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Hi9 ory of The Temperance Tavern Museum 

Anurew Creler ame to Newcomerstown prior to 1818 , probably in 
o ne of l.he f 1rst caravans of immigrants brought here by Njcholtt.s 
N i g hb1r from Morris Counly, New Jersey. He married 18 May 1818 to 

1 i z abe lh Neighbour, eldest daughter of Nicholas. He first resided 
a bout Lwo mtles soulh of Newcomerstown on the Post Boy Road, where 
he f a rm e d and conducled a tavern in his home. They were the 
pa r An t s of five children, Clark, Catherine, Anna, Elizabeth and 
And re w Jackson. When his wife died after the birth of his fifth 
c hild in 1829 1 he sent for his sisler, Sarah Plum Creter to come 
.o Ne wcomerstown to care for his cl1ildren. She also helped serve 

pa trons in the tavern. The Post Boy road was not a busy 
l horoughfnre so in 1841 he removed to Newcomerstown and built the 
p r e R .nt Temperence Tavern near the thriving Ohio Cana I and near 
l he Old State Road where many traveling by stagecoach and 
horseback stopped overnight. Many travelers were seeking new 
homes, some prospectors going westward to seek their fortunes. 

The Tavern was built of black walnut which grew abundantly in the 
vicinity. The origina1 floors can be seen today with their square 
handmade nails. The staircases are of the original walnut timber. 
No two doors have the same locks and all are located at different 
levels from the fJoor. 

Guests were ushered into the basement tavern room where they 
could warm themselves and were served a hearty meal before the six 
foot fireplace. The original fireplace is still in place as well 
as the huge walnut serving table 1 cabinet and oven for baking 
bread and warming food. 

After 
to the 
night. 
virtual 
and was 

the evening meal and conversation lhe overnighters were led 
attic room where they were given cots and bedding for the 

Andrew then locked the door to the attic and they were 
prisoners for the night. He was fearful of being robbed 

protective of his family living in the house, also. 

The Temperance Tavern had only four owners before it was sold in 
1973 to the Newcomerstown Historical Society. They were Andrew 
Creler, Lel lan Shoemaker, Titus Weaver and Harold Rivers. It is 
the aim of the Historical Society to collect, preserve, and pass 
on to the n ex t genera t i on s a r t i fa c t .s , h i s t or i es • t ex t i I es and any 
items pertaining to the History or Newcomerstown. 
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TUE FIP,3'1' INN !N NEWCOMERSTOWN 
. . ;1 i . ;. 

taverna in the e&l"l.y tl.mea pertoraed in 1-portant. tu.notion in t.be growth of vlll.aues. 
~ ~ : ... ~ :· . ·. ·. -. 

A constant; at.ream of inocnin& aet.t.lera who mad• their way to the west. b7 tedious, toil· 
!#': \ ' · .. ;._:(·;-:·~ _. l· ,··!-:". \.-. :;,· .. ~· . ~ . 

ao111e jotJ.me7tt, and ot prospectors to r J:uture hcmiee, euppl1$.i them with an abundance ut 

guest:,. In those t.lmes .. provisions were also udet a-t tb& Tavern for the traYel~'s thirst. • 
. ·-· ~ ' ·!, ' '. 

and at the bar, liquors oo.lld alW&,ys be obkined• 
·,' ;- : • ... ~ ~1 J ·-~i~ .}! .. ; 

300$1'1.t-t~ IH Tnmr .. li\RLY TlllR'l'IES THE FOLLO.WIHG ACCOUNT ~/Aj PuBL!S.ti?;DJ 
~ ~ - . -~- .. ~' -·~ .> •. ;· . 

Back in the days of 1841 when tho stageoonohes were the !ogue and thirt.y m.Ues a day 
.:. .. • -- • • - • - , • . ..... ·: !- ·" ,.. _ _. • ·, : ~ -- .• L :-~:~-· .. . ,---. . - - ·: 'i.~ - : • . ·. 

was considered JiCod travelin&• Andrew Cret&r built. .a Tavern 0 1 ... t of the innumerable black-
--. ~ ~- _., ;• : . :~ :~ n.;1 -_, ~;!~; 

\llalnu.t trees durrounding Nettfcomorstown, then a little hamlet on the crossroads. ·rravelers 

woul.~ make it. their headq_u.art.•rs on lona jou.rneya. 

. . ,. . :: . ·. _~..:-, t. :_-r ~ .· .: -· t ---~.:..-d· ·! .. ~ ·~+v: ~:.~v r-:--.: 
.Lollan Sh<>eAAker .. may set.tJ.u down for a peaooful evening before the bla.zine l<>i firo, which 
- _-. • • , ; ·,, ~~ • , - ;: -:~~ ::~ ... -•• -. ~ 1 ... ~ .. 1_.~~: ·.:li~ "·;:1A1.tv' t i., · -.. 
once was al.so a haven tor Ule weuy V!V'-.far•r• : 

The old "Temperance Bou.se Tavern. Prop• Ap.drew Ct<eter" still hold.a the ohtlm. of its 
·- - · · . . · :-; -~.· .. : : · · . - --~ ·.'\f L~~; · :·'i ~-1: · -: •. \>:- -· • 

former days ror:. th• new Own&l'fh In the e.arly". 'da1s. Sa.rah Crater, i\ndrett• s siet.el", greeted 
·. ·· :·· .. ~~ :.~,-- ~._ :. -~ :· .-. \1··1~-, ih.::·~:- ·.s..t ·.-· 

t..ruvelert at t..he door and e&OOJ"t.00. them to the OOZJ' ld.tchem. g · ~r" 8. fi;reat, SiX•f'oot. open 
!·. "_·, : I_ -··: . ..' 'f·;~il:'li.)"1;-!' .. ~-. · 

tireplacs radiated l.t& o<lm!ort.ina warmth tnrouahout t.he r')om. 
. .. .. ~-; . ': ' . '; . ·:··;. ~ ·: .: . . ; ~ :~ !:·. 

J : ~ 1 · .• . - ~ ; ~ .· ;_ ·_: • •.· - '~· .":l i - ~- .: . - . 
le:.i.d the Visitors up three £lights to the triangular r-oom beneath the sharp slanting eaves 

. -· - .. . ·:_ -... :! ·. '; ~ -" . :~ i ·;i~ -. ~ '.'.- "1 . 

precautions vere taken ngainst. robbery,, by alosing thfJ heavy black ""&lnut door and turnini 
. ~· ' \ - ~-~ . -'": . ' . ·. ; ' .· .. 

' . : · 
Toda7 t.be. at..tio s~ntls baro and col.d, Witb onl.t huae tloorboards. a.00 -.ell-worn attic 

• ~ ~ -t ;_ - . ·:.-. t. -;-·: '· -~ rt 1 · .. : ~· - 1 ;~- - ·~: ; •• -- ' . 

eta.ire to recall the da;ys ot al.most. a oant'1ll7 lli<h Liown in the b.<i5ement.• however, t.h$ kit-
· ,. : · ... -:.._ -·~- ~ ~l ·:. - '.·. ". ·:L·: f-: . ·, .... :-:.·· ... _.,. 

chon with its big flroplace otanda ·aa it uid in t.ho st.Hf;eooach era. 
; ·. . . ,·'_-·· . ~ ., ~ . ' .. 
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. . Mr. Shoemaker and hia · pnint.el"" •orked •ny ~¥• t.o aorape Qff e.1.l the old paint a.nd dust 
,/ 
,.. frOlll the ro0ms• .. neneath the a•Y•ral. ~oats of whl.t~:..waah and ding paint sho1fed a boa.ut1f'ully 

erained: bl.nck walnu.t frllJl\ework. In t.beso days. such ..,od is too expensive for most. con-

struct.1on work,· but hel'e Marl.$ all t.hft bra.Mist beams. panels, t.~bles, floors '<mi ati1irs are 

made from 1 t• Mani bcmrda aom& iii ()v~ \wo t~et' . in widtlh 

1·0. trans.tom t.M.tl' basement. roam 00.ok to t.h~r; d~ftf re'v'ered. · in so mar,a Gldsters• t.l~or:1os, 

a long· serVlng bbl.e Va.a r•..W.soov~reaf and placod at ' tho toot. of the ·st.Rir& where it. lmSt 

- yettrs &&0• 'l'he . firep1ace·· ls Ale<) il1e e!.1119a th$ . •:tnglng . crane fl'Ol"l which the bl.aokenec:i 

aa.uldrbn hung an·:! the stone-lined· ~- at.ill s;rmbolieing t.heir crude "Waya. 

The original. ho~111 tiret>lace andirons a:t'tl t~7 uaed. often ba- their pr6sent owners. 

Memories or .. the old-um.·· arpeitt.# and'· f'o~. wrk : ar.e . •Yer p~sent thrOU6bo11t the 

house·• Many or·,,tbe 1A\;Ch98t ··tut" two It which are;'l.\t. We· sam$ height from the. floor• a.re oon ... 

a1del'a~·· •ant ana: nstet:h . . Cl9wl- . Woi"k is •:widen~ tri ... pUC•$· ~l.thoi.tfi1h pain.ataldng &ff orts 

. were made t.o po\lnd their .. hand;.;m.de_ ·ria11s in th$ ri~~ plioe. . . 

MOst of ·~~~ attic ·t.lilbit}'s··are .htld. t.~~othel"· ~: wu:....r~.tted join~ri tind woOden pegs. 

· The west ba:Gm1ient door• al&~{bUi,i:t: tttit or~ b1JilOit · ~inu~t ba~f ~en. exposed to t.he ~,~at.lier for 

~ ;rears·;" and 18 ~till· i·~· ·~a~U.ent .01111~it.ion ·art.t ha:s ~e-v:.r be'en .paint.e«. 
' 

. Leading from th~ h~vt ·planked 'fioor. ot the··):it1aement: up ·the'· st~ira to ·th•. first · floor, a 

- T~l'J ·atr1k1;ng·~ril~•~ 'k1t0he1a: riree.ta 'tne 9ye ·ot the Yia1tori, o~~,. ot tnf) most modem 

k1t-cheiur ·s.n MeWoorlerstown ._s. b9e:1l· built. · ~ &nlitthtt.n· Mrs. ShOema~er•a -tsek. · They retut'ned 

earl;Y'· this month ·.(Tom ~tlieh' :~ne .· triif t .o Cuba;,; ' 

' · Old 1atch..istr11la lock~ ·~uif jiuatrtif·tlu!f h•e against intru.111.on.: In' every- inst.""nee, it 

1a "1.dfmt'"tba~~1co.batruot1otf· Wi·ti ·fiu1d.a· by the; hand of n&cassity ra:t,.her.: than beaut)"• Yet 

today 'btieu ·crude article• prennt an a~~ract1'14!t front to the visito.r. ·. 

Addi~ ~o·: the former: tavern•'s a.p~~·· · Mr~ ~kei' .. has used .1voey paint to eowr 

t.htt eXpoSed COrfte~ brtlC$8 ·~t\\tli:t ti(;or ~B• · The 'Walnut.: dot>i-a· &r• 1n t.heir· Mt~l color lltld 
. . . . 

the ~rain shows•clearly, ·The· l®&• iaw~~illr.g~ 'U.vi~ rooa ·has boon conv~i-~ G:tck into 

A col.ox-f'Ul. ~tiine" with · a n9* wtl.l paper. aPtist.104ll.r covered. 'wit.h light brown colonial 

ladloa '.tnd ' flGa~'· clntm."!1ori colorOd' sheep. ··t. COrftc~ cu.pboard lngsJd.ou.alJ hidO.S SU,:im · pipit.If 
• ' • ' . • • • • : : • • • • # • -~ • : •• ~ ' ~ • • ' f • • 

- mua caruated tloors tmd several at.tractive 'print:s on t.he ~lls t.urn the frol!ll'Jr crud.9 dWftll• 



.. /" J 
/ U11na1ita _1-he ~_oms ar, aa ~itt!ront. _a.a t~e1 b'J.:s~en\ and fir.Jt•floor kitchen. One 

: roore has ~an turntshed "1.th e&rl7. _American turltlt.ure• whil• a.not.her presents a. ~uoh more 
: ... .. .. .. • .. •• ; k : • •• ·.. • , ... : : • • • • • • :1 : . ; . .. . . . . .: . 

Radiators h-ow rop1ace: the 01a ... rashio1'ek:f _r1r'6plaoes.-·-.-Th•· chimneys. however. st.111 rfllllllilL 

aa pa1-t o.t' the"' hou~e~· .. !~· ''1te ati'.iOt at. t1t•S\" 1l~iloe at 't.b•t: one has th~ 11nprttsl$1.0n they 

are f'Ailing" oV•~• ··.'rbe·:· tounta't.101$ for th'9: .house bad been· laid f'il"st..· tnon the house bull\ 

· oYez.· i.t• ' ·in· tibi!ddng tb9 cbi.luUsy,· bit1•11.,.er1· iUsoal.cuJ.a.t.ed the hole proYided. 1n the roof 

and ~n ~had- to; lay their briokif .,,.ootc.ti!l to C·;)!M 01.1t th• right. place. One obimney was out -~ 

' .f··~1ece bf th• old Ta~errt1'8iali ' 1als"diS<SOYetied b7 ·paint.er.s on t.he east basement door 

·' tra:m.• ·. In· t.i~d Wo49n ltibt.tt~I· ~il· 'wiird# ·--temperance Rou$• 'l'av•m• iU\drMJ Cr•'t.er* Prop* 

·~~~ 'aui1:~1~liem1b'.l•• :. Artft" Wti- ·p~n or t.lie· house•: "" contractor brou.ght to u ·aht a l@!i 

_ ;. ·ith~· ;Ui- · •g•a paid; ror :oonsvuot.lon 4;f· ·\he T~••rn-60 cents a day was the pay for a. 

lab0r9r·· bU\ ll0M1 ms eoaree in 'those Oai•• .;, FQOd :wad the . mUll•&\&7 for' bArt.el'ing1 pickled 
' 

;:,,~k beifl&" I.tow at two" ~eta a pound~ and oth•l'\'iutilt.e at. :smuar prio••· !.'Veq once !.n a 

"',.Vfille~ a 'not.ioi·:-$dt ··"tO PolciOOk...-One ··gallon Wbi!k•7t 40 cont.a." 

So 1~ 1'8 thro\iat1 the ettort•" ot ii·s · pnunt' e>wnr that t.be old tavern b.a.s been oriihtaneci 

i t~ l-a2* al~ With ' othett ' hci;Me iii th& Yill&ae •. ·.:fl\• exterior has bsen pnnted white with 

;,_;irnn llh•twra-a .. old po:roh•e 'atn()oiud ·ort. :ind n.nt 'ones i!Ji'eOtect in the1r· pl.Ace, and improve-

ments .ad. in the lanrl11capiD;t 06ce 1t10Nt will this donftl"ted. Inn, which once welcomed the 

wea:rj t:f..Y.ler.-_· __ b4J·. opened to Mende and nsitore :- sht>Vintf that ·~Yen th• same Ohio hospi-

-· · tal1 "1 i-~ns• . aithouan ·. iiditii :a · century :ta~.r~ c 
'~ .. ;· . 

... : soKmM1 IM ?flg ·KARLY SIXTilsi "" " · · ... ,. · · ·1" : 

· .. . · It. ~ti oAiy. proper \kt/th• tnhabi\anti ot 1.th18 bOl!ltt be the sort to vel.oOf!l• wear;; 

·. t~·Yel.'1-s, 1 Aiid ~ ao·1t is th&t·~· Amt Hi'ai 1 ' tfiltt'Wer ' a~ "the prop,•a 0£ tho Mod•rn Frontior 

Mot..lt ·and ao· brtfl3G·u_p ·to'. dat,.e g ·.tor7:t..bat . stlr\ef.l 'w1th 'tme'·toWlh · 

· IN APRIL, 197:}. t.he T~er~noe · &>us• Tii-.ra htMia• tb9-~party ot· tu• Nowomarstovn Hi sto1·ialll 
! • ~ 

~ ~ • ' • - - • • • • • " J - - • I ;, . _, • .. 

-·sooi•t7, wnt> ld.ll roatore'it• as rlMl'lt 11.a pose1bl•·'·t.o.1ts ori,inal 8.ppNrance, and who will 

make or 1.t a muselDt and a lahdark ot Whi.Oh th& t.oun may Jaatly be proud. 
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Cooley Hotel 

The Cooley Hotel is a never completed hotel in Newcomerstown, Ohio. It used as a showroom and repair 
shop for farm machinery, office and manufacturing space for a canvas product company, and as a museum. 

Construction on the four-story hotel began in late 1929 by John W. Cooley,2 who was the owner and 
operator of the Fountain Hotel on Bridge Street. The hotel was originally proposed at Bridge and Church 
streets, but a committee from the local Chamber of Commerce suggested a location along West Canal 
Street instead. Proposed inside were 44 sleeping rooms, coffee shop, a barber, kitchen, private dining 

~ 

6/24/17, 9:10 AM 



Cooley Hotel - Abandoned by Shennan Cahal http://abandonedonline.net/locations/commercial/cooley-hotel/ 

rooms and public toilets. Seventeen of the rooms would contain private baths and 24 rooms featured 
running water. 

The building cost $150,000 but was never finished after financial difficulties plagued Cooley.3 5 The hotel, 
sans minor construction details, was essentially completed by late 1930. On January 17, 1931, the unfinished 
building was sold at a sheriffs sale to Charles Loader for $26,000; it was appraised at $39,000.4 Ownership 
was later passed into the hands of the First National Bank.3 

In the July 1941 Elks magazine, an advertisement, taken out by Newcomerstown BPOE 1555, stated that the 
lodge is willing to purchase the building if a "practical hotel man" agrees to finance its completion and to 
manage it.3 The BPOE 1555 would occupy the top floor with the remainder of the building used as a lodge. 

The prolonging of World War II caused a shortage of housing in Newcomerstown.6 On July 24, 1943, federal 
National Housing Agency proposed to finance the completion of the Cooley Hotel to house 30 employees 
of the Heller Bros. tool plant, who were having to travel long distances to work at the factory. Despite the 
assistance from the government, there was still 530 employees at Heller Bros. that needed shorter 
commutes. Gasoline and tire rations also added to the housing shortage. The closure of the war led to the 
project being abandoned. 

On May 18, 1944, the unfinished hotel was sold to Clyde E. Schumaker, a sales and service representative 
1 for the John Deere Company. Schumaker planned to use the basement and first floor of the hotel for a 

showroom and for the repair of farm machinery, with the goal of finishing the upper three floors. In 
mid-1960, the building was used by Globe Specialities, makers of canvas products, and employed eight.5 

Mid-Ohio Canvas operated the business in 1975 when it made the decision to relocate to Columbus. 

The Newcomerstown Historical Society purchased the Cooley building in August 1976 to use as the 
Newcomerstown Cultural and Study Center adjacent to their Temperance Tavern Museum. 5 7 The purchase 
was made possible through the generosity of Shannon Rodgers, a new York dress designer for Jerry 
Silverman. Rodgers also donated a collection of 500 antique gowns and dresses that were to be displayed 
in the Cooley building. 

After years of vacancy, the Cooley Hotel - never used for its intended purpose, is slated for demolition in 
2016.8 

~ Sources 
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The nistory of the 
Coole Hotel b.uilding 

be. Cooley eventually lost 
the building in 1931 and 
the structure was sold at a 

It was just four months sheriff's sale for $26,000. 
from the devastating Wall The building sat vacant 
Street crash of 1929 and for many years and at one 
the beginning of what time a hospital was being 
America knew as the Great considered to occupy the 
Depression. structure. 

Hotel entrepreneur John In the early 1960s, it 
Coole.y had a dream of a housed Globe Industries 
great, new modem hotel which was a small fac~ 
for Newcomerstown. tory that manufactured 

According to a news clip- mattresses, and cushions. 
ping from the June 9, 1929, The factory either ceased 
edition of the Columbus production, or relocated 
Dispatch, a new four-story after several years. The 
brick and terra cotta hotel building was once again 
is being planned to be vacated, then was eventu-
constructed in the middle ally sold to New York City 
of the business district in fashion designer, Shannon 
Newcomerstown. The cost Rogers whom had family 
for the new hotel is at roots in Newcomerstown. 
$~50,000. The building The building was planned 
will be 50 foot high, and to house Rogers's fashion 
90 foot depth. collection until Rogers 

Cooley, the owner _ decided to donate his 
of the Fountain Hotel collection to the Kent 
(located next to the State University School 
Newcomerstown Union of Design archives. The 
Depot) is planning for the building was then donated 
new hotel building to have to. the __ Newcomerstown 
fifty rooms, a lunch room, Historical Society 
dining room, barber shop, who used it for storage 
and spacious lobby with for several years. The 
textured walls. The hotel Newcomerstown Chamber 
will be of fire proof con- also held dinners in the 
struction. The interior· fin- structure over the years, 
ish of the first level will and the Historical Society , 
be of black walnut wood also had used the building 
with a terrazzo floor. The for several of their events, 
remainder of the building ?De being a quilt show dur-
will be finished in gum mg the _1976 Bicentennial 
wood. The building is of celebration. 
an Italian Rennaisance The current owner, 
design. The architect for David Kinsey of Dover, 
the project is Ray Sims. purc~ased the prop-

Following the Oct. 29, e:rty m 1991 with inten-
1929, Wall Street crash hons of developing it. 
and many, many persons, The propert~ has taken _ 

· and businesses all over a maJor decline over the 
the United States loosing past seyeral years and is 
thousands of dollars with- now bemg ordered by the 
in one day, Cooley halted Tuscarawas County Health 
the project. Department to be razed 

The building was left due . to Newcomerstown 
standing in the midst of officials being concerned 
unfinished construction, with the run-down appear-
never to be completed. ance, and potentially 
The upper floors were unsafe conditions. 
never completed, the inte- Effective on March 1, 
rior was basically nothing 2016, Kinsey was given 
more than a shell of dream 45 days to have the struc-
of what is was intended 0 ture razed. 

William Casteel/Newcomerstown Newi 
The Cooley Hotel in Newcomerstown _ 



By Jon Baker . 
GateHousce Medfa Ohio 

Jolin Cooley q£Newcom-
erstown bad a colorful career 
as a hotel owner ?Dd th.e pro-
prietor of a shoWboat. the 
Wonderlaiid,tbat plied the 
Mississippi and Ohio rivers 
in the early 20th century. 

"John Cooley, a giant of a 
man, more than six feet tall 
andheavy-set, was ~y-go­
ing and fl,m-loving; some-
h~w one got the impression 
that a joke or a good story 
was always in the offing," 
was how he was described 
in ti)e,b.oi>k; ."Showboats: 
The History Qf an American 
Institution," by Philip Gra-ham: . . 

· Cooley's "genial good na-
ture". was evidenton his 
showboat. 

"Unlike most of his com-
Petitors, lie ignoied melo-
drama to specialize in co~ 
edy, With vaudeville and 
specialties between the acts 
of the play," Graham wr9te. 
,. A typieal handbill promised 
a play •. 'A Foxy ~che~or; a 
comedy of domeStic life, to 
be presented, we are as-
sured, 'for laugblng pur-
poses Only.'" 

Cooley was bom-0n Dec. 
20, 1867, in the sman 
Coshocton County commu-
nizyofOrange. H~ married 
Raebel Alexander ori Nov. 
7, 1894, and they became 
the parents of three cbil-

· dren. . 
In 1895, he putcbased the 

· · -- JoeWright GateHouse Media Ohio 
Hotel ownel' John .Cooley began work on th~s hotel 

in New.comel'~ClW!'..JJ'_l ?.29 b~t .was. 11ever ~ble .to 
.complete it. 

wouldn't float. . 
· ~etime Jah:~{a fl.60d 

.swept her down the river," 
Cooley told the Neweomer~ · 
stown News. "'That was the 
lastleversawofher." . 

Cooley tetunied toNew-
comerstown to operate the 
Fmmtain Hotet 
· In the spring of 1929, Coo-

ley announced plans to build 
a mod~ four-story hotel in 
town. 

"Mr. and Mrs.· Cooley 
have conducted a succeSsful 
hotel business.here for µiany 
years, and are to be com-
mended for th~ enterprise 
iii deciding to erect and oper-
ate 'a.modern hotel which 
will fill a long.felt need," the· 

Fountain Hotel ori .Bridge tertainments at all riverSide· newspaper commented. 
Street in Newcomerstow;i;i. towns ohny considerable · . 'f.hatsummer, work~ . 
near the Pennsy!Vania~ sire," the Newcomersfowu· on the hotel, 10cated on W. 
road train station. The two-: News reported on April 25, Canal Street It was.~ 
story frame hotel, one of ' 1906. · · poSed to have #sleeping 
four in town at that time, · It added, "ThiS is trUly a rooms, a barbershop, la11Il-'. . 
got its name from a founWn · 20th century ideal corulolida- . dry, coffee shop, public and 
in the yard. · . tion of entertainment, private dining rooms, 

According to the New~- amusement 3Jld business · kitchen and public toilet;;. 
erstown News. the h9tel had which may prove a great sue- Seventeen of the room8.were 
15 rooms in addition to two cess. if care be taken to make to contain private baths and 
adjacent business rooms,.the , it strictly first-class and of 24 toom8 would have run-: 
lobby, the dining roolll;: . high order, which no doubt Iling·water. The roomS on 
kitchen and lunch counter. · will be done." the first floor were to have a 
The Fountain Hotel, like the During the summer ternizzo fl0or finiSh. . " · · · 
other hotels in town, catered months, the Wonderland Unfortunately, Cooley ran 
to the traveling salesmen played at all towns along the . into financial problems. and 
who went from town to town Ohio River .. At Cairo, Ill, it construction was abandoned 
selling their wares. The hotel went north Oil the Missis- on the half-finished structure. 
was filled to capacity nearly sippi River as far as Red In recent years, village offi-
every night Wing. Minn. Then it turned cia1s have been discus&og 

In 1906, Cooley decided to · south; going all the way to tearing do\vn the old hotel 
go into the showboat busi- New Orleans. In the winter building, which has become 

~partnership with J~ 
Hagen. Cooley bad the Won-
derland bUilt in West Vrr-
gioia at a cost of $9,ooo. 
Equipment for the boat~ 
creased the cost t.o $27,000 
($761,000 in 2018 dollars). It 
bad seating for 500 people. 

"This novel, modernly de-
vised steamer will make its 
initial trip in a few weeks, go-
ing eastward. giving en-

months. the boat was docked ~.eyesQre. 
at Point Pleasant, W.Va. . Cooley retired fl,'.om the 

The doren actors on the li6tel business in 1935. He 
boat a1so 1iad to senie as sold the Fountain Hotel to 
stagehands and orchestra . the Darrell 0. Beiter Post of 
musicians. . · the Veter.ms of Foreign 

The Wonderland contill- Wars in June 1946. The 
ued to operate tmtil 1918, VFW met there for 10 years 
when the pilot ran it aground until the building was oon-
off the West Virginia shore . · demnedby the state in 1957 
and knocked out the bottonl; ·.~ and tom down. · · · 
The boat was repaired, but Cooley died in May 1950 
the water was so low that it . atage .83. 

< 
·, !!' .. 



If a successful event can ·the-idea ota developer's 
be known 'as "bringing eye some 90 years ago. . 

· do-wn the house," then In the spring of 1929, 
. bringing·down a four-story John Cooley, who operated 

. ; hotel building near down- the Fauntain Hetel in New-
. · town Newcomerstown will conierstown, annoUllced 

be a true party. plans to build a mod~rn 
The Cooley Hotel is four-story hotel iri town. • 

scheduledto be imploded Jon.Baker of The Times-
. on Sept. 11, according to Reporter wrote an histori" 

Joe Riley, president and cal feature about Cooley in 
CEO of TR Construction, May of this year and 
Inc., who was on site Tues- ·.·quoted an artiCle from The 
day afternoon with a crew ·· Newcomer.stown News in 

· making preparations for the 1929. . 
demolition. The hotel, lo- "Mr. and Mrs. Cooley 

and operate a modern hotel 
. which willfill a long-felt 

need."· 
That sumil1er, work be- · 

gan on the hotel; fo>cated on 
. W. Canal Street. It was sup-
posed to have 44 sleeping 
rooms, a barbersq9p, laup-
qcy, coffee shop! pµblic and 
private dining rooms, · 
kitchen and .publidailets. 
Seventeen of the rooms · 
were to contain .pnvate 
baths and 24 rooms would 

. Ray Booth, Correspondent cated on Canal Street be;- have conducted a successful 
Preparation has started for the demolition of the tween the Temperance hotel business here for 

· have mnning water. The 
rooms' on the first floor 
were to have a terraz.zo · · 
floor finish. ~ · 

old Cocdey Hotel _·on Bridge Street in TavernMuseumandCanal manyyears;andar~tobe 
Newcomerstown. The str\lcture is scheduled to be River Auto Sales, bas been commended for their enter-
lmptoded on Sept. 11. · · · vacant since the day _it was prise in deciding to erect 

. t.Jnfortunately, COoley 

s'ee Page Al I Hotel 

ran into ffuancial problems, and construction was aban-
doned on the half-finished structure. In recent years, vil-
lage officials have beef!. discussing tearing down th~ old 
hotel building, which. has become an eyesore. · 

COOiey retired from the betel business in1935. He sold 
the.Fountain Hotel to the Darrell 0. Beiter Post of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars in Jt,llle 1946. The VFW met there for 

' . ~ 

' . .; ' ' . ' .:..f ; 
10 years untiil the building was condemned by the state in use of any explosives, but with use bf a speciaHechnique of / 

'1957 and tom down. .... . , Cl!tting into the stntcture layer by· layer uptil it ~owly ,~1- ( · 
Cooley died in May 1950 at age 83. ' lapses in a straight downward fashion. The village repor.ts 
Newcomerstown Mayor Patrick Catj.le recently gave a re- that they will be recommending ariyone :within a two block 

port to village council, and accoreiing to the report, several rafilus to take precautions due to an extensive amount of 
local establishments are contributing-to the cost, and donat- dust tbatwill be created from the implosion'. 
ing their time, or equipment for the demolition, including ~Once the site is filled-in and stal:iilized a parking lot will be 
the Newcomerstown }'listorical Society, the Baptist Church, constructed and utiliied by. the NewcomerstoW11 Hisfori¢al 
American Legion and Little's Tr~ SeMce. It was reported S&iety, the American.Legion and the Baptist Church. " . 
that the cost for the fill7in.of the structitre's b11sement founda'- ' Mayor Cadle also saittthe parking lot will be helpful during 
tion is $38,000. · "· the annual Cy Yeung' FestiVal · · . 

The building dem.olition is plariJ:led via impl9sion, not with ·Jon Baker of The Times-Reporter contribl!lted to thls..·story: · 

... 

'~ ..... ... ~--~··'-'---~"'----"· 



During fue Civil War, 
General Morgan led a raid 
into Ohio, which went 
through Guernsey County 
before Morgan and his men 
were captured near East 
Liverpool. In the painting, ' 
General Morgan is depicted 
leading his men in battle. 
Morgan's Raid has been a 
.part of Guernsey County 
lore ever since the · inci-
dents in July of 1863. 

• Local ·histo rian Rick 
Booth has written articles 
about Morgan's Raid, call-
ing it ".a.n unusual affair, 
conducted against orders in 
mid-1863. From his base in 
Tennessee, Morgan had 
been ordered to take his 
roughly 2,500 cavalrymen 
up into Kentucky as a diver-
sionary move to get Union 
troops to chase him instead 
of attacking some vulnera-
ble Confederate troop posi-
tions in Tennessee. Specifi-
cally ordered to not cross 
the Ohio River, Morgan 
nevertheless did so near 
Mauckport, Indiana, less 
than a week after the twin 
debacles of Lee's defeat at 
Gettysburg and the fall of 
Vicksburg on the Missis-
sippi. Living off the land 
(i.e. stealing food, money 
and horses), his men ma-
rauded eastward, passing 
north of Cincinnati. They 
then tried unsuccessfully to 
re<ross the Ohio River into 
Kentucky at Buffington Is-

- land, located about half way 
between Gallipolis and 
Parkersburg. They were 
narrowly prevented from 
doing so by Union troops 
and gunboats. A few days 

later, Morgan's men crossed 
Guernsey County from the 
southwest to the northeast 
in a desperate attempt to 
get away from pursuing cav-
alry and reach another place 
to cross the Ohio River far-
ther north. 

"Having lost men contin-
uously along the course of 
the raid, General Morgan 
was finally forced to surren-
der near East Liverpool, 
Ohio. 

