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History of The Temperance Tavern Museum

Andrew Creter came to Newcomerstown prior to 1818, probably in
one of +the firslt caravans of immigrants brought here by Nicholas
Neighbor from Morris Counly, New Jersey. He married 18 May 1818 to
Flizabeth Neighbour, eldest daughter of Nicholas. He first resided
about Lwo miles south of Newcomerstown on the Post Boy Road, where
he farmed and conducted a tavern in his home. They were the
parents of five <children, Clark, Catherine, Anna, Elizabeth and
Andrew Jackson. When his wife died after the birth of his fifth
child "In 18723 he sent for his sister, Sarah Plum Creter to come
to Newcomerstown to care for his children. She also helped serve
palrons in ‘the tavern. The Post Boy Toad was 1ol 8 " hiigh
thoroughfare so in 1841 he removed to Newcomerstown and built the
present Temperence Tavern near the thriving Ohio Canal and near
the Old State Road where many traveling by stagecoach and
horseback stopped overnight. Many travelers were seeking new
homes, some prospectors going westward to seek their fortunes.

The Tavern was built of black walnut which grew abundantly in the
vicinity. The original floors can be seen today with their square
handmade nails. The staircases are of the original walnut timber.
No two doors have the same locks and all are located at different
levels from the floor.

Guests were ushered 1into the basement tavern room where they
could warm themselves and were served a hearty meal before the six
foot fireplace. The original fireplace is still in place as well
as the huge walnut serving table, cabinet and oven for baking
bread and warming food.

After the evening meal and conversation Lhe overnighters were led
to the alttic room where they were given cots and bedding for the
night. Andrew then locked ¢the door to the attic and they were
virtual prisoners for the night. He was fearful of being robbed
and was protective of his family living in the house, also.

The Temperance Tavern had only four owners before it was sold in
1973 to the Newcomerstown Historical Society. They were Andrew
Creter, Lellan Shoemaker, Titus Weaver and Harold Rivers. It is
the aim of the Historical Society to collect, preserve, and pass
on to the next generations artifacts, histories, textiles and any
items pertaining to the History of Newcomerstown.
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. HISTORY OF THE OLD TEMPERANCE HOUSE TAVERN, ANDREW CRETER, PHOF.

as presented by BEATRICE (BEIGHDOR) KISBR in 1964
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I‘a\mrns in the oarly tinsa perfomed in ;\.nportaab .t‘unouon in the growth of villages.
A conatant stroam of incqaing aattlers uhc made their uay to the wsat by tadious. tuil-
some Joumaya. and af prospectors fo r fnt.nra hmes, suppliad then wizh an abundance of |
gussts. In thase tia'es, provisions wers also maa st the ’raum for the traveler’s thirst,
and at tha bar. nquors eo. x,Ld always be ob‘baimd. .

SOMETI:AK IN THEF W TRIRTIES Ttib} FGLL(MC:I& AC(,CUI%T «,AJ PUBLLISHED

Back in the days of 18@1 when the stagsconches were the 'geguo and thirly milss a day
wag consi.zered good traveling. zmdrew Cret.er tmilt ] Tavern o*t. of the inrmmerable black-
walnut treos unrmuzﬂing ﬁawcmarstnm. then i littla h&m}.et on the Srogsroadse xr;welars

uould make it their headqusrtors on lona journoyn

Taday the 'l‘avera still atﬂrxis. hav!.ng bean cammrt.ed int-c a hems where Mr, and Hrs.

1-‘ el

I.ellan bhoemkor may sett&.e doan fo* a paaneful avaning berore t.ha hlasing log rlre, wihich

- it waa
Lo mAlde

once wag also 8 havsn tar t.he mary mg-tarnr;

% 'r N

zhe old "'remperunco Hause ‘I’av;ra. Ptop. Andraw Crwter” st.ill holds the chamm. of its

=i

fomer dnys for .the new omars. In t.ne oarly days. aar&h Cret.er. Andrew's sister. graeted
g

t.rs.velers at t.ha doc. and nacarted tham to f.he eoz’ kit.chen. H 2ro a great. s.x.x-fcot. apen

’.-“i L3 Rt

firoplacs ra»iiated J.ts amforting wamth thronghout. the room.

alosly the evanings woxxid pass aday nnd at bedt.im. Andruu wmud plok up the candle and
leﬁ.d tho visit.ors up thm flights to tha triangular room beueath t.he a}mrp slant.mg caves
nf the roof. i\s most travnlors were total at.rangara to t.kxa &.nn-»ksege:‘ and his family. extra
praeauti.ons wore taken against rubbory, t:y closing the heav,y blac& wahmt door and tuming
a hand«mdo look. virtuady making t.ham priscnars f:u' t.rm nig.xtu

Today the at.tic atands baro and cald, ttith onl,y huge floarboards, and welleworn attic
atairs t.o racaj.i t.ho days of almost. & uontury ago. ’oo:m m ':.he bas ament.. however, the kit

chon mth its big firaplaca ntamis as :lt. dzd in tho atagaooach erse
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# Mr. Shoemaker and his bainter worked many dsys to soraps off zll the old paint and dust

F 4
oo
2
&

from the roomss Remeath the several coats of whiteawash and dingy paint showed a beautifully
grained black walnut fromeworks In these deys, such wood is too expensive for most cone
struction work, but here nsarly all the bracss, beams, panels, tzblaes, floors =ud stairs are
made from 1%+ Many boards come in over two fest in width, |

To transfornm this basement room back to the daye reversd, in so many alds ters' memoriss,
a long serving %able was re<discovered and placed at’ the foot of the stairs whers it was,

- years egos The fireplace 1s also the stme, the suinging orune from which the blackened

cauldrbn hung ant the stone-lined oven still aymbolising thelr cruds —

" The ariginal heavy firep}.aoa andircma ars today used oﬁ.an iuy their prezent owners,
Hmoriaa of. the old«time’ aax-pmtry and foundry work: are- ever pmsent. througheut the
house: Many af:;t.he latches; no twa 6 which ars'at the same hs;ght from the floor, ars con-

siderably worn and rusteds : Crude work is evident in nm; places, although painstaking efforts
wers made tu potnd their hand<made nails in the right places
‘Most of t.ma attic timbors ars hald together by wallaﬂttad Joints snd wooden pegse
" The west basement door; also buﬁ.t it of blaek wahmt. has’ been exposed to the : usather for
9% years; and 1§ stil) in exceilen’a cumi.ttien and hag msver been paint.ed. '
L’eét';ing {rom the !\qav'y planked Tloor of' the basemant up t‘.ha"- stadrs to tﬁtwﬂrst' floor, a
- very striking ‘uitraenodern "kiﬁéhehi grosts the sys of the visitor, Ons of the most modern
kitchens in Newoomerstown has been built to enlighten Mrs. Shoemaksr's task. They returned

early this monmth from theis mdding trip to Cubas

' Old lateh=string locks still guard the home agsinst intrusions In every instunce, it
is maeﬂb""tha%mmtmﬁ*ﬁk*g’uiid&i by thio Hand of nscessity rather than beauty. Yot
today these crude articlss present an atiractive f.ront’ to the visitor.:

Adding to the former Tavern's appsarance, ﬁh&tmskai‘ has used ivory paint to cover
the expoSed corner braces and door jambss - The walmut doors are in their natural color and
the g’fain shows:clearlys The long, low-ceilingsd living room has bsen convertsd back inte
a colorful setting with a new wall paper artistically covered with nght; brown oaianial
laddog and flesty clnnamen colored shespe & corfier cupboard ingeniously hides stesm pipes,

- Hlue carveted floors sni several atiractive prints on the walls turn the fromer crude dwelle



p o
ﬂ,f Upstairs the bedrooms are as difforant. 28 the b&amont. and first-i‘lcor kitchens One |
 .room haa been tumished nit.h oxrl,y Ruariaan fura;\tum. whi}.- anot.mr prasenta a much more
modern appearance: Hardwood floors have heon ralald over the cruie hand-hewn planks used
by the Croters. ‘
Radiators now replace the oldufashioned firésplaces.  The chimneys, howsver, still remein’
as part of the Houses In the attio, at First glanes at them, one has the impression taey
are falling overs The foundation i'qrr» the houss had Besn laid first, thoen the houss built
‘over ite *In finishing the chinmey, bricklayers miscalculsted the hole provided in ths roof
and then had tn lay their Lricke &rooked te em out the right place. OJne cmmmér was out
mors than a foobs . Tk ' -

‘X plece of the old Tavern 'sign was discoversd by painters on the east basement door
‘frames  In Maised wooden lettars thé words “Temperance Housa Tavern, indrew Creter, Prop*
Care 'st4ll’ disternibles’ Arter ‘thie jiirohase of the house), & contrsctor brought to light a bk
" showing Lhe wagés paid for constiuetion of the Tavern«-60 cents 2 day was the pay for a

laborsi; but money was scarce in those d;ya Fead ‘wad the mainestay for bartering, plokled
“pork being down at two Sents a pound, and other’ fidhts at ‘similar pricese Every once in a
“While, a notios resad, "to Poleodk--ons gallon whiskey, 40 cents."

So 1t is through the arfcrg‘é‘at its present owner that the old Tavern has been trightened
"o yank along with othei homés in the ¥illage. ‘The exterior has besn psinted white with
“green shutters; old porches Knbeked off, and new ones erected in their place, and improve-

' ments made in the landsespings Once more will this converted Inn, which once welcomed the
weary traveler, bs apamé to friends and viaitors showing that even the same Ohio hospi-
By a century :mm

“$ality vemains, although i 2
' SOMSTINE IN THE BARLY SIXTIES: )
" It seéms only proper that the inhaia%.ﬁantfi 6f this home be the sort to welcome weary

travelers; E'éﬁéigc'ﬁ is that Hr, and Mrs; Weaver aie the props's of the Modern Frontier

Motel, and so brings up to date & story that started ‘with the town.
"IN APRIL, 1977, the Tempsrance House Tavern betatis ﬁic’ property of the Kewcomerstown Historical
“Soeiety, who will restors it, da nearly as possible, to its eriginal appearance, and who will
make of it 2 museum and a landmark of which the town may juatly be proud.
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THE STORY OF A FORGOTTEN AMERICA.

HOME JOURNAL LOCATIONS ~

Cooley Hotel

The Cooley Hotel is a never completed hotel in Newcomerstown, Ohio. It used as a showroom and repair

shop for farm machinery, office and manufacturing space for a canvas product company, and as a museum.

Construction on the four-story hotel began in late 1929 by John W. Cooley,2 who was the owner and

operator of the Fountain Hotel on Bridge Street. The hotel was originally proposed at Bridge and Church
streets, but a committee from the local Chamber of Commerce suggested a location along West Canal

Street instead. Proposed inside were 44 sleeping rooms, coffee shop, a barber, kitchen, private dining

1of5 6/24/17,9:10 AM



Cooley Hotel - Abandoned by Sherman Cahal http://abandonedonline. net/locations/commercial/cooley-hotel/

rooms and public toilets. Seventeen of the rooms would contain private baths and 24 rooms featured

running water.

The building cost $150,000 but was never finished after financial difficulties plagued Cooley.3 * The hotel,
sans minor construction details, was essentially completed by late 1930. On January 17, 1931, the unfinished
building was sold at a sheriff's sale to Charles Loader for $26,000; it was appraised at $39,000.4 Ownership
was later passed into the hands of the First National Bank.’

In the July 1941 Elks magazine, an advertisement, taken out by Newcomerstown BPOE 1555, stated that the
lodge is willing to purchase the building if a “practical hotel man” agrees to finance its completion and to
manage it.” The BPOE 1555 would occupy the top floor with the remainder of the building used as a lodge.

The prolonging of World War II caused a shortage of housing in Newcomerstown.’ On July 24, 1943, federal
National Housing Agency proposed to finance the completion of the Cooley Hotel to house 30 employees
of the Heller Bros. tool plant, who were having to travel long distances to work at the factory. Despite the
assistance from the government, there was still 530 employees at Heller Bros. that needed shorter
commutes. Gasoline and tire rations also added to the housing shortage. The closure of the war led to the

project being abandoned.

On May 18, 1944, the unfinished hotel was sold to Clyde E. Schumaker, a sales and service representative
for the John Deere Company.‘l Schumaker planned to use the basement and first floor of the hotel for a
showroom and for the repair of farm machinery, with the goal of finishing the upper three floors. In
mid-1960, the building was used by Globe Specialities, makers of canvas products, and employed eight.5

Mid-Ohio Canvas operated the business in 1975 when it made the decision to relocate to Columbus.

The Newcomerstown Historical Society purchased the Cooley building in August 1976 to use as the
Newcomerstown Cultural and Study Center adjacent to their Temperance Tavern Museum.”” The purchase
was made possible through the generosity of Shannon Rodgers, a new York dress designer for Jerry
Silverman. Rodgers also donated a collection of 500 antique gowns and dresses that were to be displayed

in the Cooley building.

After years of vacancy, the Cooley Hotel - never used for its intended purpose, is slated for demolition in
8 W
2016.

» Sources

Share: f ¥ % @
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The history of the

Cooley Hotel building

It was just four months
from the devastating Wall
Street crash of 1929 and
the beginning of what
America knew as the Great
Depression.

Hotel entrepreneur John
Cooley had a dream of a

| great, new modern hotel

for Newcomerstown.
According to a news clip-

 ping from the June 9, 1929,

edition of the Columbus
Dispatch, a new four-story
brick and terra cotta hotel
is being planned to be
constructed in the middle
of the business district in
Newcomerstown. The cost
for the new hotel is at
$150,000. The building
will be 50 foot high, and
90 foot depth.

Cooley, the owner

of the Fountain Hotel
(located next to the
Newcomerstown Union
Depot) is planning for the
new hotel building to have
fifty rooms, a lunch room,
dining room, barber shop,
and spacious lobby with
textured walls. The hotel

will be of fire proof con- -

struction. The interior fin-
ish of the first level will
be of black walnut wood
with a terrazzo floor. The
remainder of the building
will be finished in gum
wood. The building is of
an Italian Rennaisance
design. The architect for
the project is Ray Sims.
Following the Oct. 29,
1929, Wall Street crash
and many, many persons,
and businesses all over
the United States loosing
thousands of dollars with-

_in one day, Cooley halted

the project.
The building was left

' standing in the midst of
unfinished construction,

never to be completed.
The upper floors were
never completed, the inte-
rior was basically nothing
more than a shell of dream

~of what is was intended to

be. Cooley eventually lost
the building in 1931 and

the structure was sold at a

sheriff’s sale for $26,000.
The building sat vacant
for many years and at one
time a hospital was being
considered to occupy the
structure.

In the early 1960s, it
housed Globe Industries,
which was a small fac-
tory that manufactured
mattresses, and cushions.
The factory either ceased
production, or relocated
after several years. The
building was once again
vacated, then was eventu-
ally sold to New York City
fashion designer, Shannon
Rogers whom had family
roots in Newcomerstown.
The building was planned
to house Rogers’s fashion
collection until Rogers
decided to donate his

collection to the Kent

State University School
of Design archives. The
building was then donated
to the Newcomerstown
Historical Society
who used it for storage
for several years. The
Newcomerstown Chamber
also held dinners in the
structure over the years,
and the Historical Society

also had used the building

for several of their events,
one being a quilt show dur-
ing the 1976 Bicentennial
celebration.

The current owner,
David Kinsey of Dover,
purchased the prop-
erty in 1991 with inten-
tions of developing it.

The property has taken

a major decline over the
past several years and is
now being ordered by the
Tuscarawas County Health
Department to be razed
due to Newcomerstown
officials being concerned
with the run-down appear-
ance, and potentially
unsafe conditions.
Effective on March 1,
2016, Kinsey was given
45 days to have the struc-
ture razed.

: William Casteel/Newcomerstown New:
The Cooley Hotel in Newcomerstown




Newcomerstown hotel owner had
second career as proprietor of showboat

By Jon Baker
GateHouse Media Ohio

John Cooley of Newcom-
erstown had a colorful career
as a hotel owner and the pro-
prietor of a showboat, the
Wonderland, that plied the
Mississippi and Ohio rivers
in the early 20th century.

“John Cooley, a giant of a
man, more than six feet tall
and heavy-set, was easy-go-
ing and fun-loving; some-
how one got the impression
that a joke or a good story
was always in the offing,”
was how he was described
in the book, “Showboats:
The History of an American
gséi.mﬁon,” by Philip Gra-

Cooley’s “genial good na-
ture” was evident on his
showbeat.

“Unlike most of his com-
petitors, he xgnored melo-

specialties between the acts
of the play,” Graham wrote,
“A typical handbill promised
a play, ‘A Foxy Bachelor,’ 2
comedy of domestic life, to
be presented, we are as-
sured, ‘for laughing pur-
poses only.”

Cooley was born on Dec.
20, 1867, in the small
Coshocton County commu-
nity of Orange. He married
Rachel Alexander on Nov.
7, 1894, and they became
the parents of three chil-

dren. .
In 1895, he purchased the
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- Joe Wright, GateHouse Media Ohio

Hotel owner John Cooley began work on this hotel
in Newcomerstown in 1929 but was never able to
complete it.

Fountain Hotel on Bridge
Street in Newcomerstown,
near the Pennsylvania Rail-
road train station. The two-
story frame hotel, one of
four in town at that time,
got its name from a fountain
in the yard.
According to the Newcom-
erstown News, the hotel had
15 rooms in addition to two
adjacent business rooms, the
lobby, the dining room,
kitchen and lunch counter.
‘The Fountain Hotel, like the
other hotels in town, catered
to the traveling salesmen
who went from town to town
selling their wares. The hotel
was filled to capacity nearly

every night.
In 1906, Cooley decided to
go into the showboat busi-

ness.
In partnership with James
Hagen, Cooley had the Won-
derland built in West Vir-
ginia at a cost of $9,000.
Equipment for the beat in-
creased the cost to $27,000
($761,000 in 2018 dollars), It
had seating for 500 people.
“This novel, modernly de-
vised steamer will make its
initial trip in a few weeks, go-

e

tertainments at all riverside
towns of any considerable
size,” the Newcomerstown
News reported on April 25,
1906.

It added, “This is truly a
20th century ideal consolida-
tion of entertainment,
amusement and business
which may prove a great suc-
cess, if care be taken to make

it strictly firstclassand of

high order, which no doubt
will be done.”

During the summer
months, the Wonderland
played at all towns along the
Ohio River. At Cairo, IIL, it
went north on the Missis-
sippi River as far as Red
Wing, Minn. Then it turned
south, going all the way to
New Orleans. In the winter
months, the boat was docked
at Point Pleasant, W.Va.

The dozen actors on the
boat also had to serve as
slngehands and orchestra
mnusicians.

The Wonderland contin-
ued to operate until 1918,
when the pilot ran it aground
off the West Virginia shore
and knocked out the bottom.
The boat was repaired, but
the water was so low that it

atage 83.

wouldn’t float,

“Sometime later a ﬁood
swept her down the river,”
Cooley told the Newoomer—
stown News. “That was the
last I ever saw of her.”

Cooley returned to New-
comerstown to operate the
Fountain Hotel.

In the spring of 1929, Coo-

5 leyannmmcedplanstobuild

a modern fmlr—story hotel 1 in
town.

“Mr. and Mrs Cooley
have conducted a successful
hotel business here for many
years, and are to be com-
mended for their enterprise
in deciding to erect and oper-
ate a modern hotel which
will fill 2 long-felt need,” the
newspaper commented.

That summer, work began
on the hotel, located on W.
Canal Street. It was sup-
posed to have 44 sleeping

rooms, a barbershop, laun-
dry, coffee shop, public and

private dining rooms
htchen and public toilets
Seventeen of the rooms were
to contain private baths and
24 rooms would have run-
ning water. The rooms on
the first floor were to have a
terrazzo floor finish.

Unfortunately, Cooley ran
into financial problems, and
construction was abandoned
on the halffinished structure.
In recent years, village offi-
cials have been discussing
tearing down the old hotel
building, which has become
an eyesore. '

Cooley retired from the
hotel business in 1935. He
sold the Fountain Hotel to
the Darrell O. Beiter Post of

 the Veterans of Foreign

Wars in June 1946. The
VEW met there for 10 years
until the building was con-
demned by the state in 1957
and torn down.

Cooley died in May 1950




Cooley Hotel implosion scheduled for Sept. 11

Ray Booth Correspondent

Preparation has started for the demolition of the
old Cooley Hotel on Bridge Street in
Newcomerstown. The structure is scheduled to be
imploded on Sept. 11.

" Hotel

]

From Page.m o

ran into financial problems, and construction was aban-
doned on the half-finished structure. In recent years, vil-
lage officials have been discussing tearing down the old
~ hotel building, which has become an eyesore :

Cooley retired from the hotel business in 1935. He sold
the Fountain Hotel to the Darrell O, Beiter Post of the Veter-
~ ans of Foreign Wars in June 1946. The VEW met there for

If a successful event can  the idea of a developer’s
be known as “bringing eye some 90 years ago.
down the house,” then In the spring of 1929,
| bringing down a four-story  John Cooley, who operated
hotel building near down-  the Fountain Hotel in New-
town Newcomerstown will ~comerstown, announced
be a true party. plans to build a modern
- The Cooley Hotel is four-story hotel in town.
| scheduled to be imploded Jon Baker of The Times-
‘on Sept. 11, accordingto  Reporter wrote an histori-
Joe Riley, president and cal feature about Cooley in
CEO of TR Construction, ~ May of this year and
B Inc., who was on site Tues- quoted an article from The
day afternoon with a crew  Newcomerstown News in
making preparations for the 1929, :
demolition. The hotel, lo- “Mz. and Mrs. Cooley
cated on Canal Street be-  have conducted a successful
tween the Temperance hotel business here for
Tavern Museum and Canal many years, and are to be
River Auto Sales, has been  commended for their enter-
vacant since the day it was prise in deciding to erect

. posed to have 44 sleeping

-

and operate a modern hotel
which will fill a long-felt
need.”

That summer, work be-
gan on the hotel, located on
W. Canal Street. It was sup-

rooms, a barbershop, laup-
dry, coffee shop, public and
private dining rooms,
kitchen and public toilets,
Seventeen of the rooms
were to contain private
baths and 24 rooms would
have running water. The
rooms on the first floor
were to have a terrazzo
floor finish, .
Unfortunately, Cooley

See Page A2 | Hotel

10 years until the building was condemned by the state in

1957 and torn down.

~ Cooley died in May 1950 at age 83.

Newcomerstown Mayor Patrick Cadle recently gave a re-
port to village council, and according to the report, several
local establishments are contributing to the cost, and donat-
ing their time, or equipment for the demolition, including
the Newcomerstown Historical Society, the Baptist Church,
American Legion and Little’s Tree Service, It was reported.
that the cost for the fill-in of the structure’s basement founda-
tion is $38,000.

The bmldmg demohtlon is planned via unplosxon, not wnth

use of any explosives, but with use of a specxal technique of
cutting into the structure layer by layer until it slowly col- -
Iapses in a straight downward fashion. The village reports
that they will be recommending anyone within a two block

_ radius to take precautions due to an extensive amount of

dust that will be created from the implosion,

Once the site is filled-in andstahihzedaparlunglotmﬂbe
constructed and utilized by the Newcomerstown Historical
Society, the American Legion and the Baptist Church,
Mayor Cadle also said the parking lot will be helpful durmg
the annual Cy Young Festival.

Jon Baker of The Times—Reporter contnbuted to thls story




" During the Civil War,

General Morgan led a raid

into Ohio, which went :

through Guernsey County
before Morgan and his men

were captured near East .

Liverpool. In the painting,  [&
General Morgan is depicted &

leading his men in battle.
Morgan’s Raid has been a
part of Guernsey County
lore ever since the ‘inci-

dents in July of 1863. ,

" Local historian Rick
Booth has written articles
about Morgan's Raid, call-
ing it “an unusual affair,
conducted against orders in
mid-1863. From his base in
Tennessee, Morgan had
been ordered to take his
roughly 2,500 cavalrymen
up into Kentucky as a diver-
sionary move to get Union
troops to chase him instead

of attacking some vulnera-

' ble Confederate troop posi-
tions in Tennessee. Specifi-

i cally ordered to not cross
the Ohio River, Morgan
nevertheless did so near

| Mauckport, Indiana, less

| than a week after the twin
| debacles of Lee's defeat at
| Gettysburg and the fall of

Vicksburg on the Missis-
sippi. Living off the land
(i.e. stealing food, money
and horses), his men ma-
rauded eastward, passing
north of Cincinnati. They
then tried unsuccessfully to
\re-cross the Ohio River into
'Kentucky at Buffington Is-
\land, located about half way
between Gallipolis and
Parkersburg. They were
narrowly prevented from
doing so by Union troops
and gunboats. A few days

later, Morgan's men crossed
Guernsey County from the
southwest to the northeast
in a desperate attempt to
get away from pursuing cav-
alry and reach another place
to cross the Ohio River far-
ther north.

“Having lost men contin-
uously along the course of
the raid, General Morgan
was finally forced to surren-
der near East Liverpool,
Ohio.

“... Sent to the Ohio Peni-
tentiary for ultra-safe keep-
ing, the wily brigadier gen-
eral escaped, made his way
back to the South, and re-
sumed his command of cav-
alry. The Ohio raid and his
subsequent flight to free-
‘dom catapulted Morgan to
the heights of rock star sta-
tus inside the Confederacy.”
- While luck was with Gen-
eral Morgan and six of his
men in the escape, he was
not so lucky later in the
war.

“By early September,
1864,” Booth wrote, “he
(Morgan) was leading a
force of 1,500 men in the
vicinity of Greeneville,
Tenn. Underestimating the
proximity and danger
posed by Union troops
nearby, Morgan opted to

sleep the night in pampered
luxury at a local mansion
rather than tent uncomfort-
ably with his men outside
the town. When Union
commanders chose to
march on Greeneville
through the night, Mor-
gan's choice of pleasantries
over safety turned fatal. As
federal troops approached
Greeneville, several reports
came in that Morgan was
resting in the lightly
guarded town mansion.
Two cavalry companies
were quickly dispatched to
rush into the town and sur-
round the mansion with or-
ders to bring back Morgan
dead or alive.

“General Morgan,
loathing the thought of ever
spending time in Union cap-
tivity again, had promised
his wife he would do every-
thing in his power to avoid
capture. And so, when con-
fronted by an armed caval-
ryman demanding his sur-
render, Morgan chose to
run. A shot rang out, and
the man who barely a year
before had led Confederate
forces through Guernsey
County's Cumberland, .
Senecaville, Lore City, Old
Washington, Winterset and
Antrim fell dead.”



Many, if not most, Tus-
carawas County residents
are probably unaware that ,
an individual labeled as
“the bloodiest man in the
early annuals of American
history” was born and -
raised in Dover, Ohio (then
known as Canal Dover).

