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" Cordial Gr-ee.tfn3s, tAJi-tfl 
hear-JY t.A.Jishe.s for a 
Merry Chrisf-rna.s and 
Happy tie.CAI Year 
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Doris llipley, Carl Sweif'zer 
Wed4ing in KeJliucky Chmch 

'11he. mal'l'iage of Miss Doris 
Ripley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leland Ripley, 236 Main street, 
and Carl Sweitzer~ son of Harry 
Sweitzer, River street, New-
C()menrlown, was solemnized ;~at-

CIU'l Swalqer blla been promoted 
to U. poaiUon of gener11I fcb~man 
at the 8e•berUng ·Rubber Co.'• 
wla.Uc piant in . NewcOD\jlrlltown. .u wn aiJlotmced today by Fr,.U 
Sherry, plant manager. 1 

Sweit&er w .. born in Newcoltlers-
town an~ ;ta!).u•ted from Newcom-
erstown high school in 1938 and at-
tended Ohio University. While in 
high school he partlclpated in ath-
letics and extra-cuttlcular acti'Vi-
ties. He la a four-year veteran 
of World War ll of which two-and-
one-half years were spent overseas. 

Prior to his employment lit Bei-
perllng, be wu enlployed at Heller 
Bros. Co. in Newcottientown. Ile 
started to work at Setberting ill 
1951. and was a production auper· 
visor prior to this promotion. 

Carl and his wife, Dotts, live 
!JD ~ute 1. He is a member of 
the Lutheran church, Ldyal Ordfir 
of ?!loose, American Le " 
Briar Patch Bell .. 
bies are bun 

1.lrday, Jan. 19," ~t Ashland, Ky. 
The ceremony was perfo:pned 

in th~ parsonage of the First 
Methodist church, with Rev. Virt-
gil L. Moore officiating, The bride 
W(ll"e a street-length dress of 
aqua· plue with, black .and white 
accessories. Her '~ge WJlS ot 
yellow roses and h only jewelrY 
was a single str d of pearls, a 
g1ft of ~e bride om. The couple 
was 1,lnattended. 

The BeW ~ weitzer 1-' 8 
iraa~· al ' . ( tlct'O~ !liigh 
school, olus ot 1 44-. Mr. Sweitzer 
is a, gradu!lte of Newcomerstown 
high school, cl of 1938 and was 
TeCentcy- discharged from the 
armed forces, after nearly four 
years service, 32 months of which 
were spent in the EUl'l)~ 
theater. He is an ei;nlfloye of 
Heller Brothers company. 

The co~ple will make their 
home in the near future on Car-
lyls str~ Newcomerstown. 



IN THE NAME: OF THE BENEVOLENT li'ATBliiR OF ALL,AMEN. 

Charles Rothenstein of the village of Newcomerstown,County of 

Tuscarawas and State of Ohio.being about 82 years of age and of 

sound and disposing mind and memory,do make,publish and declare this 

my last vL 11 and testament, hereby revoking amd :annulling all Willa 

or wills by DfJ made heretofore • . . 
FIRST lQ will 1 a that all my juet deats and funeral expe nees 

be paid ou-C of my estate as soon afteJ? my decease 8lf shall be found 
oonvenient. 

SRCOliD: I give.devise and l&queath to my daughter,ll4aggie 
Swit~er ($500.00) Five Hundred Dollars. 

THIRD: I give devise and bequeath to Pauline Oaklief 
($500.00) Five Hnndred Dollarso 

FOURTH: I already gave to my eon Clarence Rothenetein 
($ 500.00) Five Hundred Do1iare in oaeh. 

I desire that my five roomed framed house on lot 132 
Liberty street in the village of Newcomerstown,Ohio .be sold 
and that my last siokness and debts if any, and my funeral 
e:xprnses. be pal.de Then after the abow $500e00 to aggie Swtteer 
and $500.00 to Pauline Oakleaf isgiven them,! Wish that Ola:r&noe 
Rothenstein,Maggie Switee~ and Pauline Oakleaf shall divide equally 
between them any money that ma.v be le ft of my estate• 

FIFTH: I do hereby nominate. and appoint Maggi~ SWit!aer 
my dall.ghter to be my executrix of this my last wl ll and t~~tamal t. 
Her~by author13e snd ampowe~ her to compro~se,adjust.release 
and discharge in such manner as she may deem proper tbl debts 
and claims due me. I do also aullhori~e and empower her if it 
shall become necessary in order to pay my debts.to sell by 
private sale,0% in such manner JMIKAlW upon such terme of credit 

as shet11&Juto .. •e1rt1&1xeoitep101tn~18eofn111Yd•t1te1st11itf9ehi1ipt~ 
as ehemay think proper all or any part of my real eata18-,and 
deeds to purchaser to execute,aoknowledge in fee simple. 

• 

I deEJire that no sale of my personal property be made 
and the Probate Court direot theomission of the same in pursuSI1ce 
of the statue. former 
I doe hereby revoke all wills by me made. 
m ~STI1lONY WHEREOF I hereby set my d to this my last Wi 11 and 
testament at Newcom.ereto n,Ohio, thi 9th day of .Jsy 1939. 

- , 

Witness 

H.J.Ortt 
John :Bolt~o 

Charles .dothenstein. 
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l!f fBE moBA~E COURT OF OOSBOCTON comm. OHIO 

In the matter of tho oatate of 
Thomaa R· Sohu'eitzer. deooased~ 

I 
o. 11900 

: 

• -... ---

FIRST ID FITlAL 
ACCO tT A!TD A~COtm'l 
OF FntAL DISTRIBUT!O 
OF HAlUlY S I'?ZBR, 
JDm STRA'?OR, d.b . n. 
w.w. e. • 

?Jw oomoo Hnrry Gohweitz. r 1 Admintntrator De Bonia non With the Will 

Arlllexe<l o.f the estat.• ~r. ThQln.o.s B~ Sahnei:tzer, deooaGod, and submits for . '. 

the approval of this CO\ll't·~. hi~ ~f..at. .o.nd, fiIIAl noco'lttlt of' his lldlni1li" 

stration of said 4'Qto.to, and his . caount of finP.l distribution. ae follows• 

1940 
Juno l 

RECEIM'S 

!il.dred SohrraitzQl;.- Salo of t 1940. hay orop-.. s.oo 
Doc. 14 Robert Schlreitac!'--~ of balance due ootate 

of Th01.las Sohuo:ttiel" on note dated 9/.2/25 

1941 
Apr. l 

for ~250.QO plus interest-- 170. 00 

First National BGUlk of et'IOOl:lBJ"stcmn-· One-half' 
QaVince aooouzxt of Sui:um nnd Th<Jmaa 
Sol:Btoit;er 2208 •. 161 plua intere3t~ B242.l1 

Sopt . 20 Ruaael E •. l.yona~ Collt:tcrtlon Qf note ot Clydet and 
B rt.ha Lyt.le roid intereat- 217,. 25 

,al.tot" tem.s•• Rental t'ro.nt Robert Sohweittter lnnd., 
A~t- Septomber 1941- 10. 00 

Dao. 16' a.eorge s eitser , G ~ of 1lliam ·somreitzar-
lanoe of s :vi~a aooount J'iret tio.nal 

Bank of ewcomo,ratown a.t tGl"lllimtio;n of 
lif'e estate of lH.Jml Solnreihor in 
entate of !hoa. SchTAlitzer-- 2117.51 

RobeJ;"t Scmroitz...- One•h.alf ot salo priioe of 96 
acres ap;plied on !lot ot Robt. SohJl'eit-
.CeJ" 1,;o Thomv.o. u.d Buaan Schl'zi 1 teer, dated 
9/2/25 for 10004!00 o.nd inter.eat- 350.-00 

H/lttie Klein•• Balanoo of note of 7/a5/4l fo~ 
purohace !ho~. Sohweitaer ono-half of 
home farm 1131 .• 81 and i.ntaroat to 12/16/ 
41- 1138. 41 

alter Lms nnd others.- ~nt of Rob.aohwoitrier lnnd-12. 26 

Total Receipta- -



... "' .;., -- .. -

DIGBURS! 

1940 
Dea. 14 George Sohweit•Gl", G\lf&,rdie.n of :U.llom. Se 1tam"1 

1941 
Apr. 1 

Lif~ tem.urb undoir 'ill q£ T B 
So.liuoittors Proeoeda Robt4 Somro1tzo,_, note-.. 110.00 

PJ;-ocaods sale of hay ~ homo farm- 6.00 

ll ~ of '!'homo.a scbW it.aa sav1ngs aooount-
First Uo:tU.cnal ~ of ~ ~ 1866.ll 

-?; or rent Robt. Somroit~e,. l.P.nd Aug-Sept.- 5. 00 

Proceeds of ooll Qtion Clyd and Batha. 
Ighle 11ote-

oeorgo ... o eittt r • .Adminif:'ltrntor suoo.n Sohweit.aer-
is- of nmt Robt. Sc:h itEBl" huld Aug-Sept. 
1D4l-

Russel E. J.yona- Logo.l aorviooa- oQl.l~ion Olydb 
lqhle. note-

l&l.87 

oot. 2 Geol"GO Sqhri&1t1~r. GWw.dicm of m.lllem Satmclta;er-
Balnn of avings a/o--- fi~ Ii tiox1tll 
Bank of ewe · ntowrr.-

15. 50 

Russel E. ~ns- Rooord!:ng cxpenne Md -transfeJ' of 
roal eatat~- ~. 55 

l.941 

we:ppmtion of final ~­

Harry sonnm.tze~ .Ad:niniartrntoJ"'O. fe ~ 

Totnl D1aburs ents--

TOtal Reaoipta-
?Dtnl DiBb'Ui'Eloeanta..., 
Balo.noa due oatnta-

6863. 59 
2769. 2'1 
4094. SI? 

ACCIOURT OF FINAL DISTRIBUTIO 

:ooo. 29 Robort . .s taOl""- FirJAl diotribution m:oluaivo of 
Glmr 1n uotQ po.yr.isnt and ~enu ~.oo 

RtuTy SC • 'hz~ Final distribution 953. 68 pl~ 
~ of Robt. Scln:ro1tJ$er noto paYJ:ient end 
rant 120. 00 

Goorge ohwei~· 

tiii& Klein-

u 

5.00 

100.00 

'2769. 2? 

935. 56 

1063. 56 

409'-.32 



Sf ,ti.TB OF omo 
Ca5BOCT C013?1T? • • 

L Harry Solmei.t&•• Adminiatrato.r d.b.,u •• w!a.• 0£ the eats.to ot 
Thoiua.8 ll• Samroit&eS"• deOQasad, ~ do1-lq ar thn.t tho 1'1.thin and 

f'"o-reeoing ~st nnd final ~CQ.Q\mb ·and o.oo~t of final ditttlribubian. 

1~ a full end ·true ocrount of said Qdm1nistl'at1onJI in all respeotu,, to 

tho ~Bt of 'trr:f ·bum'1 and bol!~ • 

s.Dna. to baton 

J~. 1942 .. 

and aubaoribed 1n W.. · day of ---
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A SOLOC HISTORICAL BOOKLET: Published and distributed 
by the Special and Information Section, Headqttm·ters, Southern Line 
of Communications, European Theater of OperatiOns, United States 
Army. Passed by the Field Censor and approved for mailing to the 
United States. Appreciation is acknowledged of the excellent cooperation 
by public relations and other personnel of the command of the First lvlili-
tary Railway Service in the preparation of copy and art for this document. 

BREAD AND BULLETS 

GATHERED in one continent 
and moving over two seas 

and across two other continents, 
a mighty military supply orga-
nization has furnished men and 
materiel, bread and bullets for 
American forces of liberation in 
Africa, Sidly, Italy, France 
and now Germany. 

This organization first was 
known as the Services of Supply, 
North African Theater of Opera-
tions, later Communications 

Gen LARKIN Zone, Mediterranean Theater of 
Operations and now as Southern 

Line of Communications, European Theater of Operations. In 
direct command from the very start has been Major General 
T. B. Larkin, United States Army. 

First as the Chief of Transportation, Allied Force Headquar-
ters in Africa and Italy, and finally as the head of the highly 
important Transportation Section of General Larkin's Head-
quarters, is Brigadier General George C. Stewart of the Trans-
portation Corps. He is respon-
sible to General Larkin for the 
finely integrated task of planning, 
supervision and direction of the 
complex phases of all modes of 
transport, properly to support the 
field forces with the right supplies 
at the right time at the right place 
in the most appropriate manner. 
His task involvest he employment 
of great judgment in properly 
exploiting the means at his dis-
posal, be they air, sea, waterways, 
highway or rail. 

Gen. STEWART 

- I -



The story of supply and service is graphically expressed in a 
Commendation by Lt. General Jacob L. Devers, Commanding 
General of the Sixth Army Group: 

"In modern warfare, problems of supply are of prime impor-
tance; and consequently, the offecers and enlisted personnel who, 
by their intelligence, their loyalty to duty, and their fortitude, 
have solved these problems throughout the present historical cam-
paign, are deserving of enduring gratitude and of the highest 
commendation . . . . . 

" The front line soldier is fully aware that, in order for him to 
receive clothing, food, guns and ammunition, he must be capably 
backed by hard working comrades. The arms and services 
must work as a team. I know that you appreciate the magnitude 
of the sacrifices and the contribution which our front line soldier 
is making, and I am equally sure that he appreciates the note-
worthy achievement of your forces." 

But the story of supply cannot be told in one volume or a 
hundred volumes. For the benefit of the loyal men and women 
who have served in these highly essential duties and for the infor-
mation of their loved ones at home, a series of SOLOC HISTO-
RICAL BOOKLETS is being published. 

This booklet concerns principally the activities of the First 
Military Railway Service which is under the command of Briga-
dier General Carl R. Gray, United States Army. 

-2-

Gen. GRAY 

PREFACE 

IT is with humble pride that I am permitted to preface the recital of the 
experiences of the some 6,ooo odd American railroad men whose active 

duty with the Military Railway Service began in the Summer of 1941. 
Exploits of individuals and of Companies and of Battalions have been 

told, but this is the first opportmiity to give a narrative running account 
of our moves form the United States through eight countries to Southern 
France. 

The units of this command have more "whiskers" than any other units 
and to date they have had some remarkable experiences and have done a 
superb job of reconstructing and operating railroads under most difficult 
circ1'nistances. Each country with its different customs and different 
conditions has presented a new problem. 

As indicated, this story is not concluded with this booklet. We still 
have to follow the Armies into German,, and Berlin. We still have to 
add to our being called "Cheminots" and "Ferrovieris", "Eisenbanners", 
and when we have done that we hope to be able to go back and become 
American "Rails" again. 

It has been an honor and a distinction and a pleasure to have com-
manded these troops. They merit your highest commendation. 

-3-



Meter-gauge /acamaf1ve travels an we// car 

AMERICAN " RAILS •' IN EIGHT COUNTRIES 

THREE railroad locomotives peered down off the decks of a convoy 
pulling into the harbor at Oran, Algeria. Three 2-8-o's, built to 

government specifications by one of the nation's foremost locomotive 
makers. 

These triplets were close relatives. Since locomotives carry num-
bers, instead of the names their individual personalities really warrant, 
thl" three were named No. 1775, No. 1776, and No. 1777. 

This was North Africa, and North Africa meant war. War is a 
vast maze of uncertainties to men who approach it for the first time, 
but the three 17oo's had one advantage-they were calmly certain 
that they would be in familiar hands. The men who were going to 
run them across North Africa were soldiers-with-a-difference; men who 
had been accustomed for years to the weapons they were now using 
against the Axis. Those weapons were locomotives, cars, track, 
bridges, telephone and telegraph lines, repair-shops; the men them-
~elves, railroaders of the Military Railway Service. 

Not many months before, those men were hoggers on the Atlantic 
Coast Line; firemen on the Southern; brakemen on the Santa Fe; 
machinists on the New York Central. Now they were welded toge-
ther into the Military Railway Service, .an integral part of the Trans-
portation Corps and a formidable factor in war transportation. 

So while the 17oo's may have felt some perfectly understandable 
trepidation in facing their part in the job assigned to MRS, to operate 
in combat zones and occupied areas, feeding troops and vital war sup-
plies to the front line armies, yet they knew they would be in no ama-
teur hands, and that tf a locomotive could get any possible breaks, 
they would get them. 

How It All Came About 

Now, MRS didn't just happen. Before the war it was an established 
peacetime reserve organization, its officer personnel sponsored by 

the railroads of the United States, and its enlisted reserve composed 
largely of , ·eteran rails. Some of the units were organized in peace 
time, and a number of roads promised to sponsor new units in the 
e \·ent of war. 

\!though ~et up along customary military lines, the MRS was pat-

- 4 -

terned strictly upon orthodox railroad organization. The basic umt 
is the Railway Operating Battalion, made up of four companies. Head-
quarters Company has charge of dispatching, supply and signals. 
Company "A" takes care of maintenance of way and structures. Com-
pany "B" operates roundhouse and riptrack, making running repairs 
to motive power and rolling stock. Company "C" is the actual operat-
ing unit, with 50 train crews in charge of a trainmaster. A Railway 
Grand Division corresponds in scope and authority to a general super-
intendent's office on any American railroad, and typically has charge 
of the work of three or four operating battalions, a shop battalion and 
a base depot company. The Shop Battalion takes care of all heavy 
repairs, construction and overhauling of equipment, and the Base 
Depot Company corresponds to a railroad Stores Department. 

Since it was before their time, the 17oo's didn't know that when 
Hitler began to expand his operations in 1939, MRS did like" ise. 'With 
the declaration of hostilities in December, 1941, one battalion was 
already in training, and additional outfits were speedily organized 
thereafter. Their men came from every major railroad m America: 
in 1st MRS Headquarters alone, for instance, there are men from 
34 roads. The Director General, Brigadier Genera.I Carl R. Gray, Jr., 
was himself executive vice-president of the CStPM&O Ry. in civilian 
life. 

Headquarters of the MRS was activated at Fort Snelling, Minn. 
Many of the units trained at Camp Claiborne, La., where they built 
and operated the Claiborne & Polk RR. (old "Crime & Punishment"), 
a line constructed by MRS and Engineer Corps troops specifically for 
training purposes. Other units trained at Clovis, New Mexico, Bucy-
rus, Ohio, Camp Shelby at Hattiesburg, Miss., and other advantageous 
spots. The Southern Ry. System made its NO &NE line and employees 
available as schoolhouse and teachers for the 727th Railway Operating 
Bn., which was sponsored by that line. Similar arrangements were 
provided for the 759th Operating Bn. on the Missouri Pacific RR., and 
shop facilities were offered to the 753rd Shop Bn. by the New York 
Central at Bucyrus, Ohio; the 713th Operating Bn. trained on the 
Santa Fe at Clovis, New Mexico, and the 73oth on the Pennsylvania 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

In addition to basic military training-life insurance for the rail-
roaders-attempts were made to create conditions which would have 
to be faced in combat zone railroading-repairs to track and equip-
ment, signals, blackout operation of trains, and so on-life insurance 
for the 17oo's. 

The fall of 1942 saw the first dispatch of units of MRS to overseas 
destinations. The 761st went to England. The 702nd Railway 
Grand Division, 7nth Operating Bn., 73oth Operating Bn., 754th 
Shop Bn., and 762nd Diesel Shop Bn., went to Iran. The 77oth 
Operating Bn. }Vent to Alaska on the White Pass & Yukon RR. Sub-
sequently the 714th Operating Bn. took over operation and mainten-
ance of the government-owned railroad in centra.J Alaska. 

For other units, the 701st, 703rd, 704th, 7'J. 3th, 715th, 719th, 727th, 
753rd, 759th, 76oth, destiny held in store hard campaigns and high 
honors in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, Southern France. 

Still other units, yet untrained, would make their marks on the 
beaches of Normandy and the race across Northern France ..... 

Perhaps we're anticipating our story a bit. But we must point 
out that all in all, the 17oo's had a mighty ingenious and farsighted 
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organization prepared for them as they waited on the convoy's decks 
for the big cranes to swing them onto Oran's docks and into the mael-
strom of war. 

NORTH AFRICA 

ON the morning of November 8th, 1942, a war-sophisticated world 
was shaken wide-awake by the brilliant strategy of a bold and 

powerful bid to tum the tide of battle. North Africa was invaded. 
In the invasion force which landed at Casablanca, French Morocco, 

on D-Day, was an advance echelon of twelve officers and men 01 the 
703rd Railway Grand Division from the United States. Simultane-
ously, the 761st Railway Transportation Company came down from 
England and went ashore at Oran. 

As the invasion troops ....-------------------. 
pushed inland from the 
ports, these men immedia-
t ely started organizing 
French railway employes 
and Fren ch railway 
equipment (the 17oo's, 
rem

1 
emb~r. wboei:e

1 
stillkju~t U£ ;.. ··we J; z 1.. 

a g earn m a 1 erma er s 
eye) t o handle the neces-
sary incredible quantities 
of military supplies up 
to the expanding battle 
lines. Coupled with some 
British Transportatiou 
troops who fa nded at 
Algiersshortlyafte~c:J;i, Arabs transfering /aad from standerd guage cars 
the nucleus of MRS 1D ta the meter guage cars at o/ed ramoun. 
North Africa was formed. 

In the tumultous weeks that followed, more and more soldier-
railroaders poured into the mounting offensive-the balance of t he 
703rd, the 7r3tb and 72]tb Railway Operating Battalions, the 753rd 
Shop Battalion. General Gray arrived by plane with a small advance 
echelon of his headquarters, taking personal charge 01 operations. 

These units spread out over the French railroad net, concertrating 
a t strategic points, augmenting the civilian manpower, oi the railroads 
handling and supervising the increasing load of military supplies 
speeding across the plains and djebels to the fighting front, where the 
doom of German and Italian hopes was being '\\Titten emphatically in 
Tunisia. 

Now American locomotives and freight cars began to arrive at the 
por ts; additional troops continued to arrive in a steady stream-the 
701st Grand Division, the 704th Grand Divis ion, the balance of MRS 
headquarters, t he 715th, 719th and 759th Operating Battalions. The 
2682nd Base Depot Co. (which later became the 788tb) was organized 
to handle distribution of railway stores and equipmert. 

With vast armies locked m battle. the sorely needed second front 
against the Axis was now an accomplished fact. Throughout the 
world the feeling grew that the turning point was coming. In retros-
pect we know that it bad been reached. Now let's tum from the 
general to the particular and take a more intimate look at what these 
soldier-railroaders were doing about their own segment of the great 
over-all plan. 

- 6-

Learning New Tricks 

IT was tough railroading-like nothing they had ever seen in the 
States. Operating over some ot the highest track in the world, 

MRS crews took their blacked-out trains ot troops and high explosives, 
tanks and gasoline, roaling through the night without headlights, 
shootmg through tunnels and acloss trestles, not knowing whether the 
track would still be there or not; streaking down grades of 2 per cent 
and even higher, without air brakes, depending on sleepy Arabs to 
man the band brakes at the right time. And many was the time, 
the Arabs kept right on sleeping. 

The 17oo's had plenty of occasions for holding their breath. 
There were many novel problems in those early days-problems 

which later became run-of-the-mill stuff for the railroaders. One of 
the first really tough jobs, ordered only a few days after arrival 01 the 
MRS in Africa, was the movement of fifty four medium tanks. There 
was no suitable equipment at hand. There had been no such move-
ments on the railroad before. A lengthy search produced a few 
30-ton flat cars which had oeen desigred for handling steel rail, and 
some 60-ft. 40-ton cars, all sufficiently heavy but not structurally 
suited for loading tanks. Another day-and-night bunt turned up a 
few tools and sufficient heavy lumber and spikes to convert the car 
decks. The tanks went forward in time to meet desperate battle 
needs. 

Meanwhile, increasing numbers of American-built standard and 
narrow-gauge locomotives and big 56-ton war flats were arriving at 
the ports. They were shoved into service as fast as they could be 
assembled and tested. Meter-gauge engines were particularly impor-
tant for the movement of supplies through eastern Algeria from Ouled 
Ramoun to Tebessa and beyond. 

