Tuscarawas River, ill present-day Stark County and begin 
Christianizing the natives. While they were successful in baptizing 
dozens of converts, they were forced to abandon the mission in 
1763 during the French and Indian War (part of the Seven Years' 
War). 

Again, at the request of Chief Netawatwees in 1771, David 
Zeisberger returned to found additional missions in the 
Tuscarawas Valley. In the spring of 1772, near the present site of 

•Total 
•Land 
•Water 

Population 
• (2010) 

i •Density 
L-- _: 

1 Congressional 
districts 

Timezone 
i----- - -

I Website 

571 sq mi (1 ,479 km2) 

568 sq mi (l ,471 krn2) 

3.8 sq mi ( lO km2) , 0.7% 

92,582 
163/sq mi (63/km2) 

6th, 7th 

Eastern: UTC-5/-4 

wvvw.co. tuscarawas.oh. us 
(http ://www.co.tuscarawas.oh.us) 

New Philadelphia, Ohio, Zeisberger, along with five converted Indian families established the mission of Schoenbrunn 
(beautiful spring). They built a school house and a chapel. In August of that year, John Heckawelder brought an 
additional 250 converted Delaware Christians into the village. 

In late summer 1772, they established a second settlement, roughly 10 miles away from Schoenbrunn, called 
Gnadenhutten (cabins of grace). On October 17, 1772, Zeisberger conducted the first religious service at Gnadenhutten. 
In 1776, ChiefNeta\.vatwes donated land for another settlement, Lichtenau (meadow of light), near present-day 
Coshocton, then the principal Delaware village in the region. [61 

The American Revolutionary War brought the demise of these first settlements. The Delmvares, who at the time 
populated much of eastern Ohio, were divided over their loyalties, with many in the west allied with the British out of 
Fort Detroit and many in the east allied with the Americans out of Fort Pitt. Delawares were involved in skim1ishes 
against both sides, but by 1781 the American sense was that the Delawares were allying \vith the British. In response, 
Colonel Daniel Brodhead of the American forces led an expedition out of Fort Pitt and on 19 April 1781 destroyed the 
settlement of Coshocton. Surviving residents fled to the north. Colonel Brodhead's forces left the Delawares at the other 
Moravian mission villages unmolested, but the actions set the stage for raised tensions in the area. 

In September 1781, British forces and Indian allies, primarily Wyandot and Delaware, forced the Christian Indians and 
missionaries from the remaining Moravian villages. The Indian allies took their prisoners further west toward Lake Erie 
to a new village, called Captive Town, on the Sandusky River. The British took the missionaries David Zeisberger and 
John Heckewelder under guard back to Fort Detroit, where the t\vo men were tried (but eventually acquitted) on charges 
of treason against the British Crown. 

The Indians at Captive Tmm were going hungry because of insufficient rations, and in February 1782, more than 100 
returned to their old Moravian villages to harvest the crops and collect the stored food they had been forced to leave 
behind. In early March 1782, 160 Pennsylvania militia led by Lieutenant Colonel David Williamson raided the villages 
and garrisoned the Indians in the village of Gnadenhutten, accusing them of taking part in raids into Pennsylvania. 
Although the Delawares denied the charges, the militia held a council and voted to kill them. The next morning on 8 
March, the militia tied up the Indians, stunned them with mallet blows to the head, and killed them with fatal scalping 
cuts. In all, the militia murdered and scalped 28 men, 29 women, and 39 children. They piled the bodies in the mission 
buildings and burned the village down. They also burned the other abandoned Moravian villages in the area. 

This action, which-came to be known as the Gnadenhutten massacre, caused an outright frontier war to break out 
between the Delawares and the Americans. After several years of ongoing campaigns by the natives to terrorize and 
keep out further American settlers, a brutal campaign by US General "Mad Anthony" Wayne from Fort Washington 
(now Cincinnati) was carried out in late 1793, eventually resulting in the Treaty of Greenville being signed in 1795 
between the US government and the local natives. The Treaty ceded the eastern % of current-day Ohio to white settlers 
and once again opened up the territory for white settlement. 

7/10/17, 9 :32 AM 
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In October, 1798, David Zeis berger, the same Moravian missionary who ad founded many of the original missions in 
the 1770s, returned to the Tuscarawas Valley to found a new mission, Goshen, from where he continued his work to 
Christianize the local natives. Over the next several years, farmer settlers from Pennsylvania came trickling into the 
area, and by 1808, the first permanent settlement, New Philadelphia, was founded near the Goshen mission. After the 
War of 1812, Goshen declined as a mission until it was disbanded in 1824_[7] 

Tuscarawas County was formed from Muskingum County on Feb. 15, 1808.[81 

Geography 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 571 square miles (1,480 km2), of which 568 square 
miles (1,470 km2) is land and 3.8 square miles (9.8 km2) (0.71%) is water.[9] 

Adjacent counties 

• Stark County (north) 
• Carroll County (northeast) 
• Harrison County (southeast) 
• Guernsey County (south) 
• Coshocton County (southwest) 
• Holmes County (northwest) 

Demographics 

d 

Age pyramid of 
Tuscarawas County, 
based on 2000 census 
information. 

In 2010, 94.7% spoke English, 1.4% Spanish, 1.1% 
Gennan, and 2.0% another West Germanic language.[151 

2000 census 

As of the census[I6] of 2000, there were 90,914 people, 
35,653 households, and 25,313 families residing in the 
county. The population density was 160 people per square 
mile (62/km2) . There were 38,113 housing units at an 
average density of 67 per square mile (26/k1112

). The racial 
makeup of the county \Vas 97.87% White, 0.73% Black or 
African American, 0.17% Native American, 0.24% 
Asian, 0.05% Pacific Islander, 0.21 % from other races, 
and 0.73% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of 
any race were 0.71% of the population. 95.3% spoke 

English, 1.3% German and 1.1 % Spanish as their first language. 

There were 35,653 households out of which 32.30% had children under the age of 18 
living with them, 58.10% were married couples living together, 9.30% had a female 
householder with Jio husband present, and 29. 00% were non-families. 24. 90% of all 
households were made up of individuals and 11.50% had someone living alone \.Vho 
was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.52 and the average 
family size was 3. 01. 

In the county, the age distribution of the population shows 25.40% under the age of 

Historical population 

Census J.>J% .%.:!= 
1810 3,045 
1820 8,328 173.5% 
1830 14,298 71.7% 
1840 25,631 79.3% 
1850 31,761 23.9% 
1860 32,463 2.2% 
1870 33,840 4.2% 
1880 40,198 18.8% 
1890 46,618 16.0% 
1900 53,751 15.3% 
1910 57,035 6.1% 
1920 63,578 11.5% 
1930 68,193 7.3% 
1940 68,816 0.9% 
1950 70,320 2.2% 
1960 76,789 9.2% 
1970 77,211 0.5% 
1980 84,614 9.6% 
1990 84,090 -0.6% 

/D 
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The Newcomerstown Historical Society is a group of volunteers 
who care about this little town located along the Tuscarawas River 
in Ohio. It is our mission to keep alive the history of 
Newcomerstown, Ohio. Thank you for visiting our site, and be sure 
to come see our museums - can you believe such a little town has 
two museums? The society meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 6:00 in The Olde Main Street Museum and Social Center. 
You are invited to join us. 

History of Newcomerstown 
The village began as a small settlement of English colonists east 

of modern-day Coshocton, as reported by Christopher Gist in 1756. 

The colonists were surrounded by Delaware Indians and the French 
and English trappers involved in the fur trade. No later than 1750, 
the Delawares, who called themselves Leni Lenape, settled a village. 
They called the village Gekelemukpechunk, but the white settle.r,,___, _ _ 
called it Newcomerstown, after the Delaware chieftain, Chief 
Newcomer. By 1776 more than seven hundred Delawares and a 
handful of colonists called the village home. 

According to other sources, 
the village got its name from a 
scandalous incident which 
happened in the local Delaware 
village. Chief Eagle Feather 
grew tired of his wife, Mary 
Harris, so when his tribe 
brought home captives, he chose 
one to be his new, younger wife. 
Enraged, Mary Harris killed the 
chief and the newcomer, and 
ran off. The warriors then 
hunted her down and killed her. 
They then named the village 
Newcomerstown in honor of the 
newcomer. 

Newcomerstown became an 
official village in 1814, when 
Nicholas Neighbor and a small 
group of settlers came to live 
here after the Delawares moved 

their settlement west to Coshocton. Newcomerstown was a very 
busy village during the days of the Ohio and Erie Canal, when it was 
located at locks twenty and twenty-one. 

share fj B t . 
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Newcomerstown, Ohio 

Newcomerstown began as a small village east of modern-
day Coshocton. In 1750, Christopher Gist reported that a 
small number of English colonists nearby. Among them was 
Thomas Burney, a blacksmith. Burney made a living 
providing local American Indian and trading groups --
especially the Lenape; and English and French trappers 
engaged in the fur trade -- with products in return for furs. No 
later than the 1760s, Lenape Newcomer constructed a vilage 
on the site. The original Lenape name of the town that 
became eventually known as Newcomerstown was 
"Gekelmukpechunk", although white settlers and traders 
named it Newcomerstown after the English exonym of the 
Lenape chieftain. Gekelmukpechunk quickly grew to become 
the largest Lenape village on the Tuscarawas River. By 

-----1 

Ntwcomtrstown 

1771, more than one hundred dwellings had been built. In 
1776, more than seven hundred Lenape and a handful of 
whites called the town home. Newcomerstown declined in 

__ (l_w/_Fil~Newcomersto~n_map.jp~) _ _ _ j 

importance during the American Revolution, as the Lenape began to consolidate in villages closer to 
Coshocton. 

See Also 
• Christopher Gist (/w/Christopher_Gist) 
• Netawatwees (/w/Netawatwees) 
• Delaware Indians (/w/Delaware_lndians) 

References 
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A 
BRIEF HISTORY 

OF 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio 

BY 

Supt. J. M. Richardson. 

Note : Only certain sections of this book will be included on this site. Names have been capitalized to help with identification . 

. Preface .. 

We have no apology to make for writing this Brief History of Tuscarawas County, other than to state that it 
resulted from a desire, on our part, to place the history of our county within easy reach of the boys and 
girls, especially the pupils of the public schools. We do not feel that we are able to add anything to the 
histories already written, nor to preserve the record of any event from oblivion_ The story has been well told 
by able writers, and, to a casual observer, it may seem that this unpretentious volume was not needed. AH 
previous publications on this subject are so voluminous and high priced as to be within the reach of those 
only, who are blessed with abundance of means to purchase. 

Carl LANGE, in his Theory of Apperception, would have the German boy begin the study of history by 
studying the fables and folk-lore of his locality. Our modern educators would have the child first study local 
geography. These educational opinions rest upon good psychological reasons. A newly settled country like 
ours, into which civilization has been transplanted from older countries, is without the legends and folk-lore 
of a people who have wrought out a civilization in the land which they, as a primitive race, inhabited. We 
believe that teaching the legends of Europe fails in its application to American youth. Then, in the absence 
of local folk-lore with which to begin the study of history, we know of nothing more fitting to supply the 
deficiency than the story of our early pioneers. The life of the story largely consists in the child's 
acquaintance with the locality, or the proximity it bears to him with respect to time and place. Therefore, it 
is to the pupils of the public schools that we respectfully dedicate our Brief History. 

THE AUTHOR 

Name. The name Tuscarawas, like a great many geographical names of our country, is one of Indian origin. 
The Tuscaroras of North Carolina migrated northward in the year 1711, and became a part of the 
Confederation afterward known as the Six Nations. It is claimed that a portion of this tribe afterward 
wandered westward, selected this portion of the state as their hunting-ground, and gave their name to the 
locality. The orthography of the word has been changed by substituting "aw" for "or" and thus changed it 
became the name the white men gave to the river and valley. In one of the Indian dialects the name means 
"open mouth." The definition, however, given by HECKENWELDER is probably more correct. He says that 
Tuscarawas means "old town," and that the oldest Indian town in the valley was situated near the present 
site of Bolivar and was called "Tuscarawa." If the Tuscaroras ever occupied the valley it must have been 
for only a short time, for the Delawares inhabited it when the first white men began to enter it. 

IJ 
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Geographical Position. The meridian of 80 degrees, 30 minutes, W. divides the county into nearly equal 
eastern and western parts, and the parallel of 40 degrees, 30 minutes, N. nearly bisects it into northern 
and southern parts. The point of intersection of these lines is about two miles west of New Philadelphia. 
The area of the county is about 550 square miles. The surface is partly level and partly rolling and hilly. 
The soil is very fertile, especially in the valleys of the Tuscarawas River and Sugar Creek. The hills abound 
in coal, iron ore and fire clay, and quarries in different parts furnish excellent building stone. The country 
was formerly covered with dense forest which the hand of industry has cleared away to give place to finely 
cultivated ·farms. 

·First White Men. --Perhaps the first white men in the county were English and French traders. In 1750 the 
Ohio Land Company sent out Christopher GIST to explore, survey and find the best land embraced in a 
grant of half a million acres lying on both sides of the Ohio River. Leaving the Potomac River in October, 
GIST crossed the Ohio nearthe confluence of the Alleghany and Monongahela. From there he traveled to 
the mouth of Beaver River and then crossed the country, reaching the Tuscarawas on the 5th of 
December, at a point near the site of Bolivar. On the 7th he crossed over to the Indian Town and found the 
natives to be in the interest of the French. He then followed the course of the river southward to where it 
unites with the Walhonding. Here he found a town of about one hundred families, a portion of whom 
favored the French, and a portion of whom favored the English interests. Arriving in sight of the village he 
saw the English colors floating over the tent of a chief and also over the cabin of an English trader. He 
learned that several depredations instigated by the French had already been committed, and that the 
property of English traders was being seized and sent to the French forts on the lakes. These were some 
of the beginnings of the war between the two nations for supremacy in America. 

Moravian Missionaries. --Earliest amont the Moravian missionaries to visit the Indians of the Tuscarawas, 
came Christian Frederick POST. He was born at Conitz, Prussia, in 1710, came to America in 1742, and 
from 1743 to 1749 labored as a missionary among the Moravian Indians in Connecticut and New York. In 
1761 he visited the Delawares at Tuscarawa (Bolivar) to instruct them in the doctrines of Christianity. He 
erected a cabin on the north bank of the Tuscarawas about a mile above Bolivar, in what is now Bethlehem 
township, Stark Co. This was the first house built by white men in Ohio, except for a few cabins that had 
been put up by traders and French Jesuits. Having performed the business entrusted to him, he returned 
to Bethlehem, Pa. Being impressed with the belief that he could convert the red men to Christianity, he 
returned again to the Tuscarawas in 1762, accompanied by John HECKENWELDER, then a young man 
nineteen years of age, who afterwards became famous in the mission fields of our country. 

POST found his cabin as he had left it, and he and young HECKEWELDER proceeded to make it a 
tenable home. Three acres of land were granted him by the Indians, which he at once began to clear. 
When the savages saw how rapidly the forest trees were felled by his ax, they called a council and 
summoned him to appear. They told him they feared the results of his cutting away the forest, for soon 
others would come and settle there and make many and larger clearings, just as the white men had farther 
east. He explained to them that he only desired a small field that he might plant and raise vegetables for 
his subsistance, so as not to become a burden upon his friends, the Indians. They replied that if he was 
sent to them by the Great Father, as he said, that he should also secure his support from the same source. 
That the French missionaries at Detroit desired only a very small garden spot in which to cultivate flowers 
which the white men love so well. The council then decided to give POST even a larger garden spot than 
the missionaries at Detroit possessed. They agreed that it should be fifty steps each way, and the next day 
Captain PIPE, one of their chieftains stepped it off for him, and though small, the white man had secured 
an inheritance on the banks of the beautiful Tuscarawas. 

An Indian treaty meeting had been appointed at Lancaster t~at summer, and Mr. POST attended. He 
~\1 induced several of the Indian to attend with him. Young HECKEWELDER was left in charge of the mission 

~ "i::\ to instruct the children during POST'S absence. In a short time after POST'S departure it became known to 
,. HECKEWELDER that the Indians, at the instigation of the French, were taking up arms against the 
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English. He wrote to POST telling him of his critical situation, and received an answer advising him to quit 
the mission and leave the country lest he should be murdered. He set out in October with some traders, for 
Pittsburg, and on the way met Mr. POST and Alexander MCKEE, an Indian agent, and apprised them of 
the danger of attempting to visit the Indian towns. MCKEE was on his way to receive some captives whom 
the savages had agreed to liberate. MCKEE returned without any prisoners and POST saved himself by 
flight. This first attempt at establishing a mission among the Indians was a failure. POST married an Indian 
woman named Rachel who died in 1747, and two years later married another Indian woman named 
Agnes. After her death in 1751, he married a white woman. It is said that on account of his Indian 
marriages he did not secure the full co-operation of the Moravian authorities. 

After leaving Ohio in 1762, POST proceeded to establish a mission among the Mosquito Indians on the 
Bay of Honduras, Central America. He afterward untited with the Protestant Episcopal Church and died at 
Germantown, Pa., April 29, 1785. 

Schoenbrunn. --In the spring of 1771 ZEISBERGER visited Gekelemupechunk, capital of the Delawares in 
the Tuscarawas valley, for the purpose of making arrangements for the establishing of a mission. While 
among the Indians on this trip he preached a sermon to them. The small-pox was raging among them at 
this time. Early in 1772, with a number of Christian Indians he again visited the Delawares and asked 
permission to settle in the valley and to establish a mission. He was received with great favor and was the 
guest of NELAWOTWES the chief of the nation, who granted him land wherin to establish this mission. The 
reason the Indians were so pleased with his coming was because the scourge of small-pox had 
disappeared from among them, which disappearance they attributed to the effects of his sermon the year 
before. The grant he received consisted of the land lying between the mouths of Stillwater and Old Town 
creeks, nearly opposite New Philadelphia. On this grant the missionary and twentyeight persons settled a 
place they called Schoenbrunn (Beautiful Spring). 

In the same year a large body of Christian Indians, about three hundred in number, left their settlement on 
the Susquehana, and marching westward under the leadership of Rev. John ETWIN arrived at the 
missionary settlement on the Big Beaver early in August. They carried with them all their agricultural 
implements and household effects besides a large number of horses and about seventy head of cattle. The 
entire company left Big Beaver August 5th, accompanied by ETWIN, ZEISBERGER and HECKEWELDER, 
and arrived at Schoenbrunn on the 23rd of August, 1772. They decided at once to make a permanent 
settlement, and sent a delegation to Gekelemukpechunk announcing their arrival. The chiefs in council met 
the delegation with many expressions of friendship, and the event was celebrated by holding a grand feast. 
The new comers were visited daily by their neighbors who came to see them putting up buildings, plowing 
the ground, etc.; but what surprised them most was that so many Indians could live peaceably and happily 
together and devote themselves to laboring in the fields. Encouraged by the manifestations of friendship on 
the part of the uncivilized Indians, the missionaries decided to build a chapel at Schoenbrunn. It was built 
of square timber, thirty six by forty feet, shingle roofed with cupola and bell. How that bell must have rung 
out glad tidings to the children of the forest! They laid out their town regularly, with wide streets, and kept 
out the cattle by good fences, and adopted a code of rules of government which are given here verbatim 
from HECKEWELDER'S narrative: 

1. We will know of no God, nor worship any other but him who has created us, and redeemed us with his 
most precious blood. 
2. We will rest from all labor on Sundays, and attend the usual meetings on that day for divine service. 
3. We will honor father and mother, and support them in age and distress. 
4. No one shall be permitted to dwell with us, without the consent of our teachers. 
5. No theives, murderers, drunkards, adulterers, and whoren:iongers shall be suffered among us. 
6 . No one that attendeth dances, sacrifices or heathenish festivals, can live among 
US. 
7. No one using Tschappich (or witchcraft) in hunting, shall be suffered among us. 
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8. We will renounce all juggles, lies, and deceits of Satan. 
9. We will be obedient to our teachers, and to the helpers -- national assistants - who are appointed to see 
that good order be kept both in and out of the town. 
10. We will not be idle and lazy; nor tell lies of one another; not strike each other; we will live peaceably 
together. 
11. Whosoever does any harm to another's cattle, goods, or effects, &c., shall pay the damage. 
12. A man shall have only one wife -- love her and provide for her, and the children. Likewise a woman 
shall have but one husband and be obedient unto him; she shall also take care of the children, and be 
cleanly in all things. · 
13. We will not permit any rum, or spirituous liquors, to be brought into our towns. If strangers or traders 
happen to bring any, the helpers -- national assistants -- are to take it into their possession, and take care 
not to deliver it to them until they set off again. 
14. None of the inhabitants shall run in debt with traders, nor receive goods on commission for traders, 
without the consent of the national assistants. 
15. No one is to go on a journey or long hunt without informing the minister or stewards of it. 
16. Young people are not to marry without the consent of their parents, and taking their advice. 
17. If the stewards or helpers apply to the inhabitants for assistance, in doing work for the benefit of the 
place, such as building meeting and school houses, clearing and fencing lands, &c., they are to be obeyed. 
18. All necessary contributions for the public ought cheerfully to be attended to. 

The above rules were made and adopted at a time when there was profound peace; when, however, six 
years afterward (during the revolutionary war) individuals of the Delaware Nation took up the hatchet to join 
in the conflict, the national assistant proposed and insisted on having the following additional rules added, 
namely: 

19. No man inclining to go to war -- which is the shedding of blood, can remain 
amid us. 
20. Whosoever purchases goods or articles of warriors, knowing at the time that such have been stolen or 
plundered, must leave us. We look upon this as giving encouragement to murder and theft. 

Any person desiring to live in the community was requested to promise to conform strictly to the above 
rules. In case any person violated them, he or she was first admonished and reprimanded and if that 
proved ineffectual the offender was expelled. Other rules were adopted as the circumstances encumbent 
on the growth of the community demanded. 

Gnadenhutten. --The absence of ZEISBERGER from Big Beaver soon induced the Indians at that place to 
abandon their settlement in order to join the settlers on the Tuscarawas. A portion traveled across the 
country under the leadership of their missionary, ROTHE. The remainder with HECKEWELDER embarked 
in twenty-two canoes and paddled down the Ohio to the mouth of the Muskingum and thence up that river 
and the Tuscarawas to Schoenbrunn, where, after much suffering and many hardships, they joined their 
brethren. Besides this , new converts from the Delawares were constantly coming in , and it became 
necessary to establish a new settlement. A site was selected ten miles down the river and a town was laid 
out in regular order, with wide streets. They put up a chapel with cupola and bell, the same as at 
Schoenburnn, and gave the place the name of Gnadenhutten, which it retains to this day. The name 
Gnadenhutten means "Tents of Grace." This home of the Christian Indians is mentioned by Longfellow in 
his "Evangeline ."The heroine of the poem visits the village on her search for Gabriel. .. 

Needing a resident minister, they sent some Christian Indians to Bethlehem, Pa., to bring Rev. SCHMICK 
and his wife, who arrived at the village .on the 18th day of August, 1773, and took up their residence in a 
new house built expressly for them. · 

Schoenbrunn and Gnadenhutten grew and prospered, and soon another settlement was established at 
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Salem, the site of which is about three-fourths of a mile from Port Washington. 

The year 177 4 brought trouble to the missionaries and their settlements at Schoenbrunn and 
Gnadenhutten. A war broke. out between the white settlers of Virginia and the Mingo, Wyandot and 
Shawanese tribes dwelling on the north side of the Ohio. War parties came and hovered around the 
missions, so that the few white people living there were constantly in danger of their lives, and dare not 
leave their houses. The peril of the missionaries became so great that their Indian converts guarded their 
homes day and night. The Christian Indians and the Delawares eserted all their influence to bring the war 
to a close and establish peace. They' were the objects of suspicion from the Virginians and from the hostile 
tribes. This border war lasted throughout the year, but a peace was finally concluded, and the year 1775 
found the mission station of the Tuscarawas again prosperous and happy. 

During the troubles of 1774, New Comerstown seems to have been the rendezevous for noted white men 
as well as for the Indians. There at times met MCKEE, ANDERSON and SIMON GIRTY and we notice the 
fact that while ZEISBERGER and HECKEWELDER at Schoenbrunn and Gnadenhutten were civilizing the 
Indians, the other Indians at New Comerstown were making savages of the white men. MCKEE, 
ANDERSON and GIRTY were of Irish descent and came to Ohio from the Susquehanna where their 
parents had settled at an early day. 
Read more about Gnadenhutten. 

Last of the Moravians in Ohio. --On the 4th of August, 1823, a treaty was entered into at Gnadengutten, 
between Lewis CASS, Gorernor of Michigan, on the part of the United States, and Lewis DE 
SCHWENNTZ, on the part of the society, as a preliminary step to the retrocession of the lands to the 
government. The members of the society agreed to relinquish all their right and title in the lands on 
condition that the government would pay $6,654, being but a small portion of the money that had been 
expended. In order that the agreements of the treaty might be legal, it was necessary to have the written 
consent of the Indians for whose benefit the land had been donated. These embraced the remainder of the 
Christian Indians formerly settled on the land, including KILLBUCK and his descendants, and the nephews 
and descendants of the late Captain WHITE EYES, Delaware chiefs. The Goshen Indians as they were 
now called, repaired to Detroit for the purpose of completing the contract. On the 8th of November they 
signed a treaty with Gov. CASS, in which they agreed to relinquish the twelve thousand acres in 
Tuscarawas county, for twenty four thousand acres in one of the territories, to be designated by the U. S. 
government, together with an annuity of $400. A provision went with this latter stipulation, which rendered 
its payment uncertain. The Indians never returned. Most of them took up their habitation at a Moravian 
mission station on the River Thames, C~nada. By an act of congress passed in May 1824, their former 
inheritance at Schoenbrunn, Gnadengutten and Salem, was surveyed into farm lots and sold. 