William C. Quantrill was
infamously known for
Quantrllls Raid that took
place in Lawrence, Kansas
in 1863. Quantrill, and his
gang of ruffians were re-
sponsible for the mass
slaughter of 180-plus men,
and young boys that
_ resided in Lawrence (con-

sidered to be an abolitionist

strong-hold in the Mid-

west). Their intention was t
to wipe out the male popu-
lation, crippling the author-
. ity and protection of the
citizens of Lawrence.
Quantrill gained his in-
famy during the years of
the Civil War. According to
historical accounts, he was
noted as an enigmatic, in-

triguing character.
Although he lived only 28
years he achieved his noto-
riety in a brief period of
time, and his story contin-
ues to have mystery and
conflict accordmg to histo-
Urians:

’ dlfferent :

Former Tuscarawas County educator turned terrorist

2.5

William Quantrill

Many accounts have
been written on Quantrill
‘over the years, and his
i s been spelled in
‘variations.
Quantrill, himself even
used a variety of spellings
on his name, and also used
alias names during his vio-
lent life. Among the alias
names was the name of
Charlie Hart, and Captain
Clark (his middle name was
Clarke, and his mother’s
maiden name was also
Clarke).
~ Quantrill was born July
31, 1837 at the family’s res-
idence that was located at
the corner of Tuscarawas
Avenue and Fourth Street
in Dover. Tuscarawas Av-
enue was known as Factory
Street in 1837. His parents,
Thomas H. & Caroline
(Clarke) Quantrill were re-
spected citizens of .Dover.
Both parents were natives
of the state of Maryland.
His father was a school
teacher, and began teach-
ing in the Canal Dover

~ Union School in 1851, later

4
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becoming the school princi-

pal, a position he held until
his death. His father is now
regarded as the first school

superintendent of the’
Dover school system.

“Young Quantrill followed in
his father’s footsteps, also
becoming an-educator in
the Tuscarawas County
schools. Quantrill com-

pleted the requirements for

a school teaching certifi-
cate, and became a teacher
at the age of sixteen. He
taught in the Canal Dover
Union School for one year,
then transferring to a coun-

“try schoolhouse the follow-

ing school year.

Quantrill taught in Tus-
carawas County country
schools until the spring of
1856, leaving Ohio and -
moving to Hllinois that sum-
mer. He began teaching in
the Illinois schools in the
fall of 1856, but Quantrill’s

-

_life suddenly changed, a

change that seemed to
mark a turning point in his
life. He had written a letter

‘to his mother, but said he
could not disclose the. na-

ture of an incident that-had

-

taken place, He left Illinois,
“moving to Fort Wayne, In-
‘g.lana, teaching there very

riefly. Quantrlll then'
ended up back in Tus-
carawas County, and took a
' teaching position in a coun-
try schoolhouse near
Uhrichsville, but did not

-

finish the term. He left
Ohio a again in March 1857,
this time moving farther
west, settling in Kansas
where he took a teaching ,

_position.

~= Quantrill never returned
to Dover and spent the re-
mainder of his life in
Kansas. He later became
less involved in the educa-
tion field, and more in-
volved in the Kansas-Mis-
souri border raids that
were in progress during the
years of the Civil War.
There were various legends
about Quantrill, however
the preponderance of evi- '
-dence is that he had no real
moral perceptions during
the years after he left
‘Dover. He later became
known in Kansas as an indi-
vidual that brought terror
to the plains of the Mid-
west. Quantrill was techni-
cally a nineteenth century,
American terrorist. Histori-
ans have concluded that
Quantrill clearly had latent
characteristics that came
into full development in the
last few years of his life,
characteristics that seemed
to take full possession of



"7 Quantrill’s notoriety. be-'
gan when he engineered an
ambush for three abolition-
ists from Kansas who made
a raid into Missouri for the
purpose of liberating slaves
of a wealthy farmer, Mor-
gan Walker. Quantrill se-.
cretly forewarned Walker
who proceeded to set a trap
for the abolitionists.
Quantrill remained in Jack-
son County, where Walker’
resided, gaining the confi-
‘dence of the residents by
explaining his part in the

ambush, He had told them

that he had sought revenge

for the murder of a brother !
that “had supposedly been

committed by Kansas jay-
hawkers (guerrilla fighters

who clashed with pro-slav-

ery advocates).

The outbreak of the Civil
War gave Quantrill his op- *
portunity to join Missouri
bushwackers (ruffians that
fought against the jayhawk-
ers). Quantrill later formed
his own army of bushwack-
ers who operated in their
own lawless fashion.
Quantrill and his men be-
came known as the most
formidable revolver fight-
ers the West ever knew.

" Lawrence, Kansas was a
known area comprised of
many abolitionists, a place
the western Missouri
bushwackers wanted to
obliterate. After 'carefql
planning, Quantrill and his
gang of nearly three hun-
dred ruffians completed a
ruthless act that has been'
documented as one of the
bloodiest slaughters in the
history of the American an-

Former Tuscarawas County educator turned terrorist

~ In the p;e-dawn_hdufs of
August 21, 1862, the sleep-
ing town of Lawrence was

-awakened by galloping
“horses, gunfire. ‘The gang, i

comprised of hundreds of
bearded, long haired, wild-
eyed men, yelling, shooting
guns.

At first, Quantrill in-
formed the defenseless
townspeople that nobody
would be harmed if they
did not resist. Later, the
owner and guests of a ho-
tel were lined up on the
street and the ruffians
helped themselves to any
valuables that were surren-
dered, and not surren-
dered. The hotel was them
set-ablaze, and the killing
then began. Shrieks from
the wounded, and cries of
the dying soon filled the
air, women were heard
crying, pleading for the
lives of their husbands,
sons, and fathers. At a sec-
ond hotel, the male guests
were lined up and mowed
down through gunfire, one
by one. This hotel was also
set on fire, and any
wounded men were
thrown into the burning
structure, left to burn to
death.

Pillaging, destruction
was everywhere. Small
bands of the ruffians were

assigned by Quantrill to ,

each street throughout
town. Every house was
thoroughly searched for
valuables, the houses plun-

dered, and any male per-
sons, including youth, were
killed. Only a few men were
able to escape, but very
few. What items pilfered
that could not be used, or
carried was burned. Less

than a hour later, the town

was utterly silent, the
sounds of the crackling
fires from the burning
structures was all that
could be heard.

Miss Sophia Bissell, a
Lawrence resident, later
shared her experience of
the horror. She said that
whenever the men surren- .
dered, they were shot. She
said one man was being
chased all through his
house by several ruffians.
He stumbled and fell, and
his wife threw herself on
top of him to shield him
from harm. Finding no
place to shoot him, the ruf-
fians lifted the wife off of
him just enough to find tar-
get, and shot him. Miss Bis-
sell recalled there were ap-
proximately 180 men, boys
killed. The event left the
town with no male citizens,
and eighty-plus widows.

The raid was considered
one of the most atrocious
events of the Civil War,

.yet it was not really part of

the war. After the raid, the
bushwackers scattered.
Some were later captured
by Union forces, but
Quantrill managed to es-
cape. By the fall of 1864 -
were killed in another
Kansas raid, one that was
unsuccessful. Quantrill,

‘and a small band of his fol-

lowers fled to Kentucky,
continuing small skir-

‘mishes with the Union

forces. Murder, and rob-
bery continued to be the
object of his life.

_In the town of Hickman,

A

Kentucky: Quantrill raided
and then burned part of

-the small town. He also

killed citizens, this time
nobody was spared. Men,

women, and children per-

ished in the raid. The
deadly raids continued un-
til it all finally caught up
with Quantrill. Union
forces relentlessly pursued
him. On May 10, 1865
Union forces surprised
Quantrill and several of his
gang as they hiding in a
barn in Louisville, KY.
Quantrill was shot multiple
times, and severely
wounded; several of his
gang were killed. Quantrill
was transferred to a Union
forces military hospital,
and later succumbed to his
injuries on June 6, 1865.
Quantrill was originally
buried in the St. John’s
Catholic Cemetery in

‘Louisville, his body remain-

ing there until 1887 when
his mother requested the
body be relocated to the
family burial plot in Dover,
Ohio. There were later ru-
mors that some of the
bones, mainly the skull of
Quantrill, had been re-

‘moved, and the where-

abouts are unknown.

Another interesting fact

is that Jesse and Frank
James, and Cole and Jim
Younger, cold-blooded,
murderous, ruffians of later

years, actually trained as '

guerillas with some of

'Quantrill’s early forces, and

learned many of their tac-
tics from hini.

Much research has been
done by historians over

‘the years, but much re-

mains a mystery concern-
ing the true life of

‘Quantrill, and the event(s)

that formed his ruthless, -

murderous character.
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FREEMAN DAVIS Sgt.
Co. D 80th Reg’'t O.V._1.
Medal of Honor awarded Masrch 22, 1898 for most

ganliaptry in action at Missionary Ridge, Teanessee Nov. 25, 1863

most distinguished



Freeman Davis (soldier) - Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeman Davis_(soldier)

| L.f

Freeman Davis (soldier)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Sergeant Freeman Davis (February 28, 1842 — February 23, 1899)

was an American soldier who fought in the American Civil War. Freeman Davis
Davis received the country's highest award for bravery during Bom February 28, 1842
combat, the Medal of Honor, for his action during the Battle of Newcomerstown, Ohio
Mlssmnar_\,f Ridge in Tennessee on 25 Novembzcr_%1863. He was Died February 23, 1899 (aged 56)
honored with the award on 30 March 1898.[11213] . .
Butler, Missouri
Buried Oak Hill Cemetery
C()n tents Allegiance B Umited States of America
Service/branch % United States Army
= 1 Biography Rank Sergeant
= 3 See also Infantry

= 4 References Battles/wars Battle of Missionary Ridge

Awards Medal of Honor
Biography

Davis was born in Newcomerstown, Ohio on 28 February 1842. He enlisted into the 80th Ohio Infantry. He died on 23
February 1899 and his remains are interred at the Oak Hill Cemetery in Missouri.

Medal of Honor citation

This soldier, while his regiment was falling back, seeing the 2 color bearers shot down, under a severe fire
and at imminent peril recovered both the flags and saved them from capture. [11[2}

See also

= List of American Civil War Medal of Honor recipients: A-F
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1. "Civil War (A-L) Medal of Honor Recipients" (http://www.history.army.mil/moh/civilwar_af html). Retrieved 7 December
2013. .

2. "Freeman Davis" (http://projects.military times.com/citations-medals-awards/recipient.php?recipientid=987). Retrieved
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CAPTAIN FREEMAN DAVIS

WHILE SERVING WITH 80TH OVI CO. B
AT LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN; TN,
NOV. 25, 1863, DURING THE BATTLE OF
MISSIONARY RIDGE, THIS SOLDIER,
WHILE HIS REGIMENT WAS FALLING
BACK DURING THE FEROCIOUS
HAND TO HAND BATTLE, AND SEEING

THE TWO COLOR BEARERSAND
THREE COLOR GUARDS SHOT DOWN
UNDER SEVERE FIRE AND AT IMMINENT
PERIL; RECOVERED BOTH FLAGS AND
SAVED THEM FROM CAPTURE.

THE GOVERNOR OF OHIO SENT
SGT. DAVIS A COMMISSION AS
2ND LIEUTENANT, LATER HE WAS
COMMISSIONED TO GRADE OF
CAPTAIN OCTOBER 6, 1890:

MARCH 22, 1898, THE CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES AWARDED HIM THE

~ MEDAL OF HONOR

CAPTAIN DAVIS WAS BORN IN
NEWCOMERSTOWN, OH 1841
DIED BUTLER, MO 1899.

 DEDICATED BY S
NEWCOMERSTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MAY 26, 2006 :




Levi Dawson served
in Civil War 1861-64 -

EDITOR’S NOTE — The following
information was provided by Arthur
M. Dawson, 504 W. State St.,
Newcomerstown.

The military record of Levi
Dawson, of Newcomerstown, shows
he entered the service Sept. 25, 1861,
at the age of 21. He was first sent to
Camp Chase at Columbus, Ohio, and
assigned to Company H, 40th
Volunteer Infantry.

The organization of this regiment
was completed at Camp Chase on
Dec. 7, 1861, and on Dec. 11 it left
camp for eastern Kentucky, going
by railroad to Paris, Ky., and then
marching to Paintville, Ky., where it
formed a junction with Col. Carfield,
who was then moving up Sandy
River.

On Jan. 10, 1862, the regiment par-
ticipated in the Battle of Middle
Creek, defeating Humphrey Mar-
shall, and after that remained in
camp at Paintville, suffering very
much from sickness. In February it
moved to Pireton, where, in connec-
tion with a Kentucky regiment, it re-
mained ‘as an outpost until June 13,
when the troops moved to Preston-
burg. A month later, Prestonburg
was abandoned, the 40th going to
Louisa, where it remained until
Sept. 13, when it left Louisa and
moved to the mouth of the Saady,
and a‘few days later ordered to
Gallipolis, Ohio. On Oct. 4, it moved

to Guyandotte, Virginia, and on Nov.
14 was again ordered into eastern
Kentucky.

The regiment started for
Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 20, 1863, and
on its arrival was assigned to the 1st
Brigade, 1st Division, Reserve
Corps, then at Franklin, which point
the regiment reached in the month
of March. At this time it went on a
forced march after the Rebel leader
Van Dorn. On the 10th of April, when
the 40th was on picket south of
Franklin, Van Dorn attacked the
line with a large mounted force but
was repulsed by the regiment alone.

The 40th moved to Triune on June
2 and on June 23, the Reserve Corps
moved forward, forming the right of
Rosecarns on its advance on
Shelbyville, Martrace and
Tullahoma. The regiment was sta-
tioned at Martrace and Tullahoma
until September, when the Reserve
Corps pushed forward rapidly to
assist in the movement on Chat-
tanooga. The regiment participated

in the Battle of Chicamauga, losing-

quite heavily.

On Sept. 20, Levi was captured by
the Rebels and moved to Ander-
sonville. According to War Dept.
records, Levi was mustered out at
Nashville, Tenn., on Dec. 6, 1864. He
was a prisoner at Andersonville at
this time. As Gen. Sheridan recalled
the Andersonville area, all prisoners
that were able were moved to Wilm-

ington. After the capture of Wilm-
ington, the prisoners were sent to the
Naval Academy at Annapolis. All
soldiers were paid 25 cents per day
in prison. After a few weeks of rest,
all were sent to their respective
homes for 30-days leave. They were
to report to their nearest military
base for separation.

Levi was the grandfather of Ar-
thur Dawson, 504 W. State St.,
Newcomerstown. Levi married Jane
Baker and the couple had nine
children (three boys and six girls).
Those children were: Charley, Jim
(married Ema Kirk), Sam (married
Maggie Osborn), Ella Lum Delong,
Hattie Clark Boldwin, Hannah Dent
Lasey, Debbie George Redeck,
Eritin Howard Bassett, Prudance
(not married).

Sam and Maggie had four
children, including Arthur, Harvey,
Clarence, and Irean.

It was reported that when Levi
was 16-17 years old, he ran away
from home three times (at least).
His father went. and got him back
twice. The third time, he let him go.



- Village once had four hotels!

WiLLiam CASTEEL
NewcoMeRsTOWN NEWS

In the days before the
Hampton Inn or Super 8
motel, Newcomerstown
once had four hotels in
town. Between those four
hotels there were a total
of 70 rooms for rent, and
it was not unusual for all
four hotels to have full
capacity nearly every
night.

The four hotels located
in Newcomerstown, each
in operation for many
years, were the Fountain
Hotel, Central Hotel (also
known as the Central
House), Globe Hotel, and
the Mitchel Hotel (later
known as the Maurer
Hotel, then much later
as the Keith Hotel). The
Fountain was located just
behind the Union Station
railroad depot on Bridge
Street. The Fountain was
rightly named so because
of the existence a beau-
tiful water fountain that

once stood in the yard.

The Fountain Hotel was
built by M. Mayberry
in 1876 at the time the
nearby Pennsylvania and
C&M railroads were just
starting to become the
popular mode for travel-
ing. The Ohio-Erie Canal
located in the middle of
Newcomerstown was
gradually becoming less
favored by travelers.

The Fountain and
Mitchel Hotels were in an
ideal location, right near
the depot where passen-
gers could easily find their
sleeping quarters for the
night, and leave on the
morning or afternoon train
for their intended desti-
nation. The Fountain had
fifteen rooms, as well as
a lunch counter, and a for-
mal dining room where

their patrons could get a -

sandwich or a complete
meal. The Fountain Hotel

was a popular establish- -

ment, and was the leading
hotel in Newcomerstown
during the 1890s and early
1900s. ;

In 1895, John Cooley

purchased the Fountain
Hotel from Mayberry,
and owned the Fountain
until it ceased business.
Cooley was no stranger
to the hotel business as
in 1929 he started a much
larger hotel venture on
Canal Street. The intended
plan was never realized,
as the Great Depression
hit Newcomerstown, and
Cooley was unable to
finish the project due to
the lack of funds. The
four-story, yellow brick
building remains stand-
ing to this day, and has
changed ownership many
times over the years since
Cooley had owned it. It
has been used for various
purposes over the years,
but never as its’ intended

purpose.

In June 1946, the Darrell

O. Beiter VFW (orga-
nized in 1935) purchased
the Fountain Hotel build-
ing where it served as the
VFW Post headquarters
until the mid 1950s. The
former Fountain Hotel
building was later con-
demned and razed in June
1957.

The Mitchel Hotel,
owned by Porter Mitchel
sat adjacent to the depot
(across Bridge Street)
where the parking lot for

-

Photo courtesy William Casteel, West Lafayette
The former Pennsylvania, and C&M railroad intersection at Bridge Street is
seen in this postcard that is post-dated November 16, 1914. The former Mitchel
Hotel (later known as the Keith Hotel) can be seen on the left, and the Fountain
Hotel is seen just behind the depot.

Newcomerstown Senior
Citizens Center iS now
located. :
It later became known
as the Maurer Hotel, and
remained so for many
years. Herbert Keith even-
tually purchased the estab-
lishment in December,
1947 and it was known as
the Keith Hotel up - until
it ceased operation some-

-time in the late 1960s. The

building was vacant for
more than several years,
and was later razed in
March 1977.

The Globe Hotel was for-
merly located at the corner
of Canal and Bridge Street
near the current site of the
Touraine Club. The Globe
was a three story, wood-
en structure, having been
built around the 1850s.
The hotel was in business
for many years, closing
in the early 1930s. The
building slowly fell into
disrepair and was razed.
The empty lot was sold
to Harvey & Lottie Reger
in October 1942. The lot
eventually was purchased
by the Lenzo family for
parking, and the construc-
tion of an addition to the
Touraine Club building.

The Central - Hotel
(Central House) was in
business from about 1900

through the late 1930s.
The Central Hotel slow-
ly faded out of popular-
ity with less patrons being
interested in a sleeping
room, and looking more
for a place to dine. The
Central  Luncheonette
opened in the former hotel
for business in May 1940.

- The business later changed
owners several times over °

the years. Many local resi=
dents still recall when Skip
& Ruth Hurst owned the
Luncheonette during the
1960s, and it was the place
where many NHS students
went after school for.a
Coke, burger, and fries.’
A few of the ladies that
cooked and waited tables
during the mid 1960s were
Mary Mason Watts, Arlene
Jones, and Susie Wise. The
business changed owner-
ship a couple more times
during its’ last remaining

years.
The Luncheonette served
several generations of

Newcomerstown residents
up through the mid 1980s
when it finally ceased
operation completely, and
the town lost one of its’

local landmarks. The for- .

mer Luncheonette build-
ing was later razed and it is
now no more than a distant
memory.



Denton True Young, bet-
ter known as “Cy” Young,
was a Major League base-
ball pitcher and a long-time .
resident of Newcomer-
stown who is arguably one
of the greatest pitchers of
all time. ‘

The right-hander won 511
games in his 22-years in the
Major Leagues which is 94
more than any other pitcher
in the history of the MLB,

Young recorded five 30-
win seasons in his hall-of-
fame career including the
years of 1892, 1893 and
1895 with the Cleveland
Spiders and 1901-1902

with the Boston Americans.

In his 22 years in the MLB,
Young recorded 15 different
20 or more win seasons with
four different teams.

He spent the first nine
years of his tenure with the
Spiders and had one of his
best seasons in 1902.

In his third year with
Cleveland, Young posted a
career high 36 wins with

~only 12 losses while record-
ing 48 complete games,
nine shutouts, 168 strike-

‘outs and a stellar 1.93
earned run average.

Following his nine years
with Cleveland, the Spi-
der’s owner Frank Robison
bought out the St. Louis
Browns and renamed the
team the “Perfectos” with
Young and the other top

“ players from Cleveland be-

ing transferred to the St.
Louis team.

Young spent the 1899
and 1900 seasons in St.

- Louis where he had two
' more impressive seasons.

In 1899, he finished with
a 26-16 record posting a
2.58 earned run average.
The following season
would be the first time
Young did not have more
wins than losses. He fin-
ished the 1900 season at
19-19 with a 3.00 ERA.

Following his short two-

< year stint with the Perfec-

tos, Young signed with the
Boston Americans and
spent the next eight sea-
sons of his career in the
American League.
Young’s best season with
Boston came in 1901 when
he led in strikeouts, wins
and ERA. This marked the
first year of the American
League and he represented

~ the AL in a big way win-

ning the Triple Crown.

‘where he pitched

N
2

Two seasons later,
Young won a pair of deci-
sions in the first modern
World Series, pacing Bos-
ton to the title.

If his resume wasn’t al-
ready impressive enough,
the right-handed hurler
tossed the first ever perfect
game of the 20th century
on May 5, 1904. ;

In Young’s eight years
with Boston, he finished
with 192 wins and 112
losses with a 2.00 ERA be-
fore returning to Cleveland
parts
three years for the “Naps.”

In his return to Cleve-
land Ohio, the pitcher aver-
aged a 2.50 earned run av-
erage and his overall record
broke even at 29-29 in
parts of three seasons.

The pitcher hurled the
last half of the 1911 season
with the Boston Rustlers
where he averaged the
highest ERA of his career
at 3.71 and decided to re-
tire at the age of 45 at the
end of the season.

Young notched three to-
tal no-hitters throughout
his time in the MLB. He
was the oldest pitcher to
ever throw a “no-no” at the

.age of 41 in the 1908 sea-

son for the Boston Red
Sox. oL

His record still stands for
innings pitched with 7,356
in his career.

He also still holds the
records games started
(815), complete games
(749) and total wins (511).

The pitcher finished his
career in the MLB with an
overall record of 511-316
with an ERA of 2.63 and to-
taled 2,803 strikeouts.

Young was inducted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame

In 1956, Ford Frick, the
Commissioner of Major
League Baseball at the
time, started the “Cy
Young” award in honor of
the pitcher's career, which
was given to the single best
pitcher in baseball.

Following Frick’s retire-
ment in 1967, William Eck-
ert took over as the new
Commissioner of Baseball
and started the tradition of
awarding the Cy Young
honors to the best pitcher
in the American League
and the National League.

After retiring at the age
of 45 in the year of 1911,
Young’s legacy is still one
of the greatest of all time.

(



DENTON-T. "CY"

ROBA-MILLER

YOUNG YOUNG
AUG-29- 1871 MAR-29-1867

JAN= 25-1933 NQV - 4 - {955

FROM 1890 TO 1911
CYTYOUNG PITCHED 874 MAJOR LEAGUE BASE BALL GAMES.

HE WON 511 GAMES, THREE NO HIT. AND ONE PERFECT GAME
IN WHICH NO MAN REACHED FIRST BASE.




Manuel “Manny” Yingling known across the United States, Canada and Europe as the best trombone
soloist of his day. Businessman, instructor, composer, director, and musician. Mr. Yingling was a featured

trombone soloist for many famous bands and orchestras, including the world famous John Philip Sousa
nd. He was born October 24, 1872 in Newcomerstown, Ohio.

\




Manuel “Manny” Yingling

By JOSEPH WILLIAM
FRYE .

The Florida State College of
Music

With the departure of
Ralph Corey in early 1920,
John Philip Sousa was
again tasked with replacing
a long-time trombone
soloist. The twenty-nine
day Willow Grove Park en-
gagement of 1920 served as
an audition for the vacant
trombone soloist position.
Manuel Yingling, Charles
Gusikoff, John P. Schueler
each had an opportunity to
stand in the spotlight as the
trombone soloist for the
Sousa Band and become
the successor to Ralph
Corey.

Manuel "Manny" Yin-
gling was born in Newcom-
erstown, Ohio on October
24, 1872. He became a ca-
reer musician after going
through the public school
system in Newcomerstown.
After leaving Ohio, Yin-
gling pursued music studies
at both Oberlin College of
Music and The Boston
Conservatory. He was asso-
ciated with several bands
and orchestras throughout
his distinguished career, in-
cluding the Theodore
Thomas Orchestra (1893),
Michael Brand's Cincinnati
Band (1893), The Ellis
Brooks Band, The Grand
Army Band, Duquesne
Theatre Orchestra (1896),
Waite's Grand Orchestra
(1897-98), Beilstedt and
Ballenberg Band (1897-98),
the Great Eastern Band
(1898), The Thayer Mili-

from
Newcomerstown

tary Band (1905), Prouty's
Orchestra of Boston (1905-
09), Neddermeyer's Band
(1909-10), The Royal
Scotch Highlanders Band
(1914-1920), Conway's
Band (1919), Sousa's Band
(1920), and Weber's Prize
Band of America (1921). In
nearly all of the bands that
Yingling was associated, he
was the featured trombone
soloist.

In addition to his per-
forming career, Manuel
Yingling was also a conduc-
tor, composer, and musical
entrepreneur. As various
engagements led him
throughout the United
States, He maintained a
home in Newcomerstown,
Ohio, and for many years,
served as the conductor of
the Hyperion Band, based
out of that same city. Yin-
gling was also a composer
of band music. The major-
ity of his compositional out-
put is limited to marches
and two-steps, although he
did compose a solo for
trombone entitled Hyper-
ion Polka, which was
named after the band that
he conducted in Newcomer-
stown. Yingling also owned
a music store in Newcomer-
stown which sold mainly
sheet music, records, and
Victrolas, an expensive in-
ternal horn phonograph.

Unlike Sousa band trom-

bone soloists who uni-
formly endorsed C. G.

Conn instruments, Manuel

Yingling endorsed the in-
struments of other manu-
facturers during his career.
Yingling endorsed the
Distin trombone until
1909 when Henry Distin
sold his factory to Brua
Keefer. When Keefer as-
sumed control of the busi-
ness, he changed the name
and began manufacturing
Keefer instruments, which
Yingling would endorse for
at least fifteen years. As the
conductor of the Hyperion
Band in Newcomerstown,
Yingling arranged for the
ensemble to play exclu-
sively on Keefer instru-
ments. After a factory fire
in 1941, the Keefer Instru-
ment Company went out of
business, although some in-
struments still exist today.
Yingling had a reputation
as a very fine trombonist.
The director of the Scotch
Highlander Band once
stated that he considered
Yingling the equal of
Arthur Pryor. In 1920, Yin-
gling would finally get the
opportunity to prove true
the claim that he was
Pryor's equal when he per-
formed as soloist with the
Sousa Band. The exact date
that Yingling began playing
with the band is, at present,
unknown; however, he was
a section trombonist and
soloist with the Sousa Band
during the Willow Grove
Park season in the summer
of 1920. In a postcard sent
[to his friend, Charles
Leiser, Newcomerstown]

from Willow- Grove Park
dated September 7, 1920,
Yingling wrote: “This pavil-
ion in which we play seats
nine thousand people and
we have had it packed full
on several occasions. This
is our fourth week here. We
start out on the road next
Monday.”

Yingling anticipated the
fall tour with Sousa; how-
ever, he would not remain
with the Sousa Band very
long. Tragically, his career
with the Sousa Band was
cut short when he suffered
a stroke in late 1920. After
recovering, Yingling re-
turned home to Newcomer-
stown, Ohio, and invested
the majority of his time
into directing the Hyperion
Band and operating his mu-
sic store. The next few
years were difficult for Yin-
gling, as his health declined
due to a series of strokes.
Ultimately, it was a stroke
that claimed his life on
March 7, 1925, at age fifty-
two.

