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B The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1830, with Rev. Donahue | =
as pastor. The first Board of Trustees were Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck, T
Peter Gaskil, Conrad Rliller and Isaiah Wilkin. The society worshiped in |2
schoolhouses and homes until 1835, when Conrad Miller deeded to the trust-
ees the lot upon which the present edifice stands. A brick church was |

erected in 1836 and used by the society until after the war. In 1866-67, a
new frame structure was erected upon the old site. The church was dedicated
during the ministry of Rev. Dickenson R. Moore. A parsonage was also built
av a cost of $1,100. A year after the dedication of the church, during the
pastorate of Rev. S. A. Thompson, an extended revival occurred, also during
the pastoral term of Rev. S. R. Clark. The society at present is in a flourish
ino condition with Rev. W. C. Endly as pastor. During the last winter, the
sogiety was visited by the most gracious revival that has ever occurred in its
history. The present church membership is 130.

The Methodist Protestant Church of Newcomerstown was organized in
1842. In September of that year, Coshocton Circuit was divided and Tus-
carawas Circuit and Newcomerstown Mission formed. Dr. James Brown and
David Mulvane were early leading members. The first church was built on
the east side of the present Presbytevian Church, and was occupied until the
present edifice was constructed in 1878, during the pastorate of Rev. W. L,
Wells. It was dedicated July 3, 1879, by Rev. S. A. Fisher, of Cambridge.
The building is a handsome brick structure, 40x64 feet in size, and its cost,
including furnishing, was about $4,500. The present pastor is Rev. L. Bo-
man, the present membership about 100.

The Presbyterian Church was organized Novegnber ]?), _] 876, by a committee
of the Steubenville Presbytery, with the following original merabers: Adol-
phus W. Search and Mrs. Low M. Search, Jonathan and Rebecca Evang, Mrs.
Emma Kvans, George and Ruth Baguall, Robert Y. Patterson, by certificate:
and Philip Sheets, Mrs. Susan Sheets and Miss Lillie T. Bagnall on pr.ofesmgn.
For several years the congregation was irregularly supplied, and, in 1879,

Rev. George W. Riggle took charge, and remained ten months. Rev. A. B. ek o 0 Ra y Booth / Newcom, stown News
Wilson succeeded him, was regularly installed 1)&51:01‘, and coptm?ed a little y along the ro f line of :S]E‘a,ih” *An'“mv
longer than a year. After a vacancy of some tlm'e., Rev. Da.wd L.' Rodger's, o their work ntly $0 6%t s e P
in tbe spring of 1883, asstned the pastoral relation, and still maintains it. . a7 i ‘gﬂef u?y“ 5
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George Bagnall and Robert Y. Patterson, the first I.ix_lling Tlders, were installef,d
Novewmber 13, 1876.  George W. Barnett and Philip Sheets were installed in
the same official position January 22, 1874, and John Buck was elected March
17, 1880. The church edifice is a handsome and commodious bm.ck st1:1cture,
located on the west end of South Canal street. It was erected in 1878, at a
cost of $3,000. The membership of this congregation is now abous sixty

A Baptist society had an existence here a few years ago, which was, how-
aver. of bLrief duration. Samuel Mardis and Caleb Emerson were its main
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Christ United Methodist Church

Christ United Methodist Church of Newcomerstown
1s the result of a merger of two old and respected
denominations. The older of the two, the former Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, was organized in 1830.

The Rev. Donahue was the first pastor of this newly
organized church, with Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck,
Peter Gaskill, and Isaiah Wilkin serving on the Board of
Trustees. Since they had no established place of wor-
ship, they did as early Bible Christians did — met wher-
ever possible; in their case, in homes, barns or school-
houses.

However, in 1835, Conrad Miller deeded a lot to them
and one year later the church was completed. This lot
was on the corner of Church and River Streets, and the
church erected thereupon was used until 7854, at which
time it was abandoned and the society worshipped tem-
porarily in Crater's Hall. In 1867, a frame church was
erected on the same site with Dickerson R. Moore as
pastor.

By June 22, 1884, the quarterly report was given and
revealed a total membership in the Sunday School of 97
with an average of 48 and 8 teachers in attendance. In
1945-46 the average attendance was 200.

In 1916, the building committee of Thomas J. Shan-
non, Samuel Rush, John W. Ley, John Hinds, and F.L.
Euga added to the frame building of 1867 and covered
the entire surface with brick. The new church was dedi-
cated on March 12, 1916; the minister was H.F. Patter-
son. The Queen Esther Class was organized in the same
year.

The, [;g!lege Street Methodist, formerly the Methodist
Protestant Church was formed ~and was the first
buinding erected on Canal Street. It stood about where
the present post office is located. Records indicated that
in 1866, the congregation was considering the raising of
funds to build another church. However, this suggestion
was shelved temporarily and the building they had was
equipped with new underpinning, a new roof and new
seats.

lﬂ 1878, the cgngregatiog movedsto its n%vg locgtiom
at the corner of Canal and College Streets. This church
was dedicated in 1879 by Rev. S.A. Fisher, who at a later
date, became one of its pastors. The cost of the building,
including the furnishings, was about $4500. In 1955,
this building was almost demolished by a tornado and
the congregation was forced to move to other quarters.
Following a period of some indecision, they contracted

to purchase the Touraine Club, north of town, and this
edifice served as theirmmme merger of
the two Methodist Churches, in 1966.