New Comer's Town --It is difficult to obtain the accurate history of New Comerstown previous to the 
settlement of the county by the whites. We know that near the present town of that name, there was an 
Indian village of considerable size; that the chieftain, NETAWOTWES, lived in a house built of logs, with 
board floors, stairway and shingle roof, in fact a kingly palace compared to the ordinary Indian hut. It was a 
rendezvous for traders, hunters, trappers and renegades. The Indian name of the place was 
Gekelemukpechunk. By this name it was known to ZEISBERGER and the other missionaries. Translated it 
means "New Comer's Town." The Indians named the place New Comerstown, probable in honor of king 
NEWCOMER, their former chief. It consisted of about one hundred houses mostly built of logs. This gave 
the place some _appearance of permanence, and the Indians cultivated as much as three hundred acres of 
the contiguous territory. As the Indians were driven westward, the traders, hunters and trappers moved 
with them. The first permanent white settlers of the town cannot be determined definitely. John MULVANE 
was dwelling in the valley as early as 1804, as shown by a r1:1nning account he then had at the 
Gnadengutten store of David PETER. David JOHNSON and a Mr. SILLS settled in the valley soon after. 
Read more about Newcomerstown. 
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Rev. David Jones at New Comerstown. --In the year 1773, Rev. David JONES, a Presbyterian minister, was 
sent out from Philadelphia city to the Scioto and Muskingum valley, with the view of establishing a mission. 
On his arrival at Schoenbrunn, he found ZEISBERGER had planted colonies along the Tuscarawas, and 
as they gave evidence of success, Jones proceeded on south and spent some time among the 
Shawanese, but found no encouragement among them. He therefore returned to the Tuscarawas valley to 
New Comerstown. Here the Indians were holding a great feast and dance in which whisky, procured from 
traders, was the principal performer. Very naturally they were in no mood to listen to sermons, and refused 
to give Mr. JONES permission to preach. They shut him up in one of the huts and put a guard around it, 
and some proposed to kill him, but one of their chiefs, called KILLBUCK, interfered and saved his life. 

The festivities over, they listened to the preacher who spoke much against the use of whisky, and made 
such an impression on the mind of Chief KILLBUCK that he became a convert and was opposed to 
intemperance ever afterward. KILLBUCK did not believe in any halfway measures in the matter of reform 
and while Mr. JONES remained at New Comerstown, destroyed all the liquor on hand, and notified the 
traders that if they brought any more whisky among the Indians they (the traders) would be scalped. Such 
a decided position on the temperance question did not give much room for argument. It aroused the enmity 
of the drinking Indians against the preacher and they again threatened his life. His danger becoming very 
great, the chief escorted him to Gnadenhutten, and from there to Schoenbrunn, from which place the 
Moravian Indians saw him safe to Fort Pitt. 

In the year 1774 the Delawares removed their capital to Goshockunk (Coshocton .) As a tribe they usually 
used their influence to maintain peace between the white settlers and the Indians; but when the 
Revolutionary War broke out the tribe became divided in its allegiance to the Colonists and the British. 
GIRTY, MCKEE, ANDERSON and ELLIOT went among them trying to inflame them against the 
Americans. They were seconded in their efforts by a number of deserters from Fort Pitt. The greater 
portion of the Delawares under the leadership of Captain PIPE, were drawn over to the British cause, while 
a portion with KILLBUCK as leader, remained friendly to that of the Americans. KILLBUCK with his 
followers returned to the old capital at New Comerstown, where they did good service in the cause of the 
colonies by giving the settlers on the frontier timely warnings of the intended raids of their hostile brethren, 
and acting as a check upon their movements. Associated with KILLBUCK in his friendly offices in behalf of 
the colonies, was another chieftan, Captain WHITE EYES, who should be remembered with feelings of 
gratitude on account of his unwavering devotion to the interest of the Americans. 

© J.M. Richardson. Used with the permission of author's daughter 1999, 2000, 2001 , 2002, 2003, 2004 
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WIKIPEDIA 

N etawatwees 
Netawatwees (c. 1686-1776) was principal chief of the Delaware Del~w¥~ (Lenape) 
chief of the Unarni also known as the Turtle Clan which is the head clan of the 
Lenape[1J. Hi~ name, meaning "skilled advisor," is spelled in a variety of ways in 
colonial records. Depending on the language of the recorder, it was transliterated as 
Netawatwees, Netahutquemaled, Netodwehement, and Netautwhalemund. In English, 
he was known as the Newcomer. 

During the French~nd_lndian War, he led his tribe to present-day Ohio and the 
confluence of the Tuss:arawas Riv~r with the Muskiggum River, where he was chief of 
the village Gekelukpechink. Later he moved with his Lenape tribe to the village of 
Coshocton, a center of their settlement on the Tuscarawas. He signed the Fort Pitt 
treaty with Continental/United States forces~ allying with the rebels and hoping to gain 
a Native American state in the new nation. 

Biography 
Netawatwees was probably born in the lower Delaware River Valley around 1686.f2J ~· 
He was part of the Unarni-speaking Lenape, the southern part of this coastal people 
whose territory extended to the lower Hudson River, western Long Island, and 
Connecticut. When he was young, he moved west with his family and tribe to escape 

Netawatwees 
Netahutquemaled, 

Netodwehement, or 
Netautwhalemund 

Lenapeleader 

Succeeded by White Eyes 

Personal details 

Born c. 1686 

Died 

Children 

Probably Delaware 
River valley 

1776 

Son Bemino (John 
Killbuck Sr.) , 
grandson 
Gelelemend (John 
Killbuck Jr.) 

encroachrrient from European-American colonists. In July 1758, he was living in a Delaware Indian settlement at the mouth 
of Beaver Creek, a tributary of the Ohio_ffi~er below Pittsburgh. Records identify him as "ye great man of the Unami 
nation." 

Netawatwees moved to Ohio with other migrant Delaware during the French and Indian War (1754- 63). He favored 
alliances with the English in that conflict, which was part of the Seven Years' War between England and France in 
EuropeJ2 J He established a village near present-day Cuyahoga Fall~. 

From there, he moved to the I uscarawas, a tributary of the Musking!!!_!!., where he became chieftain of the Delaware town 
called Gekelukpechink, meaning "still water." This town, which became known as Newcomer's Town, was on the north bank 
of the Tuscarawas on the eastern outskirts of present-day Newcomerstown. [3]The Great Council met here until the 
Delaware population was consolidated at nearby Coshocton. 

Although Netawatwees never converted to Christianity, he was influenced by the Mor1!Yil!!! missionaries. Infirm in his old 
age, he was succeeded by White Eyes in 1776. His dying word on October 31, 1776, implored the Delaware to give up their 
native practices and follow the teachings of the Moravian pastors. 

Family 
Netawatwees married and he and his wife had a family together. Their son Bemino (John Killbuck Sr.) became a renowned 
war leader allied with the French during the French and Indian War. His grandson was Gelelemend (1737-1811), or John 
Killbuck Jr., a Delaware chief active during the American Revolutionary War. 

References 
1. http://www.lenapelifeways.org/lenape1 .htm 
2. "Netawatwee~ - Newcomer - Ohio History Ce~ral - A product of the Ohio Historical Society" (http://www.ohiohistorycent 

ral.org/entry.php?rec=286). Retrieved 2012-02-23. 
3. One war captive who was a member of this communuty was Mary Harris who had been about 10 years old in the 1704 

raid on Deerfield Massachusetts; in 1751 she was living in the Delaware town Gekelukpechink aka Newcomer's Town 
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Daughter of Chief Netawatwees 
Jo ... 
daughter 
Koquethagechton White Eyes, 
Sach ... 
son 
Chief Nutimus, Unami (Turtl~) 
Cl ... 
father 

Daughter of Netawatweesd 
Anderson 
daughter 
Private 
child 

About Netawatwees "New Comer", Chief of the Delaware 

Wife Of Netawatwees, of 
LenapeD ... 
wife 
Daughter of Chief Tamanend 
mother 

Netawatwees, A Delaware chief, born about 1677, died at Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1776. Netawatwees was one of the 
signers of the treaty of Conestoga in 1718. As he belonged to the important Unami, or Turtle division of the tribe, he 
became chief of this division according to usage and in consequence thereof head chief of the tribe, To him were 
committed all the tokens of contracts, such a wampum belts, obligatory writings, with the sign manual of William Penn 
and others down to the time, that he and his people were forced to leave Pennsylvania and retire to Ohio, where they 
settled on Cayuga river. He failed to attend the treaty with Bouquet in 1763, and when this officer and Bradstreet with 
their troops approached his settlement he attempted to escape, but was captured and deposed from his chieftancy 
until the conclusion of peace, when he was reinstated by his tribe. He became a convert to Christianity in his later 
years and urged other leaders to follow his example. On his death he was succeeded by V\Jhite Eyes. 

Source: http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/delaware/delawarechiefs.htm 

Netawatwees (1678-1776} was a Delaware chief of the Turtle subtribe. His name, meaning "skilled advisor," appears 
in the colonial records as Netawatwees, Netahutquemaled, Netodwehement, and Netautwhalemund. In English, he 
was known as the Newcomer. [edit] Biography 

Probably born in the Delaware River valley around 1678, the young Netawatwees was forced to move west with other 
members of his tribe due to white pressures. In July of 1758, he was living in a Delaware Indian settlement at the 
mouth of Beaver Creek, a tributary of the Ohio River below Pittsburgh, where records identify him as "ye great man of 
the Unami nation." 

Netawatwees moved to Ohio with other migrant Delaware during the French and Indian War (1754-63} and 
established a _village near present-day Cuyahoga Falls. From there, he moved to the Tuscarawas, a tributary of the 
Muskingum, where he became chieftain of the Delaware town called Gekelukpechink, meaning "still water." This town, 
which became known as Newcomer's Town, was on the north bank of the Tuscarawas on the eastern outskirts of 
present-day Newcomerstown. The Great Council met here until the Delaware population was consolidated at nearby 
Coshocton. 

Although Netawatwees never converted to Christianity, the Moravian missionaries made a strong impression on him. 
Infirm in his old age, he was succeeded by V\lhite Eyes in 1776. His dying word on October 31 , 1776, implored the 
Delaware to give up their native practices and follow the teachings of the Moravian pastors. 

Netawatwees' son was Bemino (John Killbuck Sr.}, a renowned war leader on the French side during the French and 
Indian War. His grandson was Gelelemend (1737-1811}, or John Killbuck Jr., a Delaware chief during the American 
Revolutionary War. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netawatwees 

Netawatwees, the "Skilled Advisor'' 1678-1776 , Pennsylvania and Ohio Netawatwees - Translation Skilled Advisor, 
English name Newcomer, and sometimes called "King ... He was said to have been born in 1678 in Pennsylvania. In 
1828 Netawatwees signed the Treaty of Conestoga. He became Chief of the Unami after the death of Sasoonan 
(whom see} and keeper of the wampum and other records. He died in Pittsburgh on 31October1776 and was 
succeeded by Captain VVhite Eyes. (Lenape Nation on the Web} Netawatwees united several scattered Delaware 
groups in Ohio in the mid-1800s. He lived at Saukink (Beaver, Pennsylvania} and later at Newcomerstown 
(Tuscarawas County, Ohio}. He probably succeeded Shingas as Delaware Head Chief by 1757 and was replaced by 
VVhite Eyes, who was the Head War Chief. [Note the different versions of succession in these two accounts.] He was 
succeeded as Turtle Chief by his grandson (his son's son) Gelelemend (Killbuck} (Smithsonian*, 223) He was keeper 
of the wampum for the Unami. (Some equate the Turtle with the Unami. (Cranor, Kik-Tha-V\Jhe-Nund), p. 2) Newcomer 
- English name for Netawatwees From: http://lenapedelawarehistory.net/mirror/persN-Z.htm 

Julia Sorrunerkamp added this on 16 Jan 2009 

Biography of Netawatwees ("Newcomer'' in English} Source: http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/9212950/person 
/-832347709/media/2?pgnum= 1&pg=O&pgpl=pid%7 cpgNum 
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Newcomerstown, Ohio 

AKA: Gekelmukpechunk 

Newcomerstown began. as a small village east of modern-day Coshocton. In 1750, 
Christopher Gist reported that a small number of English colonists nearby. Among 
them was Thomas Burney, a blacksmith. Burney made a living providing local 
American Indian and trading groups -- especially the Lenape; and English and French 
trappers engaged in the fur trade -- with products in return for furs. No later than the 
1760s, Lenape Newcomer constructed a vilage on the site. The original Lenape name 
of the town that became eventually known as Newcomerstown was 
"Gekelmukpechunk", although white settlers and trad~rs named it Newcomerstown 
after the English exonym of the Lenape chieftain . Gekelmukpechunk quickiy grew to 
become the largest Lenape village on the Tuscarawas River. By 1771, more than one 
hundred dwellings had been built. In 1776, more than seven hundred Lenape and a 
handful of whites called the town home. Newcomerstown· declined in importance during 
the American Revolution, as the Lenape began to consolidate in villages closer to 
Coshocton. 

Netawatwees 
was probably born in the lower Delaware River Valley around 1686. He was part of 
the Unami-speaking Lenape, the southern pa:1 of this coastal people whose territory 
extended to the lower Hudson River, western Long Island , and Connecticut. When he 
was young, he moved west with his family and tribe to escape encroachment from 
European-American colonists. In July 1758, he was living in a Delaware Indian 
settlement at the mouth of Beaver Creek, a tributary of the OhioRiver below Pittsburgh. 
Records identify him as "ye great man of the Unami nation." 

Netawatwees moved to Ohio with other migrant Delaware during the French and Indian 
War (1754-63). He favored alliances with the English in that conflict, which was part of 
the Seven Years' War between England and France in Europe.Pl He established a 
village near present-dayCuyahoga Falls. 

From there, he moved to the Tuscarawas, a tributary of the Muskingum, where he 
became chieftain of the Delaware town called Gekelukpechink, meaning "stiil water." 
This town, which became known as Newcomer's Town , was on the north bank of the 
Tuscarawas on the eastern outskirts of prese:it-day Newcomerstown. The Great 
Council met here until the Delaware population was consolidated at nearby Coshocton. 

Although Netawatwees never converted to Christianity, he was influenced by 
the Moravian missionaries. Infirm in his old age, he was succeeded byWhite Eyes in 
1776. His dying word on October 31 , 1776, implored the Delaware to give up their 
native practices and follow the teachings of the Moravian pastors. 

Family 
Netawatwees married and he and his wife had a family together. Their son 
Bemino (John Killbuck Sr.) became a renowned war leader allied with the French 
during the French and Indian War. His grandson was Gelelemend(1737-1811), or John 
Killbuck Jr., a Delaware chief active during the American Revolutionary War. 
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Chief Killbuck was actually 3 different people 

By Amber Kanuckel 

Killbuck is a local figure that is made famous through the name of the Killbuck Creek and the small town of Killbuck, located 
south of Millersburg. There are so many myths and legends surrounding Chief Killbuck it is difficult to separate fact from fiction . For 
starters there were at least three Lenape men who were known by th.is name. The Killbucks were a family of notable pro-American 
Delaware Indians who worked hard to safeguard their people before, during and after the American Revolution. According to Linda 
Frennette, a historian with the Killbuck Valley Historical Society, "The first Chief Killbuck was called Netawatwees. His son was called 
John Killbuck. The third was called Gelelemend. He was born in 1737." 

Not all histories give the Killbuck name to Netawatwees, but he was the first of the Killbuck family line. It is thought he was 
born amongst his people in the Delaware River Valley sometime between 1677 and 1686. This was during the time the Delaware 
Nation was being driven westward by the encroachment of settlers. i:ventually Netawatwees and his group ended up in Ohio, and 
Netawatwees himself became the chieftain of a town called Gekelemukpechunt, which was located on the outskirts of present-day 
Newcomerstown. Netawatwees, though he never converted to Christianity, was a friend to Moravian missionaries who were 
traveling among Native Americans at the time. He also was an ally to the American rebel forces against the British, and before he 
passed away in 1776, he entered into agreements with the Americans that allowed the Americans onto Delaware lands. 

The second "Chief Ki llbuck" was Netawatwees's son Bemino, whose English name was John Killbuc:<. There is some dispute 
over whether Bemino was an actual Delaware chieftain. Most histor:es agree that he was not technically a chieftain, but it is known 
that he was a medicine man <ind a war leader during the French and Indian War between 1754 and 1763. Killbuck sided with the 
French against the British anc! in later years - the Revolutionary W'i:J r yea rs - was known to be pro-America n.Bemino also formed 
Killbuck Town, which was a small Delaware village north of present-day Holmesville. According to Frennette, "Killbuck Town was 
considered one of the three major Indian villages in the area." 

Bemino was one of U1e chief advisors to Chief White Eyes, who was one of the most important leacers of the Delaware , 
Nation. Whit e Eyes was notable in that he spoke on behalf of his people at the 1776 Continental Congress. In 1778 he signed the Fort 
Pitt Treaty, a treaty that pror<i ise.d to give the Delaware people statehood and representation in Congress. j ohn Killbuck's son 
Gelelemend was the third Chief Killbuck, known as John Killbuck, Jr. Born in Pennsylvania, he, like his father and grandfather, was 
part of the Delaware migration westward . Gelelemend was quite possib ly the most influential of the Killbucks, and he, along with 
Chief White Eyes, was a signatory on the Fort Pitt Treaty. 

The problem at the time of the signing of the treaty, the issue that defined Gelelemend's life, was the Delaware Nation was 
deeply divided in their opinions over whether they should ally with or fight against the Americans following the Revolutionary War. 
Not long after the Fort Pitt Treaty was signed, Chief White Eyes was assassinated by an American militiaman, which left Gelelemend 
as chieftain over a deeply divided people. The Delaware Nation split, leaving Gelelemend to lead the pro-American Indians while the 
rest of the Delaware allied with the British and resettled in Canada. After the Delaware split, Gelelemend was forced out of power. 
He relied on his relat ionship with the Americans to survive, and in 1781 he guided Captain Brodhead on an expedition to destroy 
Coshocton, which was the Delaware Nation capital that Gelelemend had once led. 

Once this battle was over, Gelelemend returned to Fort Pitt, where he lived until 1785. In 1788 he finally decided to join the 
ranks of the Moravian Christians, and in so doing, traveled to the Salem, Ohio Moravian Mission, where he was baptized with the 
name of William Henry. It is thought this new name was in honor of a man who had rescued Gelelemend during the French and 
Indian War. Gelelemend went on to become the most famous of the Moravi,an converts in the Delaware Nation, and he continued 
his missionary work among the Delawares until his death in 1811 in Goshen, Ohio."William Henry Killbuck {aka John Killbuck, Jr. and 
Gelelemend) became a friend of the Moravian minister David Zeisberger. They are buried side by side in Goshen, Ohio, not far from 
t he restored Moravian village of Schoenbrunn," Frennette said . The story told by Frennette about present-day Killbuck and Killbuck 
Creek goes something like this : "Abraham Shrimplin was hunting near the village of his Indian friends near the S-curve of the Killbuck 
Creek. He shot a deer from a great distance, a shot having to cross water twice before felling the animal in its tracks. In doing this, 
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, · . Revs. Charles Beatty (L) and Geoige . DUffleld ·speak to lndian,s at the present location of 
· _Newcomerstown In September 1766. The painting was done by Mr. and Mrs. Will/am Lucas, former 

· members, and hangs In a Presbyterian Church at Coshocton. 

Nc'town started with .cabin 
The original piat of . ~ewcomerstown, laid out In 

1827 by Nicholas Neighbor, contained 31 lots 'on both 
sides of the Ohio-Erie Canal. · 

·.At the time it was fo~nded, the village contained on-
ly~ log cabin that had been built by Neighbor In 1813, 

·when he anived from Morris County, N .J., and pur-
roased 199.0 .acres :In the· northwest comer_ of Oxford 

Township. The next y~ar he led 60 pioneers, nearly all 
of them either relatives or close friends, to the 
Tu5carawas Valley. 

They accepted the name Newcomer's Town that 
had been given to the site - after the Indian chief 
Netawatwes, also called King Newcomer - ·and that Is 
the n.ame Neighbor gave to his new town. It had, In 
the meantime, however, been dubbed Ne.ighbortown 

. be~ause of (!Ill the Neighbors residing in the area. . . 
Neighbor erected the first store In th~ village shortly 

, ·after It was founded and operated it along with J acob 
Overholt. Neighbor, ~h~ _for "':. time had resided In. 

. N«i!w Philadelphia where lie served as associate judge 
'of Common Pleas Court'from 1818 to 1832, was the 
fir~ postmaster. · 

The first tann¢ry was opened by Aaron Schenck 
about 1827 and a second one was placed Into opera-

: Hon five or.six years latei by David Mulvane. 
. The first sawmillwas built by Edmund Smith about. 
· 1833 and ·Jacob J . Miller, Neighbor's son-in-law, 
.opened the first tavern In 1835 . 

. William Gardner and Paul Roberts erected the first 
flour mill as early as 1836 and James Pilling started a · 
woolen mill In 1838. 

The first church was constructed by the.Methodist . 
Episcopal Society organlied · 1n 1830 with ·. Rev.· 

"Donahue as pastor. The Evan~ellcal English Lutheran 
·Church with Rev. E. Greenwalt of New Philadelphia · 

. .as pastor, constructed a church In 1838. 
-Bird's~eye view ()f Newco111_ers!()W11 , Newcomerstown was Incorporated In 1868. John. ' ~: 

. . ·- -. '- ··-:~ ,.,,.-- -·-· ~'""r.:. · -- ·-:·~- --, -,..- I Wilson was the first mayor. . .~'. ; . }t,; 
· · ~~~·~·~ • \~ . -;;;~t~~~····~· · .. 't·~~~~: :\\~1;...,~. ;-;.:.;1~.,~.~~~x-·· ..... - ... . . ..... · <; -~· 

~'i: "' ~ •hl11;,.;.J~·~,.~ .,,, -~,,.,·1 . "'' ".;,~. ', ":-S:~~ ...... ~~~~~,~~~~~-=·'(,• ' :~ 
- ... ~~· ... ~ "·· ~·. ·~ ... ;t!~ t ,._ >. t')C.!• • ~'X~~~~~::;..~,~~·~~~~ ' . ' -"~'.A ····~ . ,. ~: 
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.· 
' 1so,g;:Ohio 
first state 
in Old 
Northwest 

Ohio was formed In 1803 out of the North~est Ter-
_ritory - the vast tract of land . lying-' west of Penn-
sylvania, north of the ,Ohio River and east of the 
Mississippi. · · ,. 

Claimed by France 'on the basis of explorations by 
LaSalle and other Frenchmen, it was ceded to Great 
Britain following the French and Indian War (1754-
1763): Great Britain, in tum, relinquished clah1' to the 
territory in. the Treaty of Paris In 1783 at the conduslon 
of the Revolutionary War, and it ultimately came 
under the control of Congress. 

The territory was di~ided in 1800 into the Northw~ 
and the Indiana territories and Ohio, three years later; 
became the first state admitted to the union from the 
entire bid Northwest. Indiana became a state in 1816, · 
Illinois iri '.'1818, MiChigan In 1837 and Wi&corisln ·In 
1848 - all carved from the Old' Northwest. . . . 

The Ordinance of 1787 allo~ed the go"1emor of the 
Northwest Territory to lay out counties and townships, 
subject to later alterations by the legislatu:re, as soon as 
there wete 5000 free male inhabitants oUull age within . 
the district (women didn't count).- · 

' :, . '· ., _I~: _. . . \ '( " . ~ ... 
. :Ohio cot,lnties Jn 181)2 · •. , .•· · 

. . • . .. • '\;:;;.c. ,,./ -, ',.:; ·.: . , .:'-f; :.·· , . . ·. ; 
: Edwar<;f Tiffin:'Of Cpillicotpe, who· bad · sel'Ved as · · 
speaker of'the ·terrltorOO: house of representatives and ' 
presided over the coristitutio.naJ convention In 1802 
w~s·elected the first governor. He served until 1807. · ' 

' . The ··st~ie . capital· was located at ·Chillicothe until " 
181.0, at Zan~vllle. u~til ~8·~2. an(i'at"Chillicothe again . 
until 181(), ~hen Columbus was made the pemiament 
capital. · · .· . . 

. ! 