" ... Sent to the Ohio Peni-
tentiary for ultra-safe keep-
ing, the wily brigadier gen-
eral escaped, made his way 
back to the South, and re-
swned his command of cav-
alry. The Ohio raid and his 
subsequent .flight to free-
dom catapulted Morgan to 
the heights of rock star sta-
tus inside the Confederacy." 

While luck was with Gen-
eral Morgan and six of his 
men in the escape, he was 
not so lucky later in the 
war. 

"By early September, 
1864," Booth wrote, "he 
(Morgan) was leading a 
force of 1,500 men in the 
vicinity of Greeneville, 
Tenn. Underestimating the 
proximity and danger 
posed by Union trpops 
nearby, Morgan opted to 

sleep the night in P~Pe"'red 
luxury at a local . mansion 
rather than tent uncomfort-
ably with his men outside 
the town. When Union 
commanders chose to 
march on Greeneville 
through the night, Mor-
gan's choice of pleasantries 
over safety turned fatal. As 
federal troops approached 
Greeneville, several reports 
came in that Morgan was 
resting in the lightly 
guarded town mansion. 
Two cavalry companies 
were quickly dispatched to 
rush into the town and sur-
round the mansion with or-
ders to bring back Morgan 
dead or alive. 

"General Morgan, 
loathing the thought of ever 
spending time in Union cap-
tivity again, had promised 
his wife he would do every-
thing in his power to avoid 
capture. And so, when con-
fronted by an armed caval-
ryman demanding his sur-
render, Morgan chose to 
run. A shot rang out, and 
the man who barely a year 
before had led Confederate 
forces through Guernsey 
County's Cumberland, , 
Senecaville, Lore City, Old 
Washington, Winterset and 
Antrim fell dead." 

11 



Many, if riot most, Tus- · 
carawas County residents 
are probably unaware that 1 

an individual labeled as 
"the bloodiest man in the 
early annuals of American 
history" was born and 
raised in Dover, Ohio (then 
known as Canal Dover). 

William C. Quantrill was 
infamously known for 
Quantrill's Raid that took 
place in Lawrence, Kansas 
in 1863. Quantrill, and his 
gang of ruffians were re-
sponsible for the mass 
slaughter of 180-plus men, 
and young boys that 
resided in Lawrence (con-
sidered to be an abolitionist 
strong-hold in the Mid-
west). Their intention was 1 
to wipe out the male popu-
lation, crippling the author-

. ity and protection of the 
citizens of Lawrence. 

Quantrill gained his in-
famy during the years of 
the Civil War. According to 
historical accounts, he was 
noted as an enigmatic, in-
triguing character. 
Although he lived only 28 
years he achieved Jµs noto-
riety in a brief period of 1 

time, and his story contin-
ues to have mystery and 
conflict according to histo-
rians. · 

Former Tuscarawas County educator turned terrorist 

Many-accounts have 
been written on Quantrill 
over the years,· and his I 
name has been spelled in 
different variations. 
Quantrill, himself even 
used a variety of spellings 
on his name, and also used 
alias names during his vio-
lent life. Among the alias 
names was the name of 
Charlie Hart, and Captain 
Clark (his middle name was 
Clarke, and his mother's 
maiden name was also 
Clarke). 

Quantrill was born July 
31, 1837 at the family:s res- 1 
idence that was located at 
the comer of Tuscarawas 
Avenue and Fourth Street 
in Dover. Tuscarawas Av-
enue was known as Factory 
Street in 1837. His parents, 
Thomas H. & Caroline 
(Clarke) Quantrill were re- ' 
spected citizens of .Dover. 
Both parents were natives 

_of the state of Maryland. 
His father was a school 
teacher, and began teach- I 
ing in the Canal Dover 
Union School in 1851, later 
becoming the school princi-
pal, a position he held until 
his death. His father is now 1 

regarded as the first school 
superintendent of the · 
Dover school s_ystem. 

-Young Quanfrili followed in 
his father's footsteps, also 
becoming an . educator in 
the Tuscarawas County • 
schools. Q11antrill com-
pleted the requirements for 
a school teaching certific 
cate, and bscame a teacher · 
at the age of sixteen. He 
taught in tb.e Canal Dover 
Union School for one year, 
then transferring to a coun-

. try schoolhouse the follow-
ing school year. 

Quantrill taught in Tus-
carawas County country 
schools until the spring of 
1856, leaving Ohio and 
moving to Illinois that sum-
mer. He began teaching in I 
the Illinois schools in the 
fall of 1856, but Quantrill's 

. life suddenly changed, a 
change that seemed to 
mark a turning point in his 
life. He had written a letter 
to his mother, but said he 
could not disclose the, na-

. ture -of an incident tli~t·had 
taken place. He left Illinois, t 

. moving to Fort Wayne, In-
diana, teaching there very 

rlefly. Quantrill then \ 
'ended up back in Tus-
carawas County, and took a 

· teaching position in a coun-
try schoolhouse near t 
Uhrichsville, but did not 

finish tfie term. He f eft 
Ohio again in March 1857, 1 
this time moving farther 
west, settling in Kansas 
wh~r~ he took a teaching 1 
os1tton.~~::"""""'=~---"""':""' 

'"""'Quantrill never returned 
to Dover and spent the re-
main de r of his life in 
Kansas. He later became 
less involved in the educa-
tion field, and more in-
volved in the Kansas-Mis-
souri border raids that 
were in progress during the 
years of the Civil War. · 
There were various legends 
about Quantrill, however 
the preponderance of evi- 1 

dence is that he had no real 
moral perceptions during 
the years after he left 
Dover. He later became 
known in Kansas as an indi-
vidual that brought terror 
to the plains of the Mid~ 
west. Quantrill was techni-
cally a nineteenth century, 1 

American terrorist. Histori-
ans have concluded that 
Quantrill clearly had latent 
characteristics that came 
into full development in the 1 

last few years of his life, 
characteristics that seemed 
to take full possession of 
him. 



""' Quantrill's notoriety be- r 
gan when he engineered an 
ambush for three abolition-
ists from Kansas who made 
a raid 'into Missouri for the 
purpose of liberating slaves 
of .a wealthy farmer, Mor-
gan Walker. Quantrill se-, 
cretly forewarned Walker 
who proceeded to set a trap 
for the abolitionists. 
Quantrill remained in Jack-
son County, where Walker ' 
resided, gaining the confi-
dence of the residents by 
explaining his part in the 
amous . He liad told them 
that he had sought revenge 
for the murder of a brother 1 
that ·had supposedly been 
committed by Kansas jay-
hawkers (guelJ'illa fighters 
who clashed with pro-slav-
ery advocates). 

The outbreak ofthe Civil 
War gave Quantrill his op- 1 

portunity to join Missouri 
bushwackers (ruffians that 
fought against the jayhawk-
ers). Quantrill later formed 
his own army of bushwack-
ers who operated in their 
owri lawless fashion. 
Quantrill and his men be-
came known as the most 1 formidable revolver fight-
ei:s the West ever knew. 

Lawtence, Kansas was a 
known area comprised of 
many abolitionists, a place 
the western Missouri 
bushwackers wanted to 
obliterate. After careful 
planning, Quantrill and his 
gang of nearly three hun-
dred ruffians completed a 
ruthless act that has been 1 

documented as one of the 
bloodiest slaughters in the 
history of the American an-
nuals of c ime. 

· Forme·r Tuscarawas County educator turned terrorist 
; > 

. 
In the pre-dawn hours of 

August 21, 1862, the sleep-
ing town of Lawrence was 
awakened by galloping 
horses, gunfire. The gang, l 
comprised of . hundreds of 
bearded, long haired, wild-
eyed men, yelling, shooting 
guns. 

At first, Quantrill in-
formed the defenseless 
townspeople that nobody 
would be harmed if they 
did not resist. Later, the 
owner and guests of a ho-
tel were lined up on the 
street and the ruffians 
helped themselves to any 
valuables that were surren- 1 dered, and not surren-
dered. The hotel was them 
set · ablaze, and the killing · 
then began. Shrieks from 
the wounded, and cries of 
the dying soon filled the 
air, women were heard 
crying, pleading for the 
lives of their husbands, 
sons, and fathers. At a sec-
ond hotel, the male guests 
were lined up and mowed 
down through gunfire, one 
by one. This hotel was also 
set on fire, and any 
wounded men were 
thrown into the burning 
structure, left to burn to 
death. 

Pillaging, destruction 
was everywhere. Small 
bands of the ruffians were 
assigned by Qµantrill to 1

1 

each street throughout 
town. Every house was 
thoroughly searched for 
valuables, the houses plun-

dered, and any male per-
sons, including youth, were 
killed. Only a few men were 
able to escape, but very 1 
few. What items pilfered 

. that could not . be used, or 
carried was burned. Less 
than a hour later, the town 
was utterly silent, the 
sounds of the crackling 
fires from the burning 
structures was all that 
could be heard. 

Miss Sophia Bissell, a 
Lawrence resident, later 
shared her experience of 
the horror. She said that 
whenever the men surren- . 
dered, they were shot. She 

. said one man was being 
chased all through his 
house by several ruffians. 
He stumbled and fell, and 
his wife threw herself on 
top of him to shield him 
from harm. Finding no 
place to shoo,t him, the ruf-
fians lifted the wife off of 
him just enough to find tar-
get, and shot him. Miss Bis-
sell recalled there were ap-
proximately 180 men, boys 
killed. The event left the 
town with no male citizens, 
and eighty-plus widows. 

The raid was considered 
one of the most atrocious 
events of the Civil War, 
yet it was not really part of 
the war. After the raid, the 
bushwackers scattered. 1 

Some were later captured 
by Union forces, but 
Quantrill managed to es-
cape. By the fall of 1864 · 
were killed in another : 
Kansas raid, one that was 
unsuccessful. Quantrill, 
and a small band of his fol-
lowers fled to ' Kentucky, 
continuing small skir-

. mishes with the Unicin 
forces. Murder, and rob-
bery continued to be the 
object o( his life. · 

In the town of Hickman, 

Kentucky, Quantrill raided 
.and then burned part of 
the small town. He also 
killed citizens, this time t 
nobody was spared. Men, 
women, and children per-
ished in the raid. The 
deadly raids continued un-
til it all finally caught up 
with Quantrill. Union 
forces relentlessly pursued 
him. On May 10, 1865 
Union forces surprised 
Quantrill and several of his 
gang as they hiding in a 
barn in Louisville, KY. 
Quantrill was shot multiple 
times, and. severely 
wounded; several of his 
gang were killed. Quantrill 
was transferred to a Union 
forces military hospital, 
and later succumbed to his 
injuries on June 6, 1865. 

Quantrill was originally 
buried in the St. John's I 
Catholic Cemetery in 
Louisville, his body remain-
ing there until 1887 when 
his mother requested the 
body be relocated to the 
family burial plot in Dover, 
Ohio. There were later ru-
m ors that some of the 
bones, mainly the skull of 
Quantrill, had been re-

• moved, and the · where-
abouts are unknown. 

Another interesting fact · 
is that Jesse and .. Frank / 
James, and Cole and Jim 
Younger, cold-blooded, 
murderous, ruffians of later 
years, actually trained as f 
guerillas with · some of 

· Quantrill's early forces, and 
learned many of their tac-
tics from him. 
· Much res~arch has been 
done by historians over 
the years, but .much re-
mains a mystery" concern-
ing the true life of 
Quantrill, and the event(s) 
tha.t formed his ruthless~ · 
murderous character. 



FREEMAN DA VIS Sgt .. 
Co. D 80th Reg't O.V.I. 

Medal or Hoao~ award<:d ~arch 2~. 1898 for most most distinguished 
gallantry in action at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee Nov. 25, 1863. 



Freeman Davis (soldier) - Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeman_Davis_(soldier) 
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Freeman Davis (soldier) 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Sergeant Freeman Davis (February 28, 1842-February 23, 1899) 
was an American soldier who fought in the American Civil War. 
Davis received the country's highest award for bravery during 
combat, the Medal of Honor, for his action during the Battle of 
Missionary Ridge in Tennessee on 25 November 1863. He was 
honored with the award on 30 March 1898.[1H2H3l 
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Bom 

Died 

Buried 

Allegiance 

Se nice/branch 

Rank 

Unit 

Battles/wars 

Awards 

-i Freeman Davis 
February 28, 1842 
Newcomersto~n, Ohio 

February 23, 1899 (aged 56) 
Butler, Missouri 

Oak Hill Cemetery 

United States of America 

United States Army 

Sergeant 

Company B, 80th Ohio 
Infantry 

Battle of Missionary Ridge 

Medal of Honor 

Davis was born in Newcomerstown, Ohio on 28 February 1842. He enlisted into the 80th Ohio Infantry. He died on 23 
February 1899 and his remains are interred at the Oak Hill Cemetery in Missouri. 

Medal of Honor citation 

This soldier, while his regiment was falling back, seeing the 2 color bearers shot down, under a severe fire 
and at imminent peril recovered both the flags and saved them from capture_[l][2] 

See also 

• List of American Civil War Medal of Honor recipients : A- F 
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Levi Dawson served 
in Civil War 1861-64 r 

EDITOR'S NOTE - The following 
information was provided by Arthur 
M. Dawson, 504 W. State St., 
Newcomerstown. 

The military record of Levi 
Dawson, of Newcomerstown, shows 
he entered the service Sept. 25, 1861, 
at the age of 21. He was first sent to 
Camp Chase at Columbus, Ohio, and 
assigned to Company H, 40th 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The organization of this regiment 
was completed at Camp Chase on 
Dec. 7, 1861, and on Dec. 11 it left 
camp for eastern Kentucky, going 
by railroad to Paris, Ky., and then 
marching to Paintville, Ky., where it 
formed a junction with Col. Carfield, 
who was then moving up Sandy 
River. 

On Jan. 10, 1862, the regiment par-
ticipated in the Battle of Middle 
Creek, defeating Humphrey Mar-
shall, and after that remained in 
camp at Paintville, suffering very 
much from sickness. In February it 
moved to Pireton, where, in connec-
tion with a Kentucky regiment, it re-
mained •as an outpost until June 13, 
when the troops moved to Preston-
burg. A month later, Prestonburg 
was abandoned, the 40th going to 
Louisa; where it remained until 
Sept. 13, when it left Louisa and 
moved; to the mouth of the &i'4dy, 
and a : few days later ordered to 
Gallipolis, Ohio. On Oct. 4, it moved 

to Guyandotte, Virginia, and on Nov. 
14 was again ordered into eastern 
Kentucky. 

The regiment started for 
Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 20, 1863, and 
on its arrival was assigned to the 1st 
Brigade, 1st Division, Reserve 
Corps, then at Franklin, which point 
the regiment reached in the month 
of March. At this time it went on a 
forced march after the Rebel leader 
Van Dom. On the 10th of April, whei:i 
the 40th was on picket south of 
Franklin, Van Dom attacked the 
line with a large mounted force but 
was repulsed by the regiment alone. 

The 40th moved to Triune on June 
2 and on June 23, the Reserve Corps 
moved forward, forming the right of 
Rosecarns on its advance on 
Shelbyville, Martrace and 
Tullahoma. The regiment was sta-
tioned at Martrace and Tullahoma · 
until September, when the Reserve 
Corps pushed forward rapidly to 
assist in the movement on Chat-
tanooga. The regiment participated 
in the Battle ·of Chicamauga, losing · 
quite heavily. 

On Sept. 2q, Levi was captured by 
the Rebels and moved to Ander-
sonville. According to War Dept. 
records, Levi was mustered ou~ at 
Nashville, Tenn., on Dec. 6, 1864. He 
was a prisoner at Andersonville at 
this time. As Gen. Sheridan recalled 
the Andersonville area, all prisoners 
that were able were moved to Wilm-

ington. After the capture of Wilm-
ington, the prisoners were sent to the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis. All 
soldiers were paid 25 cents per day 
in prison. After a few weeks of rest, 
all were sent to their respective 
homes for 30-days leave. They were 
to report to their nearest military 
base for separation. 

Levi was the grandfather of Ar-
thur Dawson, 504 W. State St., 
Newcomerstown. Levi married Jane 
Baker and the couple had nine 
children (three boys and six girls). 
Those children were: Charley, Jim 
(married Ema Kirk), Sam (married 
Maggie Osborn), Ella Lum Delong, 
Hattie Clark Boldwin, Hannah Dent 
Lasey, Debbie George Redeck, 
Eritin Howard Bassett, Prudance 
(not married). 

Sam and Maggie bad four 
children, including Arthur, Harvey, 
Clarence, and Irean. 

It was reported that when Levi 
was 16-17 years old, he ran away 
from home three times (at least). 
His father went. and got him back 
twice. The third time, he let him go. 



Village once haa four hotels! 
WILLIAM CASTEEL 
NEWCOMERSTOWN NEWS 

In the days before the 
Hampton Inn or Super 8 
motel, Newcomerstown 
once had four hotels in 
town. Between those four 
hotels there were a total 
of 70 rooms for rent, and 
it was not unusual for all 
four hotels to have full 
capacity nearly every 
night. 

The four hotels located 
in Newcomerstown, each 
in operation for many 
years, were the Fountain 
Hotel, Central Hotel (also 
known as the Central 
House), Globe Hotel, and 
the Mitchel Hotel (later 
known as the Maurer 
Hotel, then much later 
as the Keith Hotel); The 

Photo courtesy Wiiiiam Casteel, West Lafayette 
The former Pennsylvania, and C&M railroad intersection at Bridge Str~et is 
seen in this postcard that is post-dated November 16, 1914. The former M1tch~I 
Hotel (later known as the Keith Hotel) can be se·en on the left, and the Fountam 
Hotel is seen just behind the depot. 

Fountain was located just purchased the Fountain Newcomerstown Senior through the late 1930s. 
behind the Union Station Hotel from Mayberry, Citizens Center is now The Central Hotel slow-
railroad depot on Bridge and owned the Fountain located. ly faded out of popular-
Street. The Fountain was until it ceased business. It later became known ity with less patrons being 
rightly named so because Cooley was no stranger as the Maurer Hotel, and interested in a sleeping 
of the existence a beau- to the hotel business as remained so for many room, and looking more 
tiful water fountain that in 1929 he started a much years. Herbert Keith even- for a place to dine. The 
once stood in the yard. larger hotel venture on tually purchased the estab- Central Luncheonette 
The Fountain Hotel was Canal Street. The intended lishment in December, opened in the former hotel 
built by M. Mayberry plan was never realized, 1947 and it was known as for business in May 1940. 
in 1876 at the time the as the Great Depression the Keith Hotel up until ·The business later changed 
nearby Pennsylvania and hit Newcomerstown, and it ceased operation some- owners several times over 
C&M railroads were just Cooley was unable to time in the late 1960s. The the years. Many local resi-" 
starting to become the finish the project due to building was vacant for dents still recall when Skip 
popular mode for travel- the lack of funds. The more than several years, & Ruth Hurst owned the 
ing. The Ohio-Erie Canal four-story, yellow brick and was later razed in ymcheonette during the 
located in the middle of building remains stand- March 1977. 1960s, and it was the place 
Newcomerstown was ing to this day, and has The Globe Hotel was for- where many NHS students 
gradually becoming less changed ownership many merly located at the comer went after school for . a 
favored by travelers. times over the years since of Canal and Bridge Street Coke, burger, and fries.' 

The Fountain and Cooley had owned it. It near the current site of the A few of the ladies that 
Mitchel Hotels were in an has been used for various Touraine Club. The Globe cooked and waited tables 
ideal location, right near purposes over the years, was a three story, wood- during the mid 1960s were 
the depot where passen- but never as its' intended en structure, having been Mary Mason Watts, Arlene 
gers could easily find their purpose. built around the 1850s. Jones, and Susie Wise. The 
sleeping quarters for the In June 1946, the Darrell ·· The hotel was in business business changed owner-
night, and leave on the o. Beiter VFW (orga- for many years, closing ship a couple more times 
morning or afternoon train nized in 1935) purchased in the early 1930s. The during its' last remaining 
for their intended desti- the Fountain Hotel build- building slowly fell into years. 
nation. The Fountain had ing where it served as the disrepair and was razed. The Luncheonette served 
fifteen rooms, as well as VFW Post headquarters The empty lot was sold several generations of 
a lunch counter, and a for- until the mid 1950s. The to Harvey & Lottie Reger Newcomerstown residents 
mal dining room where former Fountain Hotel in October 1942. The lot up through the mid 1980s 
their patrons could get a building was later con- eventually was purchased when it finally ceased 
sandwich or a complete demned and razed in June by the Lenzo family for operation completely, and 
meal. The Foun.tain Hotel 1957. parking, and the construe- the town lost one of its' 
was a popular establish- · The Mitchel Hotel, tion of an addition to the local landmarks. The for-
ment, and was the leading owned by Porter Mitchel Touraine Club building. mer Luncheonette build-
hotel in Newcomerstown sat adjacent to the depot The Central Hotel ing was later razed and it is 
during the 1890s and early (across Bridge Street) (Central House) was in now no more than a distant 
1900s. where the parking lot for business from about 1900 memory. 
In 1895, John Cooley 



Denton True Young, bet- Following his nine years Two seasons la er~ His record still stand;for 
ter knQwn·as "Cy" Young, with Cleveland, the Spi- Young won a pair of deci- innings pitched with 7,356 
was a Major League base- der's owner Frank Robison sions in the first modem in his career. 1 

ball pitcher and a long-time. bought out the St. Louis World Series, pacing Bos- He also still holds the 
· resident of Newcomer- Browns and renamed the ton to the title. records games started 

stown who is arguably one team the "Perfectos" with If his resume wasn't al- (815), complete games 
of the greatest pitchers of Young and the other top ready impressive enough, (749) and total wins (511). 
all time. players from Cleveland be- th~ right-handed hur:l~r The pitcher finished his 

The riglit-rumder won 511 ing transferred to the St. tossed the first ever perfect career in the MLB with an 
games in his 22-years in the Louis team. game of the 20th century overall record of 511-316 
Major Leagues which is 94 Young spent the 1899 on May 5, 1~04. . . . with an ERA of 2.63 and to-
more than any other pitcher and 1900 seasons in St. .In Youngs eigh~ rears taled 2,803 strikeouts. 
in the history of the MLB. Louis where he had two with Boston, he fmished Young was inducted into 

Young recorded five 30- more impressive seasons. with 192 wins and 112 the Baseball Hall of Fame 
win seasons in his hall-of- In 1899, he finished with losses with a 2.00 ERA be- in 1937 
fame career including the a 26-16 record posting a fore retumin~ to Cleveland In 1956, Ford Frick, the 
years of 1892,- 1893 and 2.58 earned run average. · where he pitched parts Commissioner of Major 
1895 .with the Cleveland The following season three years for the "Naps." League Baseball at the 
Spiders and 1901-1902 would b.e the first time In hi~ return. to Cleve- time, started the "Cy 
with the Boston Americans. Y ?ung did not have m~re land Ohio, the pitcher aver- Young" award in honor of 

In his 22 years in tlie MLB, ~ms than losses. He fin- aged a 2.50. earned run av- the pitcher's career, which 
young recorded 15 different ished t~e . 1900 season at erage and his overall reco~d was given to the single best 
20 or more win seasons with 19-19 wtt!l a 3.~0 ERA. broke even at 29-29 m pitcher in baseball. 
four different teams. Followtng his short two- parts of three seasons. Following Frick's retire-

He spent the first nine · year stint with the Perfec- The pitcher hurled the ment in 1967 William Eck-
years of his tenure with the tos, Young signed with the last half of the 1911 season ert took ove~ as the new 
Spiders and had one of his Boston Americ~ns and with the Boston Rustlers Commissioner of Baseball 
best seasons in 1902. spent the. next eig~t sea- w;here he avera~ed the and started the tradition of , . 

In his third year with sons .of his . career m the highest. ERA of. his career awarding the Cy young 
Cleveland, Young posted a - Amencan League. . a~ 3. 71 and decided to re- honors to the best pitcher 
career high 36 wins with Young's best season wtth tire at the age of 45 at the in the American League 
only 12 los8es while record- Boston came in 1901 when end of the season. and the National League. 
ing 48 complete games, he led in strikeouts, wins Young notched three to- After retiring at the age 
nine shutouts, 168 strike- and ERA. This marked. the t~l n.o-hit.ters throughout of 45 in the year of 1911, 
outs and a stellar 1.93 . first year of the Amencan his time m the MLB. He Young's legacy is still one 
earned run average. League and he represented was the oldest pitcher to of the gi:eatest of all time. 

the AL in a big way win- ever throw a "no-no" at the 
· ·th ri le Crown. age of 41 in the 1908 sea-

son for the Boston Red 
Sox. 

18 



ROBA-M\LLER 
YOUNG 

AUG-ZS'- 187 1 
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Manuel Yingling 

Manuel "Manny" Yingling known across the United States, Canada and Europe as the best trombone 
soloist of his day. Businessman, instructor, composer, director, and musician. Mr. Yingling was a featured 
trombone soloist for many famous bands and orchestras, including the world famous John Philip Sousa 
Band. He was born October 24, 1872 in Newcomerstown, Ohio. 



Manuel "Manny" Yingling 
By JOSEPH WILLIAM 
FRYE 
The Florida State College of 
Music 

With the departure of 
Ralph Corey in early 1920, 
John Philip Sousa was 
again tasked with replacing 
a long-time trombone 
soloist. The twenty-nine 
day Willow Grove Park en-
gagement of 1920 served as 
an audition for the vacant 
trombone soloist position. 
Manuel Yingling, Charles 
Gusikoff, John P. Schueler 
each had an opportunity to 
stand in the spotlight as the 
trombone soloist for the 
Sousa Band and become 
the successor to Ralph 
Corey. 

Manuel "Manny" Yin-
gling was born in Newcom-
erstown, Ohio on October 
24, 1872. He became a ca-
reer musician after going 
through the public school 
system in Newcomerstown. 
After leaving Ohio, Yin-
gling pursued music studies 
at both Oberlin College of 
Music and The Boston 
Conservatory. He was asso-
ciated with several bands 
and orchestras throughout 
his distinguished career, in-
cluding the Theodore 
Thomas Orchestra (1893), 
Michael Brand's Cincinnati 
Band (1893), The Ellis 
Brooks Band, The Grand 
Army Band, Duquesne 
Theatre Orchestra (1896), 
Waite's . Grand Orchestra 
(1897-98), Beilstedt and 
Ballenberg Band (1897-98), 
the Great Eastern Band 
(1898), The Thayer Mill-

An unsung talent 
from 
Newcomerstown 

tary Band (1905), Prouty's 
Orchestra of Boston (1905-
09), Neddermeyer's Band 
(1909-10), The Royal 
Scotch Highlanders Band 
(1914-1920), Conway's 
Band (1919), Sousa's Band 
(1920), and Weber's Prize 
Band of America (1921). In 
nearly all of the bands that 
Yingling was associated, he 
was the featured trombone 
soloist. 

In addition to his per-
forming career, Manuel 
Yingling was also a conduc-
tor, composer, and musical 
entrepreneur. As various 
engagements led him 
throughout the United 
States, He maintained a 
home in Newcomerstown, 
Ohio, and for many years, 
served as the conductor of 
the Hyperion Band, based 
out of that same city. Yin-
gling was also a composer 
of band music. The major-
ity of his compositional out-
put is limited to marches 
and two-steps, although he 
did compose a solo for 
trombone entitled Hyper-
ion Polka, which was 
named after the band that 
he conducted in Newcomer-
stown. Yingling also owned 
a music store in Newcomer-
stown which sold mainly 
sheet music, records, and 
Victrolas, an expensive in-
ternal horn phonograph. 

Unlike Sousa band trom-

bone soloists who uni-
formly endorsed C. G. 
Conn instruments, Manuel 
Yingling endorsed the in-
struments of other manu-
facturers during his career. 
Yingling endorsed the 
Distin trombone until 
1909 when Henry Distin 
sold his factory to Brua 
Keefer. When Keefer as-
sumed control of the busi-
ness, he changed the name 
and began manufacturing 
Keefer instruments, which 
Yingling would endorse for 
at least fifteen years. As the 
conductor of the Hyperion 
Band in Newcomerstown, 
Yingling arranged for the 
ensemble to play exclu-
sively on Keefer instru-
ments. After a factory fire 
in 1941, the Keefer Instru-
ment Company went out of 
business, although some in-
struments still exist today. 

Yingling had a reputation 
as a very fine trombonist. 
The director of the Scotch 
Highlander ·Band once 
stated that he considered 
Yingling the equal of 
Arthur Pryor. In 1920, Yin-
gling would finally get the 
opportunity to prove true 
the claim that he was 
Pryor's equal when he per-
formed as soloist with the 
Sousa Band. The exact date 
that Yingling began playing 
with the band is, at present, 
unknown; however, he was 
a section trombonist and 
soloist with the Sousa Band 
during the Willow Grove 
Park season in the summer 
of 1920. In a postcard sent 
[to his friend, Charles 
Leiser, Newcomerstown] 

from Willow Grove Park 
dated September 7, 1920, 
Yingling wrote: "This pavil-
ion in which we play seats 
nine thousand people and 
we have had it packed full 
on several occasions. This 
is our fourth week here. We 
start out on the road next 
Monday." 

Yingling anticipated the 
fall tour with Sousa; how-
ever, . he would not remain 
with the Sousa Band very 
long. Tragically, his career 
with the Sousa Band was 
cut short when he suffered 
a stroke in late 1920. After 
recovering, Yingling re-
turned home to Newcomer-
stown, Ohio, and invested 
the majority of his time 
into directing the Hyperion 
Band and operating his mu-
sic store. The next few 
years were difficult for Yin-
gling, as his health declined 
due to a series of strokes. 
Ultimately, it was a stroke 
that claimed his life on 
March 7, 1925, at age fifty-
two. 

NOTE: The text of this 
biography was archived for 
educational and historical 
research purposes from A 
Biographical Study of the 
Trombone Soloists of the 
John Philip Sousa Band: 
1892-1931 by Joseph Wil-
liam Frye, The Florida 
State University College of 
Music. A Treatise submit-
ted to the College of Music 
in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree 
of Doctor of Music. Degree 
Awarded: Spring Semester, 
2008. 



Ne-wconiersto-wn's 
Reno-wned Son 

We feel proud to honor Manuel "Manny" Yingling with 
a special day; Manuel Yingling Day. We hope that New-
comerstown residents will take this opportunity to dis-
cover another famous Newcomerstown son and to cele-
brate the history of music in Newcomerstown. 

Manuel Yingling was born Oct. 24, 1872, in Newcom-
erstown, Ohio. He was a very talented career musician 
who was not only deemed the best trombone soloist in 
the country but was also a composer, arranger, and con-
ductor. 

Manuel was also a family man and married his New-
comerstown sweetheart, Cecil Crater on June 25, 1902. 
In 1898 he had written a two-step called The Summer 
Girl and dedicated it to Miss Crater. They remained in 
Newcomerstown and had one daughter, Almena C. Yin-
gling. 

His musical education and training included the New-
comerstown public schools, Oberlin College School of 
Music, Boston Conservatory of Music, and private 
lessons from well recognized musical authorities in New 
York City and Boston. 

A few of his known compositions include: Cycle Club 
March, 1897; The Buckeye State (march), 1898; The 
Summer Girl, 1898; Yankee Boy (march), 1899; A Ken-
tucky Thoroughbred, 1900; Coontown Doings (march/ 
two-step), 1901; Hyperion March; Hyperion Polks (solo 
for trombone); Salute to St. Petersburg (march). 

A selection of the bands and orchestras that Mr. Yin-
gling played for include: Theodore Thomas' Symphony 
Orchestra at the Chicago World's Fair, 1893; Michael 
Brand's Cincinnati Band, also at the Chicago World's 
Fair, 1893; Ellis Brook's Chicago Band (as soloist); The 
Grand Army Band, (as soloist with Emil Reinkendorff, di-
rector); Duquesne Theatre Orchestra, Pittsburg, 1896 
(soloist, with Emil 0. Wolff, director); Waite's Grand 
Orchestra, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 1897-1898 (with James 
C. Fulton, director); Beilstedt and Ballenberg Band, 
1897-1898 (soloist); Great Eastern Band, Union Opera 
House, 1898 (soloist); Thayer Military Band, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1905 (soloist, with William E. Strassner, director); 
Prouty's Orchestra of Boston, 1905-1909 (with Edward 
W. Prouty and P.G. Parenteau, directors); Nedder-

. meyer's Band, Columbus, Ohio and Coronado Beach, 
Calif., 1909-1910 (soloist); Hyperion Band, Newcomer-
stown, Ohio, numerous years (with Ira Loos, director, a 
position eventually filled by Yingling); Royal Scotch 
Highlanders Band, St. Petersburg, Fla., Ashville, N.C., 
and Atlantic City, N.J., 1914-1920 (soloist); Patrick Con-
way Band, Texas Cotton Palace, 1919 (soloist); John 
Philip Sousa's Band, Willow Grove, 1920 (soloist); We-
ber's All-American Band, 1921 (soloist). 