College Street Methodist Church and Trinity Method-
1st Church merged on March 6, 1966, under the name of
the Methodist Church of Newcomerstown, Ohio. There-
after, when the United Brethren Church merged with the
Methodist Church Conference, the name was changed
to Christ United Methodist Church, which is the present
name of the church. = 7~

At the time of the merger of the two Methodist
Churches, March 6, 1966, the former College Street
Methodist Church had purchased a 3.62 acre tract of
land by deed dated December 7, 1965, from Clark Van-
Voorhis and his wife, Laura, which tract is the present
site of Christ United Methodist Church. When the merg-
er of the two churches occurred, Rev. W.A. Hewitt, who
was the pastor of College Street, and Rev. Edwin F.
Eshelman, formerly pastor of Trinity Methodist, were
retained as co-pastors and served the combined congre-
gations until July 1, 1967, when Rev. John P. Benson
became the new pastor and he served until July 1, 1973,
when Rev. Ray Snyder was appointed by the Conference
to serve said church and who is at this time the pastor.

Following this merger, the two congregations took
action to start a new building program. The ground-
breaking ceremony at the Oak Street site occurred on
June 19, 1968 and October 20, 1968, the cornerstone
wggglaid. The dedication service was held in May of
1969.

The Reverend Ray Snyder is the present pastor of the
church. It has some 700 members. - Submitted by Rev.
Ray Snyder; Written by Doris Baker
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erected in 18836 and used Dby the society until after the war. In 1866-67, a
new frame structure was erected upon the old site. The church was dedicated
during the ministry of Rev. Dickenson R. Moore. A parsonage was also built
at a cost of $1,100. A year after the dedication of the church, during the
pastorate of Rev. S. A. Thompson, en extended revival occurred, also during
the pastoral teru_l of Rav. S, R. Clark. The soclety@t present is in a flourish
ing condition with Rev. Ww. C. Endl.y as pastor. During the last winter, the
society was visited by the most gracious revival that has ever occurred in its
history. The present church membership is 130.

The Methodist Protestant Church of Newcomerstown was organized in
1842. In September of that year, Coshocton Cireuit was divided and Tus-
carawas Circuit and Newcomerstown Mission formed. Dr. James Brown and
David Mulvane were early leading members. The first church was built on
the east side of the present Presbyterian Church, and was occupied until the
sresent edifice was constructed in 1878, during the pastorate of Rev. W. L,
Wells. It was dedicated July 3, 1879, by Rev. 8. A. Fisher, of Cambridge.
The building is a handsome brick structure, 40x64 feet in size, and its cost,
including furnishing, was about £4,000.  The present pastor is Rev. 1. Bo-
man, the present membership about 100.

The Presbyterian Church was-organized November 13, 18706, by a committee
of the Steubenville Presbytery, with the following original merabers: Adol-
phus W. Search and Mrs. Low M. Search, Jonathan and Rebecca Evans, Mrs.
Emma Kvans, George and Ruth Bagnall, Robert Y. Patterson, by certificate;
and Philip Sheets, Mrs. Susan Sheets and Miss Lillie T. Bagnall on profession.
For several years the congregation was irregularly supplied, and, in 1879,
Rev. George W. Riggle took charge, and remained ten months. Rev. A, B.
Wilson succeeded him, was regularly installed pastor, and continued a little
longer than a year. After a vacancy of some time, Rev. David B. Rodgers,
in the spring of 1883, assumed the pastoral relation, and still maintains it.
George Bagnall and Robert Y. Patterson, the first Ruling KElders, were installed
November 13, 1876.  George W. Barnett and Philip Sheets were installed in
the same official position January 22, 187Y, and John Buck was elected March
17, 1880. The church edifice is a handsome and commodious brick structure,
located on the west end of South Canal street. It was erected in 1878, at a
cost of $3,000. The membership of this congregation is now abous sixty

A Baptist society had an existence here a few years ago, which was, how-
ever, of Lrief duration. Samuel Mardis and Caleb Emerson were its main
support. ‘

