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POST BOY 

Had Jobn run.-,ton e \>om a oentU1"J•a.nci•a-quarter later, he no 4oubt 

would have been re a a 8 pl"Obl child•, and 11- eaning eooi•ty would 

ha•• tt pt to gui • i• erring t et. But u it ..., , bia particular 

"bwldle traa Heaveo• arriy round 1803 in a rough • tter•s oabia 

and eo ~~11 did he thrive that by 1825 b • the doubttul distinoiion I 

County' tint a ida.te for o~pital puni~bm•nt. 

tlo r•aorcl hne be a p rv of the exact at• or plao~ of John li'wliato.a ' 

birtht it is known ho Yer, that N:lobolae ton and h1e larg l il7 wen 

quatten the land a ehori cliet eut nt wn en pi n l"S 

firttt eU.nto .thrxt rE<gion in 161•. Tb eton family U.Y by bunting and 

, aud no doubt roug John • lJ' 1 the al"t ot killb.g. Appar nt-

ly, lite ill thG te.mU7 oirol not al ya nio-ae, aa tbie eicoerp't tro 

biographical • etah in the Coun°'y Hilto17 imlioat a • iltoa 

Saith...... a oarpezrter and c to Ohio in 182lt ork t hia trade in 

Go hen hip. John runaton, th onl1 rderer ezecuted; in thi• count7, 

hie pp~nti • Young F--une on poaaesa Tiolent. t p~r, ar.td had. tre-

qu nt ercationa witb hie t thar. Th• la1t1u•, in a rage, on • thr ten 

to aboot hie ~on• and punued through th od , with t t vo ecil purpose. 

·~r. Smith, chancing to p • by, pre'h.U d on the irate fath•r to pe it the 

• to l'k tor him. He did not r la a gr at while, boweYer.• 

... .-.......... County wae o aniaeci in 1808, and within a abort time tbe 

country b loet ite as • t ot wild• l.lp rapidlJJ 

n~irrow .. 1an trail which wouncl along the bill• or bee e the riTer to 

conneot the been to allow th age t the 

white ox t • Trac 
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••entuallJ JoiDed ot er roads whiola on't'erged on the pu1 through the All•• 

gbeni • to the e t hen all th• whit • had c •. Not only d1c1 the, roadl• 

br1ng new n i hbora to the pioneer fu.111••• but th4tJ 'brought itinera:dt 

preachers, tnutere. and tinallJt the po• • 

. l ith their coming, life ill a aq tter' • cabin gnw f' irkeome. People 

ha•.ing a legitimate olah to t • lucl arriTed to tak$ po•H• ion• and their 

cl ringe de wild an ud hunting ditticn.tlt. 

Perh P• John runeton touad loitering about frontier cabin• and t a•erna 

pnferabl& to lonely tri • through the tor91t in • rcll ot $•.me. No doubt be 

enjoyed the rough ooapanionahip and the raw wbi1ke7 which he found ther~. 

Along ·tn r d1 b saw e h • et range to one ocuat to t • wilderness• 

He troa l afy thick&t• while newcClllt8n, slnglr or in noill7 group•• 

1nftd. hie bunting ground. And. • tiaee be • epp aside fnm the trail to 

allow drOTen to paee. The • roTe herd• ot oatt1e1 bog•, or tlocb ot aheep 

or ev 11 turk919 tr e ckwood• where they had eea fatt ,ened, to tbs •rkt1a 

in Pittsburgh or Pbilad 1 ia. Th• drover had & elow, arduous trip on bi• 

y e.aat, but he al y r turned with a eelt• atilltied air. Sometillee the 

money po.id hill tor the a oli>k or poultry u•ri to bllf a load of aerchandiae • 

Trading with the pioneera •• a profitable bu•inee1, for euoh staples u 

1alt, nail• or gl • •Y• in gr t d • Cott•• 'lPhioh oould be 

bought in tbe e tem citie• tor c parati"fely low figure could be neolcl 

in Coshocton tor aevent1•fiTe oent• to ou dollar per poW.Ml• an4 calioo wu 

oft ._.orth a dollar per ;va.rd • 

But at other t ea th.a dr Yer retumed by foot ol" oJS hone'baok, and then, 

even Wl9ohooled 'brain like J'ohn hn.aton•e aould cliaoern that the was 

•arrying o 8J• rder ot droTertt tor their money a treque \ oocurrence, 
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an John Uet with avidltr to !!.ll tbe thrilliag dn&ila ot th • 

