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Assembly of God was started in 1937, they first met in a storeroom. In 1940 they built 
a building at 311 S. College St. In 1974 a fellowship hall was added. 

Baptist Chapel Mission began in 1963. The group first met in the Powell Building 
658 W. Main Street. In 1965 it was incorporated and moved to the Leading Building at 
223 W.Main St. The name was changed to Valley View Baptist Church. In 1967 the 
Greyhound Post House became available and the congregation decided to purchase this 
building. This Church used 320 S. Pilling St. as their address. The Post House had been 
402 S. Pilling St. 

Baptist - First Baptist Church organized in a home of Isaac Evans in Oxford Township, 
Coshocton County, called the White Eyes Plains Church on Nov. 5, 1825. It was a brick 
building 30x60 with a slate roof. It was across from the Union one room school, which was 
located about three miles west of Newcomerstown. Years after the White Eyes Plains 
Church was established, a meeting was held on Sunday, August 26, 1900 t.o discuss the 
possibilities of starting a mission in Newcomerstown. The next Sunday it was reported 
that the Town Hall in Newcomerstown would be available for services free of any charge 
exept for heat and light. A year later, the White Eyes Plains Church and the Pleasant View 
Baptist Church pledged to support the Newcomerstown Mission. The first Sunday School 
was established a month after the pledge. A charter was signed in 1902 and the mission 
became a Baptist Church. A lot with a small building on it that had been used as a meat 
market was purchased. The meat shop was then transformed into a House of Worship, 
which served as the First Baptist Church until 1915. A new church building was built on this 
lot in 1915 and it was later replaced in 1966. 

Baptist - A Baptist society was here prior to 1884. 
Baptist - The Trinity Baptist Church was Organized in 1908. The Church building was 

located at 586 Clow Ave. In 1923 it was desb.·oyed by fire. In 1925 the building was replaced. 
The first chairs used in this church were from the Old Opera House. 

Catholic - St. Francis De Sales, established in 1917. They bought property at 449 E. State 
St. in 1818 and converted it for use as a church. Later the Lanning house on Goodrich St. 
was used. In 1938 a new church building was built at 446 S. River St. Fellowship Hall 1969. 

Church of Christ was established in 1901, Building was at 560 W. State St. They built a 
new building at 475 S. Goodrich St. in 1960. 

Church of God was begun as mission work. It started in Newcomerstown in Jan. 1966 at 
the Powell Building at 658 W. State St., which had formerly held another congregation's 
meetings, now was used to house the Church of God's services. In 1970 they purchased the 
Old Trinity Methodist Church which is located at 301 W. Church St. 

Evangelical United Brethren Church met at 117 S. River St. upstairs from 1900 to 1906 
before moving to a new building at 157 W. State St. in 1906. In 1946 the Evangelical United 
Brethren and the United Brethren Church were merged and became the United Brethren 
Church. In 1968 when the United Brethren Church milt.eel with the Methodist Church. the 
congregation elected to stay in their own church building, but renamed the church the 
Calvary United Methodist Church. 
Four Square Gospel Church began in 1932. It was located in an upstairs room at 117 S. 

River St. Later the group moved to Canal St. (the Ortt Building) and then to the Hai·tly lot 
just off State St. In 1937 the present church building was built at 315 S. West St. 
and remodeled in 1962 
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Lutherans - Evangelical English Lutheran Church first met in a log school house which also 

served as a Community Center. They_ were founded on Nov. 11, 1832 and stayed until 1838. 
This school house was built about 1820 and was located on the south side of the Pioneer 
Cemetery. The property for th~ cemetery and the school had been given to the village by 
Andrew Creter. In 1838 they bought property and built a new two story brick building on 
Neighbor St. The property was bought from Nicholas Neighbor. Emanuel Greenwald was 
the pastor in both locations. John Rodney bought the building in 1869 and changed it into a 
dwelling. St. Paul Lutheran Church built a new building at 121 - 123 S. College St. in 1869 
It was a two-story frame building. The Masonic Lodge was on the second floor. A new brick 
building was built in 1906. 

Methodist - St. Paul's African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded in 1920 at 551 
Clow Ave. 
Methodist - Christ United Methodist Church. The College St. Methodist Church and 

Trinity Methodist Church merged in 1966: The combined congregation then worshiped in 
the Trinity Methodist Church building at 301 W. Chtu-ch St. until the new church complex 
at 648 Oak St. was completed in 1969. 
Methodist - Methodist Episcopal Chmch, 301 W. Church St. was organized in 1830, they 

met in school houses and homes until 1835. A brick church was built in 1836. In 1866-67 a 
new frame structure was built on the old site. In 1916 a new brick building was built. They 
merged with the Methodist Protestant Church at 145 E. Canal St. (1939-ML) 

Methodist - Methodist Protestant Church was organized in 1842. the first church was built 
on the east side of the present Presbyterian Church. New building built at 145 E.' Canal St. 
in 1878. They mergeci with the Methodist Episcopal Church in1939. 
They changed their name to College St. Methodist Church. in 1955 the building 
was damaged by a tornado. They moved to the Touraine Supper Club building on N. 
College St. in 1955. In 1966 they merged with the Trinity Methodist. The property was sold 
to the State of Ohio. The building to be removed for Route 36 by-pass (1966-ML) 

Methodist - Trinity Methodist Church bought the building at 301 W. Church from the 
Methodist Episcopal Chm·ch about 1839. In 1970 it was sold to the Church of Goel. 
Presbyterian Church was organized Nov. 13, 1876 and met in the former Methodist 

Protestant Church in the frame building on the land now occupied by the Post Office at 
133 W. Canal St. until their building was erected in 1878 on its present site. The Manse, 
since Feb. 14, 1900, the home of all pastors was purchased from Dr. J. R. McElory and sits 
on the property adjacent to the church on the west side . 

Nazarene - Church of the Nazarene, established in 1935 and first met in the Duff Hall at 
117 S. River St .. Later the group bought a church building in Plainfield, Ohio. They then 
moved to 351 W. Neighbor St. In 1943 a new church building was built on the same site . 
In 1954 a new and larger building was built. In 1965 a new addition was added after 
buying the adjoining property. 

Scriptural Holiness Church was formed in 1962. The former Church of Christ building at 
560 W. State St. was bought for their use. They became the Church of Christ in Christian 
Union. 
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Rev .. Gr~nwald. This was the first church ID New- · 
cmuerstown. 

· lo this chureh was hung the first bell ofN:ewcomer-
stown. The bell Was brought to town by a canal boat in 
1841 .. Not only was i~ used to sumnionthe periple to 
worship, but it also served as a fire t;>eU aI)d was ~s~ to 
note the beginning ·of town council meetings. It al~o 
. tollCd the funeral dirge.- the ringing sound of this his-
tOric bell still calls th¢ Congregation to woI'Ship. ' 

SeiVice8 were held in : this church i.tritil Aug. 18, . 
1869, wtien the bliilding was sold JOJ<;>hn RodnCy, who . 
converted it into a .dwelling. ·The Bo6th Apartments 
now staiid on the . site. · 
. .. the "seeond oongregatlonal building was the.first 
building at the presentlocatiqn, 121 S. ·CoJie~e St. It 
was a frame; two-striry building and was btiilt by the . 
congregation at ·a oost, of $3,500._Th_e co~~to~ "'.as. 
laid Oct.. 29, 1869. ~ church was dedicated ID die 
-spring:of 1870. The second floor 'Was rented by th-e . 

· Masons; the village's oldes.t 1<>4g~. F<;>r a time, the rear · ·. 
of lhe st:nlctlire was ·used fot a community college, or 
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St00e'tie4, Port Washingwn, SoqOta and'Ada.msville ' asse~bly Mong ·~jth a low •. ~oraiive brick wa~ ·~as 
· w¢re at times· p3rt o~ ~ · charge. · · _ . -· · · . oonstructed with the name of·the churcb, T~ .pnginal 
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LUTHERAN CNURcH 



Rev. John Fabian 1958-1963 

Cornerstone laid for education addi-
tion and remodeling 

FRAME CHURCH 
1218.COLLEGEST. 

Dedicated on Oct. 29, 1869 

BRICK CHURCH ON RODNEY'S IULL 
Services began 1838 

ST. JACOB'S CHURCH 

BRICK CHURCH 121 COLLEGE ST. 
Dedicated Dec.15-18, 1908 



· .... <J'he Jfistory of 
St. (j'au{ <£, vangefica{ 

Lutheran Cliurcli 
_ , Th~ bell ~~that summoned buildings throughout town 

-_the-ipeople _ ~~--worship also until repairs were made. 
served as a f.tre-_Jxill and was The wooden structure 
used t({ n6te ti).e' b~ginning of supporting the -·-bell had 
town cou.ri.cil meetillgs. It was deteriorated through the 
brought to ' fown by'i~ canal many years of service and in · 
boat in 1841. -It wa.S the first 1868 heavy wooden beams 
bell in the community and was were installed so the historic 
recently salvaged from the bell could once more toll. By 
burned structure in 1999 to 1974, the belfry was in need 
be placed in the new church of further repairs along with 
once ifs built. The second the top half of the copular 
congregational building was being repaired and a cross 
the original structure at 121 added. 
South College Street. It was a An education wing was 
framed two story building added in 1962. It was two 
built by the cong,:egation. floors and consisted of Sunday 

The second floor was school rooms, rest rooms, 
rented to the Masons. For a coatrooms, stairwells and a 
time, the rear of the structure hot water heating system. 
was used for a community Additional improvements 
college, thus the name College -:Jf,yyere made. 

-: ~:: ,,::sf!~~itW~church b ,~~ _ · ::~~f~~s~J~~~;~;:;=~~alai!~ 
~~>--; -~ 'Was.::.tb;e- seGond one att. · e :·;'. ::~···church, the original oil lamp 
'-,~/:+~ _College ·· Street location. The _ .chandelier, which was bought 

were saved; the bell, a few 
stained glass windows, and the 
cross on top of the cupola .. -··· 
Many --of the -- -historical 
memorabilia were all 
destroyed. 

