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The '..\I t>thodist Episcopal Chnrch was organized in Hl30, with Rev. Donahue 
~ p~m. T~~tBoITTdci Tm~~w~Joo~T~~AITT@S~@~c~------------------------~====~---­
l'eter Gaskil, Conrad Miller and Isaiah \Y ilkin. The society worshipeJ in Roof wa I k at I oca I ch u re h 
schoolhouses and homes until 183G, when Conrad Miller deeded to the trust- · "> / 01"/ 
~ t~ l~ u~n~i~ ~~~Mt ~fi~~~~. A~~ ~m~ wu ~-------------------------'-'-·_' _~Jri~~~f-~~l~~-~--­
erected in 183G and used by the snciet.y until after the war. In 1SH6-G7, a 
new :frame structm·e was erected upon the old site. The church was cledicated 
durina the ministry of Rflv. Dickenson R. l\Ioore. A parsonage was also bu-ilt 
at a c~st of $1, 100. A year afLer the dedication of the church, during the 
pastorate of Rt.w. S. A. Thomps~n, v.n extende~ revival occmr~J,. also during 
the pastoral term of Rev. S. H. Clark. The socic>ty at prRsent is m a flourish 
ina condition with Rev. ·w. C. Ernlly as pasfor. During the last winter, the 
80~iety was visited by the most gracious revival that has ever occurred in its 
bistorv. The present church membership is 1:30. 

The JUethoclist Protestant Chnrch of Newcomerstown was organized in 
1842. In Septim1ber of that year, Coshocton Circuit was divided and Tus-
carawas Circni t and N eweomerstown Mission formed. Dr. Jam es Brown and 
David Mulvane were early leading members. 'rhe first chUl'ch was built on 
the east side oi the present Presbyterian Church, and was occupied until the 
present edifice was constructed in 1878, during the pastorate of Hev. ·w. L. 
""ells. It was clec1icateL1 Jnly 3, 187H, by Hev. S. A. FiHher, of Cambridge. 
Tue lmilding is a handsomo brick strncture, 40xfi.t feet in size, and its cost, 
inclnclillg furnishing, was about $4:,500. The present pastor is Hev. L . Bo-
man, the present nwmbership about 100. 

'J'hP l'resby t.e-ri an Church was organiwcl Nove~nber 1~'.187ti, by;i· eomrnittee 
of the Steubenville Presbytery, with the followmg ongmal memlwrs: Adol-
phus W . f:learch and Mrs. Low l\f. Search, .Tonathm~ arnl Hebecca Evan~'. Mrs. 
Emma ~Jvan~, George and Huth Bagnall, Hobert l' . Pattm·son, by cPrt1ficate; 
autl Philip Sheets, l\Ir.s. :Susan 8heets and n~iss Lillie T . Ba~nall on pr~ifossi~n. 
For spveral vears the congn-\gation was irregularly supplied, and, Ill 181\), 
Rev. George \y. Higglo took charge, and remained ten months.. Hev. A: B. ~: k Ray Booth I Newcomerstown News 
Wibon sueceeclt>tl him, was regularly installed pastor, and contmum1 a little iuc P~terson of Newcomerstown treads carefully along the roof line of Christ United 
lon<rer than a year. After a vaeaney of some timo, Hev. David B. U.otlgers, et~odist Church. A .group of volunteers continued their work recently to get a new metal 
in ~osirring ~f 1883, a$wued thA 11a~ur~.relatio~, and.still m~~~ns il ~ -~f~m~p:~:c_e_~~£-ore~_~_n_t_e_r_w_e_a_t_h_e_r_h_tt_s_·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Georrre Ba(rnall and Hobert Y. PattPrson, tho first Hnlmg Elders, were mstalled .l 
:NovP~nber '1;3, 1H7fi. G·eorgo W. Barnett and Philip RheetH were installed in ' T :'l ~ ~ • -. 
tlrn samo official posit ion J <tnuary '.22. 18"1\J, arnl John Bue~{ was e.lected .March 
11 1880. 'rl10 church edifice is a handsome and co111mod10us bnck structure, 
iodatet1 on th e wost end of :South Oanal strPet. It was erected in 1878, at a 
cost. of $H,OOO. Tho memliership of this congregation is now about sixt.y 

.A Baptist society had an existPncn here a few years ago, which w.aH, ho>;· 
AvAr. of brief duration. Sannwl Jlarclis and Caleb Emerson were its marn 
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Christ United Methodist Church 
Christ United Methodist Church of Newcomerstown 

1s the result of a merger of two old and respected 
denominations. The older of the two, the former Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, was organized in 1830. 

The Rev. Donahue was the first pastor of this newly 
organized church, with Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck, 
Peter Gaskill, and Isaiah Wilkin serving on the Board of 
Trustees. Since they had no established place of wor-
ship, they did as early Bible Christians did - met wher-
ever possible; in their case, in homes. barns or school-
houses. 

However, in 1835, Conrad Miller deeded a lot to them 
and one year later the church was completed. This lot 
was on the corner of hurch and River Streets, and the 
church erected thereupon was used until 54, at which 
time it was abandoned and the society worshipped tem-
porarily in Crater's Hall. In 1867, a frame church was 
erected on the same site with Dickerson R. Moore as 
pastor. 

By June 22, 1884, the quarterly report was given and 
revealed a total membership in the Sunday School of 97 
with an average of 48 and 8 teachers in attendance. In 
1945-46 the average attendance was 200. 

In 1916, the building committee of Thomas J Shan-
non, Samuel Rush, John W. Ley, John Hinds, and F.L. 
Euga added to the frame building of 1867 and covered 
the entire surface with brick. The new church was dedi-
cated on March 12, 1916; the minister was H.F. Patter-
son. The Queen Esther Class was organized in the same 
year. 

The lie e Street Methodist, formerly the Methodist 
Protestant urc was orme 1 , an was t e irst 
building erected on Canal Street. It stood about where 
the present post office is located. Records indicated that 
in 1866, the congregation was considering the raising of 
funds to build another church. However, this suggestion 
was shelved temporarily and the building they had was 
equipped with new underpinning, a new roof and new 
seats. 