qu~'ltitio~ ot wh key l e 9d oookwoode tongu•e. Pariinla.rl7 di • ~nJ07 

th<!! tale oonoemin be ovel" •lflha, follcrr.aig a night spent 1n pion•ar 

t v m, ie ove after b ae·t out oa hb jo\U'll•1 th• next orning, that 

• o er in hie pilltol• 

thue def nael ••• • n ttao 

came to know o of -t • cro•1en by n 

tbe lonely, e do 

oiouely ·.rn.lk with 

ro da. He envi 

go.it, 

, ro 4. Gre 17 be 

II d to n.toh tor their 

their air ot imp ri ca, 

p ling aimle ely through he 

foi'eet, he Id h lt th• olri:ler ot the drover' ~ 

•· ·uo p..,..,,,'!"'-•n t 

that yer:..r ~b 

7oung ~tate. S 

en.ch 4ay to widen th 

the rout of • n b 

at 

nl oivili ti d een · e Ohio by 1825. Jue'\ 

croae th river to entel" i; • 

orkirag tr da o lllk 

eling,to the eata thi• 

t toi" 

d de1, tb 

Tve tJ · e north another ro 

Co boctoa, T\aa_.La.••- · H rrieon Cowniea. 'l'hb latt•r ro 

autho • '1 tl nt at 

Coshocton with Ca.diz., oth ·r led twari. By 1825, Co booton 

tboQb not 1•t :l.noo a population of bet t o-h · an two-

b\llldr titty pe ple . They wn re fortunate t 7 pi-oneere in that 

they al adr bad poatal connectione with the eaet . e Poat ater' e • 

mu'o"• • carried cm bore ck, b7 a yo 

r • regularlr between Coehorion d n•Po1'tt ne Cadil .. 

Tht ninth of Sept er t ve b ob like any o hel' 

nil:rth of S pt er er aoutbeutern Ohio. No doubt the pre•iou ni bt 



bad a a trtn$ ohillJJ poHibly tog eettl in the Tal.1919 ri'"1 

the cOllin I oniing had linge on in tbe ahadow of • hill$. Perha 

a. In g and tulip re 1 • already Gbang fr t d g - to gold and 

red 1n the toruta, while r1 t. • o, t bb &old.enrod ·e.00 tall, purple 

1rouwe&4 ii8.de roadeid• rainbon ' and all the roUiag hill• 

re lightly oover '1th a v•il of blue ba•• whieb clh'tanoe deep • into 

•i 1 ... 

Surely ~111 Cari 11, th C hoaton poet °'' at ~• ben anre ot 
311 the b ut:r arowsd him that 1r1da:r momirlg •• let n pori, DOllfft rel 

bound. H:l.8 ute lay up d d th• Ula by 'fla'1 ot ~entoheetar, 

a •• the ooni r of Tua County eouth ot the little ee~tlement ot 

Nncomentowu, entend the T River valley lltar the 

Coeboet0n CoWlty line. Hie tri though long, vu aner lonely 1 for each 1• ~ 

re pioneer oabiaa otted • hill•• ( hey etill re aria in tbe 

Talley H On thb particular rniDg be Joined by ano'iher t ••l•r - a 

n J on1wbo iii hie 1 in SteubenYill • Young Cart ell 

co to think ot John Booth'• bin eouth of N c town the halt-

point in hi• j um•J• The ro pa•t Booth'• eec a lo hill dipped 

into a n ere ha croesed a lit"'tle etr it b th• ascent 

ot the la1t of· bill• to be oroe t re reacb.iAg th• :ver • Thel"G 

a pring t the toot of the hill, Johnaon eoided to atop tor 

drink. Cart all r e on, no 4C>Ubt. bel:l.ev:ing hi• com 1o QJ.d •oon reJoill 

bbl . he u•ed with Johna , hie lite would. probably baY• b~•n ea.Tedi 

fof' 8.8 it 1 John f'unllton beli bbl to e & GJ"OYel" eQ S ltaer. 