A public notice, directed to the electors of Districts 1, 2 and 8, of Oxford
Township, and signed by Andrew Creter, G. H. Dent, James Pilling, William
Gardner, William H. Craig, L. C. Davis, Thomas Banks, James Brown, James
Norris, (. T. Emerson, J. W. Gibbons, R. H. Nugen and G. R. Little was
issued March 18, 1856, calling for an election to be held on the following 29th
of March, to vote for or against the adoption of the Akron school law. On
the day of election forty-two votes were cast, all favoring the adoption. The
first School Board, elected April 12, 1856, consisted of R. H. Nugen and G.
H. Dent, for three years, George R. Little and L. C. Davis for two years, and
W. H. Craig and Amasa Brown for one year. The special school district thus
organized, was very large, including all the land of Oxford Township north of
the river and the Nugen farm of 600 acres south of it. When the Akron law
was adopted, two small distriet schoolhouses stood within the present corpovate
Limits of Newcomerstown. one on the lot west of the Methodist Episcopal
Chureh, the other just south of the old graveyard near the depot. 1In 1857,
the two-story frame school building, still mn use, was erected and its fowr
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The Isleta Methodist Church played an important role in our lives. In the 1850’s, the Wolf, Fletcher
and other neighborhood families founded the church as the Plains Methodist Protestant Church, later
the Isleta Methodist Church. At first it was a branch of the Newcomerstown Methodist Protestant
Church. Evangelistic meetings were held each year. My great grandmother, Catharine Fletcher, was
one of the charter members, and in the 1890’s my grandfather, David Fletcher, served as a trustee.
Mom was more conscientious than Dad about attending church services. She transferred her
membership to the Isleta Church from the Methodist Church in Hiramsburg in 1910, at the time she
married my dad. Through the years she served as Secretary for Good Literature, as Trier of Appeals,
as an alternate delegate to church conferences, and as a Ladies Aid Society member and officer.
She was also an active member of the Womens’ Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). She
frequently hosted both the WCTU and the Ladies Aid meetings in her home. My sister, Ruth, was
Sunday School Secretary for many years.

MEMORIES FROM MY CHILDHOOD

My earliest childhood memories are of the 1913 flood. Atleast | think | remember the flood. Itwas a
matter of great concern for the family at the time. | would have been only about 18 months old at the

time.

When | was six or seven | was given a new nickname, Prince. Prince was the name of one of our
horses. The barn was still down at Grandpa and Grandma’s. | was sent down to feed the horses.
Prince was always impatient and one day he tossed his head and hit my head with his. He knocked
out some teeth, so that got me the nickname at school for awhile. When | was a youngster we had
three horses. Prince was white and Dan was black. They were large work horses, Percherons.

-10-



NEWCOMERSTOWN METHODIST CHURCHES

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH

The Methodists Churches in Newcomerstown helps to make up some of the history of our
town. The first Methodist Church to be organized was the Methodist Episcopal Church in
1830. The first Board of Trustees members were some names that are still around today in
the names of ancestors of the peoplte on the Board. Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck, Peter

Gaskill, Conrad Miller, and Isaish Wilkin. The first minister was a Reverend Donahue.

Members of this group of worshipers met in schoolhouses and individuals' homes until 1835
Conrad Miller deeded the lot located on the southwest corner of Church and River Street
to the Methodist Trustees to build a church. The first church was built in 1835. This
building burned down and a new church was built in 1866-67 which was also a frame
structure. In 1916 the need to enlarge the building brought the congregation to the
conclusion to build a new brick building. This is the Trinity Methodist Church that we
all knew until the Christ United Church building was built and two congregations united

into one church. The Trinity Methodist building was sold to the Church of God.

The second Methodist Church was the College Street Methodist Church, which was

established in 1832 - 1842. There is a question as to which date is correct.

The Methodist Protestant Church (College Street Methodist) was formed when the Coshocton
Circuit was divided. This formed the Tuscarawas Circuit and the Newcomerstown Mission.

Dr. James Brown and David Mulvane were the leading members of this church.

The first building was situated on what is now the site of our Post 0ffice Building on

4

Canal Street. The congregation attended this frame building untii 1878. It is said the



the members of the congregation were upset because a "great edifice" had been built next
to the MP church and the members did not 1ike to be in the shadow of this "great
edifice", so they decided to move. The "great edifice was the Presbyterian Church). In
1878 a brick structure had been erected at the corner of College and Canal Streets, which
is where the members of the College Street Methodist Church attended until March 1955.
This was the site of the College Street Methodist Church until on March 11, 1955, a
tornado hit the church building, lifted the roof off the building and then set the roof

back down on the building. THere is a car wash on this site now.

COLLEGE STREET METHODIST CHURCH (TOURAINE BUILDING)

The building was deemed unsafe and the congregation moved to North College Street after
purchasing the Touraine Supper Club from Joe Lenzo. With some renovations the building
was turned into a church building and the members attended church there from 1955 to 1969
when they united with the Trinity Methodist congregationto make the Christ United
Methodist Church. At that time the road went in front of the building, not in the back

as it does now. The North Coilege Street site is now the ODOT building.

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The present church building was built from 1966 to 1969 when it opened to the combined
congregation of both Methodist churches. Over time the church has been renovated and
also has had three additions. Those additions are the West entrance room and drive up sc
people can get out of their cars and not get wet, or have to walk in snow. The Wesley
Music Auditorium which was built for the choir. After years of not having any designated
place for the choir to practice but the sanctuary or fellowship hall, the auditorium was
built. The choir practices on Thursday evenings and other times when necessary. This
addition is5 also used for many other things. The third addition built was the River of
Life Community Center which is a huge room and can accommodate playing basketbali,

volleyball, or a second service or special events.
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deliver the message.