During his career, Manuel maintained his home in 
Newcomerstown. He was active in local and area music 
circles, playing with the bands in Cambridge and Mari-
etta. In addition to being the leader of Newcomerstown's 
Hyperion Band, he owned a popular music store "in New-
comerstown that sold sheet music, Victrolas, and records. 

Manny suffered a series of strokes, the first in late 
1920. This explains his short career with Sousa. He died 
on March 7, 1925, at the young age of 52, a victim of his 
final troke. 

John Phillip Sousa band and audience at Willow 
Park Grove, 1920. 

A postcard to a frie.nd 
"Friend Charles (Lieser) -
This pavilion in which we play seats nine thousand 

people and we have had it packed full upon several occa-
sions. This is our fourth week here. We start out on the 
road next Monday. 

Yours truly, 
Manuel Yingling 

Philadelphia, Pa. Sept 7, 1920" 

Manuel Yingling's 
Sousa Band uniform 

Michael A Wise/NCTnews 
Manuel Yingling's Sousa Band uniform and 

trombone are on permanent display in the 
Newcomerstown Historical Society's Old Main 
Street Museum, 213 W. Canal St. The museum 

1 also has a collection of historical photographs 
and sheet music of his various compositions. 
Stop by the museum to learn more about 
Manuel Yingling and the history of music in 
Newcomerstown. 



'First Sermon' Memorial at NCT 
dedicated seventy-five years ago 
By WILLIAM CASTEEL 
Correspondent, NCTnews 

It was the winter of 
1770-71 and a small-pox 
epidemic was ravaging the 
Delaware Indian tribe that 
resided in the peaceful Tus-
car aw as Valley . The 
Delaware village being 
Gekelemunpechunk (now 
Newcomerstown), was lo-
cated along the Tuscarawas 
River (now the site of 
Riverside Manor Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center). 
The village consisted of a 
mixture· of huts, and log 
cabins. Chief Netawatwes 
resided in a larger size, log 
cabin which boasted a 
wood shingle roof, plank 
wood floors, a large stone 
fire place & chimney, and a 
staircase leading to a sec-
ond level. 

After several weeks, 
tribal leaders had ex-
hausted all efforts to re-
solve the dreaded disease 
that was taking the lives of 
their tribe members. As a 
last resort, Chief 
Netawatwes, leader of the 
Delaware tribe, sent run-
ners to Fort Pitt (now 
Pittsburg, PA.) to request 
for ministerial aid. Rev. 
David Zeisberger, a native 
of Austria, responded to 
Netawatwes's plea for help. 

Shortly after Zeisberger's 
arrival to the Delaware vil-
lage, he delivered the first 
Protestant sermon to sev-
eral hundred Delaware 
tribe members on March 
14, 1771. 

History attests that 
about a week after the de-
livery of the sermon, the 
devastating epidemic broke 
its' gripe on the Delaware 
tribe, and disappeared com-
pletely from the Tus-

carawas Valley. According 
to historical accounts, Rev. 
Zeisberger was known by 
many fo possess unusual 
power in a spiritual man-
ner. 

According to the April 
11, 1940 edition of the 
Newcomerstown News-In-
dex, the members of the 
newly established Newcom-
erstown Historical Society 
(the Society formed in Jan-
uary, 1940), reported plans 
were underway for a monu-
ment to be constructed at 
the 'First Sermon' site on 
Pilling Street. The Histori-
cal Society president, 
Charles Leiser announced 
plans for the monument to 
be constructed within the 
year, and a special dedica-
tion ceremony to take 
place. 

In April, 1941 a large 
sandstone monument was 
realized. and dedicated at 
the site of the former 
Delaware village, where the 

Pb_otQs co@esy of Williaa:i Casteel, NCTnews 

first Protestant sermon was 
presented in 1771. A 2x3 
plaque on the front of the 
monument reads, The First 
Protestant Sermon in the 
Northwest Territory was 
delivered near this spot by 
Rev. David Zeisberger 
March 14, 1771. The monu-
ment was constructed by 
local stone masons, Edward 
Hammersley and William 
Nay. During the dedication 
ceremony a copper box was 

sealed inside the monu-
ment and contained numer-
ous historical documents 
pertaining to the Delaware 
village, the sermon, and the 
construction of the monu-
ment. 

On March 14, 1971 a two 
hundredth anniversary re-
dedication took place at the 
monument. Pastors of the 
local churches gathered to 
take part in the ceremony, 
and speak. 



Ritz Theatre 
opened Feb.· 14, 1927 

The Ritz Theater building as it appears today. The 
marquee, still intad, thou h vacant of the latest 
movie releases. 

For those of us old crater Hardware. Tfie the- watch the movie through 
enough. to remember the ater seating and accessories a viewing window and lis-
Ritz Theater on Bridge were purchased through tening via a special 
Street, in Newcomer- ·Rose Brothers Company. speaker in the room. The 
stown, the memories of ' Just prior to the grand theater auditorium 
that theater are still very I opening the owners, Jordan boasted seating for six 
vivid for some of us. The 1 & Wheland announced a hundred patrons. At the 
sight of the marquee lit up I contest for the community ttont of the auditorium 
with the title of the latest ·_to participate in by helping were a stage and the large 
movie that was playing, · to give the new theater a · silver screep.. The stage 1 
the bright lights, the ticket name. In quick succession, was fully equipped with 
booth, the smell of the many suggestions poured ·foot and border lights. A 
popcorn, the candy in for various names. The Hilgren-Lane three-man-
counter, the sloping floor, owners pondered over the ual organ was located on 
the rows and rows of plush responses and finally . the right side of the stage 
seats, plus the excitement agreed that the name, Ritz in an orchestra pit. The 
of waiting for that movie Theatre, suggested by local lobby and auditorium fea-
that we so badly wanted to resident, Howard Stocker, tured beautifully crafted 
see was quite a thrill. I re- was most fitting to reflect chandeliers, as well as 
member the last movie the image of the sophisti- complementary lighting 
that I saw there in 1973, cated design of the new fixtures throughout the 
Walt Disney's Bedknobs & theater. Stocker won a building. 
Broomsticks. My Mom prize of a $20 gold piece. The price of admission to 
took my brother and me to , Another local resident, the Ritz in 1927 was ten 
see it one evening. While I Mrs. Elizabeth Stein sug- cents for a daily matinee, 
cannot recall the what and · gested the name of The Jor- and thirty cents for the 
why of the movie, I can j dan & Wheland, in honor evening feature, .Wednes-
still remember seeing that . of the owners. She won sec- day-Sunday, and forty cents 
flying bed with the chil~ ond place with an award of on Monday, Tuesday 
dren in it, gliding across $20 worth of admission evenings (the first two 
that big silver screen at · tickets to the theater. nights of the newest fea-
the Ritz. Of course, we en- On Monday evening, Fe- · tured movie that was show-
joyed the candy, popcorn, bruary 14, 1927, the Ritz ing that week). 
and icy cold Coca-colas Theatre welcomed the pub- The Ritz Theater was 
while we watched the lie to its grand opening. owned by the Ortt family; 
movies. Yes, common The movie, titled "It", fea- for many years, before be-
things you may think, but tured a popular young ac- ing sold to the Manus En-
they always seemed to tress, Clara Bow, who was tertainment, Inc. of 
taste so much better at the all the rage at that time and . Toronto, Ohio in 1950. 
theater. fast becoming known as the Business at the Ritz slow-

The Ritz Theatre was "It Girl" as a result of the ing began to dwindle i 
built on the old Ohio-Erie movie. the early 1970s, and busi-
Canal bed (the use of the Beauty, safety, and sub- ness ceased completely in 
canal was discontinued, stantial coriifort were the 197 4. The structure was 
and the canal bed filled in governing principals in ! later sold to the present 
around 1916). The Twin the construction of the owners, Don and Doris 
City Theater Company Ritz according to a news . Best who have converted 
later purchased the vacant feature that appeared in • the theater into a private 
lot and began construction the February 9, 1927, edi- residence. The Bests man-
of the theater in the fall of tion of the Newcomer- age two rental spaces on 
1926. The construction of stown News. The steel the first level and several 
the building was completed and brick structure mea- rental apartments on the 
by the Jacobs Construction sures fifty feet width by second level of the build-
Company. Interestingly, one hundred seventy· feet ing. 
the building materials were in length. The theater fea- The Ritz had been in 
purchased from some of the tured a spacious lobby, a business nearly fifty years 
local businesses at that men's smoking room, a and created memories fo 
time. The building materi- lady's retiring room with many persons over tha 
als were purchased from toilet area connected. The span of time. These days 
Eureka Hardware and Zim- theater also offered its' the doors are closed and 
mer Lumber Company. The patrons a mother's room, · the marquee is void of an 
brick for the exterior was which had a child's play movie titles, but the Rit 
purchased at the . Canton area. Mothers could take will live on in the memories 
Brick & Fireproofing Com- crying infants and fidgety and hearts of those that are 
pany. The wiring, and elec- youngsters to the room still captivated by her pastl 
trical fixtures from Beiter and yet still be able to history. Brothers Electric an ___________ __. 



Newcomerstown's 
movie tlieater~sto 

No longer playing ·at a was instaJJ.eCI. by Be,iter room where they could take o Tn:e J:<eect Harn and ironi-
theater near you! Well, at Brothers Electric and · a fussing infant or fidgety cally the former site of The 
least not for Newcomer- Crater Hardware Company. youngsters. The room fea- . Grand Theater many years 
stown. At one tim~, · New- Theater seating and other tured a view window to en- before). 
comerstown had two movie ?'elated furniture items ' able the mother to continue ( The Starlite was situated 
theaters and a drive-in the- i ~ere supplied through. , watc~g the movi~ while , o!1 33 acres, on the south 
ater loc.ated at nearby i· ~9se Brothers. . · tendmg to her children. : side of County Road 9. Its' 
Isleta. . : · Shortly after breaking The theater auditorium of- original screen, constructed 

In the early 1900s, . ground, the owners an- fered seating _to 600 pa- ' of wood and canvas, was 
shortly after Hollywood in- · nounced a contest for the trons. At the front of the· destroyed by fire several 
troduced silent movies, The focal community to give the auditorium where a stage is • months later. The screen 
Grand movie theater new theater a name. Many. located, the large silver was replaced (in 1950) 
opened its doors to the citi-· . suggestions were given, screen is surrounded by with concrete blocks. The 
zens of Newcomerstown. and eventually a name was 'two handsome sets of vel- construction was com~ 
The theater was located on , chosen, being suggested by vet drapes one set in taupe, pleted by Albert Construc-
Bridge Street in the north Howard W. Stocker, · New- and the other in steel gray tion Company of Coshoc-
side (located closest to the cometstown. Stocker won colors. The stage is fully ton. George Underwood 
Ohio-Erie Canal) of the !}ie first place prize of $20 equipped with foot lights also of Coshocton painted 
building now occupied by m gold. The second-place and border lights. A mag- the large Starlite Drive-In 

' Dick's Place. The Grand re- prize, 20 admission tickets nificent Hilgren-Lane three , logo on the front side of the 
mained there for several to the new theater, was manual organ is located to structure. 
years, later re-locating to wo!1 by M~s. Elizabeth the right of the stage in an : Persons that lived in 
Main Street in the building · S~em, a resident of south orchestra pit. The lobby Newcomerstown, West 
now occupied by The Feed River Street, Newcomer- ; and auditorium features Lafayette and vicinity from 
Barn. In those early years, ~town. Her suggestion was ~eautifully crafted chande- 1950s thru the mid 1980s 
the silent movies were m honor o~ the two owners l~ers. and complementary will most likely recall going 
flashed upon the silver of the Twm Ci~ ~eater lightmg t~ou~out: . to the Starlite. The movies, 
screen while a theater em- Co1!1pany, a combmabon of The pnc~ of admission at the concession stand, the 
ployee would play· the piano their last names, Jordan The Ritz ~ 1927. was 1_0 rows of 'car speakers, the 
to emphasize drama or and Wheland. cents for daily ma~ee and play ground that was lo-
emotion for each scene in The owners modestly de- 30 cents for evenmg fea- cated below the 50 foot 
the movie. The Grand clined havin~ the !1ew the- · ture, Wednesday-Sunday, high screen. There are 
Theater remained in busi- ater n~ed m their ~onor, and 40 cents on ~onday , more than likely many 
ness at Newcomerstown and _decided Stockers ~ug- ' and Tuesday evenmg fea- memories of the Starlite. 
until the late 1920s. The , gested q.ame, The ~iti, tures (the first two days ?f ·Some will most likely re-
Grand later moved to · ~oµld mor~ appropnately , . the new featur~d movie member their first dates at 
nearby West Lafayette :ret'&ct the image of an~~ that was showmg that the Starlite and maybe even 
where it remained in ,busi- modem theater. . . week). . · remember what movie was 
ness before closing some- ' On Monday evem~g, . The Ritz Theater closed playing that night!. Others 
time in the late 1950s. The Feb. 14, 1927,. The Ritz 10 1974 and the structure may recall some teenage hi-
structure is currently home The~ter ~eld its gra.nd was. later sold to Don and jinx that took place, maybe 
to the Victory Center Pen- openmg with the ~ho~g Dons Best. . stowing away in the trunk 
tecostal Church of God. ~f ! comedy .movie titled It was the evenmg of July of the car to 'avoid the· ad-

By 1926, the movie the- It. The movie featured a 4•· 1949• w~e~ ~~wcome~- - ' mission fee oi sheakin 
ater business was booming popular young actress, stown and vicm1ty res1- 10• to an R r t d . 1 g ' · fl · · a e movie. and it was decided that a Clara B?w "'.ho later be- , dei;its ocked to the Starlite The Starlite ceased oper-
more modem, spacious the- came knoW!11;!1. Hollywood : ~nve-In on County ~oad 9, ation in the fall of 1986 an 
ater was needed at New- as the "It Girl. between Newcoi:nerstown the structure was razed in 
comerstown. Purchasing a Be~uty, safety, and sub- . and .Isleta,, for its. grand January 1987. The prop-
vacant lot on the west side stantial co~ort, ~e~e we~e l openmg. The establishment erty was purchased by the 
of Bridge Street that had the govemmg pnncipals· m ~ad been ,constructed ear- late Ken and Rosalie 
been created after the Ohio- the constructing of Tlie t he~ that Ye~r by owners, Porcher, and was devel-
Erie Canal was closed, and · Ritz Theater, acco~ding. -!o · Oliver and ICla Mae Ortt of oped for private residential 

· filled~in the Twin City a news feature pnnted m Ne~comerstown. The Ortt housing. 
Theater Company (also the Feb. 9, 1927, edition of· family .were also owners of; Physical reminders of the 
o-..yners of The Grand) be- The Newcomersto'Yn t~e Ritz Theater at t~at · Ritz and the Starlite are 
gal\ construction in the fall · News. The steel and bnck time. In 1?50, both the Ritz , far, and few these days, but 
of 1926. The actual con- st~cture measure~ 50 f~et and Starlite ~ere sold hr ~-the memories will live on 

. struction was done by Ja- wide, and 170 feet m the Ortt. family to Mantis ·and remain vivid as long as 
cobs Construction Com- length. The theater.features . Entertamm~nt, Inc. of · the stories are shared. 
pany. Building materials a spacious lobby, a men's Tor.onto. Ohver and Ida 
supplied through Eureka smoking room, lady's' retir- Mae Ortt later owned an-
Hardware Zimmer Lumber ing room with toilet con- other popular establish-
Company,' and the Canton . ected. The theater ~so of- men.t in later years, Ortt's 
Brick & Fireproofing Com- rerea patron m?fhe(s a cry F~ture, one~ located ?n 

an . Wiring and fixtures room and a children's- play- Main Street now the site 



BUSINESSES 

If all of the businesses that have been established in Newcomerstown 
would have stayed and grown, the town would be one of the major cities 
in Ohio. 

The first actual business was a distillery run in partnership by David 
Johnson and a Mr. Sills. 

A tannery was next in business and then in 1825 the Ohio Erie Canal land 
was opened and the canal digging was begun. Upon the completion of the 
canal in 1827, shipping flourished in Newcomerstown and businesses began 
to appear in greater numbers. An interesting note to the building of the 
canal is that President Garfield's Father worked at building the Ohio 
Erie Canal in Newcomerstown and the President {then a small boy) played 
along the canal banks. 

A pottery by Harmon and Gustavus Fox in 1845, another tannery by David 
Mulvane, a saw mill by Edmund Smith, the Eureka Planing Mill - John Wilson, 
George Benton, and J.R. Mulvane all came into being during these early canal 
years. 

William Gardner and Paul Roberts started the first mill in 1836, a second mill 
was opened in 1853 by William Craig. 

A woolen mill was built in 1838 by James Pilling and in 1845 Thomas Benton 
b~came Mr. Pilling's partner. 

A foundry in 1879 by Kenyon and Ferguson which was destroyed by fire was. 
opened for business. In 1880 another foundry was established by a Mr. 
Elliott and a Mr. Clark. 

The railroads came into town in the l880's, which helped Newcomerstown to 
grow, but also spelled the end to business on the canal. 

The Enterprise Manufactory was one of the most thriving industries of the 
town. It manufactured cigar boxes, churns, and bee hives, besides being an 
extensive planing mill business. 

At one time Newcomerstown had its own carriage shop which was owned by 
Charles Schneider, a wagon shop, three blacksmiths, three boot and shoe shops, 
two barbers, two lumber yards, a bakery, two livery stables, two billard halls, 
five saloons, four good hotels - the Commercia1, the Fountain, the G7obe, and 
the Central, six general stores, three queensware and grocery stores, two 
groceries, four hardware and tin stores, two drug stores, one millinery store, 
two furniture stores, one boot and shoe store, one clothing and gent's store, 
one book store, one jewelry store combined with a music store. These above 
named businesses were all in business before the 1880's. 



r ing the 1880 1 s several professional men had settled in town -
drew J. Wilkin, an attorney; ,Dr. John Upson, the first doctor 
.·o had already moved by 1830; Dr. H.G. Clark, also Dr. A. Brown, 
d Dr. James Brown. Other doctors during this era were: O.G. 
eldon, Dr. Case, Dr. Welty, Dr. Solomon Beers, J.R. McElroy, 

.M. Beers, and Dr. John W.S. Goudy and a few others. As you can 
ee at one time Newcomerstown had several doctors. 

In 1887 the W.M. Brode Company began operating. This company builds 
bridges and roads and are in heavy construction and engineering. The 
Brode Company still has its offices in Newcomerstown and i.s still in 
the construction business. 

The 1890 1 s saw the Clow Company open a plant in town and also are 
responsible for bringing our first black citizens to Newcomerstown. 
This Company manufactured iron pipe, and radiators. In the 1950's this 
Company moved its operations to Coshocton, Ohio, leaving the whole of the 
facilities vacant in Newcomerstown. 

We also had other industries such as: 1913 brought the Sterling Faucet 
Company, 1917 saw the Heller Brothers File Company opening for business 

. with the manufacture of files, hammers, chisels, and other tools. By the 
end of World War II in 1945 about 1200 - 1300 people were employed there. 

The Goshen Brick Company started the making of building bricks, among the 
buildings construc~ed from the Goshen Bricks are the Municipal Building 
and the Sewage Disposal Plant. 

A big event in 1927 saw the Ritz Theatre open for business. This theatre 
operated to full houses for many years. The Ortt family operating the 
theatre the majority of these years. The movie house closed in the 1960 1 s. 

After the expansion of all industries and gearing up for the War effort 
• during the 1940's (1941 - 1945) years all over the Nation, things were 

going back to normal by the beginning of 1946. 

In Newcomerstown Alchrome Products Company began making chrome products 
and bath fixtures. This plant was located on the site of the old Sterling 
Faucet Company, and in 1948 the Tiny Tot Corporation opened for business 
thanks to the efforts of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. Another note of 
interest is that parking meters were installed in 1947 in the downtown area, 
and Route 21 was designated as the 83rd Division Memorial Highway. 

During these years business in town was good and all store rooms in the 
downtown area were being used as stores. In this period we had at one 
time seven medical doctors, three dentists, three shoe stores, three 
clothing stores, two Five and Ten Cent stores, four drug stores, three 
furnjture stores, four hardware stores, ten grocery stores, three restaurants, 
two jewelry stores, two skating rinks, two pool halls, one theatre, one drive-
in theatre, and many more. The list is endless . . 
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The Newcomerstown School System: 1818 to pr·esent 

This early picture features a first grade class at Newcomerstown in 1881-82. 
i-Newcomerstown resident Anna (Nicodemus) Dorsey was a student in the class, 
Ft>ut bas not been identified. The teacher (seen sitting among her pupils) is also 
not identified. 

''School day • school near what 1s now known as ln :m au.empt to re olve 
days. Dear old golden rule ·Pilling tr~I. The lenmmg the 1 ue of O\'ercr ·ding. 
d:iy. · Rc4din' and 'ritin' )C. sions contmucd 10 be a sugg~tion of con.solidat· 
and ri thmelic;' lyric by held m the Jog i.tructurc, ing all o the · hoots m the 
Will D. Cobb ( 1907}. bur :b the ,;JI gc' popula- iUagc was pre.'-Cmed. The 

Reading. writing, n.nd tJon grew, and more h.il- suggestion was met with 
arithmetic. the rhrt'.c key d.ren were m ttendance very uon~ oppo 1tion by 
clement o a b 1c educa- at the 'it! ions. rhe need m.uny of ~ n--;idcnts of 
lion were :ii. o ommonly for an actu.aJ llehool house NC\11 omcr.>town. The law 
known to many u the bCc:une evident. ( new law lnov.'tl the 
three JU. onfHcting h1 toncaJ Akron wJ nt that time 

Education, or the account have m:mptcd reauued th.1l all vo1e.n. 
te ~8 or the three RJ to i<kntJfy.tbc onsin. l itt' mu 1 be a .. ree h<lldcr". 
made at~ fonn.aJ debut in o the first uctu l :.chool mcamng I.hat they must 
New omel"'ltown only • h U)C' Jn Ncwcomcrst wn. h.m: owner hip to land in 
couple yeru-s ufter the iJ. hul lhc mnjori~ of lhc th \•tll c.. Thi rcqwre· • 
luge of Newcomerstown infonnat.ion fovon. ·that meor limited the amounC 
came into c i tcncc. tb.i: large, one room log of indi 1du:tJ th t were 
Jacob J. Mmer, the first structure l!wt wa Inter deemed digiblc to "' 

documented formal edu· huih ~ · located . uth (lf votes. thu~ con,olidiuion 
cill.or m New otnentawn, the Ptonecr Cemetery on cC:uld not be d11c\•cd 
und the son an·law of Bridge Street. ~-:..:;;-- with ur approval of a 
Newcomcrsto\\11·s found· Between the year-, of greater number of free 
er, 0 ichol s Neighbor. 1825 and 1850 ,everal holders. 
began mdcpcndently other small $Chool houM:" Colonel, Robert H. 
teaching ~·hat W:1$ caU.t..-d were consuu cd m. and Nugen. a Newc mcrst0\\11 
•·Jcaming c\. ion.,•· 10 llrOund the village. A' nnttvc, and primary 
rht local children. These the population 5teadaly builder for the ruilruad 
ktUll.ing se. iOll$ were ini· incrca:.ed, overcrowd- in Columbus. Cmdnnu.tJ, 
liwly held m a log . true- tog in the ·mall school Wld Pm burg. nlons witb 
ture 1ha1 wn: net' located hoa-ses bec:amc u problem. ' a leading Newcomerstown 

According to the J 850 merchant. George Dem. 
cen us. New omcrstown'•; . became ml'.ere$tcd in the 
p<lpulatJon w · ly soo. schOQI con'°lidn~on il uc. 

Nu~n .was also a member 
of the district g venuncnt 
nt rhat time. · 

After going d r to door 

throughout the cmire ii- on 1J~ fil'I level. and Uf per 
Jaie. Nugen. and De"nt gt.1dt:!> On the c 1 ml lc\c l. 
di. covered that the num· An uddiu n.. two mom 
M of free holder. tb:ll ""r:re later :u..ldc<l in I ' O 
oppollC<l con'lOlidnuon WtL~ ... the ' hoor,, popula-
equal to th.e numher that tton continued to in rca1.t: 
nppro\·cd 11. Nuttc.n ""J.'> The m .. ·w \Choo I thm ·J. 
a free hol<lr:r Of proprn_ remaminp. \CT)' k .. Mhll' ' ~' 
Jll tbc ea lCOl j rtlllll 0 o\C nmmOO.l\l' lht• 'fO\I. 

the v1Hage, ruul SU"- 11 a' mg p!.1pulauon for tht.• nc\I 
an OPJXlrtUntlJt tu of er di:c.idc. 
re tunon i the problem. Ncwc1.JmcN w;n\. h r.t 
He quickly &-. 1~-U a pl.i.n ·hool bo:U'l! v. a' or!-'·' 
10 in rcai.c lhe upp ving nu.ell Apnl l ~. I '~6. l he 
m.:mhcr of free holdcf\ by bourd on 1-.1cJ of l C 
pw~l) d • •dmg tm • f D.1\1 J 1•1 ~1dcn1 , r • II 
hi. employee"'. 0.8. ~ truth Dcnr '"' Tre: .. urcr. Ge: r),'.-C 

"mall lnlCt of Jund in 1hc R. Little '" cae1 I)'. 
middle or the Tb~was Robert H. Nugc:n. W.H. 
River. Smith would th.en ruis. Wilham 1,1rdncr. 
bC'come d1c;1tik to \Ole. mf ~iri.. m:.nt.la Brov.n. 
which "-Ould incrc e the hout I 96~97 11 nn r 
JpprO\ lOl! fn.-c holt.kr .1 •am bt.> am· C\ 11kn1 
b · one:. •The end re .. ult. 1.h t .m C\'CI\ forger ' hool 
• nmh \ \ oii..• w~" ;u~I hmlll111g '' .1 'oon f. llll-' 
en ugh to PJ'l> lhc: plan to ht" ni: .. c ..,Jr). and m 
for c n hdat ion. 189 con .. 1ruct1 n t>eran 

The n<..~ 1 · con~olisJatcd 0 11 wtb!t \\ 1uld l..11n he 
..chool buildmg. thr: 'mon kno"n a..' the b:.1 t .Sd1\1,>l. 
School wa,_,con u-uctcd The ncl'.I year (!nuuu.I '4il'> 

m 1855 on C liege Stn:a ah.-0 broken <in the C'l>m r 
(th !.lie .oi _the cun nt f ·1a1e und 1{1\cl • UC\'I 
East chool building}. for ycr another !>Ct)col 
The wooden ramc truc---·tii.aUdrn .- -
tu.re was compri~ <>f two On Jilnuary "' 1901 th 
lC\els. and had tot!tl of dl >I'll of the nc"' -.cht10l 
four I.urge clll.\ morn . The buUdin ~ \l ctl' opened 
lower grade~ W1:n: wught SCHOOtS, pu~e 2 

~ 
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The Newcomerstown School System: 1818 to present 

ontinued from .Pitt I 
10 the pubhc for the 

ii~t lime The ffigh 
Scllool (Inter ruuned the 
Ea. t School) and the 
Stllle·Rt\ er trttt chool 
(later named the West 
SchQOI, then .re·llilmcd 
Mnplewood Elcmcn1nry 
in llller ye:u"'l would M:-1'\'1! 
the \·illu c • educational 
need for the nex1 fifty· 
fi\'C )c;ir;,. 

Both f ti.: nev.• schools 
were 1dc:nlic:at. being 
COllJUUC!cd of bnck. nod 
boasting liiq:c bell IOWUJ 
tlC4r the fmnl cnll'll.tl«' or 
each bu !ding. There were 
~ rooms an the tint 

level, tlnd four on the sec· 
ond. A luge room on the 
third leveJ was reportedly · 
used for additional 
TOQrn space. 

From 1900 to 19"..3 high 
:0001 clas~ wen: 1nugt11 

on the second. and thml 
levels or the High School 
C&st School). with pri-

mury gmcks (l-6) being 
taught on the first level. 
The State-River Street 
School (Wet School/ 
Mnpkwoodl nccommo-
dutod more pritrulry grade 

· classe<1 ( 1-6), as well ~ 
grodc:s 7·8. The determin-
ing factor for which one 
of 1hc ~boo! buildings a 
grodc \Choo! child would 
nrumally au.end depended 
on which llfC;l of lown w 
child re~idcd . Tht was 
nOI nlw .i ys . the factor in 
later yenn.. u... in some 
Cll$C$ huger cl~Ks. and 
l~~ · tc:u:hm being ovail-
able would be the deter· 
mining OWCOlllt'. Also in 
later yea.rs truUl)' of the 
country school~ cloled or 
consolidntcd with nc:irby 
commu11111es. forcing 
some children 10 be bused 
lo - Newcomct!l1own. FuT 
scvcrlll vean bu~ siu-
lknts m:Unly nnendcd lhc 
Wcstn.I, plewood build-
ing. but they rcponedly 
wt'TC ~d 10 the Easl 
School during ~e'lrral 
school ycan. when atu:n· 
dnncc at the W~ School/ 
Maplewood wn~ tn high 
\"Olumc. 

Jn 1923 a new High 
School bu1ld111g (now 
known as the Middle 
School) w'"' con truclcd. 

In the beginmnt; 11 had 
been imendcd for gr.ides 
9- I 2. but grades 7 and 
8 \\ere: later admitted 
probnhly in an dTort to 
overcome crowding in the 
elementary buildings. 

The )C\'enth nod eighth 
grJdes rc:muined 11 pan 
of the High School until 
1968, when the currc.nt 
Newcomerstown High 
School building WM com· 
pletcd. nnd lhe Middle 
School evolved. 

Jn September 1951. lbe 
Ncwc:omentown S.:hool 
Boani approved a kindc:r· 
gllt\c:n program. Oa.sscs 
were hcld in lhc i.chool'i. 
annex (1o1hich wus located 
6chio.d what 1s now known 
~ the Middle School>. 

The classes were 1aught 
111 two e ion . morn-
ing and a'tcmoon by 
Mr . Mary Perkins. 
Kindergarten cla cs 
remained at the imnex 
until Septt:mbcr 1957. 