In 1878. the congregation moved to its new location, 
at the corner of Canal and Colle.Q.e.Streets. This church 
was dedicated in 187§ by Rev. S.A. Fisher, who at a later 
date, became one of its pastors. The cost of the building, 
including the furnishings, was about $4500. In 1955, 
this building was almost demolished by a tornado and 
the congregation was forced to move to other quarters. 
Following a period of some indecision, they contracted 
to purchase the To.!lli!~ north of town, and this 
edifice served as their church h~e merger of 
the two Methodist Churches, in 1966. 

College Street Methodist Church and Trinity Method-
ist Church merged on March 6, Wfi.6, under the name of 
the Methodist Church of Newcomerstown, Ohio. There-
after, when the United Brethren Church merged with the 
Methodist Church Conference, the name was changed 
to Chris.1 United Methodist Church, which is the present 
name of the church-:- ·- -- - --

At the time of the merger of the two Methodist 
Churches, March 6, 1966, the former College Street 
Methodist Church had purchased a 3.62 acre tract of 
land by deed dated December 7, 1965, from Clark Van-
voorhis and his wife, Laura, which tract is the present 
site of Christ United Methodist Church. When the merg-
er of the two churches occurred, Rev. W.A. Hewitt, who 
was the pastor of College Street, and Rev. Edwin F. 
Eshelman. formerly pastor of Trinity Methodist, were 
retained as co-pastors and served the combined congre-
gations until July 1, 1967, when Rev. John P. Benson 
became the new pastor and he served until July 1, 1973, 
when Rev. Ray Snyder was appointed by the Conference 
to serve said church and who is at this time the pastor. 

Following this merger, the two congregations took 
action to start a new building program. The ground-
breaking ceremony at the Oak Street site occurred on 
June 19, 1968 and October 20, 1968, the cornerstone 
was laid. The dedication service was held in May of 
1969. 

The Reverend Ray Snyder is the present pastor of the 
church. It has some 700 members. -Submitted by Rev. 
Ray Snyder, Written by Doris Baker 
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erected in 1836 and nsed by the snciet.y until after the war. In 1SH6-67, a 
new frame structm·e waR erected upon the old site. The church was cle<.licated 
durinO" the ministry of RAv. Dickenson R. l\Ioore. A parsonage was also built 
at a c~st of $1, 100. A yp.ar after the dedication of the church, during the 
pastorate of Rev. S. A. Thomps~n, en extpnde~ revival occmr~cl,_ also during 
the pastoral term of .R<w. S. R. Clark. The soetety at prRsent is rn a :flourish 
in(!" condition with Rev. \V. C. Endly as pastor. During the last winter, the 
sG~iety was visitP.d by the most gracious revival that has ever occurred in its 
bistorv. The present church membership is IBO. 

ThP l\fot.hndist Protestant Chnrch of Newcomerstown was or<Yanized in 
1842. In Septim1bf.'r of that year, Coshocton Ui1:cuit was divided.'"" and Tus-
carawas Uircnit and Newcomerstown Mission formed. Dr. James Brown and 
David Mulvane were early leading m~)mbors. 'fhe first ch11t'ch was built on 
the east side of the present Presbyterian Church, and v..as occupied until the 
present edifice was constructed in 18'78, during thl~ pastorate of Hev. \V. L. 
\\'Plh It was dedicated Jnly 3, 1870, by Rev. S. A. Fisher, of Cambridge. 
Tl.to lrni1<1ing is a harn1somA brick structure, 40xo4 feet in size. and its cost, 
inclnlling furnishing, was about. $.J.,;JOO. The present pastor is Rev. L. Bo-
man, the present membership about 100. 

'l'he l'resbyt.erian Church was·organized November 13, J 87!i, by a co1rn:uittee 
of tho Steubenville Presbytery, with tho following original memh0rs: Adol-
plrn,; W. 8earch and l\Jrs. Low al. Search, ,Jonathan awl Hebecca Evans, Mrs. 
Bmma Brnrn:, George and Ruth Bagnall, Hobert Y. Patterson, by certificate; 
aw1 Phi lip Sheets, J\frn. Hnsan Sheets and Miss Lillie T. Bagnall on profession. 
For spvpral years the congnigation was irn~gnlarly supplied, and, in 187n, 
Hev. Georgt~ \\'. Higgle took charge, and nm.iained ten months. Hev. A. B. 
Wilson Slwcee<.kd him, was regularly installed past.or, and continuetl a little 
longer than a yea1·.. After a Yacancy of some time, Rev. David B. Hodgern, 
in tLe spring of 1.S~la, assumed the pastoral relation, and. still maintains it. 
Georgo Bagnall anLl Hobert Y. Patt.Prson, tho first Huling Faders, were installed 
:N°OVPlllber rn, 18'i'H. George w. Barnett and Philip flheets were installed in 
tho same official position J1inuary '.2:2. 18'7\I, arnl John Buck was elected l\Iarch 
11, 1880. The church edifice is a handsome and commodious brick Rtructure, 
located on the west end of South Canal strPet. It was erected in 1878, at a 
cost of $B,OOO. The membership of this congregation is now abom; sixt.y 

A Baptist society had an existl'nco here a few years ago, which was, how. 
(WPl". of brief duration. Sannu~l :.\lanlis and Uakib EnlPrson wero its main 
support. 