The congregation met in 
the East Elementary Gym since 
the first Sunday after the fire. 
Plans were set in place to 
begin building a new church 
soon after the fire. In the span 
of eighteen months, plans 
were approved to build on the 
current location. 

Groundbreaking for the 
new church was Easter 
Sunday, April 15, 2001. _ 

After much hard work, 
chtirch and community fund-
raising the doors of our NEW 
Church once again opened for 
fellowship and worship in 
April of 2003. 

·-: .. -~.--cp,ffier~Qn~-~f<?,~ i!"was laid on _·~ in 1898 and converted to 
.·· ... Ma:rch :-rs:; ~Hl0~:::~;;The .b,ricks T'·: electricity atthe end of World 

. ·: _for~its· e~t~tj.qr were.l?~~yd,. ci.flcf . War II,' was·~' jrlstalled at St. 
'·. · -- glazedqn.the :9onstrtipqon~sttfo:: Pauls oyerflo'W area. St. Jacob's 
·; ··" . .from local d~y. ,_ ._ . -. . -:-~ -~ pulpit and'pulpj;t; _phairs wei~f 

..... ' ' '• I - ;:;~«·· . • • • . "'.7- ·• • ,• ,.·_.. <-• ,• 

- .• i •. The belfry· of the -chw;icli " ·:. refurbish~ and ·placed,-ii:rth¢~ .. :·.<· 
. . ... : .. and the norlhwest :pa,rt .ot: 'th.e : .. ov~rflow area a:J.sq. ;.~ -·. - " ·::; 
. ,., _ · · roof . -'sus4iined · · extensive · · 1n the · early'.'$ morlling' 

dama e when a tornado swe f · . hours of October 1 ~f 1999 an 
through Newcomerstown in ·· · arsonist set a fir~ in the church 
the early ' mqhijp.g. --h<?.urs of office that gutted the. building. 
March 11, 1955: Th.e damage It was a tremendous shock to 
was repairable. Church the church family and 
services were held at various community. Very few · it~ __ __ 
2 

· -- ··:. 

37365 
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BRICK CHURCH ON RODNEY'S lllLl.. 

Services began 1838 

BR I DG f. Tf A/f. I GHBOK 51. t?f 0f-L E6£ sr: 

N'town Lutherans Mark 129th Anniversary 

FIRST CHURCH-The old Neighbor house here is the first church in New-
comerstown and was u•ed by the Lu the ran congregation from 1838 to 
1869, when it became a private home. 

+ + + + + • • •• 

Built First Church In Newcomerstown ------------------------·· 

SECOND LUTHERAN BUILDING-This frame 
church was built in 1869-70 at a cost oC $3,500 

b~ th; L~theran parishionez- • • 

Lutheran Ch11rch. ·Founded 1838 :~ 
Members of St Paul's Lu-1was founded In 1835 and obtam- and summoned volunteer Ure- conducted on the mtenor and ex- r.o:•"n, and rround was bioken ld 

theran church 1n Newcomers- ed its first house of worshtp in men. tenor of the bu1 ldmg. a base- m ~ l :irch o l.!16:?. " 
town who recently celebrated 1 J838 when a bnck church was On Aug. 18, 1869, the building ment was 3dCed and a double oedicauQll or the present/ ~~ 
the d

0

ed1catlon of a new church \:~;c~~ :~/~1°:~:y:: s~::\h~~ was purchased by John .Rodney ~o~~age added to the icar c.r lhe s1rucrnre .,u cr.nducted Jnn 
bulldmg c&.n look back on a g ffi and conve;ted into a. pnvate 120 or 11ris )~H· fr 
11umber or "f11sts" dunng their Near this · structur~ , which dwelling . Two lots were pur.- Dunng the ~935 Centennial Minister< d the Newcomers· ,; 
ll9 years 85 a congregation m was Newcomerstown s ftrst Anmversary celebration 11 was rhiir() tinne 11 s long e"o- Tt , I chased Oct 9 1869 for $250 town IS.l~ h I , .. ewcc.merstown. church, was a lso the town's first d 0 · 29• }869 ' reported that the congrega lion 's 1111011 smrr · · ;we been: he 

Founded by Rev. Emanuel tell, lranspcrled on the canal ~~oneo:asc~~id 'ror a ·n:wc~;::,;~ Iota! expen<.lilu res exceeded s~s . -1
1 