On . March I l. 1955, 
JUSt before dawn, a tor.' 
nado struck lbc village or 
Ncwcomcntown diurutg· 
Ing m.nny buildings, lllld 

"'&ime ~ &n~·er Strcc1. 
TbcEanSchoolrcccived On MW"Ch 24. 1957, the 

subJUnttal damage, llltd newly consuvc1ed Eas1 
was immedhlicly d«mcd Elementary School w:u 
as being unsafe. imd dcdi n1cd. Scverlll of !he 
beyond repair. A for the fiil>t through hth gr.ide 
·Wt.$t SchooVMaplcwood clns~h (mainly com-
butlding tbe:te hrls been pn!>«I of ,iudcnt:s r~id· 
eonflicung reports from ing 111 ihe nonh-easa ~cc­
various SOUl'CC$ ~Ing tton of town wen". held m 
whether it hod rectlved the nt"1'v building for the 
mlnlmal damage. or none. rc:matndcr of the · 1956-57 

According 10 The sthool year. The haiancc 
CosboctonTribune.Friday f th,. cl:u c~ (studcnh 
evening. March l I. 1955. , residing 10 1hc "UUth-wc\t 
edition. Supcnntcndent. ~lion of town, .md bu 
D.B. Roeder informed w i.tudcnL\) rcn:mincd n1 the 
cummunity of an inunc· local churchc~. and othf'r 
diatc plan of· action for temporary \Ile• until lhe 
clane~ to re:>ume. The ~ccond buildin~ "J" co111-
pllln stated •!Jut the 289 pleted. 
students Crom lhc E t Thi: 1957·5 ..choolyeur 
~hool would be sent to welcontcd I.hr opemng ot 
the Mllplewood b11ild- the ni:w West ElemcntaJ) 
ing until other arrange- School. wuh the ti 1-

meb11 could be · mnde. cial 111troduct1on taking 
The M:hetlulc "as for Ea t plac~ on 'cpt. I. l 05 . 
tudents to ancnd l~-.c> Ku:derg.incn cln., .,c, v.crl" 

in the mornings from 8 t!ten tran,frrred hoin 1hc 
a .111. to noon, whilt the hool :11111c:1. 111 both tht' 
Maplewood studen~ will E<I 1 ;md Wc~t EkmcntM'}' 
have cla~-.c~ from I to 4 hool t-uildin~'· 
p.m. Mr . Ma0 Pcrl..m~ con· 

Followmg the end of unucd to teach mnmmg 
the .school year in May and aftcmoun , ... , .-.wn' 
1955. the Maplewood at lhc- We$1 Elementary. 
Elementary School w:n and Mr~. Elituhclh 
closed due to st.ruc1ur.il Wai on v. ;i~ h1rctl to tea h 
concem1o. rela1ed to the Kmd.ergurtcn al the E;"t 
building '~ ugc. lt \\·U\ F.lemenhu) .. 
latc.r slalcd for demob- Grudc• J. 7 "e taught 
tion aloni; wtth the r.a~t at I.hr West Eh:mc-ntary. 
School building. with th..- '>l:\'cnth grade 
E~en though there were transfc:mng 10 the High 

now no school build· School building Lhc ne.\I 
lng.s for lhe children of ~boo! ye.tr\ 1958· 591. 
Newcoruers1own. &e.hool Fifty-plus }c;m. luh:r. the 
rcmllincd in scs~1on. building~. a, well ;,1, th..-

BegiMing for lhC' 1955· educational cumculum 
56 school yenr, class- have been CXPJilded. and 
es from both E:1st :md upgraded m un cffon to 
Maplewood were held meet the current. as "'ell 
in several chut'the , und :is the fu111rc educanon:il 
cstablishmcms through· nee<b of 'e"comer~tovm. 
out ihc community In spite of these chMg· 
for lhc oecJ.t rwo yenrs. c . the philo ophy of 
Among . these places lh.e three Rs will fore\c:r 
or educational refuge remain tncorporuted ll) 

we.re the Presbytcrian. tbc three key clement" to 
Naznn::ne. nd Trinity n b.1.~1c cducauon. 

.Jvtcthodist Ch~rch~ , a.s~ 
well ns tbc CJ.O. Hall. 
Masonic Tcmpk. and 
the Newcomerstown 
Municipal Building. 

Tbc citizens of 
Newcomerstown later 
gave appro\'al for the 
construction of tv.,o new 
school buildings which 
WOUid be scbcdlalcd to be 
compleled within the l'ICXI 
two years. One would be 
built at the former East 
Sdlool sitl', and the othct 



Newcomerstown Elemen ........ 
Schools 

File photo 
· The first of the new schools to open was East 
Elementary School on March 24, 1957. 

It was on March 11, class from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. first of the two new build-
1955, just before dawn and Maplewood students ings to be completed. 
when a tornado struck the were in class from 1-4 The East Elementary 
village of Newcomerstown. p.m. opened on March 24, 
In the tornado's wake, the Following the (\!nd of the 1957, for students resid-
village found itself minus a school year in May 1955, ing on the east and north 
school building. The East 'the Maplewood building sides of town. The re-
Elementary School, one of was closed after more in- maining students from 
the two elementary schools spection revealed the 1 the south and west end of 
in town, housed first uilding had some struc- town, and bus students 
through sixth grade, was tural concerns related to residing in the rural set-
damaged beyond use. The normal aging and wear. ting continued classes at 
building was deemed un- Approval from state and the various community 
sate after the maJority of federal officials was re- establishments while the 
the roof was destroyed. ceived around that same West Elementary build-
The weight of the collaps- . time for the construction ing was finished. The 
ing roof caused further of two new ¢lementary new East Elementary 
damage to the fifty-seven- . school buildings. The East building was constructed 
yeat-old structure's second 1and Maplewood buildings on the site of the former 
floor, and walls. With the 1were both razed between East School and is the 
substantial damage, it was , the summer of 1955 and third school building that 
obvious that students early 1956. has been constructed on 
would have to be housed During the transition in this same site. The first 
elsewhere in order to· con- the construction of the new sch o o 1 bu i 1 ding, the 
tinue the remainder of the school buildings, classes Union School, was con-
1954-55 school year. would continue as usual, structed there in 1855, 

At first, the two hundred but in a variety of locations and later moved to a loca-
eighty-nine East studentS throughout Newcomer- tion behind the next 
were transferred to th stown. Classes were held at school building (the East 
Maplewood Elementar e . the Presbyterian, Nazarene, School) after it was con-
where half day classe~ and Calvary 1'1ethodist str~cted in 1898. T~e 
were taught for both East churches, Masomc Tem~l~, Umon S~hool was dts-
and Maplewood students. I C.1.0 .. m~ll, and the ~un~c1- mantled m 1930 and the 
The East students went to pal Building. •·1,· wood from the structure 

Construction of the . was used to ctmstruct 
new East Elementary several small private resi-
building began following dences in town. 
the removal of the former ' The West Elementary 
structure and was the School, the larger of the 

two new structures was building being 96 feet ii 
constructed on a vacant lot length, and total squart 
located on Beaver Street. footage 13,194. The tota 
The building opened for cost of constructior 
classes September l, 1957. $176,600. 
The new structure housed The West Elementar1 
Kindergarten through sev- School was originally com 
enth grade for the first prised of seventeen class 
school year (1957-58), with rooms, a larger gymnasiun 
seventh-grade classes trans- with stage area, and a caf 
ferring to the High School teria.The West building be 
building beginning the ing 385 feet in length, am 
1958-59 school year. The a total square footage o 
East Elementary building 30,388. The total cost o 
also housed a Kindergarten construction was $370, 700 
class and grades first The architects for botl 
through sixth. buildings was Sigman 8 

Originally, Kindergarten Tribbie of Cambridge. Con 
classes were held at the An- tractors were W .H 
nex building, behind the Howard & Sons of Colum 
Middle School (then known bus, Whisler Plumbing o 
as Newcomerstown High . Massillon, Columbus Heat 
School), beginning in , ing, and Burris Electric o 
September 1951, and . Coshocton. 
taug~t by Mrs. Mary Fifty years later, th 
Perkms. After the new West Elementary buildin1 
school buildings were com- · has now expanded since i 
pleted the Kindergarten was constructed and th 
classes were moved with interiors of both ~tructure 
one Kindergarten class lo- ! have been modified an 
cated in the East building, brought up to date. It i 
taught by Mrs. Elizabeth most likely expected tha 

. Watson, and the other the buildings will contin 
taught at the West building to serve the future edue<i 
by Mrs. Mary Perkins. tional needs of Newcomet 

The East Elementary stown and create mam 
School was comprised of pleas~nt memories o' 
seven classrooms, a gymna- school days for those tha 
sium and stage area. The have attended there . ... 



The , cbools of :-tl'wr om l'C' lnwn Uoo he clN'ded to J ako Brown, 
b ve progre<,l'd lo 1!10 ·e ar~ lone of his e mployes . the Isl a nd 
l.rom lhl' te t•hlng of a frw r hll· ' ln the Tuscara wos river ea s t Jf 
dn•n In !be log tabln h()tn<'s of Nugrn bridge On e lection doy 
lbe rtUers w tbc 10. tructlo n of thl ne wl y-made e ll•ctor, deed 10 
a tota l or UOS st udent~ In three hand, m ade his a ppea ra nce at 
p u blk school bullrtings . Ki ndt'f"- the P"lls aorl cast the deciding 
g11rten cl sses and gradl•s 1 vo le for the estobUshmenl or the 
lbrough 8 oo w rn1•t't In two sc hool. 
modern. wt>ll-eq ulr pecl elem ent- Uolon school was buUl on Col-
ar\' !chool building bullt ln 1957 . tegc st. in 1856. H wos a two· 
Grade se en lhrougb 12 atte nd s t<>ry fr o m e building to pped with 
C'I .!!es tn the high ·chool builu - a be ll tower . The two rooms on 
ID!! that wa~ erecled in 1924 . the firs t Cloor were used !or the 

lo bl! rabi o oo lhe norlb bank lower grades, those on the sec-
of lbe Tu&ca r:iwas r iver. Jarob ond floor for the higher grades . 
J Miller. son-Jn-law of Nicholas la 1880 It was necessary to 
Nl'lgbbor. fou nder of Ule t-0wn. make an addJt ioo of two rootns 
held clu ea for the chUdren or to this school building. It was 
the settlement 1111 early a11 1818. also In 1880 that a class of Ilve 
1J:I tructJon ln !be three R's was students received certliicate~ 
al o g,Jven to the pioneer boys for completing ii two . year 
•Lld glrl! li! the lv.·o·l'oom cabin tea chers' course. 
of the Stouller famUy that bad Tile firs t clus to graduate 
beeo built near the river ib !be f r o m Newcomerstown hJgh 
.area of Pilling sl. school was in 1882 when a class 

Jl 

Aa the Utlle hamlet grew into of five received diplomas for 
a village, classes were moved comple ting- the . three- . .year 
from the cabins to the Orst course then oUered. The re- At Jeft iS old Union school, Which ·\4as replaced by : 
school building of the town. a qu1<emen ts were changed to four elementary building. Tower and po1-tibn Of latter struc 
one · room log school house on years in 1905. Slnce niether 
the State rd .. south of the plo· ihe .5choo1 nor the town had an cla~s rooms on . each floor a_nd large tbree-stpry school building ; 
neer cemetery located on Bridge auditor ium commencement for of identical design Were ~uilt. was erected at the corner of 1 
st. Other sm all schools were the firs t gradua ting class was One, for grades . one to eight, S~ate and Riyer st. which pro· 
built 1.D the are a sur rounding held in the P resbyterian church W~s erected at the corner _of v1ded rooms for the blgh school · 
the town. on Friday , June 2, 1882. The River and. State sts., the site classes on thl.! first and second · 

In 1846 some of I.be li ttle chil- program consisted of music by now occupied by the Kroger s_u- fl~ors, and for the sev~nth and . 
dren of the community a ttended the Banks ' orchestra and essays permat~et. The other was b~1Jt eighth grndes on the third floor 
a private kindergar ten In a by each of the five graduates )D College st., replacing Uruon This school building had.features 
home on Neighbor st. This was on the following subjects: school that h.ad served as a that had not been available LO 
known u a " Da me School " "Backbone" by Mary F Neigh- place of learnmg for 44 years . the earliec structures such as 
since it was taught by :i ''dame" bor ; "Our ~fartyted Pre~ldent," Hlgh school classes occupied t~e science labora.tories, locker 
of the t.own. · Willie R. Renecke.t:· "Shall the rooms on the second floor of lhls rooms, schc.-01 library and a rom-

By 18' 9 the popula tion oC New- Pond Law Stand?': c 1 a n c y building, while grades .ont? to six bination aujitorium-gymnasium 
comerst-0wn had increased to Brown VogenJtz • "Shams " El· used rooms on the first floor. The latter gave the schools a 
fl v,e . ~undred, causing crowded la Roseborough,' ~d "l:to~ Y<iuc The ringing of th.e school bet ls pl.flee for physical education . 
~nd.i tions in the schools . Unit· Own Row," LouLou A. Johns . of these two bulldings was a fa. classes and indoor sports, school 
m g the schools in the area Into Gradu.ation ceremonies for the millar sound heacd throughout assemblies, dtamatics and grad-
one school was suggested. Un- next two classes in 1883 and lhe town. uation exerr.i11es. 
der _ the eltlstlng laws such a 1884, were held, In the same Spacious lawns ~urrounding The class of 1964 was the 41st 
.school could Mt be established church. The following year the lhese schoo1s provided pla~ • to ceceive diplomas from this 
without an approving vote of the school used the auditorium of ground space for all the chil- auditorium and the 82nd to grad· 
free holders of the tecritory to be the newly . constructed Opera dren . The water supply came uate fcom Newcomerstown high 
alfe cte~ . ~!ter a c~ nvass of the House for I.be commencement of ~rom a pump beside each build· school. 
t<> wnsbip, It was found that the the Class of 1885. From tha t mg. The pu~p often became the An additicn was made to this 
n um ber of free hol_ders who op. year until 1924 the stage of the ~cene of fnend~y water ~g.hls. building in :.936. A few years 
posed the change m schools ex- Opera House continued to he zia .fiety. and samtary cond1lloos later the sc.1001 acquired the 
.ac tly equa~ed the number that used by the schools for gradua - ~ere. improved later by install- two slory red brick building ·on 
approved 1t. Then it was that lion exercises as well as for the mg fire escapes to each building. Goodrich st. that is now known 
Col. Robert Nugen, who was on presentation of school opere ttas drinking fountains in each hall, as the schocl annex. 
tbe staff ol G<lv. Med.ill and la t- and class plays. rest rooms in the basements. The tornado that struck New -
er a member of ~ngress from In 1900 when the steady growth Further expansion of the comerstown on March 11, 1955, 
th.ts diAtrict, saw his opportuni- of the town had again caused school. sys tem be c a m e neces- damaged the two red br.; ck e le-:.y to perform a grea.t service th€ need for expanding t h e sat y in 1924. At this time a ment ary scho;,l buildings t. ieyo nd 
; tt:e Jhildren oI. thi-s valley school facilities , twQ red brick 

n e ay preceding the elec . two-story buildings with f o u r 



former East I seen behind frame building. Completed East school is shown at rlgbt. 
tcture can be This was later demolished by torna~o. 

I 
! 

: repair. Until new buildings couldl As the program of school ~ddy, vice • prealdent; Roger 
: be planned and erected, the buildings has b~n expanded to George, Annabelle Stocker and 
· classes for these schools were ' meet the needs of the growing Virgil Ervin. With the help of 

taught in sevecal buildings of co01munity1 so has the curtlCU· th• rich herltA.ge of the past, 
the town, the :\la sonic temple, lum been extended. and de\telop· lhla board is now planning for 

, CIO hall and three churches1 the ed ~ meet the high stabd.arda the f\lture developm~MI of the 
Trinity Methodist, N a z a r e n e of education that have alwa19 public achoola oL ~gters. 

; and Presbyterian. been maintained for the schools town. ~ --
1 By September, 1957, two new by the superintendents and ~e T -s -
; one-fl.0<>r-plan school buildings of boards of education of the town. own wallor wed 
· modern functional design had The men who have served as 
· been built and were ready for superintendents of the ilcllools 

occupancy by the elementary of Newcotne.-stown are: c. r. Cemetery of 
classes. One of these, the East E m e r s o n, Christian rorn"G~ 
school, a seven room building, Rev. It. Bickel, H. It. Porter, 
was c~ected on College st., the Rev. U.J. Knisley, A.M. Search, Early Settlers 

· third school building to occupy Joseph Rey, .J T. DUff, C W 
this site. The (\ther. th~ West Elliott, C.A. B'agnell, J ,T. Duft, 

: school, a 17 - room. building on E. E. Smock, R. M. Marlowe, A qll.let and ptacef\11 llPC)t far 
; Beaver st., was built on a 32- Wayne B. Hayes, C. L. Mc· remo'led from the roar and rnsh 
· aca:e tract of land. . Mabon and D. B. Roeder. of a busy world 19 usually ~elec-

Grades one through six .!nd The first .board of educatlon1 ted aa the last restlna place of 
. ~indergarte~ c_lasses are housed elected April 12, 1856, co~isted a community's deadl but pro-
, 10 these buildings. Each struc- of the rollowlng members. Ro- gresa has no thoughtl of the 
; lure ~as a multipurpose room bert Nugen, G. H. De~t, Geor~ sacredneSB of the paAt and 
~ that is used for school pro- R. Little, L. C. ·Davis, W. ll. bullda ltl present and plans its 
1 grams, indoor recreation and Craig and Amasa Brown. thh future on . the very graves 6f 
1 assemblies. The multi-purpose board had the responsibility of those who were responsible tor 

room in the West school is equip- building the Union school on Col- ita bll"tb. . 

· such. 11 tne lllstory of Ne 
comerstown's pioneer cemete 
on South Bridge at. Origina 
on the edie of the small bam 
it is now surrounded by the ht 
of industry and the roar of tr. 
fie. Enclosed by a white fent 
the plot ls aatef\llly tend£ 
Practically all the gravu h 
marken originally. but tlme a 
the elem~nts have worked th 
will upon them· and inany ha 
crumpled and broken. Markir. 
on others are completely oblit 
ated or only faintly discernib 

The first burial in this cen 
tery wa& that of Nicholas Nei 
bor, who died in 1818, and 
1819 the iecond burial t£ 
place, that of Mts. Geor 

· ped with a cafeteria w h i c h lege st. · 
, serves lunches for teachers and Members sttvlng on the pres-
. students of the West building ent board of education are: Carl 
I and the h.i gh school. Krebs Jr., president; Thomas 

Stark-er. Slde by side ln a r 
are six or seven ira vestones 
bearing the name of Tuffo 
Among those who wer,e bur 
between 1820 and 1&50 are 
names of Daniel Harris, Jc 
Gasklll, Conard Miller Sy.ut 
Hewett ·and Catherine lkeDl 
CDAUlCM rt 1CTl\U 



,_ 
Newcomerstown, Ohio Municipal Building I Opera House · 

I 

It was 1884, and America original Municipal Building/ 
was leasing the way with Opera House was constructed 
great new innovations.. The on Church Street at the site of 
Statue of Liberty was brought the present Newcomerstown 
to America from France and Municipal Building. 

· placed on her pedestal in the The Opera House ·quickly 
New York harbor, long dis- brought many exciting, popular 
tance telephone communica- shows, music recitals, and · 
tion was established between plays, both comedy and drama, 
Boston and New York for the · to Newcomerstown shortly af-
very first time, the first sky- ter opening to the public. The 
scraper was built in the city of John Iltlllip Sousa Band played 
Chicago, and author, Mark at the dedication ceremony 
Twain wrote "The Adven- . when the Opera House opened. 
tures of Huckleberry Finn." . The cost (to the Opera House 

In Neircomerstown, Ohio, management) for the Sousa 
village officia1s approved_,~) Band to appear at the Opera 
construction of the Municip<u House was $2000. The event 
Building/ Opera House at a was reported as spectacular, 
cost of $12,000. The original and seats were sold out All at-
floor plan included the village tractions at the Opera House 
fire department, police station, were booked by Redpath 
jail, and a banquet hall on the Lyceum Bureau, a national 
first level The Mayor's office, . booking agency with offices h-
council chambers, and the cated in Qllcago, and Boston. 
Opera House would occupy The last show at the Opera 
the second level The building House was booked in 1917. 
contained a front, and back Newcomerstown native, 
staircase, as well_ as an outside Nonna! Bel Geddes, who later 
fire escape leading from the became a HollyWood stage de-
second level to an alley-way on signer, attended shows at the 
the east side of the building. A · Opera House as a youth. Bel 
cupola was located above the Geddes most likely attained 
second level, and was used for some of his later set design 
seating of "special VIP guests" ideas from seeing some of the 
attending events at the Opera spectacular sets that were used 
House. The cupola · seating at the Opera House. 
contained the best seats in the Many patrons came from 
house. The price of tickets for neighboring towns, even big-
the cupola seats was consider- ger cities, to attend some .of 

. ably higher than the cost. of the shows, and plays as the · 
seating on the second level. events were highly publicired 
The Opera House boasted a and were sought after by the 
22x44 foot stage, and seating public at that time. One of the 
~ty for 500 ns. The 

popular plays was The 
Fanner's Daughter which in-
cluded a frightful scene where 
the daughter was tied up by a 
villain and put on a conveyor 
belt heading towards a large 
saw blade (a real saw and 
blade was utili7.ed to create 
the authenticity)! At the last 
minute a hero rescued her 
each time. The saw blade 
scene was very popular with 
the audience, and caused 
quite a stir. No accidents ever 
occurred. The show ran for 
several weeks by popular de-
mand 

In July 1907, a large scale 
musical performance was 
held titled, College Festival. 
The show featured over one 
hundred-fifty of Newcomer-
stown's own citizens as the 
players. The Hyperion 
Orchestra provided the mu-
sic. The cost of admission 
was 25 cents, and 35 cents 
was required for reserved 
seating. Tickets were avail-
able at the H.H. Eagon 
Drug Store on Main Street. 
(formerly located next door 
to the Newcomerstown 
News office). 

For many years the high 
school graduation ceremonies 
took p]are in the Opera House 

as the high school building (lo-
cated at the site of the current 
East Elementary School) at 
that time had no auditorium. 
In 1924, a new high school 1 
building (now the Middle 
School) was constructed, and 
the new auditorium was used 
from that time until 1968 for 
the NHS graduation cere-
monies. From the mid 19'20s 
to the early 19-fil;. the Opera 
House was utilire:l less, and 
less, and eventually fell into 
disrepair by 1945. 

In November 1946, the vil-
lage approved for the Munici-
pal Building to have a com-
plete over haul. The 1 
Wendling Brothers, a con-
struction contractor from . 
Dover, Ohio began the 
$32,000 project, financed 
from village bonds. The origi-
nal Opera House roof was re-
moved, and the building's 
second level height was re-
duced. Rooms inside· the 
structure were added, some 
walls removed New walls, 
new staircase, new windows, 
doors, and a buff colored 
brick exterior was added. On ~ 
May 12, 1948 village officials, 
and employees moved into 
the new Municipal Building. 

The Municipal Building 
continues to be utilized by 
the village, and has had mul-
tiple upgrades over · the past 
seventy years since the 1946 
update project took place. 
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Carrie Nation, the one time leader of the· Temperance Movement, came 
to Newcomerstown around the turn of the 19th Century. 



Joe Visintainer now has a recall one run by Hanson 
meat market. Sam ran an Crater on Canal Street, 
orderly place; no swearing, where the Ortt Radio store 
no loud talk and if you had is now located. 
too much to drink when Hans was a large man, very 

Newcomerstown you came in Sam would pompous, dressed in the 
Saloons and a Visit refuse to sell you anything height of fashion in those 

and politely escort you out days; a swallow tail coat 
by Carrie Nation of the front door. white vest, string tie, and a 

In the early eighteen Sam's saloon was the only "plug" hat I think that Hans 
nineties, Newcomerstown, still place visited by Carrie Na- wore the first bifocal eye-
a small village. had a surplus of ti on of hatchet-wielding glasses that I ever saw - if you 
saloons. As I recall it, there fame. She was notorious for could call two pairs of glasses 
were twelve, give or talce one walking into a saloon, berat- that He wore one pair which 
or two, and there was no occa- ing the saloon keeper, and hooked over his ears; while 
sion for a man to go without a with a few swipes of her the other pair which was 
drink providing of course that trusty hatchet (aided and called "nose pince~ were 
he had the money. abetted by some of her zeal- ·down on the end of his nose. 

In those days there were ous followers) destroy any- When he wanted to see the 
plenty of lumber being thing in sight; bottles, person to whom he was tBilc-
sawed and hauled into New- glasses, etc. and always talc- ing, it would be necessary to 
comerstown to be carried ing a few lusty swipes at the tilt his head back; so he could 
and shipped out on the rail- large. g1ass mirror behind the b~ the o~ in proper fo-
road. Hauling was, of course, back bar. Following the cus m bo~ ffe1!8 of glasses. 
done with wagons and quite singing of a hymn, giving the Hans living quarters 
often a driver would have a bartender a thorough dress- were over the s~loon. 
few drinks before he started ing down, and warning him Whether he was a widower 
his homeward journey. One to repent, she and her satel- or a bachelor, I never kne~. 
such man, I saw one day lites would depart, leaving However, he had a big 
heading back home, evi- behind plenty of wreckage. v?luptuous blonde who was 
dently having had more than During this performance, his housekeeper. 
one drink. He had also Sam stood at the far end of the Hans deci.ded tha.t he 
bought himself a sack of ba- bar and never never said a wanted her picture pamted, 
nanas. He was sitting on the word. After ~ female wreck- so he hired an artist to come 
rear hounds, or axle of his ers had departed, he pro- out from Pittsburgh to make 
wagon with the lines ceeded to clean the debris up. the picture. In four or five 
wrapped around the brake No doubt he thought aplenty. weeks, the picture was com-
handle, busily eating ba- This was the only saloon pleted. It was about three feet 
nanas, while the horses plod- raided; as the word had got wide and six feet long, long 
ded along the dusty road. around and the rest of the enol.lgh to cover the back bar. 
However, he did not talce the saloon' keepers had very On the day the painting was 
time to talce the rind off the prudently locked the fi:ont comple~ Hans v~ ~e­
bananas but was eating them doors to their establish- fully earned the pamtmg 
rind and all. I'll bet he was a ments and departed. downstairs to the bar room 
sick one when he got home!· While on the subject of and he and his bartender fas-

Sam Douglas had a sa- saloons, I cannot help but tened it on the back bar glass. 
loon on Main Street, where 

Photo courtesy of 
Newcomerstown digita l 

Archh1es 
Carrie Nation with 

hatchet and Bible in 
hand. 

Then stood back to look at it 
It was a full-length picture of 
his housekeeper clad in her 
own bare skin reclining on a 
tiger-skin rug. Business 
boomed in that saloon. Many 
came to see the painting, and 
of course, would buy a drink 
or two. 

Next week's story: 
Recollections of the 
Livery Stable Fire and 
the Stagecoach. Stories 
are reprinted from a series 
is stories by former 
NCTnews contributor, D.B. 
Moore. The historic tales 
are from Moore's book, My 
Hometown, Gekele-
mukpechunk. The book is a 
collection of true stories 
that Moore recalled from 
growing up in Newcomer-
stown. 



1Carrie Nat ion 
Visits Saloon, 
1Says 'Repent' 
I 

Have you heard about the 
·• ·ou put out my fire and I'll 
put out your fire" law that once 
prevailed in Newcomerstown? 
Or about the night Carrie Na-

1 t ion ruined Sam Douglas' sa-
loon~ 

I These are some of the inler-
1 esling tales of the Good Old 

I Says which David B. Moore of 
Newcomerstown has gathered 

, together in a little booklet call-

led "My Horne Town Gekele-
mukpecbunk." 

I 
The unwritten fire 1aw 

sprung from an incident when a 
hotel owner didn't take bis 
place in the bucket brigade ' 
when a shack near the canal ' 
burned. 

He told other fire-fighters 
that it wasn't his building so 
why ~hould he care if it burn-

led. A few months later the h(}-
tel kitchen caught fire and re-
membrances are that not too 

I 
many people turned out to as-
sist in squelching the blaze. 

Carrie Nation's visit to the 
•Douglas saloon, a very orderly 
establlshment as Moore recalls, 
was the only one she made in 
this area. She smashed bottles 
and glasses, sang a hymn and 
told Douglas he had better re-
pent. I 

Throughout the I>erlormance 
Sam stood at the far end of the · 
bar and never uttered a word. 1 

When dte female wreckers left, ' 
he calmly cleaned up the meH. 

When word of the incident got 
around town, other 1aloonkeep-
el'l -«ept theit doors locked lest 
the u-swlnglng females call on jthem. 

This is the bar of the Sam Douglas saloon, Main St., whici1 now is the 
site of Joe \ isintainer's market. The three men are unidentified. 
It is believed the picture was taken in August of 1895 when the James 
B. Clo\v Co. plant was officially opened. The pictures of parade floats 
on page 2 Section C are believed to have been taken at the Clow open-
ing also. 

MAIN STREET BAR. This is a view of the interior of 
the Sam L. Douglas saloon, believed to have been 
taken in the 1890's. It was located on Main St. \\here 
Joe's Market is now situated. D. B. Moore, in his book 
"My Home Tov.in, Gekelemukpechunk," said Sam's 
place was orderly and that swearing and loud talk was 
net permitted. "Sam's saloon was the only local place 
visited by Carrie Nation of hatchet-swinging fame", 
Mr. Moore said. While Carrie and her satellites wreck-
ed the place, Sam stood at the far end of the bar and 
never said a word. 





Lincoln's visit to Newconterstown 
At one time, the north-east For some reason, the boys Among some ·of the. indi-

corner section of property sit- apparently did not get an early viduals that reportedly passed 
uated along side the railroad enough start with ~ejr journey through were Teddy Roosevelt, 
intersection at Bridge Street· to the depot as by tpe.time they William Taft, Franklin D. 
was once a hub of activity. reached the covered railroad Roosevelt. Years later in 1952, 

People passed through the bridge (now the site of the steel a train carrying Richard Nixon 
railroad depot that was once railroad bridge that is still in stopped at the Newcomerstown 
located there, traveling to and use toaay) the train was··;xiting depot. 
from various towns and cities the covered structure. , · · The Newcomerstown depot 
across the United States. The boys were then almost dosed its doors to railroad traf-

During the mid 19th and early ready to give up on their plan . fie in the mid 1960s as railroad 
to mid 20th century, the rail- of going to the depot when the travel was gradually falling out 
road was a significant part of train slowed down and came of favor. 
people's everyday lives. It was· to a stop. The surprised youths The great freeways and 
the main source of travel, as could not believe their eyes skyways were now the pre-
well as a transport modality for when Lincoln himself stepped · ferred method for traveling. 
mail and other merchandise to out onto the train's platform.· Practically, everyone owned a 
various parts of the country. He greeted the boys, saying, vehicle by then and drove to the 

Even though the "I suppose you came to see Abe airport, and traveled back and 
Newcomerstown depot which Lincoln." fourth across the country via 
was built in 1851, is no longer As Lincoln finished s eak- the airlines. 
~tanding, the site could still · ing to the boys, the train began The Newcomerstown depot 
be considered a historic land- moving on towards its desti- eventually was tom down by 
mark due to a little known fact nation. In later speculation, ·it Conrail in March 1981. The 
that most area residents are was thought that Lincoln spot- freight station which was locat-
probably unaware of. In 1861, ted the youths running through ed on the south ·side of the 
Abraham Lincoln actually the field towards the train, and railroad tracks across from the 
stopped at depot while passing ordered a brief stop so he could depot was demolished about 
through from Springfield, Ill., greet them. 1970 after no longer being a 
on his way to Washington, D.C. When the Civil War began, useful structure, and eventually 

The trip was significant for and many of Newcomerstown's falling into disrepair. 
Lincoln as he was traveling to sons were responding, Hedge, Behind the depot, on the 
Washington for his inaugura- Mulvane, and Miskimen, all · comer of Church anrl Bridge 
tion as the sixteenth president joined the Ohio Volunteer streets, was one of the main 
of the United States. ' Infantry. The three youths . h te}s, the Fountain Hote_l. 1!_, 

The inauguration taking place never forgot their encounter ~.convenient place the train 
on March 4, 1861. with Lincoln. ·passengers could get a meal, 

In the midst of winter, Feb. When Lincoln's train arrived · or spend the night. There were 
21, 1861, to be exact, the citi- at the Newcomerstown depot several other hotels in the vil-
zens of Newcomerstown gath- that day, he once again stepped lage as well, The Cresant Ratel, 
ered at the depot in hopes of out onto the train's platform to Globe Hotel, Maurer Hotel, 
possibly at least seeing his train greet his admirers. Among the and Central Hotels were also 
pass by. citizens that patiently awaited very popular with travelers . . 

Little did they know they his arrival was the Dent fam- At one time, there were 
would actually get to see the ily. Lincoln reportedly reached any.where from four to 
great man himself. over and patted the curly head ten trains passing through 

Early , that morning, three of little Mary Dent who was Newcomerstown each day. 
young teenage boys namely, , being held by her father. The There were two sets of rail-
-Aaron Hodge, Orin Mulvane, train then proceeded on it's road tracks, trains literally 
•and Daniel Miskimen, left way . after loading coal and passed each other going in 
their homes on foot, and head- water which was the primary opposite directions, and at a 
ed east towards the village of source of fuel for trains during fairly fast rate of speed. Yes, 
Newcomerstown. · the mid 19th century. Newcomerstown's depot was . 

The boys, all childhood Throughout the years, the quite a busy place in the good 
friends resided near each other Newcomerstown depot was the old days! 
on their family farms. that were site of many other trains pass- ---'----------
located in nearby · Coshocton ing through, carrying famous 
Count. ersons. 



~,r>,~!~~~!:~J::t~~.~~O!e~ilie~!~~~:~ ~~ w~?!~m 
l 950: because Port Washington was a fueling station on the 

· . :'".Fhis card, describing a stop made by Abraham raikoa~ .. The wood was sawed by hand in convenient · 
i;itl~oln at Port Washington, Tuscarawas County, Ohio, lengths, and the water was pumped by hand from a big . 