These engines were shipped knocked down from the States, hauled 
630 miles to Sidi Mabrouk, Algeria, and put together by th~ 753rd 
Shop Bn., which worked 'round-the-clock to get them out, the first 
two being assembled in the record time ot 76 hours . Then they were 
loaded aboard well-cais and routed to Ouled Ramoun where they could 
be transferred to the narrow-gauge track. 

As the full seriousness ....--------------- ----. 
of the Allied threat to 
North Africa dawned 
upon the German com-
mand, and realization 
that the lines over which 
they were retreating 
would never be retaken, 
the railroads began to 
catch the full fury of 
Nazi demolition. As the 
German and Italian 
armies were forced back 
into their final comer 
in Tunisia, bridges were 
blown, roundhouses and 
BhOpS destroyed, yard C eW ,!, • . Y>i>bf V j-> I ;. b - C- . :"'b I 
tracks made inoperative · 
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with the Arab laborers handling railroad equipment at the port. One 
of his greatest difficulties was to familiarize the Arabs with the various 
parts of locomotives, box cars and fiat ca.rs. Not speaking their lan-
guage, he resorted to signs. When he wanted car bumpers loaded, 
for instance, he would bang his fists together; for car springs, he would 
jump up and down like he was riding a pogo stick. The natives had 
a natural tendency to slip a.way to secluded spots for a siesta, so about 
every hour Sergeant Roe went a.rollll.d counting noses, to keep an 
effective gang at hand. 

The 17oo's, meanwhile, were getting used to hearing the railroaders 
called "cheminots". 

MP's Join MRS Family 

ONE of the problems in hauling military supplies over a long distance 
is to make sure that the ammunition, equipment, food and clothing 

actually reach the front-line troops who need them. It was this pro-
blem which brought a Military Police battalion into the MRS family 
in North Africa. With 
attachment of the 794th 1 1 ...: --t • l. 
MP's, commanded by Lt. 
Col. Frederick H. Owen, 
Augusta, Maine, the MRS 
assumed full responsibility 
for protection of supplies 
moving by rail. This arran-
gement was so successful 
that it was to become a 
permanent feature of MRS 
methods in future cam-
paigns, additional Military 
Police companies being added 
as expanding operations 
demanded. 
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In North Africa the MP's 
rode the trains and guarded 
the yards across 1200 miles 
of rail line from Casablanca 
to Bizerte, living in the usual 
• • 40 and 8'' box ca rs and eating 
pers~mally cooked meals. w. o Don f. Boker Inspecting a train 
Natives would boa.rd supply load of gasoline. 
trains moving slowly up 
heavy grades, and would be collared by the waiting MP's before 
they could do any pilfering. Sometimes it was not so simple, 
however, and wild chases would take place over the tops of the 
swaying ca.rs in the best of Wild West movie tradition. The men 
used their weapons only as a last resort. 

Through The Kuaerine Pass 

THE story of Kasserine Pass is one of tb.e most famous in the North 
African campaign, a.nd a.11 through the American adva.nce in 

January, 1943, a.od the fierce German counter-tllow a. month later, the 
Military Railway Service wa.s right i11. the thick of it. 
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For its outstanding accomplishments in the Kasserine and on 
through the Tunisian campaign, the entire 727th Railway Operating 
Battalion received a citation from General Gray. During the original 
advance through the Pass, personnel of the 727th reconnoitered the 
railway ahead of the fighting line, and, under fire, recovered and 
removed a number of locomotives. Then when the Germans counter-
attacked with tanks, driving the Allies back, the 727tb stayed to eva-
cuate munitions and French troops. The last train left under enemy 
machine gun fire. Lt. Col. Fred W. Okie, from Birmingham, Ala., 
and a superintendent on the Southern Railway, personally led a detach-
ment of his battalion beyond the Allied lines in an attempt to bring 
back two trains of ammunition which had been abandoned after a 
rapid enemy advance. When the enemy closed in and made removal 
of the trains impossible, Lt. Col. Okie and bis men demobilized the 
locomotives, gathered together a number of civilian refugees, and 
led them all to safety by a round-about route through the desert. 
When the Allies advanced again in March, men of the 727th helped 
repair the rail lines and rebuilt bridges in some sectors even ahead 
of the Army, always under hazard from bombing, strafing and 
mines. 

SICILY 

IN North Africa, the ground war bad burned itself out. The German 
and Italian Armies there had been destroyed or taken prisoner . 
But if the triplet 17oo's figured they were due for a rest, they missed 

their guess. With no noticeable transition, they kept up their hard 
driving, preoccupied now ~th the preparation for the Sicilian cam-
paign. On July 10, 1943, Sicily was invaded. 

MRS soldier-railroaders quickly entered Sicily in support of Lt. Gen 
Patton's 7th Army. On July 13th, D-Day plus 3, an advance echelon 
of the 727tb Railway Operating Bn. landed at Licata, reconnoitered 
the rail yards, organized civilian rail workers, located equipment and 
made a pioneer run, all within four hours after they hit the beach. 
Twenty hours later, trains were moving into forward positions held 
by the Third Division, thus releasing many trucks for battle duties. 
The first day 400 tons of supplies moved inland; the second day, 600 
tons; the third day, the 800-ton mark was passed, and continued to 
increase as the remainder of the battalion arrived and went into imme-
diate action on the captured rail lines. 

Mines were thickly sown, and the veteran 72~b hunted them out, 
permitting the Engineer Corps mine squads to devote all their energies 
to the clearing of paths for the combat troops' advance. Sabotage 
was encountered; trains were bombed and strafed and fired upon by 
ground troops, for as fast as a section of rail line was wrested from the 
enemy it was put into use supplying the Third Division's battle line. 

The opening of the railroads and the organization of the Sicilian 
railroad personnel were made so rapidly and efficient1y that rail service 
was immediately available in the Port of Palermo when it was opened 
on July 28th. 
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Three hundred locomotives, 3,500 cars and 1,373 miles of standard 
and narrow gauge right-of-way were the prizes captured in the Sici-
lian campaign. The equipment included a number of brand new 
German cars just ferried to the island. The enemy couldn't get them 
back to the Italian mainland after the ferry base was destroyed by 
Allied bombing. 

Back at a water point in North Africa, the three 17oo's, momentarily 
reunited, were piecing together the scraps of information they bad 
picked up about the battle of Sicily, gossiping in that deep husky tone 
that you'll find in idling locomotives the world over: " ..... the things 
they say about those Sicilian locomotives I How do you suppose the 
727th ever managed such a job without us ? But you gotta admit 
that was one mighty fine job of railroading " I 

By a strange coincidence, that same thought was running through 
the head of Lieutenant General Patton. He cited the entire unit. 

ITALY 

BY this time, our 17oo's were getting to be battle-scarred, battle-
wise old hands at military railroading, strategy and tactics-they 

were even learning to place a proper evaluation on rumors--so when 
the news broke that the battle was being carried on into Italy, they 
weren't much surprised. But one of the early news flashes from the 
Salerno beachhead really jarred ·their pony trucks. 
I twas Colonel Clarence 
R. Burpee of the 703rd 
Grand Division (now 
a Brigadier General in 
command of the 2nd 
MRS) who fitted box 
car wheels to a couple 
of 6 x 6 trucks and put 
them in service as 
locomotives to haul 
the first trains of 
Allied supplies on the 
mainland of Europe. 
It is easy to understand 
what a blow this was 
to a 2-8-0. However, 
their turn was coming. 

Colonel Burpee, who 
was named Deputy • 
Director of Railroads ' -
m Italy by General Chaos in yards in Italy 
Gray, began hison-the-
ground work with the 
Salerno landings. An advance echelon of the 703rd landed at Naples on 
October 4th, and the 713th Operating Battalion went ashore at the 
same point two days later. The harbor was blocked, so troops and 
supplies had to go over the side of the ships into barges to be lightered 
into the littered docks and open beaches. 

The sight which met their eyes was one of utter devastation. What 
had once been part of one of the finest railroad systems on the contin-
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ent had been turned into a heap of tangled scrap iron. The Germans, 
apparently realizing the tremendous part the railroads had played in 
their defeat in Tunisia and Sicily, had systematized their demolition 
of Italian rail facilities to a new high. Fleeing north from Salerno, 
they destroyed more than 25 important bridges south of Naples. For 
them it was not enough to blow an occasional rail or switch. No-
every rail, every switch and frog, bad received individual attention. 

As usual, the harvesting of mines was one of the first jobs. Even 
the unexploded charges bad to be handled with extreme care, being 
equipped as they were with extra sockets for booby trap attachments. 
Brakemen found nearly every switch mined to detonate when it was 
moved or thrown. They took the mines out themselves. 

The broken overhead catenary hung uselessly from every pole, its 
wires ready to foul anything on wheels. It was necessary to cut the 
wires down before anything could move. Overhead bridges ·and foot 
walks which had been blasted onto the right-of-way had to be broken 
up and carried away before the ruined rails underneath could be 
replaced. 

There was no general stores department to call upon for rail and 
fittings. A stock pile, if it could be called that, was gleaned from 
sidings which could be spared for the moment. For long miles the 
right-of-way often failed to yield one useable piece of material. 

When the 713th first went to work in Italy, the enemy lines were 
only about fifteen miles away. It was almost impossible to find a 
building that had not been damaged, but after a couple of days in a 
brokendown warehouse the outfit located a more likely spot near the 
station and moved in. For two days they labored at cleaning the 
place up, only to find that it was loaded with time bombs which might 
go off at any time. Needless to say, the building ceased to appeal tg 
them as a bivouac. 

Yards were a sorrv 
sight, due as much to 
accurate Allied bom-
bing as to thorough 
enemy demolition.Cars 
had been blown about 
like chaff in the wind, 
or stood in strings on 

the sidings, burned to 
a crisp, their frames 
standing like charred 
skeletons against the 
sky. 

But blowing a rail-
road into a state of 
total uselessness is a 
bard job, as the MRS 
railroaders set out to 

Switches and frogs systematically blasted by Germans prove. Everybody pit-
ched in-construction 

men, firemen, conductors and all-to start clearing up the debris, 
repairing track, and getting equipment rerailed and operating. On 
that word "everybody" hangs a tale: 

One of the 713th's operating platoons, led by Sgt. Fred A. Tomer, 
havingnothingtooperateat the moment, decided to become a track gang. 
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Now, Sergeant Tomer 
is ordinarily a conductor, 
so for a starter he had 
to give himself some new 
titles. He became, all at 
one time, track gang 
foreman, wreck foreman 
and riptrack foreman. 
He grabbed Private ' "'<- - · . . _ 
Alexander Parker, who ~~F.~ 
had some track gang 
experience, and made 
him right bower. 

Then the sergeant and 
his twenty-one men set 
toworkearlyone morning. 
Firemen swung picks, and 
engineers wielded shovels. 
At dusk that night the 
gang had opened up a 
good length of track and 

Destruclion on lhe right of way. 

put eight serviceable cars on it. They had filled in bomb craters so 
big that twisted cars lay in the bottom of them like so many toys. 
They had manhandled demolished rolling stock which hemmed in ser-
viceable equipment, and had put a switch engine in operation. 

Next day the gang reclaimed twelve cars and put more track back 
in service, filled more craters and fixed more switches. 

The third day out, Sergeant Tomer looked behind a big mass of de-
bris and spotted a German wrecker crane, not badly damaged. He 
and his gang put the crane in working order and then built 75 yards 
of track to get it where they could use it. From them on their work 
was a lot easier. 

When the 17oo's heard about that, they laughed fit to bust a flue, 
and their steampressure went up alarmingly. But the laugh sounded 
pretty proud about something. 

When a track cleared up to the point where operations could be 
begun the first train moved up to the nearby front. With the hazards 
awaiting the run, the crew was a big one. There were two engineers-
T /4 William McMeans and T /4 Lyman Mills; two :firemen-T /5 
Alfred Ricketts and T /5 Paul Dahlin. The conductor was Sgt. Wood-
row Boice, and Pfc Harvey Bradley and Pfc Victor Schaefer served 
as brakemen. 

The first pay load which headed up front was around 250 tons. In 
four days the trains were averaging 450 tons, and from there it went 
to 1,000 and more in short order. 

Wounded Ride "Mercy Special" 

BUT as extension of repair and control of the rail network progressed, 
hauling supplies from the ports to the forward areas wasn't the 

only big job performed by the Military Railway Service. Of equal 
importance was the evacuation of Allied wounded from the fighting 
front, 
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Typical of the hospital 
trains assembled by the 
MRS was the ''Mercy 
Special", which was put 
into service in Italy. It 
consisted of 14 cars, 
including four equipped 
for litter patients, four 
for walking wounded, one 
surgery and pharmacy 
car, one kitchen car, two 
sleepers for enlisted men 

~, and one for officers, and 
one boiler car to provide 
steam heat. 

The initial run of the 
"Mercy Special" was an 

Wounded soldiers board hospllal train forward in area event of no small impor-. tance. When she arrived 
at the appointed place in the forward area, long lines of ambulances 
were waiting with cargoes of pain and suffering collected from 
evacuation hospitals even closer to the battle- grounds. 

Working with the smoothness born of experience, the ambulance 
drivers backed their vehicles up to special outsize doors cut into the 
sides of the cars. Careful medical corpsmen unloaded the litters from 
the chilly ambulances. Inside. under the watchful eyes of a perma-
nent crew of doctors and nurses, the wounded Americans were trans-
ferred from t he canvas stretchers to tiers of beds with mattresses and 
springs, and provided with clean white sheets and blankets. 

Meanwhile, the walking wounded were filing into cars set aside for 
them at the other end of the train. A picked crew of the 713th Rail-
way Operating Battalion was outside. making a routine check of the 
tram, while a fascinated but subdued audience of Italian civilians 
looked on from the sidelines. 

Then the conductor, Sgt. 
Henry Smith of Kansas 
City, Kansas. with I 7 years 
of experience on the Santa 
Fe, gave the highball. T/4 
LouisWaskeofConception 
Junction, Mo., ofi the 
Chicago Great Western, 
cracked the throttle in the 
cab of the 1775 ever so 
gently, and the train was 
ofi smoothly on its return 
trip. 

Even as she gathered 
speed over lines cleared 
of all traffic to wait her 
passing, the hospital train 
staff was going quietly 
about its dutiea. Army /nlerlar of a llller car on hospllaf train. 
nurses c:tieckeal every 
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Along in March, 1944, old Mt. 
Vesuvius decided to stage one 
of its worst eruptions in many 
years. Smoke shrouded the 
crater, red hot lava poured 
down the slopes, homes had to 
be abandoned, and a great cloud 
of ashes shot thousands of feet 
into the air. 

For a while the MRS train 
crews eyed the overcast sky 
with more curiosity than alarm. 
But finally it became necessary 
to tum freight trains back 
because of the ashes and cinders 
falling on the tracks- as deep 
as 20 inches in some spots. 
Pieces of cinder six to eight 
inches in diameter fell along the 
right-of-way as much as four 
and five miles from the volcano. 

Hundreds of MRS personnel 
dropped all other duties and 
went out with shovels, brooms 
and bulldozers toclearthetrack. 

Vesuvius blows Its lop 

The ashes fell so fast that frogs and switches would fill up again as 
fast as they could be swept clean. Rain came down, and soon packed 
the cinders so tightly between the rails and switches that it was 
necessary to dig them out by hand. 

"What'll they think of next," thought the 1775 as she bucked her 
way along by inches, with the crew getting down out of the cab from 
time to tinie to shovel a path for her as they went. 

Apparently Vesuv' couldn't think of anythmg more, and having 
shot his bolt gradually quieted down and railroading became a bit more 
sane again. 

Fifth Army Lauds Railroaders 

MRS met lots of unexpected things in North Africa and Italy, and 
it isn't surprising that a great many of them were of an unpleasant 

nature. But they weren't all of them on the 
dark side, and one of the brightest was Lt. 
General Mark W. Clark's presentation of 
the Fifth Army Plaque and Clasp to General 
Gray in recognition of the effectiveness of 
MRS' operations in support of the Fifth 
Army's great fight up the Italian boot. 

"I have regarded with mounting admi-
ration the operations of the Military Railway 
Service in its support of the Fifth Army," 
said General Clark. "In planning, construc-
tion and operation, the MRS has habitually 
performed the impossible. Despite clever 
enemy demolition, your engineers have 
executed near-miracles of reconstruction. s th Army Plaque &. Clasp 

presented to MRS by 
Lt Gen, Mark W. Clark 
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"With unswerving concentration on the task ahead, your officers 
and men have labored, often under fire, in planning, constructing and 
operating the rails to the forward areas, virtually to the Army front 
lines. Time and again, crucial materials and reinforcements could not 
have been brought into action except for the outstanding performance 
of the Military Railway Service." 

Well ...... '75 was pretty hard to get along with for a while after 
that. And when she heard about General Gray's reply to General 
Clark, expressing his "personal gratification for your recognition of 
the fine railroad soldiers that I have the pleasure and honor to com-
mand," she nearly blew a cylinder head. "Paste that to your crown-
sheet," sez 75. "Oh, my aching drivers," said '76 and '77. But they 
made sure that it didn't sound convincing. 

First Train To Rome 

ON July 4th, 1944, one month to the day from the time the first 
Allied soldiers fought their way into Rome, the first train from 

Naples rolled into the capital city of Italy with General Gray himself 
at the throttle on the last stage of the journey. 

Accompanying the General on this historic trip was Henry L. Stim-
son, U.S. Secretary of War, and party. General Gray had with him 
his two Allied deputies, Italian General Guiseppe di J?.imondo and 
British Brigadier R. D. Waghom. 

This pioneer train was a freight, and it carried all the coal that a 
pair of husky Diesel-electric locomotives could lug on a long string of 
ca:rs--<:oal which was so sorely needed in Rome to help boost the out-
put of electricity and gas. The Eternal City had long been without 
full public utilities service. When the Germans left they wrecked 
the main hydro-electric 
plant which furnished 
most of the :power for the 
city, and either carried 
away or destroyed all the 
coal they could find. So 
the first train, loaded 
with fuel, was received 
in Rome with joy and 
appreciation. 

A month later, in 
August, came another 
"first run" for the MRS-
this time from Rome to 
Arezzo, following the 
rapid advance of the 
combat troops. 

Crew of first train into Rome, July 4, 1944. 
Through ghost towns, 

their inhabitants eva-
cuated, their homes 
rubble, the Arezzo special felt its way along newly laid track and over 
spidery trestles hastily constructed where the Germans had blasted 
out bridges. Frequent stops were necessary for the crews to untangle 
the wires of wrecked catenary which became entangled in the wheels. 

Bomb craters were frequent along the right-of-way, and the charred 
and riddled remains of German and Italian rolling stock were mute 
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evidence of the effectiveness of Allied air attacks. Tunnels had been 
blown in by the Krauts and the debris had been cleared away only 
enough to permit operation of the track. 

On this trip, as on many others, the ingenuity of the MRS railroader 
came to the fore. A car developed a hot-box and, in the absence of or.tho-
dox •'dope", the box was repacked with a mixture of Diesel fuel oil and 
GI soap. The journal completed, its run in a state of exemplary coolness. 

It was also in August, 1944, that the "A" Companies of five MRS 
Operating Battalions-the 713th, 715th, 719th, 727th and 759th-
were cited by General Gray for outstanding accomp lishments in 
the repair and reconstruction of railway lines in Italy. 

The Italian railways 
t ~ , ' - are very vulnerable to 

demolition. They abound 
in long high viaducts and 
steel spans, andin tunnels. 
The Germans made full 
use of this fact. They left 
in their wake a succession 
of br-idges blown to r-ubble 
and tangled steel, and 
tunnels blocked l>y ea.r,th 
fallen from demolitions in 
the roof. In addition they 
plowed up the track by 

- - •·· - means of a giant hook 
The German '! Big Hook". towed by a locomotive 

and cut every rail in two or three pieces by explosive chai:ges. 
Keefing up to the Fifth Army in its swift advance, these mainten-

ance o way outfits cleared wreckage from tracks, br-idges and tunnels, 
swept mines and removed booby traps without the aid o'f the Engineers, 
and put the rail lines back in operating condition. One of their out-
standing achievements was the construction in 1·7 days of a 237-foot 
single span bridge over the Garigliano River-large5t sing-le span in 
the entire theater of operations. 

Figures sometimes bring facts into startling focus. During the 
five months ending October 1, 1944, a total of 21,759 trains were requi-
red to carry over 7,000,000 tons of 
military freight to Allied Armies 
in Italy. To accomplish this, Allied 
Force Military Railway Service 
operated 2,478 miles of railroad, 
assisted by Italian personnel. Over 
l,ooo miles of that track had to 
be rebuilt, 450 miles of it being 
totally demolished and 650 miles 
badly damaged by bombing and 
shellfire. A total of 3,154 troop and 
812 hospital trains were run during 
that period. Over 15,000 feet of new 
bridging built; 24 tunnels with a 
total length of 20 miles recon-
structed; half a million cubic yards 
of earth moved for :filling craters 
and gaps in viaducts over dry beds. · ... and some of It's dirty work. 
Over 750 miles of signal routes repaired or rebuilt. 
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This page of photograpns tells a 
story in pictures of construction 
work on the 237-ft. Garigliano river 
bridge. largest <Ingle span bridge 
erected by the MRS In Italy. 

Company "A" bddge platoons 
started from scratch. as demon-~ 
strated In the aerial photo at top ~ 
left. First task was to build a ·- - -
counterweight on the abutment, 
from wh1ch cranes could set out 
steel as shown In center photo. A 
temporary pier '\\'BS ten floated out 
to carry the load. 

German steel, captured from the retreating 
enemy. was used on the Garigliano river bridge, 
Plans were drawn for It at MRS HQ. and T/3 
Owen Beckwith, Minneapolis, Minn .. became so 
Interest~ that he went to work on a scale model 
which be made out of cardboard, match sticko 
and glue. 
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Command Linked By Radio 

IN Italy the 794th Military Police assumed a new role of importance 
in addition to their guarding of trains. This time it was radio. 
Spread over a constantly widening territory where gTOund communi-

cations were uncertain at best, the MRS found the 794th radio to be 
a life-saver. The MP's themselves bad little detachments scattered 
hither and yon. First radio connections in Italy were set up between 
Salerno and Naples. Stations were later added at Benevento and 
A versa, and the number continued to increase as the campaign 
advanced. 

When the big push 4 came, and Rome was I I\ ,,.,.,. J.~ 
liberated, the MP radio 
took on another value 
as a means of communi-
cations between Naples 
and the capital city 
before telephone and 
telegraph lines had been 
restored. 

Leading up to the 
British offensive on 
Italy's east coast, the 
794th set up a radio 
station at Falconara in 
the Ancona sector and 
provided the only direct 
means of communication 
between that area and Radio room handles hundreds o f messages dai/v 
the British transpor-
tation officials in MRS headquarters. 

General Gray's special rail car was radio-equipped so that while on 
the road he could keep constantly informed of happenings back at 
headquarters. 

So valuable was this new :field of service on the part of the MP's 
that it became a part of the permanent fabric of MRS, increasing its 
usefulness with the increasing loads placed upon it. 

SARDINIA AND CORSICA 

THOUGH none of MRS' operating battalions took part in the invasion 
of Sardinia and Corsica, nor did they operate the trains and shops, 

neverthelesf? MRS had its role to play there, too. 
When the Air Corps set up on Sardinia after the French and Italians 

bad 1driven the Germans off the island, the air :fields were not near the 
ports; therefore railroads, some standard but most of them narrow 
gauge, had to be utilized to move gasoline, bombs, repair parts and 
personnel from the ports, over the high mountains, to the air :fields. 
Our interests in the railroads of Sardinia were in the hands of Captain 
W. A. Rohe! of the 704th Railway Grand Division, of Butte, Mont., 
former Great Northern man, and S /Sgt. Jam es C. Branch of the 
759th Operating Battalion, Elko, Nevada, and the Western 
Pacific. 
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These gentlemen took charge of organizing the demoralized personnel, 
and throue;h them managed the necessary rail communications to 
fulfill their mission of supporting and supplying the Air Corps. Captain 
Robel and Sergeant Branch were awarded the Legion of Merit on 
recommendation of the Commanding General in Sardinia for their 
devotion to their very vital duties there. 