R<'"· c.re!fl"'11d. IS.15.·IO, Rev. 1c 
~~~~al:n °~r!~~~~rlc~~ ~i' and hu~g from a rail fen~e church, which was dedicated 000 for th? precedin)'.: 10-year 1E. C. _Ym~ ... ;4~~~~~"3R Rev. E. , ~ 

g g • where It summoned worship- ln the spring of 1870 after an ex· period and the following "roups Mrls~mc r-v. A. N. 
the permanent • congregation ~rs. tolled the funeral dirge pe~dit~re ~r $3,500. . _ were or~amzed : ~ j n_M~~::~~~:O;~g_ 1 ~C1\1. 0 ~~ -I ~lt 



FRAME CHURCH 
121 S. COLLEGE ST. 

Dedicated on Oct. 29, 1869 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church was founded on November 11, 1832, in a little log 
school house. A brick edifice was completed in 1838 that was located on 
the corner df Neighbor and North Bridge Street (which was then called 
Railroad Street). This brick structure, in later years was used as a home 
and was called.the Neighbor Property. This Neighbor family were decendents 
of Nicholas Neighbor. 

Mrs. Alma Neighbor was an elementary school teacher in the Newcomerstown 
School District for many years and also was a renown artist. One of the 
Neighbor daughters also taught school in the local school district -
Bertha Ellen (Neighbor) Gilchrist. She later moved to the Cleveland Area. 

This same site is now the location for the Booth Apartments. 

Another view of the old 
St. Paul 1 s Lutheran 
Church on the corner of 
Neighbor and N. Bridge 
Street. This was later 
occupied by the Neighbor 
family. 

ST . PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
as it appears today 



THE OLD RODNEY HOUSE 

By 

Lois Zimmer Craig 

2 February 1965 

One of these days in the not too distant future, Newcomerstown's 

most legendary landmark-~the Old Rodney House crowning the hill on 

North Bridge Street--probably will be a thing of the past. 

Regarded as a hazard by parents in the neighborhood whose ventures 

some children find expeditions into the gloomy interior more th r ill-

ing than TV, the sturdy brick house with gaping windows has been 

the object of much concern to vill a ge officials fo r a number of 

yea rs . 

Without it the town will never be quite the same, for it embodies 

not only the spirit of the Lutheran congregation which first built 

i~, but the proud and peppery spirit of John Rodney and his wife 

Ellen who were its owners after the church became a dwelling. 

The hi s tory of the first is ca~efully recorded in annals of St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church which abandoned the house of worship on the 

hill for a new one down in the valley back in 1869. 

With the congregation went the bell which had been brought to the 

village on a canal boat and had been suspended on a near-by rail 

fence until the community's first church, built with brick burned 

on the spot, could be completed in 1838. 

Once installed in the bellfrey, it clanged out the alarm for fires, 

s ummoned village offic :~ als to meetings and no doubt tolled on the 

sad day in 1865 when word came of President Lincoln's assination. 

and regularly, every week for 127 years it' s been calling Lutherans 

to Sunday School and church. 

It's the Rodney part of the story, however, which presented the 

village with the dilemma that finally, within the next year or so, 

probably will be re s olved by a sale of the property for delinq~ent 

tax es . 

Relatively few still living in the ar~a have any personal recollect-

ion of the Rodney's, but may were highly respected and of the type 

which leave a la s ting impression, 

by children and grandchildren of 

favorite source of reminiscing. 

so they were easily vis~alized 

their contemporaries found them a 



BRIEF HISTORY OF METHODISM 

IN NEWCOMERSTOWN 

1830 - The Methodist Episcopal Church of Newcomers-
town w.as organized. 

1832 - 'I'he Methodist Protestant Church of Nowcomor1-1 ~ 

t own was organized. 

1939 - All M. E. and M. P . Churches bcrc•nme Tht:i Mutlrnp 
dist Church, and :for mer Muthodist J~}t>iHcor>td 

changed its name to Trinity Mc f;hocliHt Church, an<l 
former Methodist P l'otcHtant bocanH! known u~1 

College Street Mothodii;t Church. 

March 6, 1966 - A moHt Hjgnificant and great moment in 
Metho'dism in this village occurred on this date -
College. Street Methodist and Trinity Methodist 
be·came ON'E' by a merger of the two congrega-
t ions and was known as The Methodist Church of 
Newcomerstown, Ohio. After the merger of The 
S . U. R Churches with The Methodist Church in 
April 1968 through action taken at the General 
Confere·nc:es, the name of local Methodist Church 
was changed. to CHRIST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF NEWCOMERSTOWN, under which 
name it is now known. 

June 16, 1968 - Ground was broken for the new Church 
buildings of Christ United Methodist Church on 
Oak Street. ? 

Oct. 20, 1968 - The corner stone service was held for 
Christ United Methodist Church. 

QUESTION: When :was New~ 
comerstown's first chu:i;c:,P, started? 

Answer: In .1·830. It was .the 
Methodist E,Piscopal Ch~ch . . Rev. 
Donahue was the .1'.il'st 'P.~st0r.: T.he 
eqngregation had no bu~aing and 
worshiped at mem'bers' !homes. 
In 1836 the fil'st church •building 
iwas erected · iat the · corner of 
Church a:nd River sts., site -0f the 
present Trinity Methodist Church. 

The Evangelistic English Luth-
eran Church was ·organized :Nov. 
11, 1832. They erectecf a-building 
on N. BFidge st. in f838. 

,J()J 
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NOJICE-· 
-IO . All MEMBERS OF · THE COLLEGE ST.· . 1 

AND TRINITY METHODIST CHURCHES 
A . CONGREGATIONAL VOTE ON THE PRO· · . 

POSED · MERGER OF THE TWO CH.U·RCHES 

Will BE TAK&N~ 

7 p ,m At The COLLEGE ST. METHODIST CHURCH 
8 p. m. At The TRINITY METHODIST .CHURCH 

Only those 21 yeaf's or age or over and present at the respective 

meetings are eligible to vote. 
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The Church of God was begun as mission work. It started in Newcomerstown in 
January 1966 . The Powell Building on West State Street, which had formerly 
held. another congregation's meetings now was used to house the Church of God's 
services. 

The year 1966 also saw the church incorporated and 1970 saw the purchase of 
the old Trinity Methodist Church which is located pn the southwest corner of 
River and Church Streets by tbis church group. 

This church congregation has been very active helping with many bicentennial 
events and honored their minister Reverend Glenn Shugars with a special 
Partor 1 s Appreciation Day in 1976 to which the Bicentennial Committee was 
invited. 

This special day was marked with the celebration of the Bicentennial 
Theme in the Church service and was very appropriatedly done to fit the 
Bicentennial year. 
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I REMODELING CHURCH 
; The Methodist Protestant Church 
I Extensively .Improved. 

Since our recent reference to the-
. repairs begorl on fb~ M. P. church 
of · this city, great progrees has 

. been made. The tall, spiral cupa-
i fo has been replaced my one of low; 
' modern style, and tbe cornice and. 
['eaves have been extended . in pro"' 
f nortionate and graceful form . The-
l brick exterior bas beep-coated with 
j cei<lent, which gives it a grey 
stone appearance, and improves its 

, looks very rouc·h. The front en-
1 trance is changed to the northeast 
l corner of the · building, made acces.. 
1 sible by a flight of broad cement 
ste~. There is also an entrance 

: at the southeast corner of the-
:oburcb, facing College st. The 
, pulpit is to be at the fyont or north. 
: end of the ohorch, and direc~Hy be-
·.bind it, where the vestibo ie wa.s for-
merly, the Grgan and choir will be 
located. On e1;1tering the church 
from the ftont, the audience will 
be facing you . Tbe interior is to 
be . newly frescoed, and will pre,.: 
sent an entirely different appeal 
anoe to that of former years. The 
e1ection of the church w~s begun 
in J 87 '-' and dedicated in Hfi9. The 
membe.,.s of the congregation de-
serve much praise for t.heir spirit 
of devotion, self-sacrifice and en-
prise, and are to be congrat.alated 
for the model conceptions of im-
provement which they ba>e adopt~ 
ed and arecarrving out. The work 
is being nicely executed ~Y. Messrs. 
Frank and Charles Bfi:S:ter and Mr. 
S. L. Dawson. The church will 
probabl.v be ready. for re dedica-
tion earlv in S eptember. Pastor 
Lafayette Bowman and the Ladies' 
Aid Society of the church deserve 
credit for the part tbey are taking 
in beautifying the edifice. ~~\i_ rv . . 

11 . ~"'~ 
ping and ·oceasiohed . s~ious disc . 
tur?ances_ of J:b:e _congregatiop.s iri f. 
thell." respective hcnises at ther 
same hour " · - · 

J • .Thus th~ property of the Metfi_j l odist Prote~tan~ church was ren- i 

I 
dered .~su1t.ab1e for the pilrpose 
of relig10us w6rship, The mem-
bership decided to sell that,. 

I 
ehureh property and. jf possible 
sec~e a more .suitable site on 

·' " . ' . . , - ·- - ·-- which to build a home more in 

C .. II · · I keeping with the wants of the 
O ege .St. Church I community and with the spirit 

"Purchases Ne· s·t · of the age." , 
., . W . I e So a great campaign was laun- · 

(Continu~d from Page One) I ched .and they ~ad ~ new church 
church building was later con- home soon, wlnch 1s the struc-
verted into a dwelling and is now I ture at the corner of Canal and 
part of the American Legion 1 College Streets, which now has 
home in Canal Court. J to be abandoned. 

Some of the charter members Th~t church b_uilding has serv-
of this society were Mr. and Mrs. ed this comm.unity well for over 
Mose Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. J os- seventy seven years and been a 
eph Mulvane, Mr. and .iMrs. J . B. land mark for may. generations 
Stout, Mr. and Mrs. John Mul- and t~ use. th~, words of the for- ; 
van~, Mr. and Mrs. George Lei- . m~ h1sto:1an . to ~ecure a more / 
ghnmger and Mrs. Catherine s1;11table. site _on which to build a l; 
Fletcher. home more m keeping with the 

At that time the Newcomers- wants .0 f the community and 
town church was ori a circuit and w1ih the .spirit. ~f the age",! 
with Port Washington, Chili I the membership, off1c1als and the I 
Pleasant Hill, Evansburg, Buck~ pastor have approved the plan 
horn and Ross. The f:irst record l and pattern for the new church 

I of salary was one hundred dol- home on -North College st. 
, lars for the years work of the pas-..i--=---"--'====='------1 I tor. In the years 1843-44 Rev. 
1 John Cad des was the pastor .·at a 
salary of one hundred and seven 
dollars and from that time the 

I salary was increased up to about j 
three hundred and eighty five I 