. f'.epruary- 21, 1861, as related by the late Philip tank from which it flowed by gravity into the engine. 
, Camneck, an eyewitness, the father of Common Pleas As soon as_ .the train stopped, the crowd surrounded the 
· jl}d~e John H. Lamneck of Tuscarawas Com'J.tj,' Ohio, is- lasf ciif. anxious to see Mr. Lincoln. The train was com-
; i>re~ented to you with the compliment's of Judge posed of a baggage car, a passenger car, and the engine 
: L~eck, who has sef".ed 24 consecutiv~ _years on the and tender. There were no club cars, Pullmans or dining 
P1{ibate. Juvenile and Common Pleas Benches of his cars, such as presidents now ride in, journeying over the 

; Corinty, and who is State Welfare Director." country. Neither were there any newspaper reporters on 
¥ • ---------------- the train such as now accompany distinguished persons. 

, .On February 21st, 1861, Abraham Lincoln passed As the door of the rear car opened, Mr. Lincoln, a tall 
: t!Jiough Port Washington, Tuscarawas County, Ohio, slender man, dressed in black, with a kindly look on his · 
oa his way from his home at Springfield, Illiilpis, to face, looking exactly like his pictures we saw in the 

: W~shington, D.C., to be inaugurated President of the campaign, stepped out on the platform, bowed to the 
; P'1V-ted States. When it became kp9wn that the presi- people, and addressed them, saying: 
dent-elect would pass through Port Washington, there "Ladi~s and Gentlemen - I am pleased to see so many 
w.iis great excitement in the Village. Most of the people pleasant faces here, and am sorry I am not prepared with_ 

; bf;port and the surrounding country, including the a speech for you." He then laughed, and we knew he was 
: tel;lchers and ,the school children, of which I was one, going to say something funny. "I am like the man who 
, gathered in the public square and formed a procession was out hunting all day, and got nothing, for I have no 
· m;ded by the Port Washington Band, to go to the rail- pot to cook it in. So if I had prepared a speech for you, 
' t(>ad depot to 'see Mr. Lincoln and the train on which · I have no time to deliver it." 
; fui:was traveling. By this time they had the wood thrown in and ready to 
: ·the procession reached the depot about 9 a.m., and start. Mr. Lincoln wished us well, and hoped we might 
, pep.ding the arrival of the train, the band kept playing at all live to be old men and women, and enjoy good 
: :intervals to entertain the crowd. No one kllew when the health. He kindly thanked us for the l\onor we had 
· ftain would arrive because there were no telegraphs, shown him, bade us good!bye, and as the train pulled 
'. t~fophones or radios in those days. After waiting patient- out, stood on the platform, waving at us until the train Iy f or several hours, the train carrie into view. Everyone disappeared around the bend . ... 

·~ 
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Early Hunters 
15,000 Years Ago 

By Wayne Mortlne 
Newcomerstown Archaeologic:lll 

Society 

The pre-history of Ohio can •be 
divided into five majo11 cultures 
o"! people. These cultures appear-
ed in the Newcome:11stown area 
in varying intensity as they did 
elsewhere in the state. The first 
culture of people was called the 
Early Hunters. 

'l'HE EARLY HUNT&RS 

The Early Hunters were the 
fWst people on the North Ameri-

can CsntJlnent and were imJgr- One was made from Pennsyl-
ants :1!11om Asia. They were peo- wnia quartzite, another from 
ple who•hunted the mastl!ldonand Kentucky flint, thus giving us a 
mammoth on the southern edges good example of their travels. 
of the great poler ice cap in Ohio These people weJ?e in the New-
and ov-er the csntinent. They oomerstown uea 10,000 to 15,000 
were very nomadic, ~eaving Utt- years ago. 
le evidence of their passing. The 
only remains that we have are The disappe8l1ance of the 
a small group of characteristic glaciers and the warming te:m-
flint tools; projectile points, peratu~es . brought many changes 
gravers, scrapers, and choppers , m Ohio. The giant ice-age an-
foun~ in associati~n wifl?. the I imals varushed, :new plants app-
11emams sf long extinct animals. J ear,ed and smaller game such a11 
In the Newcomerstown !li'ea, !.ess . . ' 
than twelv~ Eady Huntel' pro- deel', rabbits,. w1ld tUFk~ys, e~~ 
jectile points have been found. became the diet of man in Ohio. 

Tb arc.bate ~ waa • ~ 
i m!J'nnt m Jl'otth A'me:rta& ""' 
rtvln• 8.009 to 8,00() yean 'eco 
He llve4 by htUltlng &hbJr, 
and gathering nature'~ bounty. 
He seemed to prefer living alons 
the rivers, using them as water-
ways to fish and travel. The 
Archaic man practl.eed no egri-
cultm-e, but harvested the ber-
ries, n>Ots, nuts 'llllld 11moms in 
their seasons, He developed lar-
ger, heavier tools, m11de up O' 
grooved axes,hammer stones and 
pesfiles. Skeletal remldnss Show 
that Archaic man was rather 
small in stature 8Dd aliebt iD 
t>.hysique. He suffered from rtc-
kets, arthritis and d,entaJ. absces-
ses. Infant mortality was high 
and the aver<lge life span was 
about twen'ty-s.even to ~ 
years. The bulk o:f the NewcttJD-
erstown Indian relic colleetie 
are macle up of Archaic artifacts. 
'11he tenances up and down thl!"I 
!l\J:>earawas Rirl!'er are ddbted 
with small campsites, and the 

----------~---~---------~~----- surrounding hill tops, when plo-
wed and swt.face hunted. Pt"O-
duce ~Y Archaic relics. 

I 
THE HOPEWELL PEOPLE 

The Hopewell pe~ple . c:losel.iv. 
followed the Adena m O~o. Its 
center -Of occupation wa:s m the 
southern part of the state. Hope-
well people, commonly refered i_o 

l as .the Moundbuilders, eon~truc.­
ed geometric earthworks m the 
ferm of circles, squares: rectang-

• les and octagons. Inside thest' 
· ~osures were o'ften f 

small sub-eeniciil to la'tltt!~rm.-t 
shaped burillil motlilds. ltQ. 
people at the site of th e • 
closm;es. Certain sections V[/le 
set asi<fe for social, cePem~~ 
and buFial purposes. Mo~t 0'1 = 
diead were cremated, whil~ tW 
important pe:11sou were lll3: 
in the flesh. Hopewell P 
practiced the most ela'ba .:..~ 
burial customs and while ~'; 
everyday llf~ dilfered: little ~ 
ather later Indian _culture;;. ·~ 
wtifacts bw:;ied w~th theit 
manifest the highest ""'* 
skillt no.rtil of Mexico: ":.Lll.t.')l 
est large concentratii.ifQ:.~:.M: 
Hopewell people wall .i 1f9i1 

THE AD"EHA PEOPLE 

~he Adena people appeared 

I' in Ohio about 800 ye8l'S before 
the Christian Era. The center 
of this culture in OIUo was the 
pres-ent cttw . o,f Chillicothe 
They we:rie the :fmst people to 
build larg:e eartl!.works, live. ill 
pennanen't locations, and pl'ao-
tice iagr.icu1ture. 'Eb:ey ~ 
duced beans, squash, pum.pkb;ls;i 
sunflowers e. n .d s1/olled s.eecl:t 
against Um.e of need. ~ 
ied a \Select f~Jl" of th$ 'P~Plir 
extended in <the fl~ !Ji. 
pared ilog tombs, lacin_m 
wo~ofarl • 
seb~lthey. 
earth mmm.dS ... 
tFom ~ 
bt 
~~ 



15,000 Yean 
{Continued ·Jlrom Page 7., Sec: 'B) · 

·decline of the ceiremonia1t aspects 
of Indian lilfe as it is 11evealed 
by materl:a1ls placed wiibh the 
gead <llll.d 'bl'Y' the 4!IDl@unt of itlme I 
11pent in consh'uction of tombs. 
'Fhese eultures made smaller ll>PG-
jedHe paints that could ·be iisea I 
w·ith the bow and arrow. 'J'® I 

l moot d-istinstiv;e ef the projee- i 
'tile points was the triangwl8!' 

, point. · l.rJlese people wel'e give?J 
; maniY nameJt at:1d '!).aye ibeef'l th~ 

vi!fed into many graiips by a!icli-
aeo1e:gi§.ts, 'Fhe t\\t;Q best k:mJ>Wfl ;, 
ane the Fort Ancient . culture 1'n 
the southwest !Part of the state ' 

.an_d tlle ~.ie.s~ an l11oq,aai's iwe:tlt, I 
iI!g 111:dian nation alang L~e I 

· Erie. They- were · semi-sedea~ ' 
graups li\>·ing lli vi!).'l'ages o'f lfrQifj 
ane hundr·ea to ... ·a few that1isandi 
persel')s 'with.' strOJ1g depen'<!ien:ee 
upon aogr,icuitur'e, whieh ·. was' 
l~ely' J;iract}ced bY the wom~i 
while the m'>al~ CGil'eentratJed 
their ac~fvities upan~ furnishhlg , 
game for the-food-supply. They 
weFe well adj'ysted to their en-
virenment aiacil had an excellent 
knowled·ge of· the populatioW? 
and ililffenent groups throughout 
the eastern United States. Thete : 
was a large series of trails m , 
e;icistence by 'which bath pi'e-
historic waders and warriors p<l$'-

. sed from o:ne area ta another, 
ei.•filloer for trade 01' ex:ciltemen.'1. \ 
The~e -Late Pfehistaric Cultures 
diffe11ed l'iitle from t!he Indians 
t!he white meR first met when 
they ~dved in America. New~ t 
"eornenstawn. was on the r.oute :ll 
tfiese peo.ple as they travelea 
narth a:nd sautb. betweeE. t 
OM0 River and the GFea-t La . 
The east and west travel tbro 
our area was also vecy · 
Many of the great trailS 
very Rear a:ncil the 'l1\1SC · 
R:ivier .att0i:ded an. eas.y 
route for these groups. '!Phe ·v 
U:iin triangufar war ipliim~ 
these later cwtlll'es ·ape fatm. ' 
in the su11.ound!ing va-lleys an · 
are hlgMy prized by ool!lee-ta 
as they are easi!cy l'.maken: 
farm machlnery. ~e time p . 
fa:r tl\i.ese eul!tures- was froin< 
years aga up 110 htis~arfa f1ltt:n 
(RefereJ1.ce used: "~ · 
d'ians o'f WD.e· Obie Vd 
thol'S~ Webb1 iB!ll~ 
Publislill~d ili!.:.v: ~a 
Society) 
:if flhe 
thrul!l."Qigli 
did, 
~ 
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The NEIGHBOR Family of Newcomerstown, Ohio 

Descendants of Leonard Neighbour Immigrant To America 1738, by L.B. Neighbour, Dixon ILL. ©1906, 2nd 
Printing 1980 

p 30-31 

"The Coming of Our People" 

Following is an extract from the commencement essay of Miss Rosa Crater, at her graduation from the 
Newcomerstown Schools, about 1890. She wrote of the pioneers of the village - of her own forefathers - and for an 
audience that included many of their descendants: 

In 1814, Nicholas Neighbour, a man of great enterprise, of some learning and of considerable means, migrated here 
from German Valley, N. J., hoping doubtless to find a country where he might realize health, riches and honor. It is a 
great pleasure to add that his hopes were amply realized. For one thing, he was made one of the early judges of Ohio. 

A road had been blazed out to the westward by some restless, undaunted Yankee, and that road, now known as the 
"State Road," was the only means of communication from the settled east. Judge Neighbour evidently thought he 
had reached the land of promise, when he arrived at the Tuscarawas Valley, as he bought hundreds of acres of the land 
all around us, and immediately returned to his native New Jersey. 

With such thrilling tales of the "New West" did he beguile his neighbors that by July in the next year, seventy-two 
souls, headed by the indomitable Nicholas, had sold all their worldly possessions and were wending their way into the 
Tuscarawas Valley. 

In wagons, some covered, some uncovered; some drawn by horses, some by oxen, were loaded their simple 
household belongings. Beds for the sick and the babies were improvised: but very sick or very young was the one 
who was willing to submit to the intolerable jolting. Mothers preferred to walk, carrying their babies in their arms. 

A picture of this little caravan, slowly wending its way over the mountain and valley, nearly a century ago, is one 
that should hang on the walls of every memory. These people were to establish not only homes, comfort and 
independence for themselves, but they were to lay the foundation of liberty, of character and of happiness, for 
generations unborn. 

We who are their descendants will surely be pardoned if, ninety years after their coming, we express a pride that we 
must feel because the blood of these sturdy pioneers flows through our own veins. 

There were the Starkers, the Neighbours, the Hoaglands, the Tuffords, the Douglasses, the Craters, and others as 
worthy. I wish to-night, facing their descendants, I could characterize them all with the eulogy they deserve. 

In the last day of July, 1815, the emigrants reached a spot knowh as the "Old Ferry," and there their journey was at 
an end. The old Coshocton county bridge, touching land now owned by George Miskiman, Jr., occupied afterward the 
site of the Old Ferry. 

ti'+ 
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On the site of the present residence ofT. A. Banks, Esq., David Neighbour built a rude log cabin, in the fall of 1815, 
(then the only kind of house possible)and this was the first house in the present corporation of Newcomerstown. 

Soon after, Judge Neighbour, with the assistance of his brothers, built a log house near the present intersection of 
the State Road with the C. & M. railroad. 

Just above the cabin of David, William the third brother built a shelter for his wife and little ones, and to-day (like a 
little grim old sentinel of the past), it stands, at the entrance to our new cemetery. So far as I can find, this, and a few 
unlettered mounds in the old cemetery, are all the visible remains of the founders of this beautiful village. 

p 35 

"Neighbour Town" 

[From the Cambridge, 0., "Scrap Book."] 

As reference has been made in OUR SCRAP BOOK to a place called "Neighbour Town," we give the following 
facts concerning its history. 

Among the earliest settlers of Oxford township, in our bordering county ofTuscarwas, was Judge Nicholas 
Neighbour, who came from New Jersey in 1814, and bought 1900 acres ofland. Returning home in the fall , he, the 
next spring, led out a company of sixty emigrants to his claim. Among these colonists were the families of his 
brothers, David and William, and other relatives. The Neighbours had clearings along a road south of the Pan Handle 
railway, and :from their number and association the settlement was called Neighbour Town. Judge Neighbour was the 
first postmaster. When, however, a village was regularly laid out in the locality, it was given the name of 
Newcomerstown." 
Learn more about Newcomerstown 

History of Tuscarawas County Ohio, 1884 

page 876 

"JACOB NEIGHBOR, farmer and stock-raiser, P. 0 . Newcomerstown, was born in this township March 6, 1844, and 
is a son of Jacob and Susanna (Neighbor) Neighbor (cousins); the former, of Irish descent, came to Ohio from Dutch 
Valley, N.J., when he was ten years old. He was born April 4, 1803, making him now an octogenarian; the latter, also 
of Dutch Valley, N. J. , was born in May, 1804. The subject of this sketch was married, September 20, 1871, to Jane 
McFarland, born in Adams Township, Coshocton County, Ohio, in January, 1842, and a daughter of Ezekiel and 
Isabel (Corbet) McFarland, the former a native of Michigan, of Irish extraction, the latter a native of Coshocton 
County, and of German and Irish descent. By this union there are four children --Alvin 0., born September 3, 1873; 
Theodore C., born September 27, 1875; John A., born January 27, 1877; and Anna Belle, born June 27, 1879." 

Contrmy to what is stated in this brief biography, the Neighbor family was of German, not Irish descent. The original 
Jacob Ndghb01; who I will refer to as Jacob, Sr, was the son of David Neighb01; one of the three brothers who are 
credited asfounding Newcomerstown. Jacob, Sr died in 1909, in Newcomerstown, and he is buried at East State 
Street Cem., Newcomerstown, Tuscarawas Co., OH His wife, Susanna, daughter of William and Catherine 
(Swackhamme1) Neighb01; died on 5 Oct 1885, and she. too, is buried at East State Street Cemetery. 

Jacob Neighb01; J1: was a soldier in the War of Rebellion, serving in Co. C, 51 st Ohio Inf Reg. He died on 18 Feb 
1919, at Grant Hospital, Columbus, OH, following swgery, and he is buried at East State Street Cemetery. His 

If 
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widow, Jane (McFarland) Neighbor was born on 2 Dec 1842; and died of "infirmities of age" 011 3 Nov 1932, 
Newcomerstown. She, too is buried at East State Street Cemete1y. Jacob and Jane~5 obituaries are included 011 the 
clips & obits page. 

page 875-76 

"WILLIAM NEIGHBOR (deceased) late farmer and canal-boatman in New Jersey, was born in New Jersey in 1807, 
and was a son of William Neighbor. Our subject emigrated to Newcomerstown, and was married, September 24, 
1833, to Sarah Cline, born April 11, 1815; died March 5, 1856. They were the parents often children, four living. Mr. 
Neighbor next married, April 9, 1857, Polly M., daughter of Milton and Catherine (Fasborough) Smith, and a widow 
of Martin Cline. She is a native of this county, born April 24, 1827. By her second marriage, Mrs. Neighbor had a 
family of two -- Marcia E. (deceased), and Frank Milton. A daughter by her first husband is the wife of G. W. 
Mulvane. She has one brother and one sister, two half-sisters and one half-brother. The subject oftheis sketch was a 
member of the Masonic order, and of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which church his widow is also a member." 
[information not relating to William Neighbor was cut from the paragraph] 

page 876 

"DAVID NEIGHBOR, of the firm of Hicks & Neighbor, Newcomerstown, dealers in boots and shoes, is by trade a 
cabinet-maker, and has been a traveling salesman and insurance agent for ten years. At the present time he is traveling 
for Millers & Hustons, of Columbus and Pittsburgh, and has been quite successful. During the war, he was a member 
of the Fifty-second Regiment, with Col. Daniel McCook, and served as Second Lieutenant. His brother, S. M., who 
was killed, was Captain. He received his wound June 27, 1864, and died at Chattanooga July 8, attended by his wife 
and brother. Our subject was wounded August 5, 1863, at La Vergne, Tenn., and had his left limb broken in two 
places. His mother was killed by being thrown from a horse. He was married twice; the first marriage was March 11, 
1858, with Harriet A. Piper, daughter of Jesse 0. Piper, who was born January 2, 1839 and died February 28, 1872. 
By this marriage there were born four children -- Jesse E., Elsie E. (deceased), Mary F. and Frank E. (deceased). The 
second marriage was on March 12, 1873, with Miss Emma 0. Davis, a native ofthis country, where she was born 
March 2, 1850. She is a daughter of Charles F. Davis. By this marriage there are four children -- Frank S., Laura A. 
(deceased), Estelle H. and Edna 0. Our subject was born September 24, 1836, in Newcomerstown. He bears the name 
of one of the oldest families in this vicinity, and from which Newcomerstown first received a name, it being formerly 
called N eighborstown." 

[David Neighbor was the son of Lambert Bowman and Harriet (Meek) Neighb01; and the grandson of David and 
Elizabeth (Trimmer) Neighb01:] 

Census Records I Vital Records I family Trees & Communities· I Immigration Records I Military Records 
Directories & Member Lists I Family & Local Histories I Newspapers & Periodicals I Court. Land & Probate I Finding Aids 
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Wiki First Name Neighbour 
Where genealogists collaborate 

Nicholas Neighbour (1762 - 1848) 

Nicholas "The judge" Neighbour 
Born 10May1762 in German Valley, NJ 

Son of Johann Leonard Neighbour II and Louisa Elizabeth (Wise) 
Neighbour 

ANCESTORS ~ 

Brother of Leonard Neighbour 111,John Neighbour. Maria Margaretta Neighbour. David 
Neighbour, William N. Neighbour, Sophia Neighbour and Jacob Neighbour 

Husband of Elizabeth Catherine (SharR) Neighbour - married 13 Feb 1785 in Oldwick, 
Hunterdon, New jersey [uncertain] 

Father of Leonard Neighbour and Catherine (Neighbour) Roberts 

Died 28 Jul 1848 in Newcomerstown, Ohio 9 

Profile last modified 3 Apr 2019 I Created 16 Feb 2015 
This page has been accessed 529 times. 

DESCENDANTS 11 

Nicholas Neighbor served his country in the Revolutionary War as a Captain in the New 
Jersey Militia under the command of Col. Jacob Ford. After the revolution he was a Whig 
in politics, voted for Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Harrison and Clay. He represented 
the county of Morris in the N.J. legislature from 1806 1808 and as a justice of the Peace 
in 1799, 1804, 1809, and 1814. He visited Ohio in 1811 and purchased a tract of 1900 
acres in the Tuscarawas valley, the present site of Newcomerstown, Nicholas Neighbor 
along with his brothers David and William led a group of N.J. settlers on a six week trek 
west on foot. 

The Neighbor family of Newcommerstown, Ohio excerpt from "Descendants of Leonard 
Neighbour Immigrant to America 1738, by L.B. Neighbour, Dixon Il l. c 1906 In 1814, 
Nicholas Neighbour, a man of great enterprise, of some learning and of considerable 
means migrated here from German Valley New Jersey, hoping doubtless to find a 
country where he might realize health, riches and honor. His hopes realized, he was 
made one of the early Judges in Ohio. When Judge Neighbour reached the Tuscarawas 
Valley, he purchased hundreds of acres of land. Then he returned to New jersey to tell 
tales of this country. By July 1815 72 people headed by the Judge, pack their belongings 
and made their way to Ohio. These pioneers established the foun.dation for generations 
to come. 
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'M I essage 
From 1814 
Pioneer 

By George G. Shurtz l.,.. The wild deer roamed at will: 
the bear was often seen. Where 
we now live slood an Indian 

Accepting an tinvita.ttion from village, the capital of the Dela-
our local paper o w~1 e an ~r- . ware nation. It was called Ge-
ticle for its sesqu1centen~1al I kelemukpechunk, and was ruled 
number, and to write an article by Chief Netawatwes, later call-
of my rnvn choos ing, and lo have ed Chief Newcomer Th ill 
a r_ree hand. wit h no reslriclions, of the Indians containe~ "ab~~~ 
r .. i esolved that 1~ there be any 100 log huts. Many of these 
\ 1rtue in this article, due credit were abandoned later as the 
shall be given to the Newcom- capital was moved to what is 
:rstowl?- . News, and if there be now Coshocton. Some of these 

ny cn!tc1sm, let the barbs be buts wi:!re occupied later by the 
a imed at me h 'te · S I ·I . b. w J men. 0 c im ed to a place . upon There were white men here 
my watchtower, there to . scan early before the settlement was 
~he past, look a look at the pres- made'. John Mulvane was here as 

nt. and, adding up the · past early as 1804. Records were 
and the present, make a brief found that showed he dealt with 
prophesy of the fut.ure. a Mr. Peters a store keeper at 

To scan 1he past 1s not diffi- Gnadenhutte~ at that time. Da-
cult, because .we have memory. vid Johnsonn was here in 1805. 
We have written records and Daniel Harris was here prior to 
we have m0numents. We have, 1809. 
here and there, the ruins of our 
yesterdays as the succeeding 
years have abandonded the 
structures built in the long ago. 
We know now that the first 
World War sowed the seeds of 
the second. We also know that 
the second world war left so 
many divisions, hatreds, and so 
much confusion that the third 
great conflict is knocking at the 
door. Some will say "no" but as 
lhe heavy atmosphere fortells 
the coming storm. so the greed 
~he. ambitions, the.sunken mora~ 
md1cate the commg crisis. 

Before the men and women 
of New Jersey came, the spot 
where OW' village stands was 
~ tor situation. The Tus-

was a ribbon ot clear, 
~ u.fet:J.v •· 

elear, fl•heb .:ol.lld ~ •-u u"ll 
neath the surface; so pure it 
co!11d be used to quench the 
thirst. The locallon was one 
great unending forest of oak, 
poplar and chestnut. No el'osion 
was there for the great forest 
trees drank up the fa]ljng rains. 
Nor wos there any refuse dump-
ed in the river. 

GEORGE BIBLE was here 
when Nicholas Neighbor came. 
South of the river the Indians 
had cleared a tract of land vn 
which they planted their corn. 

From my watchtower I looked 
back to the beginning of our 
days, one hundred and fifty 
years ago. Jam es Madison was 
President of the United States. 
He was the fourlh, five feet four 
inches tall and weighing 100 
pounds. But he was the father 
of the constitution, the champ-
ion of the Bill of Rights. 

One hundred and fifly years 
ago, the British burned the city 
of Washington, including the 
government buildings. The pres-
ident and Dolly Madison were 
forced to flee the While House 
anct .the city. Before leaving, Mrs. 
Madison grabbed up what she 
could, including the portrait of 
Washington, painled by Stuart. 

I It hangs in the White House to-
da . 

Newcomerstown News, Thurs .. Aug. 13. 1964 

One hundred and fifty years 
ago the War of 1812 had jusl I been won, but, before the ar-
rangements could be made, An-
drew Jackson had won the great 
battle of New Orleans against 

.I the British, where in less than 
1·half an hour, seven hundred 
British soldiers were killed, four-
teen hundred wounded, and sev-

1 en hundred taken prisoner. Our 
loss was eight killed and thir-
teen wounded. 

One hundred and Ii(ly years 
ago Thomas Worthington was 
governor of Ohio. A boy, five 
years old, tall for his age, and 

. not very attractive, played a-
round a Kentucky cabin. The 
name of this small lad was Abra-
ham Lincoln. Edgar Allen Poe. 
also a boy of five, was at play 
on the eastern seaboard. He, 
who was destined to live bul 
thirty and five years more, but 
to leave a name as one of th~ 
greatest poets of America. U.S. 
Grant was not to be born for 
thirteen years. 

IN THAT HOUR, which has so 
much meaning for us, a young 

altimore lawyer wa standing 
on the deck of the Minden, the 
flagship of the British battle 

eet anchored in Chesapeake 
y. 
Be bad 1on 

I At ease on my watchtower I 
thought that the best way to vis-
ualize the past was to take a 
quiet trip, unknown to anyone, 
back through the long years and 
have a talk with Nicholas Neigh-
bor, face to face and heart to 
heart. I did. I found him to be a 
fine character, a man worthy to 
lay the foundation of our pres-
ent vil1age. He it was who had 
heard of this location, who bad 
scanned it and found it beautiful 
for habitation. He it was who be-
came its first postmaster; its 
first merchant; also a judge who 
sat as an associate at the trial of 
John Funston. It was a delight 
to meet him and ~et . this first 
hand knowledge. So, I asked him 
some questions and I give you 
his answers. 

"Why?" I asked him, "did you 
and yours leave New Jersey, 
where you had access to so manYi 
markets: where you had so man 
contacts: where you enjoyed the 
comforts and the necessities oi 
life?" 

(Continued on page 5) 



'Message' From 
Pioneer Of ·1814 

"THE RIVER still flows just 
as it did when we came to the 
west. Towns may rise and fall : 
people come and go, but it goes 
on forever. If it could talk, if ii 
could reflect back, the things re-

"I am gla~ you asl<eu me tha!, I! who know befler: who spurn the 
. sir. The :father of John Funston, Sabbath : 'l;Vho pur no shoulder 

Nicholas Funston, was a squai- beneath the burdens of !.he 
ter. That is, he settled on )and church ; who con tribute no oil to 
that was not his own. Jn ihis casp keep the lamps in the ·temple 
it belonged to the General Jno. burning; who eat their bread 
Stark and his son, Lt. Archibald and never look up to ~ay ''thank 
Slark, whose names were illuslri- you ... Spans 150 Years 

"Hungry for the c.hurch~ AP~ 

(Continued from page 1) 

, fleeted in its waters, what a 
story it could tell. Just east of us 
there stood, a few years before 
we came, so few that the ashes 
could st ill be seen, and the 
mound is st ill there, there stooci 
a small Chri stian Indian villagt. 1 

ous in the War of lhe Revolu-
tion. For their great part in the 

1 t . th government gave yes, b_ut lhere was none. Btlt a_s 
revo u ion e Naomi traveled to Moab tooK 
them a thousand acres which has 1 ·her fa i th with her and bv her 
erer been called the Stark Pat- fa ith won the lov'eiv Ruth so 
~nt. Nicholas had a large !am- we brought our faii h with us 

HE ANSWERED. "From be-
vond the mountai.ns word came 
io us that there was a spot. in 
the bend of a beautiful rive::-. 
called the Tuscarawas, that was 
like unto the garden of the goa[. 
That the pla in ~was graced o~· 
a ereal forest of the oak. the 
chestnut and the poplar tree!. 
That the soil was rich. The wild 

"It was moul ded and shaped I 
into trusting, bel iev ing souls by 
the great Morav ian shephePci~ 
who dwell among them, whc, 
while they were gathering their 
crops, noticed the coming of a 
small army of white men. Men 
who came w ith the friendl y hand 

ily .. He was a rough character. from the east and kept it. until 
He Jived by the rod and the gun at last it expressed itself in a 
as did his son, John. What they temple built unto God. 
wanted , the rod and the gun got "We were just an ordinary, 
for them. simple group of people. but w e 

d~er and the bear . roamed _ai and the smooth voice of good 
will. and a t eventide naugnt will , both of which contained th .. 
could _be heard but the song of I poisoned dagger. Came, as they 
the w1~d _t hrough the trees, ll?d J said, to befrie nd them : to, be-
lhe p1'.11nt1ve note~ of the whip- .cause of the dangerous condi· 
poor~11l . And, srr._ we lor.~ed lions, take them to Pittsburg, 
for hber~y . Thal liberty whi_ch where they would be cared for. 
our p1lgnm. fathers sought, wno Trusting, the Indians surren-
lurne_d the1r backs on the 0p- dered to the white men all' their 
P.ress1ons of l~he. old world . !ne weapons. Then, unarmed and 
n ght lo be flee. to be men. to helpless, they were herded into 
grow, unfettered and un_bossed. the cabins and told that they 
To be what God meant hJs crea- were to be des troyed. About 
lures to be. Free to come an~ ninety and six of them. Sixty 
go: to plow : to plant : to rea p . two were grown persons, one 
lo plan : lo build. To love God I third o! whom were women 
wi~h all your hearts and your Thirty-four of them were chi1· 
neighbor as yourself. dren: many at the mothe::- ~ 

"Remember, sir, there w as no believed ·that only a great and 
church not until several years wise creator could fashion a 
la ter. No ringing of the bells world so beautiful as we found 
call ing to w orship. No Sabbath il here beside the r iver. 

"You have great and imposing 
school. No prayers did John hear school buildings bu t great build-
at his home. No gract at mea1s. ings don't necessarily make great 
So far as known they never schools. jus t 3 grea t houses 
heard a sermon, and as for ---
school, perhaps a few weeks. "''n't ih .~e j:rt' t hr•me~. nnrl 

hl.r!I<' ll •lll t11h• lv drn rcht:'s n r., Money was scarce, not only !or · 
them, but for all, and it w as nut o h uys hou t·~ nf God. 
precious ; a priie worth having " JACOB AND God lumud a 
if gained honestly. wild t> rnc>i;s Into n Oc thel, m cu 1>· 

"Young Funston gained his by 
the use of the gun. So, yearning 
for gold and hearing that trad-
ers ever carried gold on their 

in11 house of God, a nd man 

"We came through the path- breast. And Doddridge, speaking 
less woods. Your land today. of them in his memoirs says, 

person, and with no apprecia-. 
tion of tJ1e value of human life, ------~-~--~--­
he set forth with a gun to get 
his gold. 

sir, is covered wi th great high- "When their fate was ' m ade- 1 "YOU. SIR. have fifteen 
ways. Bands of steel connect known lo them these devoted churches in your village, and 
your coasts. The whir of motors people embFaced and kissed b t· each thinks it is just a little bit 
is heard in your sky. It took us dewing each others fa ces ' and better than the others; your 
four weeks t.o come iro!Yl N~w bosoms with their mutual teari:.. b 11 ring out the invitation ro 
J • rsey to this spot beside tne · e s . s bb th : · w · h d Asked pardon each of the other worship on every a a · morn, river. e came in orse raw n b h If f pie or more wa ons. We fordE:d streams of -,.,,.. 'lily o!fons" "'"" minht h 'l ·~ ut a · o your peo . . 
wafer We climbed the sides 0 ~ l\"en them through hfe. 5 0 are deaf to the call of. the fbetl~s, 

· · · d bli d lo the keeping o "~ great mountains. We marched by ·rusting m the Great Father a- an n ..,..,.......,._.,,,===-~--
day and rested by n ight beside bo e. they began lo sing the Sabbath. 
the camp !ire. With u3 we byrnns the preachers had taught Jno. Funston kiJled for gold, 
brought all our worldly goods them. T hen they bega'1 to pray having not the benefit of preach-
which did not amount lo mucn. and <'ommit their souls unto ing, prayers or Chris tian home, 
but it was ours. We slept at God. ."-nd o, while singing and or Christian associates. He be-
night within the wagons. We had praying, they went out to the came dangerous in the atmos-
a feeling, like unto the children I happ hunting ground about phere in which he was reared. 
of Israel, on their way to the wb1ch they had so often dream- But you, sir, have all that he 
land of promise. We were h1<p- ed. didn' t have. You hear the ring-
py. "Mothers oled hoicilng their ing of the welcome bells on t.he 

"Happiness is a condition. The babes at their breasts. Babes Sabbath day and many of you 
child may be happy in an envir- died 111 mothers arms. Children are busy at work. You have 
onment which would be terrible C'Ul to p ieces. And so they all many ministers in the midst o! 
to an adult. The adult may Le died, and the old river, which you who would be glad to serve 
happy in an tmos here where I you and yet things are happening 

a
can

11
_} speak, was witness to it in your day far worse than {bat a child would be miserable. 