}~~'-: .. ,. .•. • · ,-, _ .. .-. ,,· ... ," · ··'i" ,,..· . . ; ;·"...· ( · ,· ... .. , • ... . •' · , •" ."···"'l. •. ·.f. •/ .. ' .... : '1- -" · .;'°~··· 
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OXFORD TOWNSHIP. 
OX(onl ' l'.1\\ 11 hi() fir.s t CO lllpri -l'rl !hi' lt'l'lilOl'j ll<J\\ ill (IX ford , J'1•r r_v , a oil \\" }1111 g l o 11 , :111.f 

1h1' :;011th pnrf, .1f ;:!:llc·m , lny, mod lln ·h . lt nuw '"lll'l ilt1lP- th e -1111lh111• l C<> rn r t<n111~hip 
in fl . n g-. :; , Tuwo. lti11 ;,_ , \n c l 1·1i1111 uf it fm·111 ·i1 1•1U w.1- 111rl1•r1·tl 11 1 !he h•iu -e (J f J u l.in n ea-
lll•} l'~ . Anwug lit e •arly 11ir1n1' •r<1 ,,f th· f. ,,,, 11 ~b1p 11·•·r flH· Pi .. 1 ·c:e~, F1111 l11 u- , Hil ey·, Carn.•, 
nnd Kl cho l11 N ig!tl.or; th e lntt •r ·aw fro111 x,.,, . .T i> r- e) in 1,.1·1, a 111l l11111gh t 11i11 · IN' 11 hnn-
dr d :'Lt:rl'S Of !aUri. ll fUn1i11 r lhl lll ' it1 f;dJ , th e next hfll ill:,,i 111! )!'1! Ollt IL CLJllipan 'u f ~ i:XI )' 

c nii ~1-.1nts to his clai10.. ,\1t1•J11g lh . c colv ni t · w ro th e fimilil'' of Williaw , J1a1 i1l, T.1 r.n n11rd 
u111l Xicl10lns Neighho1·, :w1l t hat uf John '\' el Ii . Th e );' ·ig l !Jon hnd ci1' ari11 rr ::iln11g n rt'• 11 
.uu lh uf tile Plln-Jf.1ndlc Railwn.y, nntl from fh i:ir n11111l1e1· anil 11s~•1c iuri n n th e l'ttl UH' tJ I \\ (I;, 
naui tl L el·rlJl,urtown until 1827, wh en N ·ighhol' la ir! onl and uamed it ~cl\' <'0 111 r t1>w 11. 
111c ~ cunJ q1rnrter, Tuwn "hip 5, Ibng .. , nte re1l in l 011 by J •• lln IlenY e r, w;b srild hy h im 
in p.1rt ns fp]Jowa: to Godfrey Ili1g:1 n im·t 1·fj hunrJr .. d <tl' J'(',' torr. I 'Y :-lcYillC 11i11e lrnnJred 
an<l C r ty-.. lx, an rl to Za h cu Biggs th re b11ndrc1l a ' l'l"'· Io \: torr\ T nwn hip, no rth o the 
Tu-cnrttwn, \\·n. tho fir ~ t capita l of lh • D law:11·l•s. ln i\f:ird t 1171 , Zei»IJ t' I')! 1· 111 arle hi " first 
vi -it h e ro , null was the gne t of tho chi f, _· ctu1\' t1h1·,, .. wlto l1n1l ::i cn hiu \\ 1th . bin .,..lt• ro >f, 
l11nrd fl oors, stiiir ·:1-0, 11n d ~ to n e rhi1nnL')'. n th C' 1~!11 , tli fir:;[ I'roh"·ta nt ,, rm on ntlrn•rl 
i11 Ohio wn preach ed lJ fore a throng o Iurlinn · aml ii dozc:n wh ite-. 

Tb r· D •law1u nl•nnd 11 e(l th ir :1piln l, 1uHl a noth er tribe tal ini; po-..~e -ion rnllerl it New 
Corn r.-tnwn. J11 tlgc Neig hbor wn flt 11 r•t 1' ,_fn111;.ler nppuint •fl , in l ~ i::; , anti t ok tlH' nnme 
fnrhi n 11 wfo\\ll. 
G ~l) rgo l~iltl e wn flll enrly !!e ll.I l' aud 11 notnhl ,• lrnnt ul'. H o mndc the acqnalntnnre of 

Nei .,. hlJOr Ii ' plll c iu g n de 1· :q; nin s l th l' jndg "• tl11ur and fright onh1 "' 11nd plo;"in " th o f:11nlly 
1,,y fir~ t cc ing ;ind :1f1erwarrb. re lin " upon il-.' e nf ~on. 

The first ta nro k pt on Lhe oltl i-"atl Lnd Andrew C'rnt er fo1 lJo, t. Dr. p!CJm wit.ii the 
Hnrlil' t phy icin.n , and Aaruu . chenck "t:11·r>'.l th e fl1 t tn.nn .. ry. The fit t Ju !ices of the 
P nc w ru .Tn1111·s Dougtn ·a, appoint ed ,\ngu t 11 , l us ; J 1hn C'arr, June 5, 1810 ; George 
Bible, snm tl11tC'; Roh rt Jr, Coples and J tisi:ph Wa1nple1·, ill l 12 ; and P tuil , berldo o, in 1 i:~. 
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J l 11! 

0 w 
G t a t ame?. 

ll •11 di d i\'1 · 1 1 (· 11nw 1·~ t o 11H J:P l ii -; n am e'? I 
0111' t' 1·.- i11J1 i,, that i i rn nw !r11n1 n n J11di a n lo \·e lri all r ll> . I 

·11 1fh1·1 i. fh. 11 i1 i '< l he 11•; ttll of l h c facl thal 1-:i ng- Ne1:-1 
1. 1111·1 . ,u1 l 11 d ia 11 diid. o nc:c r u lt' d her e. 

f'11 · 1•11lt-d hc·r l:' ;1rt• ~1 ... ; , 1,r "a h 'er~io 11. Th India n 
1 ,, «' I• 1;i11~ l c ~. Inn 1\ll'< "ril lc n IJ.I' Loi Z im nl' r ' r a ig u f I 

1111l 1rttl g 1• • f1 •r111 er l.1· 11f 1 ·e\\' CtJ nH: r s l ow n. T he hi ef Ne1\·-1 
1 •n11•r 1 l' r >'iPn 1·:•s wri flen li.1· lh > h le F ra nk Sc hlupp of 

, 11·ru mC>r.·t 0n-11 . I 
.Ith! (e n .\'l'<II'.-< :1go A pri l <i l>ronze plariu was d edica ted 

:ti th e t.rl'~ hnu nd l'o. l Ho u::;e . It ;;;a r s : " Th e Old Del aw are 
l 11 din11 Town C1•l. l'lemukpec h11 nk Stood H er e Un t il A f t er 
Jl7r1. Ll'tt i L1•11;ip Cnpi ln l U nde r Chi ef Netawa t we , AJ ·o 
Ca ll d K ing ·e 11 cum r , of lhe T urt le Tri be ." 

Love Triangle 
l ndia 11 tongues were waggi ng ! 

Wh il e Woma n 's Tow n was all a-
,,, irmw-, ::ind m 3ny ;. g narled 
cld squa\ or \\Tinkl ed ch ief 
m:1de lhe sage r em ark tha t no 
g<n' d would come of it. In the ir 
·way those dusky gos ips were 
nght; and today a thri vin g little 
t o,,·n with an engaging nam e 
i·emains as a cons t;i n admo11i-
l irm to man that he should neve r 
attem pt the fe l of liv ing wilh 
t wo wives in one dw ell ine-. 

Perha ps you ha ve w ondered 
'JUS t how Newcom erstown came 
hy th at leng tb.v name. All the 
h isiorica l s ignifcance of t he 
name is controlled b y it s spell-
ing, and small wonder it is that 
ci ti zens find it annoyin g to re-
C'e ive mail addressed lo New 
Comers town! 

Some yea1·s ago a boulder was 
placed at the side of Rou te 36. 
about ha lf-way be tween Co-
sbocton and Walhonding, wh ich 
marks the original site of White 
Wom a n 's Village. The white 
w oman, whose name was Mary 
Harris. had been captured •by 
Indians in New England some-
time betw een 1730 and 1740. She 
had been a young woman at that 
1ime, quite beau t.iful according 
to legend, .and captivated by the 
roma ntic nomadic life, had be-
come the wife of Chief Eagle 
'Feat her. 

SHE EVIDENTLY w as very 
popular and influe ntial among 
the Indians, for the settlement 
of w igwams surrounding that ot 
Eagle Feather soon came to be 
known as White Woman's Town; 
the Walbonding river from that 
place to its confluence with the 
T uscarawas at Coshodon was 
r;.Hed by the Indians " lhe White 
W man." 

Apparenlly Mary reaUy loved 
} 1er Indian husband, a nd as years 
passed seemed in many ways to 
Jose the qualities and refine-
ments of her race. 

She was proud of him and a l-
ways helped in his preparations 
1o join hunting parties or bands 
pf marauders plotting fresh at-
tacks on exposed colonial fron-
tier s. · 

One wonders if Mary Harris 
experienced any qualms when 
Eagle Feather returned to their 
w igwam from these raiding par-
t ies, bearing the scalps of her 
w hite neighbors from beyond the 
mountains. Perhaps she did not, 
for Christopher Gist, who visit-
ed Mary Harris, records in his 
journal that she remembered 
that the people of New England 
were very religious, and wonder-
ed how they could be so cru·el as 
1 he white men who roamed the 
forests. 

Life finally parted for Eagle 
Feather some time around 1750. 
Various guesses have been made 
as to the reason. Some old 
squaws even went so far as to 
hint that it was because, in spite 
of Eagle Feather bringing home 
to Mary the choicest meats for 
food and the finest sk.ins for 
clothing, she did not bear any 
papooses for him. 

CHRlS'rOPHER GIST "" u •'R j prnl• <l ;,tion 11f 1111Hil'"ll " ' " In 
r t I' S h .. WI." l t tl<(· J1 , 1n•;pi l1• ,,f li1;; r I 

!his, lrnwc-ver, f 111• h•? m • nll•Jll 1 ~mn ll11 · 1· {11d nJ 11 ltJW •I 11 il u.i tnt:I ::it I 
1n h lEI journa l th il l M nry 11•1.r 119 th r fw le~ ,, t 111" M u d1ir1it u m -
h nd se veral d1ildr!'n . Mor •• ltl<l' 11 11.: • i i•! r11 lh1 · prr"w ni' (' jl y 1.t 
Jy, it. se m s, tlt .11 l!-:a~ l~ Fea ther, 1 Co hocton T hi re •t• HCP<>rd;,nc•· 
hav ing been so <·flplt vn led by with Lh e rul<! ,,r' tl 11· l ri h r> lhul 
"ne whi t.e wouwn's r h.ami s , wo'i :d i ( "eap••rl p r iqr11 J<:rs whri wer<• 
lherehy made oil th• : rno1e 11 uld iec;.iptvn·d <; f11111 ld '"' put to 
nera ble lo those of a nother, a.n <IPalh, !lh ~, w.•s k ill d . 
r erh a ps looked for ward lo tw ice 
as much dom P.stic fa li c lty . A t 
a ny ra te, he re turned ir?m .. a 
ro iding !rip Lo the ~1rgan 1a 
frontier w ith o scco1vJ wife. 1n -
s l~'.llling her in Lhe wigwam with 
I.h e first. 

·.Mary seethed with jealo usy 
and resentment, and, unless In-
dian villages were very d iiferent 
irom those of their whi te suc-
cessors, the gossips had a ·picnic! 
The first Mrs. Eagle Fea ther 
made no secret of her distaste 
fen- the second Mrs. Eagle Fea-
ther to whom she scornfully re-
ferr~ as "the Newcomer." 

Poor old Eagle Feather musl 
frequently regretted that bliss-
.ful mood in which he had proud-

A LT HOUGH Chi is fr,phl'.lr Cii;t 
doP<: nr)l SfJY th at I h r• wo rnon wa-. 
,, dr- , .. r(lr from Wh1l1• W0man ' 
l'Jllage, d4<:~ not in f ac t ~•• Y whc-
lh r lhl' womn n was wh il 01 
India n, s till th I gend pers1. ts 
that it W<is th<~ N .wcomcr w host 
r-x culion h e witnessed, th;it day 
aft r Chcr'< tmas in J 750 ; an<I 
mos t people believe, too, that 
she w::is wh ite. 

Th name Newcomer's Town 
m us t ha ve come mto bei ng al 
alJQ ul that time. for prev iousl y , 
hi slory makes no menl ioo o[ ii'. I 
Every white v isi tor who follov1ed 
Gis i howe\ er menti<Jns Newcom-
e:r's Town. 

ly brought home to Mary this The decade from 1750 to J 760 
beautiful, young second wife, for was one of s lnfe 111 th Tuscara-
irnmediately Mary reverted to was va lley. and no <:1 ttempts wiae 
ty,pe, and r ag.ed and stormed made by white men other than 1 
just like her w hite sis ters. occasional hunter· or ad ventur-

No doubt Eagle Feather was i= rs, to penetrate the ho. tile Tn -
hen-pecked, but it seems ind.is- o ian coun try. Il seems aµpa rent; 
putable that he b rought it all however. from tales told later 
upon himself! Some legends do by whites held ra pt ive among 
say, though, that Eagle F eather the India n tr ibes. tha t the name 
finally screw ed up his courage Newcomer 's Town was alread y 
and talked back to Mary; that in general use. In 1760 f t . Du-
he may even have ventured to '1 q uesne became FL. Pi t l, a nd rec-

, __ :: __ __ :_ ·- ---~ "' ords st ill in exis te nce show tha t 
suggest that her·s \~Ou-ldn ' t be messages sen t out from ther e 
th e first whi te scalp he had lift- 1 by the com mandant were fre-
ed. q uen tl y addressed to Indian 

· ch iefs or white scou ts a t New -
IT IS E~SY to see that the I comer's Town. . 

old squaws prophecy was bound I Sometime around 1760 Chief ' 
to com2 true, and sure enough, Netawalwes moved his band of l 
one fros ty morning Mary arous- Delaware Indians from western 
ed the sleepy vilage with cries I Pennsylvania to Newcomer's 1 
that her hu~band had been mur- Town. Forthwith, he changed ' 
dered. Excitement rushed over his own name to King Newcom-
the duster of wigwams as old er. 
and young, the Indians hurried Some historians give as the 
tb gaze upon Eagle Feather, reason for this that Newcomer 
where h e la y on the floor of his was really the English interpr e-
wi gwam, h is head nally cleft talion of the Indian name Neta-
by h is own tomahawk which was watwes. This sounds a trifle far -
stil l deeply buried in the wound. fetched, and makes one wonder 

Of course Mary immediately 
accused 1he Newcomer of the 
dreadful act, and as she had van-
ished from the wigwam it was 
natural for the Indians to be-
lieve Mary's story. Accordingly 
they set out in pursuit, and be-
fore long recaptured the flee-
ing wou1an at a small Indian 
town on the banks of the Tus-
cara was river some distance east 
of the forks of the Muskingum. 

The town a t which she was re-
captured by the Indians w as ev· 
er a1terward called "The Ne w-
comer's Town " by the Indians. 
The captive d enied 1 he act say-
ing instead !hat Mary k illed h er 
own husband , 1md tlu.t :he-the 
N wcomPr-h ad fled 1.l~f', use 
she, tno, fP:n .. d Mnifs hHfc he t 

if wily Netawatwes, during this 
proximity to the whites in Penn-
sylvania, had not heard enough 
about the king of England and 
the king of France to reason: 
"Why not a king of Newcomer's 
Town?" 



I I ing Newcomer 

I Tlw Ll'ni 1.<'n;q:w. ,,,. I ht>y <'n il 
, d th•'ln) \\ ,' l\'t.'s , \.\ "l• rr• tlivi tl e cl in to 
lh lt' t· hi ., 1udn·s nr t t~ i l H·~ tin e.I J 1v ~ 

i t>~i n lcul t..; the· 0Plnv.·an· Hh e r 
whPn ! h t>) firs t cHm c 111 «on t,1r i 
w•11h wh 1tt~ .~1~ ttlt"r:o; . BPl· :.-111~ (' of 
I heir ltJ1·alio n I h<'Y beram<' 
krwwn lo the Whi te~ as Dcln-
" nrP l ndill n <. 

'rrc>ub le suo n s l:1rle d the a hor· 
i ~ in"l" cla i111ing thn t tncy h ad 
hPc•n dcfrn ud crl an rl no dnub t 
1b wv h ·1cl hcen. Fared . w ith a 
e<• 1l 1l 1on of the •·olunis ts ond lhe 
p<nverfu l It·iquois 1r Six Nitlions. 
the !)cla w ar es were forceci evez· 
westward <1 nd over the Alle-
gh<'nies unt il many found new 
homes a long t he Tuscarawas, 
~hen ca lled the ri ver Musking -
um. 

·111" cur nflt> lds we,.;·e mosll y un 
llw lower and r ich t'lr Inn<.! !lllulh 
of the r ivPr. Ahou l l ll07 D11vi<I 
MulvAne .rnude a trip here •rnd 
hho uglN lie sa w ev ic!V> n<:e or 
around 300 acres thu f h ad be n 
under culli vil t ion. 

N ETA W A TWES was common-
. ly known lo Lhe Wh iles as King 
Newcomer, he wo~ usua lly !'a il-
ed thn l in early gt1vermnenl doc-
u ments. Wha t would be more 
na tura l, the n, lhon fo1· the 
Whites to r efer to his town as 
N ~wcc:mer's Town ? That prob-
ably is the real origin of the 
name of our present town, r a th-
er than the romantic origin 
ascribed to it by .pure legend. 

Ne la walwes generously ga ve 
aU his terri tory lying east ol 
town to his friend Zeisberger, 
and in 1775 moved his capital to 
what is now Coshocton. Some of 

To place a da te on thP begin - his tribe remained here, so Ge-
ni " "' of GPkelemulrnerhnnk kelemukpechunk did not become 
w nrd rl be rli fficulf . W P do know a ghost town for some little time 
•h.:i t h" 17!'1l it had hecome a 1 afterwards. But time was run-
larue and thrivinl! to.:m. +h" ' ning out for all of the Delawares. 
T,Pni Len ape capit<1 ] under Chi ,, f In retrospection, old G€kele-
Neta ,,,a twes or Newcomer. It mukipechunk appears as a verit-
was the scene of imoortant w ar able primitive paradise. A beau-
councils. it wa~ a ereat t radint! tiiul valley and stream . Free 
renter. Here came famous trad- land. No •burdensome laws, just 
Prs. such as George Grogh.:in. a few very liberal tribal rules. 
Here in 1750 ca me Christopher No taxes at all! Sugar and sweet 
Gist. colonjal surveyor and com- syrup from the maples. Black-
panion ·of young George wash- berries, raspberries, paw.paws, 
ington. Here in 1771 came the huckleberries, strawbrries, per-
Reverend Zeisberger to preach simmons, black haws, wild cher-
lhe first Protestant sermon in 

1 

ries, grapes, plums and crabap-
I the Northwest Territory, follow- ples, all for the picking. Wal-

ed a couple of years later by the nuts, hickory nuts, hazelnuts a nd 

I 
Quaker Zeoufoft Heston. l ches tnuts in .profusion. A r iver 

teeming with fish, frogs, turtles, 
IN 1750 Gist found traders and ducks and geese; a land with 

a w hite •blacksmith living with grouse, quail , snipe, p assen ger 
the Delawares in a well-built I pigeons, squirrels, rabbits and 
town of about 100 substantial man y kinds of small game. Plen-
log houses, with plenty of room ty of deer and bears. A few buf-
for wigwams of transients. The faloes. Rich virgin soil that pro-
dwelling of Netawatwes was a 
two-story s trcture w ith floors of duced abundant crops of corn j 
hand-sawed planks, stone f ire- beans an? pumpkins. And th~ 
place and chimney, and a stair- women did all the work! ' 
case. Many other houses had Ye t the foolish and conceited ! 
sleeping lofts. In o ther words, white m an thought tha t he knew ! 
the town was as good as the of ~ better way of life, so h " I 
front ier towns of the w hi te peo- I aga!n drove th e Dela wares fr~ ./ 
ple. j _L_h_e_Jr_h_o_m_ e_s_. ----- - I 

It would appear lhat the town 
spread over a considerable area. 
The Indian version of the Turk-
ish baths was a short distance 
east of the present post house, 
on the farm now owned by Mrs. 
Albert Zimmer, as evidenced by 
the nu merous "sweat beds" tha t 
used to be found there 50 years 
ago. _On the same farm, along 
the ri ver eas~ of the iron bridge, 
was an Indian cemetery. The 
river h as cut a way the •bank and 
taken most of the graves, per - ·l 
haps all of jthem, nto the r iver. 
Another burial ground, in and 
around Mulvane s treet, i s 
though t to have contained the 
bodies of sma ltpox victim . JI 
seems l ikely that the town ex· 
tended · westward nearly to 
Cne~tnut st. 

?- 7 
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. ·The Legend of The White Woman 
Mary. Harris 

'' That a white woman named Mary Harris came into this So wide was her renown that the village in which she 
county some time about the year 171 O there can be no and her husband lived and the river on which it was 
doubt. Where she died, who were her parents, or when, located became kiiown as Walhonding village and river, 
where or how she died we have not reliable tradition. · or, in our tongue, White Woman yillage and river. 

' ,.;_ " ~ . ~- . . . 

• In some of the forays of the Indians about the year Eagle Feather, though a drunken fellow of no particu-
mentioned she had been captured and brought into the lar value as the husband of so ·renowned a woman, 
-valley when she was about ten years of age. Soon after- began sh~dding a certain amount of reflected light and 
ward she was married in the Indian fashion to an Indian · - received attentions not merited by his achievements. He 
of the Delaware tribe named Eagle Feather, who was a was what is, in this age, called a "hen pecked husband." 
Munsey Indian and hence belonging to the rougher class , Occasionally resenting the insinuations_ against his man-
of this tribe. hood he and his wife came to blows, the final result of 
· She and her husband lived together for many years in which encounters ending largely on the quantity of fire-
apparent Indian domestic felicity. She was very much water Eagle Feather had consumed. Whatever the 
admired by all the Indians of the tribe, not only because results, however, Mary Harris continued to exert a: pow-
of her white blood, but because of her adaptability to. erful influence over the braves of the tribe and Eagle 
•their ways and habits of life, her shrewdness and cun- · Feather only grew more intolerant of the gibes of his 
..ning and sympathy with their wrongs, and by reason of associates. 
her strong personabay, which manifested itself in entire Along in the early fifties of the eighteenth century 
self-reliance. Her S¥Jllpathy with the redman and his Eagle Feather returned from a foray east of Ohio River 
·iwrongs, as she saw them, finally made of her a very sav- in quest of scalps and brought with him a young white 
age of savages. woman whose name and place of capture are unknown. 

This woman was, we are told, both young and beautiful, 
while Mary Harris was by this time past fifty years of 

age, and whatever beauty may have 
had when Eagle Feather was charmed by her, the life of 
hardship and exposure she had lived had obliterated. 

After nightfall the two returned to his house and crept 
softly to bed, not wishing to disturb the peaceful slum-
bers of the wi(e. Next morning Mary Harris aroused the 
village with her cries, and when the neighbors came in 
she pointed to the body of Eagle Feather with the head 
cleft with a hatchet, and told the astounding story that 
the "New Comer" had slain Eagle Feather and fled. 
Pursuit was quickly inaugurated and the New Comer 
captured at the village, ever after until the present day 
known as Newcomerstown on the Tuscarawas. 

She was brought back, and being 
questioned described Mary Harris as coming in the night 
to the bed occupied by her and Eagle Feather and of her 
taking flight and leaving. By a law of the Delaware tribe 
the effort at escape justified the taking of a prisoner's 
life, and as the, New Comer had run away they slew her 
and later considered the question as to her guilt of the 
death of Eagle Feather. Mary Harris's influence at that 
time was sufficient to protect her from any charge of 
murder and the incident was soon forgotten. 

An effort has been made in times past to, in some wise, 
connect these two women with the large stone lying near 
the Walhonding River and known as White Woman 
Rock, the story being that one of them sprang from that 
rock to save her life or virtue and was drowned, but this 

: To Mr. Gist in 17 51 she complained bitterly of the cru-
elty and mendacity of the white men in their relation to 
•the Indian. To her Indian spouse and his associates When 
-'On the warpath she urged vengeance against her own ' 
1race and delighted in decorating her home with their 
-:scalps. 

An Indian woman in the presence 
''Of warriors was silent and retiring. 
•Mary Harris was loquacious and 
. .self-assertive. At first this was 
~resented by the braves, both she and 

On the way home Eagle Feather, with his captive, can hardly be the case, as the New Comer was slain in 
stopped at the Forks to finish the carousal he and his White Woman village with a hatchet or tomahawk, and 
friends had begun about the time they started for home. Mary Harris was not of the kind who fled for any reason. 
From the Forks they went up the river to White Woman's The name given to that rock, I am persuaded to believe, 
Village, and there Eagle Feather notified l\:frs. Eagle grows out of a mistake as to the location of White 
Feather of the addition to their family. Woman village. 

her husband reproved for it, but at last her right to be 
heard was established and her advice and criticism lis- . 
tened to. 

The average white man would require no detailed . For many years it was supposed that was its location, 
description of what followed in that household. It is but in later, years it is pretty generally believed to have 
enough for us to know that Eagle Feather and his com- been quite a distance further up stream. 
panion, whom Mary Harris had already christened the 
Newcomer, spent the balance of the day in the woods 
near the village in company with a bottle of whiskey 
Eagle Feather had brought along. 

From the Coshocton County Centennial History writ-
ten by Samuel H. Nicholas in 191 1. 



New Comer's Town 
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Theory of how village got name from Indians 
EDITOR'S NOTE - Following ls 

a partial reprint of an article written 
by Loi s Zimmer Craig of 
Newcomerstown concerning one 
theory of how the village received 
it's nam e. There are severa I 
theories and lbe "Indian Love 
Triangle" is one of the most 
dramatic . The second part of the ar-
ticle is elsewhere in this section. 

BY LOIS ZIMMER CRAIG 
Indian tongues were wagging! 
White Woman's Town was all a-

murmur. and many a gnarled old 
'squaw or wrinkled chief made the 
sage remark that no good would 
come of it. In their way those dusky 
gossips were right; and today a 
thriving little town with an engaging 
name remains as a const.ant·admoni-
tion to man that he should never at-
tempt the real of living with two 
wives in one dwelling . 