Our participation in Corsica, whose railway lines were French- and 
North African-owned, was devoted chiefly to assisting in the mainte-
nance of motive power and furnishing additional engines to supplement 
the too badly damaged engines found on the Is land. While the direct 
operation was under the French Military Railway Service, Colonel 
Quenard, with whom we had worked in Nort h Africa, constant super-
vision and assistance was afforded this French operation, supporting 
and supplying our Air Corps in Sardinia. 

FRANCE 

THE '76 was stretching her drivers on the shore of the French Riviera 
after a tiring boat ride from North Africa. A group of soldiers 

working around some nearby cars attracted her casual glance, then 
her fixed attention. She had seen one of those fellows before. 
Thinking back over months of war, she :finally placed him-he was 
that red-headed B&M engineer who used to take her roaring through 
the Algerian mountains. 

'76 spun her wheels in high glee. The momentary "lost" feeling 
that comes with being unceremoniously dumped down in a new 
country, was gone, for these fellows were old friends. The 1st Military 
Railway Service was in France. 

Don't think that the ----------------~ 
'76 wasn't hep to what 
had been going on in 
France. The 17oo's had 
felt the strange, cold 
excitement that greeted 
the June D-Day when 
Allied troops poured 
onto the beachheads of 
Normandy, the anxious 
but determined tension 
through the long weeks 
of grim battle along the 
coastal lines. They noted 
with pride that General 
Burpee's 2nd Military 
Railway Service was 
facing its problems and 11< ' ,,, -
hazards like veterans. Direct hit on /ocomot1ve. 
When, on August 15th, 
landings were made along the Riviera beaches for the other jaw of the 
nutcracker that was to givt;i the Germans a disastrous squeeze, the 
17oo's told themselves ,'This is getting close to home". 

When Lt. Col. Benjamin H. Decker, General Gray's executive 
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deputy and a former D&RGW division superintendent from Salt Lake 
City, landed on the Riviera beach on August 16th, he immediately 
began a survey of the railroad situation. Next day an engineer 
battalion placed some empty cars for loading at St. Tropez. The day 
after that six carloads of supplies were moved from St. Tropez to 
Cogolin, about 15 miles from the beach. The following day it was 
eight carloads. And so the flow of traffic started, eventually reaching 
14,000 net tons daily and the top isn't yet in sight. 

A reconnaissance party found 12 locomotives and So freight cars at 
Carnoules, northeast of Toulon, and they were rushed into service. It 
was apparent that only about to per cent of the locomotives which 
existed before the war were still available; rolling stock was down 
from about 440,000 to around 200,000, even including the German cars 
that fell into Allied hands. 

To supplement this supply it was decided to bring in, as quickly as 
possible, a number of standard oil-burning locomotives and Diesel 
electric switch engines, along with some l,ooo special-type cars from 
North Africa. These included 10,000-gallon tank cars, 56-ton war 
fiats to carry tanks and other heavy equipment, refrigerator cars, etc. 

The first MRS units to take the field in Southern France included a 
forward echelon of Headquarters, followed later by the entire outfit; 
the 703rd Grand Division, 713th Operating Battalion and the 794th 
MP's. After them came the 727th and 759th Operating Battalions, 
the 704th Grand Division, the 788th Base Depot Company and the 
76rst Railway Transportation Company. Remaining in Italy to 
continue supplying the Allied Armies there were the 701st Grand 
Division, the 7r5th and 7r9th Operating Battalions, the 75yd Shop 
Battalion, the 76oth Diesel Battalion, and the newly arrived 774th 
Grand Division. 
Three new units were added to General Gray's command, now known 

as the rst Military Railway Service, for duty in France. These were 
the 75oth Operating Battalion, the 756th Shop Battalion and the 
783rd Base Depot Company. The 794th MP Battalion was augmented 
by assignment of the 388th and 4ooth MP Battalions. 

Bridges And Yards Destroyed 

FOR the soldier-railroaders who had worked their way across North 
Africa and up through Italy, conditions in southern France were 

and old story, with just a few new twists thrown in. 
A great number of bridges had been destroyed. In the valley of 

the Rhone, from Marseille to Lyon, there were no connections between 
the, right and left banks of the river. In one viaduct, commanding 
almost all the traffic of Western France, 22 out of 32 arches had been 
blown. To the north of Lyon the situation was no better. Bridges, 
tunnels, stations, engine sheds, block cabins and freight sheds had been 
turned into rubble either by Allied bombing or German demolition. 

Terrific damage had been inflicted on the marshalling yards all 
the way from the Mediterranean coast to the heart of France. Only 
chaotic heaps of burnt cars, smashed engines and twisted rail remained. 
Cleaning them up was slow work, with most of the necessary materials 
on the critical list. 
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In both the repair and operation of rail lines in Southern France, the 
MRS received help of the Jth Army Engineers and unqualified coopera-
tion from French railroad employees, members of the Societe Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer (SNCF). 

Original plans bad called for establishment of three phases for the 
operation of railroads in France, subject always to U.S. control: 
(1) Operation by Americans military; (2) French civilian operation, 
with U. S. supervision; and (3) Complete operation by French civilians. 

" From the very :first , " 
commented General Gray, 
"the desire of the SNCF 
to cooperate was so whole-
hearted that it was 
possible for us to skip 
the first phase altogether. 
So we started right in on 
the second step, with the 
French civilians doing 
the operating and our 
GI's just supervising-
double-crewing on the 
runs . This supervision 
has naturally varied a lot, 
depending on the amount 
of traffic and proximity 
of trains to t he front lines. 
Sometimes none at a ll is 
necessar y ." 

Wrecked railroad bridge over Scone ri•er at Lyon, Fronce. 

('76 appreciated F rench cooperation. Their equipment had air 
brakes. "just like a breath of home" murmured '76) . 

Pho•phoru• bo mb• explode on burning 
ammo train 
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Mutual assistance from all 
sides was an outstanding factor 
from the very beginning in 
getting the rail supply lines 
into action. With vital bridges 
out of commission, American 
7th Army Engineers and the 
Civil Engineering Department 
of the SNCF worked ri~ht 
alongside MRS construction 
troops in order to open a route 
t o the front with the least 
possible delay. By the first of 
t he year, 42 bridges had been 
rebuilt; 800 miles of track and 
4 tunnels repaired; 4000 miles 
of track were in operation by 
1st MRS. 

Often a bit of improvising 
became necessary in order to 
link severed bits of rail line 
together pending repair of the 
crossings. For instance, on the 
:first line to operate after 

Tonks move from ports to bottle lines in USA cor flats. 

D- Day, from the 
Riviera north to 
Grenoble, a blown-out 
bridge made it neces-
sary to bring supplies 
by train up to the 
bank of the Durance 
river, ferry them 
across, and reload on 
a train on the other 
side. From there they 
proceeded as far as 
Sisteron where they 
had to unload again 
and truck around a 
demolished trestle. 

Communications Lines Battered 

REPAIRING battered communication lines along the right-of-way also 
required its share of cooperation and ingenuity. French railway 

and U. S. Signal Corps men worked side by side with Signal groups of 
the MRS to put back into service the telephone and.telegraph facilities 
so systematically destroyed by the retreating Germans. 

While that was going on, short wave radio stepped in to play a very 
vital part in keeping the trains moving. Set up readily at pointS'along 
the line, the portable radio outfits of the 794th MP's moved in quickly 
wherever regular ground communications were inoperative. General 
Gray termed the radio " life saver, " pointing out that without it 
there would have been continued instances like the one very early in 
the campaign when 21 trains were out on the road, but only eight of 
them could be positively accounted for. The otper 13 were on their 
own. 

End-to-end train communication gave radio another chance to 
prove its worth. Already in the experimental stage back home in 
America, the idea got its first overseas trial on an MRS train in France 
on a test rm~ made by two 713th railroaders-S /Sgt Ray Welker of 
Portland, Oregon, (Southern Pacific), and T /4 Charles H. Sample, Jr .. 
Altoona, Pa. (PRR). 

" We knew that having both ends of the train in communication 
would eliminate a Jot of hazards and save a Jot of time, " the men 
explained, ' • but we were somewhat handicapped in setting up a 
system due totbe fact that no type of permanent installation could be 
made on the rolling stock, and the expense bad to be practically 
zero. 
· "So we borrowed a couple of 'walkie-talkie' sets, put one in the cab 
and the other in the caboose, and started out. We made a 90-mile trip, 
and were in perfect communication with each other at all times, 
except for a few minutes while passing through a tunnel. 

'' At one station where we bad to make a lay-over, we tried out the 
possibilities of radio for yard operations with much success. Now 
the yard men are all clamoring for it. " 
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All these achievements in opening and maintaining the railroad 
system in southern France soon brought a special commendation to 
the xst Military Railway Service from Lieut. General Jacob L. Devers, 
Commanding General of the Sixth Army Group, " Sup,1>lies carried by 
your trains ar now reaching the forward areas, " tlie general said. 
" There could be no finer compliment to pay than to say that you 
have the thanks and appreciation of each individual soldier receiving 
those supplies. " 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 

OVER and µnder and behind the realm of military effort :flows another 
stream of consciousness that makes up the everyday life of 

MRS. Out of that stream protrude countless little incidents that 
tell of the ingenuity, kindliness and humor of soldier-railroaders, and 
their efforts to fill the gaps left by their separation from family, friends, 
and familiar environ'ment. 

In the MRS soldier-railroader's hours oft duty, sports and hobbies 
:flourish to an unusual degree, ranging from a football team that won 
the 1945 Riviera Bowl game, to a male chorus that for months was 
a weekly feature of the Radio France station in Algiers . .A,rtists try 
their brushes and pens on the vivid scenes of military railroading; 
musicians seek out instruments wherever they go, pouring forth every-
thing from Brahms to Boogie-woogie. A draftsman builds a model of 
a bridge that has captured his imagination, putting it together to 
perfect scale with bits of cardboard, match sticks and glue. 

Catching runaway barrage balloons isn't railroading, but six MRS 
soldiei:s did their duty when one of the big rubber cows came bouncing 
down the tracks playing tag with the locomotives in the Algiers yards. 
The six cowboys were S /Sgt Branch, Sgt Keiser and T /5 Danihy of the 
759th, Pvt Crumley, Pvt Dodds, and Pvt McCarthy of MRS head-
quarters. Because the balloon was highly in:flammable and the men 
knew it, they were cited by General Gray. 

The 719th's T /4 Dan 
Lawyer gained unmor- -•.- -w-
tality in his unit by 
constructing an ice-
cream freezer out of a 
worn-out gasoline gene-

rator, some scrap air-
plane parts and an old 
milk can. To satisfy 
men who messed at road 
kitchens out along the 
line, the freezer became 
a traveling ice cream 
plant. A cook craves 
doughnuts, rolls the 
dough with a wine 
bottle, cuts them out 
withasawedoff C-Ratfon 
can, and punches the 1 , ,....._ _,. 

holes with a bottle cap. Outo myway/ it's lime for chow/ 
A washing machine 
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suddenly materializes out of miscellaneous drums, scrap gears and 
pipe (not out of chewing gum wrappers, an abandoned Rolls-Royce and 
the teeth of a defunct camel, as it was rumored), and is christened 
"Hoffman's Invasion Machine," after its inspired inventor. 

T /4 Dusina, T /5 McCafierty and Pfc Dwyer found a stranger in the 
cab of their locomotive, busily pulling at miscellaneous levers to get it 
started. With visions of saboteurs :floating before their eyes, the 
three hauled him to the MP's, only to find that he was a merchant 
seaman who, spurred on by a bit of potent North African red wine, 
wanted to see the countryside and felt that a locomotive was just 
about his size. 

Christmas ro1ls around, and the soldier-railroader celebrate it in 
traditional style. Ronn ding up all the French or Italian kids in the 
vicinity of the bivouacs and billets, they shower them with " camp-
made " toys, and with candy and chewing gum contributed for 
months ahead from PX rations. It pays oft big dividends in ecstatic 
looks from bug-eyed kids, and makes Christmas out of 25 December. 

753'd's "C" Company refitted a salvaged Italian passenger car with 
all the equipment and appurtenances for the large-scale manufacture 
of doughnuts. Red Cross girls took over its operation, and it travels 
up and down_ the railroad lines dishing out cheer for the inner man to 
soldier-railroaders stationed at isolated spots a long way from Red 
Cross Clubs and moving pictures. The car is known as the " Yankee 
Dipper". 

A little drama was enacted in Southern France, where there were 
reports that German paratroopers had been dropped in the hills. 

Sgt Skolrood of the 713th remarked to PFC Robinson and Pvt 
Clatterbuck that it might be a. good idea to keep their eyes open for 
trespassers. 

Time passed, and preoccuP.ied with their work none of them noticed 
a man in a gray uniform until he darted between some cars. Skolrood 
yelled at Robinson, Robinson yelled at Clatterbuck, and Clatterbuck 
Just yelled. Meanwhile they managed to level oft their .45's and began 
an encircling movement. The Kraut gave up and came out shouting 
" Kamerad ". 

Robinson noticed three or four /otato-masher grenades hanging, 
from the Jerry's belt, and steadie his pistol for a quick one-two 
but the man in gray mumbled something that sounded like "don't 
shoot, " so they took him in alive. They got a tub-full of small arms 
and grenades oft the prisoner. 

Discussing the incident, Robinson observed" Aw it was just one of 
those things that keep happening to the 713th ". ' 

Said Clatterbuck : "Yeah, that was just small potatoes. Why, 
I remember when we first hit Ital:y on the heels of the Fifth Army ..... 
The bullets and shrapnel were whistling around and. . • . . . " 

" Aw, quit braggin, " said Skolrood. 
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THE names of the recipients of the 1st MRS Certificate of 
Merit as of January 1st, 1945 : 

A 
Pvt. Erhard L. ALBERS. 
T/5 Arthur W. ANDERSON. 

B 

S/Sgt. Belvie BALLARD. 
T/5 Elmer H. BANDT. 
1st Lt. John L. BEAN. 
Pvt. Thomas F. BERRY. 
T/5 William C. B1TTORF. 
Pvt. Hoke S. BONNELL. 
Cpl. Chester L. BONNER. 
S/Sgt. James C. BRANCH. 
Pvt. Lee M. BREWER. 
S/Sgt. Harold S. BROWN. 
M/Sgt. Philip M. BUCKINGHAM. 
T/4 James E. BUMGARNER. 
Pfc Lee BURNS. 
T/4 John J. Buss. 

c 
T/5 Louis V. CERVENY. 
T/4 John G. CLARDY. 
T/4 Wallace H. CONNELLY. 
Capt. Edwin B. CONNERAT. 
1st Lt. James W. CROHAN. 
Pvt. Alfred W. CROMER. 
Pfc Archie L. CUNNINGHAM. 

D 

S/Sgt. Orland E. DAVIDSON. 
S/Sgt. Perry D. DAVIS. 
T/5 John B. DowNEY. 
Pvt. Robert L. DUNCAN. 

E 

S/Sgt. John M. ELLIS. 
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F 
S/Sgt. Charles R. FEWLASS. 
T/Sgt. Edward J. FOLEY. 
Sgt. Lester A. FRANCIS. 

G 
T/Sgt. Oscar E. GILBERT. 
T/4 Thomas J. GLENN. 
Pvt. Samuel GLICKSTEIN. 
T/4 Edmond 0. GoULET. 
Sgt. Kenneth S. GRossBALL. 
Pvt. Cecil GUESS. 
Capt. Bruce GUNNELL. 

H 
Pvt. Samuel 0. HAIRSTON. 
T/Sgt. Ambrose M. HALEY. 
Pvt. John A. HALPIN. 
Pvt. William C. HIDER. 
T/5 James C. HOLMES. 
Sgt. Stanley E. HoLZHAUSER. 
T/Sgt. Donald F. HooK. 
1st Lt. Franklin S. Howra. 
T/4 Sherman G. HoYT. 

I 
T/Sgt. Irwin A. IVERSON. 

J 
M/Sgt. Robert B. JAM. 
T/4 George A. JANSEN. 
1st Lt. Marshall JARRATT. 
Sgt. Clifford W. JOHNSON. 

K 
Pvt. Warren L. KADEL. 
Sgt. Donald M. KEEGAN. 
Pvt. John L. KEMP. 
Sgt. Charles L. KEouGH. 

L 

Sgt. Lawrence R. LANGLEY. 
1st Lt. Howard E. LILLINGSTON. 
T/4 John 0. Ling. 
T/Sgt. Jack M. LONGFELLOW. 
Pvt. Fuller P. LYON. 
2nd Lt. Guy M. DE LAMBERT. 

M 

S/Sgt. Christopher MAcKEY. 
T /4 William F. MALLETT. 
Sgt. James B. MALONE. 
T/5 Jaundell H. MARTIN. 
Pvt. Terence J. McCANN. 
Pvt. Finn L. McCoY. 
T/5 Dorsey P. McDONALD. 
T/4 Chester E. MILLER. 
S/Sgt. Frank J. MisMAS. 
Sgt. Lloyd R. MocK. 
T/5 Edmund W. MORASCH. 
T/4 Archie T. MURPHY. 

N 

Pvt. Francis W. NEWBURG. 
Pfc. Alvin E. NEWMAN. 
T/5 Henry A. NISONGER. 

0 

S/Sgt. Harry B. O'Dowo. 
Pvt. William F. ORTGIESEN. 

p 

Sgt. Raymond C. PEER. 
T/5 Joseph J. PEZZANA. 
Pfc Harold J. PLEISSNER. 
Pfc Joseph W. PoPPALARDO. 
T/4 Maurice L. PRIDGEN. 

R 
Pfc Vernon L. RENFRO. 
T/4 William M. ROBERTSON. 
Pvt. Harry F. ROUSH. 

s 
Pfc Elwin SCHAU. 
Sgt. Jacob C. SCOTCH. 
Capt. John W. ScoTT. 
T/4 Elmer R. SETZER. 
1st Lt. Robert H. SMITH, Jr. 
T/4 John W. SoNLEY. 
Pfc Francis W. SPARKS. 
T/4 Otto C. STEINHOUR. 
1st Lt. Joseph R. STERLING. 
T / 4 Reginal H. STOBART. 
Pvt. Lawrence G. STONE. 
Sgt. Clarence C. SWART. 

T 
Pvt. George TEREK. 
T/4 Louis L. THOMAS. 
T/5 Christopher F. THOMPSON. 
T /4 George J. TRIPLETT. 

w 
Sgt. Wyatt M. WALKER. 
T/4 Harry C. WALTERS. 
Pvt. Ralph s. WARD. 
T/5 Luther T. WEEKS. 
M/Sgt. Norris WEIR. 
S/Sgt. Ray W. WELKER. 
Pvt. Densill B. WHEELER. 
T/5 Walter E. WILL. 
Major Hal E. WILSON. 
T/Sgt. Odmar R. WoLD. 

y 

S/Sgt. Harold M. YOUNG. 

z 
Pfc Elmer E. ZIMANSKY. 
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UNITS CITED 

759th Ry. Opn. Bn. 
Co. A, 713th Ry. Opn. Bn. 
Co. A, 715th Ry. Opn. Bn. 
Co. A, 719th Ry. Opn. Bn. 
Co. A, 727th Ry. Opn. Bn. 

o. A, 759th Ry. Opn. Bn. 

REPRODUCED is the 1st MRS Certificate of Merit. Inaugurated 
by General Gray to fill a need not covered by other U. S. Army 

citations or decorations, the Certificate is awarded to soldier-railroaders 
whose actions, while not falling within the scope of other citations, have 
shown an excellence and devotion beyond the ordinary requirements of 
duty. .........._ 

7""""" 
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HOME ADDRESSES OF YOUR FRIENDS 
AND MINE OF THE 

759TH RAILWAY OPERATING BATTALION 

ADAMS, Porter J. P.R.R. Route 6, Columbia. City, Ind. 
ADAMS, Michel P. P.R.R. 878 William Penn Hiwe.y, Cresson, Pe.. 
ALSTOTT, Ase. S. C. & I.M. 2140 North Grand Ave., Springfield, ill. 
AMBROSE, Levan W. B. & 0., 1739 Covington St., Baltimore, M.D. 
ANGLIM, Thome.a J. G.B. & Q. 4324 So 19th Stt., Oma., Neb. 
Appleton, John F., P.R.R. 903 Burlington, Ave., Logansport, Ind. 
ARMSTRONG, Charles 0. P. & W. 23 River St., West Brownsville, Pa. 
ADAMS, Robert E. S.P. 1844 7th St., Oa.kland, Calif. 
Anderberg, Don C. O.S.L. Heber City, Ute.h. 
ARNALL, Ase. W. W.P., Keddie, Calif. 
BANKS, Elbert L. & N., Die.block, Ky. 
BARTHOLOMEW, Hugh A. L.I. 9435 116th St., New York, City. 
BAUER, Done.Id A. N.Y.C. 1537 Poole St., Toledo, Ohio. 
BAUM, Merle R. P.R.R. 9420 Manor Ave., Clevele.nd, Ohio. 
BAUR, Julius G. N.K.P. R.D. 2, Bellvue, Ohio. 
BEGLEY, Austin L. A.T. & S.F. 437 4th St., West DeMoines, Iowa.. 
BERKSHIRE, Pe.ul R. N.Y.C. 820 Wolf Ave., Elkhart, Ind. 
BEVERIDGE, Jo.ck D. P.R.R. 1846 Belmont, Bellaire, Ohio. 
BILDER, Robert E. R.R.R. Springcrest R.D. Box 17, Ashland, Pe.. 
BIRD, Robert M. No. Pe.c. Dickinson, N.D. 
BLANKINSHIP, Bob 0. Col. St. 2202 Redondo. Blvd., Redonda Beach 

Calif. 
BOCKHOLD, Berne.rd J. U.P. The Dalles, Ore. 
BONNEHON, Pierre W.P. Hotei Loyalton, Loyalton, Calif.° 
BIRKREM, Melvin W. C.N.W. 1429 Franklin St., Re.cine, Wis. 
BREAULT, Harold C. D.C.G. Butman Star Route Gladwin, Mich. 
BRINK, Samuel H., M.O.P. 2108 Caspian Ave., LongBee.ch Ce.Hf. 
BUCKLEY, Lawrence F. A.T. & S.F. 3055 North Est St., Tuscon, Ariz. 
BURRIS, Mattew L. S.P. PO Box 214, Hillsboro, Ore. 
BUSCHER, Augustine M. P.R.R. Hamlet, Ind. 
BRAINARD, Edward C. B. & 0. Route 7, Burghill, Ohio. 
BUTTS, Howard C. B. & 0. 225 North College St., Martingsburg, WV A. 
BAUGHT, Raymond H., R.I. Route 4, Lewisburg, Ky. 
BEXFIELD, Norman F. C.&O. 2839 Overlook Drive, Huntington W. Ve.. 
BOGUE, Orvel M.P. 6219 Ridge, Wellston, Mo. 
BYRNE, John R. N.Y.C. 407 Ee.st 146th St., Clevele.nd, Ohio. 
BERGENTHAL, Frank A. 305 Burnett, St., Renton, We.sh. 
BRANCH, James C. W.P. Mayor Hotel, Elko, New. 
BROCKETT, Roye.I B. P.R.R. 824 Third Ave., Freedom, Pa. 
CAHILL, James D. C. & W. R.R. 2, Box 159, Trinidad, Colo. 
CARMER, Howard C. G.T. 231 South Ave., Battle Creek Mich. 
CALLAGHAN, John W. C.V. 278 Lake St., St Albans, Vt. 
CARTER, Jo.mes E. C.N.J. 101 Grove St., Bloomfield NJ. 
CECIL, Charles M. I.C. 316 West 5th St., Owensboro, Ky. 
CHAMBERLAIN, Merild D. N.Y.N.H. & H. 17811 Center St., Man-

chester, Conn. 
CHA.l.\IBERS, Earl D. P.R.R. 170 West Madison St., Rochester, Pe. . 
CHAMPAGNE, Henry J. N.Y.C. 34 Joy St., Albany N.Y. 
CHOKEL, John F. C. & N.W. 750 So Water St., Milwaukee, Wisc. 
CHRISTY, Jean P. P .R.R. 2921 Ee.st Wash St., Indie.ne.polis. Ind. 
CLANCY, Joseph G. B. & A. 68 Boyd St., Newton, Me.ss. 