NOTE: The text of this
biography was archived for
educational and historical
research purposes from A
Biographical Study of the
Trombone Soloists of the
John Philip Sousa Band:
1892-1931 by Joseph Wil-
liam Frye, The Florida
State University College of
Music. A Treatise submit-
ted to the College of Music
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree
of Doctor of Music. Degree
Awarded: Spring Semester,
2008.



Newcomerstown’s
Renowned Son

We feel proud to honor Manuel “Manny” Yingling with
a special day; Manuel Yingling Day. We hope that New-
comerstown residents will take this opportunity to dis-
cover another famous Newcomerstown son and to cele-
brate the history of music in Newcomerstown.

Manuel Yingling was born Oct. 24, 1872, in Newcom-
erstown, Ohio. He was a very talented career musician
who was not only deemed the best trombone soloist in
the country but was also a composer, arranger, and con-
ductor.

Manuel was also a family man and married his New-
comerstown sweetheart, Cecil Crater on June 25, 1902.
In 1898 he had written a two-step called The Summer
Girl and dedicated it to Miss Crater. They remained in
Nl;\:vcomerstown and had one daughter, Almena C. Yin-
gling.

His musical education and training included the New-
comerstown public schools, Oberlin College School of
Music, Boston Conservatory of Music, and private
lessons from well recognized musical authorities in New
York City and Boston.

A few of his known compositions include: Cycle Club
March, 1897; The Buckeye State (march), 1898; The
Summer Girl, 1898; Yankee Boy (march), 1899; A Ken-
tucky Thoroughbred, 1900; Coontown Doings (march/
two-step), 1901; Hyperion March; Hyperion Polks (solo
for trombone); Salute to St. Petersburg (march).

A selection of the bands and orchestras that Mr. Yin-
gling played for include: Theodore Thomas’ Symphony
Orchestra at the Chicago World’s Fair, 1893; Michael
Brand’s Cincinnati Band, also at the Chlcago World’s
Fair, 1893; Ellis Brook’s Chicago Band (as soloist); The
Grand Army Band, (as soloist with Emil Reinkendorff, di-
rector); Duquesne Theatre Orchestra, Pittsburg, 1896
(soloist, with Emil O. Wolff, director); Waite’s Grand
Orchestra, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 1897-1898 (with James
C. Fulton, director); Beilstedt and Ballenberg Band,
1897-1898 (soloist); Great Eastern Band, Union Opera
House, 1898 (soloist); Thayer Military Band, St. Louis,
Mo., 1905 (soloist, with William E. Strassner, director);
Prouty’s Orchestra of Boston, 1905-1909 (with Edward
W. Prouty and P.G. Parenteau, directors); Nedder-

"~ meyer’s Band, Oolumbus, Ohio and Coronado Beach,
Calif., 1909-1910 (soloist); Hyperion Band, Newcomer-
stown, Ohio, numerous years (with Ira Loos, director, a
position eventually filled by Yingling); Royal Scotch
Highlanders Band, St. Petersburg, Fla., Ashville, N.C.,
and Atlantic City, N.J., 1914-1920 (soloist); Patrick Con-
way Band, Texas Cotton Palace, 1919 (soloist); John
Philip Sousa’s Band, Willow Grove, 1920 (soloist); We-
ber’s All-American Band, 1921 (soloist).

During his career, Manuel maintained his home in
Newcomerstown. He was active in local and area music
circles, playing with the bands in Cambridge and Mari-
etta. In addition to being the leader of Newcomerstown’s
Hyperion Band, he owned a popular music store in New-
comerstown that sold sheet music, Victrolas, and records.

Manny suffered a series of strokes, the first in late
1920. This explains his short career with Sousa. He died
on March 7, 1925, at the young age of 52, a victim of his
final stroke.

John Phillip Sousa band and audience at Willow
Park Grove, 1920. :

A postcard to a friend

“Friend Charles (Lieser) -

This pavilion in which we play seats nine thousand
people and we have had it packed full upon several occa-
sions. This is our fourth week here. We start out on the
road next Monday.

Yours truly,
Manuel Yingling
Philadelphia, Pa. Sept 7, 1920”

Manuel Yingling's
Sousa Band uniform

Michael A, Wise/NCTnews
. Manuel Yingling’s Sousa Band uniform and
trombone are on permanent display in the
Newcomerstown Historical Society’s Old Main
Street Museum, 213 W. Canal St. The museum
also has a collection of historical photographs
and sheet music of his various compositions.
Stop by the museum to learn more about
Manuel Yingling and the history of music in
Newcomerstown.




‘First Sermon’ Memorial at NCT
dedicated seventy-five years ago

By WILLIAM CASTEEL
Correspondent, NCTnews

It was the winter of
1770-71 and a small-pox
epidemic was ravaging the
Delaware Indian tribe that
resided in the peaceful Tus-
carawas Valley. The
Delaware village being
Gekelemunpechunk (now
Newcomerstown), was lo-
cated along the Tuscarawas
River (now the site of
Riverside Manor Nursing
& Rehabilitation Center).
The village consisted of a
mixture of huts, and log
cabins. Chief Netawatwes
resided in a larger size, log
cabin which boasted a
wood shingle roof, plank
wood floors, a large stone

. fire place & chimney, and a

staircase leading to a sec-
ond level.

After several weeks,
tribal leaders had ex-
hausted all efforts to re-
solve the dreaded disease
that was taking the lives of
their tribe members. As a
last resort, Chief
Netawatwes, leader of the
Delaware tribe, sent run-
ners to Fort Pitt (now
Pittsburg, PA.) to request
for ministerial aid. Rev.
David Zeisberger, a native
of Austria, responded to
Netawatwes'’s plea for help.

Shortly after Zeisberger’s
arrival to the Delaware vil-
lage, he delivered the first
Protestant sermon to sev-
eral hundred Delaware
tribe members on March
14, 1771.

History attests that
about a week after the de-
livery of the sermon, the
devastating epidemic broke

its’ gripe on the Delaware .
tribe, and disappeared com-

pletely from the Tus-

carawas Valley. According |

to historical accounts, Rev.
Zeisberger was known by
many to possess unusual
power in a spiritual man-
ner.

According to the April
11, 1940 edition of the
Newcomerstown News-In-
dex, the members of the
newly established Newcom-
erstown Historical Society
(the Society formed in Jan-
uary, 1940), reported plans
were underway for a monu-
ment to be constructed at
the TFirst Sermon’ site on
Pilling Street. The Histori-
cal Society president,
Charles Leiser announced
plans for the monument to
be constructed within the
year, and a special dedica-
tion ceremony to take
place.

In April, 1941 a large
sandstone monument was
realized, and dedicated at

the site of the former

Delaware village, where the

Photos courtesy-of William Casteel, NCTnews

first Protestant sermon was
presented in 1771. A 2x3
plaque on the front of the
monument reads, The First
Protestant Sermon in the
Northwest Territory was
delivered near this spot by
Rev. David Zeisberger
March 14, 1771. The monu-
ment was constructed by
local stone masons, Edward
Hammersley and William
Nay. During the dedication
ceremony a copper box was

sealed inside the monu-
ment and contained numer-
ous historical documents
pertaining to the Delaware
village, the sermon, and the
construction of the monu-
ment.

On March 14, 1971 a two
hundredth anniversary re-
dedication took place at the
monument. Pastors of the
local churches gathered to
take part in the ceremony,
and speak.




Ritz Theatre

The Ritz Theater building as it appears today. The
marquee, still intact, though vacant of the latest
movie releases.

1

For those of us old
enough to.remember the
Ritz Theater on Bridge
Street, in Newcomer-

stown, the memories of

that theater are still very

| vivid for some of us. The !
'sight of the marquee it up |
'with the title of the latest |
' movie that was playing, '
' the bright lights, the ticket
‘booth, the smell of the
| popcorn,

the candy
counter, the sloping floor, |

the rows and rows of plush

seats, plus the excitement
of waiting for that movie
that we so badly wanted to
see was quite a thrill. I re-
member the last movie
that I saw there in 1973,
Walt Disney’s Bedknobs &
Broomsticks. My Mom
took my brother and me to
see it one evening. While T
cannot recall the what and '
why of the movie, I can

ﬂymg bed with the chil-

.dren in it, gliding across
that big silver screen at

the Ritz. Of course, we en-
joyed the candy, popcorn,

and icy cold Coca-colas
while we watched the

movies. Yes, common
things you may think, but
they always seemed to
taste so much better at the
theater.

The Ritz Theatre was
built on the old Ohio-Erie
Canal bed (the use of the
canal was discontinued,
and the canal bed filled in
around 1916). The Twin
City Theater Company
later purchased the vacant
lot and began construction
of the theater in the fall of
1926. The construction of
the building was completed
by the Jacobs Construction
Company. Interestingly,
the building materials were
purchased from some of the
local businesses at that

time. The building materi- |

als were purchased from
Bureka Hardware and Zim-
mer Lumber Company. The

‘brick for the exterior was

purchased at the.Canton
Brick & Fireproofing Com-

.pany. The wiring, and elec-

trical fixtures from Beiter
Brothers Electric and.

4, 1

Cratér Hardware. The the-

ater seating and accessories !
were purchased through |

' Rose Brothers Company.
Just prior to the grand

4 opening the owners, Jordan

' & Wheland announced a
contest for the community
to

“to gi
name, In quick succession,

responses and finally
agreed that the name, Ritz
Theatre, suggested by local
resident, Howard Stocker, :
was most fitting to reﬂect

the image of the sophisti- |

cated design of the new
theater. Stocker won a

'prize of a $20 gold piece. |

‘Another local resident,
'Mrs. Elizabeth Stein sug- |
gested the name of The Jor-'|

ldan & Wheland, in honor |
still remember seeing that;

of the owners. She won sec-

ond place with an award of ||

$20 worth of admission
tickets to the theater.

| bruary 14, 1927, the Ritz

lic to its grand opening.
The movie, titled “It”, fea-
tured a popular young ac-
tress, Clara Bow, who was
all the rage at that time and
fast becoming known as the
“Tt Girl” as a result of the
movie.

Beauty, safety, and sub- !
stantial comfort were the |
governing principals in
the construction of the
‘Ritz according to a news
feature that appeared in
the February 9, 1927, edi-

tion of the Newcomer-

stown News. The steel
and brick structure mea-
sures fifty feet width by
‘one hundred seventy: feet
in length. The theater fea-
tured a spacious lobby, a
.men’s smoking room, a
lady’s retiring room with
‘toilet area connected. The
theater also offered its’
patrons a mother’s room,
which had a child’s play
‘area, Mothers could take
crying infants and fidgety

youngsters to the room |
and yet still be able to

icipate in by helping
the new theater a

‘Theatre welcomed the pub-
‘ owned by the Ortt family

‘watch the movie through
a v1ew1ng wmdow and lis-
tening via a special

* speaker in the room. The

theater auditorium
boasted seating for six
hundred patrons. At the
Tront of the auditorium
were a stage and the large
silver screen. The stage

. was fully equipped with
many suggestions poured‘
in for various names. The
. owners pondered over the |

foot and border lights. A
Hilgren-Lane three-man-
ual organ was located on
the nght side of the stage
in an orchestra pit. The
. lobby and auditorium fea-
i tured beautifully crafted
chandeliers, as well as
complementary lighting
fixtures throughout the
| building.

The pnce of admlssmn to
i the Ritz in 1927 was ten
" cents for a daily matinee,
'and thirty cents for the
evening feature, Wednes-
| day-Sunday, and forty cents
on Monday, Tuesday

" evenings (the first two
. nights of the newest fea-
On Monday evening, Fe- |

tured movie that was show-
ing that week).
The Ritz Theater was

for many years, before be-

' ing sold to the Manus En-
 tertainment,
“Toronto, Ohio in 1950.

Inc. of
Business at the Ritz slow-
}ing began to dwindle in
' the early 1970s, and busi-
ness ceased completely in
11974. The structure was
'later sold to the present
owners, Don and Doris
Best who have converted
' the theater into a private
. residence. The Bests man-
age two rental spaces on
the first level and several
rental apartments on the
second level of the build-
ing.

‘The Ritz had been in
business nearly fifty years
and created memories for
many persons over that
span of time. These days
the doors are closed and
the marquee is void of any
movie titles, but the Ritz
will live on in the memories
and hearts of those that are
still captivated by her past
history.



‘Newcomerstown’s

movie theater history

No longer playing at a |

theater near you! Well, at
least not for Newcomer-

was installed by Beiter

Brothers Electric and-
Crater Hardware Company.

room where they could take

ot ‘I'he Feed Barn and ironi-

a fussing infant or fidgety cally the former site of The
youngsters. The room fea- - Grand Theater many years

Theater seating and other
related furniture items

stown. At one time, New-
comerstown had two movie
theaters and a drive-in the-
ater located at nearby
Isleta. :

se Brothers.

shortly after Hollywood in-' “nounced a contest for the

troduced silent movies, The  local community to give the'
Grand movie theater' New theater a name. Many

opened its doors to the citi- , Suggestions were given,

ere supplied through

. (1 Shortly after breaking:
In the early 1900s,]ground, the owners an-

tured a view window to en-

 able the mother to continue |

watching the movie while
tending to her children.
The theater auditorium of-
fered seating to 600 pa-
trons. At the front of the
auditorium where a stage is
located, the large silver
screen is surrounded by
'two handsome sets of vel-

zens of Newcomerstown. :
The theater was located on| |
Bridge Street in the north: |
side (located closest to the
Ohio-Erie Canal) of the

building now occupied by |
Dick’s Place. The Grand re- .
mained there for several

years, later re-locating to

Main Street in the building '
‘now occupied by The Feed

Barn. In those early years,

‘the silent movies were

flashed upon the silver

screen while a theater em-
ployee would play the piano
to emphasize drama or
emotion for each scene in
the movie. The Grand
Theater remained in busi-
ness at Newcomerstown
until the late 1920s. The
Grand later moved to
nearby West Lafayette
where it remained in busi-

ness before closing some-

time in the late 1950s. The
structure is currently home
to the Victory Center Pen-
tecostal Church of God.

By 1926, the movie the-
ater business was booming,
and it was decided that a
more modern, spacious the-
ater was needed at New-
comerstown. Purchasing a
vacant lot on the west side
of Bridge Street that had

.been created after the Ohio-
. Erie Canal was closed, and

“filled-in the Twin City"
‘Theater Company (also .
owners of The Grand) be-
gah construction in the fall -
of 1926. The actual con-|
struction was done by Ja- '
cobs Construction Com- |

pany. Building materials

supplied through Eureka

Hardware, Zimmer Lumber
Company, and the Canton
Brick & Fireproofing Com-

pany. Wiring and fixtures

and eventually a name was'
chosen, being suggested by
Howard W. Stocker, New-
comerstown. Stocker won
the first place prize of $20
in gold. The second-place |
prize, 20 admission tickets
to the new theater, was
won by Mrs. Elizabeth.
Stein, a resident of south
River Street, Newcomer-.
stown. Her suggestion was
in honor of the two owners
of the Twin City Theater
Company, a combination of
their last names, Jordan
and Wheland. 15
The owners modestly de-
clined having the new the-
ater named in their honor,

and decided Stocker’s sug-
' gested name, The Ritz,

‘Would more appropriately
efleet the image of a new

modern theater.

On Monday evening,
Feb. 14, 1927, The Ritz
Theater held .its grand
opening with the showing
of a comedy movie titled

“It.” The movie featured a

popular young actress,

Clara Bow who later be- .
came known in Hollywood
~ - | between Newcomerstown

as the “It Girl.”

Beauty, safety, and sub-
stantial comfort, these were |

the governing principals in

the constructing of The .

vet drapes one set in taupe,
and the other in steel gray
colors. The stage is fully
equipped with foot lights
and border lights. A mag-
nificent Hilgren-Lane three
manual organ is located to

the right of the stage in an '

orchestra pit. The lobby
and auditorium features
beautifully crafted chande-
liers and complementary
lighting throughout.

The price of admission at
The Ritz in 1927 was 10
cents for daily matinee and
30 cents for evening fea-
ture, Wednesday-Sunday,
and 40. cents on Monday

+and Tuesday evening fea- '

 before). :

The Starlite was situat
,on 33 acres, on the south
 side of County Road 9. Its’

original screen, constructed

" of wood and canvas, was
‘ destroyed by fire several
+ months later. The screen
- was replaced (in 1950)
with concrete blocks. The
‘construction was com-
pleted by Albert Construc-
tion Company of Coshoc-
ton. George Underwood
also of Coshocton painted
the large Starlite Drive-In
 logo on the front side of the
;structure.

Persons that lived in
Newcomerstown, West
Lafayette and vicinity from
1950s thru the mid 1980s
- will most likely recall going

to the Starlite. The movies,

the concession stand, the
rows of ‘car speakers, the
play ground that was lo-
cated below the 50 foot
high screen. There are
. more than likely many
memories of the Starlite.

{

' tures (the first two days of - Some will most likely re-
the new featured movie member their first dates at
that was showmg that | the Starlite and maybe even
week). : - remember what movie was

' Ritz Theater, according to

a news feature printed in

The Newcomerstown
News. The steel and brick
structure measures 50 feet

a spacious lobby, a men’s
smoking room, lady’s:retir-
ing room with toilet con-
nected. The theater also of-

the Feb. 9, 1927, edition of

wide, and 170 feet in
length. The theater features

tered patron mother’s a cry.

_room, and a children’s play

The Ritz Theater closed
in 1974 and the structure
was later sold to-Don and!
Doris Best. . ; ]

It was the evening of July
4, 1949, when Newcomer-
stown and wicinity resi-"
dents flocked to the Starlite
Drive-In on County Road 9,

and Isleta, for its grand
opening. The establishment

‘had been constructed ear-

lier that year by owners,
Oliver and Ida Mae Ortt of
Newcomerstown. The Ortt -
family were also owners of
the Ritz Theater at that'
time. In 1950, both the Ritz
and Starlite were sold by,
the Ortt family to Mantis !
Entertainment, Inc. of :
Toronto. Oliver and Ida
Mae Ortt later owned an-
other popular establish-
ment in later years, Ortt’s
Funiture, once located on
Main Street (now the site .

playing that night!. Others
may recall some teenage hi-
jinx that took place, maybe
stowing away in the trunk

of the car to avoid the ad-
mission fee or sneaking
into an R rated movie!

The Starlite ceased oper-
ation in the fall of 1986 and
the structure was razed in
January 1987. The prop-
erty was purchased by the
late Ken and Rosalie
Porcher, and was devel-
oped for private residential
housing. ‘

Physical reminders of the
Ritz and the Starlite are
far, and few these days, but
the memories will live on
and remain vivid as long as
the stories are shared.



BUSINESSES

If all of the businesses that have been established in Newcomerstown
would have stayed and grown, the town would be one of the major cities
in Ohio.

The first actual business was a distillery run in partnership by David
Johnson and a Mr. Sills.

A tannery was next in business and then in 1825 the Ohio Erie Canal land
was opened and the canal digging was begun. Upon the completion of the
canal in 1827, shipping flourished in Newcomerstown and businesses began
to appear in greater numbers. An interesting note to the building of the
canal is that President Garfield's Father worked at building the Ohio
Erie Canal in Newcomerstown and the President (then a small boy) played
along the canal banks.

A pottery by Harmon and Gustavus Fox in 1845, another tannery by David
Mulvane, a saw mill by Edmund Smith, the Eureka Planing Mill - John Wilson,
George Benton, and J.R. Mulvane all came into being during these early canal
years.

William Gardner and Paul Roberts started the first m111 in 1836, a second mill
was opened in 1853 by William Craig.

A woolen mill was built in 1838 by James Pilling and in 1845 Thomas Benton
became Mr. Pilling's partner.

A foundry in 1879 by Kenyon and Ferguson which was destroyed by fire was.
opened for business. In 1880 another foundry was established by a Mr.
Elliott and a Mr. Clark.

The railroads came into town in the 1880's, which helped Newcomerstown to
grow, but also spelled the end to business on the canal.

The Enterprise Manufactory was one of the most thriving industries of the
town. It manufactured cigar boxes, churns, and bee hives, besides being an
extensive planing mill business.

At one time Newcomerstown had its own carriage shop which was owned by

Charles Schneider, a wagon shop, three blacksmiths, three boot and shoe shops,
two barbers, two lumber yards, a bakery, two livery stables, two billard halls,
five saloons, four good hotels - the Commercial, the Fountain, the Globe, and
the Central, six general stores, three queensware and grocery stores, two
groceries, four hardware and tin stores, two drug stores, one millinery store,
two furniture stores, one boot and shoe store, one clothing and gent's store,
one book store, one jewelry store combined with a music store. These above
named businesses were all in business before the 1880's.



uring the 1880's several professional men had settled in town -
ndrew J. Wilkin, an attorney; Dr. John Upson, the first doctor
no had already moved by 1830; Dr. H.G. Clark, also Dr. A. Brown,
id Dr. James Brown. Other doctors during this era were: 0.G.
heldon, Dr. Case, Dr. Welty, Dr. Solomon Beers, J.R. McElroy,
A.M. Beers, and Dr John W.S. Goudy and a few others As you can
ee at one time Newcomerstown had several doctors.

In 1887 the W.M. Brode Company began operating. This company builds
bridges and roads and are in heavy construction and engineering. The
Brode Company still has its offices in Newcomerstown and is still in
the construction business.

The 1890's saw the Clow Company open a plant in town and also are
responsible for bringing our first black citizens to Newcomerstown.

This Company manufactured iron pipe, and radiators. In the 1950's this
Company moved its operations to Coshocton, Chio, leaving the whole of the
facilities vacant in Newcomerstown.

We also had other industries such as: 1913 brought the Sterling Faucet
Company, 1917 saw the Heller Brothers File Company opening for business
- with the manufacture of files, hammers, chisels, and other tools. By the
end of World War II in 1945 about 1200 - 1300 people were employed there.

The Goshen Brick Company started the making of building bricks, among the
buildings constructed from the Goshen Bricks are the Municipal Building
and the Sewage Disposal Plant.

A big event in 1927 saw the Ritz Theatre open for business. This theatre
operated to full houses for many years. The Ortt family operating the
theatre the majority of these years. The movie house closed in the 1960's.

After the expansion of all industries and gearing up for the War effort
* during the 1940's (1941 - 1945) years all over the Nation, things were
going back to normal by the beginning of 1946.

In Newcomerstown Alchrome Products Company began making chrome products

and bath fixtures. This plant was located on the site of the old Sterling
Faucet Company, and in 1948 the Tiny Tot Corporation opened for business
thanks to the efforts of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. Another note of
interest is that parking meters were installed in 1947 in the downtown area,
and Route 21 was designated as the 83rd Division Memorial Highway.

During these years business in town was good and all store rooms in the
downtown area were being used as stores. In this period we had at one

time seven medical doctors, three dentists, three shoe stores, three

clothing stores, two Five and Ten Cent stores, four drug stores, three
furnijture steres, four hardware stores, ten grocery stores, three restaurants,
two jewelry stores, two skating rinks, two pool halls, one theatre, one drive-
in theatre, and many more. The 1list is endless.



The Newcomerstown School System: 1818 to present

“School days, school
days, Dear old golden rule
days. Readin’ and ‘ritin’
and rithmetic,” lyrics by
Will-D. Cobb (1907).

Reading, writing, and
arithmetic, the three
| elements of a basic educa-
- tion were also commonly
- known to many as the
- three Rs.

Education; or the
teaching of the three Rs
made its formal debut in
Newcomerstown only a
couple years after the vil-
lage of Newcomerstown
came Into existence.

Jacob 1. Miller, the first
documented formal edu-
cator in Newcomerstown,
and the son in-law of
Newcomerstown's found-
er, Nicholas Neighbor,
began independently
teaching what was called
“learning  sessions™ 1o
the Jocal children. These
learning sessions were ini-
tially held in a log struc-
ture that was once Jocated

near what 1s now known as
‘Pilling Street, The learning
sessions continued 1o be
held in the log structure,
but as the village's popula-
tion grew, and more chil-
dren were in attendance
at the sessions, the need
for an actual school house
became evident.
Conflicting  historical
accounts have attempted
to identify the onginal site
of the first actual school
house in Newcomerstown,
but the majority of the
information favors that
the large, one room log
structure that was later
built was located south of
the Pioneer Cemetery on
Bridge Street, ===
Between the years of
1825 and 1850 several
other small school houses

‘were constructed n. and

around the village, As
the population steadily
tncreased,  overcrowd-
ing in the small school
houses became a problem.

According to the 1850
census, Newcomerstown's .

population was nearly SO0.

~In an attempt to resolve
the 1ssue of overcrowding,
a suggestion of consolidat-
ing all of the schools in the
willage was presented. The
suggestion was met with
very strong opposition by
many of the residents of
Newcomerstown. The law
(a new law known as the
Akron Law) at that time
reguired that ‘all voters
must be a “free holder™,
meaning that they must
have ownership to land in
the village. This require-
ment limited the amount
of individuals that were
deemed cligible to cast
vates, thus consolidation
could not be achieved
without approval of a
greater number of free
holders.

Colonel, Robert H.
Nugen, a Newcomerstown
native, and primary
builder for the rmilroad
in Columbus, Cincinnati,
and Pitisburg, along with
" & leading Newcomerstown
merchant, George Dent,
became’ interested in the
school consolidation issue,
Nugen was also a member,
of the district government
at that time.

After gomg door 10 dcaor

throughout the entire vil-
Inge, Nugen, and Dent
discovered that the num-
ber of free holders that
opposed consolidation was
equal 1o the number that
approved it. Nugen was
a free holder of propeny
in the eastern portion of
the village, and saw 1t as
an opportunity to offer
resolution to the problem.
He quickly devised a plan
o increase the approving
number of free holders by
purposely deeding one of
his employeces, G.B. Smith
a small tract of Jund in the
middle of the Tuscarawas
River. Smith would then
become cligible to vote,
which would increase the
approving free  holders
by one. ‘The end result,
Smith's vote was just
cnough to pass the plan
for consolidation.

The newly consolidated
school buildmg, the Union
School was —constructed
in 1855 on College Stregt
(the site of the current
East School . building).
The wooden frume struc-
ture was compriséd of two
levels, and had a total of
four large classrooms. The
lowcr gradcs were mugh:

on the first level, and upper
grades on the second level.
An additional two rooms
were later added in 1880
as the school’s popula-
tion continued to increase
The nmew school thrived
remaining very feasihle to
accommodate  the ynm
ing population for the neat
decade.
Newcomerstown's  first
school board was orga
nmized Apnil 12, 1856, The
board consisied of 1L.C
Davis a3 President, G H
Dent as Treasurer, George
R. Liule as Sccretary.
Robert H. Nugen., W.H.
Craig, William Gardner,
and Mrs. Amanda Brown.
About 1896.97 1t once
again  became “evident
that an even larger school
hmldmg Wits  s00n going
t0 be nedessary. and n
IB98 construction began
on what would later be
known as the East School,
The next vear ground was
alsp broken on the comer
of State and River Street
for yet another sck;tml

building.

On Jaauar} 4, 1901 the
doors™of the now school
buildings were opened

See SCHOOLS, page 2




Continued from page 1
to the public for the
dirst ume. The High
School (later named the
East School). and: the
State-River Street School
(later named the West
School, then re-named
Maplewood Elementary
in later years) would serve
the village’s educational
needs for the next fifty-
five years.
Both of the new schools
were identical, being
-constructed of brick, and
boasting large bell towers
near the front entrance of
cach building. There were
four rooms on the first
level, and four on the sec-
ond. A large room on the

third level was reportedly |

“used for additional class-

room space.