Happiness is a condition. Some which happened in our day. You 
1. · · b t · ROW. ~cHOLAS NEIGH- remember ow·s for one hundred 1ve m ma nsions, u are miser- & .. & 
able. Some have great wealth BOB. I k and fifty years: Yours are so want to as you a ques- many and so common that they and are strangers to happiness. '"'on. w k u e now. we are ever re- happen one day and are forgot-We were poor, but happy. We "oded th t t ty tw 

W h _ nu , a wen - a-year- ten the next." 
lived in huts of logs. e ao old .Tohn Funston, son of Nich- · 
health and the willingness to 91as Funston, killed the post Maybe, I say, yes, maybe, the 
work. Beneath some roofs there , who was traveling with God of mercy who knows all 
is misery. Beneath our rough mail on 8 trail that led from things and knows all conlribu-
hewn roofs we had oneness and n eastward. We also ting causes, will have some mer-
peace. We had no labor saving that it was 11 trader, with cy on the ·soul of young John 
devices. As we saw lhe sun rise th on some over the forest at morn we wen• gold, who was to pass at that - Funston, more an up 
thrilled and when it went to its l-'J11r •Int ho:! in tended to k!ll. I 
rest beyond the stately trees wf.> 1 But f he t rader was la te and, 
turned to our rest, knowing thinking the post boy was the 
that the same sun would come trader, he shot him from am-
again, bringing its light and ils bush. This took place one hun-
warmth." dred and forty years ago. But 

'---------~------.......J. it's very fresh to us in song and 
story. Since you , sir, were an 
assoc:iate judge at the trial of 
young Funston, will you give 
us your version of the affair. 

'fl 



th .- ;11 n11 • " ' l'n 
I 'Pl Jtl. 1 ·~ Ji\ 11i l'P 
1 j, 11, t l dt Vt l1 lfJtft 1d IP 

1 l h •d - h .11' .I th . ""' " , llh' 
built • i... • ,, 1,, ,, i1 lu 11l"\t ' n\t l n f 
lf • "'i \ \ I i h l b•p t If t,.pl~ l Ct' 1\l P1l 
Id h \{Cl t h I ..;J} I d i (·ha ldf ' I \ 

1>1 1ld !'>' tn ,, m l l'r ..i nd k t> < P 
,. n m 'l 111• 1.J, nd•"~ h ad nl> 
• 1 t ' J),· •,~ \\ L' f l' pl..lt't tl on pins 
.J, 11 l h • \\:i ll ' Thc» c' wi lh chll -

1.11c• 11 p11d lt tt.\ t•.:-nl s p<.'r month 
p •t p 1p1l. 

·Th" 1e.wlwr'o pay omm111l ed 
'" the r1-., n·t fvtal of ten to 
l \1· 1--· dnllo1-- per monlh and 
lh~v '" '" ' " gn1w ll'.'d . B ui s ince 
f h L·1·1 w:i!'n't much money they 
'"""" na irl In commodities. Each 
kiwhPr would ~ l a v a week a l a 
I irne in one of the ca bins. 

" Th srhool term would las t 
'" ' """"P t h 3n lhree mnril hs. The ,.,h';_.,., , 1:i 11 i:rht. gen Pr a llv . w Pl'P 

Mo r1 ir ,. ' "t>iti nj?' 11nd aril_hmetic. , 
Pr:wnr~ \" erP offerer! 1n th,. ' 
'·l~~o l 1"'''"'1, bt1 I we have hea rd l 
' " ' ' "'" ' h:l\·e a suoreme rourt. 
~.., ; ,., • .. !Jir,.nl , !''> w ise. so broad. 
so •clt'a m·1>d, thnt it P-'Oes a lone ' 
'." ilh llnnih r na tion. Russi<> . in 
<:'lv in!! th,1 we clon' t need Goel . 
"0 ir> their wisd om they hav~ 
:1 bolished G0d and His Book 
from th e public schools. That 
vou can hear the name of God 
handled on your streets and in I 
your shop; as one would handle 
a handful of f ilth, hut your chil-
dren in your pub lic schools can 
not sav. "Our Fa ther, Who a rt 
in heaven. hallowed by Thy 
name". That you and your chil-
d ren have acce-s. ~!most every-
...- here, to all kinds of putrid 

1 Li tera tw·e, bu! your children are 
1 forbidden in your schools to read 
, or have read, .. J ehovah is mr 

Shepherd" or. "The Lor d is my 
' li gh t and m r sal vation," or "per-
' mit the little ch ildren lo come 
1 un to Me." a nd even a ""e are I t-ilk ing I hear that the Minister-
! ial As3')dation of Youngstown in 

I 
YOLlr sta le ha.; i;;on~ on recor c 
aga ins t pnver and Dible reading 
in th e public school and are op-
P05t'd to any law r equiring it. 
Youngstown · the town of mur-
der : t he town of bom biQts: the 
lo\ ·n of gangsters: the town 
whose reputa lion baa been I 
broadcast throughout the n a tion. 

"These shepherds who are sup. J 
posed to s ta nd on ~ whc> 
a re supposed to be a v,, cry-
ing in the wildenaess. onq 
are not uveal ing a d in 
YoUQlftowq. bta want to ~oltab 
him iht"Oughout the natiOll. I am 
glad, 11.r, that we lived one hun-
dred and more year1 ago when 
our ministers believed i God; 
bel~yed that they were 1ent 

r-rom pass. W e coul~ .:;-ot escape ~o 
hum Goel . wilh u mc$'iage lhc rim having no means ol exit . 
r. o1 l , '>nd tho! wh1•rcver lh1>Y No trnnsporlolion, 90 we· w ere-
w •nt . t hl' .. 101·y nf God w 11 re- he ld together, socially and re;li~­
vC':i led . iously. We shared, w e ne1 go-

.. A RE YOU thr bPlt r r hcra use 
nf the prc!<cnt tendency A re 
vou the wiser; arc you making 

' he tt i>r citizens: is the moral <il -
n•0;;phere purer? Hasn' t your 
civi liza tion become s o brood 
thnt it is thin ? So progressive 
tin t it h"ls run away from the 
rundament;:i ls of the republic? 
I wonder how you can sing 
"Faith of Our Fa thers," or, "Our 
Fathers God to Thee: Author of 
liberty; To Thee we sing" . . . 

"Knowes l thou not t.hat c1v1-
liza t ion can be cursed with poli-
t icians and lost because of a lack. 
of statesmen? 

"We fought our battles, we 
tilled the soil, we ate our bread 
by the sweat of our brow. We 
had no super government which 
taxed us in order to use the 
money to buy protection and re· 
spect. Neither can be bought 
any more than love can be 
bought. We weren't fed from the 
powers above, nor did we sur-
render our individuality nor our 
personality for a mess of pottage. 
We were the kings and queens 
in the realm in which we lived, 
where it was good to hear the 
watch dog's honest bark: bay 
deep mouthed welcome, as we 
drew near home. Our home was 
our castle. We prized life, liberty 
and the right to seek pure happi-
ness and we refused to ·barter 
these rights away . 

"Is it any wonder that more 
great characters appeued_ ~pon 
the American scene, and in the 
arena of public affairs, tha~ in 
any like period in all Amencan 
history, or in the history of my 
other nation. 

"I :mention a few. Washing 
ton, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, Clay, Calhoun, Jackson 
and Marshall and many more 
who took part in shaping a re-
public of free men. Yes, we lived 
one hundred and more years ago, 
but we lived. We did not float 
with the tides, nor were we driY· 
en by the winds. We elected 
men to office who acted like tbe 
servants of the .people and not 
as the masters. Men w ho chal-
lenged us, and not men who of-
fered us the universe if we 
would juat fall down a nd wor-
ship them . 

"Then, our day differed from 
yours, in that it moved toward 
the renter, and that is the di 
rection it should take. Ctrcurn 
sanees perhaps broucht. thl1 to 

bored, we were knit closely to-
gether . You in your day move 
toward the rim, away from 
neighborliness,' away fr om t he 
church, away from real bro Lh-
erhood. J1nsLead of controllin l! 
your modern inventions, you are 
controlled by them. You have 
means of getting away, so you 
go. When the church was erect -
ed in our midst we were grate· 
ful and took advantage of it. 
"You have dedicated the Lord'~ 

day to spor ts, recreaLion and 
travel, using the time-worn ar · 
rument that if you work s1Y. 
days a week you should take the 
seventh to enjoy yourself. Bu·_ 
you don't work six days an'· 
more. You don't work ten and 

twelve hours a day now. You 
perrnil your modern fac il it ies to 
work a gainsl your grea ter we~­
fa re and truer happiness. Our 
lack of these perha ps held us to -
0e thei-. It's wondel'ful when one 
can be the master of his fate 
the captain of his soul." 

AND NOW I asked him abou! 
religion in his day and he told 
me and I pass it on to you. 

"This tow n, as you k now sir, 
was first called Neighbor Town 
because of t he m any Neighbors 
who m ade up the early settle-
ment. Together w ith the Gard-
ners, the Cobbs, Overholt, Welch, 
Starker, Morgan, Tufford, Mii-

1 

ler, Flock, Creter and many oth-
ers. The Mulvanes and others 
were a.lready here. Most of these 
were of the Lutheran persua-
sion. Many were of the Metho-
dist. There is no question but 
that the Lutherans and the 
Methodists were the first settlers 
of this village. 

"A. J . Creter gave a parcel 
of ground south and west of 
what was the pipe shop ground 
and on this the first church 
building was erected by the Lu-
therans, a log house. The Fest of 
the ground was to be used for a 
burial ground. 

"If I could take you back to 
m y day and reveal to you what 
we had, a nd then you could re-
turn to your now. how much 
more you would appreciate what 
you ha e. B ut this can't be. 

"A m ini tt>r by the name of 
J a mes W:1lt s w 1 th Cir ·t Meth· 
odis t c·irc ui t ridnr we kn w. Hi 
circuit I'. a 47; 11111 long. lt 

t d t z n 111 • th n mo -
rd Wbe ltnlJ. then north· 

wt ll'U 1111 nur.h N ew 1'h1!Jdf·lphl:1 \ 
to Cun t on , .thr n w \ ond 111Julh \ 
hark ftJ Z11rw~v illt . ·1 h1.~. lr, nn 
hot r- 1.Ju,.k. tlo rough " rJi·n ' ' I 
w il1h•rn1 H'4 and 11 V1.. .. r , tr11 o m . A 
he wr> nt lw prt rH·hod. I Ir, ~owed 
lhe seed w hich grcw into lulurc 
rhurrhe 11 

"For ht pr.y, tw re<'l.'ivcd thF ' 
1;ol1fi r,1r lion which is izivcn lo o I 
rlr>votrcl s«r va nl of lhe Lorri H I.' 
wa · enter lained in lh<> hom"s or 
ca bins n( 1he o"ople. h11L al tim e"' 
s lep t in the dark woods a t n ighl. 

"This Methodis t circuit RtMt· 
ed in 1807 and .vou may know 
how seldom we heard the prea-
ching of the word. Bu t w hPn we 
knew that it was Li me for h is aP· 
pearance we became eager. 
When he came we met in th.-
open when the wea ther perm it· 
ted and when not. in a barn. Ah 
yes, hungry were we for th <" 
bread that satisfie lh : These bra· 
ve sold iers of the cross w ho serv-
ed their day and t hen silently 
passed through the Wes tern 
Gates. But their works do fo llow 
them. 

"BUT THE LUTHERANS h ad '1 

the f irst organization. The 
Methodis ts. •or a while, met 111 
the cabins for worship. You who 
today worship in beautiful te'!1-
ples would laugh at our t emp1e. 
A log house; benches without 
backs ; and the windows were 
of paper, covered with tallow 
to Jet the light shine in. But 
friend, it's not so much the 
building as it is the occupant. 
God, who came down to the wil-
derness place, and looked upon 
Jacob, transformed that place 
into a Bethel, (house of God) 
so, our log building became a-
glow with God when we went 
there to meet Him. All houses 
are not homes and all church 
buildings are not Bethels. 

"I remember so well, and you 
will appreciate this. Al our fir~t 
communion there were but six 
present and five of them. ~ere 
Neighbors : myself, Wilham, 
Hannah, Elizabeth and Cather· 
ine Neighbor and Margaret Tuf-
ford. The Rev. E. Greenwald 
wa& our minister coming to us 
on the 11th of November, 1832. 
Our first communion was held 
May th, 1834. But it was a real 
communion, for you must kn~w, 
sir, that at the first commuruon 
ever held there were but twelve 
present: one had gone out into 
the night and was not. 

"'llhen, later, we built a brick 
churoh on what you call Rod-
ney's Hill .And you tell me that 
much of it still stands." 

I tbaJlked. Nicholas Neighbor 
!Pr his .Information and as he lef t 
me, or ratl'wr1 I left him, I 
t.\O "'Yell, the Neighbors. 

the Outlilers, the 
c.ws and 

the 



d thers t'nme up-
1\ad his exit an . o 'th~ll" chi\-

the same stage, . d on · 1 . grandch1l ren 
dre; th .a;dha~ ': '~art to pl~Y a1~~ 

n m ade their ex . 
th n they. too, the s tage. 

Now we are upon . 
bile· just. passing 

F ol" a w • brief period 
through . Here fo~p~rtunity tha t 
an d with an Or 
never comes but once. 

ND I THOUGHT. "Have the 
A who came and wen~t made 

ones deep impressions? Did they 
any flowers by the way, 
Plant anY f ed t 
whose fragrance is _wa t o ·~ 

D'd they bu1ld any bnd 
today. I an the tide? Did they 
ges k tot~~ crooked straight; the 
ma e smooth? Did they 
rough ways f th wan-b ·id anY shelters or e 
d~er or places for the oppr:ss· 
d' But we are on the s age 

e · T play a part. When we now. 0 ' d ta.k ou·T d through an e · 
have ~as~he silent halls of death 
place m look back from the po!· 
can we e and smile. Or ;p1U 
tals of heav n "I'd giv~ 
we look back and c::r'! • in " 
all to walk that trail aga . " 

I emember as a small bll. 
that rl often saw Sam Neighb~? 

f the first settler. h~ the son o ·u B lived at the base of yon h l. . ~· 
lived in a small cabin beside. t 
great rock. He was called lh~ 
old fisherman. One day as 
Young man, he thrUst a willo"'. 
cane down in the earth on th" 
banks of the. then canal. It t001~ 
root. It grew. It became a great . 

willow tree and there. under its 1 of the past and with it some ther more precious than bu~lion. 
shade, the boys of the vi1lage I thoughts of ~he present. Wh~t j Souls of more val ue than silver. 
went to swim, and I was among of tomorrow? The hour w ill I To restore th~ color s to the flag 
them. r_ t became the old swim-

1 

come w hen w e will go the w~y I and ral~y _agam around the fla: 
ming h ole. of all the earth. The town w ill 1 of patriotism. And ~ssemble a 

Maybe w e ca n plan t .-ometb ing · t I round an altar of faith, so long . . . . 1 1 pers1s . . d d durmg this celebration t ha t w il I d1scar e . 
take root an_d grow so that fu- A THOUGHTFUL m an makes I Then will our houses be trans-
ture generat1?ns may come and his own garden beaut iful. He formed into homes; our churc~­
re~ t beneath I!s shade. And then I p lants his flowers and shrubs. es into Bethels, and there Wlll 
thmk of _us kindly who thougl~ t :I He cares for his lawn. He makes we meet God face to face ~d 
of them. m !he. long ago. If th~s his house, within and without. there will we be able to smg, 
~el~brat10n is Just a ~urra~, ~ ; I as attractive as possible. One I "Nearer my God to Thee, near-
1t is but for a good time, If i . knew in the Shenandoah Valley, er to Thee. All hail to the ones 
be . a b~bble on the sw·face w hose minister I was, lived in who stopped here one hundred 
~vh1ch w~ll soon . burst and pa_ss an old, somewhat tumble down and fifty years ago; ~ho love.d 
~nto nothmgness, what good will house by the side of the roaa, i t so much they rem~med. Lets 
lt do? but she had roses climbing all take the torch of hberty they 

There is no question but that over the house and it became lighted and carry it, so high and 
many who have lived here, ma<ii: beautiful. Why can't we band so well, that its rays will pen-
their money here and have died together and make t he town the etrate the coming years and be 
here have done very little for the pioneers gave us beautiful? seen by those who follow us up-
town that gave them shelter. Plant our shrubs and trees and on the stage of action in the 
Will we do the same? Will we flowers and practice neighborli- years to come. Maybe they w ill 
join the ranks of the forgotten? ness .. . to be k ind!y affectioned, pause sometime and · somewhere 
Or will we so act, so live, be a one to another. To greet the and pay a silent tribu te to ones 
neighbor, a helper, a i:ontributor pass ing stranger. To create an w ho helped to prepare the way 
to the things that are real and of a tmosphere of good will t o men. for them , and v ho left them a 
good report? I have spoken much To put God a bove gold. A bro- goodly heri tage. 
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I Library St:arted 
Here 29 years Ago 

By Christina Macmillan of many people. Hi h 
Th N dents carried th g School stu. 

I 
Librarye weawscoomers~own Public and shelvin e tables, chairs rga d th g up Main St ' 
the result of 1 mze in 1935 e new location Th reet to I 
planning by .~ng and careful moved by membe e books were 
in securing c1r~ens interested ior Chamber of (? of the Jun-
community. a In~:::"t .fm·or their Jaycee Wives th o~erce, the 
worthy proi·ect . this Library Club 'the ~· l Stgh School w a f other willin ' ir couts and 
aroused by the mem s t r s t g workers 
Women's Club who ~; of the Baskets borrowed · 
for many years for a d . ho?ed Hackenbracht A 1 from 'the 

' ary, and by Th H public ltbr- were filled with P~ ek Orchards c e eller Brothers baskets numbe 
0 

s and th• om~any who had a small libr- with numb red to correspond 
ary m . then· factory for the use which they e;:o::ind thbee shelves on 
of their employees. baskets w · placed. T"ne 

Enthusiasm for start1· ng the ti·- truck b ere then lowered to a brar Y a conveyor in 
Y w2s ~~~~·m by the generous delivered by the truck t [heverse, 

respons·e tnat was given Lo re- library o e new 
quests for help in. launch.mg th1·s back ' dempty baskets brough: d an eleva~ed by the con-
en eavor. Contributions to a Ii- veyor to be filled with ~~. fund were made by man books. more 
md1v1duals and by local indu;'. 

, tries, merchants, lodges and · · On April 15, 1961, Open House 
1 
and social organizations. c~~ W?s observed in the new lib 
proceeds fro~ two Tag Days and with 900 visitors admirin~ r~r 
fr?m sponsonng a movie at the beautifully decorated rooms an~ 
Ritz Theater added revenue to the neat shelves of books. 
the treasury. An allotment of 
$800.00 was received from county THE C~~ of location 
tax fu.J_Mls. Evel'l. the sui:n of $5.00 c_aused an tn~ase in the use~f 
the pnz~ in a liars contest held ~ materials, as. Ml 
at a Heller Brothers Company a:11t1cipate~. In the three 
picnic, was donated to the libr- smC'e April, 1961, an average or ary. 37,000 books and magazines a year 

habe been borrowed for boml!' 
'?ifts of time, labor. and ma- use. This is an increase of 4,000 a 

tenals were given to help build year over the yearly circulatioD 
' tables and shelves for th<:! libr-1 f-Or the .three preceeding years. 
ary. Rooms were rented in the The library, starting with 8ll 
Kaden building at 119'h Main ~ocation of $800.00 is now oper-
Street. After the rooms were re- ating on a yearly budget of $13,-
decorated and furnished, dona- 000.00 allocated by the Budget 
tions of books were received from Commission . of . TU.scarawas 
people in thE community and from County. from intangible truces col-
the public libraries of Dover and lected m the county. 
New Philadelphia. When the new The members of the first Board 
library was opened on the first of of Trustees that established the 
June, there was a collection of library in 1935 were: Wm. E. 
two thousand . books on its shel- Thomas, President; Mrs. Manuel 
ves. Yingling, Vice President; MisS 

Christina Maemillan. Secretary; 
FROM A BEGINNING of 2,000 Rev. R. A. Morris, Treasurer; 

. books, the number has st>eadily · Mrs. C. B. Vogenitz; Charles Ed-
increased until now, in 1964, i1 wards; and Warren Prosser. Oth-
has reached a total of 14,000 vol- er residents who also received 
umes_. In addition to these books, appo,!!1~ T8$~d!M!81mililt~ 

8ellt. Archie Fletcher, Sr~ Miss 
Neva Tidrick, Mrs. Kenneth Beall 
Mrs. John Ross, Mrs. C. E. Ash-

The first librarian was MiSS elman. Rev. Cbarl'es Foust, Rev . 
. Mary Alice Justus. she held this Henry HolyoU, and Rev. DOnald 
• pontion for siX months, then wu ])oSs. The members of the board 
l succeeded by Mrs. Doris Beaure- now serving the librarY are: W. 
· gard. Librarians who followed E. ourant. president; Ralph :Rob-
:Mn. Beauregard were: Miss Lil- inson. Vice President; Mrs. Ver-
lian Gombar, Mrs. William Beers, non Lee, SecretarY; C. Dale 
and Mrs. Arlie Wi.andt. Those JohDSon; Mrs- Max Julien; Mrs. 
who have been employed as as- Ray Cramlet; and Rev. E. F. 
11istaJrts are: MargUerite Bur&e, I Eshelman· Miss Christilla :Mac-
J'lorence Steffen. Jane Addy, millan, librarian. also serves as 
J4r8. Eli%abeth COlliJMI, Carl Gra>', Cleric-Treas~ for the~e • Oec:U Norm~ and Nancy The public libraJ'Y, 01"&"'-¥ 
Brown. :Miss Cbrilltin& 114amniJ}an with enthusiasm in 19311. hN de-
is tbe present h"brllrlan, havin& veloped ~a v_al:Uable part.of the 
been appointed to that position corrunumtl'. flvmg ~d e ll-

1 in 1964. :Mn. :ausaell Glazer has bran' service to the resi ents of 1 ~ al!Silltant librarian since Newcomerstown and the sQl'-
111se. rounding areas. Jb. librtU'Y remaiDfld in its - ---
fil'I' ioca'1:'101l tor three veers. then 
bl Q:ctober• 183P. was moved to 
p,e.~ogieltz Wild.1111: at 148\!r 
Mato "ueet whel» 1t remained 

tfl; a ~~\ {OQllUOn WO 
~I» 19110. . 



Lfd.(~ y uoss. ·i·ne memoers or tile DOard 
now serving the liblrary are: W. 
E. Ou.rant, President; Ralph Rob-
inson, Vice Presid-ent; Mrs. Ver-
non Lee, Secretary; C. Dale 
Johnson; Mrs. Max Julien; Mrs.. 
Ray Cramlet; and Rev. E. F. 
Eshelman. Miss Christina Mac-
millan, librarian, also serves as 
Clerk-Treasurer for the board. 

The public l'll>rary, organized 
with enthusiasm in 1935, has d~ 
velaped as a valuable part of the 
community, giving extensive li-
brary service to the residents of 
Newcomerstown and the ;sur-
rounding areas. 

! position xor six montns, tnen wa~ 
I succeeded by Mrs. Doris Beaure-
gard. Librarians who followed 
Mrs. Beauregard were: Miss Lil-
lian Gombar, Mrs. William Beers, 
and Mrs. Arlie Wiandt. These 
who have been employed as as-
sistants are: Marguerite Bur.ge, 
Florence Steffen, Jane Addy, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Collins, Carl Gray, 
Mrs. Cecil N orma!l, and Nancy 
Brown. Miss Christina Macmillan 
is the puesent librarian, having 
been appointed to that wsition 
in 1954. Mrs. Rus$ell Glazer has 
been assistant librariaE. since 
1956. ' Tbe library remained in its ,...--- ___ ....__........._ --
first location for three years, the11 1 

in October, 1938, . was moved io 
the · Vogenitz building at 14"3¥.e 
Main Street where it r?mained 
until a permanent locatwn was 

I secured in 1960. 
1 
I 

AT THIS TIME a grea~ step 
forward was made for the ll.hraiiy 
anti for the town when the build- t 
ing at 123 N. Bridge Street, ap-
praised at a market value o1. $22;-
500.00 was purchased by the L ... -
br.ary Board from The Reeves 
Banking and Trust ~o~pany for 
$10,000.00. This building WO~~ 
fill the need for more space f 
the library and especially for 

uarters on the ground n~r. For 
-... q . nd time the commumty re-

1 a seco •ty and en-
sponded with generos1 ds f 

. fu115iasm to meet the nee . o 
the library. Donations for auy~g 

. b ·1ding and for. remodelmg 
the u1 i lib ary pur-and equipping it or r f $9 -
i;>0ses soon. reached f to~!J to 'a 
112.90. Tkis amotui;.1~-..haed by be-
uildi :fund es au.&.&;;:> · 

b I\g the estates ot Mrs. 
questselfr..;:gllng, Mrs. Flore~ce 
Manu . c B vogetutz 
Yeagley, and Mrs. sar' y.funds for 

d ed the p•eces 1rov i . building a: n d. 1 
,u.rchas,mg the bvik to a 
hanging it from .a 
libr~. th libr"'r.v trom its )(o,\J'ill,g e .... ,., 
eeond loor rO()Jll& was aoeom- I 

plished by the cmnbined Jtffol"Us 



1935; Library Established Here in 
Changes, Improvements Are Listed 

Tfie Newcomerstown library the community, contributing. the librarian to check out bookS 
was established in 1935 and One of the main assets of the with more speed and accuracy. 
located in the J. M. Kaden move is the convenience to the Telephone directories of the 
building at 1191h Main St. public by locating the library on larger cities in the U.S. is a 

The Women's Club and Heller ground floor level. service available to library and 
Tool Co. were instrumental in Since moving to this location patrons through the New 
organizing the first library, many imprevements have been Philadelphia Public Library. 
"'.1th~ ~ary Alice Justus as made through the years. This is ·useful for obtaining 
first libr~r1an. New electrical wmng, addresses. 
. D.o~ations of books from painting and panelling of walls, A phone service contract with 
1nd1v1du_als, He~ler Tool, the additional shelving in the the Stark County District 
New. Ph1.ladel?hia and Dover magazine room, carpeting and Library, Canton, is helpful in 
Pubhc Libraries totaled 2,000. new . tables and chairs in the obtaining business and 

Three years later, the library children's and adult areas are technical informatien and 
was moved to the second floor of some of the physical im- materials. 
the Ortt Building over the provements of the library, Many services listed are 
former ~ -& P_Grocery. contributing to a comfortable realized through Newcomer-
dFd~l~owmg a _succession of four and pleasant atmosphere stown Public Library being one a 1t1onal librarians M. . · 

Ch •st· M . • iss Services offered to the of eight member libraries in n Illa acmillan was ap- l . pointed lib . . pa rons are varied. Reference AIRS (Appalachia Improved 
served . tb~anan ~ 1954. and collections have been improved Reference Service), a 

U\ IS capacity until her as w II th b · ' 1· d retirement on Dec 31 1970 .e as e usiness, ' e erally Funded Program, for 
. . • . technical and gene al the last r· Under Miss Macmillan's . • r 1ve years. 

supervision the librar collections: . Fr~m a budget of $800 in 1935, 
moved to the present lo~o~:s The vertical file, consisting of the library now operates on a 
123 N. Bridge St 12 . t pamphlets and leaflets on many $16,500 budget allocated by the ., years ago Ill curre t b" ts . April 1961. This buildin was n su iec • is a service Tuscarawas County Budget 
purchued from the R~eves added two years ago. Commission from intangible 
Bank, with organiialions Las~ February. the Gaylor taxes collected in the county. 

_blllin _ _ · _•_•_es...:•...:an..::..:d~in::di::' Vid.:· :::uals~~of'.__JCha~:!rg~m~g~sy~s~te~m~w~a~s~in~s~ta~l\~ed~.~~Th~e~l~ib~rary's book collection Results of this system enables has grown from 2,000 at its 

beginning to the present 
collection of 17 ,000 volwnes. 

Some 48 periodicals and three 
newspapers are available for 
circulation. 

Members of the first board of 
trustees were William Thomas, 
president; Mrs. Manuel 
Yingling, vice president; Miss 
Christina Macmillan, 
secretary; Mrs. C. B. Vogenitz; 
Charles Edwards, Warren 
Prosser, and the Rev. D. A. 
Morris, who also served as 
treasurer. 

Present members of the 
library board are Paul Parks . .. president ; Mrs. Max Julien, 
vice president; Mrs. Vernon 
Lee, secretary; Ralph 
Robinson, William Ourant 
Wayne Martine, and Mrs'. 
Myron Cramlet. Miss Mac-
millan serves as clerk-
treasurer since her retirement 
as librarian. 

Mrs. Russell Glazer, on the 
staff of the library since 1956, is 
Lhe librarian. Miss Editll 
VanSickle is her assistant. 



One Of First Houses Here 
This .Pioneer cabin of roughly hewn Jogs was one o! 
~he f1rs~ houses in Newcomer8town. Built about 1815, 
it .was m the east part of the community. William 
W1andt and three sons are shown. Each is holding a 
rabbit. 

Hrst Store Here At Canal, Bridge 
The first store ever started in l Shoemaker property o.n Canal 

Newcomerstown was located slreet. now owned by Tilu 
where Lhe Odd Fellows l:luilding \ Wea\'er . I t has been remodelled 
now stands a t the corner of Can- since into a dwelling bul p:irt of 
al and Bridge streets. I the original structure still stands. 

The fir t postmaster for New-
It was begun b y Jacob Over-

holt shortly after the 1own was comerstown was the founder of 

l First Taxpayers 
Here Numbered 44 

tounded in 1314. I the to-.rn. Nicholas Neighbor. He 
The first hotel, was started I took office in 1818 and was suc-

h<>re in 1818 by Andrew Creter. ceeded by Tavern Keeper Creter. 
The site is the former R. Lellan 

Here is a list of the first 44 
land taxpayers in the old Oxford 
township. .

1 National Anthem 
Marks 150th Year Robert. Addy, John Bever, • 

Benjamin Brison, .Abraham But-
ler, Aaron Corey, James Douglas, 
David Douglas, Isaac Evans, ' While 1he citizens of Newcnm-
Henry Evans, Isaac Good, Sr., 1 erst?wn are celebrating the I50th 
Isaac Good, Jr., Peter Good, anniversary of the . foundin~ of 1 Matthew Grey, Daniel Harris, the town, 1he ent ire nation is 
John Harris Jesse Hill Charles commemorating the 150th <in-
Hill, J-0hn Hartley, Andrew John 1: niversa:l'. of an other event -
son, David Johnson, John the wntmg of the national an-
Junkins, John Musgrave, James I them, lhe Star Spangled Banner. 
Mul!ford, William Mulvain I.t was in 1814 that Nicholas 
John Mulvain, Joseph Mulvain, NeJghbor came from Morris 
Robert McFarlane, Andrew Mc- County, New Jersey, to found 
Farlane, Ezekiel McFarlane, Newcomerstown. It was also in 
Samuel McFarlane, William 1814 that Francis Scott Keys 
Morris, Robert Newell, Jacob wrote ~he Star Spangled Ban• 
Reed, Henry Sell, George String. ne.r whit~ a prisoner of lhe En-
er, Richard Worth James Worth 1 ghsh during the War of 1812. 
Sr., James Worth, Jr., Jame~ . So, while Newoomer~town res-
Welch, Sr., William Welch, · 1dei;ts celebrate the town's l50th 
David Wolgamuth, Joseph Wol- anniversary, they may also re-
gamuth, David Williams and !71ember they ar e commemorat-
Philip Waggoner. 1i:g the 150th birthday ot the na· 

lional anthem. I 

Name's Different 
"Gekelemukpechunk" Is hard to 

pronounce. It was the name the 
Indians gave to the settlement 
in this vicinity before Newcom-
erstown was founded. 