LAFFERTY, Charles E. L. & N. 225 North Walnut St., Cynthiana, Ky. 
LANNING, Willard H. P .R.R. Logan, Ohio. 
LARSON, Ole G. & N.W. Elang, Wis. 
LARSON, Oscar E . C.P. Brownsville Maine. 
LATTIMORE, Charles F . S.O.U. 1129 Luttrel St. Knoxville Tenn. 
LEEDS, Joseph L. U.P. 1409 Elm St. Marysville, Kan. 
LIBRIE, Michael J . P.R.R. 17, Herbert St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
LIGGETT, Lawrence J. R.I. 602 West Walnut St., Harrington, Kan. 
LINDLOFF, Leland A. C.B. & Q. Yardoffice, Omaha, Neb. 
LOCK, Robert H. B. & 0 . 4833 Olcott Ave., East Chicago, Ind. 
LOONEY, Charlea R. I .C. South Yard Office, Memphis Tenn. 
LOWRY, Carroll }'. P .R .R. 438 Battles Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 
LAWRENCE, Harry R. W .P. 684 42nd Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 
L UCKETT, Eugene P.R.R. 6302 49th Ave., Riverdale, Md. 
LUPO, Joseph N . B. & 0 . 201 Clifton Ave., Sta ten Island N.Y. 
LYDEN, Martin P. B. & 0 . 216 Courtland St ., P.ttsburgh, Pa. 
LYNCH, Joseph F. B. & M. Hi, Arlington, St , Reading Mass. 
LYONS, Gerald J. P.R.R. 403 Grove St., Lof.(ansport, Ind. 
Mc CA.BE, Joseph B. P.R.R. 39 West Oxford St., Phil., Pa. 
McCAFFERTY, Keith l\L P .R.R. 1149 Sycamore St ., SteubenVIlle, Oh10. 
McCARTY, John H. M.P. 4120 Forrest Ave., Kansas City Mo. 
McCARTY, HaroJd, M.P. Rl!'D 10, Nort h Kansas City l\Io. 
McCULLOUGH, Edgar L. P .R.R. Reelsv11le. Ind. 
McDONALD, Wilbert V. W.M. Bank Street, Bartin, Md. 
McFARLAND, Joseph R. L.V. 329, Buffalo St., Hamburg N.Y. 
McGINTY, Glifford E. 316 Bowmann St., Mansfield, Ohio. 
McHALE, Paul A. 1101 Third Ave., Hibbing, Minn. 
McKENZIE, James L. L. & N. 625 Arvoy Ave., Louisville Ky. 
McLAUGHLIN, James H. U.P. 259 South 2nd St., Salt Lake City, 

Utah. 
McNERNFiY, William 0. Sou Line 9754 Pacific Ave., Franklin Park ill. 
McTIGHE, Thomas }'. P .R.R. 1742 East St., Ttenton, N.J . 
MADIGAN, John M. P .R.R. Yard Office, Altoona, Pa. 
MALONE, John F. P.R.R. 322 South High St., Lancaster Pa. 
MALONEY, Richard, D.L. & W. Halstead, Pa. 
MA.MULA, Sam 424 Ohio Ave., Midland, Pa. 
MARCH, Frank J . N .K.P. 498 A.dams St., Conneaut, Ohio. 
MARTIN, Paul R. T. & N.O. Yard Office, Huston, Texas. 
MASSEY, Vernace, S.L. & S.F . 4652 So 25th Ave., Tulsa Okla. 
MEANEY, Richard J . N.K.P. RFD 2 Jefferson Road, Ashtabula, Ohio. 
METZGAR, James W. W. & L.E. 365 26th St No W est, Massilon, Ohio. 
MILLER, Jack D. S.P. Box 662, Sanderson, Texas. 
:MILLER, Lowell E . P .R.R. 210 Wash Ave., Crestline, Ohio. 
MILLER, Russel C. & 0. 2212 Oakland Ave., Covington, Ky. 
MINOR, Clarence L. L. & N. 702 So Limestone St., Lexington, Ky. 
MOCK, Richard S. S.F. 2015 Eiast Evans St., Pueblo, Colo. 
MONTGOMERY, Edward F .5 P.R.R. 112 Hinds St., Rochester, Pa. 
MORELLI, Louis Soo Line !)18 North 22 nd St., Melrose Park lll. 
MUIR, James Trona, Calif. 
MURPHY, John J . P.R.R. 1706 North 55th St., 
MORGAN, Robert C. B. & 0. 816 Louisiana Ave., 
:MAHONEY, Lawrence S.P. 1963 West Burnsside, 
MATHERNE,' Colombus F . Box 84, Marrero, La. 

Phil., Pa. 
Cumberland, Md. 

Portland Ore. 

NELSON, Newton S.F . 1721 4t.h Ave. South, Minn. Minn. 
NEVERS George C. G.N. 1205 Cummings Ave., Superior. Wis. 
NEWELL, Verner N. P.R.R. R 1, Cottageville, W. Va. 
NEWLAND, Kenneth L. I.C. 504 Pleasant St., Waterloo Iowa. 
NEWMAN ( William R. P .R.R. 587 Plum Ave., Akron, Ohio. 
NIES, George F . B. & 0. 6839 Marvin Ave., Cin, Ohio. 
NUES111EYER, Kenneth B. S. & R.G.W. 2052 South Rrd St ., 

Utah. 
Maf.(no, 

NOLL, Georges H . 
NORRIS, Loyd R. 

P.R.R. 202 North Church St., Monhton, Pa. 
Sugar Grove, N .C. 

J 
t 

O'CONNEL, Jerry P.R.R. 1223 Glenwood Ave., Youngtown, Ohio. 
O'CONNOR, John P. N.Y.N.H. & H. 204 Clair Ave., Hyde Park, Mass. 
O'DONNEL, William E. P. & L.E. 76, East Boston Ave., Youngstown, 

Ohio. 
O'BRIEN, James J. D. & H. 86, Eagle St., Troy, N .Y. 
ORLANDO, Gene T. 234 East 23rd St., New York, N.Y. 
PEARCE, Lyndon D. PO Box 923, A.go, Ariz. 
PARKER, William K. Erie 727th East Market St., Huntington Ind. 
PINO, Lawrence B. S.P. 259 South 2nd Street, Calt Lake City, Utah. 
PIZZONIA, Anthony V. 16 Pine St., Meridan Conn. 
PLATE, Martin D. P.R.R. 37, Bartlett St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
POOLE, Jacque E. P.R.R. 176 P earce St., Crestline, Ohio. 
PUCKETT, Thomas L. & N. Cynthiana, Ky. 
PU}'A.LL, John S. C. & N.W, 214 15 th Ave. East, Ashland, Wis. 
PORTER, Frank P. B. & A.. North Terrace, Millinocket, Maine. 
PETTIT, John D. U.P. 5720 McKinley Ave., Tacomoh, Wash. 
RATHBURN, George W . P. & L.E . 1121 Vine St., Connellsville, Pa. 
RATHBRUN, Louis K. M.P. 726 So Water St., Wichata, Kan. 
RAWLEY, Foster W. P .R.R. Freedom, Ind. 
REDDING, Glen L. M.P. Dupo, III. 
RENKENBERGER, Robert F. P.R.R. 2200 East Broadway, Logansport, 

Ind. 
RENICK, William C. M.P. 1012 Monroe Ave., Jefferson, City Mo. 
REYNOLDS, Robert R. L. & N. 127 9th St., Etowah, Tenn. 
RICHARDS, Charles T. N.Y.C. 524, So Belmont, Springfield Ohio. 
RICHARDSON, Thomas W. A..C.L. 104, East Anderson St., Savannah, 

Ga. 
ROBERTSON, William J. c. & 0 . 1617 Ardmore Drive, Kingsport, 

Tenn. 
ROTSAERT, Eward P. G.N. 4201 East Raska St., Superior, Wis. 
ROWE, Paul E . B.A. & P . 138 West Freemont, Butte, Mont. 
RUSIECKI, Bolek W . & L.E . Box 18 3, Dillonvalle, Ohio. 
RUSSEL, Eugene P. D. & R.G.W . 1126 17th St., Danver, Colo. 
RUSSEL, Eugene P. D. & R.G.W. 1126 17th St., Denver, Colo. 
RICHESON, Robert B. N.Y.C. 526 West Dale, Oakland City, Ind. 
SPEER, Albert J. Jr. M.P. Park Hill :W1 W.F. St., North Little 

Rock, Ark. 
St LOUIS, Charles L. S.P. 285 Howard St., Fresno, Calif. 
SATTLER, Aloysius P.R.R. 705 Center St. , Bellvue, Ky. 
SA.WYER, Edward Erie 441 Silver St., Marion, Ohio. 
SCHWARTZKOP}', Gordon C. Soo Line 1545 North 24th Place, 

Milwaukee, Wia . 
SHRADER, Pern W. 
l:HGA.RD, Armand C. 

Calif. 

41 North Water St., Lewisburg, Pa. 
S.P . 163 Morning Side Drive, San Anselmo, 

SIMMS Edward F. P.R.R. 531 Jakson St., Rochester, Pa. 
SLIMO, John J . P .R.R. 1233 4th Ave., Conway, Pa. 
SLOAN; J ohn H. I.H.B. Y.M.C.A., Hammond, Ind. 
SLONAKER, Lawrence D. B. & 0 . 500 Grand St., McMechen, W. Va. 
SMITH, Bernard L. R.I. Fairburry, Neb. 
Sl\IITH, John H. P. & L.E. 169 Perry St., Struthers, Ohio. 
Sl\IITH, Robert P. P .R.R. R 1, Milford Center, Ohio. 
SMYERS, Harry A. N.Y .C. 1375 Avon Ave., Youngstown, Ohio. 
STA.CK, Edward G.N. 2805 East 4th St., Superior, Wis. 
STEVENSON, Harold E. P.R.R. 413 West Southern Ave., Latonia, Ky. 
STRICKER, Edward J. R. & 0. 875 McKinley Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 
STROHMEYER, Lincoln G. Erie 11 Circle Ave., Paterson, N.J. 
SULLIVAN, Eugene J. S.P . 727 2uth Ave., San Francisco, Cahf. 
SULLIVAN, Robert G. N.T. 4906 Alabama Ave., Nashville, Tenu. 
SWARTZ, Robert P.R.R . R 1, Montgomery, Pa. 
SWEITZER, Carl C. PRR 443 South River St., Newcomerstown, Ohio. 
SWOGER, Bernard G. P .R.R. 2704 St Clair Ave., East Liverpool, Ohio. 
SPENCER, Morrie D. 1255 Goullier St., St Paul, Minn. 

~ 
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IT WAS VICTORY DAY IN BELGim1 

It was May 8th, and Victory Day in 
Europe. 

In Namur, Belgium, soldier-railroad-
ers of the 755th R;y Shop Bn. took time 
to join with civilian railroad employees 
for a parade in celebration of the big 
event. 

Assembling in front of the railway 
shops, officers and enlisted men under 
the command of Lt. Col. Miles G. Stev-
ens, with hie aides, Major Garla?Ji w. 
Meredith, executive officer; Capt. Omer 
T. Tormoen, Adjutant; and Capt. Charles 
M. Bainbridge, suppfy officer, joined 
forces with some two thousand employees 
from the depot u?Jier the leadership of 
11. Paulin Dufour, the shop di.rector, ani 
his staff. 

Prec~ded by a 5-piece Belgian Railway 
band, the line of march took them along 
the famous Sembre river where they stop-
ped at the Belgian War Memorial of 1914-
1918, ani placed a wreath at its base. 
An army chaplain voiced a prayer for the 
dead of this seconi \Vorld War. 

Conti1U1ing on through the pri >cipal 
section or the city, the paraders were 
led by MP' s on motorcycles and 3elgian 
foot patrolmen, to the railway station 
where a huge crowd of civilians was on 
han:i, shouting, singing, and waving 
flags. Progress was s low through this 
sea of humanity. 

As soon as police could clear an area 
men of the 755th and a group fron the 
752nd Operating Bn. formed in front of 
the main entrance of the station. A 
salute to the colors was followed by 
both the u. s. and Belgian national an-
thems. 

Marching back to quarters, - the sol-
diers were surrounded by cheering Bel-
gians all the Wey. There was a feeling 
that t ese people were realfy happy once 
again. 

It was a moving demonstration, and 
one long to be remembered. Newspapers 
next day were profuse in their accounts 
of this demonstration of the fine bond 
of friendship existing between the two 
countries. 

- Cpl David B. Kusel. 

WHEN THEY HEARD THE NEWS 

What were they doing when they first 
heard that VE-Day had arrived? 

In Company "C n of the 713th R;y Oper-
ating Bn., these were a few of the an-
swers 1 

1st Sgt Arthur F. ROlfen, 615 Acoma 
St., Needles, Celif. (AT&SF)1 ''I was a 
conductor on a troop train at the time. 
In trying to speed the victory drive we 
had run completely out of traimen, so I 
took some cooks ani made up a crew. 11 

Sergeant Rowen, with 52 months in the 
.Army - 27 of them overseas - when in-
terrogated about the future, saids "I 
expect either a discharge or the Pacif-
ic - preferabfy a dischargeJ" 

T/4 Robert Mills, Sr., Parleir, Cal., 
lAT& SF)1 "I was running a diesel switch 

Railroad soldiers present ari;is 
while Belgian railway wo:l;kers' band 
pleys two national anthems. 

engine in the yards. As for the future, 
I expect to go home because of my age. 
I'm 47 now. 11 • Jll.lls has been in the army 
32 months, and, like all the rest of the 
713th, hie overseas record shOl'lll 27 
months. 

T/5 Raymond J. Shonkwiler, Bement, 
Ill. (Wabash R;y) 1 "I was calling crews. 
I was calling them so fast that I didn't 
have much time to listen to the news. I 
don't kl'IOl7 exactfy what to expect now. 
,;ouldn 1t be surprised if it was the Pac-
ific, but America would look a darned 
sight better." He has 37 months of army 
service. - _ "1 

Pfc Lavar K. Hoff, Soda Springs, Ida. 
(Union Pacific) 1 11I was working as a 
switchman on a shuttle job pcroes the 
Rhine. river. What do I expect to do 
now? I don't kna;:. Haven't given it 
much thought. Whatever it is, I'll be-
lieve it when I see it. 11 Total army 
service, 34 months. 

"I Was Frying Potatoes" 
Pfc Delbert M. Zuelke, 527 S. Joliet 

St., Joliet, Ill. (EJ&E)1 I first heard 
about it from our mail orderfy about ll 
a.m. I was frying potatoes, ani trying 
to get them done for dinner.• To the 
quPstion of ''What next?•, he answered1 
"I expect to stay in Germany for a few 
months until all the stuff is shipped 
out, o:rrywsy. By that time I hope they 
Hill have enough soldiers in the CBI to 
take care of it ~thout us! They would, 
if all the Armies are represented, n 
He's had 37 months in the army, 

Pvt King O. Nelqon, 3419 Montana Ave. 
Billings, Mont. (Nll)1 11I was working a 
shuttle job across the Rhine, moving 
supplies up toward the front, although 
there didn't seem to be much of a front 
any more. Now I expect - or, rsther, 
hope - to go home. I think that our 
job has been completed. It took 27 
months, starting at Casablanca, to reach 
ths end, and I think that is long enough 
to be overseas. I've been in the army 
37 months.• 

T/5 Francis A. 'lchiavo, 1922 s. 18th 
St,, Philadelphia, Pa. (PRR)1 "l was 
between Ludwigshafen and Wissembourg, 
working as nagman on an extra north. I 
am a cook in headquarters, but because 
we were so short of trainmen, I went out 
on the rord. 11 Asked what he expected 
next, Schiavo replied, 11I gave up think-
ing a long time ago. I TTould just like 
to go home, and-Jget out of the army. 11 

He has been in service for three years, 
T/4 James D. Heffron, 1777 Charlton 

St., St, Paul, ~inn., lC&NW)1 1'1-wae 
working on some papers for one of the 
fellows wtc had recently married a French 
girl in Marseille. I 1ve been in the 
army 35 months, 27 overseas, and I ex-
pect to keep right on with my job until 
I can get back to the States, then I 1ll 
try to get out of the army. I am not 
enthusiastic about going to CBI". 

Bu~ of all the hectic moments in the 

MAY 31, 1945 

life of a 713th yardmaBter, Sgt Clifford 
;;, Johnson, of Elkhart, Indiana, a form-
er yardman with the Indiana Harbor Belt 
R;y., is still beating his gums about the 
prize. 

"There I was, " he moaned, "busier 
th;ui the proverbial cat. In oeme a 
troop train of 57 care -- nineteen of 
them to go on to a point 15 miles to the 
north. So I cut the 19 out and sent 
them back to tha main outgoing yard to 
be put in the next northbound train. 

''Well, bust my suspenders, if some 
major didn't unload those troops. Then 
they had to march clear back to my yard, 
about two miles. When they got there, 
somebody asked for 19 empty box cars, 
And guess what forl It was to ship 
those same troops to the same original 
town, 15 miles northJ 

"I tell yau, fellows, the onfy thing 
that saved me from cracking up was the 
fpct that it was VE"'.Day•" 

--T/Sgt Loida L, Russell 

A HERO IS BORN SODDENLY 
Stories of heroism in this war are 

legion. Ranking with the best is the 
yarn told about S/Sgt Harold J. Richards 
of the 764th R;y Shop Battalion. 

It happened in December, when one of 
the Paris stations was being bombe4. 
There was a bit; beams fell, and trains 
11ere lTI'llcked, making the area just a 
mass 01 unusable tracks. 

Men 'll'Bre injured. Some were buried 
under falling debris. Among these was 
Sergeant Richards. Digging himself out 
of the wreckage, he disregarded his own 
injuries and went to the aid of a major 
who had suffered a broken leg. Then, 
with his back twisted in pain, he ran up 
the tracks like a hunchback to stop a 
hospital train which was due in with a 
full load of wounied. Waving a lantern 
as he ran, be managed to halt the train 
before it could enter the station. 

Taken finalfy to a first aid station, 
it was discovered that Richards had tl'IO 
broken vertebrae. Though the pain was 
intense, he refused medical attention 
until all of his men were accounted for. 

CHEVAl. BLA.U:: BRIDGE, , • 

(Continued from Page F'i ve ) 
Wisc., and Pfc Bernard w. Johnson, 
Adair, Iovra. If you haven't tried 
tossing and catching red hot rivets in a 
ninety mile gale, you don't know what 
you're missing, according to T/5 William 
L. Beason, Rt. 1, Charleston, Ark., ani 
T/5 Harvey H. Harms, Crossville, Tenn., 
especially when you have a guy like Sgt 
Elmer R. Setzer, Claremont, N.C., on the 
hanuner, yelling for more and hotter 
rivets. 

They had asked for a completed bridge 
across the Durance River by the first of 
March. There were times when it was 
somewhat doubtful if the deadline would 
be met, but these men have beaten dead-
lines before, ani it wasn•t surprising 
to them when a 75-ton road engine tested 
the bridge on the 28th of February, and 
a 150-ton mountain type locanotive pull-
ed a trainload of supplies across on 
March 1st, 

The cornpaey was commanded by Captain 
John L. Bean, Ayer, Mass., lNY NH&H'R) 
arrl 1st Lt. W. G. Pendleton, Mobile, 
Ala., (Frisco R;y). The B&B platoon of-
ficers lf9re 1st Lt. Robert H. Smith, 
Roanoke, Va., and 1st Lt. John B. SmythE 
of Philadelphia, Pa., both from the PRR. 

l\far8e: "Wharo the clifference be-
tween dunclng and mnrcblng?" 

Sarge: ul cfunno." 
Margr. 0 1 thought so." 
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THERE'S ALWAYS ONE 
MORE GAP TO CROSS 

For MRS construction crews, there 's 
always one more river to cross ••••• 

One of the most unique and interest-
ing projects of bridge construction un-
dertaken by railroP.d soldiers in the ETO 
Was at Cheval Blanc, a small tovrn in 
so~thern Fran:ie bordering the Durance 
river, Company "A" of the 713th Ry Op-
~ra~ing Bn was assigned to do the job, 

Between the tmms of Organ am Cheval 
Blanc, the double track mainline of the 
SOOF crossed the Durance River on a 1100 
foot continuous lattice truss bridge, 
This bridge was constructed in 1870, nnd 
-.vith its four intennediate piers, it is 
a tribute to the engineerin~ ability of 
that era. The bridpe has an aprroxi'llate 
weight of 1.2 tons per rumti.ng foot, 
panel lengths of 101 6 11 , and e top of 
rail heir,ht above water of 26', The 
span lengths between piers vary :f'rorn 
2501 to 280•. 

How It \las Demolished 
The bridge had been demolished by 

cutting charges placed on chords and 
probabfy on the lattice olso, on two of 
the sections between piers. The first 
charge cut the span about 1/3 of the 
distance from the southerfy pier and 
the south abutment. The secorrl charge 
was placed in a similar position bet1'1llen 
the t'YIO southerfy piers. This allowed 
the portion of the span between the 
south abutment and the first pier to 
fall into water about 18 1 deep, The 
south end of this span slid forl'!Brd, but 
remaiood on the abutment. The second 
span fell into four feet of water, slid-
ing ten feet longitudinalfy and one :f'oot 

(Continued On Page 5) 

NINE BABIES BORN ON MRS REFUGEE TRAIN 

Bridge over Durance river at CheVP.1 
Blanc, Frame (top photo), after com-
pletion by 713th "A" Co~aey. Lower 
risht is a view of the damaged bridge 
before work was started. Rl•t t he sparks 
flew (1.0wer left) lfhen the 713th rail-
roaders got ou the job. 

- Photos by Lidikay l · Krinke. 

.According to the Encyclopaedia 
Uritannica, raihrays had their 
ori.fin i n the tramways which, at 
1east as early as the 16th r.enturv, 
were used in the mineral districts 
of E?lfland to haul coal from the 
pi ts to the River Tyne. 

As if responsibility for a tr~in-load 
of refugees in Germany wasn 1+ enouGh to 
worry about, two soldier-rro lrooders of 
the 71.Bth recently ran into s or ething 
not on the schedule. They fo~nd them-
selves acting as nursern.a;.d.s to nine wig-
gi; ng, bawling babies, all boFilOn the 
train in their cParge. 

The night of MP.y 3, 1945, will lonE 
be remembered by the two r,Is who became 
foster-fathers aboard the "Nine Stork, 
Maternity Special." They are Sergeanti 
William J. Brarlll, 2701 Green St., 5an 
Fr9.ncisco, Calif., a former municipa.l 
clerk of San Diego county, and Everett w. Hughes, Garrett's Bend, w. Va., ex-
farmer and miner. 

Their training manuals, hastily thumb-
ed through, disclosed no hint as to the 
handling of infants. To further compli-
cate the scene, the harassed trainnen 
were fa9ed with the fact that forty ref~ 
ugees were loaded in each box car -
only available transport. Stymied, they 
:-ept the wires hot to the 718th chief 

dispatcher's officer, where the calls 
were received by T/Sgt Roy upchurch, Al-
bany, lfo., furlourhed CB&Q railroader, 
T/Sct Lemuel H. Prerman, 18709 Fairport, 
JJet!'oit, 1.'ich0 , furloughed Grand Tr-u.nk 
telegrapher, and T/3 Charles i i. Redstone 
of Holeb, Maine, furlo11ghed from t.he 
Canadian Pacific. 