From 1900 to 1923 high
s¢hool classes were taught
on the second. and third
“levels of the High School
_(East Schoal), with pri-

mary grades (1-6) being
taught on the first level
The State-River Street
School (West School/
Maplewood) accommo-

dated more primary grade . beyond

classes (1-6}, as well as
grades 7-8. The determin-
ing factor for which one
of the school buildings a
grade school child would
normally attend depended
on which ares of town the
child resided. This was
not always . the factor in
later years, as in some
cases larger classes, and
less teachers being avail-
able would be the deter-
mining owicome. Also in
later years many of the
country schools closed or
consolidated with nearby
communities, forcing
some children to be bused
to~ Newcomerstown. For
several years bus stu-
dents mainly attended the
West/Maplewood  build-
ing. but they reportedly
were bused to the East
School duning several
school years when atten-
dance at the West School/
Maplewood was in high
volume,

In 1923 a new High
School building (now
known as the Middle
School) was constructed.

In the beginning it had
been intended for grades
9-12, but grades 7 and
8 were later admitted
probably in an effort o
overcome crowding in the
clementary buildings.

The seventh and eighth
grades remained a pan
of the High Schdol untl
1968, when the current
Newcomerstown High
School building was com-
pleted, and the Middle
School evolved.

In September 1951, the
Newcomerstown School
Board approved a kinder-
garten program. Classes
were held in the school’s
annex (which was located
behind what is now known
as the Middle School).

The classes were taught
in two sessions, morm-
ing and afternoon by
Mrs. Mary  Perkins,
Kindergarten  classes
remained at the annex
until September 1957,

* On_March 11, 1955,
just before dawn, a tor
nado struck the village of
Newcomerstown damag-
ing many buildings, and

minimal damage. or none.
According to  The
Caoshocton Tribune, Faday
evening, March 11, 1955,
edition, Superintendent,
D.B. Roeder informed the
community of an jrmme-
diate plan of action for
clagses to resume. The
plan stated that the 289
students from the East
School would be sent to
the Maplewood build-
ing until other arrange-
ments could be made.
The schedule was for East
students to attend classes
in the momings from &
am. to noon, while the
Maplewood students will
have classes from 1 to 4
.

Following the end of
the school year in May
1955, the Maplewood
Elementary School was
closed due to structural
concerns. related to the
building’s age. It was
later slated for demoli-
tion along with the East
School building,

Even though there were
now no school build-
ings for the children of
Newcomerstown, school
remained in session.
Beginning for the 1955-
56 school vear, class-
es from both East and
Maplewood were held
in several churches, and
establishments  through-
out the community
for the next two years.
Among these places
of educational refuge
were the Presbyterian,

Nazarene, and Tﬁuity\
~Methodist Churches, as

well as the CLO. Hall,
Masonic  Temple, and
the Newcomerstown
Municipal Building.

ThHe citizens of
Newcomerstown  later

gave approval for the
construction

of two new
school buildings which
woiild be scheduled to be

“on Beaver Street.

On March 24, 1957, the
newly constructed East
Elementary School was
dedicated. Several of the
first through sixth grade
classes {(mainly com-
prised \of students resid-
ing in the north-east sec-
tion of fown) were held in
the new building for the
remainder of the 1956-57
school year The balance
of the classes (students

“residing in the south-west
section of town, and bus
students) remained. at the
focal churches, and other
temporary sites until the
second building was com-
pleted.

The 1957-58 school year
welcomed the opening of
the new West Elementary
School, with the offi-
cral introduction taking
place on Sept. 1, 1957,
Kinderganen classes were
then transferred from the
school annex to both the
East and West Elementary
School buildings.

Mrs. Mary Perkins con-
tinued 1o teach moming
and afternoon  sesswons
at the West Elementary.
and Mrs.  Elizabeth
Watson was hired to teach
Kindergarten at the East
Elementary.,

Grades 1-7 were taught
at the West Elementary,
with the seventh grade
transfernng to the High
School building the next
school year (1958~ 59),

Fifty-plus years later, the
buildings, as well 2s the
educational curnculum
have been expanded. and
upgraded in an effort to
meet the cusrent, as well
as the future educational
needs of Newcomerstown.

In spite of these chang-
¢s, the philosophy of
the three Rs will forever
remain incorporated  as
the three key clements to
a basic education.
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Newcomerstown Elementary

It was on March 11,

-Schools

class from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

1955, just before dawn and Maplewood students
when a tornado struck the were in class from 1-4

village of Newcomerstown.

p.m.

In the tornado’s wake, the ' Following the end of the
village found itself minus a school year in May 1955,
school building. The East the Maplewood building
Elementary School, one of \was closed after more in-
the two elementary schools spection revealed the -

in town, housed first

building had some struc-

through sixth grade, was tural concerns related to
damaged beyond use. The normal aging and wear.
building was deemed un- Approval from state and

safe'after the majority of federal officials was re-

the roof, was destroyed.

ceived around!that same

The weight of the collaps- ‘time for the construction
ing roof caused further of two new e¢lementary
damage to the fifty-seven-  school buildings. The East
year-old structure’s second and Maplewood buildings

floor, and walls. With the
substantial damage, it was
obvious that students
would have to be housed
elsewhere in order to con-
tinue the remainder of the
1954-55 school year.

At first, the two hundred

_eighty-nine East students
Maplewood Elementary
vyhere half day classes
were taught for both East
‘and Maplewood students.

The East students went tof

were transferred to the

'were both razed between
.ithe summer of 1955 and
learly 1956,
| During the transition in
the construction of the new
'school ‘buildings, classes
would continue as usual,
but in avariety of locations
throughout Newcomer-
stown. Classes were held at
the Presbyterian, Nazarene,
and Calvary Methodist
churches, Masonic Temple,
C.LO. Hall, and the Munici-
\pal Building. = =~ /"4, 7
Construction of the!
new East Elementary|
building began following
the removal of the former|
structure and was the|

first of the two new build-
ings to be completed.’
The East Elementary
opened on March 24,
1957, for students resid-
ing on the east and north
sides of town. The re-
maining students from
the south and west end of
town, and bus students
residing in the rural set-
ting continued classes at
the various community
establishments while the
West Elementary build-
ing was finished. The'
new East Elementary:
building was constructed.
on the site of the former
East School and is the
third school building that
has been constructed on
this same site. The first
school building, the
Union School, was con-
structed there in 1855,
and later moved to a loca-
tion behind the next

school building (the East |
School) after it was con-
structed in 1898. The

Union School was dis-
mantled in 1930 and the

- wood from the structure

was used to construct
several small private resi-
dences in town.

The West Elementary
School, the larger of the

: File photo
The first of the new schools to open was East
Elementary School on March 24, 1957.

two new structures was
constructed on a vacant lot
located on Beaver Street.
The building opened for
classes September 1, 1957.
The new structure housed
Kindergarten through sev-
enth grade for the first
school year (1957-58), with
seventh-grade classes trans-
ferring to the High School
building beginning the
1958-59 school year. The
East Elementary building
also housed a Kindergarten
class and grades first
through sixth.

Originally, Kindergarten
classes were held at the An-
nex building, behind the
Middle School (then known
as Newcomerstown High
School), beginning in
September 1951, and

taught by Mrs. Mary

Perkins. After the new
school buildings were com-
pleted the Kindergarten
classes were moved with
one Kindergarten class lo-
cated in the East building,
taught by Mrs. Elizabeth
Watson, and the other
taught at the West building
by Mrs. Mary Perkins.

The East Elementary
School was comprised of
seven classrooms, a gymna-
sium and stage area. The

building being 96 feet i
length, and total squar
footage 13,194. The tota
cost of constructioz
$176,600.

The West Elementar:
School was originally com
prised of seventeen class
rooms, a larger gymnasiur
with stage area, and a cafe
teria.The West building be
ing 385 feet in length, an
a total square footage o
30,388. The total cost ©
construction was $370,70(

- The architects for botl
' buildings was Sigman &
' Tribbie of Cambridge. Con
 tractors were W.H
- Howard & Sons of Colum
bus, Whisler Plumbing o
. Massillon, Columbus Heat
. ing, and Burris Electric ¢
! Coshocton.

Fifty years later, th
- West Elementary buildin;
has now expanded since i
was constructed, and th
 interiors of both structure
‘have been modified an
brought up to date. It i
~most likely expected tha
' the buildings will continu
to serve the future educ:
tional needs of Newcomer
stown, and create man
pleasant memories o
school days for those tha
_have attended there.



The schools of Newcomerstowntion he deeded to Jake Brown,
have progressed in 130 years!one of his employes, the island
from the teaching of a few chil-'in the Tuscarawas river east of
dren in the log cabin homes of{Nugen bridge. On election day

the settlers to the instruction of]this newly-made elector, deed 1n 4

a total of 1,405 students In three [hand, made his appearance at
public school buildings. Kindee-[the polls and cast the deciding

grades

garten classes and
in

through 8 now meet

classes in the high school build
Ing that waa erecled in 1924,

In his cabin on the north bank
of the Tuscarawas civer, Jacob
J. Miller, son-in-law of Nicholas|/In 1880

school.
Union school was built on Col-

lege st. in 1856, It was a two-
story frame building topped with
-la bell tower. The two rooms on
the first floor were used for the
Jower grades, those on the sec-
ond floor for the higher grades.
it was mnecessary o

Neighbor, founder of the town, /make an addition of two rooms
held classes for the children of|to this school building, It was
the settlement as early as 1818. also In 1880 that a class of flve

Instruction in the three R's was|students
also given to the ploneer boys/for completing a two

certificates
year

received

and girls in the two-room cabin{teachers’ course.

of the Stouffer family that had| The flrst
been bullt near the river in the/from Newcomerstown

area of Pilling st

class to geaduate
high

school was in 1882 when a class

As the little hamlet grew intolof five received diplomas for

a village, classes were moved
from the cabins to the first
school building of the town, a
one - room log school house on
the State rd., south of the plo-
neer cemetery located on Bridge
st. Other small schools were
built in the area surrounding
the town.

In 1848 some of the little chil-
dren of the community attended
a private kindergarten in a
home on Neighbor st. This was
known as a “Dame School”
since it was taught by a “dame”’
of the town.

By 1849 the population of New-
comerstown had increased to
flve hundred, causing crowded
conditions in the schools. Unit-
ing the schools {n the area into
one school was suggested. Un-
der the existing laws such a
school could not be established
without an approving vote of the
freeholders of the territory to be
affected. After a canvass of the
township, it was found that the
number of freeholders who op.
posed the change in schools ex-

{completing the three - year
[course then offered. The re-
{quirements were changed to four
yvears in 1905. Since nlether
the school nor the town had an
auditorium, commencement for
the first geaduating class was
held in the Presbyterian church
on Friday, Jude 2, 1882. The
program consisted of music by
the Banks’ orchestra and essays
by each of the five graduates
on the following subjects:
“Backbone,” by Mary F. Neigh-
bor; ““Our Martyred President,"
Willie R. Renecker; ‘‘Shall the
Pond Law Stand?” Clancy
Brown Vogenitz: YShams,” EI-
la Roseborough, and ‘‘Hoe Your
Own Row,” LouLou A, Johns.

Graduation ceremonies for the
next two classes, in 1883 and
1884, were held in the same

church. The following year the
school used the auditorium of
the newly - constructed Opera
House for the commencement of
the Class of 1885.
vear until 1924 the stage of the

actly equalled the number that

1! vote for the establishment of the| jid
two
modern, well-equipped element-
ary school buildings built in 1957,
Grades seven through 12 attend

From that

Opera House continued to be
used by the schools for gradua-

On the day preceding the elec-
%

tion exercises as well as for the
presentation of school operettas
and class plays.

In 1900 when the steady growth
of the town had again caused
the need for expanding the

approved it. Then it was that
Col. Robert Nugen, who was on
the staff of Gov. Medill and lat-
er 2 member of Congress from
this district, saw his opportuni-
ty to perform a great service
for the children of this valley

school facilities, two red brick

7 -

At left is old Union s

class rooms on each floor and
of identical design were built,
One, for grades one to eight,
was erected at the corper of
River and State sts., the site
now occupied by the Kroger su-
permacket. The other was built
»)n College st., replacing Union
school that had served as a
place of learning for 44 years.
High school classes occupied the
rooms on the second floor of this
bullding, while grades one to six
used rooms on the first floor.
The ringing of the school beils
of these two buildings was a fa-
miliar sound heacrd throughout
the town,

Spacious lawns sucrounding
these schools provided play -
ground space for all the chil-
dren. The water supply came
from a pump beside each build-
ing. The pump often became the
scene of friendly water fights.
Safety and sanitary conditions
were improved later by install-

drinking fountains in each hall,
rest rooms in the basements.

Further expansion of the
school system b e c a m e neces-

chool, which Was replaced by :
elementary bullding. Tower and posii?n of latter struc

ing fire escapes to each building.

large three-sibry school building;:
was erected at the cormer of
State and Riyer st. which pro-
vided rooms for the high school |
classes on the first and second}
floors, and far the seventh and
eighth grades on the third floor |'
This school building had features
that had not been available in
the earliec structures such as
science laboratories, locker
rooms, scheol library and a com-
bination auditorium-gymnasium
The latter gave the schools a
place for physical education
classes and indoor sports, school
assemblies, d¢amatics and grad-
uation exercises.
The class of 1964 was the 41st
to ceceive diplomas from this
auditorium and the 82nd to grad-
uate from Newcomerstown high
school.
An additicn was made to this
building in 1936, A few years
later the sciocol acquired the
two story red brick building on
Goodrich st. that is now known
as the schocl annex.

The tornado that struck New:
comerstown on March 11, 1955,
damaged the two red brick ele-

sary in 1924, At this time a

two-story buildings with four

mentary schoal buildings Eeyond




former East | seen behind frame building. Completed East school is shown at right.
lcture can be | This was later demolished by tornado.

repair. Until new buildings could| As the program of school Addy, vice - president; Roger
|be planned and erected, the|buildings has been expanded to|George, Annabelle Stocker and
|classes for these schools were{meet the needs of the growing|Virgil Ervin. With the help of
taught in several buildings oflcommunity, so has the currieu.|the rieh heritage of the past,
the town, the Masonic temple,|lum been extended-and develop-|this board is now planning for
|CIO hall and three churches, theled to meet the high standards{the future developments of the
Trinity Methodist, Naz aren elof education that have always|public schools of h%;ne.rs-
iland Presbyterian. been maintained for the schools |towh. SR

Il By September, 1957, two new|by the superintendents and the 4"'_

i| one-floor-plan school buildings of|boards of education of the town. T S " d nistory of Ne
‘'modern functional design had| The men who have sefved as 0wn wa owe m%‘::st:,'wn%e pionee? cemete
|been built and were ready for|superintendents of the schools on South Bridge st. Origina
occupancy by the elementary|of Newcomerstown are: C. T. on the edge of the small ham
classes. One of these, the East|E m er son, Christian Forney eme ery o it is now surrounded by the hu
school, a seven room building,|Rev. H. Bickel, H. H. Porter, of industry and the roar of tr.
was ecected on College st., the|Rev. U.J. Knisley, A.M. Search, fic. Enclosed by a white fenc
|third school building to occupy|Joseph Rey, J T. Duff, C W Eary e"'ers the plot is ocarefully tendc
this site. The other, the West|Elliott, C.A. Bagnell, J];:‘T. lDuff, Practically all the graves h
|school, a 17 - room building on|E. E. Smock, R. M. Marlowe, ' markers originally, but time a
i| Beaver st., was built on a 32-{Wayne B. Hayes, C. L. Mec- re;&“égtﬁa:; fhe:crg?:.l .ﬁtc::; the elements have worked th
-lacce tract of land. ; - |Mahon and D. B. Roeder. of a busy world is usually selec-|f|Will upon them and many ha
\| Grades one through six and| The first board of education,|t.q aq the last resting place of|f|crumpled and broken. Markir
kindergarten classes are housed|elected April 12, 1856, consisted a community’s dead, but pro-|jon others are completely oblit
in these buildings. Each struc-|of the following members: Ro-| resy hag no thougl':t! of thel|ated or only faintly discernib
ture has a multipurpose room|bert Nugen, G. H. Dent, George|,, radness of the past and|| The first burial in this cen
that is used for school pro-|R. Little, L. C. Davis, W. H.\pyidg ity present and plans its|||tery was that of Nicholas Nei
grams, indoor cecreation and|Craig and Amasa Brown. This|¢ v.ia on the very graves of||bor, who died in 1818, and
assemblies. The multi-purpose|board had the responsibility offs) se who were responsible for||1819 the second burial tc
room in the West school is equip-|building the Union school on Col-

b e AW W we

its bimth., - place, that of Mts. Geor
lped with a cafeteria whi c h{lege st. A e s G Y Starker. Side by side in a r
,|serves lunches for teachers and| Members serving on the pres- are six or seven gravestones
-|students of the West building|ent board of education are: Carl bearing the name of Tuffo
l{and the high school. Krebs Jr., president; Thomas Among those who were bur

between 1820 and 1850 are
names of Daniel Harris, Jc
Gaskill, Conard Miller Synt
Hewett and Catherine

CDANICH FlISTOM




Newcomerstown Ohio Mumapal Buuldmg / Opera House

original Municipal Building/
Opera House was constructed
on Church Street at the site of
the present Newcomerstown
Muni

Yy
brought many exciting, popular

shows, music recitals, and

plays, both comedy and drama,

F

It was 1884, and America
was leasing the way with
great new innovations. The
Statue of Liberty was brought
to America from France and
placed on her pedestal in the
New York harbor, long dis-
tance telephone communica-
tion was established between

Boston and New York for the -
very first time, the first sky-

scraper was built in the city of
Chicago, and author, Mark
Twain wrote “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn.”

In Newcomerstown, Ohlo
village officials approved
construction of the Munici

to Newcomerstown shortly af
ter
John Phillip Sousa Band played
at the dedication ceremony

when the Opera House opened.

~ The cost (to the Opera House

management) for the Sousa

. Band to appear at the Opera
. House was $2000. The event

Buildmg/OperaHouseata was reported as spectacular,
cost of $12,000. The original ‘andswisweresoldmxt.Allat-
floor plan included the village | tractions at the Opera House
fire department, police station, “were booked by Redpath
jail, and a banquet hall on the: Lyceum Bureau, a national
first level. The Mayor’s office, booking agency with offices lo-
council chambers, and the cated in Chicago, and Boston.
Opera House would occupy The last show at the Opera
the second level. The building House was booked in 1917.
contained a front, and back’ Newcomerstown native,
- “staircase, as well as an outside NormalBelGeddﬁ,wholater
" fire escape leading from the becmneaHoIlywood

second level to an alley-way on  signer, aﬂmdedshawsatthe
the east side of the building. A  Opera House as a youth. Bel

cupola was located above the  Geddes most likely attained

secondlevel,andwasuSedfor some of his later set design
seating of “special VIP guests” ' ideas from seeing some of the
attending events at the Opera spectacular sets that were used
House. The cupola seating attheOpe:aHmse.

house. The price of tickets for naglbmnlg towns, even b1g-
the cupola seats was consider- ger cities, to attend some of

seating on the second .level. eventswere publicized
The Opera House boasted a andweresoughtafterbythe

v22x44 foot stage, and seahng pubhcatﬂlathme.Oneofﬂle e

capacity for 500 persons. The

popular plays was The
Farmer’s Daughter which in-
cluded a frightful scene where
the daughter was tied up by a
villain and put on a conveyor
belt towards a large

heading ]
' saw blade (a real saw and

' blade was utilized to create

 the authenticity)! At the last

opening to the public. The |

minute a hero rescued her
each time. The saw blade
scene was very popular with
the audience, and caused
quite a stir. No accidents ever
occutred. The show ran for
several weeks by popular de-
mand. -

In July 1907, a large scale
musical performance was
held titled, College Festival.
The show featured over one
hundred-fifty of Newcomer-
stown’s own citizens as the
players. The Hyperion
Orchestra provided the mu-

'sic. The cost of admission

was 25 cents, and 35 cents
was required for reserved
seating. Tickets were avail-
able at the H.H. Eagon

Drug Store on Main Street.

(formerly located next door
to the Newcomerstown
News office).

For many years the high
school ion ceremonies
took place in the Opera House

H

as the high school building (lo-
cated at the site of the current
East Elementary School) at
that time had no auditorium.
In 1924, a new high school
building (now the Middle
School) was constructed, and
the new auditorium was used
from that time until 1968 for
the NHS graduation cere-
monies. From the mid 1920s
to the early 1940s, the Opera
‘House was utilized less, and
less, and eventually fell into
disrepair by 1945.

In November 1946, the vil-
lage approved for the Munici-
pal Building to have a com-
plete over haul. The
Wendling Brothers, a con-

struction contractor from

Dover, Ohio began the
$32,000 project, financed
from village bonds. The origi-
nal Opera House roof was re-
moved, and the building’s
second level height was re-
duced. Rooms inside the
structure were added, some
walls removed. New walls,
new staircase, new windows,
doors, and a buff colored
brick exterior was added. On
May 12, 1948 village officials,
and employees moved into
the new Municipal Building,
The Municipal Building
cortinues to be utilized by
the village, and has had mul-
tiple upgrades over the past
seventy years since the 1946
update project took place.
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¥ NEWCOMERSTOWN, OF:

WHERE THE HUNEEHS SLEEP“

The men and wnmen who treked
across the mountains from New Jersev

in 1814 to found Newcomerstown ‘eyi-'

dently had no.idea that 1t8 rm]wav
depots and factories would ever.loca.le
‘where they haye in the town.

had, they would certainly never have
laid oqt their cemetery where they
did..

'I,‘he most sacred spot in the town—

" the spot where sleep these hardy, self- |

reliant Jersey pioneers—is a most ‘un«
Encroachments  have
been steadily made upon this’ sacred
burial ground; until now 1t 18 com-
pletely environed by rallroade and
shops. . ! e

The first bunal in thxs cemetery ‘oc-
curred i in 1818 The bodv was that of
"Nicholas Neighbor, and reposes near.
the clump of trees shown in the left of,
the picture. No other record of -any

- other death was fnade until -the" fol-|

lowing ‘year when Mrs.. Geo Str’\rker
was buried in the lot.

The hittle rude mmdatone‘ on;
is carved the name “And Dufoﬂl”as

=‘f-.1819 are all u;at ‘i legible. '

side and in'the same row - are ~half &
‘dozen stones all bearing thé name Tuf-
ford. Whether the name of Tufford
was originally Dufford, or whether
the stone was prepared by hands not
familiar with the family name we
have not learned.
Among those who died in 1820 to’3

and whose virtues are carved 1n

If they.|

whlc}i B

dled durmg ‘the* ’30’9 an
'among._these the’ followmn' names ab
‘pear: i {Conrad Miller. Synthis; Hew-. i

-ett, 'CathennexBl‘emer/and llver Suls
livan.: The inscription to tbe last tells
that he was ‘born 'in; Delaware.’New-
castle,Co. Feb. 19 1785."’.. 3
- Of those.who wére: buried: here in
the ’40’9 were! ‘the “seven daughters: of
G.and T Fox.” Joseph Mvers; . Dor-x :
othy Flock.,Amy ang Jéremiah’ H.
Gaskill, Bally; the wife-of Jos.\Duﬁv. :

Mary ; Wmndt.lSarah.c the wife - of
Paul Robei‘ts and James McMahnnu'r o|.
* Looking-to the' nght of thezthree
trees 1 the’ center. R ,‘the gmve i of.
**Paddy the‘Cobble P, -who' was- drown-
ed: mathe'lock by: the“m:ll?.‘"" 'Nobodv
knéw' his/Hdme’o ;whénce - ’he came.
The six.Ir jsimen' who earried the body
L) 'tzot qrunk.: 80,the, storsJ

“before\reachfnq th ceme’
Hind _.Hmht'

ar but few burmls have oc:
‘curréd < in’ this, " cemetery. L *. Public
spirited’ ovuzehs ‘have ! from’ tlme to
time urged_the removal to 4. mqrd fit
ting spot. the bones of those who came
when the town was a forest, -but thua

fow thaiv nnnhals hawa haan inivain

Ohlo,“May 28 1914 ——Edntor ]

nia] celebratlon
| pleswho' once. mude this valley their l\
|:cemetery'across the way,
fathers and the sceneu of greeting. whu,h'
Jthelrs*as Jong as’lite:shall last.... ..

G| site) Qeke)em\wkpechunk the'inhabi
.From‘thla dusky son'of the forest ol r Ln

'remalned here; i8 not known. :
'stmpped théir pappooses on their backys"ﬂ

‘Btandg.
¢ of tﬁe Tuscarawas over there were belm»

~how lhey 1om-neyed pver moumai

; Ty
: 'lnde "fwitn'the women and tbe lltf 22

[E‘rom Gradnatiou Oranon dullverﬁ
¢
\‘ )}'

Wuhid lhe next ninety days Newce)
From the north and:t

They will to

)u}

M Already wé.tre; nrepu‘lhg'fﬁ? the' rur
d ‘of'the ploneers who' toll 4 and’ qr
o8 in. Opcc.lng&;dnﬁbx:u g

.fﬂnd their privauona nre abom tO vy
their tathers. fr 5

: A
6‘L\odY eems able to put hls ﬁuwer?'
:» Herd Newcomerstown bsgan.’
but the taintést achoes of our beginning,
through the langled torests will never re

Rt
l‘:

¢ Hbw-long, King. Newcomer and: l ?
.But onhah $

" Why they Teft’ nobodv knowé-m

iackoss front our present pumping staja ‘t|
buried;in the old, plum orchard, whe %‘(' :
they 18t behind.. : f“" !

Followlug Newcombr'(\baud came‘ b‘y
they were notalready hers, pointmvith
Irishman, john Mulvane. and his neop\%\;
probably near the old Fair Gmum:l-:r ks
real beglunmg. 3 S i A

‘ "Now we turn our ﬁaces to the bl]‘.‘r’“
swamps, its mosqultoes and its lmp
Nlcholas Neighbor cam\trom New: R

; ':ff‘i

ago, ‘drowned out the patches of corniﬁ .z\u

He had tound an Eldorado for. h'.’°°r
he was tolead our ancestors to 't r@’ﬂ&lﬁ\
men,were to level the forests and bui’

they, hid never. known, was to'reifl
) How they, seventy sotils In al i;fx

\!

‘tions along fhe W3y, We:may: not b
v!"l,-... v $0S

naus l--m v senen b’
woLls

s A MASORGe 1 |42

5% Q
“%ﬁtchee;ot Tan_
mble-down chbm\

,the !tlnge ‘of ial\ls bevond and pictur &'th
tlou .¢ Like- the, children of Israel thuwey h‘
.| 8cene‘dnd p. .glorious hour.

Who eary
bad lraVersed Snell’s Hill, had etruck ll

i had ‘reached their new 'home, vour hom:

& | ,History tells us that our fore.fathers
and occupied them as best they could uo
said'that the first cabin built by the settl
olag, and that it stood whereState'and Co,
cabin, near the cemetery, William, the h!'i
another, and another’ of these rude str~ -’
we now call State Btreet, until this tr
bridge, westward to the Coshocton C

>



The Old Cemetery, Newcomerstown. O,
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Carrie Nation, the one time leader of the Temperance Movement, came
to Newcomerstown around the turn of the 19th Century.



Newcomerstown
Saloons and a Visit

by Carrie Nation
In the early eighteen
still

a small village, had a surplus of
saloons. As I recall it, there
were twelve, give or take one
or two, and there was no occa-
sion for a man to go without a
drink providing of course that
~ he had the money.