A pnhlie notice, directPd to the electors of Districts 1, 2 and i:l, of O.s:forcl 
Township, and signN1 by Andrew Uref.pr, G. H. Dent, ,James Pilling, \Yilliam 
Chmlner, William H. Craig, L. C. Davis. Thomas Banks, James Brown, James 
Norris, C. T. EmNson. J. "\\'. (Jibbons, R H. Nugen and G. R. Little was 
issned l\Iarcli 18, 18[}(), calling for an elPction to be hel<.1 on the following 2Dth 
of March, to vote for or against tht1 adoption of tlrn AkrLm school law. On 
the day of election forty-two votes were east, all favoring the adoption. The 
first School Boani, eleded April J :2, 18i>fl, consiste<l of R H. Nuge11 and G. 
H. Dent, for three years, George H. Ijittle and L. U. Davis for two years, and 
\Y. H. Craig and Amasa Brown for one year. 'l'he special school district thus 
organizt1Ll, was very large, including all the land of Oxford 'l'ownship north of 
t.hP river and the Nuge11 farm uf GOO acreH south of it. \\'hen the Akron law 
was adopted, two small district schoolhouses stood within the present corp0rate 
limits of Newcomerstown. one on the lot west of the l\fothodist Bpiscopal 
Chmch, the other just south of the old graveya1·c1 near the depot.. In 1851, 
the two-story frame school building, still m nse, was erected and its fom 
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The lsleta Methodist Church played an important role in our lives. In the 1850's, the Wolf, Fletcher 

and other neighborhood families founded the church as the Plains Methodist Protestant Church, later 

the lsleta Methodist Church. At first it was a branch of the Newcomerstown Methodist Protestant 

Church. Evangelistic meetings were held each year. My great grandmother, Catharine Fletcher, was 

one of the charter members, and in the 1890's my grandfather, David Fletcher, served as a trustee. 

Mom was more conscientious than Dad about attending church services. She transferred her 

membership to the lsleta Church from the Methodist Church in Hiramsburg in 1910, at the time she 

married my dad. Through the years she served as Secretary for Good Literature, as Trier of Appeals, 

as an alternate delegate to church conferences, and as a Ladies Aid Society member and officer. 

She was also c?n active member of the Womens' Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). She 

frequently hosted both the WCTU and the Ladies Aid meetings in her home. My sister, Ruth, was 

Sunday School Secretary for many years. 

MEMORIES FROM MY CHILDHOOD 

My earliest childhood memories are of the 1913 flood. At least I think I remember the flood. It was a 

matter of great concern for the family at the time. I would have been only about 18 months old at the 

time. 

When I was six or seven I was given a new nickname; Prince. Prince was the name of one of our 

horses. The barn was still down at Grandpa and Grandma's. I was sent down to feed the horses. 

Prince was always impatient and one day he tossed his head and hit my head with his. He knocked 

out some teeth, so that got me the nickname at school for awhile. When I was a youngster we had 

three horses. Prince was white and Dan was black. They were large work horses, Percherons. 

-10 -



NEWCOMERSTOWN METHODIST CHURCHES 

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 

The Methodists Churches in Newcomerstown helps to make up some of the history of our 

town. The first Methodist Church to be organized was the Methodist Episcopal Church in 

1830. The first Board of Trustees members were some names that are still around today in 

the names of ancestors of the peop1e on the Board. Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck, Peter 

Gaskill, Conrad Miller, and Isaish Wilkin. The first minister was a Reverend Donahue. 

Members of thi s group of worshipers met in schoolhouses and individuals' homes until 1835 

Conrad Miller deeded the lot located on the southwest corner of Church and River Street 

to the Methodist Trustees to build a church. The first church was built in 1835. This 

building burned down and a new church was built in 1866-67 which was also a frame 

structure. In 1916 the need to enlarge the building brought the congregation to the 

conclusion t o build a new bri ck bui l ding. Th i s is the Trinity Methodist Church that we 

all knew until the Christ United Church building was built and two congregations united 

into one church. The Trinity Methodist building was sold to the Church of God. 

COLL~GE STRcET METHODIST ~HURCH 

The second Methodist Church was the College Street Methodist Church, wh ich was 

establi shed in 1832 - 1842. There is a question as to which date is correct . 

The Methodist Protestant Church (College Street Method i st) was formed when the Coshocton 

Circuit was divided. This formed the Tuscarawas Circuit and the Newcomerstown Mission. 

Dr. James Brown and David Mulvane were the leading members of th i s church. 

The fi r st build i n~ was situated on what is now the site of our Post Off i ce Building on 

Cana l Street. The congregation a ~tended this frarne bui lding until 1878. It is said the 



I 

the members of the congregation were upset because a 11 great edifice 11 had been built next 

to the MP church and the members did not like to be in the shadow of this 11 great 

edifice 11 , so they decided to move. The 11 great edifice was the Presbyterian Church). In 

1878 a brick structure had been erected at the corner of College and Canal Streets, which 

is where the members of the College Street Methodist Church attended until March 1955. 

This was the site of the College Street Methodist Church until on March 11, 1955, a 

t ornado hit the church building, lifted the roof off the building and then set the roof 

back down on the building. THere is a car wash on this site now. 

COLLEGE STREET METHODIST CHURCH (TOURAINE BUI LDI NG) 

The building was deemed unsafe and the congregation moved to North College Street after 

purchasing the Touraine Supper Club from Joe Lenzo. With some renovations the building 

was turned into a church buil ding and the members attended church there from 1955 to 1969 

when they united with t he Trinity Methodist congregationto make the Christ United 

Methodist Church . At that time the road went in front of the building, not i n the back 

as it does now. The North College Street site is now the ODOT building. 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The present church building was built from 1966 to 1969 when it opened to the combined 

congregation of both Methodist churches . Over time the church has been renovated and 

also has had three additions. Those additions are the West entrance room and drive up so 

people can get out of their cars and not get wet, or have to walk in snow. The Wes l ey 

Mu si c Auditorium which was built for the choir. After years of not having any designated 

place for the choir to practice but the sanctuary or fellowship hall, the aud i torium was 

built. The choir practices on Thursday evenings and other times when necessary . Thi s 

additi on is al so used for many other things. The t hi rd addition bui l t was the Ri ver of 

Li fe Community Cent er which i s a huge r oom and can accommodate pl aying basketbal l, 

volleybai 1 , or a second ser vice or speci al events . 
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bunid•J" October 6, 1956 