The Sunday School of College
Street for all yot ters
‘under the age of 13, will meet as

‘uisual in the Parish House on
{iollege Street. The Youth ang
Adult classes will meet at Toine
ity church. The hours of servicve:
wre; 9:30 a, m. Sunday Sthool
and -10:30 ‘Worship service. v
Methodist Pastors |
Are Returned Here
At the conclusion of the Bast
Ohie Conference of the Metiodigt
Ghurth held last week af Lahes
Hide; - the - pastors. of the local

Rev.
eighth year"and Rev., Hunes for
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To Tear Down
Local Church

A Newcomerstown landmnkrk 1S
about to disappear. Workmen
this weeck sturted the task
tearing down the College
Methodist Church |

Rsy Shaffer of the Flains, nur%
Athens, Ohio, has the razing con-
tract.

Rev. Henry Holyoak said tha;
the bell will be preserved a:'u:i
possibly used as a mementc,
Chancel furniture has been mov-
ed to the new church on N Col.
lege st. Pews were sold '

Under the contract the buiid

Church records show that the

| ing 13 to be leveled to one foot be |
low the grade line |

campaign which cuiminated o
| the erection of the pr_csem siruge
ture was started in 1877
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‘hursday, October 6, 1956 ' e :
Church Pléns First Services
iln Newly Acquired Property

Pr. W. B. Robinson, miperin-
tendunt of the Canton District of
she Mothodist Church, will be the
speaker 1030 Sunday marning
whoen Coliege Strect - Methodist |
- Chureh holdz its fiest service in :
the newly acquired property on |
Colluge at, ;.

Dr. Robigson hax scrved 3
nugnber of pactorates i the Norty
Eaxt Ohip Conference: 1n 1043 he
beeame pastor of the Man St
Methodies’ Chureh 16 Axron, O.,'
in 1M8 Buperintendent of the |
(i Steybenville District; in 1932 ba
§ Wes appointed fo the superinten.
Jdancy af the Methodist Chiigren'y ¢

Home it Berea. O, and in 1555 io}
his present position :

Lait Sunday, the pasior, Rev |
Heniry Helyoak sdminmtered Hoo |
ly Communion at the Masonic
Temple o3 a titting chimsax to six
menths of services, since the Cole
lege Street building was declared |
unlit for worship Duning  this
time the Masonic Order and the!
Trinity Methodist Church have
effeced their facilities to provide
a meeting place for the roRgre-
Lgalion

The months of Juiy and August’
wrvices were held an Trinity
BMethod:ist church. This was a per
lod of vlese conperstion between
the two Methodict Churches, the
two minsters shared i i morn-
ing waorship hour and during va
cation period: each tonk 1otal re-
sponsibility of the twa congregs
tiomi. The remsining fhonths the
moming services wete held  in
the Masonic Temiple. This organ
mateen withngly opened  their
doors and changed plans tn pive
the church a place 1v meet {

_THE SUNDAY School  swhich
has beendivided since the storm,
of Mareh 1) will be unsted agan
this coming Sundsy at 9.36 a4}
The past months have been spent |
between the Parish House for the,
children under 12 years of ngt;
and the Masonic Temple for youth;
and adults. The Parish House was '
made ayallable immediately afser
the storm due to the fact that the’
congregation was at that time -}
nishing a new home for the mn
sser. The new parsonage being,
‘almost completed the pastor mov-
ed s and fade available the
space neccesxary for the conling
é«% of tw Sunday Brhoot

musse which was hesrd ov-
e the Tower Systern of the
+hurch has been silent since the
starm. Sunday morning at $00 s
m it will again be heard scross
the conusuniy cvaling people to
| worship and study
| Octeber 9 will be a great dav |
in the history of the church Bt
becomes the new opportusity o1,
{ forward movement i the church i
Itowil pe loyalty Susdsy -
‘when members and foweods e
Tutve the oppartunity to miske®
pledges and contribulions toward?
the set goal of $24.000. the »
mount perded 1o poy for the new
busiding sod fand A large gath-
ering of persons is  anticipaled
for this first service.




1902 - 2002

First Baptist Church
God builds no churches. By His plan ‘ N
That labor has been left to man. ' Newﬂﬂmer&' town/ 0”‘0

No spires miraculously arise
No little mission from the skies
Falls on the bleak and barren place
To be a source of strength and grace.

The humblcsi church d;mands its price 1 00 y e a r A n "i v ers a ry
In human toil and sacrifice. '
April 21, 2002

God Builds No Churches

Men call the church the House of God,
Toward which the toil-stained pilgrims trod
In search of strength and rest and hope,
As blindly through life’s mists they grope.
And there God dwells, but it is man
Who builds that House, and draws its plan;
Pays for mortar and the stone
That none need seek for God alone.