The Indian village of Gekel-
emukpechunk was situated on 
the high bank of the Tuscarawas 
River just back of the New-
comerstown Floral on East State 
street. The Delaware Indians 
came to that site in about 1750 
and soon had a village of about 
100 log houses. Chief Netawat· 
Wes ruled ov~r Gekelemuk,pe-
chunk, which :rn~ans Still Water. 



Flood ·Qf 1213 
It's been 100 since the leg-

endary flood of 1913 struck 
Newcomerstown and surround-
ing areas. Nationally, the flood 
took 6,300 lives and caused 
millions of dollars of damage 
through the southern and cen-
tral- regions of Ohio, as well 
as several other neighboring 
states (Kentucky, Indiana, and 
illinois). 

Locally, Tuscarawas County 
had two persons perish, one in 
Newcomerstown, and the other ' 
near Uhrichsville. Coshocton 
County lost four residents in 
an area known as Clowville, 
located south of Coshocton. 
The other persons that perished 
in the flood were from areas 
farther away, or in the other 
three states. 

Newcomerstown experienced 
significant damage mainly to 
the south and west sides of 
town where there was report-
edly depths of nearly sixteen to 
eighteen feet of water in some 
areas. 

The middle span of the River 
Street bridge collapsed into the 
river, and a worker was killed 
several days later during the 
repair of the bridge. 

The C&M railroad trestle 
(located east of the River Street 
bridge) was significantly dam-
aged and required extensive 
repairs. Both the C&M and the 

.Pennsylvania railroad tracks 
were damaged, and virtually 
stopped all railway activity 
until repairs could be complet-
ed. 

This created inconvenience 
as the railroad was the main 
source for travel, ad the mode 
of delivery for supplies, and the 

. U.S. mail. 
The following personal diary 

entries are from 12-year old 
Frederic Zimmer, who resided 
at the comer of Pilling and 
State streets (the Zimmer home 
no longer exists and the for-
mer property is now part of 
Riverside Manor Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center's parking 
lot) at the time of the flood. 

Zimmer' s sister, the late Lois 
(Zimmer) Craig, had previous-
ly provided the diary entries 
to The Newcomerstown News 
for a feature about the flood 
in 1983. 

Monday, March 24, 1913: 
"Rained all day yester-

day (Easter Sunday), and 

again today. We went to see along the hills. We got one film 
the Swiss Bell Ringers at the at Eagon's Drug Store (was 
Opera House (now the site of located on Main Street next 
the Newcomerstown Municipal door to The Newcomerstown 
building on Church Street) in News· building). We went back 
the evening. The gutters, side- up on the hill (near Park Hill) 
walks, and streets are turning and took pictures. The whole 
into a sea of mud. The river has town was flooded. The river 
started to rise." has fallen six or seven inches. I 

Tuesday, March 25, 1913: went to Walter Sperling's house 
"Rained again today. River and we helped rescue chickens. 

is still rising. Tonight it lacked Friday, March 28, 1913: 
a foot of filling the top of the "The river is down now, so 
arch way of the culvert (nearby we can get to the barn without 
his home, on State Street)." boots. Miss Sadie Cochran, my 

Wednesday, March 26, 1913: sixth grade teacher, and two of 
"The river was one foot deep the high school teachers, Miss 

over the road at the culvert this Price and Mr. Dye came over 
morning. It has rained almost and they, Papa, Mama, David, 
all day. Papa came to get us and I walked up the railroad 
after school ended this after- to the Glasgow curve (east of 
noon. (Frederic was in the sixth the current Interstate 77 inter-
grade, Lois in the third grade, change). The track was washed 
and David in the first grade. out and the rails with ties bare-
All attended the East School on ly hanging to them. We met a 
College Street. A younger sis- motor boat up there with the 
ter, Marian, was not yet born). civil engineer, Lyle Scott, and 
In the morning, the river raised another man from Uhrichsville. 
three inches an hour. This They were checking the dam-
increased until when at noon age, being sent there by the 
it raised a foot an hour. The railroad (officials). We came 
levee below Port Washington back home, had dinner, then 
and Stark Patent have broken. walked to town, and to the 
At 3 o'clock, I walked to town lower west end of town, it was 
fol' a lantern gl_obe. The water awful (condition)." 
from the river is now corning Saturday, March 29, 1913: 
down Chestnut Street and pour- "The Smith's chimney fell in 
ing into the canal. I had to wade . the dining room and smashed 
in, but got back home alright. a hole in tbe floor. We saw th~ 
We drove the cattle to the hill first of the culvert come bacli 
over by the sand bank, and into sight (water was receding 
carried the pigs and a calf into considerably by now). The bal-
the barn. We carried out the last trains are working on the 
fruit, sau~age, lard, and other railroad (repairing the tracks)." 
things stored in the cellar. By Sunday; March 30, 1913: 
this time, we could scarcely "The water is down now sc 
get to the com crib. Water was people can drive. Mama anc 
now rising three inches an hour. Ma Moore (his maternal grand· 
At 8 o'clock, it was washing mother) worked in the cella: 
over the bridge abutment (the this morning, cleaning it up 
East State Street bridge was Papa and I made a new horst 
formerly located just west of stable approach. Smiths anc 
the current State Route 258 Sperlings were here for <linnet 
bridge). Our neighbors, the There was no Sunday school i.J 
Smiths, who live in the old town today. 
Nugen home (now the site of Monday, March 31, 1913: 
the David Barber Civic Center) "David and I went to tow1 
have moved to their upstairs." for a sack of lime and sa\ 

Thursday, March 27, 1913: the Dennison work train. Mi 
"This morning at 4 o'clock, West came to drain the whe2 

the river stopped rising, having field. Uncle Alvin and hi 
reached five to six inches over crew walked along the hill 
the bridge coping. Our cellar is from Trinway and got home < 
full . The water is from hill to Dennison at 7 o'clock tonight. 
hill. The water floated whole Tuesday, April 1, 1913: 
tie piles from the railroad "We got our first newsp< 
down the river. Smiths have per (The Plain Dealer} sine 
been getting coal, milk, and the flood started. The peopl 
bread from us by boat. Papa, are out all over town tryin 
Walter Sperling (the Smith's to identify their out building 
grandson), and I went to.-"t~o;,:;:w~n~(~o:.:::u~th~o;;,:us:.:.;,;;:;es~.".,,..,,~--=-~--== 
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Unvarnished view of life 
in 1870s Newcomerstown 
By JON BAKER 
GateHouse Ohio Media 

Writer provided unvar-
nished view of life in 1870s 
Newcomerstown 

By Jon Baker GateHouse 
Ohio Media 

A man who wrote under 
the pen name "Quintim" 
provided an unvarnished 
look at life in Newcomer-
stown and vicinity in the 
late 1870s for readers of 
the Tuscarawas Advocate 
newspaper. 

He did not hesitate to ex-
press opinions about the 
people he was writing 
about - opinions that 
were often close to being li-
belous. 

On July 12, 1877, he 
wrote, "The Board of Edu-
cation has put up signs on 
the Union School grounds 
of this place, prohibiting 
trespassing upon the 
premises, but nearly every 
evening one of the commit-
tee turns his old horse in 
the yard to crop the shrub-
bery and grass. Well, such 
is life; saves paying rent for 
pasture, you know." 

On March 8, 1877, he re-
ported, "That damnable set 
of prostitutes who have 
been keeping the house 
commonly called Fort Jack-
son evacuated the "Fort" 
one day last week, amid the 
cheers and jeers of the com-
mllnity in general." 

Quintim was also a the-
ater critic. "A company of 
boys from New Philadel-
phia, styling themselves 
"The Alabama Minstrels," 
gave an entertainment to a 
small audience - com-
posed principally of dead-

beats - at Crater's Hall on 
Saturday night, April 5th," 
he reported on April 24, 
1879. He noted that the ex-
penditures exceeded the re-
ceipts for the show. 

SMITH JONES 
AND HIS WHITE SWAN 

In the spring of 1877, 
Smith Jones, a farmer liv-
ing near Isleta, about two 
miles west of Newcomer-
stown in Coshocton 
County, crippled a large 
white swan. Jones nursed 
the swan back to health and 
kept it as a pet. 

But their relationship 
was short-lived. In May, 
some duck hunters from 
the nearby community of 
Orange killed the swart. 

"We understand that 
Lew Huff, a notorious 
rough and whisky bloat, 
was the principal actor in 
the affair," Quintim re-
ported. "Make an example 
of him, Smith." 

Huff did not appreciate 
Quintim's reporting. 

"Huff says that he is go-
ing to 'shoot us,' 'burn us,' 
or mow us down in some 
other way just as horrible," 
Quintim wrote a short time 
later. "Think of it! Your 
worthy correspondent to be 
wiped clear out of existence 
by a dirty, mean rapscal-
lion, so mean that he would 
do most anything for the 
sake of a swig of whisky. 
.. .It goes against our princi-
ples to spend too much 
time commenting on 
roughs, so we will suffice 
this article with, 'mend 
your ways young man or 
eternal damnation will be 
yours.'" 

He never discussed the 
subject again. 

THE PORT 
WASHINGTON 

WHANG-DOODLE 
Quintim was not above 

printing unverified rumors. 
On April 9, 1877, he re-

peated a rumor that the Ar-
gus, a weekly newspaper in 
Newcomerstown, was 
printing the Whang-Doo-
dle, a scandal sheet that 
printed vicious personal at-
tacks on residents of the 
Port Washington area. 

"Is it a fact or a vague ru-
mor calculated to injure 
you?" Quintim asked the 
paper's editor. "We do not 
think that you would be 
guilty of becoming a tool or 
pimp of a set of fellows -
that have no principle what-
ever - to aid them in cir-
culating a paper that con-
tains nothing but slurs and 
obnoxious writing com-
posed by roughs and off-
scourings of humanity who 
think themselves very 
sharp, when they are sim-
ply making themselves dis-
gusting in the eyes of the 
Christian community in 
which they live." 

The next week, Quintim 
had to backtrack and point 
out that he was not accus-
ing the editor of the Argus 
of printing the Whang-Doo-
dle - just repeating a ru-
mor. 

GUNFIRE IN THE 
STREETS 

. In March 1877, Dennison 
residents Al Outcalt and 
Brad Voshel came to New-
comerstown looking for 
trouble .. They succeeded in 
picking a fight with George 

Riggle and Harvey Chan-
nell, in which Riggle and 
Channell got the worst of 
it. 

During the fight, Riggle 
took a shot at Outcalt, but 
his gun misfired. 

The next day, Riggle told 
several young men who had 
witnessed the fight that he 
was going to kill them. 
That night, he went to the 
home of A.B. Thompson 
and called for Thompson's 
son to come out and fight 
him. · 

"Finding that he could 
not get him to come he 
commenced throwing 
stones at the door, where-
upon Thompson came out 
and greeted him with a 
shot from his revolver," 
Quintim reported. "Riggle 
sent a shot back." 

By this time, a crowd had 
gathered. Riggle headed to-
ward the Marietta, Pitts-
burgh & Cleveland Rail-
road depot, followed by 
several men and boys. He 
turned and told them he 
would shoot them if they 
came closer. 

"A few shots were fired 
from both sides and the 
crowd left him, but he was 
arrested by Constable 
Shurtz on Saturday morn-
ing, on the charge of shoot-
ing with intent to kill, and 
was brought before his 
Honor, the Mayor, and in 
default of $300 bail, was 
taken to Sheriff Price's 
boarding house at New 
Philadelphia to await the 
next term of court," Quin-
tim wrote. 

Quintim ceased writing 
for the Tuscarawas Advo-
cate around 1880. 

f 7 



Canal history 

More about a 'big ditch' 
\ 

BY GORDON DeMAROO 
For the period of 1827-40, the Ohio canal bad a monopolistic position 

resulting in the growth and economic development of our state. It allowed 
farmers the opportunity to ezport their . products to markets for cash and 
resulted in opening up a great part of our state to immigrants from the east. 
'lbe federal government was selling land in Ohio for $1.25 an acre. The canal 
permitted settlers to take advantage of this bonanza and at the same time 
assure them outlet to markets on Lake Erie and the Ohio River. In fact, the 
population of the state increased by 70,000 in the lD>'s. 

The canal opened in 1827, and as one moved north toward Cleveland the 
price of wheat became more upensive. This was the result of grain being 
made available to markets in Erie and Buffalo. By 1833, wheat was worth 56-
cents a bushel ln Newark, but was selling at 75-cents per bushel in Akron and 
Mapillon. The growth of shipments was spectacular. Cleveland was receiv-
ing 300,000 bushels of wheat in 1832, but eight yean later tbis bad jumped to 
2,000,000. Wheat, com, coal, pork barrel and salt were the mator com-
modities transported on the canal. I understand that ezport of whisky was 
important, but I have ~o figures on this. 

Most of the traffic on the canal was north to Cleveland. Here goocla were 
transported to Erie and Buff~o and then by canal and river to New York Ci-
ty. Some of the canals that were in operation in Pennsylvania used "dollies" 
to carry canal boats over bills and cuts in the mountains by winching them 
on nils over high points. In fact, some canal boats were built in sections for 
eue of bandling over this type terrain. 

In lDI, the Muskingum Improvement was authorized. This provided the 
construction of the Black Water Canal from Dresden to Zanesville - a 

t dJstance of 17. miles. When this section was completed, one could travel by 
canal boat from Newcomerstown to Zanesville, transfer to a steamboat and 
continue down the Muskingum River to Marietta. U you wished, another 
transfer could be made for the packet to Pittsburgh. At many places the 
railroad c.rossed the canal and this was to be a more common sigbt aa yean 
went by. In fact, the old C & M Railroad construeted a bridge across the . 
canal on Bridge Street across from where the old Ritz Theatre used to play to 
Bopalong Cassidy and Janet Gaynor films. 

Another canal constructed was the WaJhonding Canal. It was auppcad 
to nm from Roscoe to Mt. Vernon, but it never got that far. It did get up to 
ICillbuclE. Today, one can view the triple locks at Roscoe. They are located 
near the gatekeepers's house (painted yellow) Just west of the norbtem encl 
of While Woman Street. 

An int.eresting sidellgbt to the transportation on tbe canala wu that the 
canals provided a source of water power to operate mllls. Water now rate 
from the canals was more reliable than natural streams. In fact, Uie canal 
water from the Ohio Canal in 1839 provided pqwer for appromnatei, ao fac-
tories. This also contributed to the rise of industry in Ohio. 

Prior to 1837, travelers bad to ride on "mixed" boats - boats that car-
ried commodities as well as passengers. In 1837, a packet line waa opened on 
the Ohio Canal. The packet boats often traveled as much u 70 miles in a day. 
Roads were quite bad at this time, hence, travelers welcomed a ride in a 
boat. It was bard to beat the fares which were three-cents a mile and lnclud· 
edmeals. · 

Some packets provided sleeping accommodations, and some provided 
bed bugs at no ema charge. Some packets accommodated up to 80 

· passengers and bad parlors that converted into dormitories at night. It was 
not uncommon for passengers to take a break by~ alongside the. boat 
and to purchase fruits from farmers along the way. Passenger traffic reach-
ed its peak in 1843 when mo11e than 20,000 passengers arrived by packet at 
Portsmouth. But by the late 1850's, the railro8'ds of Ohio were transporting 

· more than 2,000,000 passengers. The end of the canals and their way of We 
bad reached its high water mark. The end was inevltable. 

By 1845, Ohio bad more than 800 miles of canaJs. one could not onl)' ride 
from Cleveland to Portsmouth, but you could ride frOm Cincinnati to Toledo 
as well. Canals were tunneled through bills and an aqueduct carried a canal 
over the Mad River. 

When the Ohio Canal opened in 1827, there were no rallroadl In Oblo. 
'l'uscarawas County bad between 10,000 and 15,000 residents. In fact, next 
year is the local Presbyterian churches' l&Otb anniversary In tlda ana. One 
of their early ministers in New Philadelphia pnacbed at a farm a few miles 
ftom our county seat during this period and found bis way by following blue 
marts on trees. Raill'oad con:structlon did not begin lDlW la&, apd bf t• 
only 15 miles bad been completed. After tbat, the rise and cODlttuctloa Of 

· railroads rose precipitously. But tbia ls a story that will be aved for ano&ber 
time. 



The "Old Sh A .. ou eet Mill" Gang 
• &- p of workmen are shown in front of the Sheet 

Mill at the west part of town near the turn of -the 
c:~t~ry. EAmong those identified are Howard y eagley 
a e t; mmet Hesket, third from left; James Trees, 

~~venth ~rc;r; left; Denver Reed, 10th from left. Dickie 
oema er, 12th from left; Jesse Shaw 13th f 

left! Herman Tufford, second from right; Roy w:~s'i: 
at right. Ph.oto courtesy of Fred Trees. 

Land Added By Sheet Mill Boom After Big lottery 
By Charles E. Lieser :~n bw a.s s.~C" tiri'd and th31 w us j 1ddition-1l tots were needed for 

l c e1unnm i:: o f the S ht1l'l l\ol •Jt , • Boom which w?s a [:>ilur .. :is hr lh ! own ~ na tural growth. Pttsidenf. Newcomerstown 
His.torical Society as new mdustncs were conC"c·rn- -

.,,cl but rathe r successl ul in add- •HE PARTICULARS of the 
Ba«:k about the turn of the mg to the to"vn·s :i .?n whole dcu l nm best b::! made 

century there was a strong de- 'r ' · elem hv quot ing from the large 
rire. as there is i n most smaU So although the committee in 11'.l ndbill a nd map of the area 
town • to p-eaUY e x pand .in size cha rge w a_ unable to bnck up distributed al that time. The of-
and 1mportanee, in fact, lo be-

1 
tneir guarantee tha t 11ew indus- ficers and promoters were some 

t<ome a c1 y if possible or near a I tr:ies would be provided on con- of the town's most prominent 
cit :t• in $Ue. d1tlon of the purcha.<.e of tots w e citizens - bankers, business men, 

. . never heard of much complaint lawyers, etc. 
Alt a result, a group Qf cit~ns or disiatis[action about the deal. 

worked out a plan to double the : especially si nee there was a gen- EVERY LOT A BARGAIN 
town's size a nd bring in some lcral rise in land valu es al that 
crew industries A large tract. of ti.me and since no persons pro-
la.Dd jusl west of the corpora- fitted much in the deal and these 

Over One Hundred Now Sold 
In the Big Sheet Mill and 
Tin Dipping Plant Addition 

In order to equahze -\be vaTue 
of the lots in the rear of said 
farm. we have d1\'ided the 17 
acres o! low land into 24 squa res 
of abut 3-4 acre eacb . These 
s-quares w~ bave des ignated by 
the same numbers as are given I 
to the lots above named. Pu.sons I 
drawing said lots will also draw · 
the correspondill.f o;quares of 
land without exlra cost. 

THE PRICE of each and every 
lot is to be $150, payable as fol-
lows~ $15 cash; a note :!or $135 
payable in 9 monthly install-
ments of $15 each. All notes to 
mature in October. UIOl. All 
cash sales as follows: Sales dur-
inl January, discount of 5 per 
cent on $l50: during Tebruan'. 5 
per cent on $120; during March. 
5 per cent on $105; during April. 

Any purc-haser having failed 
IQ make payment for two suces-
sive months shall forfeit his right 
ICI the drawin g of (l lot. payments 
'>!ready made shall be forfeited 
to comm.lltee. 

Any person selling his in-
~erc~l, must notify the secretary, 
·t3tmg to whom and when sold, 
-nd all arrear.ages must b:? paid, 
·•th !:rwisc his interes t shall be 
forfeited. 

All lots to be drawn as design-
:it~d by the lot purchasers al the 
!·.weomerstown Opera House, 

:Ylay 15, 1901, at l o'clock p.m. 
Lottery Concluded 

Is percent on 90. and so on. All 
lo1s must be paid in full to rec-
eiVe diScount -----

The Finest Building Sites 
in the Town 

The Terms in Full 

The Citizens committee of 
Newcomerstown have accepted 
•he option on the South Side I 
Land Company Farm of 97 acres ! 
as per their offer towil : $10,000 
cash, and $5,000 in lots, said lots 
lo be sold lo the Land Company 
on same terms as prescribed .for 
all Joi-buyers. 

We have had said land platted 
by competent surveyors as !al-
lows: Twenty acres set off along 
the P.C.C.&St. L.Ry. for the pro· 
posed manufacturing plants. . 

The remainder of said farm, 
excepting 17 acres of low land 
adjoining the Tuscarawas river, 
is divided into 324 town lots, all 
equally desirable tor building 
purposes, and all equally valu-
able save in the matter of loca· 
tion. 



tMiII, Tannery Alll 
A veru bl on1ucopi tlf pro- In 1870 by a simila r opera tion / 

\I\ 1' ,,e n er ted i11 ion Slate st, betWt)C'Jl River nil c l Pl d R l I 
N wromerst0"'"' o\l .r the }eur ,Goodrich tree r~ by Ct1orge Bn12·/ ana aye 0 e n 

• p no f tory, a h et mtll , r n 11. but t>ocJi planes h(lve since 1 
n n:)l'I r i plant, and even a /succumbed to unrecorded caus-

e have passed m itnd out es. I + + + + + + • • + 
th .I ge· • bisrory. ' The firs t or three brick pJanrs 'brick plant was ''The Novelty", ' c..ess, even though lt no longer stacks for ore smelters In ~Plm 

·1ay producrs havo bf>en man-110 ppea r on the Newcoroers-!owned and operated by R. L. ,exists, because the parent com-' ado. 
ut ctured tn tlie area almo ti town scene \\'a ~ a back yard op- Shoemaker of Newcomerstown ,pany ls still in operation and Installation or water Un 

the advo:nr of orga.nized/eration conducted by Thomas and a Mr. Casslngham or Co-
1
some of the company's output the village In 1902 unveil 

nd11stry t r . presumably be- rawford west of the East shocton, and Jt provided a first was put into service as ics of the first tannery 
use ot the re dily ava ilable Sta te street cemetery. , for the village as a side product lfar away as Colorado. workers dug Into old v 

raw m rertal, anJ the fi rst Crawford dug clay from hls ~ ~f energy needed for its opera- I Titled "The Globe Brick Com- 1 Aaron Scbwenk's tanning 
wn Industry using the nbund- Jot, ground it in an old fashioned t10n. lpany'', its produc~l~n wa~ gear- lat the so~tbwest comer • Main &t ~lf -
clay banks was a pottery es· pug mlll powered by a horse The first street lights in the ed for b!ocks ut1hz.ed ID the ,nal and Riv.er Streets. It, d a William Gai4Pr 

tablisht'd in 1844 by Harmon circling it, and turned out red town's brlef history were sup- construction or high smoke second similar Industry if>- erts. But nlttfier 
and Gu taV\1$ Fox. brick which are still serving /plied power from a electric gen- stacks, and through its organiz. ' lished by' _David Mulv be- petitor, QPe'attel 

ocau~d on Main st near thel th~lr purpose ln a few scattered erator at the yard. er, the H. J. Heineke Company tween R1.ver and G ch Craig directly a 
tben eA'.lsling W. & L. E. Rail· chimneys around the town. I A third brickmaking venture of St. Louis, Mo., some of the streets, evid~ntly were tims enjoyed the re 
road, tbe venture was followed Succeeding Crawford's initia!f evidently met with more sue-I plant's product was used in the or progress smce Oak ti !'k, woolen mnJ otf&i 

. formerly used for r ovmg PUllng lll :ij41 a8jfjlif\! 
hair from hides, was ! d in mlli> ,.11st of t 
the uncovered vats. 0 • 

Mills also ru the l.auntlet 
as modernized manu•acturing 
procedures encroached on , 



Mill 
,a blawmith ~hop, and a mci· years after Its arrival from b 

+ 

1 
hine hop was built in a near· Ohio canal to a slte along the 

by loca tion. dropping from the scene. nte I hortHved as these opera- assortment or cigar boxes 
tions were, however. they prob- churns and bee hives produe· 
ably suffered a better fate ed by the Enterprize Mfg. Co. 

·r he I tter operated unttl 1880 Uian many plants organized in also must have been priced off 
and was successful enough Ior , Newcomerstown for production the market, although available 
Pilling to al o open a saw mill, . of heavier or more complicated history does not indicate what 
enlargen the woolen op~r Lion. !products. caused its demise. 
~d engage m a partnership I Particularly vulnerable to ~ _group of empty found~ 

With Thomas Benton. their bigger competitors were, a bu1ldmgs are all that remain 10 
Pilling' · sa"'' milJ wa jomed ·sheet mill erected next to the I Newcomerstown of the James 

in tui:m>er manufacturing by a !Pennsylvania Railroad west ofi B. Clow Company, ~.oved there 
planning mill on the north side I town, The Peerless Bell and ~ough ~011ts o! citizens when 
of the canal . east of College st, Machine Works and the Enter- 1Ls cast iron pipe producing 
operated by George Benton. •prize Mfg. -Co. , plant in New Philadelphi« burn-

An entire famiJy of trade Competition from larger ed down. 
hops then apparently sprung 1 plants closed the sheet mill Departure of the Clow Com-

up in the area as Charles lwi tbin a couple of years and pany in 1911 after 16 years of 
Schneider began a buggy and the foundry buUt by Kenyo~ and operat ion there was decidedly 
wagon plant, Dan Laub opened I Ferguson was moved just tour more abrupt and less graceful 

· "" ··· ~- I ' t han those of mapy other busi-
ness ventures there, as it mov-

(

ed to Coshocton, citing more 
money as the motive. · 

Recent additions to the vil-
lage's business inventory ap-
pear to be reasonably solid. 

The Alchrome Company, ort-
ginated in 194.6 by present owner 
Herbert Smith, manufactures 

I bathroom fixtures; Simonds 
Saw and Steel Company now 
operates the Heller Brothers 

1 Company which has absorbed 
the Rex File Company; and the 
Kurtz Kash Company, a branch 
of a Dayton concern provides 
employment for women by pro-
ducing plastic dishes and novel· 

' ties. 
Added to the list In the past 

couple years are Groovfold Ra)).. 
ricators; Globe Specialties. ~· 
gaged in producing sewing 
chines; and the Hll1'$lde 
Farm operated by A*''11. 
Gwendolyn Johns qp 
three and 

1 the Lov/11. 
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Ice Meant Cold Cash Decades, 
By IRIS FRUCHEY 

Everyone remembers or has 
heard of the 1913 flood that 
raged through our little village. 

Well, just about this time in 
our history, the old Produce 
Company was established and 
that meant an up-graded form 
of refrigeration for village 
residents. 

J .S. Barnett started the firm 
and employed were Harold 
Wo·odard, Chester Neal, 
BillNewell and Russell 
Reynolds. Reynolds, who later 
became a member of our local 
police force, and now is at 
Elmhurst, m., is the only one of 
the original crew living. 

About this time, Frank 
canentine returned to town with 

his family and "Calley'' as we 
all called him, hitched up old 
Frank (a black horse) and Dolly 
(a white horse) and started 
delivering ice to his many 
patrons. 

The old metal bOxes came 
down and two and tbreHoor 
wooden ice boxes were placed in 
kitchens and basements 
throughout the area. 

Some of the first businesses 
serviced by the "Ice Man" were 
Swigerts Meat Market, 
Emerson's ice cream palllor, 
called "Candyland," w!µch was 
located in the building occupied 
by Pblllips Sundries,_.~nd the 
lodge in the K of C building .. 

"The produce" was quite an 
operation. The ice was made 

the~e and later butter. In a few 
yeairs, they went into the 
business of cold storage for 
meats and installed a diayr 
counter and one could go there 
an~ enjoy a big ice cream cone. 

I can remember, as a kid, I 
picked raspberries for Jim 
Laning at the rate of 2 cents per 
quarter and then walked from 
the end of River St. to the 
Produce, which was located on 
the north side of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad, and 
squ·andered a momin~'s wages 
on three dips of the best ice 
cream in town. 

front of a house, where the lee 
card hung ln the window, turn 
back the canvas, get his ice pick 
and hit a chunk of lee Just ln the 
right place, sink the ice tongs. 
into the block and hoisted it onto' 
his heavily padded shoulder and: 
start for the house. 

About this time, kids came 
from all directions. Tbeyl 
climbed up on the back of the 
wagon just ants at a picnic.1 
That was before Ute days of 

1 paper towels, and just a piece of 
newspaper would keep your\ 
hand from getting cold. 1 

Getting back to the ice wagon, 
that was free, if you were lucky 
"Old Calley" would pull up in 

Speed was a requirement, not I 
only in respect to eating the ice 1 

before it melted, but we felt it \ 
necessary to avoid being caught \ 
in the back of the ice wagon. . 

I am sure 11Calley0 expected I 
some of this, and for the benefit 

- of the kids, he'd make a few 
extra stabs at that old block of 
ice. 

DeUvertng ice was a year--
round job for uca}ley •" I 
However, at otber ttmes during I 



Ago 
the day' he would go to the 
farmers and buy chickens and 
turkey, dress them near the old 
barn behind the Barnett home 
on Canal St. Old "Frank" and 
"D 11 " o Y were housed in this 
barn. 

Along with progress at the 
Produce came the white ice 
boxes that were called 
Economizers. They looked like 
refrigerators and held 100 
pounds of ice and of course by 
this time Frank and Dolly had 
been put out to pasture and a 
truck made the rounds through 
the village. 

' The only thing that didn't 
change was the kids ''love for 
ice," '•Calley's" loyalty to his 
patrons, and his ever-present 
humorous chatter. 

He was a small man, rather 
gruff. Sometimes we kids 
through he was a bit rude, but 
who wouldn't be under like 
conditions? 

That ice was cold cash to the 
Produce and the "Ice Man". 

THE ICE MAN - Frank Callentlne, "Calley" u he was lmown, ii shown in &bis old photograpli ~ . 
with hfs Ice wagon and old Frank, bis black horse. He alao bu a wbtte bone, Dolly. Calleadlle'I 
business was Important at a Ume when upgaded rtdrlgeratton waa needed. This photo b ~ • , 
property of the Old Temperance House Tavern Museum. 



The Home Building and Loan Company 
The Home Building and Loan Company was founded 84 years ago on March 15, 
1898. The first meeting of the board of directors was held IA the offices of Atty. 
E. E. Lindsay. The first officers of the company were: H .0. Howell, president; M.C. 
Julien, vice president; M.B. Kennedy, secretary; G.W. Miskimen, treasurer; and 
E.E. Lindsay, attorney. On March 12, 1900, .J .E. Wood was elected president and 
served in this capacity until his death on October 11, 1919. On May 20, 1920, 
J.W. Miskimen was elected president and served until 1924 when J.A. Mon .. 
tgomery was elected president. Mr. Montgomery served until January 11, 1961 
when C.J. Stewart was elected president. Mr. Stewart served until January of 
1977 when C.A. Watts was elected president. Six secretaries t;iave served the 

' Home Building and Loan Company; M.B. Kennedy 1898-1914; M.O. Jullen 1914-
1920; M.C. Jllllien 1920-1922; John T. Keast 1922-1943; Melissa R. Palmer 
1943-1964. Margaret E. Everhart presently serves as secretar:yAreasurer and 
managjng officer. The cost of the original charters and certification of member-
ship amounted to $2.485, which was paid for by the first directors. While most of 
the meetings of the company were held in the offices of Atty. Lindsay, the direc-
tors occasionally met in Lucille Carr's Store, the Lydick Furniture Store, Peck's 
Store. Eagon's Store, the News office, and the homes of cdirectors. On April 11, 
1898, the company approved its first loan in the amount of $250 at a meeting In 
the offices of Atty. Lindsay. No mention was made of the salaries of the officers 
until April 13. 1903, when the board approved the following salaries: President. 
$15 per year; treasurer, $25 per year; and secretary, $100 per year. In April, 
t 924, the company rented an office in the K Of P Building, now owned by 
B.P.O.E. ~555. On April 16, 1925, the company purchased its present office 
building from the Oxford Bank but occupied only a small portion ot the building un-
til 1959, when the office was enlarged and modernized. It was at this time the 
company became a member of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Cincinnati, and 
obtained insurance of amounts from the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance 
Corporation . lr:i the 84 year history of tt'le Home Building and Loan Co., the com-
pany has never failed to pay to a dividend. hbl83D 

DIRECTORS FROM 1898-1982 • H.O. Howell. T.J. Shannon. M.C. Julien, M.B. Kennedy,J.L. Leland, H.H. Eagon, 
G.W. Mi5kimen, E.E . Lindsay, John E. Wood. George 8enton. M.O. Julien, J.A. MontgomefV, J.T. Keo1t, J.A. Cal· 
houn, S.B. Mulvane, Bert C. Murphy, T.D. Leonhard, Melissa R. Polmer, C.J. Stewart, Mox K. Julien, John A. 
Schlupp, l.O. Palmer, R.A . MacQueen, C.A. Watts, Margaret Everhart, Myron Hoobler. Danlel kHt, Graham 
Marshall. D. Bruce Huffman, Donald Best, Daniel Loader, William Ouront. 