ICh~rch ..Plims First 
· In Newly A,cquin~d 

Dr. W. 8. Roblmon, Npuin-
~t or tbr. C•nJ,an Di:4tnci ot 
\he Mctblld1~t Cb~h. will be tm-
~pOilm lO:lO Surut.iy . mnrni.r111 
whof1 Colll!Jlt> St~l ' MellloctUt 
Clnl~h bokb: · ils f1nl serv~ · in 

1 tlui. ~ly ~uirtid p."Opf'rt,-. on 
., Collete ti. , , 
., ~· Bobi~ m' 5< rvt'd a 
1 n~r ol Pltilonlb!:1 m iiu, North 

t:Mt Ohip Col'llcrellt'e· In !DU he 
._ ~ "()ll'tor of ttle M.iu1 SL 1 'I M:r~hod.i.1,1 Church 11\ Akron, o .. 
: ·in llMll 6\lporlntcndcnt ot thf' , • 
1 S'"bcovlUe DiJtrict; In 18~% b~ , 
. llrJl ni>polllli!d to the IUP<!rilltf!fl-

cf<:Jl<) ;Jf U\(o Methodi1t Chii\lren', f 
Heme In Setea. 0 , and in l&.5a lo! 
h1* ~n( p041tion • 

Services' 
P,r9perty 

Wt SAAd1>y, the pastor •. ~v l 
ffertry Uolyoa.t •dmlnrJlt'red Ho. 
l.r C-onmiunlon at Uie M;uoni~ 
Tt1Q1JJll' M a ltUm1 t h tna x to .,ll j I' mi:inthx ot kf\'int:>. titl<'t: t hP. Col· 
l<tlll! .Sltttl bulldt.n i: wu dccl11red t 
"1l!it for llfOUhip Ou.n<Jc this 
Um~ the ·MuPni<' Ord .. r .tnd lhP I 
Trum y Methodin Chur<·h have I 
offttl'ed their fll clht•tt to p ro\'1de I 

Dr. W. B. llobiason 

1 " m'!t'hn• vI.i<:r toi th" ron1re· 
, .., (ion I 

111<- month~ of Juiy and Au1tUJI ' 
~n-- wctt b t'ld '° Trmit)' l 
lttethcda t chut•·h Th11, "'ii.' A poor 
lod o! d CS<> t:OOJl<!nl l t<m bct,..~ . 
t~ t""o Mt'Uu>di<t (hurd1.t-•. tt..-1 
t wo m.inutir.s UUir .. -d 111 the morn . f 
int_ "'OrWlip h<>w and dur1111 va j 
cat~. period;; Clleh tU<lk 101.iil r ..-. 1 
•pon.aibility ot lht> twn t:unJ:ft'J:A 
tlOIU tilt' n:main.na month, the I 
rnornu1,; aen·ICW wt>t., 1i,,.1d 1nl 
the Maaonic Tempi ... T>us or£an 
i•llClift wilhn,;1,. nprncd their 
cl90f1l and changed plan• tr> ll'"'" · 
the churc.-b. a plan- tt m.-..·t I 

nu: SUNDAY School "'h1d'1 
ti.u l.lf!cn"d t\'1drd uncr th.: ''°'"' i 
rQf March 11 "11! Ix! umk-<l aga m 
th! .. comms Sund11y ill t 9.311 am i 
Tin· P&>t month:- ru.,,., l>H:-n i pent; 
bl'tw~ lht' Paruh Houae" for the 1 
chifdr w under 1: rears of ag"' 
and the.Muonk Tcmplt' for youth ! 
and'adulb The l'ilrbh Hou~ .. ,..a, · 
rimde ll>'&lbble ;m~la~ly afl«r; 
the s!Qnn dtlt 10 lhr fart ttutt the • 
~ngreptlon ... ., at lh<tl tltnt- f!, j 
n~in« a new 11~ for ~ nun l 
Dtfl', 'fbe ,Mil' P*fl'O'"'#<' bf:in,: l 

l·alroo.it <:0mplctrd °'" pai.'\or mo;, .. • 
ri Ul and ~ av111lh.ibl., the 

t
~ -.ary for thu contmu 
~ of Ow· 5\llld4y fkh«>I 

Tt. mut..: whkh wu 'tl«trcf o"· 
er the Tower S.rtltm ()f tht' 

l.t'hun:. h bM boon 1.11«i1 •lnc:e lh0'· 1· 
storm Sl,IA<la)f morning 111 9: 00 11 

I rn. it will ai;:ain ""' l\C'ard 11cro.1-4 
. &be ~"'lhl!' lllihina !M'<'Ple tj) 
, wor-,.hip and «tUdv 1· i . Odobtt !> ¥1111 . l>c ,a i;n:el <la' . 
' m th~ hi$to17 of Uie <''>urrh h : 
I i..co- Ulr n~w c.pportufll!y lnr , I tanrara: mon•ment m th,, d11.ll'<"h i 
It .will •be Loy1llty Sunday • 1 ' v.·~n m..,mbl.lrs and fr•NKh r•· · 
l'.'t:U' t' the opptmun1t1 lo m.-'ke · 
11letle~ •nd rontr'fl>Uuwu 10 ... ·arc~' 
the Kl toal of ~4.000., Lh<' 11 ; 

mol.Ult 11"'--c:!Mf lo P<>Y for tht- """' 1 
build•n& 1&nd land A Ll.rtw i:ath · 
rnn( of J>"ni<>n' i~ 11ntit."•p.;>lu.I 
f >r thu hf't ~n.·ice. 



God Builds No Churches 

God builds no churches. By His plan 
That labor has been left to man. 

No spires miraculously arise 
No little mission from the skies 

Falls on the bleak and barren place 
To be a source of strength and grace. 

The humblest church demands its price 
In human toil and sacrifice. 

Men call the church the House of God, 
Toward which the toil-stained pilgrims trod 

In search of strength and rest and hope, 
As blindly through life's mists they grope. 

And there God dwells, but it is man 
Who builds that House, and draws its plan; 

Pays for mortar and the stone 
That none need seek for God alone. 

The humblest spire in mortal ken 
Where God abides was built by men. 

And if the Church is still to grow, 
Is still the light of hope to throw 

Across the valley of despair, 
Men still must build God's House of Prayer. 