The humblest spire in mortal ken
Where God abides was built by men.
And if the Church is still to grow,
Is siill the light of hope to throw
Actross the valley of despair,
Men still must build God’s House of Prayer.
God sends no churches from the skies.
Out of our hearts they must arise.

R i S o

= — e ——
Edgar A. Guest Photo by Randy Norman

A Century of Faithful Service”
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First Church Building 1905-1915

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I will
be with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20

March 10, 1936-September 1939

PASTORS SERVING FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - NEWCOMERSTOWN

1902-1904 Rev. W. H. Taylor
1904-1906 Rev. W. . Thompson
1906-1908 Rev. C. Malley
1909-1910 Rev. E. N. Long
1910-1912 Rev. A. K. McCall
1912-1913 Rev. Faubian, Clifton, Bridges, Supply
1914-1917 Rev. R. L. Wilson
1917-1919 Rev. L. L. Lightner
1919-1922 Rev. W. B. Godsall
1922-1929 Rev. Harley C. Fletcher,
Rev. L. M. Copeland,
Rev. E. L. Greer, and
Rev. I. L. Basford
1930 No Pastor "'
1931-1935 Rev. E. C. Thompson
May to November 1935 Rev. L. |. Ramsey
1935-1939 The church worked with

New Philadelphia in having one
pastor serve both churches
Rev. Rodney C. Gould

November 9, 1939 Rev. Paul G. Smithson

December 1944 Rev. B. A. Wilson
1945-1952 Rev. John H. Bradbury
1953-1957 Rev. Ralph Dovenbarger
1957-1961 Rev. Douglas Peters
1961-1962 Rev. George Shurtz, Interim
1962-1965 Rev. Fred Wakeling
1965-1969 Rev. Harold Kidwell

1970 Rev. Walter Wilson, Interim

1970-1973 Rev. Tom Gamblin

1973-1975 Rev. Ray Schlader, Retired Interim
1975 Rev. Edgar Wollams, Retired Interim
1975-1985 Rev. Donald Glasgow

1986 Rev. Sturman Moore, Interim
1986-1993 Rev. Bruce Weaver

1993-1994 Rev. Zane Wilson, Interim
1994-1998 Rev. Jerry Broschart

1998-1999 Rev. Don Silverthorne, Retired Interim
1999- Rev. John Fraser




The little group was fired with enthusiasm and did their work while inter-
est was high. On june 30, 1901, the little society met for worship and
immediately after the sermon, they proceeded to organize by electing A.
W. Haliday, President; J. C. Carr, Secretary; and Levi VanSickle, Treasurer.
An executive committee was appointed as follows: J. M. McCollum, Al-
pha VanSickle, and M. D. Norris plus the Pastor and secretary. Announce-
ment was made that day that the Sunday School would be organized
the following Sunday.

On July 4, 1901, the executive committee met and appointed the Pastor
and j. C. Carr to act as a committee to rent a room in which to hold
services. Meetings were held regularly, and interest and attendance
mounted steadily, so on January 1, 1902, a meeting was called for the
purpose of organizing the Baptist Church at Newcomerstown. This memo-
rable meeting was called to order by the Pastor who used Romans 8:32
for his devotional text and spoke briefly regarding the wiilingness of God
to grant us what we ask in Jesus’ name.

The various organizational committees were appeinted. This preliminary
work continued until February 2, 1902 when the following resolution
was signed by those present who became charter members of the church:
“We the undersigned, members of the Baptist Churches in this vicinity,
four elsewhere, now residents of Newcomerstown, feeling our need of
binding ourselves together for the purpose of better fulfilling the com-
mand of our Savior for the upbuilding of His Kingdom, do feel it our duty
to arrange a Baptist Church at this place.”

Those signing this document were: A. Gibb and wife, Maggie McMiiien,
Dr. W. R. Hosick and wife, Charlotte Hosick, Laura Hosick, }. C. Carr and
wife, Mary Carr, Nelle Carr, Harry Carr, Ernest Carr, Charles Carr, Samuel
Coshran and wife, Deacon Haliday and wife, Mrs. Will Art, Will Starts,
Mary Peoples, and A. R. Adams and wife.

The committee on resolutions reported and their suggestions as to what
officers were needed and how they should be elected, as well as their
duties, were discussed fully and were unanimously adopted.

As they were now a church and no longer a mission, they could no longer
expect the mission pastor to preach for them so “On motion, rules were
suspended and Brother W. H. Taylor was called by acclamation.” Mr.
Taylor was the pastor who had labored so sincerely all during the days of
struggle and organization.

So now, even though the youngster isn't very old he is beginning to walk
alone.