dollars in 1877. . 

IN. ·1877 THE memuers began tol 
feel the need ef a new church. 
They thought ·it an immediate· 
necessity a.nd explained it in their · 
tvercls; -as follows: "The :Urtm:edi.0 

f 
ate necessity for such an under-
taking grows out of the fact that 
a comparatively large 1:ind some-

! what pretentious church edifice 
! has been built in such close prox:.. 

l imity as to over-shadow the hum· 
ble structure in which the Metho-

j dist P.J:otestants were ·worship-



' '.!'he b:ustees of the College st. 
· :Me!..hol'list Chiirch of Newcom-
.~ i's·own. have purchased ;aJ>prox- ·. 
irr:ately eight acres of land with 

' .a Jarge ste~ and c-0ncrete build-
~r:g measwing 50 by 80 feet with 
.an addition 30 by 34. feet from 
:V~~or a.n:d· Joseph :Lenzo it wa~ 
ar::::iounced this . w eek. This action 

. -ey·. the trustees followed a, quar-
te):":y conference of the church 
,v/r.:ch approved the project. 
· The · land i.~ loc~ted on N. 

·. •md presents an excellent site 
lfot chw:ch use, .witn· of.f~sfreet . 
parking. ·. :· · · . · . I 

' 'Ihe ·church home of the Cel-. 
'• ~ge St. .¥ethodis.t Church at· ilie .• 
-c-0mer of Canal and College sts. 

··ma<; sevexely damMed . by;. the 
March tornado and after hispec-
tj(): _ w~s foi.:i~d t? be ~fit fo1: use I 
p:t:anarily o.becau.se "Oi detehora-
ti(m. 

11 is pian;r;ied to use the present 
,bU:~diQg o~ the pri;mii:ses pi.ircha•, 
sed for ''-'orsh.ip services tempo- · 
r.ar:)y.· ~d education and · when 
the. new . sanct4a'l:y is completed 
'the present building will then be 

·iilSEd 'for--educational pilrposes. An 
ar.~hitect h_as been c;:ont!l;~ted ancl

1
· 

examm~ the premises. n~xt 
for the purp.o~e of making 

st,ggestions for th~,ne~ propo$ed l 
;s~ernaw. · . , 

"' The Touraine Supper Club will i 
~J;e the nt~ · · ~' 



NEWCOMERSTOWN MtTHODiSt CHURCHE~ 

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 

Th·e Methodists Churches in Newcomerstown ·helps to make .up some of the .hi story of our 
, ~, ·· .. "'..... •· . 

town. The first Methodist Church to be organized was the Methodist Epi:scopa~ Church in 

·1830. The first Board of Trustees members were some names that are stil i around today in 

the names of ancestors of the people on the Board. Jacob Tufford, Aaron Schenck, Peter 

Gaskill, Conrad Miller , and Isaish Wilkin. The first minister was a Reverend Donahue. 

Members of this group of worshipers met in schoolhouses and individuals' homes until 1835 

Conrad Miller deeded the lot located on the southwest corner of Church and River Street 

to the Methodist Trustees tb build a church . The first church was built in 1835. This 

building bufned down and a new church wa~ built in 18~6-67 which was also a frame 

structure. In 1916 the need to enlarge the building brought the congregation to the 

conclusion to build ._ a ne.w.br.ick "building . This is the Trinity Methe.dist Chur.ch that we 

all knew until the Christ United Church building was built and two congregations united 

into one church. The Trinity Methodist building was sold to the Church of God. 

COLLEGE STREET METHODIST CHURCH 

The second Methodist Church was the College Street Methodist Church, which was 

established in 1832 - 1842. There is a question as to which date is correct . 

The Methodist Protestant Church (College Street Methodist) was formed when the Coshocton 

Circuit was divided. This formed the Tuscarawas Circuit and the Newcomerstown Mission. 

Dr . James Brown and David Mulvane were the leading members of this church. 

The first building was situated on what is now the site of our Post Office Bu i lding on 

Canal Street. The congregation attended this frame building until 1878. It is said the 
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the members of the congregation were wpset because a 11 great edifice 11 ha@ be@n built next 

te the MP cMurch and the members dict not like to ~e in t~e shadow ~f this ''great 
' edifice'', so they decided to move. The ''great edifice was the Presbyterian Church). In 

1878 a brick structure had been erected at the corner of College and Canal 3treets, whieh 

is where the members of the College Street Methodist Chwrcb attended until Mareh 19S5. 

This was the site of the College Street Metrnodist Church until ®n March 11, 195~. a 

tornado hit the ehur€M building, lifted the roof off the buildiFlg amct tmen set the roof 

back down on the building. THere is a car wash on this site now. 

COLLEGE STREET METHODIST CHURCH (TOURAINE BUILDING) 

The building was deemed unsafe and the congregation moved to North College Street after 

purchasing the Touraine Supper Club from Joe Lenzo. With some renovations the building 

was turned int@ a church blliilding and the members attended church there from 1955 to 1969 

when they united with the Trinity Methodist congregationto make the Christ United 

Methodist Church. At that time the road wer.t 1n front of the building, not in the back 

as it does now. The North College Street site is now the ODOT building. 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The present church building was built from 1966 to 1969 when it opened to the combined 

congregation of both Methodist churches. Over time the church has been renovated and 

also has had three additions. Those additions are the West entrance room and drive up so 

people can get out of their cars and not get wet, or have to walk in snow. The Wesley 

Music Auditorium which was built for the choir. After years of not having any designated 

place for the choir to practice but the sanctuary or fellowship hall , the auditorium wag 

built. The choir practices on Thursday evenings and other times when necessary. This 

addition is also used for many other things. The third addition bu i lt was the River of 

Life Community Center which is a huge room and can accommodate playing basketbal l, 

volleyball , o~ a second service or special events . 



Christ United Methodist Church 
Christ United Methodist Church of Newcomerstown 

is the result of a merger of two old and respected 
denominations. The older of the two, the former Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, was organized in 1830. 

The Rev. Donahue was the first pastor of this newly 
organized church, with Jacob Tufford , Aaron Schenck, 
Peter Gaskill , and Isaiah Wilkin serving on the Board of 
Trustees: Since they had no established place of wor-
ship, they did as early Bible Christians did - met wher-
ever possible; in their case, in homes, barns or school -
houses. 

However, in 1835, Conrad Miller deeded a lpt to them 
and one year later the church was completed . This lot 
was on the corner of Church and River Streets, and the 
church erected thereupon was used until fB54, at which 
time it was abandoned and the society worshipped tem-
porarily in Crater's Hall. In 1867, a frame church was 
erected on the same site with Dickerson R. Moore as 
pastor. 

By June 22, 1884, the quarterly report was given and 
revealed a total membership in the Sunday School of 97 
with an average of 48 and 8 teachers in attendance. In 
1945-46 the average attendance was 200. 

In 1916, the building committee otThomas J Shan-
non, Samuel Rush , John W. Ley, John Hinds, and F.L . 
Euga added to the frame building of 1867 and covered 
the entire surface with brick. The new church was dedi-
cated on March 12, 1916; the minister was H.F . Patter-
son . The Queen Esther Class was organized in the same 
year. 

The olle e Street Methodist, formerly the Methodist 
Protestant urc was orme 1 , an wast e 1rst 
build'ing erected on Canal Street. It stood about where 
the present post office is located . Records indicated that 
in 1866, the congregation was considering the raising of 
funds to build another church. However, this suggestion 
was shelved temporarily and the building they had was 
equipped with new underpinning, a new roof and new 
seats. 

In 1878, the congregation moved to its new location, 
at the corner of Canal and Colle.g.e..S~reets This church 
was dedicated in 1879 by Rev. S.A. Fisher, who at a later 
date, became one of its pastors. The cost of the building, 
including the furnishings, was about $4500. In 1955, 
this building was almost demolished by a tornado and 
the congregation was forced to move to other quarters. 
Following a period of some indecision, they contracted 
to purchase the Touraine Club, north of town, and this 
edifice served as their church hoiTnruITTirThe merger of 
the two Methodist Churches, in 1966. 

College Street Methodist Church and Trinity Method-
ist Church merged on March 6, 1Jl.6.fl, under the name of 
the Methodist Church of Newcomerstown, Ohio. There-
after, when the United Brethren Church merged with the 
Methodist Church Conference, the name was changed 
to C..!lJ:i.St11.DiM,ethodist Church, which is the present 
name of the church-:- ·- -- - -· 

At the time of the merger of the two Methodist 
Churches, March 6, 1966, the former College Street 
Methodist Church had purchased a 3.62 acre tract of 
land by deed dated December 7, 1965, from Clark Van -
voorhis and his wife , Laura, which tract is the present 
site of Christ United Methodist Church. When the merg-
er of the two churches occurred, Rev. W.A. Hewitt, who 
was the pastor of College Street, and Rev. Edwin F. 
Eshelman, formerly pastor of Trinity Methodist, were 
retained as co-pastors and served the combined congre-
gations until July 1, 1967, when Rev. John P. Benson 
became the new pastor and he served until July 1, 1973, 
when Rev. Ray Snyder was appointed by the Conference 
to serve said church and who is at this time the pastor. 

Following this merger, the two congregations took 
action to start a new building program. The ground-
breaking ceremony at the Oak Street site occurred on 
June 19, 1968 and October 20, 1968, the cornerstone 
was laid. The dedication service was held in May of 
1969. 

The Reverend Ray Snyder is the present pastor of the 
church . It has some 700 members . -Submitted by Rev. 
Ray Snyder, Written by Doris Baker 



1-/J :>hJry IV51!.4.r-a.wA ~ C.o . 
The Methodist Episcopal Chmch was organizecl in 1830, with Rev. Donahue 

as pastor. 'l'he first Board of Trnstee-S were Jacob Tu:ffonl, Aaron Schenck, 
l'eter Gaskil, Conrad Miller and Isaiah Wilkin. The society · worshiped in 
schoolhouses and homes until 1835, when Conrad Miller deeded to the trust-
ees the lot upon which the present edifice stands. A. brick church was 

· . erected in 1836 and used by the s<1ciety until after the war. In 1SG6-u7, a 
~ew frame structure was erecte.d upon the old site. The church was dedicated 

· dnrinu the ministry of Rev. Dickenson R. Moore. A. parsonage was also built 