God sends no churches from the skies. 
Out of our hearts they must arise. 

Edgar A. Guest 

1902 - 2002 
First Baptist Chur'h 
N ew,omerstown, Ohio 

100 Jlear Annive:rsarv 
Jlpril 21, 2002 

Photo by Randy Norman 

'J.1 Century of Faithful Service" 



First Church Building 1905-191 5 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will 
be with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Matthew 28:16-20 
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1902-1904 
1904-1906 
1906-1908 
1909-1910 
1910-1912 
1912-1913 
1914-1917 
1917-1919 
1919-1922 
1922-1929 

1930 
1931-1935 
May to November 1935 
1935-1939 

March 10, 1936-September 1939 
November 9, 1939 
December 1944 
1945-1952 
1953-1957 
1957-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1965 
1965-1969 
1970 
1970-1973 
1973-1975 
1975 
1975-1985 
1986 
1986-1993 
1993-1994 
1994-1998 
1998-1999 
1999-

Rev. W. H. Taylor 
Rev. W. j. Thompson 
Rev. C. Malley 
Rev. E. N. Long 
Rev. A. K. McCall 
Rev. Faubian, Clifton, Bridges, Supply 
Rev. R. L. Wilson 
Rev. L. L. Lightner 
Rev. W. B. Godsall 
Rev. Harley C. Fletcher, 
Rev. L. M. Copeland, 
Rev. E. L. Greer, and 
Rev. I. L. Basford 
No Pastor -
Rev. E. C. Thompson 
Rev. L. j. Ramsey 
The church worked with 
New Philadelphia in having one 
pastor serve both churches 
Rev. Rodney C. Gould 
Rev. Paul G. Smithson 
Rev. B. A. Wilson 
Rev. john H. Bradbury 
Rev. Ralph Dovenbarger 
Rev. Douglas Peters 
Rev. George Shurtz, Interim 
Rev. Fred Wakeling 
Rev. Harold Kidwell 
Rev. Walter Wilson, Interim 
Rev. Tom Gamblin 
Rev. Ray Schlader, Retired Interim 
Rev. Edgar Wollams, Retired Interim 
Rev. Donald Glasgow 
Rev. Sturman Moore, Interim 
Rev. Bruce Weaver 
Rev. Zane Wilson, Interim 
Rev. jerry Broschart 
Rev. Don Silverthorne, Retired Interim 
Rev. john Fraser 



The little group was fired with enthusiasm and did their work while inter- On March 17, 1902, a "Declaration of Faith and Rules of Order" was 
est was high. On June 30, 1901, the little society met for worship and read and adopted by the church. Those declarations are very interesting 
immediately after the sermon, they proceeded to organize by electing A. and timely even now. In the book of minutes prepared by] . C. Carr is 
W. Haliday, President; J.C. Carr, Secretary; and Levi Van Sickle, Treasurer. written this Declaration of Faith. In it is included their beliefs "of the 
An executive committee was appointed as follows: J. M. McCollum, Al- Scriptures", "of the True God", "of the Fall of Man", "of the Way of 
pha Vansickle, and M. D. Norris plus the Pastor and secretary. Announce- Salvation", "of justification", "of the Freeness of Salvation", "of Grace in 
ment was made that day that the Sunday School would be organized Regeneration", "of Repentance and Faith", "of the Perseverance of the 
the following Sunday. Saints", "of Baptism and the Lord's Supper", "of the Christian Sabbath", 

"of Civil Government", "of the Righteous and the Wicked", and "of the 
On July 4, 1901, the executive committee met and appointed the Pastor World to come" . Then follows the Rules of Order which sets down rules 
and j. C. Carr to act as a committee to rent a room in which to hold for reception of members, candidates for baptism, the duties of the mem-
services. Meetings were held regularly, and interest and attendance bers and of the officers. 
mounted steadily, so on January 1, 1902, a meeting was called for the 
purpose of organizing the Baptist Church at Newcomerstown. This memo- For the development and spiritual growth of the child in those early days, 
rable meeting was called to order by the Pastor who used Romans 8:32 much credit and honor is due Deacon Haliday, Deacon Carr, Deacon 
for his devotional text and spoke briefly regarding the willingness of God Hosick, Treasurer S. J. Cochran, their families and others. 
to grant us what we ask in Jesus' name. . 
The various organizational committees were appointed. This preliminary 
work continued until February 2, 1902 when the following resolution 
was signed by those present who became charter members of the church: 

The Reverend W. H. Taylor had been laboring faithfully, especially among 

I 
the young people, organizing them into a B.Y.P.U. on September 17, 
1902, with Mrs. Emma Moore Johnson as President. Mr. Taylor closed his 
work in Newcomerstown early in 1904. 

"We the undersigned, members of the Baptist Churches in this vicinity, I 

four elsewhere, now residents of Newcomerstown, feeling our need of On June 8, 1904, the Reverend W. J. Thompson was calied as pastor. 
binding ourselves together for the purpose of better fulfilling the com- Since the time the mission was started, services had been held in several 
mand of our Savior for the upbuilding of His Kingdom, do feel it our duty buildings, but none of them was very satisfactory. During Mr. Thompson's 
to arrange a Baptist Church at this place." pastorate in 1905 the church bought a lot with a small building on it 

which had been used for a meat market. Some of the members with a 
Those signing this document were: A. Gibb and wife, Maggie McMillen, great deal of help from the Pastor, "Who like Jesus was a carpenter" 
Dr. W. R. Hosick and wife, Charlotte Hosick, Laura Hosick, j. C. Carr and transformed the little meat shop into a House of Worship, which served 
wife, Mary Carr, Nelle Carr, Harry Carr, Ernest Carr, Charles Carr, Samuel as a church home until 1915. 
Coshran and wife, Deacon Haliday and wife, Mrs. Will Art, Will Starts, 
Mary Peoples, and A. R. Adams and wife. On August 23, 1905, the church was admitted to the Cambridge Baptist 

Association. In April of 1906, the Reverend Thompson, feeling that his 
The committee on resolutions reported and their suggestions as to what work here was finished, resigned to accept a call of service in Barberton, 
officers were needed and how they should be elected, as well as their Ohio. 
duties, were discussed fully and were unanimously adopted. 