On March 17, 1902, a “Declaration of Faith and Rules of Order” was
read and adopted by the church. Those declarations are very interesting
and timely even now. In the book of minutes prepared by ). C. Carr is
written this Declaration of Faith. In it is included their beliefs “of the
Scriptures”, “of the True God”, “of the Fall of Man”, “of the Way of
Salvation”, “of Justification”, “of the Freeness of Salvation”, “of Grace in
Regeneration”, “of Repentance and Faith”, “of the Perseverance of the
Saints”, “of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper”, “of the Christian Sabbath”,
“of Civil Government”, “of the Righteous and the Wicked”, and “of the
World to come”. Then follows the Rules of Order which sets down rules
for reception of members, candidates for baptism, the duties of the mem-
bers and of the officers.

For the development and spiritual growth of the child in those early days,
much credit and honor is due Deacon Haliday, Deacon Carr, Deacon
Hosick, Treasurer S. . Cochran, their families and others.

The Reverend W. H. Taylor had been laboring faithfully, especially among
the young people, organizing them into a B.Y.P.U. on September 17,
1902, with Mrs. Emma Moore Johnson as President. Mr. Taylor closed his
work in Newcomerstown early in 1904.

On June 8, 1904, the Reverend W. J. Thompson was calied as pastor.
Since the time the mission was started, services had been heid in several
buildings, but none of them was very satisfactory. During Mr. Thompson’s
pastorate in 1905 the church bought a lot with a small building on it
which had been used for a meat market. Some of the members with a
great deal of help from the Pastor, “Who like Jesus was a carpenter”
transformed the little meat shop into a House of Worship, which served
as a church home until 1915.

On August 23, 1905, the church was admitted to the Cambridge Baptist
Association. In April of 1906, the Reverend Thompson, feeling that his
work here was finished, resigned to accept a call of service in Barberton,
Ohio.

The Reverend C. Malley from Chesterville, Ohio, accepted a call to the
work in june, 1906. He served the church for two years. During this time
Mrs. Malley organized the Women's Missionary Society, which through
the years has been a hard working band of women and is still a great
help to the church. During the forty-seven years of the organization there
have been only five presidents. Mrs. Hosick succeeded Mrs. Malley, then
came Mrs. Dova Wilson and Mrs. William Fletcher and now Mrs. A. M.
Dull.
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€ group grow in attendance, interest, and inspiration in our community

During Reverend L. R Wilson’
. R. $ pastorate the present ch ildi
was erecFed at the cost of $5,000.00. This was really a biguL:EZe?ra;E:lngg

g;otr: ethis timfe until Dgcember 1929 the following men served as astors
Copelar?(;o%p.LL. L. Lightner, W. B. Godsall, Harley C. FletcherpL M
=l c;f ,.W. El;etiaanctihl. I; Basford, and H. C. Fletcher. Duri,ng. thé
. er the first Vacation Bible S i
\ e School to b
ewcomerstown was conducted by the pastor. This proved to lfe ge;?e;:

Reverend L. |. Ramsey and the Reverend Rodney Gould served both their
church and ours until the Fall of 1939.

On November 9, 1939 a call was given to Paul G. Smithson who ac-
cepted and began his work in the community immediately. He was or-
dained in the Newcomerstown Baptist Church on January 22, 1940 with
Reverend Paul Judson Morris of Granville, preaching the ordination ser-
mon. Under Reverend Smithson’s guidance our little church managed to
get back on its feet financially and grew in numbers and enthusiasm. A
very outstanding program during his ministry was the 25th anniversary
of the dedication of the church building. At this time the Reverend Mor-
ris who spoke at the original dedication of the building came and lead us
in our worship and rededication.

B. A. Wilson came to us in December of 1944 and was only with us a few
months. However, it was during his short stay that the church took an-
other big step and purchased a parsonage at 605 E. State Street. John H.
Bradbury and wife were pastors of the group until October 26, 1952.
The little child was continuing in growth and size, and had long since
broken away from the help of its foster parents.

At the present time Ralph Dovenbarger is leading the group into an even
greater service in the community. Mr. Dovenbarger accepted the call to
our church on March 15, 1953, and since that time he and his wife have
worked faithfully in all the work of the church. Interest is continually
rising and attendance has steadily increased. Mr. Dovenbarger has worked
faithfully with the Sunday School Superintendent, Harold Johnson, and
now it seems our child is literally bursting its seams. Now we are very
much concerned about getting more room for our Sunday School and
Church. We would like to build an addition to our church, and several
suggestions have been made. We are working now to find out just which
is the best way to enlarge and improve our building so to continue to
serve God, our people, and our community as we have in the past.