Perhaps you have wondered just 
how Newcomerstown, a small in-
dustrial city on the southwestern 
corner of Tuscarawas County, came 
by that lengthy name. AU the 
historical signilicance of the name is 
controlled by its spelling, a small it 
is that citizens find it annoying to 
receive mail addressed to New Com-
erstown. 

Several years ago a boulder was 
placed at the side of Route 36, about 
hallway between Coshocton and 
Walbonding, which marks the 
original site of White Woman's 
village. The white woman, whose 

name .was Mary Harris, had been 
. captured by Indians in New England 
sometime between 1730 and 1740. 
She had been a young woman al that 
time, quite beautiful according lo 
legend, and captivated by lhe 
romantic, nomadic life, had become 
the wife of Chief Eagle Feather. 

She evidently was very popular 
and influential among the Indians, 
for the settlement of wigwams sur· 
rounding lhal of Eagle Feather soon 
came to be known as White Woman's 
Town; the Walhonding River from 
that place to its confluence with the 
Tuscarawas at Coshocton was called 
by the Indians, "tbe White Woman." 

Apparently Mary reaUy loved her 
Indian husband, and as years passed 
seemed in many ways to lose the 
qualities and refinements of her 
race. She was proud of him and 
always helped in his preparations lo 
join hunting parties or bands of 
marauders plotting fresh attacks on 
exposed colonial frontiers . 

One wonders U Mary Harris ex· 
perienced any qualms when Eagle 
Feather returned to their wigwam 
from these raiding parties, bearing 
the scalps of her white neighbors 
from beyond the mountains. 
Perhaps she did not, for Christopher 
Gist, who visited Mary Harris 
records in his journal that she 
remembered that the people of New 
England were very religious and she 
wondered how they could be so cruel 
as the white men who roamed the 
forests . 

Life finally palled for Eagle 
Feather sometime around 1750 . 
Various guesses have been made as 
to the reason . Some old squaws even 
went so far as to hint that it was 
because in spite of Eagle Feather br-
inging home to Mary the choicest 
meals for food and the finest skins 
for clothing, she iiid not bear any 
papooses for him . 

Christopher Gist refutes this, 
however, for he men lions in his jour-
nal that Mary Harris had several 
children. More likely , it seems, that 
Eagle Feather, having been so cap-
tivated by one white woman's 
charms was thereby made aU the 
more vulnerable to those of another, 
and perhaps looked forward to twice 
as much domestic felicity . At any 
rate, he returned from a raiding trip 
to the Virginia frontier with a second 
wife, installing her in the wigwam 
. with the first. 

Mary seethed with jealousy and 
resentment, and unless Indian 
villages were very different from 
those or their white ancestors, the 
gossips had a picnic! The first Mrs. 
Eagle Feather made no secret of her 
distaste for the second Mrs. Eagle 
Feather, to whom she scornfully 
referred to as "the Newcomer." 

Poor old Eagle Feather must fre· 
quently have regretted that blissful 
mood in which he bad proudly 
brough home to Mary bis beautiful, 
young second wife, for immediately 
Mary reverted to type and raged and 
stormed, jus t like her white sisters. 

No doubt Eagle Feather was 
henpecked, but it seems in· 
disputable that he brought it au upon 
himself! Some legends do say, 
though , that Eagle Feather finally 
screwed up his courage and talked 
back to Mary; that he may even 
have ventured to suggest that her's 
wouldn't be the first white scalp he 
had lifted . 

It is easy lo see that the old 
squaws' prophecy was bound to 
come true, and sure enough, one 
frosty autumn morning Mary arous· 
ed the sleepy village with cries that 
her husband had been murdered. 
Excitement rushed over the cluster 
of wigwams as old and young, the In· 
dians hurried to gaze upon Eagle 
Feather, where be lay on the floor of 
his wigwam, his head neatly cleft by 
his own tomahawk, which was still 
deeply buried in the wound. 

Of course Mary immediately ac· 
cused the Newcomer of the dreadful 
act, and as she had vanished from 
the wigwam, it was natural for the 
Indians to believe Mary's story. Ac· 
cordingly, they set out in pursuit, 
and before long captured the fleeing 
woman at a small Indian town on the 
banks of the Tuscarawas River 
some distance east of the forks or the 
Muskingum . 

The town at which she was recap· 
tured by the Indians was ever after· 
ward called "The Newcomer's 
Town" by the Indians. The captive 
denied the act, saying instead that 
Mary had killed her own husband 

and that she-the Newcomer-bad 
fled because she, too, feared Mary's 
hatchet. 

Christopher Gist was an early ex-
plorer and surveyor . He was 
employed by the Ohio Land Com· 
pany (composed of 12 Virginians. 
among them George Washington) to 
investigate the nature of certain 
land bordering the Ohio River . 

Finding a few friendly while 
traders thre, he remained for 
several weeks. He kept a diary of his 
journey and one entry in particular 
is believed by many historians to 
have a bearing on this story. This en: 
try is quoted from Mitchener's 
"Pathfinders of Eastern Ohio." 

"Wednesday, 26 - This day a 
woman that had long been a prisoner 
and had deserted, being retaken and 
brought into town on Christmas Eve, 
was put to death in the following 
manner: They carried her without 
the town and let her loose; and when 
she attempted lo run away, the per-
sons appointed for that purpose pur-
sued her and struck her on the ear on · 
the right side of the head, which bent 
her flat on her face to the ground . 
They then struck her several times 
through the back with a dart to the 
heart; scalped her, and threw the 
scalp in the air, and another cut off 
her head. Thus the dismal spectacle 
lay until evening and then Barney 
Curran desired leave to bury her, 
which he and his men and soll)e of 
the Indians did just at dark ." 
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Woman's River, White Woman's Town, White Woman's Rock, and, of course, Whitewoman Street 
- that is particular to the Coshocton area. 

The reenactors who stroll Whitewoman Street during Roscoe Village events often include 
Alice Hoover, a Coshocton resident and history buff known for her meticulously researched 
first-person portrayals of women. When depicting Mary Harris for schoolchildren or other 
groups, Hoover wears moccasins and fringed clothing and begins her presentation in French 
before transitioning to English. 

"Do you wonder why; her Mary Harris character asks the audience, "I was speaking French, 
but I look like an Englishwoman and am dressed like an Indian?" Hoover then explains the 
three cultures and the enormous geopolitical force that shaped Harris' life: the protracted, 
multinational fight for the rich but raw land beyond the Alleghenies that culminated in the 
French and Indian War. "Mary Harris was in the crosshairs of that whole struggle;· Hoover 
says. 

For Harris, that struggle began in Massachusetts in 1704, when Mohawk Indians and French 
soldiers attacked a remote Puritan settlement at Deerfield. They killed dozens of English 
colonists and forced some 100 captives to endure a 300-mile march to Canada. Among the 
ordeal's survivors was Mary Harris, a servant girl who was about 9 years old at the time. She 
was taken to Kahnawake, a mission village of Christian Mohawks near Montreal, where she 
likely was adopted by an Indian family. 

The French, at the time, intended to establish a glorious "New France" stretching from the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence on the east coast of Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and French colonists 
increasingly sparred with their English counterparts over control of territory and the fur trade. 
The crucially located prize they both claimed was the Ohio Country. 

Enter Christopher Gist, a frontiersman hired to survey the Ohio Country for a group of British-
backed real estate investors from Virginia. According to a journal Gist kept, he spent much of 
December 1750 near present-day Coshocton at a Wyandot village on the Tuscarawas River. 
Gist wrote that in January, he went 5 miles west "to White Woman's Creek [now the 
Walhonding River] on which is a small Town; this White Woman was taken away from New 
England, when she was not above ten Years old by the French and Indians~ Gist also recorded 
that she "has an Indian husband and several children; and "Her name is Mary Harris~ 

It's not clear why Harris was living there, though her family was in the fur trading business, 
which thrived in the area. Scott Butler, a Coshocton native who has authored books about its 
frontier years, theorizes that White Woman's Town might have been used both to bolster 
French influence with the Indians and to monitor English encroachments. 

3o 
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By 1756, when the French and Indian War was underway, Harris had returned to Kahnawake. 
Robert Eastburn, a British prisoner of war, was housed with her, and in a 1758 account, he 
described her as "very kind." Harris presumably spent the rest of her days in Kahnawake and 
perhaps even witnessed the French surrendering Montreal to the British in 1760. 

Folks around Coshocton called the Walhonding "White Woman's River" well into the 1800s, 
and in the Roscoe canal port, the trail that led to that river became Whitewoman Street. 

Interestingly, Harris' reputation suffered during the heyday of the dime novel in the late 
1800s and early 1900s, when tall tales -including that she murdered her husband and 
jumped to her death from a ledge dubbed White Woman's Rock - became the slanderous 
stuff of legend. 

"It's utter bilge; declares Butler, who, like Hoover, wants to clear Harris' name. Their quest -
via his writing and her portrayals - is conveying accurate information about the woman 
whom Butler considers the "first lady" of Ohio. "It's important to get out the facts and not just 
accept false legends; Butler says. "The history is far better than the legends." 

Scott Butler's book, Mary Harris, "The White Woman" of the Ohio Frontier in 1750: The True 
Story, the False Legends, and More is available for sale at Coshocton's Johnson-Humrickhouse 
Museum. 
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Coshocton 
The history of Crowtown 

The Legend of White Woman's Rock 
Posted on October 24, 2013 

The legend of White Woman's Rock shows a little bit about Coshocton's history with the Delaware Indians. The Delaware 
lndi?ns are credited for founding Coshocton and giving the town its name. 

The legend takes place at Killbuck Creek, a stream off of the 
Walhonding River. Leading up to the stream, is a ledge of broken 
rocks that drop off to the water below. The legend tells of a 
young, beautiful, virgin woman that was captured by barbaric 
Indians. The woman tried to escape and with her dignity 
preferred death rather than to live with the barbaric, cruel Indians. 
She ran to the rocks adjacent to the camp with the Indians in hot 
pursuit behind her and leaped into the storm-swollen stream 
below. 

One account says that the woman leaped to her death and the 
cold waters forever closed over her. The other account says that 
the woman hid beneath a projecting rock and waited until the 
Indians abandoned their chase and she then cautiously escaped. 

This story is how the landmark received its name. Coshocton is proud of the legend and even has a street named after 
this tale, "Whit Woman Street" in Roscoe Village. 
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ARST WHITE CHILD 
WAS BORN LONli AfiO 
AT NEWCOMERSTOWN 

w<>althy forrnrrH. ~omc vf tlwlr ~ ... !I 
'"'"ntl trnl .· r1111vt>rl inLu lndit•n hut; 
Oon u .. r i I hought Lr1 lw t n11 h•d 1wn1• I 
I Jc l l'Oit. 

'l' hc n•pllca uf th<• doubJ .. Conn•;rl 
r11 b i11 Ill whic h lhe fh"t whit<' child 

I in Oh in WllS born hmt h"c.r• f>T•;d.ccl ut1 
S .-l1•>c11bru11 n Mt>mnriul Park. I 

Jnvc·: t ii:-11tionH mn<lu by the Ohio I 
f;ta l<' An·h:11 ol11gkul nnd lli .;toricnl l' 
flo<' ie t.y fi'l'V ••1·ol y1·a1·~ 11go , hrought 
{lllt t.IH· in fOl' IH !ILi<111 t.hnt t he f il'Hl t 
whi l t• ch ild horn in O hio wa8 Joh n 
Co11 n o r, •hon1 in C:on ncrs Lown, Sep- II 
I.em ber 177 l. 

'J' he in fo rmati on concerning his 
birth wn!I prov id ed by Rev. Jos. E . ! 
Weinland of Bethlehem, Pa. Rev. l 
W einla nd, n forme r pastor of thej 
Mor avia n church at Dover, Ohio, 
f ound n missionary's diary dated 
Marc11 18, 1776. 

The story as b1·ougl1t out by Rev. I 
Weinland's reseal'ch is quit.e thrilling 
a n d gives a guapl1ic picture of the 
trials and ha1·dships endured by the I 
early pioneers of t his valley. 

Conne r's f a ther, an emig:rant in-
t o the 1 ~est from Fredel'ick, Md., fell ! 
in love with one of t wo captive whi te 
gir ls, who had been adopted 'by a I 
Delaware Indian tribe in southeast-
ern Oh.io. Her narne was Marguer -
i te. 

The girls had been cwptured by the 
Indians while quite young and Marg- I 
uerite h·ad •been adopted into lthe 1 
tribe. for nearly fifteen years andJ 
spoke the redman 's language. 

The Indians told Conner he could I 
many •Marguerite if he would be-
JOOm e an adopt'eid tribesman. :He 
consented and the young couple rnov-1 
~d into a. r ude cabin. A vi11age 
t;;pFnng up around them and Connerl 
became a · man of influence. This 
settlement was caller •Connerstown 
by t~e travelers, trappers and mis-
sional'ies stopping at Conner's cabin, 
but was later changed to Newcomers-
t own . 

Conner and his wife moved to 
Pennsylvania in l 774 .but the Shaw-
'llee-speaking o ·elawares forced them 
to leave th.ei1· three-year old son John 
w ith the tribe. They came back to 
Ohio, a year later, settling at Schoen 
b runn, where they were admitt-ed to 
citfacnship because of the -circum-
stances attending t heir marr iage. 

They tried many times to get their 
B Oil away from the Delawares, who 
c laime d that the child was t he son 
<if adopted members of the t ribe. A 
!l'amiom payme)rit lof $40 however , 
finally brought the child ba~k . 

The Conner next moved to Lich-
ten·au., nn Indian villa.re near Co-
shoc lon and lated moved to the new 
G deuhutten, about twenty miles 
from Detroit. 

The Indian m1 ion th te 
bandoned in 1786 but. th 
family remamed. They 



-one oJ Lbe most mtrlguing as- by .later explorers and pioneers. 
peC'ls of the history of Newcom- Gist records in bis journal 
erslown is lbe name of lhe vii- IJial an Indjan town called Tus- ! 
lage itself. carawas, and meaning "Old #1 __ ...,~:."ll~M 

Unforlw1alely, lhe ongm oI Town" was located at the point 
the name is obscured by where he firsl reached I.he riv-
somelimes conJlicLl:Dg . facts er. He followed down the river 
nnd legend. Mrs. Lots Zun~er to lhe junction of the Tuscara-
Craig, a Newcomers~o\\rn .naL1ve was and Whitewoman, which 
who returned to reside l~ Lhe we know today as Lhe Walhond-
village, researched local history ing He reached there on Dec. 
up to tbe beginning oI llie 20th 14, 

0

1750. On Dec. 26 Lbls enliry 
century. . . was made in his journal: .() With her perm1ss1on, excerpts . 
from that history. writ.ten sev- "TWs day a woman Lha l had 
eral years ago, are reproduced long been a prisoner and bad 
here: deserted, being retaken and 

brought into town on Christmas 
Many historians believe that Eve, was put to death in the 

LaSalle ma)' have been the following manner: They carried 

0 very first white man lo di'scov- her without the town and let 
er lhe ~uscarawas and M_u~~- her loose; and when she at-
ingum nv:rs, but a~y defini~e tempted to run away, the per-
pr.ooI of ~ <:ver ~a'.'rng been m sons appointed for IJJat purpose 
this locality IS rrnssmg. At any pursued ber aad struck her on • 
rate, many French traders. a.nd lhe ear on the right side of Lhe ' ' 
voya.gers were found liVIng head which bent her flat on 
amo~g tile Ohio Indians,. by her f~ce to the ground. 
English explorers who anwed Th lh t k be several at a lat.er date. 1 ey en s rue r 

.... 

The English, of course, claim· limes through lhe back with a The automobile and the horse-drawn vehicle. were sti 
ed all of the Ohio valley and the dart to the heart, sc~lped h~r. turn of the century. It was the era of the Hyperion Ban~ 
tributaries by reason of their and threw the scalp m Lhe arr, House, whe r.e concerts, variety shows, lectures and earl) 
charters, most of which granted and another cut off her head. . . . . 
them land extending for a Thus Lhe dismal spectacle lay ~o wicked as she bas seen them count said !hat m spite or the < 

· i;ta:ted number of miles along until evenin_g and Lhen Barney m lbese woods." fact ~bat he brought her home l 
the Atlantic coast, and reaching Curran desrred leave to bury A h 1 dri f the finest meats Ior food, and I 
inland to the "WesL-ern Ocean." her, which he and his men and C ?.Y~nt e ~ oMitas V ven ro,m the finest skins for clothing, I 

· f th Indi did ·ust at osiioc en . 0 ' · ernon, \\ she didn't have any papooses 1 . . some 0 ~ '!-11s J recall havmg seen a boulder at · · · 
The earliest record Qf a visit dark." Tbis eVJdenLally took th ··d f t·J t t for him. But e1J1dently this was . . . . . th t .t f C e s1 e o . 1e pavemen no . t Id , . fo this VICJll!lY was ~ade m place at e presen · sr e o · o- far from Walbonding, marking JUS S?~e ~ squaws gossip, 

1750 by Christopher Gist He shocton ~ lb .1 f vui .1 W , for Gists Journal slates that · · e. l....----"" e s1 e o •v u .e <>man s ln .· h b d h d was an e:iq>lorer and survey?r, Again in 111s journal, under Town. she anc
1
1 hheil~dr dian us an a 

employed by a company of Vrr- date of Tuesday, U1e 15 (pre- . . . , severa c en. 
ginians, among them George sumably February) of 1751 : These two _entries m G.isl s 
Washington. This Ohio Land Co. "We left Muskingum and went Journal_ [un:ush lhe mosl At any rate, on one or their 
was anxious to ascertain the west 5 miles lo the White Worn- autben~ic basis for lhe legend raiding trips into Ute Virginia 
nature of the country. beyond an Creek, on which is a small ~egarding, the name of New- frontier Eagle Feat her found 
the All~gheny Mounta.ms, that town. This white woman was comerstoVI n. . himself a younger and more 
they .nught !buy land from the taken away from New England . Pro?ably all of you are !arrul- beautif1l1 squaw. He capture<! 
colorues t<> found new settle- when she was about 10 - years- 1ar "':'ilh Lhe story, but I ~l ~e- her, bringing her home 1.0 live 
men.ts. ?ld by the French Indians. She peat 1t fer Lhe sake of contmwl_Y in lhe same wigwam with Mary 

GJS~ !r~veled Westward from ts now upward of 50; has an of my own story, and be~ause it Harris. Matters went from bad 
~the VJ..clDlty of Fort Duquesne, Iin?ian husband and . several ls undoubted!~ . the earli~t a~~ to worse, wilh Mary becoming 

V e ~ m l n g to . the Tuscarawas ehild.!en. Her N~me is Mary ~oun~ of U1e eternal triangle more and more jealous of the 
River at the Site of the present Hams. She still remembers m this locality. Newcomer. 
town of Bolivar. It should be lihat they used to be very reli- Eagle Feather. the chief Finall . 
mentioned just here, that this gious in New Eng-land and won- whose wife was Mary Harris, a ak Yd ~~e %~i:mng ~ary 
trail became most frequented ders how the white men can be became Lired of her. On~ ac- \\~th ~~~ tha~ her h1~~ba~ll~~~ 

been murdered. And sure 
enough, I.here Eagle Feather 
Jay, his head neatly pa.F'l:ed by 
a tomahawk. The Newcomer 
bad fled . 

or courso, f:his made it ~p· 
pear that she wa I.lie murd.er-
ess, and the tnd an set out in 
pu.r uit. 1'f1ey ire.€aplm•ed her a 
a :-.ma·ll Indian town 00 th 
bank or the 11uscalt'awas, Ol'J'le 



Fl. Pit l, folJowing the usual 
trail 1.0 the Tuscarawas River 
at Bo!.ivar. But because he had 
been warned or the hoslile In-
dian towns situated along Lhe 
banks of the river, he sel oult 
across country lo his deslina· 
tion - Coshocton - traveling 
irom Bolivar to Winfield, Su-
garcreek, Chili and Coshocton .. 

Ills cxpediUon was large and 
moved with military precision 
so that the Indians readily ac-
quiesced to his demands that 
all white prisoners be released 
to him on a certain date, or 
punishment of lbe lribes would , 
follow. 

He had already held council 
with the beads of tbe various 
Indian nations at Bolivar and 
bad chosen the forks of the 
Muskingum as the most advan-
ta aeous for handing over au ' 

b • d prisoners. His army arrive 
there Oct. 25, 1764. 

Sometime after 1760, the '. 
Delaware Chief Netawatwes 
came to the area from Western 

e still shoring Main st. when this picture was taken at the Pennsylvania and estab1!5bed 
land comprised of local musicians, and the old Opera his capital at the present site of 

' · h "d Newcomerstown known by the •orly movies were presented for t e res1 ents. ·r' G k 
1 

uk 
• Indian name o e e em cpe-
:be distance above Cosboclon, and quesne and renamed it _Fl. Pitt. chunk. Delaware dictionaries 
ne from that time on the site of and all tbe territory lymg west indicate the meaning of Neta-
nd her recapture by ' the Indians of lbe _Alleghenies, and north of watwes is "Newcome~,'' but it 
1g became known as tbe Newcom- the Ohio, bad been ce<led lo the is difficult to ascertam exactly 
:~ er's Town. English by the French. when the community became 
as . known as· Newcomerstown. 
i Was it she, whose execution In 1761 and_ 1762, two Moravi- It is known, however, that by 
pi . i t ber an miss10nanes, John Hec~e- 1770 tbe town was the Delaware ~ ~'.IBL ~i~es1sedto~ylh;b~a~ ogfler welder and Christian Frederick capital, with Netawatwes (New-

is. a 
0~ ioc ? Post, came to the Tuscaraw~ comer) as its chief, and the 

Chnstmas m 1750 · The legend Valley and built a small cabm chief aware of Moravian mis-
tir relates that the ~ew~r°1~~~d~~~ at Bolivar where they hoped to sions' in Pennsylvania, invited 
. 1 c usehd Mary 1HarbrJSd in a fit of establish a mission amo_ ng the them to come to the village. 
1a _ng er own 1us an er Indians. However, the tribes 
id Jealousy, bul M~y was cl~v were o hostile that they were In 1771 1\Ussionary David · 
re enough ~o c~nVlnce the Indians forced to abandon tbe attempt Zeisberger' arrived and preach-
ld of her mnocence. . within the year. ed the first Protestant sennon , 
re Of course, you W111 _note a In 1764, an expedition was west of the Alleghenies. The 
"Y discrepancy here, for Gist. do~s sent out by the colonists from Delawares welcomed him readi-
1d not connect lhe 2 women JD his Philadelphia for the purpose of ly granted to him the land in 
1g Journal and ~pparently Ea~le punishing Lbe Indians who had the vicinity of the Beautiful · 
1e Feather was ~Lill a~?ng tbe liv- continued Lo make dep1edalions Spring (Schoenbnmn) to be 

ing wben Gist VlSlted Mary all along the frontier, destroy- used as a mission, for following 
y Harr~. And '."'as tbe Newcomer ing much property, and killing his sermon the pre~ng year,• 
e a while captive? and capturing hundreds of the .srnallox which had been 
d The decade from 1750 to 1760 whiles. ravaging their nation had mi-
e was one of strife between lhe The expedition was under the raculously subsided. Accord-
r French and English, with the leadership or Col Henry Bo-
y Ohio country constanl1y over- quet. He came west by way ol See IUSTORY, Page 11-A _ _ 
r run by warring tribes. However, -

from captives held.,by lbe Indi-
• ans during Lbis time, it b~ 
. been e tabl:isbed that U1ere was 
1 a Newcomer's Town. I 
l About 1760, th<' French were 
. dri en out of l111s . edion, the · 
1 English had l'aptured Ft Dn-

I 



History of Newcomerstown 
Continued from rai:e 16-/\ ed ~4 lots. 2 tiers north and one lo 1860, Newcomerstown had a NewL"Onierstown, JO the 1:11\P 

soulb of the canal. Basin and populalion ol 577, which indud- part of lhe J9Lb Century had . 
lngly the mission or Schoen- Canal sis. ran east and west, ed many young men who joined thriving fair each faU. l\llhougl 
brunn nnd Gnadenhutten were cllvldlng the lots In those dlrec- the Union Army. l\l l~t ~o the fair grounds were really ~ 1 1 
begun. lions, while Bridge and Cross company was mustered n gbt l.ll uated m C~shoclon County (0 1 

ln 1774 the Delawares as sls. separated the lots In the Newcomerstown, but several lbe land <lireclly w~l or Liu 
proof of their continued friend- norl h and south lines. were raJsed in surrounding corporal.ion Une and now ownec 
5h.lp, extended their original Names .of many streets laid lowns which lhe men joined. b~ Dr. George Kistler) the fal 
grant unUJ il real·hed from Boli· oul since lhal Ume have served In the autumn of 1861, Camp sltil belonged to Newcomers 
var to tbe great bend in the ri· lo preserve the names of some Meigs was established al the town. 
ver below Newcomer's Town- of the early selllers. They were Dover fairgrounds and most of ll was called the Central Ohh 
a distance of apprmdmalely Neighbor, Mulvane, Goodrich, the enlisted troops from the District Fair and as its nam1 
thirty miles. The Delaware cap· West, Nugen and Pilling. county got some early training implies, was really larger tbai 
Ital was later moved to Gos- The village contalned one there. The 5Jst Regiment was any of tllose sponsored by lb• 
chachgunk (Coshocton). . building at the lime it was laid organized al the place and Co. surrounding counties. The ' 

out. Located immediately south C of that regiment was com- days of the fair were the higl 
It seems bard to beUeve tbal of the present tlepot, it was sev- posed of Newcomerstown men. point of the year for Newcom 

only 164 years ago, th.is par- eral years old and occupied by erstown citizens and peopJ< 
licular section of land was still Nicholas Neighbor. He erected Newcomerstown m a d e a came from miles around, bring· 
uninhabited. The days of Indian the first store building. and steady growU1 in population ing the family lunch in JargE 
fighting in the Tuscarawas Val- wilh Jacob Overholt, operated even dwing Civil War days and picnic baskets. 
ley were past before the white the first store, which was Joca- the period following lbe war 
settlers came, but privations, ted on the site of Britten's Gro- brought many inventions to add Jn 1895, the Clow plant wa' 
swamps. malaria, mosquitos cery. to the comfort and prospelity of moved here, and lent much im 
and wild animals were "real" In 1830 the village contained 4 the inhabitants. pelus to the growth of the pop 
enemies. buildings. Ten years later. New- The canal was still the most ulation, in fact the census fig 