The Reverend C. Malley from Chesterville, Ohio, accepted a call to the 
As they were now a church and no longer a mission, they could no longer work in June, 1906. He served the church for two years. During this time 
expect the mission pastor to preach for them so "On motion, rules were Mrs. Malley organized the Women's Missionary Society, which through 
suspended and Brother W. H. Taylor was called by acclamation." Mr. the years has been a hard working band of women and is still a great 
Taylor was the pastor who had labored so sincerely all during the days of help to the church . During the forty-seven years of the organization there 
struggle and organization. have been only five presidents. Mrs. Hosick succeeded Mrs. Malley, then 

came Mrs. Dova Wilson and Mrs. William Fletcher and now Mrs. A. M. 
So now, even though the youngster isn't very old he is beginning to walk Dull. 
alone. 



During the next several years the little church was led in God's work by 
several different ministers. Among them were E. N. Long, A. K. McCall, 
Faubian, Bridges, and others who gave of their time and talents to help 
the group grow in attendance, interest, and inspiration in our community. 

During Reverend L. R. Wilson's pastorate the present church building 
was erected at the cost of $5,000.00. This was really a big undertaking, 
but the little group was full of enthusiasm and was willing to attempt 
great things for the work of the Lord. In memory of Mrs. Rebecca 
McCollum, who had remembered the church in her will, a memorial 
window bearing her name was placed in the church. A dedicatory ser-
vice was held on November 28, 1915, at which time the Reverend David 
Morris of Steubenville preached the dedicatory sermon. This was a mo-
mentous occasion . .. seemingly the years of hard work and struggle had 
now ceased . .. because we had reached our goal of constructing a new 
church building. It was a lovely little red brick church, but the passer-by 
could only see the brick and stone walls. He couldn't see the love and 
service which went into those walls. The church was really built of the 
service and love of those pioneers in the work of their Lord. 

Althoug~ the Reverend Wilson remained as pastor only until 1917, much 
credit must be given to him and his wife who labored so earnestly and 
faithfully in cooperation with the various committees toward the comple-tion of their tasks. 

From this time until December 1929 the following men served as pastors 
of the group: L. L. Lightner, W. B. Godsall, Harley C. Fletcher, L. M. 
Copeland, E. L. Greer and I. L. Basford, and H. C. Fletcher. During the 
ministry of Mr. Fletcher the first Vacation Bible School to be held in 
Newcomerstown was conducted by the pastor. This proved to be a great 
success and acted as the ground work for future schools. 

In 1930 Mrs. Elmer Peoples helped to organize a World Wide Guild made 
up of high school girls in the Sunday School. This group has continued 
to serve the church and Sunday School faithfully and is still active and 
still under the counseling of Mrs. Peoples. 

The Reverend E. C. Thompson began his pastorate in January 1931, and 
retired from active ministry in March 1935. Mr. Thompson was a schol-
arly and deeply spiritual man; and he, with his faithful wife and grand-
son, Clark Garra, worked hard and with little remuneration during those 
four years of financial stress, to keep the church up to standards of the Master. 

About this time our church as well as many others was having quite a 
struggle to raise finances; so the Baptist Church in New Philadelphia, 
Ohio, very graciously consented to share their pastor with us. So the 

Reverend L. J. Ramsey and the Reverend Rodney Gould served both their 
church and ours until the Fall of 1939. 

On November 9, 1939 a call was given to Paul G. Smithson who ac-
cepted and began his work in the community immediately. He was or-
dained in the Newcomerstown Baptist Church on January 22, 1940 with 
Reverend Paul Judson Morris of Granville, preaching the ord ination ser-
mon. Under Reverend Smithson's guidance our little church managed to 
get back on its feet financially and grew in numbers and enthusiasm. A 
very outstanding program during his ministry was the 25th anniversary 
of the dedication of the church building. At this time the Reverend Mor-
ris who spoke at the original dedication of the building came and lead us 
in our worship and rededication. 

B. A. Wilson came to us in December of 1944 and was only with us a few 
months. However, it was during his short stay that the church took an-
other big step and purchased a parsonage at 605 E. State Street. John H. 
Bradbury and wife were pastors of the group until October 26, 1952. .

1 The little child was continuing in growth and size, and had long since 
broken away from the help of its foster parents. 

At the present time Ralph Dovenbarger is leading the group into an even 
greater service in the community. Mr. Dovenbarger accepted the call to 
our church on March 15, 1953, and since that time he and his wife have 
worked faithfully in all the work of the church. Interest is continually 
rising and attendance has steadily increased. Mr. Dovenbarger has worked 
faithfully with the Sunday School Superintendent, Harold Johnson, and 
now it seems our child is literally bursting its seams. Now we are very 
much concerned about getting more room for our Sunday School and 
Church. We would like to build an addition to our church, and several 
suggestions have been made. We are working now to find out just which 
is the best way to enlarge and improve our building so to continue to 
serve God, our people, and our community as we have in the past. 

The child which was conceived in the minds of those folk so many years 
ago has grown and grown and served faithfully. We can truthfully say the 
Faith of our Fathers is living still, because this child is continuing to grow 
and serve. Our prayer today is that our children will carry on the work 
started at the turn of the century and continue to bring a bit of God's 
kingdom to Newcomerstown. 

written circa 1957 

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 

Romans 8:32 



November 5, 1825 

August 26, 1900 

September 9, 1900 

June 15, 1901 

June 30, 1901 

July 7, 1901 

January 1, 1902 

February 2, 1902 

September 1 7, 1902 

1905 

August 23, 1905 

1906 

1914-1915 

November 28, 1915 

1922 

July 1930 

White Eyes Plains Church organized in home 
of Isaac Evans, Oxford Township, Coshocton 
County 

Meeting called in White Eyes Plains Church 
to consider starting a Newcomerstown 
Baptist Mission 

First meeting of Newcomerstown Baptist 
Mission in the town hall 

White Eyes Plains Church and Pleasant View 
Baptist Church pledged support to 
Newcomerstown Baptist Mission 

Began organization to be Chartered 

First Sunday School organized 

Church changed from Mission to Regular 
Baptist Church 

Charter signed 

Rev. W. H. Taylor organized first B.Y.P.U. 