" In those days thete Were
plenty of lumber being
sawed and hauled into New-
comerstown to be carried
and shipped out on the rail-
road. Hauling was, of course,
done with wagons and quite
often a driver would have a
few drinks before he started
his homeward journey. One
such man, I saw one day
heading back home, evi-
dently having had more than
one drink. He had also
bought himself a sack of ba-
nanas. He was sitting on the
rear hounds, or axle of his
wagon with the lines
wrapped around the brake
handle, busily eating ba-
nanas, while the horses plod-
ded along the dusty road.

However, he did not take the
time to take the rind off the
| bananas but was eating them
| rind and all. I'll bet he was a
| sick one when he got home!

¢ Sam Douglas had a sa-

loon on Main Street, where

Joe Visintainer now has a
meat market. Sam ran an
orderly place; no swearing,
no loud talk and if you had
too much to drink when
you came in Sam would
refuse to sell you anything
and politely escort you out
of the front door.

- Sam's saloon was the only
place visited by Carrie Na-

tion of hatchet-wielding

fame. She was notorious for
walking into a saloon, berat-
ing the saloon keeper, and
with a few swipes of her

- trusty hatchet (aided and

abetted by some of her zeal-
ous followers) destroy any-
thing in sight; bottles,
glasses, efc. and always tak-
ing a few lusty swipes at the
large. glass mirror behind the
back bar. Following the
singing of a hymn, giving the
bartender a thorough dress-
ing down, and warning him
to repent, she and her satel-
lites would depart, leaving
behind plenty of wreckage.

During this performance,
Sam stood at the far end of the
bar and never, never said a
word. After the female wreck-
ers had departed, he pro-
ceeddia]’du btg l;:lmn the deblt;lms up.
No e thought

This was the onlgpsaloon
raided; as the word had got
around, and the rest of the
saloon keepers had very
prudently locked the front
doors to their establish-
ments and departed.

While on the subject of
saloons, I cannot help but

recall one run by Hanson |

Crater on Canal Street,
where the Ortt Radio store
is now located.

Hans was a large man, very
pompous, dressed in the
height of fashion in those

days; a swallow tail coat

white vest, string tie, and a
“plug” hat. I think that Hans
wore the first bifocal eye-
glasses that I ever saw - if you
could call two pairs of glasses
that. He wore one pair which
hooked over: his ears; while
the other pair which was

called “nose pincers,” were
“down on the end of his nose.

When he wanted to see the
person to whom he was talk-
ing, it would be necessary to
tilt his head back; so he could
bring the object in proper fo-
cus in both pairs of ;

Hans' living quarters
were over the saloon.
Whether he was a widower
or a bachelor, I never knew.
However, he had a big
voluptuous blonde who was
his housekeeper.

Hans decided that he
wanted her picture painted,
s0 he hired an artist to come
out from Pittsburgh to make
the picture. In four or five
weeks, the picture was com-
pleted. It was about three feet
wide and six feet long, long
enough to cover the back bar.
On the day the painting was
completed, Hans very care-
fully carried the painting
downstairs to the bar room
and he and his bartender fas-
tened it on the back bar glass.

Photo courtesy of

Newcomerstown digital

—Archives

Carrle Nation with

hatchet and Bible in
hand.

Then stood back to look at it.
It was a fulllength picture of
his housekeeper clad in her
own bare skin reclining on a
tiger-skin rug. Business
boomed in that saloon. Many
came to see the painting, and
of course, would buy a drink
or two.

Next week’s story:
Recollections of the
Livery Stable Fire and
the Stagecoach. Stories
are reprinted from a series
is stories by former
NCTnews contributor, D.B.
Moore. The historic tales
are from Moore’s book, My
Hometown, Gekele-

mukpechunk. The book is a

collection of true stories
that Moore recalled from
g’rowmg up in Newcomer-




Carrie Nafion
Visits Saloon,
Says Repent

Have vou heard about the
| “‘you put out my fire and I'll

put out vour fire law that once
|prevailed in Newcomerstown? | [ °

'Or about the night Carrie Na-| | Ma§n Street Sé:!oon in ]895

(tion ruined Sam Douglas’ sa-i | - L ¢ :

loon? j This is the bar of the Sam Douglas salocon, Main St., whici: now is the
| These are some of the inter-{ | site of Joe Visintainer’s market. The three men are unidentified.
lesting tales of the Good Old ' It is believed the picture was taken in August of 1895 when the James

|Says which David B. Moore of B. Clow Co. plant was officially opened. The pictures of parade floats

| Newcomerstown has gathered on page 2 Section C are believed to have been taken at the Clow open-
together in a little booklet call- ing also.

ed “My Home Town Gekele-|| < s 3 : B
mukpechunk.” . -

The unwritten fire law
sprung from an incident when a
jhotel owmer didn't take his '
iplace in the bucket brigade|
{when a shack near the canal
burned.

He told other fire-fighters
5that it wasn't his building so
iwhy chould he care if it burn-
jed. A few months later the ho-
itel kitchen caught fire and re-|
Imembrances are that not too!
many people turned out to as-
sist in squelching the blaze.

Carrie Nation's visit to the
Douglas saloon, a very orderly
establishment as Moore recalls,
was the only one she made in
this area, She smashed bottles
and glasses, sang a hymn and
told Douglas he had better re-

pent.

Throughout the performance
Sam stood at the far end of the|
{bar and never uttered a word.
When the female wreckers left,
he calmly cleaned up the mess.

am m o;gﬁv?:]l::nmkeiz MAIN STREET BAR. This is a vigw of the interior of
{ers kept their doors locked lest the Sam L. Douglas saloon, believed to have bee.n
the ax-swinging females call on taken in the 1890’s. It was located on Mauq St.‘ where
|them. Joe’s Market is now situated. D. B. Moore, in his book

“My Home Town, Gekelemukpechunk,” said Sam’s
place was orderly and that swearing and loud talk was
not permitted. “Sam’s saloon was the only local plac'e
visited by Carrie Nation of hatchet-swinging fame”,
Mr. Moore said. While Carrie and her satellites wreck-
ed the place, Sam stood at the far end of the bar and
never said a word.

——— PE






At one time, the north-east

corner section of property sit-
uated along side the railroad

For some reason, the boys
apparently did not get an early
~enough start with their journey

intersection at Bridge " Street to the depot as by the time they

was once a hub of activity.
People passed through the

railroad depot that was once

located there, traveling to and

from various towns and cities

across the United States. -
During the mid 19th and early

to mid 20th century, the rail-

road was a significant part of

people’s everyday lives. It was

the main source of travel, as
well as a transport modality for
mail and other merchandise to
various parts of the country. -
Even though the
Newcomerstown depot which
was built in 1851, is no longer
standing, the site could still
be considered a historic land-
mark due to a little known fact
that most area residents are

probably unaware of. In 1861,
Abraham Lincoln actually
istopped at depot while passing

through from Springfield, Ill.,
on his way to Washington, D.C.

The trip was significant for
Lincoln as he was traveling to
Washington for his inaugura-
tion as the sixteenth pres1dent
of the United States.

The inauguration taking place
on March 4, 1861. .

In the midst of winter, Feb.
21, 1861, to be exact, the citi-
zens of Newcomerstown gath-

ered at the depot in hopes of

possibly at least seeing his train| 8¢
citizens that patiently awaited

pass by.

Little did they know they
would actually get to see the
great man himself.

Early * that morning, three
young teenage boys namely,

‘Aaron Hodge, Orin Mulvane,
and Daniel Miskimen, left

their homes on foot, and head-

-ed east towards the village of
‘Newcomerstown.

The boys, all childhood
friends resided near each other
on their family farms that were
located in nearby Coshocton
County.

A EI‘SOIIS.

reached the covered railroad
bridge (now the site of the steel
railroad bridge that is still in
use today) the train was exmng
the covered structure. y
The boys were then almost
ready to give up on their plan
of going to the depot when the
train slowed down and came
to a stop. The surprised youths
could not believe their eyes

out onto the train’s platform. -
He greeted the boys, saying,

“I suppose you came to see Abe.

Lincoln.”

As Lincoln finished speak-
ing to the boys, the train began
moving on towards its desti-
nation. In later speculation, ‘it
was thought that Lincoln spot-
ted the youths running through
the field towards the train, and
ordered a brief stop so he could
greet them.

When the Civil War began,
and many of Newcomerstown’s
sons were responding, Hedge,

Mulvane, and Miskimen, all

joined the Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. The three youths

with Lincoln. :
When Lincoln’s train arrived
at the Newcomerstown depot
that day, he once again stepped
out onto the train’s platform to
'greet his admirers. Among the

his arrival was the Dent fam-
ily. Lincoln reportedly reached
over and patted the curly head
of little Mary Dent who was
being held by her father. The
train then proceeded on it’s
way ‘after loading coal and
water which was the primary
source of fuel for trains during
the mid 19th century.
Throughout the years, the
Newcomerstown depot was the

site of many other trains pass- -

ing through, carrying famous

Among some of the indi-
viduals that reportedly passed
through were Teddy Roosevelt,
William Taft, Franklin D.
Roosevelt. Years later in 1952,
a train carrying Richard Nixon
stopped at the Newcomerstown
depot. ,
The Newcomerstown depot

closed its doors to railroad traf-

fic in the mid 1960s as railroad
travel was gradually falling out
of favor.

The great freeways and

skyways were now the pre-
when Lincoln himself stepped il S —

ferred method for traveling.
Practically, everyone owned a
vehicle by then and drove to the
airport, and traveled back and
fourth across the country via
the airlines.
. The Newcomerstown depot
eventually was torn down by
Conrail in March 1981. The
freight station which was locat-
ed on the south side of the
railroad tracks across from the
depot was demolished about
1970 after no longer being a
useful structure, and eventually
falling into disrepair.

Behind the depot, on the
corner of Church and Bridge
streets, was one of the main

: hatels, the Fountain Hotel. It
never forgot their encounter

W convement place the train
*passengers could get a meal,
“or spend the night. There were
several ‘other hotels in the vil-
lage as well, The Cresant Hetel,
Globe Hotel, Maurer Hotel,
and Central Hotels were also
very popular with travelers.

At one time, there were
anywhere from four to
ten trains passing through
Newcomerstown each day.
There were two sets of rail-
road tracks, trains literally
passed each other going in
opposite directions, and at a
fairly fast rate of speed. Yes,
Newcomerstown’s depot was
quite a busy place in the good
old days!




PreSIdent-eIec&meoln stopped in Port

. As it appeared in The Newcomersto ews in June
1950:

- “Fhis card, describing a stop made by Abraham
Lingpln at Port Washington, Tuscarawas County, Ohio,
February- 21, 1861, as related by the late Philip

Lamineck, an eyewitness, the father of Common Pleas

Judge John H. Lamnéck of Tuscarawas County, Ohio, is

pres"ented to you with the compliments of Judge
L-amneck who has served 24 consecutive years on the
P(bbate Juvenile and Common Pleas Benches of his
Coi‘fhty, and who is State Welfare Director.”

On February 21st, 1861, Abraham Lincoln passed
th:ough Port Washington, Tuscarawas County, Ohio,
on his way from his home at Springfield, Illinois, to
- Washington, D.C., to be inaugurated President of the

' United States. When it became known that the presi-

- dent-elect would pass through Port Washington, there
Was great excitement in the Village. Most of the people
. ofport and the surrounding country, including the
teéchers and the school children, of which I was one,
 gathered in the public square and formed a procession
 headed by the Port Washington Band, to go to the rail-
rpad depot to see Mr. Lincoln and the train on which
ﬁ&wa.s travehng :

e procession reached the depot about 9 a.m., and
pé)]dmg the arrival of the train, the band kept playing at
,;_ervals to entertain the crowd. No one knew when the
tfmn would arrive because there were no telegraphs,
teE:phones or radios in those days. After waltmg patient-
IZ for several hours, the train came into view. Everyone
3

-

knew the train had to stop to take on wood and water
because Port Washington was a fueling station on the
railroad.. The wood was sawed by hand in convenient
lengths, and the water was pumped by hand from a big
tank from which it flowed by gravity into the engine.

As soon as the train stopped, the crowd surrounded the
last car, anxious to see Mr. Lincoln. The train was com-
posed of a baggage car, a passenger car, and the engine
and tender. There were no club cars, Pullmans or dining
cars, such as presidents now ride in, journeying over the
country. Neither were there any newspaper reporters on
the train such as now accompany distinguished persons.

As the door of the rear car opened, Mr. Lincoln, a tall
slender man, dressed in black, with a kindly look on his
face, looking exactly like his pictures we saw in the
campaign, stepped out on the platform, bowed to the
people, and addressed them, saying:

“Ladies and Gentlemen - I am pleased to see so many
pleasant faces here, and am sorry I am not prepared with
a speech for you.” He then laughed, and we knew he was
going to say something funny. “I am like the man who
was out hunting all day, and got nothing, for I have no
pot to cook it in. So if I had prepared a speech for you,
I have no time to deliver it.”

By this time they had the wood thrown in and ready to
start. Mr. Lincoln wished us well, and hoped we might
all live to be old men and women, and enjoy good
health. He kindly thanked us for the honor we had
shown him, bade us good-bye, and as the train pulled
out, stood on the platform, waving at us until the train
disappeared around the bend.



15,000 Years Ago

By Wayne Mortine
Newcomerstown Axchaeological
Society

The pre-history of Ohio can be
divided into five major cultures
of people. These cultures appear-
ed in the Newcomerstown area
in varying intensity as they did
elsewhere in the state. The first
culture of people was called the
Early Hunters.

THE EARLY HUNTERS

The Early Hunters were the

can Continent and were imigr-
ants from Asia. They were peo-
ple who hunted the mastodon and
mammoth on the southern edges
of the great polor ice cap in Ohio
and over the continent. They
were very nomadie, leaving litt-
le evidence of their passing. The
only remains that we have are
a small group of characteristic
flint tools; projectile points,
gravers, scrapers, and choppers
found in association with the
remains of long extinet animals.
In the Newcomerstown area, less
than twelve Early Hunter pro-

first people on the North Ameri-

jectile points have been found,

One was made from Pennsyl-
vania quartzite, another from
Kentucky flint, thus giving us a
good example of their travels.
These people were in the New-
comerstown area 10,000 to 15,000
years ago.

The disappearance of the
glaciers and the warming tem-
peratures. brought many changes
!in Ohio. The giant ice-age an-
imals vanished, new plants app-
eared and smaller game, such as
deer, rabbits, wild turkeys, ec.
became the diet of man in Ohio.

well people,

form of circles,
Jes and octagoms.
p osures were

people at the site

closures.

important Dersons

practiced
burial custo

other later Indian

squaxes, rectang--

small sub-c‘orﬂcé‘l‘i.'ftj"ﬁ;t’ge;_ )\
shaped burial mounds.
Certain sections e
set aside for social, ceremo

and burial purposes: St
dead were cremated, while

flesh. Hopewell p

'| everyday life differ

artifacts bumed‘thh tlge_
manifest the highest %%ger

THE HOPEWELL PEOPLE

The Hopewell people closely
followed the Adena 1n. ohte: oA
ter of occupation was il 1
;:Ethern part of the state. Hope-
commonly refer;d to
1 uci-

s the Moundbuilders, cons :
Zd geometric earthworks in the.

Ohio. Its

Inside these |
often -

3 the? i

&

t of the
Most ¢ e

were 1D

cultures, -

The Archaic man was a later |

- |surrounding hill tops, when plo-

imigrant in North America, ar- |
riving 6,000 to 8,000 years ago. |
He lived by hunting, fishing,
and gathering nature’s bounty.
He seemed to prefer living along
the rivers, using them as water-
ways to fish and travel. The
Archaic man practiced no agri-
culture, but harvested the ber-
ries, roots, nuts and acorns in
their seasons. He developed lar-
ger, heavier tools, made up o7
grooved axeshammer stones and
pestles. Skeletal remainss show
that Archaic man was rather
small in stature and slight in
physique. He suffered from ric-
kets, arthritis and dental absces- |
ses. Infant mortality was high
and the average life span was
about twenty-seven to thirty
years, The bulk of the Newcom-
erstown Indian relic collections
are made up of Archaic artifacis
The terrances up and down the
Tuscarawas River are dofted
with small campsites, and the

wed and surface hunted, pro-
duce many Archaic relics. 5

THE ADENA PEOPLE

The Adena people appeared
in Ohio about 800 years;'be’ﬁomi
the Christian Era. The center
of this culture in Ohio was the
present city of Chillicoth
They were the first people
build large earthworks, live
permanent lacations, and prac
tice agriculture. They intro-

squash, pumpkins,

duced beans,
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Neighbor Family of Newcomerstown http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~barbarar/descenda.htm
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The NEIGHBOR Family of Newcomerstown, Ohio
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Descendants of Leonard Neighbour Immigrant To America 1738, by L. B. Neighbour, Dixon ILL. ©1906, 2nd
Printing 1980

p 30-31
"The Coming of Our People"

Following is an extract from the commencement essay of Miss Rosa Crater, at her graduation from the
Newcomerstown Schools, about 1890. She wrote of the pioneers of the village - of her own forefathers - and for an
audience that included many of their descendants:

In 1814, Nicholas Neighbour, a man of great enterprise, of some learning and of considerable means, migrated here
from German Valley, N. J., hoping doubtless to find a country where he might realize health, riches and honor. It is a
great pleasure to add that his hopes were amply realized. For one thing, he was made one of the early judges of Ohio.

A road had been blazed out to the westward by some restless, undaunted Yankee, and that road, now known as the
"State Road," was the only means of communication from the settled east. Judge Neighbour evidently thought he
had reached the land of promise, when he arrived at the Tuscarawas Valley, as he bought hundreds of acres of the land
all around us, and immediately returned to his native New Jersey.

With such thrilling tales of the "New West" did he beguile his neighbors that by July in the next year, seventy-two
souls, headed by the indomitable Nicholas, had sold all their worldly possessions and were wending their way into the
Tuscarawas Valley.

In wagons, some covered, some uncovered; some drawn by horses, some by oxen, were loaded their simple
household belongings. Beds for the sick and the babies were improvised: but very sick or very young was the one
who was willing to submit to the intolerable jolting. Mothers preferred to walk, carrying their babies in their arms.

A picture of this little caravan, slowly wending its way over the mountain and valley, nearly a century ago, is one
that should hang on the walls of every memory. These people were to establish not only homes, comfort and
independence for themselves, but they were to lay the foundation of liberty, of character and of happiness, for
generations unborn.

We who are their descendants will surely be pardoned if, ninety years after their coming, we express a pride that we
must feel because the blood of these sturdy pioneers flows through our own veins.

There were the Starkers, the Neighbours, the Hoaglands, the Tuffords, the Douglasses, the Craters, and others as
worthy. I wish to-night, facing their descendants, I could characterize them all with the eulogy they deserve.

In the last day of July, 1815, the emigrants reached a spot known as the "Old Ferry," and there their journey was at

an end. The old Coshocton county bridge, touching land now owned by George Miskiman, Jr., occupied afterward the
site of the Old Ferry.
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On the site of the present residence of T. A. Banks, Esq., David Neighbour built a rude log cabin, in the fall of 1815,
(then the only kind of house possible)and this was the first house in the present corporation of Newcomerstown.

Soon after, Judge Neighbour, with the assistance of his brothers, built a log house near the present intersection of
the State Road with the C. & M. railroad.

Just above the cabin of David, William the third brother built a shelter for his wife and little ones, and to-day (like a
little grim old sentinel of the past), it stands, at the entrance to our new cemetery. So far as I can find, this, and a few
unlettered mounds in the old cemetery, are all the visible remains of the founders of this beautiful village.

\ 4
p 35

"Neighbour Town"
[From the Cambridge, O., "Scrap Book."]

As reference has been made in OUR SCRAP BOOK to a place called "Neighbour Town," we give the following
facts concerning its history.

Among the earliest settlers of Oxford township, in our bordering county of Tuscarwas, was Judge Nicholas
Neighbour, who came from New Jersey in 1814, and bought 1900 acres of land. Returning home in the fall, he, the
next spring, led out a company of sixty emigrants to his claim. Among these colonists were the families of his
brothers, David and William, and other relatives. The Neighbours had clearings along a road south of the Pan Handle
railway, and from their number and association the settlement was called Neighbour Town. Judge Neighbour was the
first postmaster. When, however, a village was regularly laid out in the locality, it was given the name of
Newcomerstown."

Learn more about Newcomerstown

A 4

History of Tuscarawas County Ohio, 1884
page 876

"JACOB NEIGHBOR, farmer and stock-raiser, P. O. Newcomerstown, was born in this township March 6, 1844, and
is a son of Jacob and Susanna (Neighbor) Neighbor (cousins); the former, of Irish descent, came to Ohio from Dutch
Valley, N.J., when he was ten years old. He was born April 4, 1803, making him now an octogenarian; the latter, also
of Dutch Valley, N. J., was born in May, 1804. The subject of this sketch was married, September 20, 1871, to Jane
McFarland, born in Adams Township, Coshocton County, Ohio, in January, 1842, and a daughter of Ezekiel and
Isabel (Corbet) McFarland, the former a native of Michigan, of Irish extraction, the latter a native of Coshocton
County, and of German and Irish descent. By this union there are four children -- Alvin O., born September 3, 1873;
Theodore C., born September 27, 1875; John A., born January 27, 1877; and Anna Belle, born June 27, 1879."

Contrary to what is stated in this brief biography, the Neighbor family was of German, not Irish descent. The original
Jacob Neighbor, who I will refer to as Jacob, Sr., was the son of David Neighbor, one of the three brothers who are
credited as founding Newcomerstown. Jacob, Sr. died in 1909, in Newcomerstown, and he is buried at East State
Street Cem., Newcomerstown, Tuscarawas Co., OH. His wife, Susanna, daughter of William and Catherine
(Swackhammer) Neighbor, died on 5 Oct 18835, and she, too, is buried at East State Street Cemetery.

Jacob Neighbor, Ji. was a soldier in the War of Rebellion, serving in Co. C, 51st Ohio Inf Reg.. He died on 18 Feb
1919, at Grant Hospital, Columbus, OH, following surgery, and he is buried at East State Street Cemetery. His
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widow, Jane (McFarland) Neighbor was born on 2 Dec 1842, and

lied of "infirmities of age” on 3 Nov 1932,
Newcomerstown. She, too is buried at East State Street Cemetery. Jacob and Jane's obituaries are included on the

clips & obits page.

3 4

page 875-76

"WILLIAM NEIGHBOR (deceased) late farmer and canal-boatman in New Jersey, was born in New Jersey in 1807,
and was a son of William Neighbor. Our subject emigrated to Newcomerstown, and was married, September 24,
1833, to Sarah Cline, born April 11, 1815; died March 5, 1856. They were the parents of ten children, four living. Mr.
Neighbor next married, April 9, 1857, Polly M., daughter of Milton and Catherine (Fasborough) Smith, and a widow
of Martin Cline. She is a native of this county, born April 24, 1827. By her second marriage, Mrs. Neighbor had a
family of two -- Marcia E. (deceased), and Frank Milton. A daughter by her first husband is the wife of G.W.
Mulvane. She has one brother and one sister, two half-sisters and one half-brother. The subject of theis sketch was a

member of the Masonic order, and of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which church his widow is also a member."
[information not relating to William Neighbor was cut from the paragraph]

4

page 876

"DAVID NEIGHBOR, of the firm of Hicks & Neighbor, Newcomerstown, dealers in boots and shoes, is by trade a
cabinet-maker, and has been a traveling salesman and insurance agent for ten years. At the present time he is traveling
for Millers & Hustons, of Columbus and Pittsburgh, and has been quite successful. During the war, he was a member
of the Fifty-second Regiment, with Col. Daniel McCook, and served as Second Lieutenant. His brother, S. M., who
was killed, was Captain. He received his wound June 27, 1864, and died at Chattanooga July 8, attended by his wife
and brother. Our subject was wounded August 5, 1863, at La Vergne, Tenn., and had his left limb broken in two
places. His mother was killed by being thrown from a horse. He was married twice; the first marriage was March 11,
1858, with Harriet A. Piper, daughter of Jesse O. Piper, who was born January 2, 1839 and died February 28, 1872.
By this marriage there were born four children -- Jesse E., Elsie E. (deceased), Mary F. and Frank E. (deceased). The
second marriage was on March 12, 1873, with Miss Emma O. Davis, a native of this country, where she was born
March 2, 1850. She is a daughter of Charles F. Davis. By this marriage there are four children -- Frank S., Laura A.
(deceased), Estelle H. and Edna O. Our subject was born September 24, 1836, in Newcomerstown. He bears the name
of one of the oldest families in this vicinity, and from which Newcomerstown first received a name, it being formerly
called Neighborstown."

[David Neighbor was the son of Lambert Bowman and Harriet (Meek) Neighbor, and the grandson of David and

Elizabeth (Trimmer) Neighb
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Nicholas Neighbour (1762 - 1848)

Nicholas "The Judge" Neighbour
Born 10 May 1762 in German Valley, NJ ?

Son of Johann Leonard Neighbour Il and Louisa Elizabeth (Wise) ANCESTORS

Neighbour

Brother of Leonard Neighbour lll, John Neighbour, Maria Margaretta Neighbour, David
Neighbour, William N. Neighbour, Sophia Neighbour and Jacob Neighbour

Husband of Elizabeth Catherine (Sharp) Neighbour — married 13 Feb 1785 in Oldwick,
Hunterdon, New Jersey ¥ [uncertain]

Father of Leonard Neighbour and Catherine (Neighbour) Roberts DESCENDANTS &

Died 28 jul 1848 in Newcomerstown, Ohio ©

Profile last modified 3 Apr 2019 | Created 16 Feb 2015
This page has been accessed 529 times.

Nicholas Neighbor served his country in the Revolutionary War as a Captain in the New
Jersey Militia under the command of Col. Jacob Ford. After the revolution he was a Whig
in politics, voted for Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Harrison and Clay. He represented
the county of Morris in the N.J. legislature from 1806 1808 and as a Justice of the Peace
in 1799, 1804, 1809, and 1814. He visited Ohio in 1811 and purchased a tract of 1900
acres in the Tuscarawas valley, the present site of Newcomerstown, Nicholas Neighbor
along with his brothers David and William led a group of N.J. settlers on a six week trek
west on foot.

The Neighbor family of Newcommerstown, Ohio excerpt from "Descendants of Leonard
Neighbour Immigrant to America 1738, by L.B. Neighbour, Dixon lil. ¢ 1906 In 1814,
Nicholas Neighbour, a man of great enterprise, of some learning and of considerable
means migrated here from German Valley New Jersey, hoping doubtless to find a
country where he might realize health, riches and honor. His hopes realized, he was
made one of the early Judges in Ohio. When Judge Neighbour reached the Tuscarawas
Valley, he purchased hundreds of acres of land. Then he returned to New Jersey to tell
tales of this country. By July 1815 72 people headed by the Judge, pack their belongings
and made their way to Ohio. These pioneers established the foundation for generations
to come.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Neighbour-43
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By George G. Shuriz

Accepting an invitation from
our local paper to write an ar-
ticle for its sesquicentennial
number, and fo write an article |
of my own choosing, and to have |
a free hand, with no restrictions,
I resolved that if there be any
virtue in this article, due credit
shall be given to the Newcom-
erstown News, and if there be
any criticism, let the barbs be
aimed at me.