The first selller known here comerstown bad a population of popular thoroughfare and many ures show that it doubled ir 
was John Mulvane, who had ao 270, showing the influence of returning soldier found employ- tliat decade. At the same timE 
account at a store m ~naden- ' the canal upon its growth. ment along its banks. the industrial life of the com-
hutten. Several .squatters fanu- The C. and M. Railroad was mUllity look on a new phase. 
lies lived m cabms. dotted about A sawmill was built by Ed· built in 1873 and many stones for products manufactured be-
lhe sur:ounding hills . . The pm· mund Smilb about 1833. direct· came from the camps of Irish fore that time bad been largely 
neers fe~red malaria and as. a ly north of the canal on Buck- laborers employed lo build it. absorbed by local demand, and 
usual thing built lhetr cabm~ boro Creek. A nour mill was One was that the Irisbmen no active part had ben taken 
not on lhe fertile ~alley land, built about 1836 at the wesl end came down with the smallpox in interstate an'I foreign trade. 
but upon the heavllv wooded of Basin st. Before that farmers and it spread lo a local farm- From that lime on, shipping 
and often rocky hills. . had lo grind their own corn and er's sheep, killing the whole of manufactured products from 
D~vid John.son, a Mr. Sills, wheal or drive considerable dis· flock. Newcomerstown sLeadily in· 

~llll!el Harns, and ~oseph and lance to olher mills. creased ._ 
illiam Mullane 11 ere . among In tlie early days or the set- Dw·ing Ole 1880s lbe present It is mterestmg to point ou1 

~: rg!ei-°ble e~lie.st /~oneersd Uement, the closest market for town hall was built and, with that Jn the 90-year period over Jo::n Pie:ce 'w:::el t ey and farm products was Pittsburgh. the completion of the opera which United Slates census fig. 
&ince they had not :~5oo. ao a All manner of goods was ship· ~ouse, real progress w~ made ures are available for Ne~com. 
legal right to the land on which ped by way on the canal and it m the way of entertainment. erstown, the greates perwd oJ 
they were living when the own· also was a good source Not ooly dld home talent shows growth was the 30 years be-
ers came were !mown as squat- for news, gossip and wierd st.or· prosper, but various troupes of tween 1870 and 1900, when thE 
tees. One' squatter whose name Jes . A black dog was reported actors, musicians, magicians population increased by 237 per 
may sound familia'.r was Nicho· lo be seen frequently roving and minstrels, some of whom cent as compared with 193 pe1 
las Funston. He was living on about one of the locks near Port were already prominent in their cent for the 30 years preceding 
the Stark Patent prior lo 1816. Wa.shingtan on dark nights and particular fields, made stops and ~O per cent for the 30 yean 

at Tucker's lock, a headless here. following. 
In 1814, Nicholas Neighbor man appeared. r 

came from Morris County, . . 
N.J., and, impressed with the One bit of exciting news for 
location, purchased 1900 acres Newco~erstown residents ap-
of the original Beaver Patent peaced m the Steubenville Mes· 
for himseU and others. The fol· se?,ger May 31, 1851 : 
lowing year a colonv of about The route of the Steubenville 
60 emigrants came ·from New & Indiana Railroad, after care-
Jersey. No shelter was avl!ila- fu~ surveys, has been deler-
ble except the abandoned Indian mtned. Its location was decided 
cabins of the former Newcom· at lhe la l meeting of the 
er's Town, untenanted then for Board of Directors. It leaves 
nearly 40 years. Steubenville through the cross 

In these th\µ' lived unW their Creek VaUey, thence by way of 
own cabins could be built. In Uhrichsville to Coshocton." 
1816 and 1817, other seUlers The road from Steubenville to 
from New Jersey followed, ~ewark was opened for traffic 
among them being the Miller m April 1855. But as it had no 
Tuttord, Crater, Gardner; ?Dnnection further east or west, 
Stouffer ~d Booth families. it did not prosper and before 

According. to one . history of 1~60 pa.s ed Into rf'Celvf'rship. It 
the township, the f.ll'st school rmally was mf' rged with the 
"'.as taught by Jacob Miller in Penn ~· lrn nl ;i flallro,ui Jn JSt. 
his cabin, situated north ol the by wlllch tune d&rl'r l t n'. 1 

river and near the county line. necttons had been "'•' ,1tillihcrt 1 
Another .school Is sa:id . to have both to the ca t arid lo tht> wr 1 been taught by Seth Hart in tile Fl'\\ l•irws :.eem to .haw 
Stouffer ~abln, farther ea~ t been handed 1town ronrermn r• ' 
along the nver. , Inc_ hu1lrtm· of the railroad, but 1 

The vlli j v aritt11 n«lfJ nt;. during the I 
t age Of Newcomer. · Civil \\ ar m d• mention 01 ii I 
1~':;1 ;~: '~1:1~~! lac1d o

1
ut in 

1
. f>tf'!.ident L 1 n c 0 1 n pw;seri I 

b . mo ana wa.s through here on his 1 
uilt. The origin~ contain- Was'!_Ington 1n 1881. ~: 



Full text of "The Moravian missions in Ohio" 

8 of66 

the Turtle tribe was the superior one. 

At the time of these events, 1770, Neta -
watwes was the peace chief or sachem of 
the Turtle tribe. Being the sachem of 
the most important tribe of the Dela-
wares he was regarded as the head man 
in the Delaware Nation, and had charge 
of the records and wampum of the nation, 
among which were the wampum belts 
given his ancestors by William Pehn. 
In Indian councils the sachem not onlv 

11" MoKAVIAN MISSIONS IN OHIO. 

j.r('>i(K'(l ((VL - rtlie meetings, but if he was 
:i man uf strong cliaracter lie would 

.decide many of the important questions 
himself. Netawatwes was a man of this 
character. In Indian councils he would 
ask the opinions of all the leading 
men of the tribes on the matter under 
consideration, and after each had ex-
pressed himself Netawatwes would give 
his decision on the question, after which 
there would seldom be further contro-
versy. The whites called him'' King 
Xewcomer " (wliidi name 1 will use 
hereafter in this history*, and from that 
name the town in which he resided was 
called '* Xewcomcrstown." 

NcwcoiiH-r"town was the ca]»ital of the 
Delaware Nation and the meeting place 
of their (Trand Council. The town con-
tained about one hundred log jionses, 

MORAVIAN MISSIONS IN OHIO. 13 

many of w~ich were well constructed, 
and equal to those erected by the white 
settlers. 

The principal war chief of the Turtle 
tribe and the confidential adviser of King 
Newcomer was White Eyes. This posi -
tion was one of great importance, as the 

https://archive.org/stream/moravianmissionsOOhueb/moravianmissio ... ,, 

8/13/2020, 11:22 AM 



Stark CoUnty OH Gen Web 

Tuscarawas County 
Wayne County 

2 of5 

http://theusgenweb.org/oh/stark/howe.html# :~:text=The first Moravi ... 

Perry, 2210 

Washington, 1389 
Lexington, 1640 
Pike, 1409 

The population of Stark in 1820: 12,406 
· in 1830: 26,552 

in 1840: 34,617 (69 inhabitants per square mile) 

The first Moravian missionary in Ohio, Mr. Frederick Post, settled in 
1761 in what is now Bethlehem township, on the north side of the 
Muskingum, at the junction of its two forks, the Sandy and 
Tuscarawas. The locality called Tuscararatown is on the south side 
of the river, just cibove Fort Laurens, and immediately contiguous to 
Bolivar. Just there was the Indian ford, on the line of the great 
Indian trail running west. The site of Post's dwelling, or missionary 
station, is indicated by a pile of stones, ·which had probably formed 
the back wall of the chimney. The site of the garden differs from the 
woods around it in the total want of heavy timber. The ruins of a 
trader's house, on the opposite side of the river, have been mistaken 
for those of the missionary station. The dwelling built by Post must 
have been the first house erected in Ohio by whites, excepting such 
as may have been built by traders or French Jesuits. The Indian and 
Moravian village of Schoenbrun was not commenced until 1772, 
eleven years later. 

*Loskiel's history of the missions says, in allusion to this mission " 
On the Ohio river, where, since the last war, some Indians lived who 
had been baptized by the brethren, nothing could be done up to this 
time. However, brother Frederick Post lived, though of his own 
choice, about 100 English miles west of Pittsburgh, at 
Tuscararatown, with a view to commence a mission among those 
Indians. The brethren wished him the blessings of the Almighty to 
his undertaking; and when he asked for an assistant to help him in 
his outward concerns, and who might, during the same time, learn 
the language of the Delaware Indians, they (the brethren) made it 
known to the congregation of Bethlehem, whereupon the brother 
John Heckewelder concluded of his own choice to assist him." " We 
know of Post that he was an active and zealous missionary, but had 
married an Indian squaw, contrary to the wishes and advice of the 
directory, who had the oversight of the Moravian missions, and by 
that act had forfeited so much of his standing that he would not be 
acknowledged as one of our missionaries in any other manner than 
under the direction and guidance of another missionary. Whenever 
he went farther, and acted on his own accord, he was not opposed, 
had the good will of the society of which he continued a member 
and its directory, and even ~heir assistance, so far as to make known 
his wants to the congregation, and threw no obstacles in the way if 
any person felt inclined of his own choice to assist him; but he was 
not then acknowledged as their missionary, nor entitled to any 

~ 
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farther or pecuniary assistance. "This will explain the above passage 
in Loskiel. " In Heckewelder's memoirs, written by himself, and 
printed in Germany, there is a short allusion to the same subject. He 
says, in substance, that he had in his early youth frequent 
opportunities of seeing Indians, and that gradually he became 
desirous ofbecoming useful to them; that already in his 19th year, 
his desire was in some measure gratified, as he was called upon by 
government to accompany the brother Frederick Post to the western 
Indians on the Ohio. He then mentions some of the fatigues and 
dangers of the journey, and that he returned in the latter half of the 
year 1762. In Heckewelder's narrative of the Indian missions of the 
United Brethren, he gives a more detailed accour:it of this mission. 
He says, in effect, that Frederick Post, who had the preceding year 
[1761] visited the Indians on the Muskingum, thought he would be 
able to introduce Christianity among them; that the writer of the 
narrative, by and with the consent of the directors of the society, 
went with him principally to teach the Indian children to read and 
write. They set out early in March, and came to where Post had the 
preceding year built a house on the bank of the river Muskingum, at 
the distance of about a mile from the Indian village, which lay to the 
south across the river. When they commenced clearing, the Indians 
ordered them to stop and appear before their council the next day, 
where Post appeared, and was charged with deceit, inasmuch as he 
had informed the Indians his intentions were to teach them the 
word of God, and now he took possession of their lands, and Post 
answered that he wanted no more land than sufficient to live from 
it, as he intended to be no burden to them, and whereupon they 
concluded that he should have 50 steps in every direction, which 
was stepped off by the chief next day. He farther says, that an 
Indian treaty being to be held at Lancaster in the latter part of 
summer, Post was requested by the governor of Pennsylvania to 
bring some of the western Delawares to it, which he did, leaving 
Heckewelder, who returned the same fall, in October, from fear of a 
war, and Post probably never returned to this station."* 

Canton, the county seat, is 120 miles NE. of Columbus. It is finely 
situated in the forks of the Nimishillen, a tributary of the 
Muskingum. It was laid out in 1806 by Bezaleel Wells, of 
Steubenville, and the first house erected the same year. Mr. Wells 
was the original proprietor of the town, and died in 1846. The view 
shows a part of the public square, with the court house on the left 
and the market in the centre. It is a very compact town, with many 
brick dwellings. 

A large business is done here in the purchase of flour and wheat, 
and within the vicinity are many flouring mills. Canton contains 1 
German Reformed, 1 Lutheran, 1 Presbyterian, 2 Catholic and 1 
Methodist church; 10 dry goods, 2 book, 2 hardware and 7 grocery 
stores; 2 newspaper offices; 1 gun barrel and 2 woollen factories, 2 
iron founderies, and about 2000 inhabitants. The Canton female 
institute with near 100 pupils. Massillon is on the Ohio canal and 
Tuscarawas river, 8 miles from Canton and 65 from Cleveland. It 
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male wa:. oliligl'd to rt' lurn Co tlw 111i,:-. io11 'nClt·mt·111 :111d t:mplor ti ll' frll1r 
llrctlircn for the i<>ng t rip h• >me. Hy 1- '> 1. Pu~t \\·a~ h: 1ck at hi~ work among the 
PcnnM·ll·:m i:t Indian~. li l'ing :tt Shamokin and \\\oming. • 

\\ ' ith the :idn·nt o f thC' l-r•·nch and l rnli:1n \\ ':1r . l'o:-.r':-. Iii(· d1angcd in a \\:I) ' 

unique :1mn11g .tll :\ lor:n i:111 11 Ji:-., i1111ar i c~ . Ii "'"'a t thh li me that the mh,ionar)· 
hcg;111 an l':\tcndnl pniod when he ;wt<:d a:-. <'011ri l'f'. diplomat. ;111d intc llig<'ncc 
ga l hcrn for t l1t· Pc1111 :-. llrn11i:1 aut ho r it i l'.\ . Farl)' in 1- 6 . ( 10\'t·rnor ltoberi 
Hunter .\I orris emplmnl Po,r in t':trn ing k11 cr' to anti froni lknjamin Frank lin. 
\\'IH> wa' in tlw Lehigh \ ' ;Ille~ · 10 l'Oll'- lf'll c t li>rh for d t'fl'n:-.t: . 111 the sununcr of 
,1-'>8. and :wco111p;minl b \ ( .hark ' 'I 111 >111, 0 11. the .\lor:1\'ia11 tran·lcd f\\'icc to 
\\ '1·oming 10 rl'infon·•· thc rtTc111 pe:11.T lrt•af\ nf'gn1ia1cd with t lu:Su, qud1;mna 
hra11ch or th\' Dclawan·' it'd h~ Teu il ll 'c1111g . 

The !-> t1< Te:-.:-. of 11J"'l ' t't11.k:nur' ln l 1l1c Ill'\\' go1·crnor. \\ 'i lliam lknn~·. to 
approac h f'o , 1 :1ho 11 t an c11rnpri .'l' 1h:11 \\'()ll il.I lh'cnnw tlw 111h, iona1 ) .. , 1110:.t 
f:tn1<n1 ;. . ln rl''POll 'l' 10 a rcque-r ddiH'IT d in l'lliladclphia h1 lwo lk lawrire 
\1 ;1rrim' frn111 lhl' Ohio. J),·11111 ;1,knl Po' t 101ra1·t'I intO t' lll'lll\ 1nri1ory. t'x plain 
the peace concluclnl wi 1h ihc •·a;.1nn trihl''· all cmpt to 'eparatc the \\T, lnn 
Indian ' fro 111 the l'rt' nch influenn :. :111<1 g:1thu m ilit :tn inlc l rmat ion al tl1c :-.ame 
tilllt' . lktwccn ,luly :ind !-ieptcmhn l '"' 'iR. Pos t. :1ccompanin l on ly hy natil'l' 
guid l'.'-. ' ll t '<'n·dn l in r1ilf11ling :di of llH: g1n·nm>1"' t'Xpcet :tlitm:-.. Though the 
\\ 'l';.tcrn t rihc;. clem;1mln l ti 1:11 1'1 >;.f rct urn a;. ' oon a;. po' ·' ihk wit Ii mo rt 
\\':tmp 11111 bell~ to pron· 1 he •, inccriry of rhc \\'hire go,·ernmcnt 's <i e.,ir(' for peace. 
tl1n· did ind ic11c a 11·illi11gnc's tD r<:., u111e their former peaceful " ·ays. 

l'o~ t. with the requested belt ~ . began hi;. return journey from Easton on 
Oet ohc r 2'i . I '"''i8. I fo diplti11u1 ic pany. not inclml ing himself. consisted of 
;.c\'cn men: 1 he Jk lall'arc Pisq1wtome11. a brother 1 if Shingas and Tamaqua. and a 
g ui<I \' li>r l'o;. t on his lir:-.1 jo11f'nc1· wcsr: Thomas Hickman and Isaac Stille. rn·o 
Indians ll'ho ac tn l a~ interpreters: two rcprc.,ent:11iH·s of the !roquob league: 
and t\YO \\ 'hitc militia oHktTS, .J ohn Hull and \\ 'illiam Havs. At I larfr; 's rcrr>· on 
the Susqt1cll;111t1a 1 llc t \\'O Iroquois left rht: party. Post's .second jourrn.:y \\'CSI took 
a mor(' so11rhull· r<iutc rlJa n h i;. flr;.1 so that he could conkr ~·ith nrigadier· 
(ic ncra l )0 1111 Forbc, . whose arnw was by then camped at Fort Ligonier on its 
wa)· to lht· h encli Fort Duq1 1c;.iic. necausc of this diffe re nt route. Post's Indian 
('()lll!':id t'S \\'e re \ 'C J l ' :q prd1c11~in: . The\' feare d retr ibut ion 111' the "Irish" or the 
Cumberland \ 'alley for damages inflicted hy the lndi;ins during the war. They 
also ,,·01-ricd that th tT might by ki lln l b1· some m·er ·zc;i lous se nt ry in Forb es's 
army. 1\Jtc r muc h cajoling. tilt' .\1or;n·ian conyinct·d the Indians r-o accep t the 
prom isl· o r s;1fi: pas~agc 1 hat he offered. On Onnhcr 29 thq· crossed the river. 
and as Post noted in hb Jonrnal' 

\Ye ·amc th:u night into Cn rlisl c and fo 11 ncl a small house 
\\' ithrnlf t h<: fi>rt. for the Indians to he by thcrnsd\'cs. and 
hired a '\Yonian to d ress their \•k:t u als, whic h p leased 1 hem 
\\'C l! . . ~Otli . S(' lt ing out ea rly. \\'(' came to Shippensburg. 
:ind were lodged in the Fort, where the Indians had a 
hm1sc ro t licms(' il'<·s. ~ I st. Set out ·arly, in our passing by 
Ch:iml er\ Fon . ~onw of the Irish Peop le, knowing some 
or 1l1c· Ind ian.~. thq· in a rash manner exclaimed again:-. t 
th em . and \\'(' had sornc c.liffic11lty to get th em cl ear. 

6 -



Ali<:r conr<.:rring with Forbes. J>osl and his party continued on 10 the Ohio. There 
the nathcs were in a state ofagilation. The\' had jusl returned from ht'lping the 
French auack Colonel James Grant's advanced guard of Forbes' army. Despite 
I his. many of their leaders st ill hoped for peace. Post 's nwssagcs. along with the 
knowlC'dge of an adYancing 6.000 man Anglo-American force sueceectccl in 
s('parating lht Indians from the French intcrest. The Fn:nch now had no choice 
but to abandon Fort Duquesne, which Forbes occupied on November 25, 
sending.John Armstrong of Carlisle fo1 ~·ard to raise the Union.Jade over the fort . 

Post's business completed. he began his rl'turn journey on December 27 with 
the bulk of Forbes's army. Alkr passing through Forrs Bedford, J.ittleton, :ind 
Loudon. the missionary again passed through C11ml>cr land Crn 1nt~'. I le wrnte in 
January. 19" 9 

I an my company took the upper road; which is three 
miles nearer to Shippen's Town. where we arri\'l'd rhis 
evening. The slippcn· roads made me. as a traveler. \Tt: 
tired. 5th. Today I stayed here ti>r the general. !\fr. H:iys 
went tt·n miles further. 10 sec some of his relatiYes. In the 
afternoon Israel l'emhcr1on eamc from Philadelphia to 
wait upon the general. 
6th. I came toda~· ten miles to Mr. Miller's where I lodged, 
having no comfortable place in Shippen's Town: all I he 
houses bdng crowded with people. 
7th. They made preparat ions. at !\Ir. Miller's, for the 
rcccprion of the general. lmt he being so well to lay. 
resolved 10 go as for as Carlisle. I cou ld scarce fi nd any 
lodging there. Henry Montour was so kind as 10 take me 
in his room. 
8th. I begged the general for lcal'e to go to Lancaster, 
having some business. which he at last granted. I went to 
captain Sinclair for a horse. who on.lcretl me to go to the 
chief justice of the town; who ought to procure one for 
me. in the province service. According to this order I 
went; but the justice told me. that he did not know how to 
get any .. . ! resolved to walk as I had done before: and so 
tt'avelctl along. and came about ten miles that day to a 
ta\'ern keeper's named Chestnut 
9th. Today I crossed the Susquehanna O\'c1· the ice. anti 
came withing thirteen miles of Lancaster. It was slippery 
and heavy traveling. 

On the next clay, Post finally a1Tived in Lancaster where he stayed with some 
Moravian Brethren and awaited the imminent arri\'al of the new Pennsylvania 
governor, James Hamilton. 

In the following year. the authorities again called upon the missionary to act as 
diplomat. Governor Hamilton asked Post and another White, .John J lays. to 
accompany chief Teedyuscung and his nat ive entourage through northern 
Pennsylvania on their way to at.tend an important tribal counci l :tt the Allegheny. 
Post was to act as a walking resource center able to expound upon various points 
regarding recent treaties. Along the wa}'. the Mo11wian also was to encourage the 
Indians to return any prisoners they might have. Once at the Allegheny. Hamilton 
wanted Post to invite the sachems of the western tribes toa grand conference in 
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l'hilaclc:lphia. llamilton hoped rhat this ,·igomus diplomatic acth· it~ · \\'Ollltl 

consolidatt: and solidify the recent peace accompl .ishc:tl \\'ith tlw \\'('.~tern tribes. 
On a more personal note. I Iamilton also sough t 10 u~t· rhc opport unit~ · to gain a 
more pr(>111incn1 pnsi1ioi1 in Indian affairs at rhc expense of the King\ O\\'n 
Indian ,\gent. \\' illiam .lohn~on of Ne\\' York. 

On i\lar 17. 1760. Post. lfnys. and the nati\'l' hand set out from \X1yo111ing for 
the: proposed council. The diplomatic group tra\'c:lcd 11p the Susquehanna. 
through l ht· Indian to\\'n of i\l'ch'\\·ihillusink. and on to Tioga Point .'' From there 
they tra,·t'lnl up the Chemung River into southern Ncw.Yorlc and tlwtown of 
Sccaughcung.- It \\'as hen: that the local chit·t'. Kinclcrunty. ;) f'ter issuing some 
thinly \Tiled t.hrears against the \X'hitenwn. Post and !fays, for trawling so deeply 
into Seneca cmmtry. ordered 1 he t"·o hack tot he Pt:nn .~ylvania settlements. \'V'ith 
no other- recourse available. Post and I lays returned . while Tecdyuscung and his 
Indians continued to the \'X' csr. Though Tccdl'u~cung did complete the mission. 
he did littk in the West other than to issue llarnilton's inl'it:ttion to :mend his 
proposed council. 

By the earl~ · 1760s most of.the Dcla\\'are and Sha"·ncc Indians that on c 
inhabited the Allegheny Valle~ ' · had mon:d into the eastern sections ofpresent-
day Ohio. man~· lil'ing along the Tuscarawas CreC'k8 and Cuyahoga Rh·er. In the 
early summer of 1761. Post. quite independently. and with little if any MoraYian 
hacking or apprn,·al. journeyed to these Dcla\Yare ,·illages to continue his 
interrupted rctigo11s work. Dcsritc ~ ·cars of cxreriencc as missionary anti 
wilderness tra\'t:lcrs. Post soon saw that the work was more exhm1sting than he 
had anticipated. To case the burden. he returned to Bethlehem to seek a )'Olinger 
man to act as his assistant. The person he t;nlisted. with the appro\'al of the 
i\•foral'ian authorities. "·as a nineteen-year-old cooper's apprentice. John 
f lecke\\'elcler. t·,·entually to become one of the most famous and tnn·elecl of all 
missionaries to the Indians. lkfrire returning to the Tuscamwas. Post also \'isited 
c;owrnor Ha mi !ton. Not only did he inform the governor oft he Indians' peacefltl 
progress. hut he also agreed to conduct important Delaware leaders to 
1 lamilton's long-planned conference later that year. 