Johna h the ahot. and hurri the place ere hi ao ion had. 

fallen . he OTer '\he dead et oy a roucJl-lootizlg 

ppro d through th uahea t ~be aide of the rod.. Th y con en ai 
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• le h am:l tinally decided at th e1t proce ure ould be tor Johnson 

to ride back to Booth*• ile the o'h•r woul go ia th• oppoeUa~ directioa 

the other did not re ear and no other pereo~ bad been present, hi• 

at rJ ao't }, 11 Ted. A • a ot indeoieiun ~uring }dlicb no trace 

oould bi& fow:ad of fll1J' ot er JD'Wft.ierer, John on waa Jail · · Nn Pbilaclelpbia 

o S pt · r eixt nth. So · ill•i1rt'\entl1 did be ~~t.aill h1 irmoctnca however, 

l ~ proc • re was deo14eel uponJ it ~u.e ntirely to 

J'o!me '• ueerUon that be ould know · • otbe~ f!!8.D it he e·rer eu M.111. Thie 

'* .- •• Comitat.u~· or .. power ot tb• oount7•, ~ by it, 

n 11.l the · outbel"Jl pan ot the cowr\y requ.irecl to 

lphia on Sunday, 5 p ber tv,;enty-tifth. Therl) they w re 

lined up 1n a row ne the ooun-bo a, the ritoner e bro ght out, and 

'b him ina otion. One o ine tbe paiutakiag oare wi'\h whi he 

re rd •. AJS4 what reli t mwst have be0ri in 

hi Toioe a , f '4 ly pauaiiig \:; tore John 1?wlaton be ori • .. Thia • •• • 

h c with bill tna Oxtcrd To"Vns'bip thnt morning r1111e!DbE>l'ed th$) nluotano'7 

one ted t.o Join th• party "6 Jolm~o~ had told hie captors 

t • •t er •tood bHid• him in the ro " by the poet 'bo7• l.>od.J, 

the sheritt turn b c Fuuton' • •l • 18 8C&I' 

e rev • • inetantl1 Jailed and J obne ter it 

,'g .. ,._... ihat t -dollar , ote w iob the rdencl bo1 own to 

haYe had• b 'be n uaed by Jl'\lllaton to pay in to b r1ne. 

The tri&l b r l6p 18251 ritb J • e Ale.D.Ader Harper ot 

St.eu !lle p • The old Ohio COfl..•titution providecl tor a Pr••i~ent 

who ned a eirouit & raoing many oountie 

and three Aeeociate J e tr ea.ch county, who act in their o court 
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with th<i! · r .. ident Ju g • The ••ociate J u did aot neaaeaarilr ..... 1. 

legal training, but "re J •t l , influential oi~b who held their 

ottioo tor .(I. t of aev n 1 n "it •o 1 they b T " well". Hietorioal 

account of the Fuutoa trial eh 'thai OAlJ t,·o A1:1eoola'te . ..Ttacl ea • re 

re.eent. 

Th trial ot l:hort dUl"lltion. It began on · edne• y, was gi'Hn to th• 

io deat!a. Th• date tor 

th exooution set tor Deo er 309 1825, 

The nig11t before ton t be execut d, he n.tttmpted •uicid by 

b h ell with hie • • •1 broke 8Yer, u.d he veverelr 

brulead. e • l t tall. Tbe 11 at aoning J e P~l.tr1okt one of th• 

county's m t influential oiti1 pu li1ber ot the • Cbron1cle1 

obtain t m Ml oonftHion of guilt from J'unston. It wa• in thi• war '\hat 

his :lutenti to • dro-..er, S ltaer, ne le ed. 

The day ot th• hangill 

gather t N h acrt. ')oon altar noon an itiDerant 

praa.cher, R •• Parker •:.-111 1 . Te t apirUual n.id he could, and 

a abort time 1 ter, th trap having t>ean r l wb.en Sherill ',alter Bl • • 

out th r eu.pporiing it, f'unttt\"t\'i. we.a dead. Hi body e pln,oed in a. cottin. 

load into a cart b1 hie two lit"le broth• , , and brought 'back to bis 

father' ho e ea of N we to • Tbef'e the elder un11ton dug a gr~v• tor 

hia t anty-t l"•old eon in tho t f a r e of tree1, a.mt h Ying 

buri him, tell th t e over the ea.rrecl ro • Soon after tbb the 

ton family left OxtoJ"d T hi w t tar into the waat rn wilderne1•. 

For 

Olevel 

y '1 n • 1ang rs riding on th• t ine 
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•Ohool, a g e store, two or t~ree hou..e - tucked 4 b twe the 

rellinz hill&. And perhaps they wer. pun1 the .train• chugging along 

to make the grad~ intCJ the tunnel, • owed . almost to a s1op at the little 

depot, tor the name on the signboard wa "POST BOY•. 