Mr. Logan McCune's meat market pur-
chased and made into a House of Worship 
until 1915 

Church admitted to the Cambridge Baptist 
Association 

Women's Missionary Society organized 

Brick church building erected. Cost of new 
building was $5,000.00 

Dedication of church building 

First Vacation Bible School held in 
Newcomerstown during the pastorate of 
Rev. Fletcher 

World Wide Guild organized 
Mrs. Marv Peoples, Counselor 

October 1 8, 1944 Purchased first parsonage at 605 E. State St. 
from Mr. and Mrs. Ed Henning 

February 1, 1955 Purchased the Ernest Carney house next to 
our church for a Sunday School annex 

1962 Ground purchased from Bell Telephone 
Company and additional property to be 
purchased from Cecil Haver 

1964 Proposition to build a new sanctuary and 
Christian Education building 

July 24, 1966 last service held in the Old Church 

August 1, 1966 J. A. Raeder Company of Dover hired as 
contractors. Demolition of old church 
building. During construction of new church 
building, services were held in the East 
School building and Prayer meetings were 
held in the community room of the Nation 
Bank of Dover in Newcomerstown 

August 1, 1967 A $90,000.00 promissory note signed for 20 
years 

November 19, 1967 Dedication of new church building 

July 1968 Purchased property on north side of the 
church for a parking lot 

1971 Purchased the Cecil Haver property on the 
south side of the church 

1975 Purchased the Riverside Drive parsonage 

August 21, 1983 Mortgage Burning Service 

1999 Renovated the front of the sanctuary 

August 27, 2000 Established a building fund for an addition 
to the building and an elevator 

October 19, 2001 Purchased the property of Dr. Arvind Shaw 
at 11 7 S. River St. at a cost of $5,000.00 
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BRIEF HI STORY OF THE ISLET A METHOD I ST CHUF}CH -~ \J fJC! - ff 3.J...J 
T.he Union Methodist Protestant Society was oq~anized in ' 

~<swe ~:;y--~·ro·~~ci ·1830} .. tii~~:-:h;~fjit1>~~~;s¥~~~ -
g an~~¥.J! where the first several meetings were held. After 
~he organization, meetinps were conducted in nearby Union 

h ' , -1 ( . J '· _Sc oo I house. -~ :. -.~:.. :,,f'· _;:,· 1'/'''l.I'-' :~ \~'';~,,;·· ~ ,,-~· "',, · .~.,v-1-- '"¥/1 :1. 
\--.--.. ::~~ i, • ... ., " v .,../"' f · ti . v' . .• J..,,,,K.n · j I 1,,)-« -_,-

. . • :Ji;·~;!_~;;, ~!;{i=-$~~J~~ 
-i;r.:: and Mrs. Johnj'.l_IJJ_vane.....,.:.Mr. and Mrs. George Lejgh_ninger ; an~J 
-~~he.!::l-~2seph Evaf!~-~Dd Jenkins_WhLtesider0urTng 
~this time N.ewcomerstown belonged to. the CoshoCtonC~1J. In .:... ·~:-- ~ .,... _ _ ,.-,. ,.. _.,,_,,.__,.JI __ .,.. ___ \,_ ... ..... ....._,,.~~~··~"'"'""'""' .. 
L~ a great revival was held here on th.e Plains. In 18q2 
Coshocton Circuit was divided, with the Tuscaiawas River being 
the dividing line, re~!~.ftiM. Ailltt.J,o.-LS.!l!l • .2l!,,t dividing i~ 
r_guniting later in 1852 served by the same ministers 

-~ nt~.~~E:~~~=-~~~-==---··-----_ --·- ....... -.. -- _ 
Some of the .. li rst (!re~che!:!_:~rv i ng our churcb..were the 

Reverends_ Sak.er, Tb.ra..pJt0c-.Siap.heM~m i 1 ton, ·Hi SSE}.,¥ Well s,l?J'/ 
\ .... Flshe_r_ ~nd Jennings. · ---·-·-~·~ · so , . 

. .......____ ___ ._,..,_.. ... ------·-·--·'""-''-'"""y~···· ···--~-------·~~·~·-.:..----y-.,,.,._-.-.. _.. .... --
\" The first record of a pastor's salary was flOO per YJlU• 

\ but b~ _ _!.he year !899 New_comerstown _'!:nd_.,lslet.a were paying $825 )( 
jpr_,_j' __ J!ti.n .. i.s.ll.L The land for the site of our present church was 
donated bi Henry and Willi<UIL walJL and'j'\ •uilding erected in 
the t~~-~Ji}f.The carpenter ~s Lewis Com~ HewcDmerstown 
Mission also built a church about this time (1859-1860). This 
is al~o called the "Little White Church" and was situated just 
east of the pr,esent Presbyterian Church on Canal St. in New-

t , .. ' . II..' (.p '~ ~"' j A~ .. , ,. •. JI . Comers .OWn, C ·, : .- ', i . ;; r·· . •.-~ ... . ~ 

In 1877 and 1878 the College St. Methodist Church was 
built at the College St. location. We have been so closely con-
nected with this HE:~stown c.!JJu:c.b-1.hat this explanation 
seems necessary here. let,,,fa~t •. th.ei.r:,~,q~_u.r.£,h haQ_iJ§......Q!igin in 

.!'!~~!.~ Morg;~!l~JL.Q.~..r:n _an<CW.e ~.eld.c.La.s .. s.~. as they were called, 
as a group until the Little White Church was bui'lt and our own 
church was erected. From the . year . .!Jt~~f1.~ __ nt i -~ ljOO ~ur church 
history is rather vague although our membership -records seem to 
be very complete. 

tn 1909 under the leadership or ministry of Rev. Ezra D. 