---.:.~- -~----
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The Home Building and Loan Co. 
Was Founded Here 75 Years Ago 

The Home Building and Loan 
Co 111 Newcomerstown wa . 
1ou.nded 75 years ago on March 
15, 1898 with the first meeting of 
the board o( director held in 
the offices of Ally. E. E. Lind-
say. 

The firsl ofCicers of th e 
company were H. D. Howell. 
president; M. C. Julien, vice 
president; M. B. Kenned y . 
secretary; G. W . Miskirnen , 
Treasurer; E. E. Lindsay , 
Attorney. The first Directors 
were: H. 0 . Howell: T . J . 
Shannon ; M. C. Julien: M. B. 
Kem1edy; T . F . Leland; H. H. 
Eagon; G . W. Miskimen; E. E . 
Lindsay. 

Cost of the charter and the 
certificates o[ membership was 
$2,485 which was paid for by the 
directors. 

In the 111i1rnles of th , a rl y 
1neclini;s. no mention is n1ade of 
the interest rates being 
l'har g<:• d. but lh e company 
declared ci dividend of 7 percent 
per annum in October Hi98. In 
March. 1902 dividend of Ii 
percent per a nnwn were being 
paid . 

·n1c first a udit, Oct. 1. 1898, 
s howed "' r eso urces" and 
.. liabilities" of $9,535 .6:! as 
comµared to lhe statement of 
Feb. 28, 1973: "assets" and 
··foibilities'" $2,319,359.67 . 

No mention was made of the 
sa laries of the officers until 
April 13, 190'.~. when the bo~rd 
a pproved the following salaries 
for officers : 

President, $15 per year; 
Treasurer. $25 per year; 
Secretary, $100 per year. 

the 1• ·d ra l Horne Loan Bank of 
(' 111 innal 1. and obtained 111-

:;;urancl:' of ac1.:ounts from the 
Vede ra l Sa vings a nd Loan 
Insurance Corp. 

Ma rgaret E. E'erhar 

On Ma rch 12, 1900 . . J.E. Wood 
wa s elet:t.ed president and 
~cr v d in this capacity until his 
de~1th on Oct. ll. 1919. May 20, 
1920. .J . W. Mtskirnen was 
elected pres ident and served 
until 1924 when J.A. Mon-
tgomery was elected president. 
Montgom ery se r ved until 
Jan. 11 , 1961, when C. J . Stewart 
was e lected president. Mr. 
Stewart still serves in this 
capacit y. 

Six ·ecretaries have served 
the Home Building and Loan Co. 
·n1ey arc M.B. Kennedy, 1898 to 
l9l -l ; M.O. Julien. 1914 to 1920; 
M. C. Julien 1920 to 1922; John T. 

During its 75 years of 
business, Home Building and 
Loan has never failed lo pay a 
divident. 

The company is completing 
plans Lo merge with Cam-
bridge Sa vings an d Loan 
Association subject l-0 
re_gulatory and shareholder 
approvals. 

While most of the meetings of 
the company were held in the 
offices of Atty. Lindsay, t~e 
rlirectors occasionally met 10 

Lucille Carr 's store: the Lydick 
Furniture Store; Pecks Store; 
Eagon's Store; Tue News Office 
and the homes of directors. 

On April 11, 1898. the co~­
panb' approved its first loan_ m 
the amount of $250 at a meeting 
held in the offices of Atty. 

Jn April, 1924 the company 
rented an office in the K. of P · 
Building, now owned by Ul<? 
!3 .P.O.E. on April 16, Hl25, the 
company purchased its present 
office building from the Oxford 
Bank but occupied only a _small 
portion of the building until 1959 
when the office was enlarged 
and modernized. 

Keast. i922 to 1943; in 1943 the 
first woman lo serve as 
secretary, Meli sa R. Palme~. 
was elected anu served in this 
capacity until 1964. 

Margaret E. Everhart was 
elected secretary in 196~ and 
still serves in that capacity. 

In 1962, Betty L. Thomas was 
employed as bookkeeper and 
was named assistant secretary 
in January, 1969. She still serves 
10 lhis capacity· 

Lindsa1· 

IL was at this tune that the 
company became a member of 

ln June 1969, Barbara N. 
Mathias was employed ~s 

' bookkeepe r. She .. too, still 
·erves in this capacity. 

Present officers are C. J. 
Stewart. president; C. A. Wa.tt.s 
anti Myron W. Hoobler, v1~e 
presidents; Margaret : 
E h L secretary-treasurer , 

ver ar , d B tty L. 
Melissa R. Palmer an e . 
Thomas assistant secretarl~· 

Directors are C. J. Ste·"'f J. 
Melissa fl. Palmer, Dame W. 
Kees c. A. Watts, Myron . 
Hoob.ler, Graham Marshall an 



'!ODAY - Zimmer Lumber Co. as it looks today. Now 82 years old, the firm is still recognized for Its outstanding service. 

The Zimmer Lumber Co., 
lmnded in 189'l wider the name 
fl Howell and Zimmer, is now 
me of the oldest business firms 
la the town and has furnished 
.. teriaJs for hundreds of its 
lllmes and other buildings. 

The founders were Harrison 
Howell and Henry Zimmer, 
contractors and lumber 
dealers, whose last contract 
before their partnership was 
,dissolved as a result of Howell's 
health. was the First National 
Bank building, completed in 
1901. 

This is now occupied by the 
Newcomersto wn Public 
Library. 

Al that time, the lumberyard 
•• located on the north side of 
Canal St. , midway between 
Bridge and River Sts. on land 
lftlelltly used for parking lots. 

Follo w ing Ho w ell's 
retirement, Albert Zimmer 
joined his half-brother in the 
ftrm which withdrew from 
contracting and dealt in 
lumber, millwork and builders' 
supplies. 

As 8 ch.art.er member of The 
Home Improvement Co., Albert 
1.ilnmer was among the group 
"' -.i flu.sineumen whose 
eUerta hi pre-Chamber of 

Commerce days, attracted 
business and industry to the 
town and began creating the 
spirit of commwiity service still 
exemplified by the firm's 
present owner . 

In its early days, many of the 
company's shipments of 
merchandise are reported to 
have arrived by canal 
boat, right on the back door. 

But one of the last uses to 
which the canal was put, was as 
the locale for tub races during-
street fairs. 

Those were gleeful and soggy 
events in which schoolboys vied 
for prizes offered by the firm, 
for floating down the waterway 
in their mothers' washtubs. The 
last race advertised was never 
held, however, for the water 
dried to a trickle before the day 
of the fair . 

In 1928, the Zimmers acquired 
the property of the former Cole 
Lumber Co. on East Main St. 
and follo wing extensive 
remodeling, moved the business 
to its present location. 

. Failing health forced Albert 
Zunmer's retirement from the 
partnership in 1936, and Henry's 
son ~ r thur ~ecame actively 
auoctated wttb the firm. He 
became rts owner at his father 

death in 1942, by then having his 
own son, Robert, as his partner. 
At Arthur's death in 1960, 
Robert became the sole owner. 

The Zimmer firm has made 
many contributions tn the 
steady growth of the com-

munity. 
Today the company does a 

great deal of crating and boxing 
for local industries in the area. 
And all of this lends itself to a 
healthy economic atmosphere 
for Newcomerstown. 



The Baltimorn Clothing Company has been in 
existence since 1884. It was one of several 
stores (there was one in Cambridge and one in 
Uhrichsville) operated by the Thalheimer family, 
which manufactured men's clothing in Baltimore, 
Maryland. This is how the store re~eived . its 
name. The first location was the building which 
became the Luncheonette (now out of business). 
In 1896 the store was moved to the corner of 
Bridge and Main Streets across f~om ~hat is now 
the Huntington Bank. That building 1s shown in 
the photograph at the left . After the accidental 
death of Jack Thalheimer . the store was sold to 
J.M. Kaden in 1913. On Saturdays, Kaden threw 
dimes off the roof of the building as a promotion. 
Ten years later, his son-in-law, J.R. Bean, b~ught 
the store . He retired in 1957 and the business 
was purchased by Dale Johnson who operated 
it until 1978 when the present owner, Greg and 
Cheryl Fuhrer bought the store. The Baltimore 
has been a part of Newcomerstown for 98 years. 

~Mn -
BALTIMORE CLOTHIER'S· • 

Charles E. Lieser said in his writtings that across the street from our store, 
which was located on the north side of Central Main St., was also the M. 
Yingling & Sons (Will and Manuel) Grocery Store. Next to the Yingling Store, 
east, was Zack Thalhelmer's Clothing Store. Next door east, still on the south 
side of the street, was the Wilgus Hardware St.ore. Further on was the 
barber shop of Joe Keiser. When Mr. Lloyd Murphy rebuilt on the corner lot a 
two story brick structure, Thalheimer moved his clothing store to the new 
location and it has been occupied by a clothing store ever since, and is known 
as the Baltimore Corner. 
This location for the Zack Thalhelmer Clothing Store was his first location, 

not in the building which became the Luncheonette. 
The buildings for Zack Thalhelmer's Clothing Store and the Wilgus Hardware 

store were torn down in 1900 and replaced with a three story brick building. 



REMEMBER/ NG- The early days of business 

Warner ·s Cider Mill was located just off the west 
end of whal Is now Main Street in the early days 
ot this century and wenr out of business some-
lrme before 1920. according to Dorothea Mar~ 
shall, president of lhe Historical Society. A 
modern counterpart to the cider mill with its 
lines of wagons with the barrels may be Bud's 
Drive· Thru on the corner oi Canal and College 
srreels Bud's Drive-Thru has an outstanding 
selecflon of beverages to choose from and also 
offers a sit-down resraurant as part of lhe busi-
ness. 

Ed Warner . a descendant of the Warner's 
who owned the mill, sri ll lives in Newcomers-
rown 

BUD'S 
E·Z DRIVE· THRU 

146 E. Canal St. 498-5225 

- --=-= 

WARNER'S CIDER ~ILL, AROUND TURN OF CENTURY 
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Haver's Supply has seen t-hree ge,nerations. 
A three-generation business is 

located on River Street, one of three 
·businesses . in · Newcomerstown 
which has been in the same family 
for over 60 years. 

The busiri.ess was started by one of 
the "Gr.and Old Men" of 
Newcomerstown, Cecil Haver, who 
began the Haver Electric Supply Co. 
in1924 out' of a garage at his home on 
McKinley A venue. He sold Delco 
light plants. aJ')d piimps to farmers in 
the local area. He eventually ex-
panded his product line and moved 

to a new location on River Street. He 
was assisted in the management of 

• the business by his wife, Lottie, and 
his sons, Willis and Frank. , -

In 1966, Cecil st~pped down3r.Qm 
the management and the Haver Sup-
ply Co. became owned and operated 
by Willis Haver, Sr. A new building 
was built in 1968 and the business 
was expanded to supply industry, 
and plumbing and electrical con-
tractors. Willis was assisted by 
Cecil, his wife, Pat, and his sons, Bill 
and Bob. After a prolonged illness, 

however, Willis passed away in 
April of 1982. 

From 1~2 to . the present, the 
Haver .Supply Co .. has been owned 
_and operitted ~by- Pal, . Bill .andjJob 
Haver:' Cecil is still very active iii 
the day-to-day operation of the com· 
pany and is one of the biggest pro-
moters of the community. Haver 
Supply also added a Radio Shack 

, franchise in 1982. 
"Our business is currently 

undergoing a rebuilding phase," 
Bob Haver said. "We plan on expan-
ding and increasing our inventory 
and renovating th~ building exterior 
and .interior. We are currently look-
iiig at the possibility of adding video 
tape:player and tape rentals to the 
business." 

In addition to being an authorized 
Radio Shack Sales Center, Haver 
Supply Co. ]!as_ major home ap-
pliances · by Hoover, Kelvinator, 
Maytag, Capital, Flint and Walling, 
and W.W. Grainger, with bOth .~es 
and service on those brand name 
items. The company also catties a 
wide range of plumbing and1elec- · 
trical supplies. , 

"Our biisiness philosophy is sim-
ple," Haver said. "We strive to be 

. able to offer our customers' the 
highest quality products at · the 
lowest possible price. We . /s~nd 
behind every product we sen· to in· 
sure customer satisfaction. It is im· 
portant to us that each customer 
gets the best value for each dollar he 
or she might spend. 

"We also feel that it is the res(>on-
sibility of each individual to be:ac-
tive in the community. This tradition 
started in our family with Cecil and 
contiilues today." · 

f 

EARLY PICTURE 
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ffrom the OFFICIAL SOUVENIR BOOKLET] 
Newcomerstown's Sesquicentenial 

1814-1964 

Through the Years 
How Newcomerstown got its name is rather a mystery. There is the legend and also the 
story which David Zeisberger passed on. 

The legend tells of Mary Harris captured in Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1704 as a child 
and later becoming the white wife of Chief Eagle Feather whose tribe lived about half-way 
between Coshocton and Walhonding on what is now Route 36. 

Mary Harris apparently had quite an influence in Chief Eagle Feather's tribe as his 
village became known as White Woman's Town. 

Years later, on one of his raids into the Virginia Territory, Chief Eagle Feather captured 
another white woman for a second wife. What occurred between these two white women is 
not known but one morning Chief Eagle Feather was discovered dead with his own 
tomahawk buried in his skull and the "necomer," as Mary Harris supposedly called her was 
gone. 

The newcomer was captured on the present site of our town and returned to the village of 
Chief Eagle Feather and put to death. 

Chistopher Gist, a surveyor for the Ohio Land Company had talked to Mary Harris in 
1750 and gave no indication, as erroneously reported by several Ohio history writers, of 
having seen the newcomer executed. 

David Zeisberger tells us that Newcomerstown was the village ofChiefNatawatwes who 
later changed his name to King Necomer. 

King Newcomer had invited Zeisberger to preach to his tribe and on March 14, 1771, 
Zeisberger preached the first Protestant sermon west of the Alleghenies. 

Soon after this event the Delawares abandoned Newcomerstown and moved to 
Coshocton. 

The Revolutionary War period found wandering bands of Indians using the abandoned 
Delaware cabins and perhaps such men as Simon Girty, Brandt, McKee and Lewis 
Wetzel used them too. 

After the Revolutionary War several squatters moved into this territory and when 
Tuscarawas County was organized in 1808, Oxford Township became one of the four 
original to~nships . 

In 1813 Judge Nicholas Neighbor came from New Jersey and bought 1900 acres in the 
northwest corner of Oxford Township. He returned again in 1814 bringing a party of about 
60 people with him. This group lived in the abandoned Indian cabins until their own were 
built. 

Judge Neighbor was later an associate judge and lived in New Philadelphia. While there, 

2124101 5 :44 PM 
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he served at the trial of John Funston for the mercenary murdering of the postboy. He 
returned here and in 1827 laid out the village, giving it the name Newcomerstown and 
served as its first postmaster. 

Judge Neighbor's son-in-law,. Jacob Miller, was the town's first teacher starting school 
about 1818. 

In 1825 by an act of the Ohio Legislature, the Ohio Canal came into being. This canal 
played a prominent role in the history of Newcomerstown for 81 years. 

The canal was built in 1827 and the locks were about a mile apart. Over the canal in 
Newcomerstown there were several bridges which swung on pivots and were operated 
manually; one at Bridge Street, one at River Street and the railroad bridge crossing the 
Cleveland and Marietta tracks on Canal Street. 

John Garfield, the father of President Garfield, was one of the construction 
superintendents of one of the locks and young Garfield often played along the banks of the 
canal. 

Many local citizens worked on the canal as masons, millwrights, carpenters, boatsmen, dock 
loaders and lock handlers. 

The long, heavy boats hauled grains ofall kinds from this vicinity to the storage bins in New 
Philadelphia and Dover. They also hauled coal, lumber and ores. There were specially 
adapted boats called packets which were used for carrying passengers. 

The canal served as a center oflife for the young people of the community too. There was 
:fishing, canoeing, and Sunday School picnic excursions to Port Washington and Orange in 
the summer and ice skating in the winter. 

The population expansion due to the canal led to the springing up of sawmills, grainmills, 
potteries and a woolen mill. The schools became overcrowded and in 1849 a regular school 
system was passed by a 1 vote plurality and in 1856 the Union School was built on College 
Street. Churches sprang up too and in 1830 the first church, the Methodist Episcopal, was 
organized; in 1832 the Lutheran Church, to which the Neighbors belonged, was 
established and in 1843 the Methodist Protestant Church (the College Street Methodist) 
was established. 

The canal hit its peak in the 1860's but with the railroads expanding their lines and service 
and having faster freighting, the canal began to decline and although it was not officially 
discontinued until 1908, it then had been out of use for many years. 

One outstanding event in Newcomerstown 's railroad history was in 1861. President 
Abraham Lincoln spoke here from a rear platform on one of his personal appearance 
tours . 

After the Civil War, Newcomerstown, along with the rest of the North, boomed 
economically. 1876 saw the formation of the Presbyterian Church, in 1883 the Oxford 
Bank was founded by George Mulvane and Theodore Crater. In 1884 the Baltimore 
Clothing Company began and in 1887 the W.M. Brode Company began operating. 
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Then came the "Gay Nineties" with its high starched collars and Newcomerstown got the 
Clow Plant, the Building and Loan Company and the "Opry House" located on the 
present site of the Municipal Building. The Opry House was lit with kerosene oil lamps 
and an enormous chandelier hung from the ceiling. Such plays as Uncle Tom's Cabin, The 
Farmer's Daughter, and many minstrels played there. The schools also used the stage for 
plays and graduation exercises. 

In 1900 the population growth forced the building of two new school buildings; one 
occupying the site of the Union School and the other was erected at the corner of State and 
River Streets where the Kroger Market is now located. 

Three new churches appeared around this time also; the Church of Christ in 1901, the 
First Baptist Church in 1902, and the United Brethren Church in 1906. 

1907 was a banner year for Newcomerstown. This year saw the advent of street lights. 

In 1913 the Sterling Faucet Company came to Newcomerstown (it was destroyed by fire .._ 
in 1939) and in 1917 the Heller Brothers Company began here and the Saint Francis De 
Sales Roman Catholic Church was organized. 

The schools were expanded again in 1924 and the present high school building on the corner 
of State and River Streets was erected. The Goshen Brick Company started in that year _,__ -
also. It supplied brick for the Municipal Building and the Sewage Disposal Plant, among 
many other buildings. 

In 1927 the Ritz Theater was built and in 1932 the Foursquare Gospel Church was 
established and in 1935 the Church of the Nazarene was organized. 

Also in 1935, the Newcomerstown Public Library was organized. When it opened in June 
in the Karlen Building on Main Street, it had a collection of two thousand books bought or 
donated by the townspeople. 

In 1936 the school population growth led to the construction of an addition to the high 
school. 

1937 saw the organization of the Assembly of God Church, Cy Young voted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame, and an earthquake scare. The new post office building went up that 
year also. 

Newcomerstown celebrated its 125th anniversary with a parade and a pageant in 1939. 

During the World War II, Newcomerstown did its part in the gas and meat rationing. 
Many local men and boys died in the Armed Forces and people back home worked in the 
local plants which had turned to defense work. 

Post-war expansion brought the Alchrome Products Company here in 1946 where it was 
built on the site of the Sterling Faucet Company. In 1947 the first parking meters were ~ 

installed downtown and Route 21 was dedicated as a memorial highway. The Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and the Tiny Tot Corporation both began in 1948. 

The Cy Young Park with its swimming pool and picnic area was dedicated in 1950. This 
same year also saw a Pennsylvania Railroad flier ramming a troop train and killing 33 
men, and the worst blizzard on record with 20 inches of snow. 
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In a drive spearheaded by the Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce, the Seiberling 
Rubber Company, Plastics Division, was brought here and began production in 1954. 
Since that time it has expanded twice. 

March 11, 1955 is an outstanding day in Newcomerstown history. This is the date of the 
tornado which damaged the East School building beyond repair, destroyed the College 
Street Methodist Church, damaged the Lutheran Church and spread general havoc over 
the whole town. 

The tornado damage led to the construction of the present East and West School buildings 
in 1957. 

The Goshen Brick Company's production line was destroyed by fire in 1958 and with a 
monumental effort on the part of employees, employers and construction workers was soon 
back in production. 

The library moved into its permanent home in the bank building in 1960 and the Laundromat 
opened. 

In 1963 industry again expanded in our town with the Kurz-Kasch plant and the Groovfold 
Company and something new in the way of farming, the John's Egg Farm which has 6000 
caged hens and 1 roaming rooster in a climate controlled chicken house. 

The Weather Seal Corporation began operating here in 1964. Newcomerstown is 
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. 

1 
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A bit Of area histor• ,-,,_,_.,.,. ... ,". 
underneath our feet 

Brick lldenUl:I still line the 
streets ln several parts of 
NftCGIDllflltown and many ol. thole 
llricb bave tbe leUers NBCO im-
printed Gil tbelt side. Reportedly, 
the brtcb UlfJd to pave North River 
Street and Canal street alao have 
tboee Imprints. 

The leUen stand for the Novelty 
Brick Co., wblcb was located south 
ol. tbe Tulcarawas River bebind the 
pneent substation just· past the 
River Street bridge. The company's 
df!IDlae came in 1931 after years of 
mining clay and coal for the 
manafacturing of bricks. 

Marvin Loader, 504 Oak Sl, 
Newccmerstown, remembers bis 
father, Lewis, was cblef engineer for 
the Novelty Brick Co. His primary 
job WU to operate the steam 
generating plant. which produced 
electricity and compressed air. 

Scme of the surplus electricity 
was sold to Newcomerstown for 
operating the electric arc street 
lights. These lights' luminescence 
was derived by electrical charges, 
causing two carbon rods to arc. This 
type of light often created a loud and 
sputtering sound. 

Coal for the plant was obtained / 
from the Timmons Hill mine, just 
behind the factory, and at another 
location near the P~ Boy Tunnel. A 

located OD the east aide of Old Route 
21. a few hundred yards nortb of pre. 
aentU.S.98. 

Dan McConnell of 
Newcomentown said the Globe 
Brick Co. produced brick for 
smobstacb. ~ bricks bad a 
curvature and '-d holes througli 
them to reduce their weight. 

Robert Palmer of 
Newcomerstown said bis father, 
Ruaell, was the last superintendent 
of the old Globe Co. 

The plant mined I.ts clay and coal 
from the bill east of the plant. 
Although the clay and coal came 
from the same bill, they were mined 
at different levels. 

The 1913 Oood apparently caused 
considerable damage to the Globe 
factory, but it was put back in opera-
tion. Local men who worked in the 
factory, if they were good workers, 
often made as much as 40 cents an 
hour. There were no unions, no 
cafeterias, and m~ men working at 
the plant, and the Novelty Brick Co., 
walked to work. 

The C&M Railroad bad a spur 

four-inch steel air line was nm along -==--'--------~ 

Une into the Glolle C.O. and Jtwu..t 
GDCCJmmall for three to four~ to 
be there awaiting ·their lmcla f# 
brick. 

After the compeay bad ~ 
operations, the old 1111okeltacl: wu 
lat.er dyumtted. 

McConnell said that I wlien • 
smokestack WU built, a poll WU 
placed in the center wth ametal arm 
that may be rotated. Thia allowed 
the stack to be constructed in a cir-
cle. As the stack went up, a wooden 
plaUorm was constructed Within it 
and the pole was placed on tGp of the 
wooden plaUorm. This procedure 
was repeated until the stack wu 
completed. 

So, the nut time area residents 
walk on those brick sidewalks, they 
can note the bits of bislory under 
their feet. 

the railroad tracks from the steam ''ftll~~~~~ ~~ \\~- ' 
generating plant to the coal mine .~ 'Q.ov..~.::;(l"'-..<1.~ -~a.~~'1\~.-w.-... 
near P~ Boy to carry compressed · .. · . -~-~--- ..... -~""'""' -1:.s. ___ ,_ _ air used in the mining operation. . 
Coal was hauled by the C&M 
.Railroad to the brick plant. 

The father of Willard Ames of 
Newcomerstown was once a " 
foreman at the southern coal opera-
tion. 

One of the stories about the com-
pany said there was a very stubborn 
mule, named Pug, who bad to be 
"influenced strongly" to pull his 
load at times. 

A man named Dickey Shoemaker 
was one of the owners of the Novelty 
Brick Co. and reportedly built the 

. brick house on State Street beside 
Boyd's Dairy Bar to prevent the con- , . 
tinuance of South Goodrich Street. 

Another old brick company in the 
area was Tbe Globe Brick Company, 

THE NOVELTY BRICK CO • 

l'f 

Shown la the old Novelty Brick Co. of Newcomentown. 
The pump shed in the forep'OUDd WU ued to pump 
water from tbe creek and the large shed to the left 
bouaed the mules I.I.led at the factory. The picture alao 

.,.. tbe tippl~ tbe C6M ipUr and tbe ldJna. The Pih 
beblnd the plant WU where abale and clay bad been 
mined. 



Old Records Re, 
in 1827, it existed as a hamlet The first village marshal was 

At the time .lhe village of The first council men. were I 
Ne!'>'comerstown was first laid A. J. Wilkin, William S. D~nt, F • . _ . _ 
out by Judge Nicholas Neighbor I. Creter Jr. and T. Hartshorn , 1reme1'1 Mar1ned 

. without a corporate charter un- ,Joshua Wier . 
til after the close of the Civil Another vital service, the free 
War. delivery of mail, was inaugur-

First mayor was John Wil- ated July 1, 1920. Judge Neigh-
son, who had served as a lieu- bor had been the first postmas-
tenant in the 80th Ohio Volun- ter in the town. 
teers in the Civil War. He was Records now on file in May-
.elected in the fall of 1868 and or J. A. Tufford's office show 
files his bond in the sum of some interesting data including 
.$1,000 on Nov. 17 that year. a Dec. 29, 1913, ordinance em-

SESQUl-CENTENNIAL 
SPECIALS! 

Ladies I Floors I 9x2 
Rubber Plastic 
Gloves Sanded Drop 

New or Old 
Cloths 

Reg • . 69 2~c: pr. 19c 

I House I Vinyl Latex Spray I 
Paint Wall Paint Paint 

$2.99 gal. $,2.99 9al. 16-0z. Can 
Reg. 1.69 99c 

YO'CKEY'S HAR'DWARE 
Phone 498-7133 Newcomerstown, 

I 
I 

I 
I 

+ + + + + + 
ploying a night policeman who belfry on top of the building. It Bicker 
was to work 12 hours of each was rung with a pump handle on chief. 
24 - 6 p. m. to 6 a. m. It stat- the first floor. The 
ed his dl!ties were "keeping the First records of the original had 50 
peace, arresting offenders and Oxford Fire J)epartment were Clarem 
taking them before the mayor in 1879. "Leb" Sargent was chief 1 
or the officer." chief. The record then is blank old H 

The policeman was required until 1899 which shows L. H. purch< 
" to patrol ad inspect at least Kelly, J. E. Hankshaw, Robert newer 
once each and every night, res-
idential portions of said village 
as well as all business portions 
of same." 

His pay Was to include "such 
fees as are allowed to the mar-
shall by law and ordered for ar-
rests, service of writs and oth-
envise, " He also was to receive · 
$50 per month. Mayor Lloyd 
Murphy signed that document. 

Government services in New-
comerstown have expanded and 
modernized through the years 
and are presently housed in a 
modern municipal building. 

! 

The earliest records available 
of the volunteer fire depart-
ment are in 1870, but there were 
departments fo r many years 
prior to that. The first method 
was a bucket brigade from the 

I 
Ohio Canal and subsequently a 
hand pumper and hook and lad-

.------------------------ der wagon were purchased. 

HAPPY Bl:RTHDAY 
NiEWC'OME,RSTOWN! 

·1 

THURS. FRIDAY - SAT. 
50 Rolls Kodak B & W 127 & 620 

~II M -- ·Ar rn,ll 

i Later, five two-wheel hose 
; carts were placed at different ' 
places in town. Firemen were 
! first called by church bells, but 
I when the city hall was built in 
I 1884 a fire bell was i;ilaced in a 

1 

1C · N 1· 1 : arn:e __ a_1on 1 

I 

!Visits Saloon, 
i 

!Says 'Repent' 
I 

' Have you heard about 

DISASTER STRIKES-Plant Supt. 
perintendent, survey the damag1 
which virtually destroyed that le 
workmen repair washed out rai 
in the background. 
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eal Village History 
inent, Newcomerstown had r tucke,t Br1· gade 111 I Ca11al Da' ys regular physician employed t J its board of health. It providi 
that the health doctor, who w: 

+ + + + + + •} + + + + <t• not named, would be paid n 
id John Warner as I since that time. I It served in the troop train The resolution stated that a I~or: than . $10 f~r each d: 

The emergency squad ' was wreck disaster at West Lafay- "serious epidemic of smallpox worked. Hts duties were . 
.ford Fire Company founded when the Elks lodge ette. is threatened unless adequate check all cases rep.orte? to hi1 
mbers until 1924 when presented the department with Ordinances instituted in the measures are undertaken to He was to send his b~l! .to t 
Warner was made a resuscitator. It was the only village also provide interesting check the same by quarantine board of health and, if it w 
new department. An equipment until · 1945 when a sidelights. A number were pass- and frequent examinations of foun.d t~ be co~·rect, they :voi: 

-Reo fire truck was Dodge panel truck was purchas- ed July 30, 1913, requiring all suspicious cases by a compet- certify it to village council l 
then and several ed by the department and vehicles to "keep to the right ent physician and by a prompt 1 payment. 

cks have been bought equipped for emergency use. side of fthe street except when vaccination~ of appropriate per- Other records indicated t 
' necessary to turn to the left in sons." board of health was establish 

~rossing the str~et or over~ak- According to the old docu- Jan. 29 1900. 
mg another vehicle." ' 

Another unusual requirement 
stated no vehicle was to "stop 
any longer than to allow occu-
pan'ts to alight or persons to 
enter.' ' Fines were from $2 to 
$50 or imprisonment for 30 days 
or both for violators of the reg-
ulations, which filled several 
hand written pages. 

A Nov. 4, 1878, ordinance list-

f,~{ I~; f~~c~~l~:~:~.f~~~ud;~~s p~~~1;~ 
fr s10ns for Junes. On Dec. 10, 

nk Wilson cmd Russell B·ean, son of a former su-
. the Rex File Co. following the April 12, 1917, fire 
ng vil{age industry. In the lower photo, a group of 
di track after the 1Sf13 flood. The file company is 

1

1900, a measure was passed al-
lowing the mayor to appoint spe-
cial police at $4.25 per day. 

An appropriation ordinance of 
Aug. 3, 1913, also shows how 
costs have increased through , 
the years. It totaled $7,254 and I 
included some of the following 

Marshall $300, other police, 
$325, buildings $30, firemen I 
$150, fire apparatus $550, detec-

WORKMAN DIED HERE-A bridge repairma n di'ed an 
four other men were hurt on the River st bridge her 
in 1913. One of the spans toppled while they were a · 
tempting to repair .it after the 1913 flood. 

. tive $100, contingent $100, street r.====================== 
repair $750, street lighting $2,-
300, uarks $50, health $212.50. 

The village also established a 
health department Jan. 29, 
1900. Records indicate a small-
pox epidemic was In effect Feb. 
14, 1918, leading to special ac-
tion by the health board then. 

Zimm,er lumber1 
Opens In 1892 1 

I The Zimmer Lumber Com-
- - ... .. - . .... .-. #,..n...., -"'"".-1 ;.-. 1 S2Q? h.u 

ON ALL SUMMER MERCHAN·DISE! 

25 TO 50% OIFF 
Ladies Proportioned Knee Capers a nd Slacks 

· Reg. Retail $2.29 to $10. 98 

25°/o OFF 
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