The child which was conceived in the minds of those folk so many years
ago has grown and grown and served faithfully. We can truthfully say the
Faith of our Fathers is living still, because this child is continuing to grow
and serve. Our prayer today is that our children will carry on the work
started at the turn of the century and continue to bring a bit of God’s

kingdom to Newcomerstown.
written circa 1957

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he

not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:32




November 5, 1825
August 26, 1900

September 9, 1900
June 15, 1901
june 30, 1901

July 7, 1901
January 1, 1902

February 2, 1902
September 17, 1902
1905

August 23, 1905

1906
1914-1915

November 28, 1915

1922

july 1930

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

White Eyes Plains Church organized in home
of Isaac Evans, Oxford Township, Coshocton
County

Meeting called in White Eyes Plains Church
to consider starting a Newcomerstown
Baptist Mission

First meeting of Newcomerstown Baptist
Mission in the town hall

White Eyes Plains Church and Pleasant View
Baptist Church pledged support to
Newcomerstown Baptist Mission

Began organization to be Chartered

First Sunday School organized

Church changed from Mission to Regular
Baptist Church

Charter signed

Rev. W. H. Taylor organized first B.Y.P.U.
Mr. Logan McCune’s meat market pur-
chased and made into a House of Worship

until 1915

Church admitted to the Cambridge Baptist
Association

Women'’s Missionary Society organized

Brick church building erected. Cost of new
building was $5,000.00

Dedication of church building

First Vacation Bible School held in
Newcomerstown during the pastorate of
Rev. Fletcher

World Wide Guild organized
Mrs. Mary Peoples, Counselor

October 18, 1944

February 1, 1955

1962

1964

July 24, 1966

August 1, 1966

August 1, 1967

November 19, 1967
July 1968

1971

1975
August 21, 1983
1999

August 27, 2000

October 19, 2001

Purchased first parsonage at 605 E. State St.
from Mr. and Mrs. Ed Henning

Purchased the Ernest Carney house next to
our church for a Sunday School annex

Ground purchased from Bell Telephone
Company and additional property to be
purchased from Cecil Haver

Proposition to build a new sanctuary and
Christian Education building

Last service held in the Old Church

J. A. Raeder Company of Dover hired as
contractors. Demolition of old church
building. During construction of new church
building, services were held in the East
School building and Prayer meetings were
held in the community room of the Nation
Bank of Dover in Newcomerstown

A $90,000.00 promissory note signed for 20
years

Dedication of new church building

Purchased property on north side of the
church for a parking lot

Purchased the Cecil Haver property on the
south side of the church

Purchased the Riverside Drive parsonage
Mortgage Burning Service
Renovated the front of the sanctuary

Established a building fund for an addition
to the building and an elevator

Purchased the property of Dr. Arvind Shaw
at 117 S. River St. at a cost of $5,000.00
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ISLETA METHODIST CHURCH
(§30- fjp

The Union Methodist Protestant Society was organized: lh
;Sszl(some say around 1830) by Rev. Joel_ Dalbv in Moses Mor-
gan's bgtg where the first several meetlngs were held. After

ucted in nearb ‘Union
e organlzatuon, meetings were cond c y:

gan, Mr._and Mrs, dnseph MulvgngL_Mr and.MLsL_Jnhn\§;w§tguj;

ggthgz4ne*£thcher, Joseph Evans and. Jenkins whlteside;'ﬁurlng

‘¥ this time Newcomerstown n_belonged to the - COshocton Circujt. In

H
,
.,

\ p

k"

1840 a great Trevival was held here on the plains. In 1842

‘Coshocton Circuit was divided, with the Tuscarawas River being

the dividing line, reunltl_g agﬁjn_tncla&& but dividing in 847

reuniting- Iatgr in I_ggdgythg\ggryed by the same manlsters_

untll 1936, B

B

Some of the first preachers serving our: church_were the

Reverends Baker, Thrapp,-staphcnshxﬂgmllton, Hissey KWelég)ﬂﬁfYJ

Fisher and Jennlngs.

e e s st R T E e NN S

The first record of a pastor s salary was $100 per year,
but by the year 1899 ‘Newcomerst Isleta were paying $825
for. a2 minister. The land for the site of our present church was
‘donated b% Henry and William Wolfe, and'ﬁabulldlng erected in
the year | ‘)Ihe carpenter was Lewis Combg Newcomerstown
Mission: -also built a church about this time (1859-1860). This

is also called the "Little White Church" and was situated just

east of the present Presbyterlan Church on Canal St. in New-
ptw Mo Py je Aeva !
comerstown. “ /

In 1877 and 1878 the College St. Methodist Church was
built at the COIlege St. location. We have been so~closely con-
seems necessary here. |n_fact_‘the|r .church had_its origin in
Moses Morgan®s_barn. and_we held. classes, as they were called,
as a group until the Little White Church was built and our own
church was erected. From the year 1858 until 1900 our church
history is rather vague although our r membership .records seem to

be very complete.

In 1909 under the leadership or ministry of Rev. Ezra D.

Schoolhouse. 4;~»wJ &:WVL[mp ; ’“ry fén,}yy& >
‘Wéome .of the charter members were Mr and ‘Mrs. Moses Morz

WWF and Mrs. John ‘Mulvane, Mr. and Mrs. @ggﬁgg_Lglghnlnggrniﬂg_ J

_Beck, our church was remodeled inside and out.

‘topped windows were replaced with_arched ones; a new floor was
lald and seats |nstalled .and the wa]ls redecorated. At thus

Protestant- Church w-t ,,v{ %

From 1910 to 1936 the Isleta Church and the Newcomerstown
churches were served by the same ministers, the listing of

which you will find on another page of the program.