Post met I kckrweldcr in l.ititz, and in mid-March, 1762, they began their 
journc\' to the West. Due to ·an extremely hazardous Susquehanna crossing 
because of very high water. the two tr:l\'clers journeyed only four miles from 
lfarris's by nightfall. 1-Jeckcwcldcr. who kept a diary of tht: trip west\\ard,'' 
recounts this part of the journey by saying 

The next dav we arrived at Carlisle; where we remained 
several hours. as Post had to make arrangements for the 
reception of the Indians whom he had promised the 
Governor to invite and accompany to this place, in order 
to hold a talk with the Government officers. We stopped 
for the night at Mount Hock. eight miles from Carlisle; and 
on the following clay reached Shippensburg. a distance of 
twenty-one miles from Carlisle. Herc we took leave of the 
white · settlements; the howling wilderness being full 
before us. In C\ 'Cl')' direction, the blackened ruins of 
houses and barns. and remnants of chimners met our 
eyes; the sad memorials oft he cruelties committed by the 
French and Indians, during the savage warfare of 17 '\6. 
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and the follow ing n-aP .... .This wa~ nothing to cheer us: 
hut there was certainh· an exhortation ·on1ai11nl in all 
rhi:-. l o hasten to bring the tiding:- (Jf peace tn t ile 
feroc ious red man. for l heY arc ·to all people.' 

Alter a 11!·ing ;md dangn ou:- journc, · of thi rt 1··rll rce <1 :11· . . the dllo arrin~d at thi: 
T usctnt\Yas Creek and entered rhe cahin that Post had constructed on his first 
trip to the area. 

Post remaini:cl at the mis'-ion stat inn with Young l kckewt'lder from the t imc 
or their arrh-:11 on April 11. unti l he began his trip on .lune 28 as escort for the 
Dela\\·;m: headmen traYeling to the council. rm\\· scheduled for Lancaster. 
!'reparations for the journe1· were shrouded in uncLTtainl 1·: n;it iYc leaders 
squabbled on:r precedence. scn~ral sachems succumbed to ii Ines~ just before 
departure. Shin gas and 01 her erstwhile vrnrriors feared that wa r-t imc bounties 
for their heads were st i l l in force. and lastly man~ · lmlian~ 1hougl1t that it \Y:ts both 
unnccessan- .~md unfair to ret urn all \'\'hi tc "captil·es ... e\Tn tlmsc who did not 
wish to lean· their nc\1·-fmmcl l ndian fricmls.111 Fi11all\'. in mid·April. Post. the 
Indian entourage. and the captil·es schcdulcll li>r return. departed Tuscarawas. 
lc;n·ing l leckewcldcr to man the miss ion alone. 

ff Post found the preparat ions aggre,·aling. !Jc Jirnnd the act ual trip a great 
burden. The missionarT became ill and had to hc carr ied lo Fort Pitt lw canoe. 
\Vhi te prisoners escaped and tried to return to the .Indian \'illages. Horses were 
lost daily. Most frustrating for Post were the Indians' complaints: they cou ld nor 
eat the salted meat prm·icled and other supplies \Yet'l' insufficient: thi:y "·ere 
tired and Post had not proYicled ;1clequate transport: they did not like being .. led" 
bv the Morayian; they \1·e1-e discnntentetl oYer the missionary's frugality \Yhen it 
came to allowing the nat in:s to indulge rhc i rfondness for liquor. n,·Ju ly 22. Post 
noted " .. .! had much ado ro keep them from Liquor. because the~· wou ld 
absolutely have i t...." 11 As the partY approached Cu111herland County. Post 
con tinued 

2-i th. \Ve started carll·. and when \\'C came OYer the 
mountain ~\·c gathered al l in one Company. and came in 
good order into Shippensburg in a hard gust ofrain. I got 
much tired b~· furnishing these people w ilh proYisions .... 
25 th. \X'e could not set of jsic] till about 110011. because 
th<:\' cou Id not 11nd some of thd horses ... . :\! r. Houde met 
f us j on the road -i miles from Carlisle; l recci\·ed a Letter 
from 1-lis Honour. and \Vas mightly pleased to get some 
assistance to case myseff a little of the great burdon jsicj. 
The people in Carlisle \Yere most all gathered to see the 
prisoners and Indians: although w e did \Yha1e1T r we 
could to pre,·ent Liquor among the Indians. the\' got 
some off sicl some people. 
26th. I informed the Cheefs I sic I of the Indians or the 
Contents of the Gm·crnors I sicj Letter. and introduced 
Mr. Boude to them. It pleased them .... They de~ired ... to 
make a speech to M r. Boucle. \Yhercupon w e met.. . I with I 
Mr. M.acent ire in tile II all w ith some Grntlemen oft he 
Town ... . <tfter \vhich they broke up and went to their fire 
places. Some of them got \'Cf\' drunk, the wh ite people 
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had carried om: of the prboners of[ sic I in the n ight: 
!k;l\er ITa111:1q11al \\:I!• much displl'asccl about it.... In Ilic 
cn·ning till": had ;1 fro li ck lsicl by dancing. singing. and 
drinking all 11igllt long. 
Ye 2~ th . \\'(' got tm> \\ 'aggons !sic] to CUT\" them to 
1 larr is~cs \\"hen· \\T arri\·cd in time. \'\' !' met (i Seneca 
,\lesscngn' there. \\·ho brought a I.ell er and t\l"t> Belts to 
1 he Co\"l·rnor. 

En:n artn crossing th(' Sw.qi wlianna. Po:-.t"; 1rn11hll',, \\"ilh the frcqt tl 'lltl\" drunk 
Indians contin11 ·d. It 1\·;1s no111111il .\11g11!-<t 8 . \\"hl'n the~ · had arrin·d in l.ancastn 
that he crn1 ld !hank " ... Cod .-\lmiglm· jsicl for his I sic I Protect ion and Assistance 
that he js/1·j hath IH' lped me thll ' 1:1r." 

As Post t r;11·l'lcd \H'st 11·ard I h re nigh c:1'1t-rn < )fJio aft er his 11ftccn \\"lTk ahscnlT 
from the T11-.c:1r;111·as. his 1m1ng a .... sis1a11t..Jol111 l ltTkc\\"c ldn. ins \\"a l king in till' 
opposite d i reel ion. The nimor.' and tcn,,ions then rampant in !he Indian l'il lage .... 
of the O ld '\11rth\\"l' 't regarding :111 imm inent Indian upris ing h:1tl f1>rccd th e 
n Hmg 111: 11 1 from his ~;ta lion. ·niongh 1hc 1wo men met 1m th l· t rai l. and 
I lcckc\\Tlder informed Po-,1 nf !he situation. lhc older mi;.;.ionan ·, 1iJ l th oughr it 
s:d(: to return 10 11lc l k l:1\\·:11T 1·ill agc. _lohn I il'l·kc\\T ldcr 1ra \"\·lnl 0 11 u, 
lluhll"hcm 

For a lime Po;.t did Iii<' pc:u l'lul ll .1 t his c;1hin. llm\THT. h~ mid ·lkn·mhcr. 
1..,(,2. l'o;. t al. n l(iuntl 1 he c irc11m:-.1anu·s intolcrahll". and llnl. h1· :1 ci rn 1i to1 1-; 
rou t t' . lo t Ill' ,afct1· olTor1 Pit 1. \'\ hi le: at t hl' l"orks oft he Ohio. he ' ta 1nl w i th the 
Q uaker ;.utter .. Ltllll'' Kcnm ·1 he \loraY ian .,pen£ lilt' time from Fchrua n · ro latl' 
:\la\". 1..,65. prl'aching 10 t il l' so ldier:-. in hoth Engli sh and c;crman. assisting at 
Kcnm"s .,£ore. :111d lending hi ;. help during the great ll1iod of .\ l arch of tha l n ·ar. 
On \ l a\" 29. ,,·it h the ;. torm kno\\'n as l'ontiac·s \\ ":1r aho11 1 to break. Kl·nm· and 
Post hc:1dcd cast The tiH·mcr lraH·lcd 10 l'hiladl'lpl li:i. while till' lar1n spent the 
war· 11 I kd summer nmnths of 1 -6 .~ in Carl hie and o n the Conococheague Creek 
or Frnnk lin Crn11ll\ . 

At thh time Post made a decision tha t prm·l·d pi1 otal ti"ir the future course of 
h i.' lit<.·. The m is:-. io11:1r1· :il\\"',l\·s had been frust ratnl h\· 11·hat he 1·it'\\ 'l 'd as false 
rclig iosit1· among thl.' majority of \\"hi I cs. :b for the lndi:1ns. the present war 
madt' it .,l'l'lll that ,11H· imml'di:ll L' pro, 11"l's:- among them \\ ·a~ o ut of thl· qlll'.'t ion. 
Add to th is hb al\\·a)·s indepe11til'llf 1ut t11T and tilt· occasiona l r i fts bct\\'Cl'l1 he 
;111d hi .... superiors in llerhlehcm . :md ii i-; 1101 :urpr i ~ ing that he dec idl·d what he 
did. I le left l'cnn.<.,\" l\·:mia and tran: lcd through the .... outhcrn co lon ies \\"ith the 
anticipat ion of going 1\·here cwr the Lord dircc tccl. 

\\" hcrl' the Lord directed \\":IS the :'llo:-.quitn Shore of Cent ral r\merica .1! Post 
spent the rc~ t of hi ' lifi.·. the m·. ·t l\\"l'n t,·-ont· 1·cars. \\"ork ing among the nati\"(: s. 
\\"ll it cs. and Blacks or tl!i-; ;1rea. I le also left tile '.\ loraYian fold and hl'camc a lay 
catechist for the world-\\'i de mbsionan- 1110\"cmcnt of the Church of England 
di rec ted hY the SrJC ict\ for lht· Propagat ion or the Gospe l. As was r~1)ical of the 
ea r lier p.irt of his lit<: in A\krica. Post and his nc\\" wife. \\·hom he met during a 
short trip to Phi ladelph ia in l ·~ ()~. w:1~ filled with adYenture. Not only did he 
m i n i ~tcr re ligiously t<l hi.' !lock. but he also endured earthquakes. storms at sea. 
tropica l di!>eascs. ~ la1 ·c upr isings. and att{cks bY pirates and the Spanish na,·y 

· Fina lh·. in 1-8'i. atl<:r a long ii Ines;.. Post and his w ife returned to Germantown. 
Pcn ns,·f\·:inia. \\"here he died 011 Apr il i-1. 
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PAGE TWO 

fiEKELEMUKPECHUNK 
WAS THE FORERUNNER 
Of NEWCOMERSTOWN 

"Gekelemufopechunk" is a hard 
name to pl'onounce. It was the name 
the Indians gave Ito the settlement in 

,,,_ 
NEWCOMERSTO' 

and comfort of man. The ibroad fert- crosses the canal west of the town, 
ile plans that line the river for miles where stands the mm. 
above and the town are bordered on This neighbor hood is rich in in-
either side with hills that rise to con- teresting historical events reaching 
siderwble height above the valley, back to the time when Indian chief 
while up and down the river miles New Comer had the capital of his na-
away, they seem gradually to circle tion here and the Moravian Indians 
around till they meet in the dim with their simple piety adorned the 
distance, forming a great beautiful wilderness of this valley with a just.-
basin many miles in length and per- ice and virtue that shames our mod- l 

this vicinity before Newcomerstown h ·1 · b dth \ aps two nn es 10 rea · ern civilization; their . blood stained I 
was founded. Along !the face of these hills . are 

The Indian village of Gekelemuk- scattered patches of timber, cleared the soil of Tuscarawas valley but the j 
h k · fields, clusters of farm houses and memory of their goodness is a per- 1 pee un was situated on the high 

orchards. The P. C. & St. L. rail- petual benediction. 
bank of the Tuscarawas River J·ust s b ·f I b · bl road cuts its way through the center o eautl u , so osp1ta e a coun-
'l>ack of Huff's greenhouse on East of these bottoms passing through the try should never have witnessed tbe 
.State street. The Delaware Indians village where it crosses the Cleve- crime of their murder. Here they 
came to that site in about 1750 and land and Marietta railroad--two should have had a perpetual resting 
soon had a :Village of about 100 log I great arteries of trade b1·ingin~ the place and •been. pl.aced as an example 
houses. Chief Netawatwes ruled valley into easy quick communica- to modern Christians. 
«>ver Gekelemukpechu~k, which tion with trade centers north, south, I If Cornstalk, a mere savage, could 
means Still Water. east and west all over the world. The bring century curses on the spot that 

The following article was ;puhlis};i- Ohio canal parallels the P. C. & St. witnessed his murder, bow much 
ed in an old Newcomerstown news- L. raliroad in the town and brings to more should this country sufier for 
]Japed in about 1889. It gives a good it salt and lumber at a minmum cost the death of the Moravia.ns. But 
insight into the town's early history for freight. events march on and little heed time 
and its natural advantages: W hen the canal was built the town • pays to blood shed or conquest, glory, 

The Delaware Indians are respon- began. Its •business then grew up or revenge. The valley of the Tus-
s ible for Gekelemukpechunk and for along the two streets on either side carawas smiles unconscious of the 
its name both of which have fortun- of it, and there it still clings to a crime of long ago. The blood of a 
ately for a short lived race almost great extent. Substantial brick or saint fertilizes the soil no longer than 
fallen into forgetfulness. frame business houses line both of that of a villian and he is sooner for-

The Ohio canal is responsible for these streets for several squares west gotten. The dead past ihas buI"ied its 
Newcomerstown, for its building- in of Bridge street. In more mod·ern I dead and few of those who now 
1828 caused the town to have a be- <times hotels have been built near the I marry and are given in marriage 
ginrung partly on the spot where railroad crossing in the north part of along this valley ever give a thought 
the town with the impossible name the town and to the southwest across to the murdered Moravians or stop 
indicated above stood .and it took the P. C. C. & St. L. railroad many to condemn their unt imely taking off. 
its more euphonious if st ill cumb- dwellings have been erected •but the (The write.r then goes to state 
roas name from King New Comer business clings to the neighborhood the extent of the town's resources-
who ruled in Gekelemukpechunk of the canal. mostly clay- but no mention is made 
aobout the close of the eighteenth Two bridges span the canal, one of the Clow company which was the 
century. . on River street the other on Bridge turning point in lthe town's economic 

T1,1scarawas county varies in its street and a row of good dwelljngs ! history. It states that 40 houses were 
-elevation above Lake Erie from 220 front the canal across south Canal guilt the year before and that the 
feet at Newcomerstown to 775 feet street for a Jong distance east from population was 1,299.) 
at Mt. Laber. These elevations in- Bridge street. The other principal Here is a list of business places 
dicate considerable diversity of sm·- cluster of .houses lies along the · foot at the itime (about 1889). 
face and give opportunity to discov- hills north of the canal in .the old- List of Business Men 
er the hidden wealth. From the low- er town. The depots of the raih·oads The Oxfo1·d Bank-G . . W. ~fol-
-est 'Valley the town looks up and ex- are near ea.ch other in the southe1·n vane, W. P. Mulvane and Theo. F. 
]>lores the hill Cor their valuable de- suburb and south of them the broad Crater. 
posits. fields stretch away to the river only W. R. Crater, insurance. 

There is no more beautiful valley broken in their even smoothne. ' by a Ct·escent Mlouring Mills---Daniel 
1n Ohio than that which stretches cluster of stones near lhe depots that Snyder. 
alang the Tuscaraw11A river above and ,mark ,Lhe graves of. the early dead of Orme & Dent--HaTdware. 
below Newcomerstown nor one 1nore tbe village. North or the town the I. Crate1--Hal'dwnre. 
liberally endowed by nature with n il hills rise graduully uml from nmonir Will Wilgus-Stoves, tinwa-re. 
that contribute to Lhe heaJth, wca llb them breaks 1Buck Horn crt,ok, whi b A. M. Bl!ers-Physidan. 
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John W. S. Goudy-J>hysician. 1· 

J . R. McIDlroy- M. D. 
John H. Goudy-Furnitul'e and 

m1derta,king. 
T. J. Erwin & Son-P.hotograpb-

.ers. 

. J . Hummel-Merchant tailor. 
Thalheimer Bros. - Baltimore 

Clothing Co. 
W. B. Sultzer~Merchant tailor. 
A. Cutler & Co.-Genera1l store. 
Riverlawn Farm-R. H. Smith. 
Neighbor & Burris-Dry goods. 
0. A. Vogenitz-Dry goods. 1 
Crater & McClea1·y-General store. 1 

S. Marks-Dry go'ods. 
Hicks& Peck--<Boots and shoes. 
C. C. Dickinson & Co.-City Bak-

ery. 
S. F . Timmons & Son-Saddles 

and harness. 
R. L . .Shoemaker-Groceries. 
W. H. Galigher-Groceries. 
Galigher & Leech-Cigars. 
M. Yingling-Grocer. 1 
W . A. Johns-Druggist and notary 

public. 
Commercial House-Wm .. Shaw. 
W. S. Lyons-Groceries. 
Foun<tain Hotel--J. M. Sondles. 
L. S. Cunningham-Garden seeds. 
C1'int Whiting- Paper hanging. 
Simeon Munplhy-Building mover. 
Wm. Whittle-Barber. 
Case & Ross-Lumber yard. 
Globe House-W. H . PhilJi.ps, pro-

prietor. 
Buchtrnan Business College , 
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Indian skeletons found in Newcomerstown 

Eighty-three years ago 
this July, the citizens of 
Newcomerstown were all 
excited following the ac-
counts of the discovery of 
12 skeletons found during 
excavations on Mulvane 
Street. 

According to the July 12, 
1934 edition of The New-
comerstown News, work-
men were digging along 
south Mulvane Street to 
construct a storm sewer 
when the skeletons were 
discovered about two and a 
half feet below the ground. 

With the discovery of the 
first couple skeletons, it 
was thought that they were 
those of early pioneers. 
Further excavation lead to 
the discovery of Indian 
beads, and other relics 
found with, or along side 
the skeletal remains. 

Dr. Emerson Greenman, 
curator and director of the 
Ohio State Archaeological 

- -----

Society had been contacted 
by local authorities, and 
made an examination of the 
skeletons, and relics. 
Greenman said that the due 
to the size, and shape of the 
skull and other bones, as 
well as the presence of the 
Indian-related items found 
on, or nearby each skeleton 
that it supported his con-
clusion that the skeletons 
were those of Indians. 

Greenman estimated the 
bodies had been buried 
sometime between 1770 
and 1790. Because of the 
regularity of space between 
each skeleton it also sup-
ported the belief that the 
area had once been an In-
dian cemetery. 

According to Greenman, 
the Delaware Indians who 
once inhabited Newcomer-
stown, were stricken with 
an epidemic of small pox 
around 1790. Many of the 
tribe members succumbed 
to the epidemic. Historical 
accounts from early settlers 
also said that an early In-

Newcomerstown 
residents, Ruth 

Cunningham, and John 
Jones are seen digging in 

a trench on south 
Mulvane Street following 

the discovery of several 
skeletons in August 

1934. The photo was 
taken by the late Anna 

Sells who resided on 
Mulvane Street at that 

time. 

dian village, and a cemetery 
was noted in the south side 
of the village (now the site 
of south Mulvane, and Ch-
estnut Street) when early 
explorers, and settlers be-
gan arriving between 1807 
and 1814. The cemetery 
was in close proximity to 
the river. Over the years, 
the river had eroded the 
river bank away, eventually 
extending into the ceme-
tery, and washing many of 
the grave sites into the 
river. -

The 1934 discovery was 
reportedly not the first 
time that skeletons were 
found on Mulvane Street. 
In 1928, several skeletal re-
mains, including a com-
plete skull, were found 
when a resident of south 
Mulvane Street was replac-
ing a sidewalk in front of 
the residence. 

Dr. Greenman later rec-
ommended that the skele-
tons, and relics be pre-
served, and placed in a mu-
seum, preferably some-

where in Newcomerstown. 
The high school was one 
suggested site for the dis-
play. The Newcomerstown 
Chamber of Commerce 
were planning to meet to 
discuss Greenman's sugges-
tion. It is not known 
whether the Indian skeleton 
display ever materialized. 

At this time, the where-
abouts of the skeletons, and 
relics is unknown. Were 
they ever displayed in New-
comerstown, or anywhere 
else? Where are they now? 
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S<>1ll C\\' IJ ete 1 H~twi:e.n 1770 andjindians suctulnhe(] to the d i ·-
17! o '' .;;ev r •p td i' ITII C of sma ll · ca ;;:e 
P x swe pt the 0 ' lewarr ln<ll; " 1 1 hi s lat1l 1 • record rl i his-
vi II u ~c th a I 'i i o<HI on llw h1rnk . , 
of lhe Tuscar:Hv· s r·lv r outh or 1 I n hu l ii ;\' "', l unit! .J ul v 6, 
"'1~ 11 ., t.;1a11 ,, 19~M. th at lh ) pcopl r of Nc weo 11. 

lt w a l' ~ ti 1 n a I d lh tJ t n o r e r 1" I <nv n , e " p • ci a 11 y I h n ' C1 1 n I h 
jth J n 2110 of Chi ·L 1 rla wu twe ·· srn 1tl1 as1 sedton of t.own , be· 

!ca me r111l v nw;1r<" thnt pn r l of 
· Lh ~ tnw n •a built over the 
! ~··: 1 \' ·; nrd of thO!Se Ind ia n .: mall-
p ox victims. 

)n thal .·lav ir 19:-\4, sevc•ral ! . 
work men exca va llng for a lor m 
s ~ w1• r unN1 flhei · L2 ·kelctnn. .\ 
cuir ulor from the Ohio Slate 
\ . acoln<.:. ·al ::inciety ia Co-
lumbus was called. He pro-
n:rnnced them defi nite ly lndia n ' 
bones, undoubtedly those of the 
Dela wa re lndrnns who thed of 
small.pox. 

Thi bones were found \-'fith 
rn ch regula r ity thait there was 
no doubt Lhal it wus a grave-
yat'd. They were about two and 
a half f e.t l ·inder the gr ound. 
Those bones may be seen now 
in n :?- la s · c u ~ in the bigh school 

uildinb. 



OLDEST HOUSE IN TOWN - For ma ny yea rs, th is w a s 
the oldest house iii Ne wcomerstow n. Bv il! by Will iom 
Neighbor in 1815, i i s tood fo r mony ye a rs ju-s l w s t 
o'f the ce mete ry. 

+ + + • ... + 

60 Pioneers 
Find Haven 

Sixty weary pioneers looked' hopefully inlo t h~ 
volley ofter their tir!ng journey across mountains and 
forests. They were home. 

There were no brass bands and only o few whitet 
settlers to greet them as they prepared to make the ir 
homes and write fheir page in the 150-year hislory of 
the southern Tuscarawas co. community of Newcom· 
ersf'own . 

Today, their efforts are being recognized as New~ 
comerstown cel~brotes its Sesquicentennial with par• 
ades, colorful costumes and ctn historical spectcicle, 
drawing thousands of area visitors to their "party." 

> 
t: 

Nicholas Neighbor of 
New Jersey was the 
"founding father" of the 
cresent village and he 
hod led his relativ~ and 
neighbors acros~ the 
mountains from the e o5t 
in 1814. They were 
happy to find abandon-
ed Indian cabins ·n 
''Newcomer's Town" and 
made them their homes 
u11til the i1 own c:obint 
could be e rected. 

Nearly all of the emigrants 
were either relatives or friends 
of Neighbor and spent six weeks 
on the trip to this area. Neigh-
bor's cabin was the fi rst one 
erected. George Bible, then al,. I 
ready an "oldtimer" in the area, 
in a neighborly gesture, placed ' 
a freshly killed deer In front 
of their door. Frightened at 1 

!first, they later enjoyed their ! 

(Conllnued on Page 4) 1 



l1 dcrnrle •ll Che ROA ring 20'8. ) 1 {) • F • d The depression gripped the Ion ers In (IOmm1mlly In thr. 30'~ just as ii 
did orher 11reas . .But Cy Young 

1l 011111111 d rrom pl\jie l) Ill, providing much-needed 1to11e on tht wa. terway wu at It.I I was Inducted Into Baseball 'i; 
J Ian crooks bowls 11nd jugs A height Each lock had a tender Hall or Fame at CooperstQWn, 

Jn 1 vcn ;;on. · ' • · · ' N Y In 1937 T 1938 lh high I ·~nbur w s n rued l\n a~- second pottery later was bu.Ill and nea.Fly every lock had a 1 · .. · n · · • e 
I l I ·A • i'"d In on \" l le sr A flour mill w11s str•nge 110,.., connected with school had IL~ first undefeated llr tMf' Uqze nr hSl\c· ,v, . ,.,, •;, ' r b I . 