So T climbed to a place upon
my watchtower, there to scan
the past, took a look at the pres-
ent, and, adding up the past
and the present, make a brief
prophesy of the future,

To scan the past is not diffi-
cult, because we have memory.
We have wrilten records and
we have monuments. We have,
here and there, the ruins of our
yesterdays as the succeeding
years have abandonded the
structures built in the long ago.
We know now that the first
World War sowed the seeds of
the second. We also know that
the second world war left S0
many divisions, hatreds, and so
much confusion that the third
great conflict is knocking at the
door. Some will say *“no” but as
the heayy atmosphere fortells
the coming storm, so the greed,
the ambitions, the sunken morals
indicate the coming crisis,

could e D
neath the surface; so me it
could be used to quench the
thirst. The location was one
great unending forest of oak,
poplar and chestnut, No erosion
was there for the great forest
trees drank up the falling rains.
Nor was there any refuse dump-
_ed in the river.

. __of Washington,

‘Message’
From I8I4

Pioneer

|~ The wild deer rdal:ned at will:

the bear was often seen. Where
we now live stood an Indian
village, the capital of the Dela-
ware nation. It was called Ge-
kelemukpechunk, and was ruled
by Chief Netawatwes, later call-
ed Chief Newcomer. The village
of the Indians contained about
100 log huts. Many of these
were abandoned later as the
capital was moved to what is
now Coshocton. Some of these
bhuts were occupied later by the
white mén. ;

There were white men here
early, before the settlement was
made. John Mulvane was here as
early as 1804. Records were
found that showed he dealt with
a Mr. Peters, a store keeper at
Gnadenhutten at that time. Da-
vid Johnsonn was here in 1805.
Daniel Harris was here prior to
1809.

GEORGE BIBLE was here
when Nicholas Neighbor came.
South of the river the Indians
had cleared a tract of land un
which they planted their corn.

From my watchtower I looked
back to the beginning of our
days, one hundred and fifty
years ago. James Madison was
President of the United States.

He was the fourth, five feet four |
inches tall and weighing 100 |/

pounds. But he was the father
of the constitution, the champ-
ion of the Bill of Rights.

One hundred and fifty years
ago, the British burned the city
including the
government buildings. The pres-
ident and Dolly Madison were
forced to flee the White House
and the city. Before leaving, Mrs.
Madison grabbed up what she
could, including the portrait of
| Washington, painted by Stuart.
| It hangs in the White House to-
day.

| been won, but,
‘rangements could be made, An-

- | hailed

Newcomerstown News, Thurs.,, Aug. 13, 1964

I Y |

One hundred and fifty years
ago the War of 1812 had just
before the ar-

drew Jackson had won the great
battle of New Orleans against
the British, where in less than
half an hour, seven hundred
British soldiers were killed, four-

teen hundred wounded, and sev-
'en hundred taken prisoner, Qur

loss was eight killed and thir-
teen wounded.

One hundred and fifty years
ago Thomas Worthington was
governor of Ohio. A boy, five
years old, tall for his age, and
not very aftiractive, played a-
round a Kentucky cabin. The
name of this small lad was Abra-
ham Lincoln., Edgar Allen Poe,
also a boy of five, was at play
on the eastern seaboard. He,
who was destined to live but
thirty and five years more, but
to leave a name as one of the
greatest poets of America. U.S.
Grant was not to be born for
thirteen years.

IN THAT HOUR. which has so

much meaning for us, a young
‘Balﬁm > lawyer was standing

ng
the
attle

s

showers of steel upon Fort Mec-
Henry. At the twilight's last
gleaming he saw the star span-
gled banner still flying. The
shelling continued throughout
the night. At the dawn’s early
light he saw that the flag was
still here, and, taking an envel-
ope from his pocket he wrote
on, it the immortal words, “Oh
say can you see, by the dawn's
early light, what so proudly we
at the twilight's last
gleaming”? He finished the
verse and on the way to the
shore he wrote the rest of what
has become the national anthem.
He concluded with the words,
which should forever be sung,
“Then conquer we must, when
our cause, it is just, and this be
our motto, in God is our trust.”

| At ease on my walchtower ]
| thought that the best way to vis-
ualize the past was to take a
quiet trip, unknown tp anyone,
back through the long years and
have a talk with Nicholas Neigh-
bor, face to face and heart to
heart. T did. I found him to be a
fine character, a3 man worthy to
lay the foundation of our pres-
ent village, He it was who had
heard of this location, who had
scanned it and found it beautiful
for habitation. He it was who be-
came its first postmaster; its
first merchant; also a judge who
sat as an associate at the trial of
John Funston. It was a delight
to meet him and get this first
hand knowledge. So, I asked him
some questions and I give you
his answers.

“Why?" I asked him, “did you
and yours leave New Jersey,
where you had access to so many
markets: where you had so many
contacts: where you enjoyed the
comforts and the necessities of
life?”

(Continued on page 5)




‘Message’ From
Pioneer Of 1814
Spans 150 Years

(Continued from page 1)

HE ANSWERED, “From be-
vond the mountains word came |
to us that there was a spot, in |
the bend of a beautiful river.
called the Tuscarawas, that was
like unto the garden of the goac.
That the plain was graced by
a greal forest of the oak, the
chestnut and the poplar {rees.
That the soil was rich. The wild
deer and the bear roamed ai
will, and at eventide naugnt
could be heard but the song of
the wind through the trees, and
the plaintive noles of the whip-
poorwill. And, sir, we longed
for liberty. That liberly which
our pilgrim fathers sought, wno
turned their backs on the op-
pressions of the old world. The
right to be free: to be men: to
grow, unfettered and unbossed.
To be what God meant his crea-
tures to be. Free to come and
go: to plow: to plant: to reap:
to plan: to build. To love God
with all your hearts and your
neighbor as yourself.

“We came through the path-
less woods. Your land today.
sir, is covered with great high-
ways. Bands of steel connect
your coasts. The whir of motors
is heard in your sky. It took us

. will, both of which contained the
. poisoned dagger. Came, as they

cause of the dangerous condi-

“THE RIVER still flows just
as it did when we came to the |
west. Towns may rise and fall:
| people come and go, but it goes
| on forever, If it could talk, if it
| could reflect back, the things re-
flected in its waters, what a

“T am glad you asked me that?,
sir. The father of John Funston,
Nicholas Funston, was a squat-
ter. That is, he settled on landé
that was not his own. In this case
it belonged to the General Jno.
Stark and his son, Lt. Archibald

story it could tell. Just east of us | Stark, whose names were illustri-

there stood, a few years before
we came, so few that the ashes
could still be seen, and the
mound is still there, there stooc
a small Christian Indian village.

“It was moulded and shaped
into trusting, believing souls by
the great Moravian shepherds
who dwelt among them, whc,
while they were gathering their
crops, noticed the coming of 2
small army of white men. Men
who came with the friendly hand
and the smooth voice of good

said, 1o befriend them: to, be-

tions, fake them to Pittsburg,
where they would be cared for.

Trusting, the Indians surren-
dered to the white men all their
weapons. Then, unarmed and
helpless, they were herded into
the cabins and told that they
were to be destroyed. About
ninety and six of them. Sixty
lwo were grown persons, one
'third of whom were women
Thirty-four of them were chii-
dren: many at the mothers
breast. And Doddridge, speaking
of them in his memoirs, says,
“When their fate was made

known to them these devoted |

people embraced and kissed, be-
dewing each others faces and

ous in the War of the Revolu-
tion. For their great part in the
revolution the government gave
them a thousand acres which has
erer been called the Stark Pat-
‘ent. Nicholas had a large fam-
ily. He was a rough character.
He lived by the rod and the gun
as did his son, John. What they
| wanted, the rod and the gun got
for them.

“Remember, sir, there was no
church not until several years
later. No ringing of the bells
calling to worship. No Sabbath
school. No prayers did John hear
at his home. No grace at meais.
So far as known they never
heard a sermon, and as for
school, perhaps a few weeks.

them, but for all, and it was
precious; a prize worth having
if gained  honestly,

“Young Funston gained his by
the use of the gun. So, yearning
for gold and hearing that trad-
ers ever carried gold on their
person, and with no apprecia-
| tion of the value of human life,
| he set forth with a gun to get
| his gold.
|  ~you, SIR, have fifteen
' churches in your village, and
| each thinks it is just a little bit
| beiter than the others; your

four weeks to come from New
Jersey to this spol beside thne
river. We came in horse drawp
wagons., We forded streams of
water. We climbed the sides of
great mountains, We marched by

day and rested by night beside §

the camp fire. With us we
brought all our worldly goods
which did not amount to much,
but it was ours. We slept at

night within the wagons. We had | pr:
a feeling, like unto the children i

of Israel, on their way to the
land of promise. We were hap-

,W’ v, - :

“Happin

=

condition. The |

a child would be miserable.
Happiness is a condition. Some
live in mansions, but are miser-
able. Some have great wealth
and are strangers to happiness.
We were poor, but happy. We
lived in huts of logs. We had
health and the willingness to
work. Beneath some roofs there
is misery. Beneath our rough
hewn roofs we had oneness and
peace. We had no labor saving
devices. As we saw the sun rise
over the forest at morn we were
thrilled and when it went to its
rest beyond the stately trees we
turned to our rest, knowing
that the same sun would come
again, bringing its light and its
warmth.” J

bosoms with their mutual tears.

for any offenss they micht have
fven them ithrough life. So
;MMg in the Great Father a-

=

hunting ground about
¢h they had so often dream-

“Mothers died noiding their
s at their breasts, Babes
- in mothers arms. Children
to pieces. And so they all
, and the old river, which
speak, was witness to it

i

I want to ask you a ques-
We know, we are ever re-
that twenty-two-year-
Funston, son of Nich-
S killed the post
traveling with
on a trail that led from

eastward. We also
was a trader, with

gold, who w
hour that he intended to kill.
But the trader was late and,
thinking the post boy was the
trader, he shot him from am-
bush. This took place one hun-
dred and forty years ago. But
it's very fresh to us in song and
story. Since you, sir, were an
associate judge at the trial of
young Funston, will you give
us your version of the affair.

as to pass at that

bells ring out the invitation to

| Asked pardon each of the other worship on every Sabbath morn,

but half of your people or more
are deaf to the call of the bells,

and blind to the keeping of the

we, they began to sing the Sabbath. e

hymns the preachers had tiught ;

them. Then they began to pray having not the benefit of preach-

~ commmit their souls unto

.A'nﬂ 50, while singing and or Christian associates. He be-
, they went out to the came dangerous in the atmos-

Jno. Funston killed for gold,

ing, prayers or Christian home,

phere in which he was reared.
But you, sir, have all that he
didn’t have. You hear the ring-
ing of the welcome bells on tne
Sabbath day and many of you
are busy at work. You have
many ministers in the midst of
you who would be glad to serve
you and yet things are happening
in your day far worse than that
which happened in our day. You
remember ours for one hundred
and fifty years: Yours are so
many and so common that they
happen one day and are forgot-
ten the next.”

Maybe, I say, yes, maybe, the
God of mercy who knows all
things and knows all contribu-
ting causes, will have some mer-
cy on the -soul of young John
~ Funston, more than upon

{
|

‘ who know better; who spurn the
| Sabbath; who put no shoulder
lbeneath the burdens of the
church; who contribute no oil to
keep the lamps in the temple
burning; who eat their bread
and never look up to say “thank
you'.

“Hungry for the church? AR,
ves, but there was none. But as
Naomi, traveled to Moab, took
her faith with her, and by her
faith won the lovely Ruth, so
we brought our faith with us
from the east and kept it, until
at last it expressed itself in a
temple built unto God. :

“We were just an ordinary,

Money was scarce, not only for |

simple group of people. but we
believed that only a great and
wise creator could fashion a
world so beautiful as we found
it here beside the river. ;.
“You have great and imposing
school buildings but great build-
ings don’t necessarily make great
schools, just as great houses
don't Mmake great homes, and
large and stately churches are
not always houses of God. '
“JACOB AND God turned a
wilderness into a Bethel, mean-

|ing house of God, and man

somelimes turns a pgreal edi-
fice into a wilderness, witnout
God. :

“Our first classes were neld in

e
SaIms

)



cablins

by day

leping places by nign

[
l Then, ftoally, Wi banded o
vilite ahd shared the work and
!‘\wh UE a sohool house out of
i logs, with a big fireplace at on®
| snd, where the smoll children
leould sit in winter and keep
warm.  The Dbenches had no

packs Desks were placed on pins
{ aleng the walls, Those with chil-
{dren paid Fifty cents per month
| per pupil.

| “The teacher’s pay amounted
ito the grand fotal of ten to
[twelve dollars per month and

[they never growled. But since
there wasn't much money they
wers paid in eommodities. Each
teacher would stay a week al a
time in one of the cabins.

“Tha srhool term would last
=nt mare than thres months. The

subisets fauehl, generallv, were |
wandine swriting and arithmetic. |

Pravers were offered in the
:ehepl ream, but we have heard
that vnu have a supreme court.
sq irtallicent, so wise, so broad,
so advaneced, that it poes along |
with annther nation, Russia. in
saving that we don't need God.
So in their wisdom they have

| abolished God and His Book

| from the public schools. That
| vou can hear the name of God

handled on your streets and in
| your shops as one would handle

{ a handful of filth, but your chil-

Idren in your -public schools can

| not say, “Our Father, Who art

:m heaven, hallowed by Thy
name”. That you and vour chil-

idren have access, almost every-

i where, to all kinds of putrid
literature, but your children are

 forbidden in your scheols to read

' you the wiser: are you making
| better citizens; is the moral at-
' mospherse purer?

| or have read, “Jehovah is my
' Shepherd” or, “The Lord is my
light and my salvation,” or “per-
i mit the little children to come
junto Me” and even as “we are
{talking T hear that the Minister-
| 1al Aszociation of Youngstown i
your stale has gon= on record
| against prayer and Bible reading
;in the public school and are op-
|posed to any law requiring it.
’:Youngstown: the town of mur-

der: the town of bombings: the
town of gangsters: the (own
whose  reputation b been

broadcast throughout t
“These shepherds

posed to stand er

are supposed to

e

fram God; with g message from
3od, and that wherever they
went, the glory of God was re-
vealed.

“ARE YOU the better because

of the present tendency Are

Hasn't your
civilization become so broad
that it is thin? So progressive
that it has run away from the
{undamentals of the republic?
1 wonder how you can Sing
“Faith of Our Fathers,” or, “Our
Fathers God to Thee: Author of
liberty; To Thee we sing”.

“Knowest thou not that civi-
lization can be cursed with poli-
ticians and lost because of a lack
of statesmen?

“We fought our battles, we

pass. We could not escape 10
the rim having no means of exit.
No {iransportation, so we were
held together, socially and relig-
iously. We shared, we neigh-
hored, we were knit closely to-
gether, You in your day move
toward the rim, away from |
neighborliness, away from the
church, away from real broth-
erhood. Instead of controlling
your modern inventions, you are
controlled by them. You have
means of getting away, so you
go. When the church was ereci-
ad in our midst we were grate-
ful and took advantage of it

“You have dedicated the Lord’s
day to sports, recreation and
travel, using the time-worn ar-
gument that if you work sI¥ |
days a week you should take the
seventh to enjoy yourself. Bu.
you don't work six days any
more, You don’t work ten and’

tilled the soil, we ate our bread
by the sweat of our brow. We
had no super government which |
taxed us in order to use the
money to buy protection and re-
spect. Neither can be bought
any more than love can be
bought. We weren’t fed from the
powers above, nor did we sur-
render our individuality nor our

personality for a mess of pottage. i
We were the kings and queens
in the realm in which we lived,
where it was good to hear the
watch dog’s honest bark: bay
deep mouthed welcome, as we
drew pear home. Our home was
our castle. We prized life, liberty
and the right to seek pure happi-
ness and we refused to .barter
these rights away. 3

“Is it any wonder that more
great characters appeared upon
the American scene, and in the
arena of public affairs, than in
any like period in all American
history, or in the history of any
other nation.

“I mention a few. Washing
ton, Adams, Jefferson, Madison,
Monroe, Clay, Calhoun, Jackson
and Marshall and many more
who took part in shaping a re-
public of free men. Yes, we lived
one hundred and more years ago,

with the tides, nor were we driv-
en by the winds. We elected |

servants of the people and not
as the masters. Men who chal
lenged us, and not men who of-
fered us the universe if we
would just fall down and wor-
ship them. ' 3
“Then, our day differed from
yours, in that it moved toward

the center, and that is the di

rection it should take Circum- "
sances perhaps brought this to "¢

twelve hours a day now. You
permit your modern facilities fo
work acgainst your greater wel-
fare and truer happiness. Gur
lack of these perhaps held us G-

| gether. It's wonderful when one

can be the master of his fate
the captain of his soul.”

AND NOW I asked him about
religion in his day and he told
me and I pass it on to you.

“This town, as you know sir,
was first called Neighbor Town
because of the many Neighbors
who made up the early settle-
ment. Together with the Gard-
ners, the Cobbs, Overholt, Welch,

' Starker, Morgan, Tufford, Mii-

ler, Flock, Creter and many oth-
ers. The Mulvanes and others
were already here, Most of these
were of the Lutheran persua-

- sion. Many were of the Metho-

dist. There is no question but
that the Lutherans and the
Methodists were the first settlers

| of this village.

AT Creter"/gave a parcel
of ground south and west of

what was the pipe shop ground

and on this the first church

but, we lived, We did not float -‘hmldmg was erected by the Lu-

‘therans, a log house. The rest of

the pround was to be used for a

men to office who acted like the fiel pround

“If 1 could take you back to

my day and reveal to you what
§ we had, and then you could re-
| turn to your now,

how much
more you would appreciate what

| you have. But this can’t be.

“A minister by the name of
James Watts was the first Meth-

Lodist circuit rider we knew, His

cuit was 475 miles long, It

waurd through New Phlladelp‘hia‘
lo Canton, then west and south
back to Zanesville, This, sir, on
horseback, through a dense |
wilderness and over streams. As
he went he preached. fle sowed
the seed which grew into (uluru{
churches,

“For his pay, he received the
salisfaction which is given to a
devoted servant of the Lord He
was entertained in the homes or
eabinsg of the people, but at times
slept in the dark woods at night.

“This Methodist circuit start-
ed in 1807 and you may know
how seldom we heard the prea-
ching of the word. But when we
knew that it was time for his ap-
pearance we hecame eager. |

L at '

ng, then north:

esville, then mov-

When he came we met in the
open when the weather permit-
ted and when not, in a barn. Ab
yes, hungry were we for the
bread that satisfieth: These bra-
ve soldiers of the cross who serv-
ed their day and then silently
passed through the Western
Gates. But their works do follow
them.

“BUT THE LUTHERANS hacd i
the first organization. The|
Methodists, for a while, met in
the cabins for worship. You who
today worship in beautiful tem-
ples would laugh at our tempie.
A log house; benches without
backs; and the windows were
of paper, covered with tallow
to let the light shine in. But
friend, it's not so much the
building as it is the occupant.
God, who came down to the wil-
derness place, and looked upon
Jacob, transformed that place
into a Bethel, (house of God)
so, our log building became a-
glow with God when we went
there to meet Him. All houses
are not homes and all church
buildings are not Bethels.

“I remember so well, and you
will appreciate this. At our first
communion there were but six'
present and five of them were
Neighbors: myself, William,
Hannah, Elizabeth and Cather-
ine Neighbor and Margaret Tuf-
for(_lrz;:[’he Rev. E. Greenwald
was our minister coming to us
on the 11th of November, 1832.
Qur first communion was held |
May 4th, 1834. But it was a real
communion, for you must know,
sir, that at the first communion
ever held there were but twelve
present: one had gone out into
the night and was notl.

i Ty

ter, we built a brick

what you call Rod-

“And you tell me that
o
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had his exit and ot thelr chil-
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Now We are up passing
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h. Here for a brief per

Ll:\?ugvi‘th an opportunity that
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dren and thelr
and they had a part to
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never comes but once.

ones who

plant any

ges to span

led? But we are

tals of heaven and smile.
we look back and cry,
all to walk that trail

1 remember as 2

again.’”

the son c;f the
lived at the 4 :
lirred in a small cabin beside
great rock. He
old fisherman. One day as
young man,
cane down
panks of the
root. It grew.

willow tree and there, under iis
shade, the boys of the village
went to swim, and I was among
them. It became the old swim-
ming hole.

Maybe we can plant something
during this celebration that will
take root and grow so that fu-
ture generations may come and
rest beneath its shade. And then
think of us kindly who thought
of them in the long ago. If this
celebration is just a hurrah, if
it is but for a good time, if il
be a bubble on the surface
which will soon burst and pass
into nothingness, what good wili
it do?

There is no question but that
many who have lived here, made
their money here and have died
here have done very little for the
town that gave them shelter.
Will we do the same? Will we
join the ranks of the forgotten?
Or will we so act, so live, be a
aeighbor, a helper, a contributor
to the things that are real and of
good report? I have spoken much

OUGHT, “Have the
i 'I;Eal{me and wen_tdn:gde
impressions? Di ey
L flowers by f:‘l;: twuy,
i 0 us

whose fragrance IS wa ;

id they build any brid-
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rough ways smooth? Did they
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When we
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gave pased through and take ow
place in the silent halls of Qeath
can we look back from theﬂmp
Or will
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ften saw Sam Neighbozr |
e first settler. Tie
base of yon hill. Fe¢

<

was called thr

he thrust a willow |
in the earth on tae |
" then canal. It took |
It became a great’

of the past and with it some
thoughts of the present. What
of tomorrow? The hour will
come when we will go the way
of all the earth. The town will
persist.

A THOUGHTFUL man makes
his own garden beautiful. He
plants his flowers and shrubs.
He cares for his lawn. He makes
his house, within and without,
as aftractive as possible. One I
knew in the Shenandoah Valley.
whose minister I was, lived in
an old, somewhat tumble down
house by the side of the roag,
but she had roses climbing all
over the house and it became
beautiful. Why can’t we band
together and make the town the
pioneers gave us beautiful?

Plant our shrubs and trees and
flowers and practice neighborli-
ness...to be kindly affectioned,
one to another. To greet the
passing stranger. To create an
atmosphere of good will to men.
To put God above gold. A bro-

Message’ From Pioneer Of 1814

ther more precious than bullion.
Souls of more value than silver.
To restore the colors to the flag
and rally again around the flag
of patriotism. And assemble a-
round an altar of faith, so long
discarded.

Then will our houses be trans-
formed into homes; our church-
es into Bethels, and there will
we meet God face to face and
there will we be able to sing,
“Nearer my God to Thee, near-
er to Thee. All hail fo the ones
who stopped here one hundred
and fifty years ago; who loved
it so much they remained. Let's
take the torch of liberty they
lighted and carry it, so high and
so well, that its rays will pen-
etrate the coming years and be
seen by those who follow us up-
on the stage of action in the
years to come. Maybe they will
pause sometime and somewhere
and pay a silent tribute to ones

who helped to prepare the way

for them, and who left them a
goodly heritage. 3
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:succeedefi by Mrs. Doris Beaure-
gard. Librarians who followed
| Mrs. Beauregard were: Miss Lil-

lian Gombar, Mrs. William Beers,
and Mrs. Arlie Wiandt. Those
who have been employed as as-
sistants are: Marguerite Burge,
Florence Steffen, Jane Addy,
Mrs. Elizabeth Collins, Carl Gray,
Mrs. Cecil Norman, and Nancy
Brown. Miss Christina Macmillan
is the present librarian, having
been appointed to that position
in 1954, Mrs. Russell Glazer has
been assistant librarian since

| 1956.

The library remained in iis
first location for three years, then
in October, 1938, was moved 10

the- Vogenilz building at 143% |
Main Street where it remained |

until a permanent location was
gecured in 1960.

AT THIS TIME a great step
forward was made for the libraly

and for the town when the build-

ing at 123 N. Bridge Street, ap-
praised at a market value of $22,-
500.00 was purchased by the Li-
d from The Reeves
Banking and Trust Company for
$10,000.00. This building would
fill the need for more space for

the library and especially for

guarters on the ground floor. For

the library. Donations for buying

and equipping it for library pur-

ag and Mrs. C. B. Vogenitz
?fffxfzé the ncessary _tunds for
Jurchasing the building and
‘hanging it from &

the community re- |
sity and en- |
e needs of |

reached 2 total ofr$9,-
Dr2.90. Thi amount, added to &}
ed by be- |

bank to @

ving the library from its |
or rooms was accom- |

o

L0055, A0 INEMDEIS 01 the Doarc
now serving the library are: W.
E. Qurant, President; Ralph Rob-
inson, Vice President; Mrs. Ver-
non Lee, Secretary; C. Dale
Johnson; Mrs. Max Julien; Mrs
Ray Cramlet; and Rev. E. F.
Eshelman. Miss Christina Mac-
millan, librarian, also serves as
Clerk-Treasurer for the board. |

The public library, organized
with enthusiasm in 1935, has de-
veloped as a valuable part of the |
community, giving extensive Ii- |
brary service to the residents of ||
Newcomerstown and the sur-
rounding areas.
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 The Newcomerstown library
was established in 1935 and
located in the J. M. Kaden
building at 119% Main St.

The Women'’s Club and Heller
Tool Co. were instrumental in
organizing the first library,
with Miss Mary Alice Justus as
first librarian.

Donations of books from
individuals, Heller Tool, the
New Philadelphia and Dover
Public Libraries totaled 2,000.

‘Three years later, the library
wasmoved to the second floor of
the Ortt Building over the
former A & P Grocery.

Following a succession of four
additional librarians, Miss
Christina Macmillan was ap-
pointed librarian in 1954 and
served in this capacity until her
retirement on Dec, 31, 1970,

Under Miss Macmillan’s
supervision the library was
moved to the present location at
123N. Bridge St., 12 years ago in
April 1961. This building was
purchased from the Reeves

: NEWCOMERSTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY — Offering & wid
e corner of Main and Bridge Sts.

Library Established Here in 1935;

the community, contributing.

One of the main assets of the
move is the convenience to the
public by locating the library on
ground floor level.

Since moving to this location
many imprevements have been
made through the years.

New electrical wiring,
painting and panelling of walls,
additional shelving in the
magazine room, carpeting and
new. tables and chairs in the
children’s and adult areas are
some of the physical im-
provements of the library,
contributing to a comfortable
and pleasant atmosphere.

Services offered to the
patrons are varied. Reference
collections have been improved,
as well as the business,
technical, and  general
collections.

The vertical file, consisting of
pamphlets and leaflets on many
current subjects, is a service
added two years ago.

Las", February, the Gaylor

5 Cha:g g system was installed.

of this system enables

the librarian to check out books
with more speed and accuracy.

Telephone directories of the
larger cities in the U.S. is a
service available to library and
patrons through the New
Philadelphia Public Library.
This is useful for obtaining
addresses.

A phone service contract with
the Stark County District
Library, Canton, is helpful in

obtaining  business and
technical information and
materials.

Many services listed are
realized through Newcomer-
stown Public Library being one
of eight member libraries in
AIRS (Appalachia Improved
Reference Service), a
Federally Funded Program, for
the last five years.

From a budget of $800 in 1935,
the library now operates on a
$16,500 budget allocated by the
Tuscarawas County Budget
Commission from intangible
taxes collected in the county.

The library's book collection

has grown from 2,000 at its

- Changes, Improvements Are Listed

beginning to the present
collection of 17,000 volumes.

Some 48 periodicals and three
newspapers are available for
circulation.

Members of the first board of
trustees were William Thomas,
president; Mrs. Manuel
Yingling, vice president; Miss
Christina Macmillan,
secretary; Mrs. C. B. Vogenitz;
Charles Edwards, Warren
Prosser, and the Rev. D. A

Morris, who also served as
treasurer.

Present members of the
library board are Paul Parlm,.
president; Mrs. Max Julien,
vice president; Mrs. Vernon
Lee, secretary; Ralph
Robinson, William Ourant,
Wayne Mortine, and Mrs.
Myron Cramlet., Miss Mac-
millan  serves as clerk-
treasurer since her retirement
as librarian,

Mrs, Russell Glazer, on the
staff of the library since 1956, is
the librarian. Miss Edith
VanSickle is her assistant.