Tn addition to seeing that the niII" 
babies received proper attention, Ser-
geants Brown am.. Hughes also found it 
necessary to arrange for feeding of the 
entire train-load of refugees, whose 
rations had run out en route, And th.ru 
negotiations with the dispatcher's of-
fice, an ambulance was waiting at a des-
ignated station to remove three persons 
Vlbo were taken ill in transit. 

From here on, all five 71Eth ser-
geants consider themselves shock.:proof 
ani ready for erzythingl 

Th~ world's oldest scheduled tnun is the 
Royal Scot, which has left" London on iu 
392-milc trip to Edinburgh at 10 o'clock cv· 
cry morning for the p:ist 96 ycaIS, 
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One of my friends frequently disposes 
of urpleasant personal incidents by com-
menting "now there's a r nt who•e been 
realzy stucllfing the text-book on 'How To 
Lose FrielX1s Arid Alienate People"! It 
brings into bold relief the whole ques-
tion of human relations, and reflects 
altogether too candidly the f act that we 
all still have a lot to learn about get-
ting along Vii th other people. Our edu-
cational program in America has gone far 
towards acquainting us all with the rud-
iments of the three R•e, but it has not 
yet succeeded in guaranteeing that we'll 
get even a "Good Mornir.g " from soreone 
to whom we haven't been formally intro-
duced--and then, frequently, only if we 
are rememberedJ Far be it from aiv- of 
us to reconunend that everyone go about 
greeting all strangers iooiscrilllinately, 
but it might open a line of thinking 
which could lead into a closPr Axamina-
tion of just hO\V much we contribute to 
making others feel at ease, especialzy 
when we 1 re in our own home territory. 

There are a lot of peop~e who need no 
one to ease them into strange surround-
ings--or out of them. They are the 
fortunate ones to whom no one is a 
stranger, and never feel themselves to 
be such. They're always "at home", no 
matter where. But there are others who, 
by breeding or by temperament, are dif-
fident, retiring, sey. These people 
need all the gracious, courteous, friend-
ly consideration w'e can generate, and 

~ TllE LIFE OF A CALL BOY -<i[J, 713/f.aB. 

get settled, down to the last blanket on 
my bunk". '!hat "gey" won for hi.Jn!!elf an 
uroying place in the memory of one of 
his fellow men, arr:i he won it by acting 
just like a hwnan being oui;ht to act. 

For an opportunity "1':0'Jiractice the 
"Golden Rule" there's nothing like liv-
ing in the Arll\Y. 

such consideration, it would seem, is I - C!laplain Henning, 
for us a matter of hwnan obligation-not I 
of choice. 

Being in the Arnry has meant for most 
of us a lot of moving about, sometimes 
within our own Conunand, frequently out-
side of it. And what a difference there 
can be between units! One place will 
remain forever in one's memory as a unit 
of warm, friendly hospitaiity, wher e ev-
eryone went out of his way to make you 
feel welcome, where men introduced t hem-
selves to you, where you felt at home 
instantly--the sort of place to which 
you'd like to return as frequent ly as 
possible. There are man,y such places, 
and their existence enri ches P. rnry exper-
ience iJnmeasurabzy. 

There are other places , too. Places 
in which one feels i nstantly to be an 
intruder. Cold, impersonal places, 
where everyone goes on about his own 
business, lihere one ei t her stands about 
with his 11bare face hanging out", . or 
beats his way through the wall of icy 
indifference. One also remembers those 
places. 

Talk with any individual, or group, 
about Arnry experiences in hwnan rela-
tions, and instantly there will be ac-
counts of "the first time I walked ~.nto 
that ou_tfit a gUY walked up to me, in-
troduced himself, and later helped m~ 

OUTSTANDIHJ LEADERSHIP REWAlIDED 
For outstanding leadership during en-

emy bombardment, the Bronze Star Medal 
has been awarded to ''Big John" Harmnond, 
1st Sergeant of Compaey "B", 74let Ry 
,Operating Battalion. 

V-1 bombs were falling in the Liege 
yard, s t arting fires in cars housing ar-
my personnel. The top kick organized 
bucket brigades, aroused all men who 
were sleeping, and uncoupled cars near 
the flames. His efforts undoubtedzy 
saved lives and railroad equipment from 
destruction. 

"Big John" is Regular Army, and has 
p as sed t he 30-year mark in service dat-
ing back to World War I. That relieves 
him from sweating out a discharge on 
points. V1hen he is retired from service 
he 1 ll be Florida-boum to catch up on 
some fishing, he says. 

PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN 
Promotion to captain came recently to 

lst Lt. Albert C. Berg, assistant adjut-
ant in charge of personnel at GHQ, MRS. 
Captain Berg's home is at Breckenridge, 
Minn. He worked for the Great Northern 
at St. Paul. 

~ 
Asking for its share of credit for 

work in rehabilitating the rail yard at 
Buderich, Germaey, (1/esel bridge story 
in May loth issue), Company "An of the 
735th Ry. Operating Bn. points out that 
Buderich Yard was done solely by men of 
that unit. ntey also furnished super-
visory assistance on track-laying work 
done by the Engineers between Buderich 
arr:i Mengelin West. 

At Buderich, the men labored 12 hours 
a day at first, clearing and repairing 
the side tracks, and placing switches 
and crossovers so that eight tracks were 
available. They installed water facili-
ties, ircluding two storage tanks mount-
ed on a trestle, and constructed two 
small bridges at each end of the yard. 

And there was plenty of danger invol-
ved. T/5 George Keller struck a mine 
while unloading a bulldo7.er, and the ex-
plosion blew the track off his machine. 
A further search for mines followed im-
mediately, and twenty were removed from 
the right-of-way where the company cars 
were standing. 

The cute customer approached the 
floorwalker and asked, ''Do you hnve 
notions on this floor 7" 

The" floorwalker replied, ''Yes, 
madam, but we must supppress them 
during business hours." 
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CHEVAL BLAID BRIDGE.•• 

(Continued from Page One) 
later~ This was the condition of 
the bridge as our forces foum it. 

The raising of the spans held several 
difficulties, making it unique in our 
experience. The deep water in 'Which the 
south section rested made the use of 
coffer dams, cribbing and jacking un-
feasible. The excessive weight of the 
eecond section raised the problem of ad-
equate blocking under the jacks. Sever-
al solutions were offered, involving 
pile piers, cable and blocks, and lift-
ing by llll!ans of overhead cantilevers 
fastened upon the upper chords of the 
spallll. The latter plan was adopted. 
These cantilevers were fabricated by a 
civilian firm in Bordeaux arxi shipped to 
the job site llhere they were erected on 
the upper chords • 

Used Four Jacks and Chains 
It was decided to raise the second 

section first so that it could be used 
as the base for the raising by the 
southern section. The method used in 
raising involved four 100-ton remotezy 
controlled hydraulic jacks, lifting 
chains and holding chains. The canti-
levers projected beyorxi the end of the 
undamaged portion, providing two lifting 
platforms, one over each chord of the 
span to be raised. Two hydraulic jacks 
were placed in each lifting platfom at-
tached to a lifting chain llhich was in 
turn attached to the upper chord of the 
fallen span. Behirr:i the jacks, fasten-
ed to the lifting platfonn ;>nd the upper 
chord of the fallen span, were the hold-
ing ohaim • 

The bridge was raised with the jacks 
arr:i lifting chains approximatezy ten 
inches, pennitting one of the seven-inch 
links in the holdi ng chain to be remov-
ed. The span was then lowered until it 
was supported by the holding chain. Al-
lowing the jacks to depress, the lifting 
chain was also shortened seven inches by 
the removal of one link. The process 
was then repeated. 

...,.ieven Feet in 14 Hours 
By excellent teamwork and exhaust ive 

pumping of the jacks, six teams of fif-
teen men each raised the 550-ton span 
ten feet and eleven inches, measured un-
der the lifting chains, in 14 hours. 
These teams were in charge of "old tim-
ers" with plenty of experience in re-
pairing Jerry demolition, having follow-
ed him doggedzy through Morocco, Al~er­
ia, Tunisia, Italy and France. T/Sgt 
Virgil c. Whittington, 8~ Calhoun St., 
Clovis, N • M., spent over 14 hours a' dtl;y 
on the job as bridge platoon sergeant. 
Team leaders were: S/S~ Wayne A. John-
son, Ladysmith, Wisc; s/sgt Woodrow L. 
Hawkey, Edgewood, lll. (Ill. Central 
Railroad); Sgt George R. Kuntz, Strong 
City, Kans. (Santa Fe System); Sgt Jacob 
c. Scotch, 75 Robinson St., North East, 
Pa. (NIC&StL R,y); and Sgt Lewis D. Adki-
son, 1~15 N. 6th St., Waco, Texas, (StL-
5'1( Ry. ) 

Engineers Dig Channel 
To reduce the water depth as much as 

possible, two projects were undertaken. 
'!'he first of these vras digging a 2500-ft 
channel t .:> divert the flow of the river 
from its southwestern bank to the north-
eastern bank. This channel was graded 
by"the 94th Engineers, attached to let 
MRS. 'Ihe second project 11as the con-
struction of an upstream dam across the 
original channel on the S> uthwestern 
side. The job was handled by T/5 Clif-
ford A. Norell, 818 Buchanan St., Des 
Moines, ·Iowa; Pfc Ernest F. Bryant, An-

At left above, General Gray congratulates Pvt Lee Bumgardner following pres-
entation of Silver Star !.'.edal. At right, Lt. Col. Morse greets Capt. Thomas 
Gary. Other medal winners shown are1 Pfc Kaplan, Pfc Lutsey, Sgt. Walley, Cpl. 
Raimater and S/Sgt. Lowe. - u.s. ArrrtY Signal Corps Photos. 

I 
COii.BAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS REl'fARDED 

A SiJ.ver Star l.:edal a nd eight Bronze 
Star l!edals were recently awarded in per-
sonnel of the 382nd Military Police Bn. 
at formal cereMonies held in the Bois de 
Boulogne at Paris, before large gather-
ings of servicemen aoo civil.tans. 

On !.lay 10th, Bronze Star decorations 
were pinned on Captain 'Ihomas H. Gary 
and Pfc Robert W, Campbell by Lt, Col. 
George B. Morse, unit CO. 

C~ptain Gary received the award for a 
superlative display of "leadership, 
courage, initiative, detemination and 
devotion to duty" in Normandy last June, 
when, as a lst lieutenant, he conur.anded 
Co. 11B11 of the 22nd Infantry in the 4th 
Inf. Division. His home is at 202 w. 

·Maple St., Fayetteville, Ark. 
Pfc Campbell's citation credits him 

with "Superior initiative" in the inves-
tigation of thefts of U. S. Goverrunent 
property as a member of the J82nd. His 
home is at 175 Eighteenth st., Spring-
field, Ore, 

In making these presentations, Col-
onel t'orse also read a citation to the 
battalion from Col. Ernst G. Buhrmaster, 

derson, Mo., and Pfc Kenneth L. Carter, 
Elmer, Mo. (AT&SF Ry). By staying at 
the throttles of their bulldozers from 
davm to dark, through snow and 120-kilo-
meter winds, they closed the dam suc-
cessfully in spite of the B'IJift current. 

Completion of the upstream dam per-
mitted construction of the British unit 
trestling piers under the spans as they 
were being raised. So, "!!hen the spim 
was lifted to its proper position, the 
supporting p ier was in place and the 
work of refabricating the destroyed sec-
tions could ber,in inlllediately. The work 
of refabrication was similar to bridge 
construction experienced at home, but it 
was not without its difficulties. The 
same winds that swirled dust into the 
eyes Of the 11Catsk:l.nners II nicked COn-
st ant stresms of hot cirr:ier on the 
chests of the rivet heaters, T/5 William 
A. Keller, 345 McKittrick st., Berlin, 

(Contirrued On Page 6) 

Provost Marshal of Seine Section, ~T0l5A 
for the 11outstarr:iing job it has done in 
the face of maey difficulties" since as-
sigment to special MP duty in the Paris 
area. 

In ~noth0r cerernon,y on May 17th, Gen-
eral Gray was on hard to make the pre-
.scntation of Silver and Bronze Ster med-
als to seven enlisted men. These decor-
ations were e11rned in four different 
countries for outstanding gallantry and 
leroic service in combat. 

Pvt Lee R. Rmngardner, of l.!edford, 
Ore., was a warded the Silver Star Med-
al for •outstan:iing gAllantryn in Luxem-
bourg on December 24, when, after being 
wounded, he made a one 111an starr:i in a 
tank turret and so disorganized an enemy 
attack that his deed paved the way for 
the liberation of Heiderscheid. At the 
time, he was a member of the 702nd Tank 
Battalion. 

Previously Decorated 
Two of the Bron7~ Star Medal recip-

ients are also holders of the Silver 
Star l!ednl which they earned in Sicizy. 
Pfc Joseph J. Lutsey, of Upper Darby, 
Pa., for risking his life to save a 
wounded scout in Normandy or. June 9 
while with the 26th Infantry, 1st Divis-
ion, and Pfc Robert J. \'lertzber ger, of 
Pleas;;ntville, N. J., for fearlessly 
·~rossing the exposed beach in Normandy 
ln D-Day to carry anununition to a for-
ward mortar position of the 16th Infant-
ry, lst Division. 

Sgt Earnest H. Walley, of Richton, 
Miss., finally received the Bronze Star 
lledal he earned more than two years ago 
at Kasserine Pass, Tunisia, whi le with 
the 26th Infantry. 

Others who received Bronze Star Med-
als were l S/Sgt Milton W. Lowe, of Hous-
ton, Texas, for combat achievements :In 
Italy and France during the Southern 
France Invasion while with the ) 6th Cav-
alry Reconnaissance Troop; T/5 Elbert 
Rainwater, of Cheraw, South Carolina, 
for combat achievement while vii t h the 
756th Tank Battalion during the Southern 
France Campaign, and Pfc Jack Kaplan, of 
l\l!iwburgh, New York, for heroic service 
in Nol'thern France, Tlhile a member of 
the l4lst Infantry, 36th Division. 
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Fron: GHQ ••••• 

Lt. Col. Stephen R. Truesdell paid a 
brief vi9it to GHQ the past week. For-
Merly adjutant of what is now 1st llRS Hq 
w~ile in North Africa, the colonel re-
turned to the States to join the 709th 
Icy" Grand Division, and came back over-
seas again. He later went to the 7loth. 
Now he is on his l'IBY home to Evanston, 
Ill., and the C & NW Railroad where he 
was assistant vice-president before the 
war. 

-O-
M/ Sgt Earl R. Stultz from GHQ Stores, 

an:! M/Sgt Earnest R. James, from 1st MRS 
Stores, are off for home as "over 42 1 s "• 
l!ome, for Sgt Stultz, is 28 :·;. Green-
wood, LansdO\Yne, Pa. He worked for the 
l'ennsy RR at Philadelphia. Sgt James 
is headed for Imogene, Iowa, then bacK 
to work with the Ul' at Omaha. 

-0-
From the 783rd ••••• 

Canada can no 
lon&er claim T/S 
Ben Leibovitz as 
its c1m. On J':>y lS 
before t.he Consul-
ate CJoneral, l!er-
seille, he took the 
oath of citizenship 
to the U.S. He has. 
served in Engl11nd and ~·rame, en:! i i: the 
son of !I.rs. Rose Leibovitz, 27e1 Hrur.p-
shire Road, Clevelanrl HeiGht.s, Ohio. 

-0-
From the 756th ••••• 

The 7S6th 11R:>ilroaders 11 lift ed the 
lid on the ba seball season with a 6-2 
victorJ over the 3rd General llospi tel 1 s 
"Tex:>ns 11 • The losers were helpless be-
fore the celebrated speedball of 1st Sgt 
Elredee E, Hintz, who struck out fivP 
men in t •ro inni ngs. The "Rails" proved 
they'll be miehty hard to stop, as they 
stole bases at will, p1lfering a total 
of elev' n sacks. 

In their second start, the 7S6th beat 
the 4lst Engineers, 7 to 1. 

-0-
From the 7SOth ••••• 

Capt ChRI"les R. Bresler WBS recently 
appointed CO of Compaey "B" :In the 7SOth. 
A railroader for 2S years, he worked for 
the NYC at Cleveland, his home town. His 
anny experience includes six years with 
the l!arylarxl. and Ohio National Guards, 
and ten years in the Officers• Reserve 
Cozps. Just the other day Captain Bres-
ler received ~ord that his son, Charles, 
had been wounded in action while serving 
with the ll7th Combat Engineers in the 
Philippines. 

-0-
During a recent visit to Compeey "A", 

Chaplain Strader WBS eating dinner w1 th 
the men when an excited group of French 
WOlllen entered and cried "Boche, Bechel" 
The women pointed to the door, so Chap-
lain Strader went outside and found a 
German soldier, dressed in civvies, and 
crying ''Manger, mangerJ N ichts eat,five 
d:iys." The German produced his military 
papers, .and the Chaplain took him in the 
mess hall where the men dug into a plate 

THE YANKEE BOOMER 
of food with his hands arxl. devoured it 
hastily. He was then turned over to the 
!.!P's, 

-0-
A dd recent proud papas: T/3 Ernest 

A. Scheetz, dispatcher in the train 
movement section, is the father of a 
daughter, Nancy Jo. T/4 l!arshall N. 
Clanton, Jr., Co. ''C"• is telling the 
world about J.larchall N. III. The Clanton 
home is in New Braunfels, Texas. 

-0-

From the 794th ••••• 
A contest was held by 794th enlisted 

men to decide on a name for their camp· 
at Chalindrey, France. The winner was 
T/S J. E. Devers, Waynesboro, Tenn., who 
suggested 11C811JP Ernie pyle "• The bO'JB 
believe t hey moy be P.mongst the first to 
name a camp in honor of the late column-
ist. The lAyout includes a service 
club, whi ch serves AB dance hall, bar 
ard day room. 

-0-
}'·.>t Jack J. Levine, Allentown, Pa., 

recently spent a couple of days in Paris 
with his sister, Lt. Rose Levir,.,,, AJIX::. 
It was their first meeting in several 
years. Now the two are looking f orward 
t? a rendezvous with their brother, Ser-
&eant Ren Levine, 1'ho is somewhere in 
Germany. If that doesn't materialize, 
i;hen they'll just have to sweat out a 
fa~ily reunion after V-J Day --- at 32nd 
arxl. Hrunilton streets, Allentown. 

-0-
The brotherssan-

atello, twiris, cel-
ebrated their 23rd 
birthday on May lS. 
Sgt A11t,he>ny P., and 
Cpl Nunzio L., of ~ 
iooe s. 4th st., 
Camden, N •• J., are 
both members of the 
unit. They were 
f:ited on their an-
niversary by their 
buddies at the "Hot 
Box Cl Jb", 794th 
service club. 

High point man of Compaey "An is Pfc 
Albert R. Timmer, Jr., Ackley, Iowa, 
who has 104. He was wounded in action 
while serving with the 899th T. D, Bn in 
the Tunisi an campaign, and was aw~rded 
the Purple Heart. He doesn't feel that 
it will take him long to become oriented 
as a civilian. At least he's willing to 
try. - T/S Samuel Kimberg. 

-'!-
From the 7S7th ••••. 

Lt, Louis H. Rubin, 757th dental of-
fic~r, was observ~d passing out cigars 
to dozens of outstretched hands. The 
reasons hie promotion from let Lt. to 
Captain had just arrived. 

-0-
Anne d with sickles, rakes, shovels, 

noes ard aey other available tool, a 
gang of husky GI's tackled a large 
gI'1111sy lot and within a few h01irs had 
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converted it into a swell softball dia-
mond. Credit for this bit of engineer-
ing goes to Cpl Jim D 'Amato, Pfc Rich-
ard Riley, Cpl Richard Gombus and Pfc 
R. Browning. 

A softball league ~s been organized, 
itn teams from all four companies and E 

signal detachment scheduled to play 
three games weekly. Most of the wager-
ing right now is on the Hq. team, but 
the rest are no pushovers. 

-a-
Set Autio Fenti wants to do a little 

foot-racing, but can't find aey compet-
ition. The reasons Autio hailed from 
Finland before gding to the States, and 
t hose Finns are well-known for their 
ability as sprinters. Aeybod;y want t c 
race the sergeant1 

-a-
Personnel or the 7S7th have three 

bronze combat stars to their credit, 
having participated in the Normand~•-. 
Northern France and Genr.any campaigns. 

- Cpl George l!oroz. 
-a-

From Hq, lat MRS. , ••• 
Our 2nd anniversary oversea!' was 

celebrated on May 11th. An excellent 
dinner was held the following day in the 
specially decorated mess hall. Felicit-
ations were sent by General Orey, and 
expressed by Colonel Stoddard. The oc-
casion was rounded off with a USO show 
an:! a dance, with music by the 766th R;y 
Shop Bn1 s orchestra. 

-0-
Happie st man in these parts is Pfc 

John J. McBride, Denver, Colo,, who's 
the owner of 99 points. 11! feel sea 
sick already, " says John. The longest 
face in this territory goes with Pfc Joe 
W. Martin, Birmingham, Ala., low man on 
the totem pole with 32 points. 

-a-
Pfc Douglas Christgau recently spent 

a s•' ·1 .:m-r\:>~· furlough with his sister, 
2nd Lt. Genevieve R., of the Arn\Y' Nurse!! 
Corps. Lieutenant Christgau has been 
overseas si.7. months, and was stationed1 
in England before her current assignment 
in France. Doug proceeded from Stras-. 
bourg to Rouen to join his si11t.er. From 
there they went to Paris - it was th~. 
first time for both - and got re-' 
acquainted all over again while seeing. 
the city. Now the question is1 How ya 
gonna keep •em out in st. Paul, after 
they've seen Paree? (The Christgau home, 
is at 1843 Berkeley Ave., St, Paul, 
Minn. ) • - Pfc John Sheehan. 

-0-
From the 74lst ••••• 

Although VE-Day brought no lull in 
t.he operations of t.he 74lst, the men are 
enjoying a bit of pleasant relaxation 
now in off-duty hours, thanks to the 
opening of a new day room where they can 
drop in for a cold coke or beer, play 
ping-pong, read, or listen to the radio. 

-a-
After being scattered all over east-

ern Belgium, putting in long hours dur-
ing the final offensive, 74let GI 1 s have 
been brought together recently by a ser-
ies of con:pney dances. 

-0-
I n 1919, Pfc Harry Langley, of the 

318th Engineers in the U. S. Anny of Oc-
cupation, was billeted :l n the Hotel 
H ohe-Acht near Coblentz ir, the Rhine-
land. His squad supervised German labor 
on road construction after World War I. 
Last week lst Lt. Harry Langley, in co. 
''B" of the 74lst, revived old memories 
when he stopped off at this same Inn and 
viewed the surroundings he lived in 26 
years ago. Strangely missing, though, 
observed the lieutenant, were the good 
schnaaps and pretty frauleins of 1919. 
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I 
(Continuerl from Page Four) 

In between the i;wo wars, Lt. Langley put 
in 20 years with the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad. He lives at Kansas City, !Jo. 

-0-
From the 755th ••••• 

In a recent soft baJ.1 game betweer 
the Headquarters teams of the 755th and 
752nd, the former won by a 17 to 6 
count. Co, "A" of the 755th also 
ti'oureed Co, "B" of the 752nd, l6 to 2, 
A nearby Air Corps unit has also felt 
the sting of defeat at the harxl.s of 
the 755th teams. 