Nt?w l'lul<irt lph1n ro1 0 num- built In 1836 wesl ot town. It, adding to the folklore con· nol al team. A~d in 1939, the 
h f I-le , ~ one of The first ·chool waa buUt nected with th• communJcy's village marked lls 125th anni-

C\r ~· H'flt. · " • j ve ury 'th t d lho. t' p 1·e~lthn~ in the ut11mn near tlle PllUng st bridge. Ja· early 'history. r :Vt a pagenn an _P<i -
ot tll:.j at lb ·"pl151 Boy murder cob Mlller was the teacher, and Robert Nugent, who •etlled 

1 
rade. which turned Main sl into 

tr 11 .. The cnme occurred In John Funston, later convicted near Newcomerstown after pur- a midway. 
Oxforrl twp nd the gliilty man, as .the murderer of the post boy chasing 800 1cre11 or land, serv- Thelma Swigert was crowned I 
John r-11nston. wns !he fir 1 per- was one or his pupUs. Another ed . as superintendent ~t the 

1 
as Miss Newcomerstown on 

011 e. crnted in the 1•oun1y's hi5· school said to be taught by Ohio Canal rrom Its beginning 
1
sept. 28th Of that year and · 

!Or\'. .1udce Ne i~hbor la! r re· Seth Hart wa.s localed In the until It closed in 1873. Wheat [about 10,000 peopJe reportedly 
tur.netJ to - ewcomer town and Stotler cabin across the river. and corn were the primary ar-

1 
witnessed the parade. 

died rhere. In 1841, James Pilling. a na- tlc les exchanged on the canal The cent_ury's second. war 
ndiew Crn ler cnme from rive of England, established a as the town grew to 791 resi- look many ."v~s rrom Lhe village 

N w Je1 ·ev in 1817 and soon af- 'woolen ractof')' on the site or dents Jn 1870. rn the 1940 s, Just as some paid 
ter h.1s IUTtV I ma rried Jud~c U1e old Delaware Indian Vl~lage. The C & M Railroad was built the supr:me sacrifice ea'.Jier In 

•eii;:hbor's daugh1er, Eliza- He also operated a sawmill on in 1873, assuming the role for- the 19~ s. Meat rationing be-
beth. When his wife died, he the bank or the river. Both were merly played by the canal. The gan in l!M3. Present School 
returned east anll brought bark powered by waterwheels turned town hall was built in 1880's Supt D. B. Roeder was nam-
h1 s1slcr, c1ra h. who reared 1 by the water rrom . Bee Tree and many prominent musicians ed to that post in June of 1942: I 
his family of four children, Cra·1Gut, a small stream· that ran and actors were visitors in the Two well-known sports flF:· 
rer' brother, Morris, al o came I from the hills on .the north ~ide community. Jn 1895, the Clow ures al~o made headlines in re- j 
to New omer 1own and for a or lhe valley mto the river plant moved to town and added cent history. Cy Young mark-
time operated a store at Tuck-1there. to the growth, as the popula- ed his 80th birthday in 1947 and 
er's lock. remains or which still The low~ grew slowly: In the lion doubled in the ensuing 10 four years later a d~fferent 
an be seen drt\'lll!l east on early 1840 s the populauon was years. sport made news as native son 

Route 36 and J6, beyond the 270. Twenty years later it was One of the most memorable Woody Hayes was named head 
Goshen Bnck plant. 577. events 1n the early 1900's was , football coach at Ohio State, a 

Because of the many Neigh- On May 31, 1851, it was an· the great flood ot 1913. The Ohio 'I post he still holds. 
bors re idmg in Lhe town, the nounced that the ' roule of the Democrat & Times (forerunner In 1950, 3,000 persons attend-
early name wa Ne1ghbortown , !Steubenville and lndia.na Rail- of The Daily Times) described ed the dedication of Cy Young 
bu.I \ hen the village was laid 1road had been determined and the village's plight on March 29 Park and three years later Cy 

1 
out in 1827 by Judge Neighbor, would pass through Newcom- of that year: spoke at the Hall of Fame, two 
he nave it its present name. lerstown, traveling from Steu- "Nine-tenths or the village years before bis death. ! 
When the original plot was benville through Uhrichsville to was under water and the dam- Bad news in 1956 came with 

made, there was only one build- Coshocton. It opened for traffic age done to the houses and fur- closing of the Clow plant, bu.t 
ing in the village, occupied by in April 1855, but passed into re- niture is great. Farmers in the in 1963 Kurz-Kasch set up shop 
Ne.1ghbor. He shortly erected ceivership before 1860 because surrounding vicinity report thad,in part of the old factory. 
1he hr l sl ore budding and op- it had no connection f.urther they have Jost much of their Today, the population 1'1 
erated it with Jocob Overholt. east or west. In 1861. It merged stock. The homeless are stay- about 4,300, approidmately 5,-
Basin and Canal streels ran with the Pennsylvania Rail- ing In the opera house, church- 000 with the residential sections 
east and west and Bridge and road. es and school buildings. There out~ide the corporation limits 
Cross streets separated town The greatest of all events are washouts in the streets of 'ncluded, Highways in existence 
lots in north and south. The connected with the history of Newcomerstown eight and ten nd more Important those In the 
li rst plot contained 31 lots. the railroad and town was the feet deep." Janning stage which will be 

Many pioneer names are p.re- 1861 visit by Abraham Lincoln, But there were happy notes ompleted in the ~ext several j 
serv~ In streets laid out later, who passed through on bis way too. Cy Young was 11 t his great- ears, make the v11lage an al· 
Including Neighbor, Mulvane, to assume the presidency~, Mrs. est in the late 1800's and rec- ractive site for prospective in-
Goodrich, West, Nugent and Mary E. Dent was fond of tell· ords compiled through the ear- dustries. An active Chamber of 
PUJlng. Ing how, as a little girl, she was ly 20th century will endure ror- Comm@rce is always looking tor 

By 1830, there were four lifted up so that Lincoln could ever Jn baseball annals. Fae- ew additions to the industrial I 
buildings Jn the village and IO pJace hJs hand on her head. tories were opened In the com- family. 
yea.rs later there was a popula· Newcomerstown's first furnl- munity as it began reaching its Any history would be remiss 
tJon of 270, most llvlng in log Lure store was established In industrial peak. 0 neglect the f11ct that Newcom-
cablns with smalJ glass windows 1852 when a man named Bick- Perhaps the hbtory of the rstown was the first communi-
and rough board floon. er arrived from Prussia. He al- 20th century is better known be- ty in the state to take advant· 

Meat was salted and dried so serv~d as an undertaker. cause of improved commumca- ge ot the Community Im- • 
and the bides, were cured at The J1rst doctor was named tions and also because many rovement Corporation statutes 
Aaron Schenk s ta11nery, built Upson. Later doer.ors were readers have lived their lives nacted In Columbus by obta.in-
sbout 1827. Schenk was a eo\>. Clark, Brown, Case, Sheldon, in It. But there were major ev- inJ lRX exempt ~tatus from the 
bler and needed leather, lead- and Solomon Been, the uncle ents, Introduction of !he au- ft-denil aovemment, p11vini: the 
ing blm to build the tannery on of the late Dr. A. M. Beers. Dr. tomobile, radio and the advent way tor orher $Uch ClC'. l 
W, Canal .st. Later, another one Goudy and Dr. McElory al o of talking moving pictures. lhrou~hout th 11\le. 
was buJ!t .on W. Main st. practi~ed In later yt-ars. The firat "talkie" al the Rltij With a r1 h hi 1ory In look ! 

A sawmill on Buckhorn Creek The old Ohio Canal 110 I Y·!Theatre wu in May of l92ft. I oa.ck upon, the villag ppeu 
provided lumber for hou1t1. Id • vUaJ rot In eomm re By 19.'JO th villag l'Of1Ul11tmn I tn I t'I h ve a bright future ll 
Gustavus Fox established • du the 1800' · It wa bu lt 1h d lnrri!a ed to .C,257 thnwing I 1c!>1den1 pauH to w1 h th .r 
pottery on which Is now Church In tAJ7 and J>v 1814\ th tr1ff 11n tn re11 ot 8M In th husv, IQWn. ''Happy ,l;j()IJ> &rth~ ." 



Henry Bouquet - Wikipedia 

WIKIPEDIA 

Henry Bouquet 

Henry Louis Bouquet, g~nerally known as Henry Bouquetf 1J 
(1719 - 2 September 1765), was a Swiss mercenary who rose to 
prominence in British service during the French and Indian War and 
~ontiac's War. Bouquet is best known for his victory over a ~ative 
A!_nerican force at the ]iattle of ~~hy _Bun, lifting the ~~ {)f Fort 
Pitt during Pontiac's War. During the conflict Bouquet gained lasting 
infamy in an exchange of letters with his commanding officer 
Amherst who suggested a form of biological warfare in the use of 
blankets infected with smallpox which were to be distributed to 
Native Americans.[~ Despite this indictment historians have praised 
Bouquet for leading British forces in several demanding campaigns 
on the Western Frontier in which they "protected and rescued" 
settlers from increasingly frequent attacks.[3] 

I 
!Contents 
~~rly_!!fe 

French and Indian War 
Pontiac's War 
~t:Qmo!ion a_nd sudden death ! 
In literature 
References 
External links 

Early life 
Bouquet was born into a moderately wealthy family in Rolle, Swiss 
Confederacy and the oldest of seven brothers. The son of a Swiss 
~~--

roadhouse owner and his well-to-do wife, he entered military service 
at the age of 17.li J Like many military officers of his day, Bouquet 
traveled between countries serving as a professional soldier. He 
began his military career in the army of the _Qutc}:i _ReQ_u"Q~i~ and later 
was in the service of the Kingdom of Sardinia. In 1748, he was again 
in Dutch service as lieutenant colonel of the Swiss guards. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry _Bouquet 

Henry Bouquet 

Colonel Henry Bouquet, painting by John 
Wo[laston, c. 1759. 

Born 

Died 

Allegiance 

Service/ 
branch 

Years of 
service 

Rank 

Unit 

Commands 
held 

1719 
Rolle, Swiss 
Confegera~y 

2 September 1765 
(aged 45-46) 
West Florida 

: Dutc_b Rei:>ublic 
ill King.Qom of Sardil}ia 
~31:: Qreat Britain 

- British Arm~ 

1756 - 1765 (British ~ 

Army) 

Colonel 

60th Regiment of Foot 

Fort Pitt 

Battles/wars French and Indian War 

~2 

French and Indian War . Forbes Expedition 

1of5 

He entered the British Army in 1754 as a lieutenant colonel in the 
6oth Regiment of Foot (The Royal American Regimen_!),lil a unit 
made up largely of members of Pennsylvania's German immigrant 

• Battle_of_Fort Ligonier 

Pontiac's Rebellion 
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community. After leading the Royal Americans to Charleston South 
Ci!rolina to bolster that city's defences, the regiment was recalled to 
Philadelphia to take part in General John Forbes' exQ_edition against 
Fort Duquesn(:'. in 1758. 

• Siege of Fort Pitt 

• Battle of Bushy Run 

While Bouquet travelled down the road from Fort Bedford, his troops were attacked by French and Indians at 
Loyalhanna, near present Ligonier PennsyJvania, but the attack was repulsed and they continued on to Fort 
Duquesne, only to find it razed by the fleeing French.W - -

Pontiac's War 
In 1763, bands of Native Americans joined forces to remove the British 
from their territory in what is most often called Pontiac's War. Pontiac, 
an Ottawa war leader, began urging the Indian tribes that had been allied 
to the French during the French and Indian War to join together to 
continue the fight to remove the British from the territory. Pontiac 
initiated attacks on the western-most frontier forts and settlements, 
believing the defeated French would rally and come to their aid. The start . 
of the conflict is usually described as the siege of Fort De_troit on 10 May 
1763. Eo:D: S~ndus!<y, Fog Mi_chiliJ!!.ackinac, [op: Yresqye Isl~, and 
numerous other frontier outposts were quickly overrun. 

Several frontier forts in the Ohio Count!Y had fallen to the allied tribes, 
and fort; Pitj:, fort Ligionier, and Fort Bedford along Forbes's road were 
besieged or threatened. Bouquet, who was in Ehiladel hia, threw together 
a hastily organised force of 500 men, mostly Scots Highlanders, to relieve 
the forts. On 5 August 1763, Bouquet and the relief column were attacked 
by warriors from the _Delaware, MingQ, §hawne{:'., and }'Yyanc~g! tribes 
near a small outpost called Bushy Run, in what is now Westmoreland 
C2un!y:,_Ren_!!sylvania. In a two-day battle, Bouquet defeated the tribes 
and Fort Pitt was relieved. The battle marked a turning point in the war. 

The Indians returning English 
captives to Colonel Henry Bouquet 
in November 1764. 

It was during Pontiac's War that Bouquet gained a certain lasting infamy. The Bri_!:ish _brmy attempted use of 
smallpox against Native Americans during the Si~ge of Fort Pitt in June 1763.[SlJ:fil[z] During a parley in midst 
of the siege on June 24, 1763, Captain Simeon Ecuyer gave representatives of the besieging Delawares two 
blankets and a handkerchief enclosed in small metal boxes that had been exposed to smallpox, in an attempt 
to spread the disease to the Natives in order to end the siege.[8J William Trent, the trader turned militia 
commander who had come up with the plan, sent a bill to the British Army indicating that the purpose of 
giving the blankets was "to Convey the Smallpox to the Indians." The !~vajce's approval confirms that the 
British command endorsed Trent's actionsJsJ[6] A reported outbreak that began the spring before left as 
many as one hundred Native Americans dead in Ohio Country from 1763 to 1764. It is not clear, however, 
whether the smallpox was a result of the Fort Pitt incident or the virus was already present among the 
Jl~laware people as outbreaks happened on their own every dozen or so years[9J and the delegates were met 
again later and they seemingly hadn't contracted smallpox.[10J[u][12J Smallpox was highly contagious among 
the Native Americans, and- together with measles, influenza, chicken pox, and other Old World diseases -
was a major cause of death since the arrival of Europeans and their animals.[13J[14J[1sJ 

The journal of William Trent, the commander of the militia at the fort, has provided evidence that this plan 
was carried out: 

[June] 24th [1763] The Turtles Heart a principal Warrior of the Delawares and Mamaltee a 
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Chief came within a small distance of the Fort Mr. McKee went out to them and they made a 
Speech letting us know that all our [POSTS] as Ligonier was destroyed, that great numbers of 
Indians [were coming and] that out of regard to us, they had prevailed on 6 Nations [not to] 
attack us but give· us time to go down the Country and they desired we would set of immediately. 
The Commanding Officer thanked them, let them know that we had everything we wanted, that 
we could defend it against all the Indians in the Woods, that we had three large Armys 
marching to Chastise those Indians that had struck us, told them to take care of their Women 
and Children, but not to tell any other Natives, they said they would go and speak to their Chiefs 
and come and tell us what they said, they returned and said they would hold fast of the Chain of 
friendship. Out of our regard to them we gave them two Blankets and an Handkerchief out of · 
the Small Pox Hospital. I hope it will have the desired effect. They then told us that Ligonier had 
been attacked, but that the Enemy were beat ofli§] 

A month later in a series ofletters between Bouquet and his commander, General Jeffery Amherst, the idea of 
using smallpox blankets was proposed and agreed upon to infect the Indians by giving them infected 
blankets. Amherst wrote to Bouquet, then in Lancaster, on about 29 June 1763: "Could it not be contrived to 
send the small pox among those disaffected tribes of Indians? We must on this occasion use every stratagem 
in our power to reduce them."[17] Bouquet agreed, replying to Amherst on 13 July: "I will try to inoculate the 
Indians by means of blankets that may fall in their hands, taking care however not to get the disease 
myself."[18] Amherst responded ' on 16 July: ''You will do well to try to inoculate the Indians by means of 
blankets, as well as to try every other method that can serve to extirpate this execrable race. "[19] 

By the autumn of 1764, Bouquet had become the commander of Fort Pitt. To subdue the ongoing Indian 
uprising, he led a force of nearly 1,500 militiamen and regular British soldiers from the fort into the Ohio 
Counn:y.[20] On 13 October 1764, Bouquet's army reached the Tuscarawas River. Shortly thereafter, 
r~presentatives from the Shawnees, Senecas, and Delawares came to Bouquet to sue for peace. 

Bouquet then moved his army from the Tuscarawas River to the Muskin~ River at modern-day Coshocton~ 
Ohio. This placed him in the heart of tribal lands and would allow him to quickly strike the natives' villages if 
they refused to cooperate. As part of the peace treaty, Bouquet demanded the return of all white captives in 
exchange for a promise not to destroy the Indian villages or seize any of their land. The return of the captives 
caused much bitterness among the tribesmen, because many of them had been forcibly adopted into Indian 
families as small children, and living among the Native Americans had been the only life they remembered. 
Some 'white Indians' such as B.hoda ~oyd managed to escape back into the native villages; many others were 
never exchanged. Bouquet was responsible for the return more than 200 white captives to the settlements 
back east. 

Promotion and sudden death 
In 1765, Bouquet was promoted to brigadier general and placed in command of all British forces in the 
southern colonies. He died in Pensacola, }'Vest Florida, on 2 September 1765, probably from yellow fever. 

In literature 
Bouquet is referred to in Conrad Richter's 1953 novel The Lig_ht in the Forest, which tells the story of one 
young man returned to his white family as part of the 1764 treaty. The Colonel is also referred to in Paul 
Muldoon's poem, "Meeting the British". · 
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young Swiss soldier caught the 
eye of William IV, Prince of 
Orange and head of the Dutch 
Republic . The prince appointed 
Bouquet as lieutenant colonel 
of the Swiss Guards at The 
Hague. 

While serving at The Hague in 
the United Provinces, Bouquet 
was able to expand his 
knowledge of mathematics and the sciences, as well as polish his social skills . 
Bouquet's intellectual and cultural interests would eventually lead to friendships 
with Benjamin Franklin and other notable social and intellectual figures in the 
American colonies. 

The Seven Years War (the French and Indian War in North America) broke out 
while Bouquet was still in the United Provinces. Following Braddock's disastrous 
defeat in 1755, the British government planned to bolster their military strength 
in America by recruiting German and Swiss settlers in New York, Pennsylvania 
and the Carolinas to form the 60th (Royal American) Regiment of Foot. Sir 
Joseph York, British Ambassador to The Hague, recommended Bouquet to serve 
as one of the officers. Bouquet accepted a lieutenant colonel's commission in the 
British army atJ.d set sail for North America in 1756. 

After more than one year of recruiting for the Royal American Regiment, 
Bouquet was appointed second-in-command to Brigadier General John Forbes 
during his campaign against Fort Duquesne in 1758. Due to Forbes' poor 
health, the responsibility of carrying out the campaign fell on Bouquet's 
shoulders, including construction of the road that would bear his commander's 
riame. The campaign ended with the French destruction and evacuation of Fort 
Duquesne, as well as British possession of the fort, in November 1758. Bouquet 
remained in western Pennsylvania for the remainder of the war to ensure British 
military control of the region. 

Bouquet was in command of Fort Pitt at the beginning of Pontiac's War in 1763, 
but in Philadelphia at the time. He organized and led the expedition to relieve 
the beleaguered post, culminating in his victory over the Native American forces 
at Bushy Run and the relief of Fort Pitt. The results of the battle, as well as his 
successful campaign into the Ohio Country the following year, ended the Indian 
uprising and enabled westward expansion of British settlements. 

Bouquet was promoted to the rank of brigadier general after his Ohio Country 
expedition and placed in command of the Southern District of North America. He 
was headquartered at Pensacola, Florida, where he caught yellow fever and died 
on September 2, 1765. 

BOUQUET'S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE 

Colonel Henry Bouquet wrote two letters to his superior, General Jeffrey 

https://bushyrunbattlefield.com/henry-bouquet/ 
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Siege of Fort Pitt 
For the 1885 action in the Canadian North-West Rebellion, see the Battle of Fort Pitt 

The Siege of Fort Pitt took place during June and July 1763 
in what is now the city of .Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani~, Up.ited 
§_tates. The sieg~ was a part of fQnti~~s_W~r, an effort by 
Native A!_I!ericans to remove the British from the Oli.io Country 
and Allegh~~y P_lateau after they refused to honor their 
promises and treaties to leave voluntarily after the def eat of the 
French. The Native American efforts of diplomacy, and by 
siege, to remove the British from _Eort J>itt ultimately failed. 

This event is best known as an early instance of biological 
'-Y~rfare, where the British gave items from a smallpol' 
infirmary as gifts to Native American emissaries with the hope 
of spreading the deadly disease to nearby tribes. The 
effectiveness is unknown, although it is known that the method 
used is inefficient compared to respiratory transmission and 
these attempts to spread the disease are difficult to 
differentiate from epidemics occurring from previous contacts 
with colonists.lil~ 
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"A Plan of the New Fort at Pitts-Burgh", drawn 
by cartographer John Rocque and published in 

1765. 

Date June 22 - August 10, 1763 

Location 

Result 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
40.4412°N 80.0098°W 

British victory 

Belligerents 
Ohio Country n~tives Great Britain 

Commanders and leaders 
Guya~u!._a Simeon Ecuyer 

William TreQ.t 

Fort Pitt was built in 1758 during the French and Indian War, on the site of what was previously Fort 
.Q!:!:9_uesne in what is now the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United States. The French abandoned and 
destroyed Fort Duquesne in November 1758 with the approach of General Jolm F_grbes's expedition. The 
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Forbes ex~dition was successful in part because of the Treaty of_ Easton, in which area American Indians 
agreed to end their alliance with the French. American Indians- primarily the Six Nations, Delawares and 
Shawnee8-- made this agreement with the understanding that the British would leave the area after their war 
with the French. The hostilities between the French and English declined significantly after 1760, followed by 
a final cessation of hostilities and the formal surrender of the French at the Treaty of Paris in February 1763. 
Instead of leaving the territory west of the Appalachi<!-n_ Mountains as they had agreed, the British remained 
on Native lands and reinforced their forts while settlers continued to push westwardJ3] ,.... 
The attacks led by Pontiac against the British in early May 1763, near Fort Detroit, mark what is generally 
considered to be the beginning of Pontiac's War. The siege of Fort Pitt and numerous other British forts 
during the spring and summer of 1763 were part of an effort by American Indians to reclaim their territory by 
driving the British out of the Ohio Country and back across the Appalachian Mountains. While many of the 
forts and outposts in the region were destroyed, the Indian effort to remove the British from Fort Pitt 
ultimately failed. 

Diplomacy and siege 
By May 27, the uprising reached the tribes near Fort Pitt, and there were many signs of impending hostilities. 
The captain of the Fort Pitt militia learned that the Delaware tribe just north of the fort had abandoned their 
dwellings and cornfields overnight. The Mingo had also abandoned their villages further up the river. The 
proprietor of the Pennsylvania provincial store reported that numerous Delaware warriors had arrived "in 
fear and haste" to exchange their skins·for gunpowder and lead. The western Delaware warrior leaders Wolf 
and Kickyuscung had fewer than 100 warriors, so did not immediately attack the well-fortified Fort Pitt. 
Instead, on May 29, they attacked the supporting farms, plantations and villages in the vicinity of the fort. 
Panicked settlers crowded into the already overcrowded fort. Captain Simeon Ecuyer tried to ready his fort 
after this news of expanding hostilities, putting his 230 men, half regulars and half quickly organized militia, 
on alert. The fort's exceptional structural defenses, made of stone with bastions covering all angles of attack, 
were supported by 16 cannons which he had permanently loaded. Ecuyer demolished the nearby village 
houses and structures to deny cover for attackers. He had trenches dug outside the fort, and set out beaver 
traps. Smallpox had been discovered within the fort, prompting Ecuyer to build a makeshift hospital in which 
to quarantine those infected. [ 4] 

On the June 16, four Shawnee visited Fort Pitt and warned Alexander McKee and Captain Simeon Ecuyer that 
several Indian nations had accepted Pontiac's war belt and bloody hatchet and were going on the offensive 
against the British, but that the Delaware were still divided, with the older Delaware chiefs advising against 
war. The following day, however, the Shawnee returned and reported a more threatening situation, saying 
that all the nations "had taken up the hatchet" against the British, and were going to attack Fort Pitt. Even the 
local Shawnee themselves "were afraid to refuse" to join the uprising, a subtle hint that the occupants of Fort 
Pitt should leave. Ecuyer dismissed the warnings and ignored the requests to leave. On June 22, Fort Pitt was 
attacked on three sides by Shawnee, western Delaware, Mingo and Seneca, which prompted return fire from 
Ecuyer's artilleryJ4] This initial attack on the fort was repelled. Since the Indians were unfamiliar with siege 
warfare, they opted to try diplomacy yet again. On June 24, Turtj~heart spoke with McKee and Trent outside 
the fort, informing them that all of the other forts had fallen, and that Fort Pitt "is the only one you have left 
in our country." He warned McKee that "six different nations of Indians" were ready to attack if the garrison 
at the fort did not retreat immediately. They thanked Turtleheart and assured him that Fort Pitt could 
withstand "all nations of Indians", and they presented the Indian dignitaries with two small blankets and a 
handkerchief from the smallpox hospitalJSJ For the next several days it remained relatively quiet, although 
reports were coming in about fort after fort falling before large bands of attacking warriors.IA] 

July 3, four Ottawa newcomers requested a ~rley and tried to trick the occupants of Fort Pitt into surrender, 
but the ruse failed. This was followed by several weeks of relative quiet, through July 18 when a large group of 

~ 
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Battle of Bushy Run 
The Battle of Bushy Run was fought on August 5-6, 1763, in 
western Pennsylvania, between a British column under the command 
of Colonel He!!!Y Bou uet and a combined force of Delaware, 
Shawnee, Mingo, and Huron warriors. This action occurred during 
p_o_!!tiac'~ Rebellion. Though the British suffered serious losses, they 
routed the tribesmen and successfully relieved the garrison of Fort 
Pitt. 

Contents 
I The !>~ttle 
I Aftermath 

I References 
Printed materials 

I External links I Footnotes 

The battle 
In July 1763, a relief column of 500 British soldiers, including the 
~~nd Highlanders, 6oth Royal Americans, and zZ!:h Highlander~, left 
Carli~e, Pennsylvania, to relieve Fort Pitt, then under siege. Indian 
scouts observed Bouquet's force marching west along Forbes Road 
and reported this to the Indians surrounding Fort Pitt. On August 5, 
at about 1:00 pm,fs] a part of the force besieging Fort Pitt ambushed 
the British column one mile east of Bushy Run Station, at Edge Hill. 
The British managed to hold their ground until after sunset, when the 
natives withdrew. Bouquet ordered a redoubt constructed on Edge 
Hill, and the British placed their wounded and livestock in the center 
of the perimeter. 