at a c~st of $1, 100. A. yP-ar after the dedication of the church, dming the 
pastorate of Rev. S. A. Thompson, en extende~ revival occurr~d'. also dm:·ing 
the pasto~·a:L tern:i of Rev. S. R; c:ark. The soe1ety at ~rAsent 1s m a_ fluurrnh 
inu concht10n with Rev. W. C. Endly as pastor. Durmg the last wmter, the 
50~iety was visited by the most gracious revival that has ever occmred in its 
history. The present church membership is 130. 

The Methodist Protestant Chmch of Newcomerstown was organized in 
1842. In Septembel' of that year, Coshocton Circuit was clivided and Tus -
carawas Circuit and Newcomerstown Mission formed. Dr. James Brown and 
David l\'Inlvaue were early leading members. The first chlll'ch was built on 
the east side of the present Presbyterian Church, and was occupied until ths 
present edifice was _cons~rncted in 1~78, chll'ing the pas~orate of Hev. vy. L. 
Wells. It was dechcateo Jnly 3, l81~l, by Rev. S. A. Fisher, of Cambridge. 
The building is a handsourn brick strncture, 40xu.t feet in size, and its cost, 
including furnishing, was about $-.!,500. The present pastor is Rev. L. Bo-
man, the present membership about 100. 



' af.~ili.7 ' ~~cli plan; .... to ha~;1 
the•t>~t service in the new r 
q;.:arters ?ct: 9th, The building! . 
has been mspected anq. approved · · 
a~d there. is v ery little work to M T~U~'I'EES of the College. st • 
be .. done- before services can be · . et odis~. C~urcll · which .. las.ti 
h,eld. · ; 1 weell;. bought :the Touraine C1u$ 

. · TEE WOMEN of the .. cMrch,:I for· a churCh site are pic~i,n"e<:i 
the Women's Society of Christian j1:'he fop "Pb.P·tp: L~ft to .. right, : 
SHvic~, has been active for many I Reed, Robert. Cramlett; ~ev . . Hen- · 
y ears. They have served the lo- ~Y Ro1'y~a~,i;J)r._ R. L. 1Mx:C~ley,. 
cal Rotary Club its weekly din- C. L : . umphrey and Wallace 
n~·rs for almOst thirty years. The ~urtiss . Seco'tl.d phote from · top 
basement of the old church was is th~ <;ollege . st. .chur.ch .which 
remodeled with ceramic tile and was aa,mage~ m . the iMarch tor-
a .special ·gas furnace before the nado ~d tlurd . from top is the; . 
dstrt,tctive March storm. Tourame Club. At right is Rev: · 

In the new <:hurch home the Holyoak. 1 
large kitchen w ith the regular I 
r€Staurant equipment, whkh. has· 
been pm,:chas.ed by the women -0f 
the dmroh, will afford all cion-
vm:ences in the serving of din-
ners and. banquets by the society. 

This move by the College st . 
. Methodists is in line with the 
p:rcgressive thinking of getting I 
away from congested areas and ! 

, -0pt where off~street parking . is 
a:·,;a ilable: Curbs and sidewalks 
w;n be laid in rrent .. ef the pro-
p~rly as s0on as feasible, for the 
wn.veniep,ce of those who w ish 
to. ·walk: Later, the land wilL be 
l<U>..rlscaped and made a beauty 
spot, of which the community 
wm be justly proud. 

The present minister o(' the 
church is Rev. Henry Holyoak, 
w ho has served the local chl!lrch 
for over seven years. 

The board-- of trustees is · com-
~ed.of B. E . Reed, Robert Cram-
let, Wallace Curtiss, Dr. R L . 
·McCulley and C. L . Pumphrey. 

The real estate transaction was 
b ar.died by John C. Ross, l ocal i 
Rt;altor imd the legal work pei·-
f-Onned by A tty. Vernon Lee .. 

FROM CHURCH records and 
a brief history held by ~enjamin . 
Murphy, who· has been a member 
of th~ church for over forty eight 
y em;s, interesting items have been 
fmmd which go back in the early 
rustory of the town. ~ 
.. The Union Methodist Protest-
ant. Society was organized in 1832 
b:I Rev . Joel Dal.by in Mose Mor-
ga:~·s barn. After the organization 
:r:r:eetinp;s were held in the Un-
.ic1 sChool house until the erec-
tir:n of what was known as The 
L ittle White Church on the sit~ 
d the prese}1! Post Office. This 

(Contmued on page 8) 



Christ United Methodist Church, 
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_' .. ~h_arter for Church signed ~:o yeats.- ago 
It . was on a Sun~y m A1.1~t of During the follo'Wing years the . The nertstep was a nmd drive - a 

. 1900 that a small company of church was se~ed l>y L.L. Lightner,· very suec~ul end~vor. , · 
_believers called "Baptists" decided W.B. Godsall, Harley C. Fletcher, The J.A. Raeder . Company of 
to start a Baptist Church in L.M. Copeland, E.L. Greer, LL. · Dover was hired as contractor. The 

. Newcomerstown. Prior to this, they · Basford, C.E: Tbomps0n~ Paid G; Rev; Harold Kidweii,-Wh<i had· come 
had been attending services in a Smithson, B.A. Wilson, John Brad- to pastor tile church in September 
church located west of town called bury, Ralph Dovenbarger, Douglas 1965 following the death of the Rev. 
the White Eyes Baptist Church. . Peters, George Shurtz and Fred Wakeling, worked hard in making 

The fit~ meetings were held in the Wakeli,ng. •. the new church a reality. 
Villiige Hall. Actual organizational Dedication of the present church 

_ meetings began on June 30, 1901 and The Rev· Wakeling. led the con- facilities was held on Nov. 19, 1967. 
' the charter was signed on Feb. 2, gregation in the forming of a . . This fall will mar,k the 80th an-

. · · · · · · building committee in 1962. Carl · 1902. p 1 niversary of the Baptist Church in 
W J eop es was committee chairman. · - · On June 8, 1904, the Rev. . . Newcomerstown. The local church · 

Thompson was called as pastor and and Clifford Overholt was assistant is a member of the American Bap-
in 1905 th~ church purchased a piece chairman. tist Convention and the ; Cambridge 
of groi1nd oJi South River St. with a An architect was hired, followed Association with offices in the col-
small building formerly used for a by the purchasing ·of ground from lege at Granville, 0. · 
meat market. This buUding served the Bell Telephone Company. Ar- Present ~er is the Rev. 

. as their church home until 1915. rangements also were made to pur- Donald G~ow, whP, has pastored. 
The · church was admitted to the chase additional property from Cecil · the church for the past seven years. · · 

Cambridge Baptist Association on Haver on the soutbside of the He was preceded by the Rev. Tom 
~ug .... .23,: .. .J.9.0!LTba.ReY_ £.~ . eh~.- ..• _ ·-"'. - .. ~;,,Gamblin.~~- ~ ··--•,.·, .. ~ ~ g,._,""' 

came in June 1906 and se..Ved as 
pastor for two years. During this 
time the Womens Missionary Socie-
ty was forpied. 

The congregatfon continued to 
grow and in 1915, during the 
pastorate of the Rev. L.A. Wilson, a 
new church t:>Uilding waii erected on 
this property in place of the ~eat 
market building. The new church 
was a big undertaking and was to 
cost the "tremendous" sum of 
$5,000. A dedication · service took 
place oin Nov .• 28, 1915, with the Rev. 
David Morris preaching the 
dedicatory sermon. 



, 

First Church Building 1905-1915 
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Newcomerstown Baptist church, River St., is pictured at 
its dedicatory Services Nov. 28, 1915. Rev. L.R. Wilson was 
pastor at that time in the church's history. The church was 
replaced in the mid-1960's with the h11ildino tl.of- ~1on-.ln •'----



!Baptist Church to c 
lJ M Thompson, a lot with a small building on it that 

ESSI ARCINCAVAGE had been used as meat market was purchased. The 
J~eWCOfll~rstown News . . meat s~op w_as the_n transfonn~d into a. House of 
1 For the last century, The First Bapt:Ist Church Worship, which served as the First Bapt:Ist Church I looked upon the scriptUre, "Now faith is the sub- until 1915. 

'

·stance (Jf things hoped of, the evidence of things The church was then admitted into the 
"ot seen," (Hebrews 11:1) to assure them that God Cambridge Baptist Association. 

1 would ptovide a place of worship for them some- The First Baptist Church was ministered to by 
I day. ! several other pastors after Thompson's leave. It 
~ The First Baptist organized in a home of Isaac was during Rev. Wilson's time that a new church 
Evans \n Oxford Township, Coshocton County, building would be erected at the cost of $5,000. A 
!?ailed ·the/. White Eyes Plains Church on dedicatory service was held on November 28, 
November 5, 1825. 1915 for the new church building that the pioneers 
' "I can ,remember when the church was a brick of the First Baptist church worked ·hard to obtain. 

ibuilding ~Ox60 with a slate roof," said Roland "I can remember going there and sleeping on the 

IHackenbracht of the First Baptist Church of hard pews," said Mardell Shaw. "I can remember 
Newcomerstown. "It was across from the Union the services that we had in the old church. 

ls>~e-rOOII] school, which was located about three- "I remember for birthday's they had this wooden 
,:miles west of Newcomerstown. cake and you went up front to put your money in 
i 'The March 11, 1955 tornado destroyed part of the cake." 

lthe building." "I can remember after baptizing that we had to 
1. Years after the White Eyes Plains Church was go outside to get to the basement," said Doris 

aestablished, a meeting was held on Sunday, Overholt. "It didn't matter what the weather was 
!August 26( .1900 to discuss the possibilities of outside, but no one caught a cold. This is the 
!starting a mission in Newcomerstown. Faith gave church I have always known. I was born and 
Them the chance to see and feel this mission enter- raised in it." 
prise. TuJ next Sunday it was reported that the Nonna Ross remembered the retreats that they 
Town Hall in Newcomerstown would be available had out in Otsego. 
·for services free of any charge except for heat and 'That was a time when they got away from the _, ' 
light. fancy things and conveniences of home." 

A year later, the White Eyes Plains Church and The ground for the present First Baptist Church 
the Pleasant View Baptist Church pledged to sup- was purchased in 1962. In 1966, the last service 

g>ort to ih'e Newcomerstown Baptist Mission. The was held in the old church and it wouldn't be until 
ifirst Sunday School was established a month after late of 1967 that the dedication of the new church 
re pledge. building would have taken place. During the time 
~ . A charter was signed in 1902 and the mission when there was no church, services were conduct-
N>ecame a Baptist church. Rev. W.H. Taylor was ed in the East School building and prayer meet-te first pastor at the Baptist Church. In March ings were held in the community room of the 

902 there was a Declaration of Faith and Rules Nation Bank of Dover in Newcomerstown. 
f Order. It is written in the declaration of fruth "I can say that whenever there is a project, our 

That their beliefs "of the scriptures", "of the true church is debt free in the end," said Nonna. ''They 