-0-
A full athletic proe;ram is under way 

during off-duty hours. A horseshoe 
tournament is being organized, and vol-
1ey ball is also drawing considerable 
interest, 

-0-
0fficers of the 755th and 752nd held 

a joint dame on May 18th, In charge 
of arrangements were1 c~pt. Frederick 
Stiff, 755th Special Service officer, 
and Lt. Lindley, who holds the same joh 
in the 752nd, 

Pfc Joe MaJ.donacto, of Encinal, Texas, 
a member of Hq. Co,, v1as the first 755th 
man to take a Belgian bride. He was re-
cently married to pretty Adele Louise 
Marie Billiard. After tyin& the knnt in 
the presence of a Belgian priest, they 
went to the bride's home where a big 
wedding dinner was waiting, Present at 
the dinner were1 Lt, Col. lliles G. 
Stevens, 755th COi Major Ueredith, exec-
utive officer; CWO Lawrence P, Johnson, 
Lt. Harry B. Donaldson, Jr,, Lt, William 
O, Hunt, 1st Sgt, Roy Horton, Sgt. Rob-
ert E. Walkup, and Capt. Frederick 
Stiff, Hq. Compaey commander. Pfc Mal-
donado is a helper in the Maintenance 
Section of Hq. Co, In civilian life he 
was a cow-puncher in Texas. 

-0-
From the 759th ••••• 

Several men of Headquarters Compaey 
vow they'll never forget a certain USA 
caboose, following their latest chenge 
of station. It seems that during the 
night they were treated to a rude awak-
ening when said Crlll'IDIY derailed all four 
wheels and gave them a rugged ride. Re 
ports have it that a new record was set 
for getting out of a sleeping sack and 
hitting the floor, Thanks to the auick 
action of Sgt, H, A. Danielsen, Grand 
Forks, N. D., who was ou the following 
car and flagged the train to a stop with 
his flashlight, there were m casualties, 

-0-
Compaey "C" men again showed their 

mettle when a crew comprised of Sgt John 
P. Terry, T/4 Wilbert V. McDonald, Pfc 
Lawrence E, Hunt, and Pfc Charles C. 
Coates, Jr. - aided by an unidentified 
train guard -~ saved a train of gasol-
ine. LePving a station in Germaey, head 
brakeman Hunt was the first to notice 
that the head Clll' was on fire. He im-
mediately signalled engineer McDonald to 
stop the train, Conductor Terry cut the 
burning car away from the train, and it 
was pulled in the clear, Hunt and Terry 
threw dirt, coal dust, and anything 
available to smother the fire, but found 
it impossible to control, Then they 
started to toss the burning gasoline 
cans off the car -- until the cans began 
to explode, Unable to save the car, 
they signalled the engineer to pull the 
train to a safer distance, protecting 
both mains by flag. Their quick action 
undoubted]y prevented further destruct-
ion, Sergeant Terry, from Logansport, 
1nd., is a former Pennsylvania railroad-

er, T/ 4 UcDon.tl.d, 01 .oar _ .a, MO,, is 
off the Western N.arylend. Pfc Hunt, 
3560 Kroger Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio., 
'•orked for the Penney. And Pfc Coates, 
JOlJ Harbor Ave., Tampa, Fla., was a 
trairrnan for the Seaboard Air Line Ry, 

-0-
The 759th lost a popular officer when 

Capt Howard C. Carmer, 231 qouth Avenue, 
Battle Creek, llich., was transferred to 
the 716tb, Captain Carmer, recently 
promoted from 1st Lt,, was employed by 
the Interstate Coml!'2rce CornMission as a 
locomotive inspector before the war. He 
is succeeded as CO of Hq. Co, by 1st Lt. 
Russell R. Hilsinger, 729 Madison Ave., 
li.eading, Pa, Lieutenant Hilsinger is a 
furloughed Pennsy railroader. 

-0-
C ompa ey "C" trounced Hq. Co, in a 

soft ball game by a score of 7 to 2, The 
old timers among the pencil pushers man-
aged to hold the youngster trairrnen on 
even terms for five innings, but they 
folded up during the last two, Ae one 
of the oldsters put it: "You can't hit 
'em if 1 n you can't see •em.• By cracky 

-0-
The 759th Rathskeller is now open for 

business, Its popularity increases 
dailJ", and there's also a back room 
where the boys play ping pong after 
they've quaffed some suds, ~en up t.hdlll 
swingin 1 doors, Here comes Two Gun Nepi, 
the terror of the plainsJ 

-0-
0Ur soft ball team played host to the 

706th Icy- Grand Division, am managed to 
eke out a 1-0 victory, Both sides -.rent 
score1ess until the last inning, Fol-
lowing the game there was a movie at the 
local "Kine Palast 11 , It wasn't dish 
night, however. 

-0-
From the 764th, •••• 

From October 2, 1944, through April 
Joth thi~_year, the 764th Shop Bn dis-
patched 444]. locomotives from the Paris 
yards, The dailJ" average was 21. 2, and, 
considering the fact that they had a few 
slow months, it 1 s a nice record. Total 
loccmotives through the shops were 1007, 
an average of 4.8 daily, 

-0-
T/5 William o. Varner is even nov. 

mulling over some post-war problems. 
Bill's wife enlisted in the \'1AC, so he 1e 
wondering if the future holds such 
things as reveille and retreat, when 
they both get home again. Now if Bill's 
pet cocker spaniel can just be induced 
not to join the K-9 Corps ••••• (The Var-

MAY 1 19 
ner home is at 429 Indiana St,, Hammon:i, 
Indiana,) 

-0-
0n Friday, I.lay 11, the r64th threw a 

victory party at the ColieetDD in Gay 
Paree, It was listed as a dame, but 
turned out to be closer to mayhem, Our 
thanks to the 17th Base Post Office band 
for supplying plenty of sweet music. Our 
adjutant, Captain Edwin E, Regnell, drew 
plenty of applause with his tenor re!l-
dition of ''If I Had izy Way", To which a 
voice in the back of the hall added: ''If 
I had my way, I'd be back in BrooklynJ" 
Captain Regnell himself hails from New 
York, at 23 Fendale St, Franklin Square, 
As a civilian he was secretary to the 
chief engineer on the Penney, 

-0-
The 764th now has its own news sheet 

--"The Ctumnoniookatit"-- edited by 
T/5 Bill Varner, who really can dish out 
the dope. 

-0-
Sgt Charles H, Fach, the motor pool 

wizard, met up with his brother, George, 
the other day, It was their first get-
toi;ether in four years, They hail from 
'>9 Witherspoon Ave., MiddletO\m, Pa. 

T/4 Rubin Liff. 
-0-

From the JB2nd ••••• 
The Battalion moved out of Paris' ''MP 

FIArn" several weeks ago, and it was a 
general move -- everything went with 
the outfit, lock, stock and barrel •••••• 
The new home is located in the famous 
Bois de Boulogne, one of Paree•s biggest 
arxl. most beautiful parks. 

-0-
The Retreat Formations are attracting 

bigger crowds of promenading civilians 
each day. It was estimated that at 
least 400 persons were present last week 
when General Gray presented the Silver 
and Bronze Star lledals to seven enlisted 
men. 

-0-

0ne of the most-used pieces of prop-
~rty in the BattaJ.ion is the ping-pong 
table in the dayroam, Consistent win-
ners at the game are Sgt Ralph Gustafson -
of Youngstown, Ohio, and T/5 Johnny Tha-
nos, of Suffolk, Va., who are in 11D" and 
"A" Companies, respectively, 

-0-
Residence in Paris--so to speak~has 

been responsible for maey happy reunions 
for members of the BattaJ.ion, who are 
meeting up with former cor-bat buddies 
and relatives every day, Pfc Jim Cnrney 
of 1'D" Compaey and Nashville, Tenn., ran 
into two friems he hadn't seen in more 
than seven years-~olin Dowe, who is 
with an Engineer outfit, and "Shorty" 
Bull, of the JB5th MP 1s. Cpl Bill Daly 
(Co, "A 11 ) is now on the lookout for two 
more of his brothers after recently 
meeting up with a third one, Johney, who 
was in on a three-day pass, All told, 
there are four Daly brothers in the ETO 
now-the other two are: s/Sgt Harold J, 
and Sgt Robert T. Another brother re-
union came about when Sgt Clif and Pfc 
Claude Henley joined forces the other 
day. The Sgt is from "A" Compaey, while 
Claude was on pass from his FA outfit, 
Both hail from Mammoth Springs, Ark. 

-0-
Spring is here-but definitely-and 

how well do T/4 Bennie Pixley and Pvt 
Bill Scherer know itl Both are on the 
verge of taldng THE big step. The Sgt, 
whose hone is in \'linsboro, s. C., is 
sweating out a furlough to England-~ 
Binningham, to be exact-where Dan Cup-
id will be called upon t.o finish some-
thillf, he started 16 months ago, Scherer 
is busy completing arrangements to marry 
an attractive P~risian Belle, 
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~ 71-Year-Old Harry Sweitzer Was Ca ugiht In These "Crampf!d Quarters" 
'\)It(\ I\ ;;4. .. * (< • * .. * * * * * "' * 

Nc'townMan Hurt In Rou1te21 Crash 
Harry Sweitzer, 711, of 443 River of his serious condition. 

ijt., Newcomerstown, was in Four other accidents were inves-
"'poor" condition at Union Hospi- tigated by the Patrol. Walter H. 
tal today with injuries suffered at Ross , 67, of Uhrichsville, was cit-
6:30 p.m. Tuesday when the car ed into County Judge R. B. Mus-
be was driving left Route 21 south grave's court on a charge of un-
of New Philadelphia and ran head- safe operation after he backed his 
on into a large tree. car out of a dnveway in Roanoke 

The State Patrol, which investi- into a parked car owned by Frank 
~ated, said the car continued Buss, 18, of Uhrichsville. Damage 
straight off the highway at a left was minor. 
curve. It was ibadly damaged Harold E. Bobzien, 16, of Uhr-
a.'bout the front end. ichsvHle, reported that his car was 

Sweitzer's injuries were listed as struck at 9:50 p.m. by a hit-skip 
a cerebral concussion, multiple I driver who pulled out of a private 
lacerations of the face, arms and drive into the side of the Bobzien 
legs and fractured ri'bs. The Patrol I car on Route 8 south of Dennison, 
has been una·l}le to get any details I and failed to stop at the scene. 
of the accide:1t from him because A truck · 

berry, 37, of Covington, Ky., struck 
and damaged a fence on Route 21 
north of Stone Creek at 8:55 a.m. 
when a brake valve let ·go after 
the truck had been stopped on the 
highway because of a dead battery, 
The truck drifted back into the 
fence. 

A school bus driven by Virgil B. 
Bliss, 38, of Bowerston, was struck 
by a car driven by Arvell A. Cald-
well, 31, of Sherrodsville at 8:30 
a.m. at County Road 11 and 
Church St. in Sherrodsville when 
the Caldwell car slid across the in-
tersection into the left side of the 
bus. There were no injuries and 

age was minor. 
Harry Sweitzer 
Hurt In Crash 
I Harry Sweitzer, 71, 443 Rive:!' 

I s t., w,15 injured when his car hit 
" pole Tuesday evening, Dec. 8. 

H twUs ta~e-< to Ul'hon Hos-
p tal, Dover, where his condi-
tion was listed as critical. Mr. 
Sweitzer was reported slightly 
improved this week. 

Mr. Sweitzer was enroute to 
Dover. The accident occurre 
near the Jeru~alem Reformed 
church on Route 21, 3.4 miles 
south of New Philadelphia. 

The car left the road and ran 
head-on into a large tree. The 
state highway patrol who inves-
tigated said the car continued 
straight off the highway into the 
tree. 

Mr. Sweitzer sustained a cere-
bral concussion, multiple lacera-
tions of the face, arms and legs 
and fractured ribs. Because of 
his serious condition they were 
unable to learn any details from 
him immediately. 
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Doris Ripley, Carl Sweitzer 
1 Wedqing in Kentucky Church . 
I The marriage of Miss Doris urday, Jan. 19,# at Ashland. Ky. 
, Ripley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. The ceremony was performed 

l Leland Ripley, 236 Main street, in the parsonage of the First . 
f ; and Carl Sweitzer, son of Harry Methodist church, with Rev. Vir, 1 "' 

' Sweitzer, River street, New- gil L. Moore officiating. The bride 
comerstown, was solemnized :~at- wore a street-length dress of I aqua blue with black and white 
n ,.. . · . accessories. Her ~'Orsage was of 
· · - - ----.l.l ' : - ..... _,"'" yellow roses and ht;>r only jewelry 

, was a single strand of pearls, a 
gift of the bridegroom. The couple 
was unattended. / 

'!'he new Mrs~ Sweitzer is a 
graduate of .shoct on h1gh 
school, class of L 44. Mr. Sweitzer 
is a graduate of Newcomerstown 

r at j high school, clas~1 of 1938 and was 
ho- I recently dischar ged from the 
ar- armed forces, aiter nearly four 
t years service, 32 months of which 
~ .Y j were spent in the European Is 
nx I theater. He is an employe of a 
.ed Heller Brothers company. 
1er I The couple will make their 
de I home in the near future on Car-
in lyl~~~ Newcomerst~wn. I J 
i-

'DIE-DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 
Oh i 0 JUL l B 1957 

I 1n iroutng aemoru o1 I 
Cheryl Sue Sweitzer 

Newcomerstown-Cheryl Sue 
Sweitzer, 10-year-old daughter 
of Carl C. and Doris Fisher 
I Sweitzer, !:. State Rd, died at 
9:10 p, m. Wednesday at Chil-
dren's Hospital, Col~us, 
where she had been a patient 
two days. She had been ill 
for six weeks. 

She was born Oc. 7, 1946, at 
Coshocton Hospital. 

Surviving are her parents, 
maternal grandmother and 
step-grandfather, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Congdon, Coshocton; 
paternal grandfather, Harry 
Sweitzer of Newcomerstown. 

She had been a member of 
the Community Class of Tusca-
rawas County for retarded chil-
Q.ren for two years. 

Funeral services will be con-
ducted Saturday at 1 :30 at the 
Bonnell Funeral Home by Rev. 
John Pletcher. Burial will be 
in Westlawn Cemetery. Calling 
hours are 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p. 
m. Frid1ty, 



~xmy ,Of th,e mnit,ed ~hti,ez 

~.o alt urh.o shalt see these vreseutst gr.e.etiug: 
~:tt(l'Ul 11.Ct aa/~¢~?~~aa/6adand ~/~nee en a /«4dYyanc/a&£/~ 
q/. Private Carl c. Sweitzer, 35272594 ,, ..f ~ .;{~4 ~~oen/ hm 
* Corporal (Temporary) H & S Co. 727th Engr Rwy Opn Bn. ~ ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
/b 1tanJi aJ. oac/f' poni a Fourteenth d'ay o/.---A_u_,,gu,__st ________ _ 

tnie. //foaaand' nme. A'ane6e.d' and' Forty-two ~ eJ /kejb1le. ca1lep~ and' d'~,?en/+ 
/o d'eJcA'~r ~ ek{y o,/!-t Corporal (Temporary) 4 ~e~ and' fa~1l(Jnen? a/I' 11nanntt~ <:( 
an?J /.lfep~t'b ~~n?m?· ~d' ..f ~a/~~ c:/fappe. and' PtJ?«we. a~ vf0nco(Jnm,ed.Je0ne.d'@lfleePJ 
and'~~{nt(}. and'~ A'eJ com,niand' /o ~ o~dem/ l'o. A'eJ oPde.1l4 aJ. Corporal (Temportry) 

~ ~ eJ /o ().£JttPve. and' /~ai oucA' OP~o and' 6Uitec/elnu> ~ ~e. /o a;ne.__, a(}. ~ oA'aR 1tecu~ 
/fiom, A'eJ <:7eyie.PefJ1l @/rceP>J and vlOncewn.n~n,tJd @tfie~o OtJ/ ()V~ /fem, a<Je01ldffl? /o /:/fe (Jta-/k. and 
~~dneo/~~- · 

<lh1ett eende1l niy A'and' a/ Camp Shelby. Mississippi 

~ Fourteenth d'a;y o/- August m ~ ~ o/ ()t:W- ~d' ()nf?. /A'o«4and nme 
A'ane&te.d' and' Forty-two 

,Iv/~ / - -~- KF --~ 

Lt., Col., 7~?'.tt ·ERgr1! Rwy. Opn. Bn., Commanding. 
W. D., A. G. 0. Form No. 58 

Mardi 25, 1924 
• lruerl gradl1 comp11.n11, anJ 1e1lmtnt or arm or 8ttDlce; t. 1., 41CG1poral# Compang A. l1l lnfantrg/' "~r1111nt, QuarlumQltt Carpa.H 
t l nierl 11aJ<, 16-22076 



; 

;.ifflilitarp ~raining Ctrtititate 
RESERVE OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS 

~bis i.5 to ttrtif p tbat earl Clifford swei tzer 

has 5ucce55fullp completeb the prescribed course of instruction in the ___ b_a_s_i 0 ______ _ 

course, Infantry Division, Reserve Officers' Training Corps, 
in which he was enrolled from September 14, , 19~, to .Tune ::i , 19_!9_, and 
that he is qualified to perform the duties of a Sergeant in the Organized Reserves. 

Given at Obi a trniver<dty , this tt1r a day of --~J..U.1:: _____ _ 
(Name of institution) 

in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and -T.fi.Wt:y- ~F~o~rt""'y ________ _ 

Remarks: 

W. D.,.A, G. O. For.rnNo. 134 
May 10, 1930 

(Enter all subjects in prescribed course not successfully completed) 

:!_. ,11n~ 
(Signature) T. F . i c: . J.ill 

Colonel, I r. fE. ntrv . 
(Grade) 

11 ••• GOVl:UWl:lf'!' Pant'f'Qt• 0"'10S 
3--88Uli 

Professor of Military Science and Tactics. 







Mrs. Sweitzer 
Fu-neral Today 

L~cal Woman Dies 
On Monday Evening , 

Mrs. Margaret Eliza Sweitzer, 52, 
died Monday evening at 7:30 at her 
home 443 S. River street following an 

. illness of 1>ne and a half years due 
to a complication of diseases. 

·She was born near Newcomers-
town. March 1, 1891, a daughter of 
Charles and Mary Rothenstine. She 
was a meinber of. St. Paul's Luther-

1 an church and a member of the Lad-
1 ies Aid society of both St. Paul'11 
· and St. Jacob's Lutheran churches. 

She is suni.ved by her husband 
Harry and one son, Pvt. Carl Clif-
ford . Sweitzer, stationed at ~P 
Jesse Turner, Van Buren, Arkansas 
and orie brothet, Clarence Rothen-
stine of Columbus. 

Short lleJ"Vi~ al the hQme tfrls aft-
ernoon at 1:30 were followed by 
services ai St. PaUl's Lutheran 
church at 3 o'tlockt conducted by 
Rev. Charles s. Foust and burial was 
made in. 'M!st Lawn Cettletei-y-. 

Mrs. .Margaret 
Sweitzer Dies 

Mrs. ~a.ret i!:uza Swett.zer, 112, 
of "3 South River street, Newcom-
erstown, died Yesterday at 7:30 p. 
m~ at the home following 18 months' 
illness 'IVith a coni.pllcatton of dis-eases. 

She waa born March 1, 1891, near 
NewcomerstoWJJ, daUghter of the 
late Charles and Mary Rodenatine. 
Mrs. Sweitzer was a member of the 
St. Paul's Lutheran church, St. 
Paul's Ladies> Aid Society, at. Ja-
cob's Ladies' Aid and the American , 
Legion Auxlliary. ~ 

I Surviving ve the h11$band, Har· I I ry; a son, Pvt. Carl C. Sweitzer of 
Camp Jesse Turner, Ark., and a 
brother, Olanmce, of Columbus. 

Brief funeral services at the home · 
Thursday at 1 :30 will be followed by 
additional services at 2 p, m., at. the 
church, 'IVith Itev. Charles Foust of-
1lc1atlng. Burial, in charge of the 
Jones and Lydick Funeral Home 
will be made in West Lawn ceme: tery. r 

H. L. Sweitzer 
Dies at Age 77 
llarry L. Sweitzer, 443 Riv-

er st., 77, died Sunday at 12:17 
a.m. at Coshocton Memorial 
hospital, where he had baen 
a patient for one week and ib: 
ten days. ·Born in Guemse 
county. Sept. 11, 1888, he ~ 

~ the son of ThQmas and Susan 
~ Kea.st Sweitzer. He was mar-
\'!'.,. ried Dec. 17, 1917, to Margare 
-.. :(lo'1e.nsUne, yvho died Mar , 

29, 1943. 
_ ~ pnly son, Carl Sweitz-

'j- er, died July 19, 1966: Sur-
.... viving are a daughter-in-law, 

• Mrs. Doris ·Fi.sh.a" Sweitz~r, S Newcomerstown and one SlS-
ter, Mrs. llatti Gadd, New-
comer&town. A granddau!!11ter, 
three· brothers and· two i;1sters 
are ·deceased.. . 
· Mr. Sweitzer, was ·a retired-
employee cil tbs· M'Eijttr Tool 
co. He was ;r World 'V{ar I • 
veteran arui' .a member of 
Thomas · "M.ontgom(!lj' Post, 
431, American Legibn. 

Funeral services, were held 
Tuesday ·from the Addy Fu-. 
neaj .• !Jome, coq,ducted by 
Re~Ndio:nrlyp.p!i,and Rev. ·· u' · · ~'b~....l .. 1 was Wtlfuup, ..... ew .'ff-+ . 
made iri-WMf . a . ' l'emetery . 
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Sports 
TO A GOOD SPORT 

Some folks like skating. 
sw1mm111 g , game£. 

But I'm here to report 
That while all these 

are interest ing- -
Dad, you're my 
favorite sport! 

FISH STORY ·------· -,.,"":;. ____ .. 
:=-::..-:.. ":.-.:.:::: 
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Personals 
Now that you 've read the 

news --the sports, 
Society, and "ads," 

T'm sure you know 
von 're rated 

=.-,,..• .:...-:::...---:1 



Jr atqrr!t N rws nf tqr lay 
SPECIAL EDITION 

VOL.1. OUR.TOWN, U.S.A PRICE •.. 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO A SPECIAL FATHER 

::.i":,..~-:;:~---,..;_....._..._ .... __ .. l"'-·---
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HOME MAN 
MAKES GOOD 

Here's one paper 
you can read 

While it is still intact, 
Before the family 

views it 
Till yot~ can' t tell 
front from back: 

It tells how 
popular you are, 
How loved and 

honored too, 
But you've been told 

so many times 
That S-..=,-;:s::-~:-..:.-...:.-:'~'::-~::.:::~=-== 

===-===~?-:.~-==:=~£-::5:£Ll'l;:':F: 
:.-::..~--.. ....:~===--~::-:..::-'.:..-:-:..'"':':..~-.:\:=:::; t 0 
~~~ _;;-e-__ ~~:;.::s.;:;~.$£ . -

isn't news 
you! 

_______ ... _ .. _ _, ··--------~ .. --... ....,- ..... --· ... --.-..... _1 ...... __ - .;;;_.., ...... _ ---·---·-------- ,---- ~--·-~-----
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BRANCH OFFICES: 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

DETROIT, MICH. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

-JB~~~~~~-­

IflhlL~~~~~~,1.r@@ll . ~~ s,.~ 

SEND REPLY TO 

NEWCOMERSTOWN. OHIO 
March 14 , 1944 

To Whom It May Concern:-

This will confirm that writer has known 
Carl Sweitzer for several years and found him to 
be capable young man and recommend him for any 
position he may aim for and recommend him highly 
for good habits and excellent character . 

Yours very truly, 

HELLER BROTHERS COMPANY 

LSH : tg 

"Gooo Too Ls S1Nce: 1836." 

MAIN OFFICE 
NEWARK. N. J . 

FACTORIES 
NEWARK. N. J. 

NEWCOMERSTOWN. O. 

TELEPHONE 311 



BRANCH OF"FICES: 
CHICAGO, ILL, 

DETROIT, MICH. 
PHILAOELPH IA, PA . 
Ml LWAUKEE, WISC. 

SAN F"RANCISC01 CAL . 

SEND REPLY TO 

NEWARK, N.J.,U.S.A·. 
) NEWCOMERSTOWN, 2, OHIO 

March 14, 1944 

CABLE ADDRESS 
HELLER NEWARK 

CODES 
BENTLEY'S, LIEBER'S 

WESTERN UNION A .B.C. S"n" 5. 6Ti:' EDITION 

FACTORIES 
NEWARK, N • .J. 

NEWCOMERSTOWN, 0. 

TELEPHONE 311 

~o Whom lt May Concerni 

Iih'. Carl Sweitzer was in the employ of this firm from 
August 26/41 to January 8, 1942 a t which time he was inducted 
into the U.S. Army. 

'e tound him to be an ideal employee in eve ry respect. 
He was honest, truthful, fair and thoroughly dependable. 

Through his s trict attention to duties he won the esteem 
and res:p:ict of not only his supervisors but his coworkers as 
well. Re is t .he refore highly recommended fo r any type of work 
he may be able to perform. 

GOL/o 

D.N.F 

SPEEDS 
VICTORY WORK 

Yours very truly, 
HELLER BROT.Hi RS COMPANY 

~/~~ 
Grant O. Loader 
General Superintendent 

<~§ , 
"Gooo Too Ls S1Nce: 1836." 

CIVER 
IDD 

YEARS Dr 
EXrERIENCt 



CHARTER NO. 5262 

OF NEWCOMERSTOWN 

G. B . BRODE, PRESIDENT 
C. B. VOGENITZ, CASHIER 
C. E . ASHELMAN , ASST. CASHIER 
EDITH MORRIS , ASST. CASHIER NEW'CO:MERSTOWN, 0., 

·March 14, 1944 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This is to certify that the writer has known 
Carl Sweitzer since he was a very small boy. He is a 
graduate of our local High School and attended college for 
several years. 

We understand he wishes this letter to enable 
him to transfer to . the air corps and we are very glad to 
recommend him for such a change. 

CEAShelmaTl 
JR 

Yours very truly, 

$: 



··~ .. 

from thr .Armrh 1forrrs of thr Qllnitrh .;§tatrs of .Amrrira 

~~~~It#~ 

pr 

FRANKLYN G PARIS. Lt Col . INF ., 



TROJANS BOW 
TO DENNISON; I 
SCOR~ 37-26 

Newcomers Defense I 
Ragged Under 

Basket 
Fighting stubbornly all the way 

Newcomerstown's Trojans went 
down to a i17-26 defeat~ Denni-
son last night after playing the \ 
Orange Riders to a standstill dur-
ing the first two r :iods. The 
game was played at Newcomers-
town. 