In 1936 a decision was made to withdraw from Newcomerstown
church and Rev. 0. V. Sharrock, -a retired pastor living in

West Lafayette was appointed to be our minister and he served
us faithfully for four years, having services every Sunday. -

“ In 1940 Rev. C. D. Firster, Fresno, was appointed to this
church and was w1th us the next 10 _years. During this time,
several improvements were added to the building--that is, rais-
ing it and .adding a basement, including a coal furnace and
kitchen (in 1946 and '1947). From 1950 to ‘1954 Rev. Ethel M.
Reese served our congregation, adding many new names" to the
church roll.

In 1954 we united with Plainfield as a charge and Rev. Don
Yaussy was_appointed as pastor, serving both churches every
Sunday Under his ministry a building program was comtemplated
and plans formed with a building committee being named.

In November 1957 Rev. Floyd S, Stephans came here from
Indiana. In the winter of 1958 many members of the congregation
felt our church facilities were inadequate and that we should
attempt to do something about it. In the Summer and Fall of
1958 plans were completed and an addition was built to the
church on_the North and West sides. The addition to the West
lncludes three Sunday Schgnl_LgQM§~and parlor. The addition to
the North |ncludes one Sunday School room, more space for the
auditorium and the basement entrance. In the basement under
the new wing,

RATTRLA T

oil fired heating plant and restroom facilities have been added.

Our present building is the result of the efforts of both
the pastor and the church members. Present membership is 163
with some in the 6th generation.

The _square
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|
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ISLETA METHODIST CHURCH LIST OF MINISTERS SERVING NEWCOMERSTOWN AND ISLETA
"HOMECOMING SERVICE (981~ Rar, ‘
1882-1886 Rev. L. Bowman
PRELUDE "Lead Kindly Light" by Pensuti--Grace Anne Hoobler I886v|887~Rev. S. A. Fisher Salary $600
1887 1888 Rev. F. A. Brown, Salary $700
"PROCESSIONAL AND HYMN #280 "Onward Christian Soldiers"” 1889-1890° Rev. W. S. Cairns Salary $700
1890-1891 ‘Rev. W. 0. Scott
CALL TO WORSHIP.vvvertnervanense et esrastreaaeessaes Rev. Stephens 1891-1892 Rev. M. L. Jennings Sélary $1000
1892-1898 Rev. S. A. Fisher Salary $875, then $900
CHORAL RESPONSE, "Almighty Father™. ....vvcevvennren. Jeslln nliern ein e choir 1898-1899 Rev. C. W. Stephenson Salary $825
1899-1904 Rev. C. E. Sheppard
WELCOME......ivvune TR T ANSIS 5 mot 21 ie 3w G/Re E Hm s uws e Rev. Stephens 1904-1905 Rev. Wolfe
1905-1906 Rev. Jackson Salary $650
"SCRIPTURE LESSON:.v.vvu.s I o heia e e e e w6 g & TR Dr. Kellogg 1906 Rev. Jackson returned and resigned to take charge
of a new church in lowa.
PRAYER..ceveunnn S T o e e W R e e o e Dr. Williams 1907 ‘Rev. George Shurtz filled out the term

1907-1909 Rev. E. D. Beck
CHORAL RESPONSE "Hear Our Prayer, 0 LOrd™.....eeeveeseeenees choir

Many of the above ministers served both-the Newcomers-
HYMN -#239 "Softly-And Tenderly" town College Street Church and the Isleta Church. All of the
following ministers served both churches.

HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH..v.vvveiranenrarans T Roy D. Fletcher _
1910-1912 Rev. Lafayette Bowman again
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY "Andante Cantabile"™ by Stickles 1912-1916 Rev. R. 'P. Hubnall Salary raised to $1100
1916-1919 Rev. A. E. Black Salary $1150
RECOGNITION OF OLD AND NEW MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 1919-1926 Rev.. L. C. Momberg Salary $1300
1926-1927 Rev. I. M. McVey Salary $1700
TR10--Norma Deich, Grace Anne Hoobler and Kenneth Porcher 1927-1935 Rev. C. E. Jeffers
1935-1936 Rev. J. Cecil Cottrill

RECOGNITION OF FORMER MINISTERS '
It was at this time that the Isleta Church became a seperate
CLOSING PRAYER IN SONG BY THE CHOIR-- charge and was served by the following ministers:
"The Lord Bless You and Keep You"

1936-1940 -Rev. 0. V. Sharrock Salary $300
BENEDICTION. i v ittt ittt encnnnnsennnensnsnssnnnnennns Rev. Stephens 1940-1950 Rev. C. D. Firster

1950- 1954 Ethel M. Reese —
POSTLUDE "Postlude in A" by Thomas 457
;%~|4 Isleta united with Plainfield and became a part of the

Isleta<Plainfield charge.

1954- 1957 Rev. Donald A. Yaussy~ qu 3 .-02stlend. &ww v

1957-1960 Rev. Floyd Stephens ~ /77,7 ?fzf
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