God", "of all the fall of man", "of the way of sal- work hard until they have the money to do it." 
vation", "of justification", of the freeness of sal- With hard work, there is unity and where there is 
vation", "of grace and regeneration", of the repen- unity there is love. 
tance and faith", "of the perseverance of the "It is not unusual for many hugs to be given 
saints", "of baptism and the Lord's Supper'', "of before and after each service." 
the Christian Sabbath", "of civil government", "of On April 21 , the First Baptist Church will be cel-
the righteous and the wicked" and "of the world to ebrating their lOOth Anniversary with a special 
come" to be included. "Fai,thful Service" on that Sunday afternoon at 3 

On June 8, 1904 the Reverend W.J. Thompson p.m. The celebration will be at the First Baptist 
was called as pastor after Rev. Taylor closed his Church on South River Street in Newcomerstown. 
work in Newcomerstown. During the term of Rev. 



elebrat.~, 1 OQ. years 

FORMER HOME OF THE FffiST BAPTIST CHURCH 
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The old Church of Christ structure now houses the Scriptural Holiness Church 
which you will read about later in this chapter. 

The next church to be founded in Newcomerstown was the First Baptist Church 
which began in the year 1902 on January 26. 

The church building was built and the dedication was held on November 28, 
in the year 1915. 

In the l960 1 s it became necessary to enlarge the church and a new structure 
was built on the old site, which is located on River Street at Church Street. 

This edifice is of brick and serves the congregation's needs well. 

There was also a provision made for some parking at the time of the rebuilding 
of the new church which has greatly helped the parking situation of the people 
attending the Baptist Church. 

The present minister is Reverend Donald Glasgow. 

...., -· -· 
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In 1900 the town saw still another church come into being. This was the 
First Evangelical United Brethern Church in the old Index Building which 
was located on River Street. 

In 1906 a new building was dedicated. It was built on the corner of 
Heller Drive (which was then known as Carlyle Street) and State Street. 

In 1946 the Evangelical United Brethern and the United Brethern Church 
were merged and became the United Brethern Church. 

Duri ng the past years the building has been enlarged when it became nec-
essary. In 1968 when the United Brethern Church united with the Methodist 
Church, the congregation elected to stay in their own church building, but 
renamed the church the Calvary United Methodist Church . 



c HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN NEWCOMERSTOWN 

Copied from directories 1966 and 1967 compiled by Larry Arnold, Sr. 

"The Church of Christ in Newcomerstown was started by a few members here assisted by the 

original Yankee Ridge church under the evangelism of I. H. Pennell of Malta, Ohio. It began 

meeting in the Town Hall on Church Street in 1901. The two men who assisted most in the 

establishment of the church were the late Mitchel Atkinson and H. M. Eagon. A move was soon 

made to what we know as the Haver Building and from there to the McCulley Building, where 

services were held until the erection of a building on the corner of State Street and McKinley 

Avenue in 1908. At that time there was a membership of about forty. 

In 1923 J. H. Hines began his work as the first located evangelist with the congregation. Since 

that time, such men as Oliver Johnson (1926), Ben S. Thisselle (1926-1931), H.E. Taylor (1932), 

L.F. Mills (1940), Carl Finley (1940), Kenneth Adams (1942-1944), Russell Bankes (1944-1946), 

Lawrence Stine (1946-1948), Wellington Gallagher (1948-1951), Fred Cline (1951-1955), and 

David Repp_art (1956-1964) have worked here. 

The present building was dedicated on June 4, 1961." 



This early 1900s photo·shows the former Church of Christ under construction on the corner of 
State St. and McKinley Ave. The church is now the Church of Christ in Christian Union. · 

The Newcomerstown Church of Christ 
Meets af Goodriah &. Elizabeth gtreet 

Newcomerstown Ohio, 43832 



The Church of Christ was established in the year 1901. The building fo r 
the church was located on West State Street. As the congregation grew 
so did the church. 

Later the congregation decided to build a new structure which is located 
at the corner of Goodrich and Elizabeth Streets. 

This building was erected in the year~ The present minister is 
M. Gale Yoho. t 9hO 
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with its present membership which 
is considerably -larger than the ori· 
ginal charter-member congregation, 

11 .tiecessary funds for a 
~ for the minister 

e ell . f"r charitahl~ pr 
• -~-.' for· necessary ;mming 

. . . expt1nse ·~wl;!itle···.9epending solely on 
il).'lem Ila .the w~~~ cprttributions into the 
Te.Sidentll o! . N cbuxch fti!~. Another matter 

Under the :ngelTht f of weeK:!y observance in this •con-
J . H • .• ~:e.nne! wllo.c.i:s :rtow- well past gregation is the U>rd's Supper 
,tto r th~ee-scove.and-ten mile-post of I which is taken on the first day of 

"Ufe, -the congregation began meet- the week in memory Qf Christ the 
ling for worshlp in the Mayor's of- head of the church, as according to 
tloe m 1901. Of those who assisted the tweutie'th chapter and seventh 
in the .establisl:ime,nt of the con- verse of Acts of Apostles; which has 
gragation there remain · at least been aclhered to from · the first 
two ·of the men, Mitchel1 Atkinson meeting in the Town Hall whether 
ancl, H. M. Eagon; who" have fur- a preacher was present or not. 
1'ilshed iUuch of the information Along with others who ·have 
cGntained in t1'!i8 brief history. A preached for the Church of Ohrist, 
nmve waa soon ma(l.e to '.the Scott the VGice of such able ministers as 
J:>uilCUng a.pd · from tllere to the In- Natha;n Cramblett, C. H. Morin, 1 de; building where rthe me\'lt~ngs W .. B. McVey, C . . D .. l,\1oore and 
wel.'e held up to the• tinie of the Joe A. Hine_s, though now silent 
erection of a building fo11 ·the ex-- and still in the embrace of death, 
press purpose of the worship of have befm heard to re-echo the lov-
Gocl. I ing invitatio"n and world-wide plan 

'Ilhe present building on West'! of salvati9~ .. .'JI, •• goi"leiJ , by ~es115· itl 
State street was erected in the year I the last and ~at ·communion. "Go 
irf09 . and at the time of opening [S>e- fiitG ·an ' tile . WOi'ld a4lf. pi!each"!filre 
was paid for with the exception of· gospel to · ev~ry creature. He tbat I 

.about fourteen htindre(! dollars believeth · arid "ls baptized 'shall· be I 
, which was cleared away in about i' saved, but he that disbelieveth shall 
three; years time. The congregation be condemned". And just as J 
entered the new building with a J faithfully do the evangelists who i 

1 membership of about 40 and ap. , now labor with this church, among 
I ppinted to the scrdptural · af!i.ce of I them the Galligbers, the Butter-
! J;!is.hop or JPJJ.4er 'three men, Esquire fields, Denni:;; and Bankes, plead 

J. !H, OQ'chran, John :Hl!irdi·ng and I for pure go~pel. j;ea'cning, faith and 
' H. M!. Eagon, and a.s deacons Am06 Wtilrship along with pure anc:) holy , 

Lynch, John Da:vis a?)d Evan Pal- 1 Christian conduct. Joe :Hines was 
mer, · the first locaited minister and H . 

This congregation provides itS IE. ' Taylor is - the present minister I 
funds by vol.untary contrdbution o;n ht ving' come mere the first of .this 
the first d1w of each week accord-1 year from the aburoh at Patkers-

\, ing to the l,'1.lle set forth by the burg, W. Va . Evangelist Taylor 
apos1lJe Paul in· ;fust Oorinthianns, 1 comes from a family of eleven chil-
sixteenth chapter; and relief for dren, has a ministry of eighteen 
the p00r and neecly, &lld flood ·and years behibd' him, having begun 
disa,ster victimS, i8 11ent or ~iveu di- when about eighteen ye@-l'S of age, 
rect to the needy ones. A thing and hij;S three brothers, one broth-
that -'amazes many persons is the er-in-law and one nephew who are I 
fact rthat this congregation even ministers of the _ Church of Christ. 

--- . 

}'8 
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Remembering Joe S. Warlick 
James R. McGill 

Joe Warlick ( 1866-1942) was born 
near St. Louis. The family later 
moved to Texas. In 1885, at age nine-
teen, Joe preached his first sermon in 
a small west Texas town . For the next 
fifty-four years, until he suffered a 
heart attack in 1939, Warlick contin-
ued preaching, debating, and writing 
without interruption . 

His preaching was mostly in evan-
gelistic meetings in which Joe would 
preach daily and nightly before mov-
ing on to preach at another location . 
He presented the gospel plan of salva-
tion so plainly that thousands were led 
to faith in Jesus, repentance, and bap-
tism for the forgiveness of their sins . 

Preaching and Debating 

Joe alternated between debating 
and preaching. A significant number 
of conversions resulted from the de-
bates . Warlick presented the truth so 
that it stood out clearly in sharp con-
trast to the error presented by his op-
ponent . 

Warlick participated in 399 de-
bates' 

Outstanding Education 

Joe had a fine education and made 
the very best use of it. Both in his 

14 

writing and in his speaking, his train-
ing enabled him to express himself in 
the most understandable way. 

Joe had an older brother, Jim, and 
some younger sisters . Their father 
had decided that since he could afford 
to send only one child to school, it 
would be Jim, since he was older. 
But Jim said, "I don't care for an edu-
cation and Joe does .. .. Let Joe go to 
school." Joe said that this was the 
turning point in his life. Jim died in 
1937 in Oklahoma City. At Jim ' s 
funeral, Joe said, "Whatever success I 
have attained in life I owe to Jim." 

Joe and his first wife, Florence, 
had four children . In 190 I, five years 
after Florence died, Joe married 
Lucie. Joe enjoyed the great blessing 
that both Florence and Lucie were 
fully supportive of his life's work. 

Warlick's Writing 

It would be natural to think first of 
the amazing number of Warlick's 
debates, and of the wonderful way in 
which. the Lord blessed his preaching. 
He preached in many states and in 
Canada. 

But Joe Warlick was also an out-
standing writer. He made his points 
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as simple and clear to the reader as he Far-Reaching Effect 
did to the listener. 

More than a century has gone by 
The Stark-Warllick Debate since that debate . And for more than 