The Trojans jumped into an 
early lead and were out in front 
at the end of the first period by a 
score of 5-3. The Trojans re-
main,ed in the running thruout the 
second quarter and the two teams 
went out at half time deadlocked 
12-12. 

In the final two quarters New-
comerstown's defense was ragged 
in the corners and under the bas-
ket and D:mniscn's superior pass-
ing brot the Orange Riders out in 
front. Dennison led by" 25-19 at 
the end of the third period. 

The Trojans lost the services of 
Atha, their star guard, early in 
the third period via the personal 
route. Wolfe and Galbraith of 
Dennison went out by the same 

·exit. 
Dennison also took the Reserve 

preliminary by the score of 19-13. 
Box scores: 

Newcomerstown 26 FG F TP 
Sweitzer, f .••.•••• 2 1 5 
G~ttge, t . . . . . . . . . 4 0 8 
Jones, c ............ 2 4 8 
Atha, g •••••••••••• 1 0 2 
Roach, g • • • • .. • • • • • 1 1 3 

26 
Dennison 37 FG F TP 
Luoe, t ........•••• 2 O 4 
Wolfe, t . . . .. .. • • • • 8 ~ 8 
Galbraith, c .. .. • .. 5 1 11 
Sella,g •••••••••••• t 1 15 
Galantlne, 1 .. .. .. • 4 1 9 

37 
Referee-Scherrer, COShocton. 

f lhiu.& 
its home ftoolo 
lifter tor 
quintet. 

Atha, lanky TrtljaJS ~ went 
on a scoring spne to drop In eilht 
buckets and a free throw for a 17-
point total. Sweit!er and Goettge 
were not far behind with 13 and 

'.12 points, respectively. Tedlie, 
with eight points, paced the home 
team. 

Newcomerstown led all the way, 
boasting a margin of 17-3 at the 
quarter, 26-10 at the half and 34-

1' 18 at the end of the third period. 
Box scores: 

I West Lafayette FG :r TP 
'! Martin, f • • • • • • • • • • 3 ·o a 
Tedlie, f . • • • • • • • • • 4 0 .s 

;L. Thomas, c •.•••• 1 1 3 
· H&ekenbracht, c , • • 3 O 6 
Reddick, g . • • • • • • • o o o 
F. Thomas, g • • .. • • o 1 1 
Geese,t ........... 1 o 2 

Totals ........... 12 2 26 
Newcomerstown FG F TP 
Goettge, t , . . • .. .. • 5 2 12 
Sweitzer, t , •• , •• , • 6 1 13 
Jones, c • • • • • • • • • • • 3 1 "7 
Roa.ch. g • • • • • • • • • • • o o o 
Atha, g ••••••• , • • • 8 1 17 

Totals •.••••••.•. 22 5 49 
Referee-Hannon, Sugarcreek. 
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REMEMBER BACK IN 1943 

( Contirmed from Page 7) 
select the best and most easily adapted 
lines for rehabilitation and operation. 
But things got to moving too fast. Ad-
vance armored columns were shooting ahead 
with such speed that the GT railroaders 
had to take to the air for their recon-
naissance. 

For some ~rrl MRS umts, which crossed 
France from the Normarxiy beachheads arxi 
then went· up into Belgimn, there was the 
hazard of German buzz 
hombs added to other 
dangers of war. 

Liege,a city prac-
tically unmarked in 
the earlier stages of 
the war, suddenly be-
came a military ob-
jective of the Jerries 
in their "Battle of 
the Bulge". 

It was on Nov.20th 
1944, that the first 
V-1 attack f ell on 
Liege. In a t en-dsy 
period,331 buzz-bombs 
fell and detona ted in 
the vicinity of the 
MRS troops stationed 
there. Then there 
was a lull until De-
cember 15th, when a 
second siege,obvious-
ly timed to coincide 
with a big German. 
counter-attack south 
of the city, began to 
descend. By Christ-
mas the V-1 1 s has 
marked the city of 
Liege with scArs r e-
sembling those of a 
prolonged artille:r:y 
attack. The Luftwaffe 
came over,too, straf-
ing and bombing at 
times in considerable 
strength. But the MRS 
railroaders declined 
to evacua ~· They 
~tayed on to contrql 
rail movements carry-
ing supplies out of 
the danger area, and 
moving war material 
to US combat forces 
fighting the Germabs 
almost at the gates 
of Liege. 

Assistance in the 
rehabilitation of the 
strategic port of 
Antwerp was a high 
spot in MRS operations in Belgium. I On 
November 29th, 1944, a ship slid in 
through the early morning mists and 
scraped against the quay bumper. ·Ropes 
were made fast, huge doors SY1Ung open, 
gangplanks wettt reaching out, and the 
second large11t port in the world was once 
more in operation after four· years of 
idleness. 

Weeks before this ship docked, GI 
railroaders were on the scene. Amidst 
the falling buzz-bombs,which came crash-
ing in by the score, they held meetings 
with port am TIJ officials, and Belgian 
railroaders, then · wettt to work. Maps 
were carefully checked, Then a test 
train wettt over foot of trackage in 
search of possible mines or booby-traps. 

Meanwhile, back along the rail lines 
leading from Antwerp, in the towns and 
villages along the buzz-bomb routes, 
other MRS railroaders began to feel the 

THE YANKEE BOOMER 
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pressure, A backlog of 3,000 empty 
freight cars was wanted. With a target 
set up for movemettt of 18,000 tons of 
freight daily,it was estimated this many 
cars would be necessary to insure a con-
tirmous flow of supplies once operations 
were started. ' 

With all this preparation, it is not 
surprising then, that orf ·the same day 
that the first ship docked at Antwerp 
port, a train of supplies went puffing 
away tow3l'd the front line railheads, 
with a GI at the throttle. 

One of the problems in haulill$( mili-

tary supplies over long distances is to 
make sure that the materials actually 
reach the front-line troops who need 
them. It was this problem which brought 
a Military Police battalion into the MRS 
family in North Africa. With this step, 
the MRS assumed full resp·onsibil.i ty for 
protection of supplies moving by rail. 

The arrangemettt was so successful 
tnat it became a permanent featµre of 
MRS methods in future campaigns. Addi-
tional MP companies were added as expand-
ing operations demanded, and With the 
consolidation of MRS operations in the 
Ero under one head early .. this year, a 
special Security Department was organized 
for supervision of the MP activities, 

Back in North Africa the life of a 
rail MP was plenty rugged. The;y' rode 40 
an4 8 box cars across 1200 miles of rail· 
line from Casablanca to Bizerte, doing 
their own cooking, and chasing natives 
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over the tops of swaying trains in the 
of best Wild West movie tradition. 

But aside from policing the trains, 
N.RS Military Police have made another 
important contribution to army railroad-
ing, They have set up and operated ra-
dio stations which have turned out to be 
life-savers in many instances when other 
forms of communication were not avail-
able. 

, In Italy the MP radio network reached 
out first from Salerno to Naples, and 
when the big push came and Rome was lib-
erated, the radio men opened communica-

tion before telephone 
and telegraph cornm1.m-
ication had been re-
stored. British Hq. 
in Rome found the MP 
radio their oricy" 
means of keeping in 
touch with their for-
ces on the east coast 
of Italy, and special 
connnendation was re-
ceived for this work. 
In the ETO, radio 
networks were rapidly 
expanded, and played 
an important part in 
the successful per-
formance of the rail-
rray mission through-
out the campaign. 

Switch Shanty 
, Long years from 

now, GI railroaders 
will still be recall-
ing stories of their 
experiences. Here's 
one that will bear 
telling maey tir.d!SI 

The n3th was on 
the move again. "H&S" 
Co. had arrived at· 
Sousse, Tunisia, aft-
er a long, hot trip. 
They pitched camp in 
a little olive grove, 
and everybody wearily 
dropped into bed 
rolls as soon as 
night came. 

S/Sgt Ray Welker 
was assigned as serg-
eant of the guard. 
Having faithfully 
fulfilled his duties, 
with all the guards 
in their proper plac-
es, he also turned 
in. 

At about 10:30 J4m• 
a fleet of .Nazi bomb-
ers came over. The 
sirens wailed, and 
several 'batteries of 
big guns in the vi-

cinity began to blast away at the in-
truders. The earth shook with the con-
cussion. But \'1elker slept through it 
all. 

This lasted 20 or 30 mirmtes, then 
the planes were gone. The men y began 
drifting back to their beds, chattering 
in excited tones. 'Iiro or three of them 
wettt by Welker 1s tent,, and he apparently 
awoke just in time to hear one of them 
say something about "air raid". His 
sleepy mind began to click. He grabbed 
his steel helmet, buckled on his pistol 
and, clad only in his undei-wear and army 
shoes, he ran out into the night, firing 
six rapid shots into tre air -~ the 
signal for an air raid that was already 
over I 

Bl"IJathu tJJn. a man 
With .out so rWad 
Who MNr turrwd hia head 
And Mid, 
"Hm, not bad." 

'7~ 71~ 
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GOODBYE AND 30 
All good things must come to an end 

and it is with regret that I dictate 
this little obituary for the last issue 
of the BOOMER, as it waa llfY" great pleas-
ure to write an editorial for its origi-
nal rmmber. 

C.emany and Jll;:>an have eeen whipped 
and the llilitary Railway Service contri-
buted largely to the shellacking of Ger-
maey and would have contributed in Japan 
in due time. However, with the war being 
over, it is essential and right that 11e 
go home and resume our civilian posi-
tions. 

The BOOMER was an effort on the part 
of t 'he Director General and the staff to 
provide you with an outlet for your 
switch-shanty gossip, to record your 
doinge, and to make an appropriate place 
to record your successes. We trust that 
it has eerved its purpose. One-hundred 
and four copies of two volumes of fifty-
two numbere each is not a long life for 
a magazine, but it covere and record.a 
faithfully a great deal of our active 
life in the Army. 

Vie have tried to make this closing 
issue our most interesting one. Mlll\1 of 
us have gone home; more will go between 

.(Continued On Paire 2) 
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GOODBYE AND 30 
(Continued from Page 01'1!) 

the time I dictate thi s and you receive 
it, Vie shall see each other constantly 
at home, ani we must never permit our-
selves to forget the days in North Afri-
ca, Italy and in Europe that we spent 
through 1943, 1944 and 1945. 

This may be the Director General 1 s 
last opportunity to express his great 
appreciation for the superior service 
you have rendered in this war and he does 
this from the bottom of his heart and 
with the greatest of admiration for you 
all. It is fitting that he should close 
this little .editorial with a typical 
newspaperman's salutatiol'l: "GOODBYE AND 
30" . 

IN APPRECIATION 
In publishing this final edition of 

the YANl<EE BOOMER the editors wish to 
take the opportunity to expr~ss their 
sincere appreciation for the efforts of 
all who ha~ contributed to the success 
and growth of the paper during these 
past two years - to the public rela-
tions officers, correspondents Qnd pho-
tographers of I.IRS units in the field; to 
the artists who gave so geRerously of 
their time and talents; ~ ~he members 
of the Map Reproduction Department,with-
out whom the publication of this MRS 
newspaper would have been impossible,arxl 
to all others who contributed in arry way, 

It has been a broadening experience 
to be associated so closely in this 
journalistic tie with a group of rail-
roaders from the four corners of America, 
.who have proven that when it comes to 
railroading, they can do it aeywhere , 
war or no war. Now our job is finished, 
May we add our own 

JO 

~luVJl-, 
lf,h:' /ddA-_ 

Selecting draftees for the branch of ser-
vice which they a.re best fitted was most. 
difficult in the case of the hillbilly who wa.e 
so dumb be could only count to ten. 

"Where did you place him?" 
"\Ve sent him a.round to different camps 

to referee boxing bouts." 

20 YEARS FROM NOW: REMEMBER BACK IN 1943---
Every soldier will have his own specisl memories of this war. For GI railroad-

ers of the Military Railway Service, macy a memory of experiences in North Africa, 
Italy and the ETO will be brought into srarper focus in later years as they thumb 
the pages of a copy of the "Yankee Boomer", uncovered from ar.ionpst the snapshots, 
post cards, Stars & Stripes and othe 
things mailed back home. 

The "Boomer" had its beginning a· 
back in October, 1943, in Algiers, Nort 
Africa. Said General Gray, on the occa 
sion of the paper's birth: 

''With this first issue of the 'Yanke 
Boomer' the Military Railway Service o 

g,~olfEal 
GENERAL PATTON LAUDS MRS UNIT 
~=~~Railroad Battalion Cited For 
i::::=-:::~:-.::..:::·: Work In Sicily C11mpai9n 

North Africa, 'l'C, establishes a 'switc 
shaney'' in which we can tell each othe 
all the gossip ordinarily eenerate 
therein. Na:ilroad men are natural bor 
gossips, and we get a lot of really kee 
enjoyment out of hearing the tales fro: 
the 'switch shanties' and 'sand houses 
of' our various units as the~ are scat 
tered about in this general tneater. 

"News comes with acti~n, an:i :t.ailroa' 
men are active, tor l:l;i'ilroading is a: 
active life, ·Ra:ili'oid men, both .Qierl 
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can and British in this theater, have 
accc~plished much in handling needed 
sup~lJes to the combat troops. Railroad 
man have dore remarkable work in repair-
ing loco~otives, cars,bridges and track, 
Railroad men have made leaky en13ines 
pull freight trains and have gone through 
the b).ack of night 'm thout a headlight 
and have arrived at destination, maybe 
not 1 on time 1 , but always •in time•. 11 

That original issue, incidentalfy, 
came at the end of the Sicily campaign, 
and just as ' the assault on Italy was 

sg'7h1/_~ I ,_ B_o.ori:a fo 
UNIFY MRS COMMAND IN FRANCE 
..:~,;.;...:;.:: .. General Gray Directs 1st And 
···~"{.;.;·.:tr: 2nd MRS From New Headquarters ___ .. _ "''"~ 

~~ ~-" ~-·~ -.--· .. 

getting well under way, Accomplishments 
of MRS railroaders in Sicily brought a 
cit ation t9. them from General Patton, 
who at that ~ime commarrled the Seventh 
US Arrey, 

From Salerno am Naples the MRS moved 
forward,often elJlllloying makeshift equip·· 

(Continued On Page 7) 
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{Continued from Page 2) 
ment such as 2t-ton trucks for motive 
power, an:i scraping together all the 
freight cars they could fin:i. The rail-
roaders were there to support the Fifth 
A:rrJrr, arxl so well did they do their job 
that they were shortly awarded a special 
citation an:i 'Jlaque by Lieut. General 
Mark w. Clark. 

There 118?'9 i;orn-up yards am rail 
lines to rebuild, scores of bridges to 
be replaced, arxl rolling stock which had 
to be kept constantly in shape to move 
supplies forward to the front. But mov-
ing materials forward wasn't the onlJr 
job. There were men to be moved back -

1r011nded men who needed the facilities of 
rear area hospitals w pull them through, 
For them the MRS put into operation spe-
cial ''mercy trains 11 completely equipped 
wit h berths, surgery car, etc. 

Nature Plays Some Tricks 
In their long years of experience, 

railroad-soldiers of the MRS thought they 
had seen tracks blocked by just about 
everything from simple washouts to Jerry 
mines. '.!hen along came a new one -the 
eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. The awakening 
of the old volcano, in March, 1944. made 
news around the world. But it also made 
a lot of work for t he GI's. Ashes an:i 
cinders clogged the railroad tracks, arx! 
MRS outfits had to get out with shovels 
arx! brooms am bulldozers to clear a 
path so the trains could get through. 

One of the highlights of the Italian 
campaign was the running of the first 
train into Rome on July 4th, 1944, just 
one month to the day from the time the 
first Allied troops fought their way in-
to the Eternal City. 

General Gray himself was at the throt-
tle on the last stage of the journey. He 
had as a guest passenger Secret.arr of 

. ~. 
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War Henry L, Stimson, who was then mak-
ing a tour of the Italian front. The 
official "first train" brought in 25 car 
loads of much needed coal for Rome's•· 
fuel-starve~ pUblic utilities plants: 

While all this l!"S going on, l18ft 
things had been happening along the Npr 
marxiy coast of' France; The long- antici-
pated invasion from the UK had .been. 
launched, and railroaders of the 2n:i MRS! 
went ashore right along with the fight 
ing men. '.Ibey were led by Brig. Gen, c. 
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L. Burpee, who had been given a comma 
of his own after first serving ma 
months as a colonel with the MRS in Nort 
Africa and Italy. 

Then came the invasion of France fro 
th!' south, by troops from the Mediterra 
nean area, am the pinch was on. !.l.a?1 
of General Gray's railroaders from Ital· 
were amongst t he first waves to go asho 
along the Riviera, and more foll' 
soon after. Now the headquarters o 
both lst an:i 2n:i MRS were located i 
France, 

Commani Ia Unified 

In February, 1945, orders came throug. 
for unification of all Military Railwa 
Service units in France, under one Gene 
ral Headquarters. General Gray was nam 
ed Director General of the new setup 
Id.th supervision over both lst am 2 
MRS operations. Commarxlers of 1st a 
2rxl Hq. were thereafter known as Gener 
Managers of their respective organiza 
tions, Selected as new GM of lst MRS 
succeeding General Gray, was Colonel A 
E, Stoddard. The colonel had previous 
been statione·d in Iran, where he helpe 
speed vital supplies to the Russians 
rail, ·then he occupied a post in the 
Divisi!on of SHA]!:F, with particular 
tent.ion tp TailwaY, mBitters. 

Aside ;fl"QIQ moVing men am material 
from ports 'to t he 'front, MRS railroader 
piled up numerous addition!1 accompl~sh 
ments as they went along, One of th~s 
was the handling of a major role in th 
repatriation of several thousam Allie' 
and Gel'IDan prisoners of war an:i civili 
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ans. The exchanges were made by train 
through Switzerlarxl and across Southern 
France. 

Scores of bridges, big a.rx! litt l e , 
were built by MRS tro0ps, Army Engineers 
arrl civilian laborers in the race t 6 
keep supplies flowing to t he fast-moving 
!lI'lll:i.es. There were the bridges across 
the Garigliano and the Volturno, back in 
Italy. Then there were the ones across 
the Rhone at Avignon, t he Durance at 
Cheval Blanc, the Seine at Argenteuil, 
and dozens of others scattered through-
out France, 

All of these were important, but the 
one which perhaps will go down as one of 
the most vital was the first bridge 
across the Rhine at Wesel, GennaJ\Y, for 
its completion opened the first rail 
suppfy route into the heart of the Nazi 
$tronghold, 

Across Last Barrier 
'!'lie Wesel bridge was erect.ea in ten 

da1s by Arm:! Engineers. Twenty-five mi-
nutes after the new structure was de-
clared open, at ten minutes past midnight 
on April 9th, 1945, the MRS moved a 
t.rsin-load of rations across t his last 
great m tural barrier. A month later t he 
War with Germany was over, · 

Progress of Allied armies across Ger-
tnarry was so swift in the final weeks of 
the campaign 'that some MRS unit s finally 
resorted; to airplanes to keep up on rail • 
reconnaissance. Normal procedure 'here-
tofore had been to send out scouting 
partie~, by auto, rail, or on foot, to 

(Continued on Page 8 ) 



Meanwhile, from the 
UK, tjle irrva sion of 
Norma~ had taken 
place. Railroad cars 
crossed the charmel on 
I.ST's ll), all ready 
for ser-v:lce. They were 
shoved out of the open 
mouths of the ships 
right onto specially 
built tracks. GI lo-
comotives lJ) likewise 
came ashore in France. 

Buzz bombs gave MRS 
railroaders maJ1Y an 
anxious moment, arourxl 
Liege and Antwerp, in 
Belgium. The one in 
photo No. 2 isn't go-
ing to cause aJ1Y more 
trouble, though. 

The ''big 3" of MRS 
railroading in Frame 
get together (4J --
General Gray, Colonel 
Stoddard, an:i General 
Burpee. 

There was plenty of 
bridge repair to be 
done in the ETO. The 
Germans were experts 
at leaving scenes like 
that in photo No. 5, 
and the combined ef-
forts of MRS railroad-
ers, Army Engineers 
arxl French civilians 
were often ernpl:oyed to 
put ..ip a new Structure. 
That'"' the bridge over 
the Rhine at Wes~l. 
Germarzy-,in photo No.6. 
Surveying ( 8) was an 
important bridge job. 

Safeguarding the 
train-loads of sup-
plies on the Vfay to 
the front 11ere MP 1 s 
especially assigned to 
the MRS (7). 

The last car erect-
ed in the ETO moves 
off ~arseille assembly 
line (9). 

• 
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looking back now, i't seems a long 
time since that first boat ride over-
seas. In photo No. 1, the Santa Elena 
is seen pulling into the harbor at 
Oran, Algeria, with MRS Hq. Compaey on 
board. 

Ouled Rahmoun was an important 
transfer point (2) for war supplies on 
their way to the front lines in 'fun-
isia. Arab laborers were given jobs in 
the yards, supervised by GI 's. 

In North Africa the soldier rail-
roaders got their f irst sight of de-
molished rail lines (3 ), an:i learned 
how to put them back in operation in 
unbelievably short time. 

When it came to making fills (4), 
the bulldozers really proved their 
Horth in the hands of MRS operators. 

... " 
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'l.YPical. of hundreds of GI trainmen 
is the one in photo No. 5, seen riding . 
a string of cars somewhere in North 
Africa. 

Meter gauge locomotives played a 1 
big part in the African campaign. In 
No. B i s an assembly line, an:i No. 6 
shows an engine on its way to the '181"-· 
rcnr gauge line aboard a well car. 