~11_..,........_, ... -· - -- --

Bec4 our church was remodeled inside and out. T~~~~ 

topped l'!,.i.!lsi!>.W.SJt~~-!:.E!PJ.~~~JL\'l i.JJi-Cl~ a new f 1 oor was 
laid and seats installed and the walls redecorated . At this 

-.........-,. ... ,;,-~--~··:'!l:,_~ ... -,.!..--=. __ _;_!!!!..•- ·------,..-~.,,. -~~ , 

time a bell was added and the church named The ls l eta Methodist 
Protestant Church. -,...~?-r;~~,,,.,.,£·,,j "~----

From 19IO _to 1936 _the lsleta _Church and the Newcomerstown 
churches were served_~ the.,.;,!'.!.P.me minili:l;u.s, t he 1 isUng of . 
which you will find on another page of the program; 
~-

In 1936 a decision was made to withdraw from Newcomerstown 
~ 

church and.Jtev. 0. V. ··· Sharrock, -a retired pa.§_Jor 1 iving in 

1
. 

We.st Lafayett.e was appointed to be our . m.inister an·d·· he se.rved 
falt~fully for four years, having services every Sunday; 

In l.~qO]J;,~C. D. Firster, Fresno, was appointed to thi.s 
church and was with us the next 10 years. During this time, \ 
several improvements were added to the bu i Jding-"-that is, rai s- , 
ing it and ~dding a basement, including a coa l furnace and \ 
kit~hen (in 19q5 and i9q7). Frgm 1950 to ·195q Rev. Ethel M. 

our congregation, adding many new names to the 

In 195q we united _with Plainfield as .. ~. cJ1arge and Rev. Don 
Yaussy was __ ].P.poin~~ pastor , serving both churches every 

- ·Sunday. Under his ministry a buil.ding program was comtemplated 
and plans formed with a building committee being named. 

In Novembe~ 1957 Rev. Floyd~ Stephans came here from 
Indiana. In the winter of 1958 many me~bers .of the congregation 
felt our church facilities were inadequate and that we should 
attempt to do something about itr In the Summer and Fall o f 

. 1958 plans were completed and an addition was built to the 

..... ~h;;rch, on the Northand West sides. The addition to the West 
i~c I udes t!!_re; Su_'!~ Sch.on! rooms- _;nd parlor. The addition to 
the Horth includes one Sunday School room, more space for the 
auditorium and the basement entrance .• In th~ basement, under 
the new wing, is a completely ne.':'.......!...11JL.!!!9..9fil!L .. kl.tchen, also an 
oil fired heating plant and restroom facilities have been added •. ··- ····--······-····-··--··'·--·-----. ._ __ _ 

Our present building ia the ~esult of the efforts of both 
the pastor and the church me.mbers. Present membership is 163 
with some in the 6th generation. 



ISLETA METHODIST CHURCH 
HOMECOMING SERVICE 

PRELUDE "Lead Kindly Light" by Pensuti~-Grace Anne Hoobler 

PROCESSIONAL AND HYMN #280 "Onward C~ristian Soldiers" 

CALL TO WORSHIP .............................•....... Rev. Stephens 

CHORAL RESPONSE, "Almighty Father" ..•...............•..•..... choir 

WELCOME .......•.... ; ................•..•............ Rev. Stephens 

SCR1PTURE LESSON; .•..... ; ......•...................... Dr. letlogg 

PRAYER .......................•.......•.•.............. Or. Wi 11 i ams 

CHORAL RESPONSE "Hear Our Prayer, 0 Lord" ...•....•...... ; ..• choir 

HYMN ·#239 msoftly ·And Tenderly" 

HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH ............................. Roy O. 

OFFERING. AND OFFERTORY "Andante Cantabile" by Stickles 

RECOGNITION OF OLD AND NEW MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

TRIO--Norma Deich, Grace Anne Hoobl•r .and Kenneth Porcher 

RECOGNITION OF FORMER MINISTERS 

CLOSING PRAYER IN SONG BY THE CHOIR--
"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

BENEDICTION .............. ........................... Rev. Stephens 

POSTLUDE "Postlude in A" by Thomas 

·~~ 
.~2" -.~ ~b-0 

s. 
o. 

1891-1892 Rev. 
1892-1898 Rev. 
1898-1899 Rev. 
1899-19011- Rev. 
190ti-1905 Rev. Wolfe 

M. L. 
S. A. 
c. w. 
c. E. 

Jennings 
Fisher 
Stephenson 
Sheppard 

ISLETA 

Salary $600 
Salary $700 
Salary $TOO 

Salary $ IOOO 
Salary $875, then $900 

Salary $825 

1905-1906 Rev. Jackson Salary $650 
Hl06 Rev. Jackson returned and resigned to take charge 

of a new church in Iowa. 
1907 Rev. George Shurtz filled out the term 
1907-1909 Rev. E. D. Beck 

.Many of the above ministers served both the Newcomers-
town College Street Church and the lsleta Church. All of the 
following ministers served both churches. 

It was at this ·time that the lsleta Church became a seperate 
charge and was served by the following ministers: 

1936-19tiO ·Rev. 0. V. Sharrock 
19ti0-1950 Rev. C. 0. Firster 
1950-195ti Ethel M. Reese -

Salary $300 

~ lqJi~sleta united with Plainfield and became a part of the 
lsleta~Plainfield charge. 

195ti-1957 Rev. Donald A. Yaussy.,... 
1957-1960 Rev. Floyd Stephens ,; 
I ff,2-· ~JI. ~ 
J'lrP'- £~.~ 
fCf(JEr- - ~~~. "' t cnr-~/11 1 ·~~1 

) 913 -£.~ tf' {lryUl/-ttt,1 
111'1· ~;rp.~.- fl ·,· 

ifft-~tl.~l'l 
; crf--i _a·~ ~' f q~~ iwt~i~ t.~ ... ~ 

; q.g§- ~1M-dt 
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