Wiandt and
rabbit v

One Of First Houses Here
This pioneer cabin of ﬁzoughly hewn logs was one

the first houses in Newcomerstown, Built abou
it was in the east part of the community, |

three sons are shown. Each i

. Isaac Good, Jr. Peter

| Farlane,

First Taxpayers

|Here Numbered 44

Here is a list of the first 44
land taxpayers in the old Oxford
township.

Robert. Addy, John Bever,

| Benjamin Brison, Abraham But-
ler, Aaron Corey, Jamss Douglas,

David Douglas, Isaac Evans,
Henry Evans, Isaac Good, Sr.,
Good,

Matthew Grey, Daniel Harris,

. John Harris Jesse Hill Charles

Hill, John Hartley, Andrew John
son, David Johnson, John
Junkins, John Musgrave, James
Mulford, William Mulvain
John Mulvain, Joseph Mulvain,
Robert McFarlane, Andrew Mec-
Ezekiel McFarlane,
Samuel McFarlane,

Morris, Robert Newell, Jacob

| Reed, Henry Sell, George String-

er, Richard Worth, James Worth,
Sr., James Worth, Jr., nes
Welch,

Philip Waggoner.

T e e s s
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William |

James
Sr., William  Welch, |
- | David Wolgamuth, Joseph W
{ gamuth, David Williams

1

i,
|

First Store Here At Canal, Bridge

The first store ever started in
Newcomerstown was located
where the Odd Fellows building
now stands at the corner of Can-
al and Bridge streets.

It was begun by Jacob Over-
holt shortly after the town was
iounded in 1814.

The first hotel, was started
here in 1818 by Andrew Creter.

Shoemaker property on Canal
street, now owned by  Titus
Weaver, It has been remodelled
since into a dwelling bul part of
the original structure still stands,

The f[irst postmaster for New-

comerstown was the founder of
the town, Nicholas Neighbor. He
took office in 1818 and was suc-
ceeded by Tavern Keeper Creter.

The site is the former R. Lellan

National Anthem
Marks 150th Year

While the citizens of Newoenm-
erstown are celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of
the town, the entire nation is
commemorating the 150th an-
niversary of an other event —
the writing of the national an-

them, the Star Spangled Banner. |
I}: was in 1814 that Nicholas

Neighbor |

County, New Jersey, to found |

came from Morris

Newcomerstown, It was also in

1814 that Francis Scott Keys |
‘wrote the Star Spangled Ban-
ner while a prisoner of the En- |

glish during the War of 1812,

Name’s Different |
“Gekelemukpechunk” is hard to |

ame the
o |

pronounce. It was the
Indians gave to the
in this vicinity befo
erstown was fou




Flood of 1913

It’s been 100 since the leg-
endary flood of 1913 struck
Newcomerstown and surround-
ing areas. Nationally, the flood
took 6,300 lives and caused
millions of dollars of damage
through the southern and cen-
tral regions of Ohio, as well
as several other neighboring
states (Kentucky, Indiana, and
Illinois).

Locally, Tuscarawas County
had two persons perish, one in

Newcomerstown, and the other

near Uhrichsville. Coshocton
County lost four residents in
an area known as Clowville,
located south of Coshocton.
The other persons that perished
in the flood were from areas
farther away, or in the other
three states.

Newcomerstown experienced
significant damage mainly to
the south and west sides of
town where there was report-
edly depths of nearly sixteen to
eighteen feet of water in some
areas.

The middle span of the River
Street bridge collapsed into the
river, and a worker was killed
several days later during the
repair of the bridge.

The C&M railroad trestle
(located east of the River Street
bridge) was significantly dam-
aged and required extensive
repairs. Both the C&M and the

.Pennsylvania railroad tracks
‘were damaged, and virtually

stopped all railway activity
until repairs could be complet-
ed.

This created inconvenience
as the railroad was the main
source for travel, ad the mode
of delivery for supplies, and the
U.S. mail.

The following personal diary
entries are from 12-year old
Frederic Zimmer, who resided
at the corner of Pilling and
State streets (the Zimmer home
no longer exists and the for-
mer property is now part of
Riverside Manor Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center’s parking
lot) at the time of the flood.

Zimmer’s sister, the late Lois
(Zimmer) Craig, had previous-
ly provided the diary entries
to The Newcomerstown News
for a feature about the flood
in 1983.

Monday, March 24, 1913:

“Rained all day yester-
day (Easter Sunday), and

again today. We went to see
the Swiss Bell Ringers at the
Opera House (now the site of
the Newcomerstown Municipal
building on Church Street) in
the evening. The gutters, side-
walks, and streets are turning
into a sea of mud. The river has
started to rise.”
Tuesday, March 25, 1913:
“Rained again today. River
is still rising. Tonight it lacked
a foot of filling the top of the
arch way of the culvert (nearby
his home, on State Street).”
Wednesday, March 26, 1913:
“The river was one foot deep
over the road at the culvert this
morning. It has rained almost
all day. Papa came to get us
after school ended this after-
noon. (Frederic was in the sixth
grade, Lois in the third grade,
and David in the first grade.
All attended the East School on
College Street. A younger sis-
ter, Marian, was not yet born).
In the morning, the river raised
three inches an hour. This
increased until when at noon
it raised a foot an hour. The
levee below Port Washington
and Stark Patent have broken.
At 3 o’clock, I walked to town
for a lantern globe. The water
from the river is now coming
down Chestnut Street and pour-

ing into the canal. I had to wade .

in, but got back home alright.
We drove the cattle to the hill
over by the sand bank, and
carried the pigs and a calf into
the barn. We carried out the
fruit, sausage, lard, and other
things stored in the cellar. By
this time, we could scarcely
get to the corn crib. Water was
now rising three inches an hour.
At 8 o’clock, it was washing
over the bridge abutment (the
East State Street bridge was
formerly located just west of
the current State Route 258
bridge). Our neighbors, the
Smiths, who live in the old
Nugen home (now the site of
the David Barber Civic Center)
have moved to their upstairs.”
Thursday, March 27, 1913:
“This morning at 4 o’clock,
the river stopped rising, having
reached five to six inches over
the bridge coping. Our cellar is
full. The water is from hill to
hill. The water floated whole
tie piles from the railroad
down the river. Smiths have
been getting coal, milk, and
bread from us by boat. Papa,
Walter Sperling (the Smith’s
orandson). and I went to town

along the hills. We got one film
at Eagon’s Drug Store (was
located on Main Street nex
door to The Newcomerstown
News building). We went back
up on the hill (near Park Hill)
and took pictures. The whole
town was flooded. The river
has fallen six or seven inches. |
went to Walter Sperling’s house
and we helped rescue chickens

Friday, March 28, 1913:

“The river is down now, Sc
we can get to the barn withou
boots. Miss Sadie Cochran, my
sixth grade teacher, and two of
the high school teachers, Miss
Price and Mr. Dye came ove:
and they, Papa, Mama, David
and I walked up the railroac
to the Glasgow curve (east of
the current Interstate 77 inter:
change). The track was washec
out and the rails with ties bare-
ly hanging to them. We met ¢
motor boat up there with the
civil engineer, Lyle Scott, anc
another man from Uhrichsville
They were checking the dam:-
age, being sent there by the
railroad (officials). We came
back home, had dinner, ther
walked to town, and to the
lower west end of town, it was
awful (condition).”

Saturday, March 29, 1913:

“The Smith’s chimney fell ir
the dining room and smashec
a hole in the floor. We saw the
first of the culvert come back
into sight (water was receding
considerably by now). The bal-
last trains are working on the
railroad (repairing the tracks).”

Sunday, March 30, 1913:

“The water is down now sc
people can drive. Mama anc
Ma Moore (his maternal grand
mother) worked in the cella
this morning, cleaning it up
Papa and I made a new horst
stable approach. Smiths anc
Sperlings were here for dinnet
There was no Sunday school i1
town today.

Monday, March 31, 1913:

“David and I went to tow:
for a sack of lime and sav
the Dennison work train. M
West came to drain the whee
field. Uncle Alvin and hi
crew walked along the hill
from Trinway and got home ¢
Dennison at 7 o’clock tonight.

Tuesday, April 1, 1913:

“We got our first newspe
per (The Plain Dealer) sinc
the flood started. The peopl
are out all over town tryin
to identify their out building
(outhouses).”
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Unvarnished view of life
in 1870s Newcomerstown

By JON BAKER
GateHouse Ohio Media

Writer provided unvar-
nished view of life in 1870s
Newcomerstown

By Jon Baker GateHouse
Ohio Media

A man who wrote under
the pen name “Quintim”
provided an unvarnished
look at life in Newcomer-
stown and vicinity in the
late 1870s for readers of
the Tuscarawas Advocate
newspaper.

He did not hesitate to ex-
press opinions about the
people he was writing
about — opinions that
were often close to being li-
belous.

On July 12, 1877, he
wrote, “The Board of Edu-
cation has put up signs on
the Union School grounds
of this place, prohibiting
trespassing upon the
premises, but nearly every
evening one of the commit-
tee turns his old horse in
the yard to crop the shrub-
bery and grass. Well, such
is life; saves paying rent for
pasture, you know.”

On March 8, 1877, he re-
ported, “That damnable set
of prostitutes who have
been keeping the house
commonly called Fort Jack-
son evacuated the “Fort”
one day last week, amid the
cheers and jeers of the com-
munity in general.”

Quintim was also a the-
ater critic. “A company of
boys from New Philadel-
phia, styling themselves
“The Alabama Minstrels,”
gave an entertainment to a
small audience — com-
posed principally of dead-

beats — at Crater’s Hall on
Saturday night, April 5th,”
he reported on April 24,
1879. He noted that the ex-
penditures exceeded the re-
ceipts for the show.

SMITH JONES

AND HIS WHITE SWAN
In the spring of 1877,

Smith Jones, a farmer liv-
ing near Isleta, about two
miles west of Newcomer-
stown in Coshocton
County, crippled a large
white swan. Jones nursed
the swan back to health and
kept it as a pet.

But their relationship
was short-lived. In May,
some duck hunters from
the nearby community of
Orange killed the swan.

“We understand that
Lew Huff, a notorious
rough and whisky bloat,
was the principal actor in
the affair,” Quintim re-
ported. “Make an example
of him, Smith.”

Huff did not appreciate
Quintim’s reporting.

“Huff says that he is go-
ing to ‘shoot us,” ‘burn us,’
or mow us down in some
other way just as horrible,”
Quintim wrote a short time
later. “Think of it! Your
worthy correspondent to be
wiped clear out of existence
by a dirty, mean rapscal-
lion, so mean that he would
do most anything for the
sake of a swig of whisky.
...It goes against our princi-
ples to spend too much
time commenting on
roughs, so we will suffice
this article with, ‘mend
your ways young man or
eternal damnation will be
yours.”

He never discussed the
subject again.
THE PORT
WASHINGTON

WHANG-DOODLE
Quintim was not above

printing unverified rumors.

On April 9, 1877, he re-
peated a rumor that the Ar-
gus, a weekly newspaper in
Newcomerstown, was
printing the Whang-Doo-
dle, a scandal sheet that
printed vicious personal at-
tacks on residents of the
Port Washington area.

“Is it a fact or a vague ru-
mor calculated to injure
you?” Quintim asked the
paper’s editor. “We do not
think that you would be
guilty of becoming a tool or
pimp of a set of fellows —
that have no principle what-
ever — to aid them in cir-
culating a paper that con-
tains nothing but slurs and
obnoxious writing com-
posed by roughs and off-
scourings of humanity who
think themselves very
sharp, when they are sim-
ply making themselves dis-
gusting in the eyes of the
Christian community in
which they live.”

The next week, Quintim
had to backtrack and point
out that he was not accus-
ing the editor of the Argus
of printing the Whang-Doo-
dle — just repeating a ru-
mor.

GUNFIRE IN THE

STREETS
. In March 1877, Dennison

residents Al Outcalt and
Brad Voshel came to New-
comerstown looking for
trouble. They succeeded in
picking a fight with George

Riggle and Harvey Chan-
nell, in which Riggle and
Channell got the worst of
it.

During the fight, Riggle
took a shot at Outcalt, but
his gun misfired.

The next day, Riggle told
several young men who had
witnessed the fight that he
was going to kill them.
That night, he went to the
home of A.B. Thompson
and called for Thompson’s
son to come out and fight
him.

“Finding that he could

‘not get him to come he

commenced throwing
stones at the door, where-
upon Thompson came out
and greeted him with a
shot from his revolver,”
Quintim reported. “Riggle
sent a shot back.”

By this time, a crowd had
gathered. Riggle headed to-
ward the Marietta, Pitts-
burgh & Cleveland Rail-
road depot, followed by
several men and boys. He |
turned and told them he
would shoot them if they |
came closer.

“A few shots were fired
from both sides and the
crowd left him, but he was
arrested by Constable
Shurtz on Saturday morn-
ing, on the charge of shoot-
ing with intent to kill, and
was brought before his
Honor, the Mayor, and in
default of $300 bail, was
taken to Sheriff Price’s
boarding house at New
Philadelphia to await the
next term of court,” Quin-
tim wrote.

Quintim ceased writing
for the Tuscarawas Advo-
cate around 1880.




Canal history

BY GORDON DeMARCO

For the period of 182740, the Ohio Canal had a monopolistic position
resulting in the growth and economic development of our state. It allowed
farmers the opportunity to export their products to markets for cash and
resulted in opening up a great part of our state to immigrants from the east.
The federal government was selling land in Ohio for $1.25 an acre. The canal
permitted settlers to take advantage of this bonanza and at the same time
assure them outlet to markets on Lake Erie and the Ohio River. In fact, the
population of the state increased by 70,000 in the 1820's.

The canal opened in 1827, and as one moved north toward Cleveland the
price of wheat became more expensive. This was the result of grain being
made available to markets in Erie and Buffalo. By 1833, wheat was worth 56-
cents a bushel in Newark, but was selling at 75-cents per bushel in Akron and
Massillon. The growth of shipments was spectacular. Cleveland was receiv-
ing 300,000 bushels of wheat in 1832, but eight years later this had jumped to
2,000,000. Wheat, corn, coal, pork barrel and salt were the major com-
modities transported on the canal. I understand that export of whisky was
important, but I have no figures on this.

Most of the traffic on the canal was north to Cleveland. Here goods were
transported to Erie and Buffalo and then by canal and river to New York Ci-
ty. Some of the canals that were in operation in Pennsylvania used “‘dollies”
to carry canal boats over hills and cuts in the mountains by winching them
on rails over high points. In fact, some canal boats were built in sections for
ease of handling over this type terrain.

In 1836, the Muskingum Improvement was authorized. This provided the
construction of the Black Water Canal from Dresden to Zanesville — a

' distance of 17 miles. When this section was completed, one could travel by
canal boat from Newcomerstown to Zanesville, transfer to a steamboat and
continue down the Muskingum River to Marietta. If you wished, another
transfer could be made for the packet to Pittsburgh. At many places the
railroad crossed the canal and this was to be a more common sight as years

went by. In fact, the old C & M Railroad constructed a bridge across the.

canal on Bridge Street across from where the old Ritz Theatre used to play to
Hopalong Cassidy and Janet Gaynor films.

Another canal constructed was the Walhonding Canal. It was supposed
to run from Roscoe to Mt. Vernon, but it never got that far. It did get up to
Killbuck. Today, one can view the triple locks at Roscoe. They are located
near tbe gatekeepers's house (painted yellow) just west of the norhtern end
of White Woman Street.
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More about a ‘big ditch’

An interesting sidelight to the transportation on the canals was that the
canals provided a source of water power to operate mills. Water flow rate
from the canals was more reliable than natural streams. In fact, the canal
water from the Ohio Canal in 1839 provided power for approximately 80 fac-
tories. This also contributed to the rise of industry in Ohio.

Prior to 1837, travelers had to ride on “‘mixed’’ boats — boats that car-
ried commodities as well as passengers. In 1837, a packet line was opened on
the Ohio Canal. The packet hoats often traveled as much as 70 miles in a day.
Roads were quite bad at this time, hence, travelers welcomed a ride in a
boat. It was hard to beat the fares which were three-cents a mile and includ-
ed meals. i

Some packets provided sleeping accommodations, and some provided
bed bugs at no extra charge. Some packets accommodated up to 60

" passengers and had parlors that converted into dormitories at night. It was

not uncommon for passengers to take a break by walking alongside the boat
and to purchase fruits from farmers along the way. Passenger traffic reach-
ed its peak in 1843 when more than 20,000 passengers arrived by packet at
Portsmouth. But by the late 1850’s, the railroads of Ohio were transporting

- more than 2,000,000 passengers. The end of the canals and their way of life

had reached its high water mark. The end was inevitable.

By 1845, Ohio had more than 600 miles of canals. One could not only ride
from Cleveland to Portsmouth, but you could ride from Cincinnati to Toledo
as well. Canals were tunneled through hills and an aqueduct carried a canal
over the Mad River. b

When the Ohio Canal opened in 1827, there were no railroads in Ohio.
Tuscarawas County had between 10,000 and 15,000 residents. In fact, next
year is the local Presbyterian churches’ 150th anniversary in this area. One
of their early ministers in New Philadelphia preached at a farm a few miles

~ from our county seat during this period and found his way by following blaze

marks on trees. Railroad construction did not begin until 1835, and by 1838
only 15 miles had been completed. After that, the rise and construction of

railroads rose precipitously. But this is a story that will be saved for another

time.



The “Old Sheet Mill” Gang

A.g,-:oup of workmen are shown in front of the Sheet seventh from left; Deaver Reed, 10th from left. Dickie
Mill at the west part of town near the turn of the Shoemaker, 12th. from left; Jesse Shaw, 13th from
century. Among those identified are Howard Yeagley

left; Herman Tufford, second from right; Roy Welsh
at left; Emmet Hesket, third from left; James Trees, at right. Photo courtesy of Fred Trees. ! !

Land Added By Sheet Mill Boom After Big Lottery e ot |

The Terms in Full
By Charles E. Lieser tion was secured and that was | additional lots were needed for | The Citizens committee of
the beginning of the Sheet Mill 115 {own's natural growth. Newcomerstown have accepted

Boom which was a failure as Iar the option on the South Side
Historical Socie as new industries were concern- THE PARTICULARS of the |Land Company Farm of 97 acres,
. S ‘:d bul rather successful in add- | whole deal con best be made |as per their offer towit: $10,000

Back about the turn of the [ing to the town's area. clear by quoting from the large cash, and $5,000 in lots, said lots
eptury there was a strong de- 3 to be sold to the Land Company

sire, as there is in most small | SO although the committee in S;’{ﬁ'ﬁ’fﬁ,‘,;’,"gt r{;iﬁ ﬁf“g‘?rhe“f{f on same terms as prescribed for
towns, to greatly expand in size ;‘:s;gé uﬁfntﬁgg?égi tgexa({:d \1:3 e oo v some Sl ot b
Ipoktynos, I fack 1o be I tries vg:oul;i be provided on con- | °f the town’s most prominenl| g, poy, had said land platied
‘come = city if possible or near a dr‘!t? of the purchase of lots we citizens - bankers, business men, || %o oo iont surveyors  as fol-
N . n‘ev?r‘ heard tpif much complaint | 1BWYeTS: ete. lows: Twenty acres set off along
As a result. a group of citizens | or dissatisfaction about the deeel. EVERY LOT A BARGAIN ;:l:»ze%cﬁxc;fusf:c{;gi’g f;x; atxl‘\é pro-
| aspeci i /a8 n- lants.
worked cut a plan to double the :Lspecxa}ly .smce there was a g L sed mangi R
fown's size and bring in some eral rise in land valuss at that| Over One Hun

i i excepting 17 acres of low }und‘
. industries, A large tract of |lime and since no persons pro- In the Big Sheet Mill and e (e Mhasarawhdl riven

new < s i ipping Plant Addition b < town lots, all
2 - ted much in the deal and these Tin Dipping is divided into 324 town lots, all
land just west af the corpora- jfitted mish in equally desirable for building

President, Newcomerstown

: e the ¥ urposes, and all equally valu- ‘
!mthot‘%:{s miheqt;i:h::‘l:n:’fvi‘:; gb\e save in the matter of loca-
- - ‘
gam we have divided the 17 ; ; tion.
{ acres of low land into 24 squares Any purchaser having failed

3 3.4 acre each. ‘These to make payment for two suces-
:;‘mabut we have designated b¥ |!]sive months shall forfeit his right
the same numbers as are given | || to the drawing of a lot, payments
to the lots above named. Persens | | slready made shall be forfeited
drawing said lots will also draw | |to committee. - =
the corresponding squares of Any person Uﬁsfi}htt;lg his . in-

2 cost. terest, must ni e secretary,
h’Pd wnthqpf e dating to whom and when solg,
THE . each and every | | -nd all arrearages must bz paid,
js wpl;:(::m%f payable as fol- | | stherwise his interest shall be
ot ¢ 5 cash; a mote for $135 | | forfeited. o
dows: $19 O wmonihly install- || All lots to be drawn a5 design-
payable mlﬁ each. All notes to | | at<d by the lot purchasers at the.
a9 ctaber, 1001, @ All| | N=wnomastown Opera House,
In O e: Sales dur- | | May 15, 1901, at 1 o'clock pm.
it giacd it of 5 per Lottery Concluded




are still semngﬁ
‘st near the|thelr purpose in a few scattered e it the yar
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Ice Meant Cold Cash Decades

By IRIS FRUCHEY

Everyone remembers or has
heard of the 1913 flood that
raged through our little village.

Well, just about this time in
our history, the old Produce
Company was established and
that meant an up-graded form
of refrigeration for village
residents.

J.S. Barnett started the firm
and employed were Harold
Woodard, Chester Neal,
BillNewell and  Russell
Reynolds. Reynolds, who later
became a member of our local
police force, and now is at
Elmhurst, T11., is the only one of
the original crew living.

About this time, Frank
Callentine returned to town with

his family and ‘‘Calley’’ as we
all called him, hitched up old
Frank (a black horse) and Dolly
(a white horse) and started
delivering ice to his many
patrons.

The old metal boxes came
down and two and three-door
wooden ice boxes were placed in
kitchens and basements
throughout the area.

Some of the first businesses
serviced by the ‘“‘Ice Man’' were
Swigerts Meat  Market,
Emerson's ice cream parlor,
called ‘Candyland,” which was
located in the building occupied
lodge in the K of C building.

“The produce’’ was quite an
operation. The ice was made

there and later butter. In a few
years, they went into the
business of cold storage for
meats and installed a diayr
counter and one could go there
and enjoy a big ice cream cone.

I can remember, as a kid, I
picked raspberries for Jim
Laning at the rate of 2 cents per
quarter and then walked from
the end of River St. to the
Produce, which was located on
the north side of the Penn-
sylvania  Railroad, and
squandered a morning’s wages
on three dips of the best ice
cream in town.

Getting back to the ice wagon,
that was free, if you were lucky
«0ld Calley’’ would pull up in

front of a house, where the ice
card hung in the window, turn
back the canvas, get his ice pick
and hit a chunk of ice just in the
right place, sink the ice tongs
into the block and hoisted it onto
his heavily padded shoulder and
start for the house. :

About this time, kids came’
from all directions. They;
climbed up on the back of the
wagon just ants at a picnic.fl
That was before the days of
paper towels, and just a piece of
newspaper would keep your;
hand from getting cold. :

Speed was a requirement, not'
only in respect to eating the ice
before it melted, but we felt it
necessary to avoid being caught
in the back of the ice wagon. '

I am sure “‘Calley” expected
some of this, and for the benefit
of the kids, he’d make a few.
extra stabs at that old block of
ice. o ‘

Delivering ice was a year-
round job for ‘Calley.”
However, at other times during

il
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the day, he would go to the
farmers and buy chickens and
turkey, dress them near the old
barn behind the Barnett home
on Canal St. Old “Frank” and
“Dolly” were housed in this
barn.

Along with progress at the
Produce came the white ice
boxes that were called
Economizers. They looked like
refrigerators and held 100
pounds of ice and of course by
this time Frank and Dolly had
been put out to pasture and a
truck made the rounds through
the village.

° The only thing that didn't
change was the kids “love for
ice," “Calley’s” loyalty to his
patrons, and his ever-present

- humorous chatter.

, He was a small man, rather
- gruff. Sometimes we kids
~ through he was a bit rude, but

- who wouldn’t be under like

 conditions?

 That ice was cold cash to the
Produce and the ‘‘Ice Man”’.
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THE ICE MAN — Frank Callentine, “Calley’’ as he was known, is shown i
with his ice wagon and old Frank, hl’a black horse. He also has a white horse, Dolly. Callentine’s
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business was important at a time when up-graded refrigeration was needed. This p
property of the Old Temperance House Tavern Museum.
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The Home Bunldmg and Loan

The Home Building and Loan Company was founded 84 years ago Mamb il
1898. The first meeting of the board of directors was held in the ¢ :
E.E. Lindsay. The first officers of the company were: H.D. Howell, p
Julien, vice president; M.B. Kennedy, secretary; G.W. Miskimen, SL
E.E. Lindsay, attorney. On March 12, 1900, J.E. Wood was elected presid
- served in this capacity until his death on October 11, 1919, On May 20,
- J.W. Miskimen was elected president and served until 1924 when J.A. Mg
' tgomery was elected president. Mr. Montgomery served until J ry 11, 1961
when C.J. Stewart was elected president. Mr, Stewart served u
1977 when C.A. Watts was elected president. Six secretaries
Home Building and Loan Company; M.B. Kennedy 1898-1914
1920; M.C. Julien 1920-1922; John T. Keast 1922-1943;
1943-1964. Margaret E. Everhart presently serves as secreta
managing officer. The cost of the original charters and certification -]
- ship amounted to $2,485, which was paid for by the first directo ‘While
- the meetings of the company were held in the offices of Atty. i ih
tors occasionally met in Lucille Carr's Store, the Lydick Furnitur
Store, Eagon’s Store, the News office, and the homes of directors.
1898, the company approved its first loan in the amount of $250 at
the offices of Atty. Lindsay. No mention was made of the salarie:
until April 13, 1903, when the board approved the following salal
$15 per year; treasurer, $25 per year; and secretary, $100 per ye
1924, the company rented an office in the K Of P Building, now ow
? B.P.O.E. 1555. On April 16, 1925, the company purchased its presen offi
building from the Oxford Bank but occupied only a small portion ot the building ur
" il 1959, when the office was enlarged and modernized. It was at this time
i company became a member of the Federal Home Loan Bank neinn
TOWH, ONIC obtained insurance of amounts from the Federal : |
Corporation. in the 84 year history of the Home Bu
pany has never failed to pay to a dividend. ;

DIRECTORS FROM 1898-1982 - H.D. Howell, T.J. Shannon, M.C. Julien, M.B, Kennedy, J.L. Lelund H. H. Evson
G.W. Miskimen, E.E. Lindsay, John E. Wood, Gearge Benton, M.O. Julien, J.A. Monigomery, J.T. Keast, J.A. Cal- |
houn, §.B. Mulvane, Bert C. Murphy, 1.D. Leonhard, Melissa R. Palmer, C.J. Stewart, Mox K. Julien, lohn A.
Schlupp, L.D. Palmer, R.A. MacQueen, C.A. Watis, Margaret Everhart, Myron Hoobler, Daniel kees, Graham
Maishall, D. Bruce Huttman, Donald Best, Daniel Loader, William Ourant. ‘
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The Home Building and Loan Co.
Was Founded Here 75 Years Ago

The Home Building and Loan
Co in Newcomerstown was
founded 75 years ago on March
15, 1898 with the first meeting of
the board of directors held in
the offices of Atty. E. E. Lind-
say.