Camouflage was important, ~ith 
enemy planes flying around. Even the 
water crams ( 7 ) were straw-covered, 

Military trains carried a multitude 
of supplies to the front, including 
strings of tanks an:i half-tracks (9) . 

When the Axis was licked in North 
Africa, the railroaders pushed on to 
new fields of conquest (10 ) first in 
Sicily, then in Italy. 

~ 

Italy- was a picture of de-
s t ruction and chaos. Tracks had 
been to'rn to shreds by the Ger-
man .. "big ho~k" (l), Bridges de-
molisqed by the retreating enemy 
(2) had to be _replaced (3) be-
fdre the trains could move on 
It was a 2-'lf!l;)' job - move the 
supplies an:i troops to t he front 
am bring t he wounded back l4 ) 
to the safety an:i care of rear 
area hospitals. Edging forward 
yard by yard as fast as new 
grou,rrl was captured, GI trains 
l5 J were a familiar sight. 

There was ·plenty of toil and 
S'll'eat connected w.!.th getting 
those rail lines back in shape, 
as the s t eel ga ng in photo No. 6 
can t e s tify. And when that chow 
call crone, it didn't take them 
l ong to drop their t ools and make 
f or the lll!lss t ent lB) on the run. 

One of the high spots of the 
Italian campaign was t hat first 
train into Rome ( 7) with coal. On 
t he way was Cassino (9). 

W'hile t he fight still contin-
ued in Italy, a call came for the 
invasion of Sbuthern France l l OJ. 

(l 
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·~ 
I ~ .:r. I 

,~~?~ 



PAGE 6 THE YANKEE BO<Jl.ER 

HEADQUARTERS 
MILITARY RAILWAY SERVICE 

UNITED STATES ARMY 

APRIL 20, 1944 

OFFICE OF GENERAL. MANAGER A. P. O. 400 
15 April 1944 

Lt. General Mark w. Clark 
Camnanding, Fifth Army 
A. P. O. 464, U.S. Army 

My dear General Clark:-

It is with htunble pr.ide that I acknowledge and accept on 
behalf of the Allied Force, Military Railway Servioe, your generous 
recognition of oµr efforts to supply your Army with required rail 
transportation service. 

It is with equal pride that I acknowledge your personal 
letter pf 14 April 1944. I think possibly the one thing that you 
said which pleases us most is your realization of our honest convio-
tion and that I quote from your letter: 

"From Commanding General to enlisted locomotive 
engineer, each displays a genuine desire to oooperate and to 
serve. Plans have been based, not on the easiest solution, 
but on the one that would most fully meet the needs ~f the Army." 

In those two sentences, Genera1, you have caught the spiz:-it, 
and recognized the motive, which permeates our entire organization. I 
aooept this distinotive award to the units of my command and on their 
behalf I express our appreciation for your recognition of our efforts 
to supply _,you.r:.. Army with adequate rai'l transportation. 

In order that the records of your Headquarters may show the 
individual units of the Allied Force, Military Railway Service, please 
be advised t:1at the attached list shows the units of that force which 
contributed to whatever has been done from the l~ndings at Paeatum to .{_,. 
date. Some of these units have been in and out and back again in the 
lines of construction and operation, but they are the ones that you 
have honored and made very happy. 

May I in closing express my personal gratification for your 
recognition of the fine railroad soldiers that I have the pleasure and 
honor to command and to say to you that we shall carry on with you 
whP-rever you may go. 

Most sincerely yours, 

~2a.~~ 
rigadier General, Ui 

Director General 

CITATION EDITION 

~~f~ 
BOOMER 

/ 

voi.. 1, •o. 29 APRIL 20 • 1944. 
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liumeroua indirtduala, oompaniH and even entire 
battaliona of the Military Railway Service have been 
cited for .. ritorious serrtoe, heroiem beyond the nor-
-1 0'111 of duty and a Yarie;ty of other reasons during 
their aonthe of work ovezliieaa. 

One MRS operating battalion, first cited by General 
Gray for ••rYio• in Tunisia, wa• later commended by 
Lt. Gen. George s. Patton, Jr,, commander of the Sev-
enth Ar9/f during the Sicilian 01111paign. In Borth Af-
rioa this outfit waa in the thialc of the Kauerine 
tight and kept auppliea flowing to the front for the 
final Yictorious llWlle~ l'hich pushed the Axie into the 
.. a at Bizerte and Tunis. Moving to Sicily, these 
a.- men undertook a job which at that time was unpar-
alleled in railroad history. Landing an advance re-
connaiesance party as eoon ae a bridgehead had been 
eetabliahed they took over an untamilia.r railroad ay•-
t- ~ a hoetile country, and ahared the dangers of 
bombe and lllinee right along w1 th the ooabat troop•. 

Part• of other M.R.s. unit• have also recei .... d 
epecial co111111endation for the highly nluable jobe they 
did in Af'rioa, Sioily and Italy. 

Ae for i.lldiTI.dual honor•, the Legion of Merit ha• 
been awarded to data to 14 officers and aen in the 
Military Railway Service, the Soldier'• Medal to 26, 
the Purple Heart to 26, the Siber Star to one, tht 
Oak Leat Cluster to one, and f. Britieh award of "Hon· 
orary Officer of Military DiYieion of Moat Excellent 
Order of the British IB!pire" to one. 

In addition to t he award of 1118dala, ~ other in-
diYidual railroad-aoldiera haft been co-nded for 
apeoial contributiona th91 haw mad• t o t he MRS and 
the winning of :tlw war. 

Here General Gray accepta the plaque from the Fifth 
Arm;y• e Deputy Chief of Staff, For reaaons of lllilitary 
security, neither the name nor the photograph of the 
latter, who ie a brigadier general, may be printed. 

TB YAJIKEB BOOKER APRIL 20, 19'4 

MY 
ON 

--- Photo by Krinke, ~ 

APRIL 20, 1944 TBB YAllUE BOOM!:R 

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY 

Office of the Commanding General 
A. P. O. #464, U. S. ArJJ11 

Brig. Ge-n. c. R. Gray, Director General, 
Allied Force Military Railway SerV"ice, 
A. P. o. #400, U. S. A.ray. 

Dear General Gray: 

PAGE 6 

14 April 1944. 

I have regarded with mounting admiration the operations of the Milit ary 
Railway SerV"ice in its support or the Fifth Ar'r1f1· From the early days at 
Paestum, the etrectiveness ·or those operations bas been inextricably linked 
with the success of the Italian campaign. 

In planning, construction, and operation, the Military Railway Service 
has babituall.7 pertol'lled the impos~ible. Despite clever enemy demolition, 
;your engineers have executed near-airacles ot reconstruction. 

The spirit or the Military Railway Service Staff is outstanding and be-
speaks or leadership ot the highest quality. From Commanding General to en-
listed locomotive engineer, each displays a genuine desire to cooperate and to 
serYe. Plans have been based, not on the easiest solution, but on the one 
that would most rul.ly aeet the needs of the Army. With unswerving concentra-
tion on the task ahead, yOllr ofricers and men have labored often under fire in 
planning, constructing and operating the rails to the forward areas, virtually 
to the Army rront lines. Time am a~ain, crucial material and reinforcements 
could not have been brought into acti on except for the outstand.1ng performance 
of the Military Railway Service. 

It is therefore with genuine pleasure that I pay tribute to this out-
standing service by the honorary award or the rifth Army Plaque and Clasp to 
the Allied Force Military Railway Service for exceptionally meritorious service 
in the movement of supplies for the Fifth Army. Although this plaque is nor-
mally given only to organizations under Firth Army control, I believe that it 
is particularly fitting that on your birthday this tribute be presented to 
you, who as Director General, organized, trained and now guide and direct the 
Service which has played such an important role in Fifth Army operations. 

With sincere gratitude and respect for ·your accomplishments. 

tj)~. 
MA..flK w. c !ARK' 

Lieutenant General, USA, 
Commanding .. 
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SEPARATION QUALIFICATION RECORD 
SA VE THIS FORM. IT WILL NOT BE REPLACED IF LOST r 

This record of job assignments ~nd special training received in the Army is furnished to the soldier when he leaves the service-. In its prep•ca.-
tion, information k taken from avai:able Atmy records and supplemented by personal interview. The information about civilian education and 
work' experience is based on the individual's own sta~ements. · The- veteran may present this document to former employers, prospec~ive employers, 
representatives of sLhools or colleges, or use it in any other· way that may prove beneficial to him. • 

1. LAST NAME-FIRST NAME-MIDDLE INITIAL MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 

10. MONTHS 11. GRADE 12. MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY 

SWEITZER CARL C 
2. ARMY SERIAL No. 3. GRADE ' · SOCIAL SECURITY NO. pvt Basic T~ng Inf 521 

35 272 594 T-5 40 T/5 Clerk General 
5. PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS (Slrul, Cit11, Count11, State) 

443 River St. 
Newcorne·rstown, , Tuscarawas Co., 0 ~ . 

6. DATE OF ENTRY INTO 7. DATE OF SEPARATION 8. DATE OF BIRTH 
ACTIVE SERVICE 

29 Nov 45 

9. PLACE OF SEPARATION 

Indiantown Gap, Penna 
SUMMARY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS 

13. TITLE- DESCRIPTION- RELATED CIVILIAN OCCUPATION 

CLERK GEN"RRAI• 055: Served in tbe field of combat in France, 

G~rmany under hazardous conditionso Worked as a clerk making pay 

rolls and mak"ng entries o~ service records• Has also served as 

a railroad yard clerk and orderly room clerk. 

055 

~o~~~e~h~e,r~J9~~-~----------------~T-h-is_fu_r_m_s_upe--r~~de-s~W~D~A-O~O ..... Fo_r_m_l_00_,_15-J~u~ly_,,19-44-,-w~h~ic~h-w~il~ln-o-t~be--u~-d~.-----------------------------



rt>onorable i.liscbarge 
P7~#~~~ 

CARL C SWEITZER 35 272 594 TECHNICIAN FIFTH GRADE 
\ COMPANY C 759TH ENGINEERS BATTALION 

Army nf tt,e Buiteb ;&;tates 

a~~ (p]J~foni a~ 
~~a~r7~~~. 

P7~~~~~aaa~~~ 
~ [}7~[7~ ~ aJ ~· 

~ • SEPARATION CENTER 
~~ a/ I ND I ANTOWN GAP MIL RES PENNA 

29 NOVEMBER 1945 

Received for Record 
DEC - 71945 

VOL b PAGE.:3£1 •. oF THE SOLDIERs .. oiscHARGE RECORD OF 
TUSCARAWAS COUNTY, OHIO. NO FEE 
DELBERT MYER, ~ Recor4lr 

' , 

I . J . AMBROSE 
• Major r A. C. 



IDENTIFICATION CARD-I NLISTED RESERVE CORPS '116C 5-
This is to Cert Tha.t ca rl.. __ ( _ _._ gwe j t ZS.I!.----- -.!t'-G--------

(Name) (Grade) ,.....rm or service) 
Serial No .. M2.2259 4 Home address ~.om.e.rs t own , ___ .Qhi.o.. 

{t-r.aesferred·w} (Clt;v) (State} 
was enlistedin *gradeshownin __ ~ra.n.spor-r;ation C or.J2.~_! __ _ 
Enlisted Reserve Corps of the Army of th! United States, on the 29th day of 
__ NOYJ~.m.Qtt_, one thousand nine hundred and _..F-~t1-F1 ve _ __.for 

'M\ree Yl;tt; or dur of war"n"Ji.lll t transfeR=ecl}*h 25 of d ai¥~?r~W-n-•ldttP1enlisted ewas __ years age.an 
by occupation a _4ill._.S.tBJ.ILP-S.l ~------· He has .Bl.ufL eyes. :µr.cwn 
hair. _RY-..<iQ.:y_ complexion. and is JL. feet •. iL inches in height. 
Dates of immunization: Smallpox 

----------- Other -----
Typhoid ----;~:::;-~ 
-------

Given at Headquarters ~e? C·ltr • I ? -~- R, _:a • -----• this 

zittt--- day of __ Jg oy~J::> er one th· 1usand nine hundred and F_QI'_'\!;L,::.!'~J..v e 
• Croes out words not applloable. /,/I (!} -r- .II Po (.h 

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFIC~~ o ~-c?i" 

----------------------

w. I>., A.. G. o. Fon:n No. 166-0ctober ni; ~ 'T'PI .. , O' f 11 ,."" ~ .. ~-«~ (\, I' . , U1119 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. A record will be kept on this form of all vaccina-
tions given under the direction of medical officers to 
military and civilian personnel. See AR 40-210 for 
further details. 

2. Appropriate entries will be made at the time 
prophylactic vaccinations are made and the entr•es 
will be authenticated by the written initials of the 
medical officer making the inoculation. 

3. In the case of a civilian employee, the character 
of his employment . (clerk, teamster, etc.) and the 
staff corps or department in which he is employed will 
be noted in the space Regiment or Staff Corps. A 
brief notation of the status of other civilians will be 
made in the same space. 

4. All officers, warrant officers, nurses, civilians, 
and others furnished authenticated vaccination reg-
isters will preserve them for reference purposes to 
be exhibited to examining medical officers at home 
and to foreign health and quarantine officers upon 
transfer to overseas duty. See AR 615-250. 

5. The duplicate copy of the immunization register 
will be held for at least 2 years in an alphabetical im-
munization file maintained with the Medical Depart-
ment records of the station at which the record was 
prepared. See AR 40-1005. 

6. Record as vaccina, vaccinoid, or immune reac-
tion. If there is no reaction, or if the reaction fails 
to conform to any of the three recognized types, 
vaccination will be repeated. The ' use of the term 
"unsuccessful vaccination" on official records will not 
be use~ 

, • Form 81 • 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, U.S. A. 

(Revise<! Sept. 23, 1942) 

U. &. GOVEANM!NT PRINTING OFFICE 16--20202- 1 
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REGISTRATION CERTIFIC~TE 
Thls I• to certify that In accordance wlth the 

Belectlve Service Proclamation of the President of the United States 

( 

~ Carl Clifford Sweitzer 
~ ----------------- ------------------- -·------------·--------.a . utkst nn.me) (Middle name) (Ln.at name) 

·~ _____ B_~Y_'?..r __ J?_t..~~-~t ___ N~_1LC_Qm~r_s:t_QWll+ ___ Qhio 
~ (No. and street or R. F. D. No.; city or town, county an<l Sta.ta) i .. _ ,w, re ·_~ ~·-:~--J;~~;~O~~i 4~ 

(P,ocino CW,..dl (J!.Jfir-~Bfato) 
{ Keep ln touch with ;vour Local Board. 

BE ALERT Notify Local Board 1mm~diatcly of change of address. 
CARRY THIS CARD WITH YOU AT ALL Tll\:lES 

D. s. s. Form 2 16-17105 

. . . 9 1-l 1.\ ll 
f (-.. l \ ' 

'tll001' -j\.SS\G~N't cJ!,.RD 
N ~ull1' No· ...... Co...... •· . • .. """' ,nil """" '"' ............. b...... ~· ......... ...., .... 

--iplll•ll\ ao4 b\11l••U ·tb~19o'll uo 
--

1 
'f Co11l11la1l~el• ..... .,.,..... ~ °"'- "' ""' ~--110 s>'o"'1'G '° "'°"_, • ...,.,. ""'"'.~-

"'"" ...... ,nil "° _.. .. p0l1"' i.os£ \'f I 
o\\\ \b• .,oy•Q•· st.~ \'t \ . 

B'1 Qfdef Of 

I~~~.~~ 
RAILWAY 

WATCH CERTIFICATE 
This certifies that watch No. 1/829 J4oke -'-'~--­
movement No. Issued to ~~ / ~ G./,i!!. 
on 19 hos been inspected: is up"Totfi£ stnhl'dt0f 
excellence requ ired by the MILITARY RAILWAY SERVICE 
~nd is performing as per record on back of the certificate .. 

Examined} . ", · -
Repaired by 19 ~ 
~ :Lr..:t::fra'9 
W~r '01Qoliiza1'iil ~ . . 

Holder must keep this card .~nd present it with watch It 
covers to DIVISION .SUPERINTENDENT every 30 days and 
obtain new card.DO NOT IOILOft DEFACE COMMRllON RECORD •.•. 

·wo"••• •••• 100 
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DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT l 
I 

RACE HEIGHT (Approx.) WEIGHT (Approx.) 
COMPLEXION 5-9 165 

x Sallow 
White EYES HAm ------ x Light __x 

Blue Blonde Ruddy 
Negro --- ------~ Red Dari( --- ---
Oriental Hazel Brown _x_ Freckfed 
---- --- Brown Black Light brown ---
Indian Black ~ · Dark brown --- Bald Black ---- --- ---.-,.. ---
Filipino -

Other obvious physical characteristics that will aid in identification-----------

- -----------· ---......... ___ 
~ 



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

National Service Life Insurance 

DATE INSURANCE EFFECTIVE ___ FEB __ FlU_J_iR_Y_l_,_1_94_2 ___ _ 

CERTIFICATE No. N-__ 9_9_8_2_1_8 _____ _ 

This Certifies That _____ CARL __ c_._SWE __ I_.1.L.E_ R ____________ _ 

has applied for insurance in the amount of $, __ 5~00_0_. _____ , payable in case 
of death. 

Subject to the payment of the premiums required, this insurance is granted under 
the authority of The National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940, and subject in all 
respects to the provisions of such Act, of any amendments thereto, and of all 
regulations thereunder, now in force or hereafter adopted, all of which, together 
with the application for this insurance, and the terms and conditions published 
under authority of the Act, shall constitute the contract. 

Countersigned at Washington, D. C. 

~ :;1,/t[y'V 7 <Date) I 
r 

.... :r. Harr Leroy Sv1ei t zer 
443 River St. 
rewc merst own. Ohio 

Administrator of Veterans' Affairs. 



VETER.ANS ADMINISTRATION 
InSurance For:rn 350 

APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE 
UNDER SECTION 602 (a) NATIONAL SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE ACT OF 1940 AND REGUUTIONS OF nm VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

WITHOUT REPORT OF PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 
(For use by persona who enter the active service in the land or naval forces of the United States after October 8, 1940. Application must be made to the Veterans Administration 

while in the active service and within 120 days after entrance into such service. NOTE.-Persons in the active service on October 8, 1940, and persons who there..rtor reen-
list or reenter the active service immediately following discharge from previous enlistments or who thereafter are ditcharged to immediately accept commissions and whose 
services are continuous, must make application on Insurance Form 350a, which requires a complete repcrt of physical examination.) USE INK OR TYPE. 

1. NAME IN FULL: 
(Please print or type) 

2. ROME ADDRESS: Number 

3. I WAS 
BORN AT 

First 

Street or rural route 

City, town, or pest office state 

o. 

Middle Last name 

Oliff'o.rd swe1tao.t 
County, city, town, or post office 

Ue o ioot•eto1ft:l 
State o. 

Day of month Month Year 

1 roh 1920 
6. SERIAL NUMBER 4. DATE OF ENTRY INTO PRESENT TOUR OF I 5. PRESENT ORGANIZATION 

ACTIVE DUTY Rank,.&ra4e, or rating. O~g'!, r!'l!!Cint, station, ship, etc. 
Jan. 19. 1942 ~. UJJM,I, 111 • 

35272594 
7. DATE OF SEPARATION FROM LAST TOUR OF ACTIVE DUTY. (Ifno previous I 8. ARE YOU NOW DISABLED ON ACCOUNT OF INJURY OR DISEASE! D' SO, 

active duty, stste "none.") -. STATE DETA.Il.S 
~ne 1 

9. I HEREBY APPLY FOR INSURANCE ON THE FIVE-YEAR 10. I WILL PAY PREMIUMS AS INDICATED BELOW: 
I LEVEL PREMIUM TERM PLAN IN THE AMOUNT OF J!Y DEDUCTION BY PAYMENTS TO BE MADE DIRECT TO 

~ ·-------------------------------=~-~~----------------- *------:-~:~~~;~-~---- ,~~~:~:~~~-- $_::!~js8-~~~-j;~:::~~I~-~:: __ _ 
~ 11. ARE YOU NOW CARRYING GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURANCEt (ANSWER "YES" or "NO")--~~~--· IF "YES" GIVE AMOUNT OF INSURANCE AND l'OLIC; 

2 NUHBER IF AVAILABLE. AMOUNT, 8------------------------------------ POLICY NO.----------- -----------------------
< (No person me.y carry a combined amount of National Service Life Insurance and U.S. Government Life Insurance in excess of $10,000 at any one time) 

)- 12. FULL NAME OF BENEFICIARY Relationship Amount for 
..J (If married woman, her own first and middle name and each beneficiary 

Poot-office address 

~ husband's last name must be stated) (Number and street, city, town, or post office) 

~ l 8'.rry Leroy SW itzer Fa.th r &.ooo 443 Riv 
~ PRINOIP AL ------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------ ------------------ -----------w.woo 
8 

"t ... 
r-stom1i6-•------------

15. (A) I WILL AUU£0~ Deduction from my pay for month of ------------ -------- -- ----------------- ------------------------------• to cover the monthly prenuum 
of$ _______ §_,~!-..' _____ on the amount of insurance applied for. (Thia authorization mar be effective during periods of active service only.) 

~) I enclose herewith remittance payable to the TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES by { ~r;:'!!y order} in the a.mount of *--------------------------------to oover 
Check 

the first ------------------------------------------ premium of!------- --------------- on the amount of insurance applied for. 
(Write above whether monthly, quarterly, semiannual, or !Ulllual) ZO ~ 19 a 

~~"'1· ;i; ,, •• 
SIGNED AT -------------•Jr..1..-________ : _______________________________ Oil T.HE -------------- -- DAY OF ---------------------------------------------• 19 •••••• 

WITNESSED BY: ------- ---- --------------------------------------
INFORMATION AS TO SERVICE CERTIFIED BY: 

I •• !! ... :~~~.:t.JL ______________________________________________________________________ _ 
(Applicant sign here. Do not print signature) 

NOTE.-Penalties for fraud in securing for self or another the issue or payment of insurance: Sl,000 to $5,000 fine and impriaonment. Insuro.nce "Will be forfeited for 
mutiny, treason, spying or other specified offenses. (Sections 613, 615, a&d 612, National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940.) 

DO NOT USE THIS SPACE 
Effective 
Date_______________________ Age__________ Amt., $____________________ Premium: Mo.$__________ Qr.$__________ S. A.$__________ A.$ _________ _ 
Beneficiary _____________________________________________________________ _______________________________________ _________________________________________________________ _ 

Action taken·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Examiner _________ --------------------------------------------------------------- Review er _______ -----------------------------------------------------------------
Certiftcate issued·------------------------------------------------------------ Policy issued .. ----------------------------------------------------------------

13-1s411- 1 


	DOC
	DOC000
	DOC001
	DOC002
	DOC003
	DOC004
	DOC005
	DOC006
	DOC007
	DOC008
	DOC009
	DOC010
	DOC011
	DOC012
	DOC013
	DOC014
	DOC015
	DOC016
	DOC017
	DOC018
	DOC019
	DOC020
	DOC021
	DOC022
	DOC023
	DOC024
	DOC025
	DOC026
	DOC027
	DOC028
	DOC029
	DOC030
	DOC031
	DOC032
	DOC033
	DOC034
	DOC035
	DOC036
	DOC037
	DOC038
	DOC039
	DOC040
	DOC041
	DOC042
	DOC043
	DOC044
	DOC045
	DOC046
	DOC047
	DOC048
	DOC049
	DOC050
	DOC051
	DOC052
	DOC053
	DOC054
	DOC055
	DOC056
	DOC057
	DOC058
	DOC059
	DOC060
	DOC061
	DOC062
	DOC063
	DOC064
	DOC065
	DOC066
	DOC067
	DOC068
	DOC069
	DOC070
	DOC071
	DOC072
	DOC073
	DOC074
	DOC075
	DOC076
	DOC077
	DOC078
	DOC079
	DOC080
	DOC081
	DOC082
	DOC083
	DOC084
	DOC085
	DOC086
	DOC087
	DOC088
	DOC089
	DOC090