According to one account, the allied tribes attacked in the morning, 
but were themselves ambushed by the sentries relieved from their 
evening duty. With the surprise attack of the sentries, from a flank, 
and a frontal assault by the main British column, the outnumbered 
Indians fled in a djsorganized retreat. 

A second account holds that the warriors attacked in the morning and 
"redoubled their efforts to break the British line." As the tribesmen 
became bolder, Bouquet realized the combat was nearing a crisis. 
Determined to lure his attackers close enough to maim them, the 
British leader deliberately weakened one section of his line. Spotting 
the gap in the enemy defenses, the native warriors rushed forward. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle _of_ Bushy_ Run 
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- Battle of Bushy Run 
Part of Pontiac's Rebellion 

Highlanders charge at Bushy Run 

Date August 5-6, 1763 

Location near present-day Harrison 
City, Westmoreland 
County, Pennsylvania 
40°21'20"N 79°37'25"W 

Result Britis_!! victory 

Belligerents 
Ohio Country Great Britain 
natives 

Commanders and leaders 
Guyasuta Henry Bouquet 
Keekyuscung 

t 
Strength 

11 0-500l!J~l 500 

Casualties and losses 
20-60 killed 

42nd Highlanders: 
Lieutenants John ' 
Graham and James I 
Mcintosh killedl~l 
One sergeant and 
twenty-six rank and ' 
file killed@] 
Captain John Graham 
of Duch ray and 
Lieutenant Duncan ! 
Campbell woundedl3l 1 
Two sergeants, two 
drummers and thirty 
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Instead, the British soldiers fired a volley in their faces and "made 
terrible havock" with the bayonet. The surviving warriors fled and 
were unable to rallyJ6l This account concurs with that written by 
Richard Cannon in 1845 in the history of the 42nd Highlanders 
Regiment in which says that the Colonel of the regiment called in his 
posts as if about to retreat and the Indians believing that they had 
victory rushed forward from behind their cover becoming fully 
exposed.(3] They were then instantly charged in the front and in the 
flank, by two companies of the 42nd Highlanders, and were thrown 
into confusion and routed. [3] 

I rank and file I 
woundedl31 
77th Highlanders: six ; 
killedl41 I 

1/60th Royal 1 

Having dispersed its attackers, Bouquet's column headed to ~!Jshy Run, a 
mile along the Forbes road, where there was badly needed water. The 
battle has since been attributed to the Bushy Run location, despite the 
main fighting taking place in Edge Hill. Bouquet then marched to the 
relief of Fort Pitt. 

Aftermath 
The battle cost the lives of 50 British soldiers, including 29 of the 42nd 
Highlanders, seven of the 6oth Royal Americans, six of the 77th 
Highlanders, and eight civilians and volunteersJ4J The confederacy of the 
Delaware, Shawnee, Mingo, and Huron suffered an unknown number of 
casualties, which includes two prominent Delaware chiefs; estimates by 
contemporaries placed the total Indian loss at about 6oJzJ The warrior 
Killbuck later told Si!_ }Villiam Johnson that only 110 Indians were 
engaged. Bouquet estimated he fought an equal number as his own 
force.[t] One contemporary report claimed 20 Indians were killed and 
many more wounded. The result of the battle inspired in the British 
"widespread relief on the frontier", since the Indians had finally been 
defeated on their own ground, prompting one newspaper to exclaim, 
"that Indians are no more invulnerable than other Men, when 
attacked on equal Terms, and especially by British Troops. "[8] 

The site of the battle is now _!lushy Run Battlefield Park. 
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Tuscarawas River 
The Tuscarawas River is a principal tributary of the 
Muskingum _J.9.ver, 129.9 miles (209 km) long, in northeastern 
Ohio in the United States. Via the Muskingum and Ohio rivers, it 
is part of the watershed of the Mississippi River, draining an area 
of 2,590 square miles (6,700 km2 ) on glaciated and unglaciated 
portions of the Allegheny_plateau. 

!contents 
I Route 
i Tributaries 
I 

j Fl~w rate I 
1 In popular culture 1 
See also I 
!eference~ 

Route 
The river rises southwest of Hartville in northern Stark County, 
ap.d initially flows westward, through Uniontown into southern 
Summit County, where it passes through the Portage Lakes area , 
south of Akron, and Barberton. From Barberton the Tuscarawas 
flows generally south through Stark and 'fuscarl!_was counties; 1 

the communities of Clinton, Canal Fulton, Massillo!!, Navarre, 
Bolivar, Z_Qa_!, Dover, and New Philade_!Q.hia were developed 1 

along its banks. South of New Philadelphia, the river turns 
southwest and west, flowing past Tuscarawas, Gnadenhutten, 
Port Washingt::on, and Newcomerstown, sites of former Lenl!Qe 
peo_]Jle villages at the time of the American Revolutionary War, 
into Coshqcton County, where it joins the Walhonding River at 
the city of Coshocton (a former major Lenape site) to form the 
Muskingum River.[4J 

https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuscarawas _River 

Tuscarawas River 

The Tuscarawas River in Dover in 2006 

r· 
Map of the Muskingum River watershed 

showing the Tuscarawas 

Country 
State 
Counties 

Source 

Location 
United ~t(!tes 
Ohio 
~tark, SummlJ:, Tuscarawas, 
Coshocton 

Physical characteristics 

• location near Hartville 
• coordinates 40°5q'34"N 81°20'45"vv!11 

• location Coshocton 

t.o 

From Barberton downstream, the Ohio and Erie Canal was 
constructed parallel to the river in 1828-30 to provide for 
improved transportation of products and passengers. Usage 
began declining in the 1850s, and the canal was damaged beyond 
repair by flooding in 1913.[sJ Portions of the canal's towpath 
route are maintained as a hiking and bicycling trail.[§] 

1 •coordinates 40°16'31"N 81°52'24"vv!11 

of3 

According to the Geographic Names Informapon System, the 
Tuscarawas River has also been known historically by the names 

• elevation 735 ft (224 m)l1J 
Length 129.9 mi (209.1 km)l2l 

Basin size 2,590 sq mi (6,700 km2)[2J 
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Little Muskingum River (or, "East branch of the Muskingum"), 1 Discharge 
Mashongam River, Tuscarawa River, and Tuskarawas ' • location 
Creek, all derived from Native American terms.f 1l •average 

As of 2006, the state of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency ·minimum 
has recommended limits on the consumption of fish taken from I • maximum 
the river, due to contamination by mercl!!"Y and PCBs.f7J I Discharge 

I 

Tributaries 

The Tuscarawas River collects Chippewa Creek in Summit 
County near Clinton, and Sandy Creek in Stark County near 
Bolivar. In Tuscarawas County, it collects ronotton Cr.eek 
southeast of Zoar; §ugar Creek at Dover; and Stillwater Creek 
north of Tuscarawas. NJII!ishillen Creek, a tributary of Sandy 
Creek, drains the city of Cant9n.[4] 

Flow rate 

•location 
•average 

f'iewcomerstownl31 
2,591 cu-ft/s (73.4 m3/s) 
216 cu ft/s (6.1 m3/s) 
46,800 cu ft/s {1 ,330 m3/s) 

Massillon!31 

466 cu ft/s (13.2 m3/s) 

. 
At the United States Geological Survey's stream gauge in 
Newcomerstown, the annual mean flow of the river between 
1922 and 2005 was 2,591 ft3/s (73 m3/s). The highest 
recorded flow during the period was 46,800 ft3/s (1,325 
m3/s) on January 26, 1937. The lowest recorded flow was 
216 ft3/s (6 m3/s) on August 15, 1944_[3] 

A channelized portion of the river in Massillon in 
2006, as viewed from the tow~ath trail of the 
former Qhio an.Q_Erie Canal 

At an upstream gauge in Massillon, the annual mean flow of the river between 1938 and 2005 was 466 ft3/s 
(13 m3/s). The highest recorded flow during the period was 10,700 ft3/s (303 m3/s) on July 5, 1969. The 
lowest recorded flow was 45 ft3 /s (1.3 m3 /s) on September 20, 1999.fa] 

In popular culture · 
• Conrad Richter's novel, The Light in the Forest (1953), features True Son recalling a memory set along 

the Tuscarawas River. 
• The band Sun Kil Moon refers to the Tuscarawas in their song "Carry Me, Ohio", with the lyric, 

"Tuscarawas flows into the prairie land".@] The Tuscarawas ultimately feeds the Mississippi River, which 
flows into the Gulf of Mexico. 

See also 
• List of rivers of Ohio 
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First White Man Here in 1750, Heard Indians' Story of 'Eternal Triangle' 
N1·wcomrrstown was not faun - pedi tion was sent out by the 

d ct unt il 1814, bu t its actual colonists under the leadership oi 
his tory goes ba('k fu r ther than Col. Boq uet to punish the Indians 
lhat dat t> when Nicolas Neigh - for continued warfare along the 
bor fou nded the settlement. fronti er, fo r des troying property 

The enrliest ·\' isil by a whi te a nd killing and capttu·ing hun-
rnan to the Tusca1·awas River dreds o! white settlers. Th is ex-
wns that of Christopher Gist in pedilion was large and imposing. 
J 750. An explorer ancl surveyor, In a Council held with the · 
h e \\,as sent out by a company various lndian nations at Bo-
of Vi rgi ni ans-among them! Jiv ar they readily agreed to re-
George Wash ing ton-to explore l ease all wh ite prisoners lo Col. 
the hind west of tbe Alleghen. ' Boque The forks of the Mus-
Mountains. and to deter mine il kingum was chosen as the best 
it were suitable for new settle- location for transferring the pri-
ment~. soners and Col. Boquet and his 

The ~ol es in the Gis t journal armed force reached there on 
t ell of what must have been the October 25th, 1764. Here daily 
ea rliest account of the "eternal came different bands of Indians 
trian gle" in this region. to the military camp w ith their 

Chief Eagle Feather became white prisoners. 
t i1·ed of his_ wife, Mary Harris, By November 9, 206 prisoners 
w ho as a child, had been abduct- had been received and 100 more 
ed from her J:iome i_n Deerfie~d. were held by the Shawnees who 
Mass. by In~1an r~d;rs; ~hLle promised their return following 
or;i . one of h1~ . ti:1be s 1:a1ding spring. Many strange scenes were 
tnps to the V1rgm1a frontier, be enacted. Many of the prisoners 
~apt~ed a younger and ~ore had lived so long among the 
eau~iful squaw and_ established Indians that they grieved at the 

her m the:; same wigwam with parting and some refused to 
Mary Harns. leave Indian wives or husbands. 

This caused ~o end of _ trouble It was difficult to identify losl 
and Mary Harns became mcreas- hildr t' d t h d · - J · 1 . c en as une an cus om a 
!ng y Jea ous of the "Newcom~r· I changed them. In one case the 
as she was called One mornmg 

1

.d n t bli h d b 
t he Indian villag~ was aroused l en l Y was es .a s e . y _an 
by the cries of Mwy Harris that ag:d lady who fa~ed to ree~gruze 
her husbann. Chi f E~ I F th- het grown-up child and finally 

h · ~ .e .. g e ea sang a hymn she had sung to 
e r , ad been murdered and that h r d ghter · h 'ldh d th 
the captive "Newcomer" h d e au 111 c _ 1 00 - e 
fled a daughter remembermg the tune 

The Indians immediately per- was joyfully_ reunited with her 
s ued the fugitive and she was mother. Their work completed, 
recaptured at. a small · Indian the armed force under Col Bo· 
town on the banks f th T _ quet broke camp and returned 0 e us to the east arawas. This town was there· · 
after always known as Newco· Here it was in the Indian 
m erstown. village of Newcomerstown that 

the first Protestant sermon was 
Camps At Muskingum Forks preached west of the Alleghenies 
The period between 1750 and at noon on March 14th by David 

Zeis berger. 
1760 was one of constant Th · t k 1 · fr strife between the Fre h d e service oo p ace m ont 
E?glish and Ohio was n~ver~~n of Chief Netawatwes' cal;>in under 
w ith warring Indian tr•bes a large walnut tree which stood 

, From white captiv~1 
heid b h~lfway between the. present 

the Indians at this Um Y railroad site and the river. The 
frequent mimuon ot New:o~~~ followinr year Zeisberger ~eturn. 
~c;iwn and messages sent to In- ed to Newcomerstown with Ir:-· 
1an chiefs by the commandant dian converts from Pennsylvanta 
t Fort Pitt were often addresse<i and was sr~ted land from the 

to N>ewcomer's Town. By 1.,60 the Delawares in the vicinity ot 
French was driven out of Ohio Schoenbrunn, in 17'74 as further 
and had ceded all the latld west proof of their trlendship they 
of the Alleghenies and north of extended the grant from Bolivar 
the Ohio to the English to a bend In the river below 

In 1761-61 two Moravian Newcomersto~ distance ot 
Missionaries, John Heckewelder about thirty miles and Chief 
and Christian Frederick Post vi· Netawatwes a nd his people 
sited the Tuscarawas Valley but a~andoned their capitol Indian 
becaUSe Of Indian hostilities were village &nd moved to present 
fo~e.d to abandon these missions day Coshocton. 
within the year. In 1764 an cx.r-~----~--------.J 

Arrival of Pioneers 
For a t ime during the Revolu-

tion the Tuscarawas became 
known as the "Bloody Valley" 
and it \Vas at this time that the 
Moravian Missions of Schoen-
brunn and . Gnadenhutten were l 
destroyed ~ Soon after the close 
of the Revolution, settlers be-
gan entering the country west o! 
the Alleghenies and settlement 
was under taken first by a com-
pany of officers of the Revoh,t-
tionary army, at Mro.-ietta, sold-
iers of the army were paid with 
warrents instead of cash and 
these they used to buy land on . 
which to settle. 

The great section extending. 
west to the Mississippi and north 
of the Ohio to the Great Lakes 
became known as the Northwest 
Territory and in 1787 the North-
west Ordinance was drawn up 
to govern it . Two important 
features of this ordinance were 
that slavery was forever prohibi-
ted in the territory and certain 
port ions of each section must be 
set aside for school use. 

All of this land today known 
as Tuscarawas County was · or i-
ginally part of Washington 
County with the county seat in 
Marietta and was part of the 
Revolutionary land grants. In 
1808 Tuscarawas County wa se-
parately oJ:ganized. Al thi t im 
the land was entirely uninhabited 
a the Indians h ad l ft- th 
pio cc settlers never uffer d 
from 
and 

them-p ivatio 
ild nima1 

cnemi 

swamps, 
'ere thei1 



. The first cttler to arrive at , ~aid to be taught_ by Seth Har l i 
in the Stoffer cabin-farther eas t 

the present s ite of Newcomers~ along the river . , 
tOVl.' n " 'as Jolln Mulvane Other The parents paid indi vidu <l'l ly "" • ' for their chi ld 's tuition but only 
earJ y set tlers were David John~ Lhe most e1ementa1 instru.ctio1.~ 

. . • was a vai•lable - the th ree 'R's son, Mr. Sills, Daniel Har ris and were the only studies touowea 

J h d W "]}" M J I and text •books consisted of what-OSe p an l lam U vane. n ever "litera ture" the pioneers 
1817 Nicholes Neighbor came brought wiLh t hem on their jour-

• ney westward-the Bible was one 
from 1Vlorr1s County, New Jersey · oc fhe mainstays 01 the "reading 

d · d · I class" quite different from the an tmpresse WJth the loca- I modern schools Of today with 
tion bought nineteen hundred the!-1·_divers_ified cla~ses and m~ny 

achv1hes m music, dramatics, 
acres of the original Bever patent and the iield ot sports open to 
for himself and others. In 1815 a [the students. 

At this time the closest market 
for farm products was Pittsburgh 

· and it was a common sight to 
see a drover. eastward b9und_, 
driving a flock o.f turk~ys, a herd 
of cattle or hogs. Many were 
the tales o.f banditry that befell 
-these drovers :returning from 
market carrying their hard earn-
ed profits. 

The Canal 
} f J • t · ts P lotting of Newcomers town 

co ony o near y six y em1gran The canal ·nyas the focal porn· ~ The village of Newcomerstown ~Y , 

came from New Jersey. The trip was laid oui in ia21, the year of 1·nt""...,"'st around whicn.... the life 
t k b t f k d the canal was built , and contain- ~~ :.(.L 
00 a OU Our Wee S an was ed thirty-four lots in the original f th t tered f made in wagons drawn by oxen. plot. Basin and Canal streets O e OWn cen . Or many 
Their. f'""St houses wer~ the "''b- ran east and west and Bridge years and Which added V&y ma-

u. .,. a and Cross streets separated the t · 11 t • t :o 
andoned Indian C"'l...ins of ·Nen• town lots in north and sou th lin- er1a y 0 ltS grow h. toy 1860 

o,,u .,,,, es. Many of the pioneer settlers' the traff1" C of th canal Wa t comerstown which had stood un- names are preserved in the stre- . e . s a 
tenanted for nearly forty years, ~~s~ai~~utN:;gh~o~te~~1~~~:: its height In operation two 
As quickly as possibl€ they buiH Goodrich. West, Nugen asd Pill- . mules were hitched tandem to 

• • mg streets. two ropes and walked along the therr own cabins. In 1816-17 oth~ I There was but one building in t 
er settlers from New Jersey fol- t~_e 1ittie _village when it was ow path on the south side oi 

rust plotted and that was oc- t:f_e 1 b t f•ft t · ty lowed, among them Mi.:l.ler, Tu! cupied ·by Nicholas Neighbor, he n cana e ween l y 0 SIX 

fo d C t Gard ff very shortly after erected th e feet ahead of the ·boat--ibefor r . ra er, ner, Sto er and first store building and with Jae· -
Booth families. ob 0verho1t operated the firs t the iboat rounded the bend belo 

At f . t th . b ·it th . store. town. the driver could 1be hear ITS e .p1oneers ' Ul . eir By 1830 there were four build- • 
cabins on the ·rocky wooded hills ings in the village ai:id by ia40 using the eoopressive language o 

• there was a population of 270 h . 1 -~hd d ck. th 1 rather than the fertile valley land I persons, most of wbom lived in IS A.i.u , an era . Ing e . ong 
as they feared malaria. These ~~sc~~0~0~!~ =::.~ ~~~':"ind- whip used to keep the mules · 
early pioneers Were a brave and Meals were cooked in the fire· motion. 
hardy lot d . . .... ...a;.i...l place or in large kettles hung out rni... 0 •boats W6"'e oil..out fi.ft~ --en urmg lllCTG\.Uu e of doors. Wild game and garden .l.:.U ~ QU ~ 
hardships - there was much ' vege~ll:bles fo~ed the principal feet . wide and about four ti.me~ 

provlS1ons which were scarce. • work to be done but as the eaJb- The m eat was salted and dried that long--on a fine day the pas-
ins went up and the little com- I ~e!~ h~c;; ;~t, b~t ~~~ sengers sat up on top on bench 
munities were form~~ they es- 1 1327- then taken to the ~hoe· es while the steersman leaned eu. maker for the annual pair ot 
tablished social contact and en- shoes. 1 his shoulders against the till 
• -~..3 • • d n· The 'P oneer women spun wool d ;\... . d JOY~ s1ng1ng an spe mg schools and knit tthe family stocking! an uUSlly scanne ihe canal 
l 11. h ki b but 'by 1840 Pilling,s Woolen Mill ba k th t h . og ro ings, us ng . ees and was ~tablished where wool could n s a . e nugh t exchang. 
quilting parties. !:. i:~n :e:e .:::~·1~uncl:th~ pleasantries or gossip with hi~ 

A ~w mill WU built by Edmund croni~ Of the 1.-0WD 
S,.hool of Ne·-omerst- Smith ln 1833 and a flour mill • 

" "''" ""'~ was erected in 1aa1-betore Ulla All ort of comn1odities wer 
the settlera cround their own corn h · d b The first school in the pioneer and wheat 01' traveled Iona dis- s tpp I y ray of he canal 

history of the township was tau- ~cu to mills already eetalillsh· wool, wh eat, corn, wh. ke • fea 
ght by Jacob Miller at his cabin th ·s. dried a pies and pea('h s 
north of the river-near the co.. or h m ola s a d hid s 
unty line. Another school was in exch ng b h 

b c Ii ot • t 
uga, 

v 
ht 



tation . Civil War period. : town and jt was the custom for 
The canal boat was a grea t The greatest of all event.!! con- s~m~ go~d read.er to take the 

isow·ce of news as its travel wa m.-cted with the ra.hlroad and the Cincinnati Enquirer as soon as 
I s_Iow enough . t hat conversatwn j hi. tory of ~he town was in 1861 ~t arrived, mou':lt a box nt wha\ 
could b e earned on al l along its , hen Pres1d nt Lincoln passed IS now the Baltimore Corner and 
Pr~~e.. Boa_tts wl ere unable t o through on his way to Wa'Shing- read aloud the war news to the 

rn mos paces except a t I . d h' h bl d d 'l Jocks and basins _ often fights ton - making personal appear- crow . w .1c assern e 9:1 Y 
took P.lace between boa t crews I ances on the rear platform o! the· for this event . . :Many touching 
over disputed right as to which I trnin as presidents do today. ,.. · sc,enes were enacted as relative~ 
should pass through lhe lock . . . l ' ;. d f h f' • .. t' f th 
first and a ready figh ter wa~ J' ·One ctt1zen, well remembered earne or t e us~ ime o ~ 
much in .demand for w ork on th~ in the town, :Mrs. Mary E. Dent, death of a father, son, or brothel . 
canal. Each lock had a tender . 1 told of her experience which she Even during the war Newco-
and nearly every lock had stra- , . · · b 
nge stories connected with it & ne~ ~r forgot - a little gll'l .t en merstown made a steady growth 
legends built up around them & of s1x or Se\~en - she wais lifted in population and the perio6 
a strang~ and interesting period by her mother and the great Lin- following the war brought in· 
in the life or lhe young com- c:-om placed his hand on the little ventions that added to the com-
munity of Newcomerstown. girl's head. · 

Coming of the Railroad 
The Civil War 

On May 31, 1851 jt was an-
nounced . that the route of t he B 1860 N t h d 
Steubenv1He and Iidfana Rail- Y · ewoomers own a 
road & after careful surveys had a ·population Of 577. The Dec· 
been determined upon ~t a laration <>f War and the ca'11 to 
Board of Directors meeting and arms fell especially hard on the 
would travel fr<>m "Steubenville small community. At fh'st n .. o 
through Cross Creek Valle b . 
way of Uhrichsville to co\ ~ company was mustered m the 
ton'' ~ and great excitemen~ a':a town ·bUt many volunteered at 

, enthusiasm prevailed in Newcom-I once and joined the companie9 
er~~ewn. d of nearhy towns. In the fall o1 

roa was opened for traf- · 1861 C M · b . 
fie in April 1885 but did not · a'mp · eigs _was esta hsh· 
prosper and passed into receiv- 1 ed on the Dover fair-grounds and 
ersh1p ?efore 1860 as it had no ., mo~t of the enlisted troops ol 
clnonn18e6c7ti~:m further ~ast or west. the county received early train-

1t merged with the Penn• · th f eks d . syl~ania railroad company by ~ng er-e - a ew we of rrll-
\Vh1ch time it had established mg and then off to the battle 
the ~ecess~ east and west con- fronts. The Fifty-first Regiment 
nections. Little _has been hand- was organized at Fort Meigs and 
ed down concernmg the buildin C . 
of thP .:-ailroad and 0 tst d . g 01npany C of that regiment was 
. 'd u an mg d f N t met ents regarding the railroad ma e up o ewcomers own men. 
seem to have taken place during Trainloads of troops passed thru 

Ne1vcomerstown. the men sitting 
; or standing in open flat cars -
i what greetings they received 
· from the people as they passed 
thr{Jugh and what anxious times 
followed. The telegraph was 
used only for most important 
messages and the folks at home 
could only wait ior newspapers 
and "hearsay.'' 

Often weeks went by before 
they learned of the death or 
wounding of a loved one. Very 
few newspapers reached the 

fort and prosperity of th com· 
munity. The canal still flourish-
ed as the "most popular through. 
fare" and the retuming soldiers 
often fol!lnd employment along 
its banks. 

The C. & M. Railroad was 
built in 1873. The more prosper· 
ous housewives of the period 
had sewing machines - most 
of which sewed with a chain-
stitch which often resulted in 
embarrassing situations! In 1876 
a ma11 named Bell was reported · 
to have invented the telephone · 
but it waas 20 yeaTs later that · 
the first one was installed in 
l\Tewcomerstown. 

During the eighties the town 
hall was built and this brought 
many prominent actors and mu-
sicians to the town. In 1895 the 
Clow Plant moved to Newco-
merstown and acided to the 
growth of the population to such 
an extent that it doubJed 'in the 
next ten years - from that time 
on the industrial and social life 
of the town has had a steady 
growth. In the latter part of the 
19th century Newcomerstown 
instituted what became a thriv-
ing fair each fall. 

It lasted four days and was the 
high point of the year not only 
for Newcomerstown, but for 

~~~~~~~~~~-'--'--~~~~-

people from miles aroUBd, Every. 
one came with filled baskets and 
every girl in h.er new fall finery, 
for this was the fash1on show o1 
the season - expected to be es-
corted by her beau in the good 
old horse and buggy - to wit.· 
ness the horse races and side 
shows and see who received the 
blue ribbons for the best spiced 
peaches or marble cake or dainty 
piece of "doily." There were also 
bicycle races, balloon ascensions, 
and other diversions to ente1·ta~ 
the visitors. 
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