The first officers of the
company were H. D. Howell,
president; M. C. Julien, vice
president; M. B. Kennedy,
secretary; G. W. Miskimen,
Treasurer: E. E. Lindsay,
Attorney. The first Directors
were: H. D. Howell; T. J.
Shannon: M. C. Julien: M. B.
Kennedy; T. F. Leland; H. H.
Eagon; G. W. Miskimen; E. E.
Lindsay.

Cost of the charter and the
certificates of membership was
$2.485 which was paid for by the
directors.

While most of the meetings of
the company were held in the
offices of Atty. Lindsay, the
directors occasionally met in
Lucille Carr's store: the Lydick
Furniture Store; Pecks Store;
Eagon’s Store; The News Office
and the homes of directors.

On April 11, 1898, the com-
pany approved its first loan in
the amount of $250 at a meeting
held in the offices of Atty.

s
St

In the minutes of the early
meetings. no mention is made of
the interest rates being
charged, but the «:ompan,\-j
declared a dividend of 7 percent
per annuin in October 1898. In
March, 1902 dividends of 6
percent per annum were being
paid.

The first audit, Oct. 1, 1898,
showed ‘‘resources’” and
ljabilities’ of $9,535.63 as
compared to the statement of
Feb. 28, 1973: ‘assets' and
“liabilities™ $2,319,359.67.

No mention was made of the
salaries of the officers until
April 13, 1903, when the board
approved the following salaries
for officers:

President, $15 per Yyear;
Treasurer, $25 per Year;
Secretary, $100 per year.

In April, 1924 the company
rented an office in the K. of P.
Building. now owned by the
B.P.0.E. on April 16, 1925, the
company purchased its present
office building from the Oxford
Bank but occupied only a small
portion of the building until 1959
when the office was enlarged
and modernized.

It was at this time that the

company became a member of
° bookkeeper.

 Stewart, president; CA

the Federal Home Loan Bank of
Cincinnati, and obtained in-
surance of accounts [rom the
['ederal Savings and Loan
Insurance Corp.

On March 12, 1900, J. E. Wood
was elected president and
served in this capacity until his
death on Oct. 11, 1919. May 20,
1920, J. W. Miskimen was
elected president and served
until 1924 when J.A. Mon-
{gomery was elected president.
Montgomery served until
Jan. 11,1961, when C. J. Stewart
was clected president. Mr.
Stewart still serves in this
capacity.

Six secretaries have served
{he Home Building and Loan Co.
They are M.B. Kennedy, 1898 to
1914: M.O. Julien, 1914 to 1920;
M.C. Julien 1920 to 1922; John it
Keast, 1922 to 1943; in 1943 the
first woman fto serve as
cecretary, Melissa R. Palmer,
was elected and served in this
capacity until 1964.

Margaret E. Everhart was
clected secretary in 1964 and
still serves in that capacity.

In 1962, Betty L. Thomas was
employed as bookkeeper and
was named assistant secretary
in January, 1969. She still serves
in this capacity.

In June, 1969, Barbara N.
Mathias was employed as
She, too. still
serves in this capacity.

Present officers are€ C.J
Watls
and Myron W. Hoobler, vice
presidents; Margaret
Everhart, secretary-treasurer;
Melissa R. Palmer and Betty L.
Thomas assistant secretaries.

Directors are C. J. Stewart,
Melissa R. Palmer, Daniel J.
Kees, C. A. Wwatts, Myron W.
Hoobler, Graham Marshall an¢

Margaret E. Everhart.

During its 75 years of
business, Home Building and
Loan has never failed to pay a
divident.

The company is completing
plans to merge with Cam-
bridge Savings and Loan
Association subject io
regulatory and shareholder
approvals.
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The Zimmer Lumber Co.,
founded in 1892 under the name
of Howell and Zimmer, is now
ane of the oldest business firms
in the town and has furnished
materials for hundreds of its
homes and other buildings.

The founders were Harrison
Howell and Henry Zimmer,
contractors and lumber
dealers, whose last contract
before their partnership was
Aissolved as a result of Howell’s
health, was the First National
m&nk building, completed in

‘This is now occupied by the
Newcomerstown Public
Library.

Al that time, the lumberyard
was located on the north side of
Gapal St., midway between
Bridge and River Sts. on land
presently used for parking lots.

Following Howell's
retirement, Albert Zimmer
Joined his half-brother in the
firm which withdrew from
contracting and dealt in
lumber, millwork ang builders’
supplies.

As a charter member of The
Imwunem Co., Albert

Y —-Zannmummher Co. as it looks today. Now 82 years

-associated

Commerce days, attracted
business and industry to the
town and began creating the
spirit of community service still
exemplified by the firm’s
present owner. .

In its early days, many of the
company's shipments of
merchandise are reported to
have arrived by canal
boat, right on the back door.

But one of the last uses to
which the canal was put, was as
the locale for tub races during-
street fairs.

Those were gleeful and soggy
events in which schoolboys vied
for prizes offered by the firm,
for floating down the waterway
in their mothers’ washtubs. The
last race advertised was never
held, however, for the water
dried to a trickle before the day
of the fair.

In 1928, the Zimmers acquired
the property of the former Cole
Lumber Co. on East Main St.
and following extensive
remodeling, moved the business
"’;‘s |h;:fgemzm location.

ailing health forced Albert
Zimmer’s retirement from the
partnership in 1936, and Henry's
sen Arthur became actively
with the firm, He

became its owner at his father

old, the firm is still recognized for its outstanding sa'viée;;’

death in 1942, by then having his munity.

own son, Robert, ashis partner. = Today the company does.

At Arthur’s death in 1960, greatdeal of crating and boxing

Robert became the sole owner. for local industries in the area.
The Zimmer firm has made And all of this lends itself to a

many contributions to the healthy economic atmosphere

steady growth of the com- for Newcomerstown.
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The Baltimore Clothing C
existence since 1884. It w:
stores (there was one in Cam
Uhrichsville) operated by the Tt
which manufactured men’s clothi

# Maryland. This is how the

I name. The first location was tr
became the Luncheonette (now ol
In 1896 the store was moved
Bridge and Main Streets across from
the Huntington Bank. That building i
the photograph at the left. Aft

, death of Jack Thalheimer, the store

J.M. Kaden in 1913. On Saturdays,

dimes off the roof of the building as a promoti
Ten years later, his son-in-law, J.R. Bean ;
the store. He retired in 1957 and the

was purchased by Dale Johnson who

it until 1978 when the present own:

Cheryl Fuhrer bought the store.

has been a part of Newcomerstown

FUHRER'S L IEDIC
BALTIMORE CLOTHIER'S |
121 W. Main St. Newcomerstown

—
e —

Charles E. Lieser said in his writtings that across the street from our store,
which was located on the north side of Central Main St., was also the M.
Yingling & Sons (Will and Manuel) Grocery Store. Next to the Yingling Store,
east, was Zack Thalhelmer's Clothing Store. Next door east, still on the south
side of the street, was the Wilgus Hardware Store. Further on was the
barber shop of Joe Keiser. When Mr. Lloyd Murphy rebuilt on the corner lot a
two story brick structure, Thalheimer moved his clothing store to the new
location and it has been occupied by a clothing store ever since, and is known
as the Baltimore Corner.

This location for the Zack Thalhelmer Clothing Store was his
not in the building which became the Luncheonette.

The buildings for Zack Thalhelmer's Clothing Store and the Wilgus
store were torn down in 1900 and replaced with a three

first location,

Hardware
story brick building.



I———— '.\ %\‘-;\ﬁ._-

Warner's Cider Mill was located just off the west
end of whal is now Main Street in the early days
ol this century and went out of business some-
lime before 1920, according to Dorothea Mar-
shall, president of the Historical Society. A
modern counterpart to the cider mill with its
lines of wagons with the barrels may be Bud's
Drive-Thru on the corner of Canal and College
sireels. Bud's Drive-Thru has an outstanding
selection of beverages to choose from and also
offers a sit-down restaurant as part of the busi-

% ness.
| Ed Warner, a descendant of the Warner's
who owned the mill, still lives in Newcomers-

town

E-Z DRIVE-THRU

‘ 146 E. Canal St. 4985225

e s

R
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Haver’s Supply has seen three generations

A three-generation business is
located on River Street, one of three
businesses . in- Newcomerstown
which has been in the same family
for over 60 years.

The business was started by one of
the ‘‘Grand Old Men’'’ of
Newcomerstown, Cecil Haver, who
began the Haver Electric Supply Co.
in 1924 out of a garage at his home on
McKinley Avenue. He sold Delco
light plants and pumps to farmers in
the local area. He eventually ex-
panded his product line and moved

to a new location on River Street. He
was assisted in the management of
the business by his wife, Lottie, and
his sons, Willis and Frank. .

In 1966, Cecil stepped down from
the management and the Haver Sup-
ply Co. became owned and operated
by Willis Haver, Sr. A new building
was built in 1968 and the business
was expanded to supply industry,
and plumbing and electrical con-
tractors. Willis was assisted by
Cecil, his wife, Pat, and his sons, Bill
and Bob. After a prolonged illness,

however, Willis passed away in
April of 1982.

From 1982 to the present, the
Haver Supply Co. has been owned
and operated by Pat, Bill and.Bob
Haver. Cecil is still very active in
the day-to-day operation of the com-
pany and is one of the biggest pro-
moters of the community. Haver
Supply also added a Radio Shack
franchise in 1982.

“Our business is currently
undergoing a rebuilding phase,”
Bob Haver said. “We plan on expan-
ding and increasing our inventory
and renovating the building exterior
and interior. We are currently look-
ifig at the possibility of adding video
tape player and tape rentals to the
business.”

In addition to being an authorized
Radio Shack Sales Center, Haver
Supply Co. has major home ap-
pliances by Hoover, Kelvinator,
Maytag, Capital, Flint and Walling,
and W.W. Grainger, with both sales
and service on those brand name
items. The company also carries a

wide range of plumbing and. elec- "

trical supplies.

“Our business philosophy is sim-
ple,” Haver said. “We strive to be
able to offer our customers' the
highest quality products at the
lowest possible price. We stand
behind every product we sell' to in-
sure customer satisfaction. It is im-
portant to us that each customer
gets the best value for each dollar he
or she might spend.

“We also feel that it is the respon-
sibility of each individual to be-ac-
tive in the community. This tradition
started in our family with Cecil and
continues today.”

EARLY PICTURE
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[from the OFFICIAL SOUVENIR BOOKLET]
Newcomerstown’s Sesquicentenial
1814 - 1964

Through the Years
How Newcomerstown got its name is rather a mystery. There is the legend and also the

story which David Zeisberger passed on.

The legend tells of Mary Harris captured in Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1704 as a child
and later becoming the white wife of Chief Eagle Feather whose tribe lived about half-way

between Coshocton and Walhonding on what is now Route 36.

Mary Harris apparently had quite an influence in Chief Eagle Feather’s tribe as his
village became known as White Woman’s Town.

Years later, on one of his raids into the Virginia Territory, Chief Eagle Feather captured
another white woman for a second wife. What occurred between these two white women is
not known but one morning Chief Eagle Feather was discovered dead with his own
tomahawk buried in his skull and the "necomer,” as Mary Harris supposedly called her was

gone.

The newcomer was captured on the present site of our town and returned to the village of
Chief Eagle Feather and put to death.

Chistopher Gist, a surveyor for the Ohio Land Company had talked to Mary Harris in
1750 and gave no indication, as erroneously reported by several Ohioe history writers, of
having seen the newcomer executed.

David Zeisberger tells us that Newcomerstown was the village of Chief Natawatwes who
later changed his name to King Necomer.

King Neweomer had invited Zeisberger to preach to his tribe and on March 14, 1771,
Zeisberger preached the first Protestant sermon west of the Alleghenies.

Soon after this event the Delawares abandoned Newcomerstown and moved to
Coshocton.

The Revolutionary War period found wandering bands of Indians using the abandoned
Delaware cabins and perhaps such men as Simon Girty, Brandt, McKee and Lewis

Wetzel used them too.

After the Revolutionary War several squatters moved into this territory and when
Tuscarawas County was organized in 1808, Oxford Township became one of the four

original townships.

In 1813 Judge Nicholas Neighbor came from New Jersey and bought 1900 acres in the
northwest corner of Oxford Township. He returned again in 1814 bringing a party of about
60 people with him. This group lived in the abandoned Indian cabins until their own were

built.

Judge Neighbor was later an associate judge and lived in New Philadelphia. While there,

2/24/01 5:44 PM



All Exist in Our Hometown http://worldwidegallery.com/The.Archives/Newcomerstown/nct_04.htm

he served at the trial of John Funston for the mercenary murdering of the postboy. He
returned here and in 1827 laid out the village, giving it the name Newcomerstown and

served as its first postmaster.

Judge Neighber’s son-in-law, Jacob Miller, was the town’s first teacher starting school
about 1818.

In 1825 by an act of the Ohio Legislature, the Ohio Canal came into being. This canal
played a prominent role in the history of Newecomerstown for 81 years.

The canal was built in 1827 and the locks were about a mile apart. Over the canal in
Newecomerstown there were several bridges which swung on pivots and were operated
manually; one at Bridge Street, one at River Street and the railroad bridge crossing the
Cleveland and Marietta tracks on Canal Street.

John Garfield, the father of President Garfield, was one of the construction
superintendents of one of the locks and young Garfield often played along the banks of the

canal.

Many local citizens worked on the canal as masons, millwrights, carpenters, boatsmen, dock
loaders and lock handlers.

The long, heavy boats hauled grains of all kinds from this vicinity to the storage bins in New
Philadelphia and Dover. They also hauled coal, lumber and ores. There were specially

adapted boats called packets which were used for carrying passengers.

The canal served as a center of life for the young people of the community too. There was
fishing, canoeing, and Sunday School picnic excursions to Port Washington and Orange in

the summer and ice skating in the winter.

The population expansion due to the canal led to the springing up of sawmills, grainmills,
potteries and a woolen mill. The schools became overcrowded and in 1849 a regular school
system was passed by a 1 vote plurality and in 1856 the Union School was built on College
Street. Churches sprang up too and in 1830 the first church, the Methedist Episcopal, was
organized; in 1832 the Lutheran Church, to which the Neighbors belonged, was
established and in 1843 the Methodist Protestant Church (the College Street Methodist)

was established.

The canal hit its peak in the 1860°s but with the railroads expanding their lines and service
and having faster freighting, the canal began to decline and although it was not officially

discontinued until 1908, it then had been out of use for many years.

One outstanding event in Newcomerstown’s railroad history was in 1861. President
Abraham Lincoln spoke here from a rear platform on one of his personal appearance

tours.

After the Civil War, Newcomerstown, along with the rest of the North, boomed
economically. 1876 saw the formation of the Presbyterian Church, in 1883 the Oxford
Bank was founded by George Mulvane and Theodore Crater. In 1884 the Baltimore

Clothing Company began and in 1887 the W.M. Brode Company began operating.

2 of4 2/24/01 5:44 PM



All Exist in Our Hometown http://worldwidegallery.com/The.Archives/Newcomerstown/nct_04.htm

3 of4

Then came the "Gay Nineties" with its high starched collars and Newcomerstown got the
Clow Plant, the Building and Lean Company and the "Opry House" located on the
present site of the Municipal Building. The Opry House was lit with kerosene oil lamps
and an enormous chandelier hung from the ceiling. Such plays as Uncle Tom’s Cabin, The
Farmer’s Daughter, and many minstrels played there. The schools also used the stage for

plays and graduation exercises.

In 1900 the population growth forced the building of two new school buildings; one
occupying the site of the Union School and the other was erected at the corner of State and

River Streets where the Kroger Market is now located.

Three new churches appeared around this time also; the Church of Christ in 1901, the
First Baptist Church in 1902, and the United Brethren Church in 1906.

1907 was a banner year for Newcomerstown. This year saw the advent of street lights.

In 1913 the Sterling Faucet Company came to Newcomerstown (it was destroyed by fire
in 1939) and in 1917 the Heller Brothers Company began here and the Saint Francis De

Sales Roman Catholic Church was organized.

The schools were expanded again in 1924 and the present high school building on the corner
of State and River Streets was erected. The Goshen Brick Company started in that year
also. It supplied brick for the Municipal Building and the Sewage Disposal Plant, among
many other buildings.

In 1927 the Ritz Theater was built and in 1932 the Foursquare Gospel Church was
established and in 1935 the Church of the Nazarene was organized.

Also in 1935, the Newcomerstown Public Library was organized. When it opened in June
in the Kaden Building on Main Street, it had a collection of two thousand books bought or

donated by the townspeople.

In 1936 the school population growth led to the construction of an addition to the high
school.

1937 saw the organization of the Assembly of God Church, Cy Young voted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame, and an earthquake scare. The new post office building went up that

year also.

Newcomerstown celebrated its 125th anniversary with a parade and a pageant in 1939.

During the World War I, Newcomerstown did its part in the gas and meat rationing.
Many local men and boys died in the Armed Forces and people back home worked in the

local plants which had turned to defense work.

Post-war expansion brought the Alchrome Products Company here in 1946 where it was
built on the site of the Sterling Faucet Company. In 1947 the first parking meters were
installed downtown and Route 21 was dedicated as a memorial highway. The Junior
Chamber of Commerce and the Tiny Tot Corporation both began in 1948.

The Cy Young Park with its swimming pool and picnic area was dedicated in 1950. This
same year also saw a Pennsylvania Railread flier ramming a troop train and killing 33

men, and the worst blizzard on record with 20 inches of snow.
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In a drive spearheaded by the Newcomerstown Chamber of Commerce, the Seiberling
Rubber Company, Plastics Division, was brought here and began production in 1954.

Since that time it has expanded twice.

Marech 11, 1955 is an outstanding day in Newcomerstown history. This is the date of the
tornado which damaged the East Schoel building beyond repair, destroyed the College
Street Methodist Church, damaged the Lutheran Church and spread general havoc over
the whole town.

The tornado damage led to the construction of the present East and West School buildings
in 1957.

The Goshen Brick Company’s production line was destroyed by fire in 1958 and with a
monumental effort on the part of employees, employers and construction workers was soon

back in production.

The library moved into its permanent home in the bank building in 1960 and the Laundromat
opened.

In 1963 industry again expanded in our town with the Kurz-Kasch plant and the Groovfold
Company and something new in the way of farming, the John’s Egg Farm which has 6000

caged hens and 1 roaming rooster in a climate controlled chicken house.

The Weather Seal Corporation began operating here in 1964. Newcomerstown is
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year.
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Brick sidewalks still line the
streets in several parts of
Newcomerstown and many of those
bricks have the letters NBCO im-
printed on their side. Reportedly,
the bricks used to pave North River
Street and Canal Street also have
those imprints.

The letters stand for the Novelty
Brick Co., which was located south
of the Tuscarawas River behind the
present substation just' past the
River Street bridge. The company’s
demise came in 1930 after years of
mining and coal for the

Neweanetstown, remembers his
father, Lewis, was chief engineer for
the Novelty Brick Co. His primary
job was to operate the steam
generating plant, which produced
electricity and compressed air.

Some of the surplus electricity
was sold to Newcomerstown for
operating the electric arc street
lights. These lights’ luminescence
was derived by electrical charges,
causing two carbon rods to arc. This
type of light often created a loud and
sputtering sound.

Coal for the plant was obtained
from the Timmons Hill mine, just
behind the factory, and at another
location near the Post Boy Tunnel. A
four-inch steel air line was run along
the railroad tracks from the steam
generating plant to the coal mine
near Post Boy to carry compressed
air used in the mining operation.
Coal was hauled by the C&M
Railroad to the brick plant.

The father of Willard Ames of
Newcomerstown was once a
foreman at the southern coal opera-
tion.

One of the stories about the com-
pany said there was a very stubborn
mule, named Pug, who had to be
“influenced strongly’’ to pull his
ioad at times.

A man named Dickey Shoemaker
was one of the owners of the Novelty
Brick Co. and reportedly built the

_ brick house on State Street beside
Boyd's Dairy Bar to prevent the con-
tinuance of South Goodrich Street.

Another old brick company in the
area was The Globe Brick Company,

Shown is the old Novelty Brick Co. of Newcomerstown.  shows the tipple, the C&M spur and the kilns. The gash
The pump shed in the foreground was used to pump  behind the plant was where shale and clay had been

A bit of - ist
 underneath our
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Dan McConnell of
Newcomerstown said the Globe
Brick Co. produced brick for
smokestacks. These bricks had a
curvature and had holes through
them to reduce their weight.

Robert Palmer of
Newcomerstown said his father,
Russell, was the last superintendent
of the old Globe Co.

The plant mined its clay and coal
from the hill east of the plant.
Although the clay and coal came
from the same hill, they were mined
at different levels.

The 1913 flood apparently caused
considerable damage to the Globe
factory, but it was put back in opera-
tion. Local men who worked in the
factory, if they were good workers,
often made as much as 40 cents an
hour. There were mo unions, no
cafeterias, and most men working at
the plant, and the Novelty Brick Co.,
walked to work.

The C&M Railroad had a spur

smokestack was built, a post was
placed in the center wth a metal arm
that may be rotated. This allowed
the stack to be constructed in a cir-
cle. As the stack went up, a wooden
platformm was constructed within it
and the pole was placed on top of the

. wooden platform. This procedure

was repeated until the stack was
completed.

So, the next time area residents
walk on those brick sidewalks, they
can note the bits of history under
their feet.
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THE NOVELTY BRICK CO.

water from the creek and the large shed to the left mined.
housed the mules used at the factory. The picture also
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Old Records Res

At the time the village of
Newcomerstown was first laid
out by Judge Nicholas Neighbor

© in 1827, it existed as a hamlet
without a corporate charter un-
til after the close of the Civil

© War.

First mayor was John Wil-
son, who had served as a lieu-
tenant in the 80th Ohio Volun-
teers in the Civil War. He was
elected in the fall of 1868 and
files his bond in the sum of
$1,000 on Nov. 17 that year.

The first council men were
A, J. Wilkin, William S. Dent,

The first village marshal was
Joshua Wier,

Another vital service, the free
delivery of mail, was inaugur-
ated July 1, 1920. Judge Neigh-
bor had been the first postmas-
ter in the town.

Records now on file in May-
or J. A. Tufford’s office show
some interesting data including
a Dec. 29, 1913, ordinance em-

I. Creter Jr. and T. Hartshorn.:

SESQUI-CE
SPEC

Ladies
Rubber
Gloves

Reg. .69 25¢ pr.

House Vinyl

Floors
Sanded
New eor Old

Paint Wall Paint Paint
$2.99 gal. | $2.99 gal. B ey 7o oo
YOCKEY'S HARDWARE
Phone 498-7133 Newcomersiewn

NTENNIAL
TALS!

Latex

Spray

Firemen

ploying a night policeman who
was to work 12 hours of each
24 — 6 p. m, to 6 a. m, It stat-
ed his duties were “keeping the
peace, arresting offenders and
taking them before the mayor
or the officer.”

The peliceman was required
“to patrol ad inspect at least
once each and every night, res-
idential portions of said village
as well as all business portions
of same.”

His pay was to include “such
fees as are allowed to the mar-
shall by law and ordered for ar-
rests, service of writs and oth-
‘erwise.”” He also was to receive
i$50 per month, Mayor Lloyd
I Murphy signed that document.

Government services in New-
comerstown have expanded and
modernized through the years
and are presently housed in a
modern municipal building.

The earliest records available
of the volunteer fire depart-
ment are in 1870, but there were
|departments for many years
prior to that. The first method
was a bucket brigade from the
Ohio Canal and subsequently a
hand pumper and hook and lad-

FIIM _.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
NEWCOMERSTOWN!

50 Rolls Kedak B & W 127 & 620

SAT.
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Ae rall

der wagon were purchased.
Later, five two-wheel hose
‘carts were placed at different
places in town. Firemen were
\first called by church bells, but
|when the city hall was built in
{1884 a fire bell was placed in a

Carrie Nafion
Visits Saloon,

F

Have you heard about the

Manned

* ¥ ¥

belfry on top of the building. It
was rung with a pump handle on
the first floor.

First records of the original
Oxford Fire Department were
in 1879, “Leb” Sargent was
chief, The record then is blank
until 1899 which shows L. H.
Kelly, J. E: Hankshaw, Robert

Bicke:
chief.
The
had 5(
Claren
chief
old H
purch
newer
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ment, Newcomerstown had r

eal Village

bucket Brigade In Canal Days i

L * LR S S L not named, would be paid n
id John Warner as|since that time. It served in the troop train| The resolution stated that a|™Or® than $10 for each d:
The emergency squad ' was|wreck disaster at West Lafay-|“serious epidemic of smallpox work?d. His d”tle:” were

ford Fire Company|founded when the Elks lodge|ette. is threatened unless adequate|check all cases reported to hir
He was to send his bill to t

mbers until 1924 when |presented the deparfment with| Ordinances instituted in the|measures are undertaken to
Warner was made|a resuscitator. It was the only|village also provide interesting|check the same by quarantine
new department. An|equipment until 1945 when a|sidelights. A number were pass-|and frequent examinations of
-Reo fire truck was|Dodge panel truck was purchas-{ed July 30, 1913, requiring all|suspicious cases by a compet-
then and severalled by the department and|vehicles to “keep to the right|ent physician and by a prompt!payment.
cks have been boughtlequipped for ‘emergency use. side of fthe street except when|vaccinations of appropriate per-| Other records indicated t
i , (necessary to turn to the left in song » - board of health was establish
Eropsing the, sheel or GYBEs- According to the old docu-jJan. 29, 1900.
ing another vehicle. .

Another unusual requirement
stated no vehicle was to “stop
any longer than to allow occu-
pants to alight or persons to
enter.” Fines were from $2 to|;
$50 or imprisonment for 30 days
or both for violators of the reg-
ulations, which filled several
hand written pages.

A Nov. 4, 1878, ordinance list-
ed procedures for mayor’s court
in the village, including provi-
sions for juries. On Dec. 10,
1900, a measure was passed al-
lowing the mayor to appoint spe-
cial police at $4.25 per day.

An appropriation ordinance of
Aug. 3, 1913, also shows how
costs have increased through

. 'txllxslu};lee?irs.oixtl tOt?li% $7f’21?4 a.‘:;d WORKMAN DIED HERE—A bridge repairman died an
! Marsh lsl $§00° t§ o 0‘2’_1 8| four other men were hurt on the River st bridge her
e » OWher DONCE| i, 1913, One of the spans toppled while they were o

$325, buildings $30, firemen t ] ‘
$150, fire apparatus $550, detec- tempting to repair it after the 1913 flood.

tive $100, contingent $100, street
repair $750, street lighting $2,-
300, uarks $50, health $212.50.
The village also established a
health department Jan. 29,
1900. Records indicate a small-
pox epidemic was In effect Feb.
14, 1918, leading to special ac-

= onsi A amidriod | W ALL SUMMER MéchANmsE
Limmer Lumber)| 25 T0 50% OFF
Gpens In 1892 l Ladies R rapatilie i G Sk

Reg. Retail $2.29 to $10.98
25% OFF

board of health and, if it w
found to be correct, they wot
certify it to village council 1

k Wilson end Russell Bean, son of a former su-
he Rex File Co. following the April 12, 1917, fire
y village industry. In the lower photo, a group of
irack after the 1¥13 flood, The file company is

| The Zimmer Lumber Com-
—mcane wermm Fassrmdad fwm 100D Lee
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