One very historic example of Joe 
Warlilck' s use of both his speaking 
and writing skills was in the Stark-
Warlick debate on the use of instru-
mental music in the worship . 

This was a public, spoken debate, 
but the two disputants agreed that they 
would afterward write out their 
speeches for publication in a book to 
be published by the Gospel Advocate 
Company. 

The debate was held at Henderson, 
Tennessee, in 1903 . Henderson was 
significant because it was the home of 
West Tennessee Christian College. 

At that time it appeared that any 
hope of stopping the tide of digression 
was dim. The church throughout that 
area was going into apostasy with 
such innovations as the introduction 
of instrumental music into the worship 
and the missionary society. The de-
bate was a great success-a victory 
for truth . 

Here is a typical sentence of War-
lick's debate . It illustrates his clarity 
and forcefulness. He challenged his 
opponent: "If there be in all the Bible 
one ... verse authorizing instrumental 
music to be used in the worship of the 
church of Jesus Christ, bring it for-
ward." His opponent could not. 

15 

a century, at that very location, Freed-
Hardeman University has been train-
ing great numbers of faithful gospel 
preachers and has helped toward 
building thousands of Christian 
homes. How different it might have 
been, were it not for the way the Lord 
used Joe S. Warlick! 

The Middle Tennessee School of 
Preaching & Biblical Studies 

Evening Classes + Free tuition 
Classes for Everyone 

Nine Locations 

College Grove, Nashville, Savannah, 
Lebanon, Murfreesboro, McMinnville, 

Goodlettsville, Culleoka, Leeville 

Milton Stephens, Director 

(931) 478-0281 

mtsp@att.net+ mtsop.net 

Middle Tennessee School of Preaching 
PO Box 288 

College Grove, TN 37046 



- Rellgtous Dlllla&e. ---
There will be a religious dillcna. 

sion held in this oily beginning Dec. · 
S8tb. The OPIX>8ing }:illrti\!11 Me 
Dr. D. B. Tumey ·of Ellingham, 
111., who will represent the M. P. 
church, and Elder Joe S. Wlll'lick 
of 1>1\llas, Tens. to,. r..preseot the 
Cbureh of Christ. The following 
are the proposi1.ions to be disoll88ed.: 

l ·-The Scriptara teach that 811riDlr· 
lin1t or pourlnir cll'llA wat.r UllOD 1' ~p
er 111bjeci In \be n11me ot ihe Trinity Is 
aD act &11tborl.:uxl .bf Chrtllt •lid F•<l· 
ticed t.y bis apoetleiJ l'or baptilm. D. B. 
'l'um117, aftl11n&; JCM! S. Watlh!lt, d@ies. 

!-Tll:e Scri,rtutea U...ch tba:l l111mt1r· 
•ion is the act oollllli.Gded l>T Otirillt Mid 
{Jnlcticed by bill ap<111\l1t11 fo-t baotbm. 
Joe s .• \Varlhlk, 11mrm1t: D. B. Tarn111, 
di.~lra. 

3-Th<!! Scriptures t"u<h thtU in tll" 
eonrictioD and con~D of the slnoer 
the Hoh Splri\ np1rat• dir.ct:l:r (imme, 
dlatelyi upon the heart •. D. B .• TuroeT, 
al'Brlllll: Joe~. Warlick, deal1111. 

4-Th" Seriptu1"!1 teach tba\ bapthim 
\cl ~btt b.llie•Jor J"!Dlbllll Is tor fin order 
io; the remlnioa ur put i&Ueul sios. 
Tu.ruy, alllnQ; WadiCk, deol•• 

u-The Sorlpium ~ \bat lofaotll 
aft' proJl<lr eubJtolS tor baptlllm.. Tutot!)' 
aftltlllll; Wa~liclc. d4'Dlt!9. 

il-fie Scrlp\orea tetu:h that the 
cb.orcb, or kloe(lom of Christ, ., .. •· 
tabllsb.t (et up) on the fln1t penteooll\ 
&ftM 1114' t9U~tioo of Cbmt. Wat-
Uek, •mnna; Turo1>1, denl~. 

Tlli• dittt!udlon wlll 1'0tltlliue for at 
ieut,mda., •• <JC r1 190{, . 

f ___, Got. Them Reverse. .....--. t I R~v. D. B. Turnev of Efln ham. i Ill .. who h• to represent the iteth· 1 

o.d~st Ptc ... ift"staut .. clrn. rt'. b in .•. the.;. .re-· I l.gious d~hntt~ tu tf.ke place in New· 
comerstown, beginning D\).(". 28, 
ealls our tl tiantmn to the met t.hat. 
on . proposition No. 4, namelv. tlurt 
''The ::$t"'Tiptnres tea~b that bap. 
Hsm. to t!w twlieviug pe-nitunt, is 

1 for (in ordt•r lo) · tht.> n.m1iS&ion of 
pa,;t (alien) sins," the names were 
ra\·1'rsetl ·and should ha~~· lVtld, Joo 
S. Warlick, of the Cb urob of Christ. 
nffirma. and D. B. Tnm~r denies. 
It wns th~ printer's mist:ak~ and 
not the ou~ who furnislied theCJWpy. 
Dr. Turnev adds. turtber. "I desiro 
th~ Rympalby. prayiu-s. oordinl t~ 
<JpN·utiou ruid ~arrwst fl'ie-ndsbrp 
of ~•ery God#fmiring, ln1th.lorinR 
and ligbt.11ee1.iug soul in Nsw~ 
ceomf'rst-Own, n:nd no doubt, my op.. 
pon"nt alao dues. Information 
wbit'b we hnt"e acquired at great 
~~ will bf' W•>rtb oometbing .to all 
who give us n pati:ent beari~." 

/1 - .. . f~ D e:i 

~ UUGIOUS DEBATE. - I 
The &erfoa of debate.a between 

Re-r. Pr. D. :B. Tumey of Etling. 
hanJ. HI .. r~pl'll!t'llting tb" M!lth<>-
dii<t l'rotdbiot chorob, and Elder 
Jew$. Worlid; of Dal'leuJ. Tn. rep. 
n;aenlin.it Iha Church of Christ, o!Ol'ltld at tb11 M. P, cbure~ in this 

icily la.st Frida~', after l!ii. conlH'cu. 
\in· daily dial-uaaiftnll, 1111rh JQtiog 
probilbly I 11ro bo11J$ or more. Tb., 
'lllel!lion~ 111 i!lll!Qe W'l!ru beptiem 
l"<ln!et;m"·~ ""'' the Ao>ltthli!lhing or 
Cbmt E kmgdom· qqet;liooa that 
,hne 1-11 delXlfod time aod Kgain, 
1iqd ban b.!1>om~ 841 fiimd in the 
.000Y.ktio116 u( tb.,ir 11db~.reoi. aii to 
Admit of littl" nl1tm1?,e, ii any. No 

ltloubt It· thllo '"<•Did ba•·e ~n 
11101'1> pr· it11l1ly Bf.1tmt in bunt1ontt. 
loi: r o r th.an distraeli11g these 
or c.ny •l •• er ti!Jlf(.iou11 budi<!e. Tht' 
l'burohe>< amt tht- world needs more 
of the ireooine •·11s;iri.t"' und 1- of 
tbt> "lettllr .. oC Obri11Jh1oitv, anil the 
cburebl!8 J.buuld 11et t.bu example lo 
ool'd.ial fello.-111lip, hlltirty ro.opefl.. 

r1Wn, "hll~~~~:y Ion .. 
NEWMAH- BIWIUt\l.l., 

! ... n." ... )Z:•~- -... .t r~a..,,_ 
~ /'1'0 7 . 
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In the year 1962 the citzens of Newcomerstown saw a new church formed which 
was the Scriptural Holiness Church. 

This church was under the leadership of Reverend William A. Gamble. 

The former building which was the Church of Christ houses the congregation 
for this church group. The church organization was incorporated in the 
year 1963 on May 29 . 

------ ~ 

This church is located on West State Street and was the former house of 
worship for the Church of Christ group . 



*Presbyterians Observe 
(Continued From Page 1) 

Temperance House Musewn. 
The congregation was 

organized and met in the former 
Methodist Protestant Church in 
the frame building on the land 
now occupied by the post office. 

The Manse, since Feb. 14, 1900 
the home of all pastors and their 
families, was purchased from 
Dr. J .R. McElroy, and sits on 
the property adjacent to the 
church. 

The record of the Mortgage 
Buring service of Sunday, June 
15, 1941 contains this description 
of the original part of the 
church, namely the Sanctuary 
and front tower: "Of brick 
burned in the Tom Crawford 
brick works at the west end of 
Church.St. and erected at a total 
cost of about $3,000, it presented 
a fine appearance with its hand 
worked glass, burned after 
being brushed with special 
designs at the top of each 
window." 

The one room and one door 
(aside from a small room on the 
northeast corner) and tower 
entrance stairway on the 
westnorth side of the. 
auditoriwn was "The Church" 
until 1931 when the first meeting 
was held in a new part added 
to the south and c;ontaining a 
large Fellowship Hall and 
separate classrooms. 

Cost of the addition was more 
than underwritten but due to the 
depression conditions including 
bankruptcy by 1940 about $3,000 
remained until liquidated by the 
drive which resulted in the 

mortgage burning service of 
June 1941. 

At that service the same 
seats were used as in the 
original building, the same first 
pulpit and communion table 
present .with the same first 
windows but with new lights and 
a new steam-vapor heating 
system for the new part. 

That same first communion 
table is still in the building and 
was used along with the new 
pulpit and chancel furnishings, 
installed in January, 1947 to 
celebrate the Centennial 
Communion Service Nov. 14. 
Pews for the congregation were 
installed in 1961 prior to the 
time of the 85th Anniversary, 
the last anniversary celebrated 
before the Centennial. It is 
interesting to note the last pews 
in themselves cost far more 
than the original building in 1877 
and 1878. 

It was tpe hope of those who 
spoke at the centennial service 
that this convenant would still 
be the example for the mem-
bership, now some 105 in 
nwnber. The challenge is that 
the landmark will be as in-
fluencial in the coming years as 
it has been in the community 
and in people's lives in the past 
100 years. 

The original convenant read: 
"By vote the above named 
persons (some 13 in nwnber) 
entered into Solemn Covenant 
to walk together, taking the 
Holy Scriptures as their guide, 
acknowledging the Doctrines 
and Order of the Presbyterian 
Church and promising to 

cooperate in Christian work and 
faithfulness, and studying the 
unity and prosperity of the 
Church at home and abroad." 



'l'he l:'resbyterian Ohm·ch was organized November 13, J 876, by a committee 
of the Ste11henville Presbytery, with the .following original members: Adol-
phus W. Search and l\Irs. Low M:. Search, Jonathan ancl Rebecca Evans, Mrs. 
Emma ~Jvans, George and Ruth Bagnall, Hobert Y. Pattfirson, by Cl'rtificate; 
and I>hilip Sheets, Mro. Susan Sheets and l\Iiss Lillie T. Bagnall on profession. 
For several years the congregation was irregularly supplied, and, in 1870, 
Rev. George ,, .. Riggle took -eharge, ant1 remaineil ten months. Rev. A. B. 
\Yilsun succeedetl him, was regnlady installed pastor, and continued a little 
long1w than a year. After a vacancy of. some time, Rev. Davia B. R.odgers. 
in tbe spring of 1883, assumed the pastoral relation, and. still maintains it. 
George Bagnall and Hobert Y. Pattt'rson, the first Huling Elders, were im;talled 
N"oveu1ber 13, 187(). George W. Barnett allll Philip Sheets were installed in 
the same official position Januai·y '.22, 187U, arnl John Buck was elected .Mm·ch 
17, 1880. 'rhe church edifice is a handsome and connnod.ions brick structure, 
locatetl on the west end of South Canal street. It was erected iu 1878, at a 
cost of $B,OOO. The membership of this congi·egntion "is now about sixt.y 

A Baptist society hacl an existPnCP here a few years ago, which was, how . 
ever, of brief duration. Samuel .:\lanlis arnl Caleb Emerson were its main 
support. #.,;Sh.R.y '"lii'sc Cd IJ>1S 

f-J 



The .Presbyterian Church was the next church to be established. A committee 
of Steubenville Presbytery helped to form this church- on November 13, 1876. 

Original members were: Adolphus W. Search, Mrs. Low M. Search, Jonathan 
and Rebecca Evans, Mrs. Emma Evans, George and Ruth Bagnall, Robert Y. Pat-
terson by certificate, Philip Sheets, Mrs. Susan Sheets, and Miss Lillie T. 
Bagnall. 

George Bagnall and Robert Y. Patterson were installed as the first ruling 
Elders. 

The church building was erected in 1878 on the site where it still stands 
on Canal Street. 

Reverend George W. Riggle was the first pastor to serve the church. 
The present pastor i~ Reverend Charles Lee. 

The church just the week of November 15th celebrated its Centennial 
Anniversary. 



J 

In 1908 the Trinity Baptist Church was organized under the superv1s1on of 
Mr . Lowery . He also helped with financi~l aid to establish this church. 
Mr. Lowery was known by his nickname "Big Ginnie". The church site was 
located on Clow Avenue( which had been named for the Clow Pipe Company 
and the Clow family) . 

During the year of 1923, the church was completely destroyed by fire . 
Until a new building could be erected, the Clow Company allowed the Trinity 
Baptist congregation to use its office building for services . This building 
is located on State Street at Clow Avenue. 

In 1925 the present church building was erected by the Clow Company for the 
members. Most of the members were employees of Clows. The church membe rs 
paid the Clow Company for the building . 

An interesting note is that the first chairs used in this church were from 
the "Old Opera House 11

• 

The first minister which served this church was 
and the present minister is Reverend Sherre 11 . 

In the late 1960's, the name Clow Avenue was changed to Martin Luther King 
Drive at the request of the residents in this area . This was to honor t he 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr . who had been assassinated earlier in the 
1960 IS • 



L 

In 1917 it hecame apparent that a Catholic Church was needed in the area. 
The year 1917 saw the founding of the St. Francis De Sales Catholic Church 
which began in the summer of 1917 . This was done by Father Zuber from 
Coshocton , Ohio. 

At that time Father Zuber conducted a poll and found that 70 persons of the 
Catholic faith resided in Newcomerstown . 

A storeroom on the corner of Chestnut and State Streets was bought and then 
converted for use as a church. In May of 1918 the first Mass was celebrated 
by the congregation and Father Zuber. 

Later the Lanning house on Goodrich Street was used for the services. Then 
i n 1938 the church site that we know today was dedicated and the church built. 
On June 8, 1969 the fellowship hall was added to the original building mak-
i ng it the edifice that we have today. 

The present minister is Monsignor A.L. Freund . 



NcwcomersLown News --· --~ . Wed., ·May 19, :1993 ~ 

·Church ·celebrates 75th anniversary· 
MemberS of St. Francis deSales 

Church. 440 . S. River SL. New· 
comerstown, will celebrate the par· 
ish's 7Sth -anniversary at the 10:30 
a.m. Mass on · Sunday. May 23. 

Former · pastors Father John 
Kempf and Father Robert Manning 
will join the present pastor, Father 

, Michael ·Hanrahan, in the concele. 
brated Mass. Parish ·students from 

grades 5-12 will participate in the. Father Arthur Zuber, assistant to 
Mass by combining the old and the Rev: JJ. Slattery of Sacred Heart 
new in song; Following the Mass Church in Coshocton to Newcomer-
there will be·a.reception in the parish stown to take a census of Catholic 

· ban. . · • families. In March of the folloWing 
The · parish council is inviting . year, a lot and grocery store at the 

everyone in the community to join in comer of E. Stale Street and Chest-
the Mass and reception. nut Street were purchased and the 

In the summer of 1917, Bishop store was converted into a church, 
James J. Hartley of Columbus sent complete with a cross added to the 

ST. FRANCIS .DeSALES CHURCH 

top. On May 18, ·1918, the chur(\b ·: 
was b1essed and the first Ma$ was. 
offered by Father Zuber. 
. ~n 1919, the mission parish of St.1 

Francis deSales was· tUrned over to 
Father Slattery to the Capuchin · 
Fathers of Dover, who served until 
the summer of 1921 wl\en Bishop 
Hartley appointed Father C.F. Pow· 
ers as the first resident pastor.. The 
parish purchased itS present property· 
on S. River Street in September, 
1921. The purchase of the former 
R.L. Shoemaker home became both 

· church and rectory, lacer being used 
as the high school annex. This struc- · 
ture has since been demoliShed. · 

On Oct. 19. 1937, Father Hugh J. 
Spires broke ground for the present-
church which . was dedicated on 
March 15. 1938. The present parish . 
hall. which is widely used by the · 
community, was dedicated in 1969. 

Serving as pastors during the 75 
years were Fathers CJ. Powers; 
Francis Trettle, Anthony Sctilemit· 
zauer, Joseph A. Humma, Lawrence 
Riley, Hugh J. Spires. Edmund 
McCormick, Joseph Buzek, Michael 
Tabit, Robert Schuer, Edmund 
McNulty, John Kempf. Pattick 
Byrne, Ambrose Freund, · Robert 
Manning and the present pastor. Mi· 
chael Hanrahan. · 

During the reception. guests may 
view displays of historical docu- · 
ments and artifacts of parish history. 



Church Observes 
25th Anniversary 
Of Building Here 

(Continued from page 1) 

ish of Saint Francis de Sales over 
to the Capuchtn Fathers in Do-
ver. They served the parish un-
til the summer of 1921 when 
Bfshop ffartley appbmted Rev. I 
Father C. F . Powers as its first I 
resident pastor. He offered his 
First Mass on July 10th. 

THE ORIGINAL property was 
sold and the site on which the 

. present cf,urch now stands was 
purchased from James M: and 
Emma Lanning. The property 

. was formerly owned by Rankin 
L. Shoemacher and J . W. Cas-
singham. A church was furnished 
on the first floor of the house 

' and pastor resided on the second 
: floor. Later it was sold to the 
Board of Educatio·n . 

On October 19, 1937, Rev. Fr; 
Hugh J . Spires broke ground for 
the present church. On Tuesday, 
March 15, 1938 Father Spires of-
fered the First Mass. .; 

Renovation of the interior . of 
the church was begun by the 
Rev. Fr. Edmund McNulty, who 
was assigned in 1962 to form a 
new parish, Saint Leonard, in 
Heath, Ohio. All the work was 
done by the parishoners. The 

' work was completed under the 
· present pastor Rev. Fr. John D. 

Kempf. 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
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Nazarene Church 
'TQ Sta.rt Buit~ng 
~e ground l:>reaking eeremony· 

".'tbr the ccmstruction of :r new 
r~ciuary of the Clmrch Qf the 
'.N~rene will be held Sun.clay at 
'll a. m. The new building will 
"be ereGted east of the pre.sent 
<iJ.Ul'ch. . 

tees of he - church have 
<l>ned the c0nlm0n i;>leas 

-eomit for pe-rmissfo~ to enownber 
cl:imc'h prqperty with a $25,000 
nwrtgage to raise funds to build 
the new chl!lrch. -r'IA""" aL 

"· i' '"'~~ 

I 
I 

LEGAL NOTICE ! 
N@~foe is !here'l;i~ given ta the \ 

df\fke:rs ana mem1bers of The I · 
Chun~h of The Nazarene of New- 1· 
e<ililn.erstawn, Ohi0, Ine., and to 
all others whom it may concern, l 
that on the 29th day of iMay, 1954, 
the tmll.stees 0f The .'Church elf The 

' Nazarene of . Newcotnersto-wn, l 
Ohio, Inc. filed in the Court o1 
·Cammcm Pleas of Tuscarawas 
C0unty, Ohio, in 1Case Number 
31737, their-certain Petition pray. 
in.g t!h.e C0iwt !for an order a:U.thor-
iizing it tli> m0"ttgage the :flollow-
ing described real estate for not 
more than $25 000.00, and al:lthor-
i>ty 1;@ pay fem percent (4%) on 

I $17,500.00- and !five .ipersent (5 % ) 
interest on $7500.00 per annum 

J 
on saicl inclebted·ness un.til the 
sum is folly paid: _ 

Situated in the Village of' New-
comerstown, County of Tusca-
rawas and State of Ohio, and 

1 
bounded and described .as fol-

1 lows· 
' K~own as and i0eing the north 

ha:llf 0f ·Lots No. 33 and 35 and 
i :twn and · one-ha'lt · Q12T :fee-t -of-I. 
'-j t'he west side of the nerith half of 
Lot 3i in We$t Newcomerstown 
Addition to the said Village as 
entered and numbered upon the 
recorded p~-at of the said Addi-
tion. 

T-he same ibeing no.w known as 
Lots No. 67, 69 and 65 as the 
same were renumbered in the 

. year J.937. · 
I Trhe above descr.ipflfon of the 
premises desired to lbe mortgaged 
and it is now occupied 1by The · 
Chulch Of The Nazarene of New-
comerstown, Ohio, Inc. 

Said Petition and cause wHl 'be 
H ard on the 5th day of July, 
1'954, or as . soon therea;{ter as 
suits tMe convenience ol ~ 

lCourt. . 
THE TRUSTE-EIS O!F '!HE 
CHURCH OiF TH1E N~ 
EJNE OF NIDWOOIME.«S-· 
TOWN, OHIO, INC. 

Homer Craigo 
_ Harry Angle 

Ronald !Barllt..-
Clyde Tho.t'.IJ(WU' "' 
John Hall 

Vernon Lee, AitOrne]· 
june 3, 10, 17, 24 



1 
GROUND-BREAKING ceremony ifor the Church af the Nazarene's ' 
new church lbuilcliIYg, whicih was held June 6, is picturell ~~ve. 
The structure· i.s expected to be completed Noy. 1. -Lenzo .Photo ! 
Ground Broken for $401000 
Building by Nazarene Church I 

Turning the first spad-etul o1 
of earth were Mrs. Ida Booth, 
Andrew Wilkin and Burt Snell. 

I 

·Prayer was offered foF the pro- . 
' their new church at the corner of tection of the workers and the I 
1 Goodrich an.d Neighbor st. on Sundar school superintendent, I 
•
1 

Suriday, June 6. Homer Snell, gave the benedk· I 
, Rev. Donald Carrico, pastor, of- tion. The program closed by the j· 
' fered prayer and spoke on the group singing the Do"lO'elogy. 

I 
"Puvpose in Building" in the ded-. "I1he ne•w building will cost I 
ication of the ground. He also $40,0()0 and will have ·a . seating 
read the scripture and introduced capacity of 44·0 and t'he Sunday 
Mayor Lorin Gadd ,who com- school 550. · . 
mended the churdh. for its pro- · Work has alTeady ·started and 
gress and work in the commun- ·the contractor is expected to have 

The ground-1breaking ceremony 
was ·held by the congregation of 
the Church of the Nazarene for 

ity and their vision of buHding. it ·completed 1by November 1st. 

F.stabiU 



/ 

The Church of the Nazarene was established on May 26, 1935. This group 
first1 met in the Duff Hall on River Street. It had a Charter Membership 
of 13. Later the group bought a church building in Plainfield, Ohio. 
They had this building torn down and moved to the corner of Neighbor 
Street and River Street Extension. 

In 1943 a new church was built on the same site. It was dedicated on 
May 2, 1943. 

As the membership enlarged the need for a new and larger building became 
evident. On June 1, 1954, the contract was ~gned for a new edifice. In 
the year 1965 a new addition was added to the church after having acquired 
more land that adjoins the church land. 

After the new addition had been built connecting the church and the addition 
we have the Nazarene Church as we know it today. 

The present pastor is Reverend Ray Hassinger. 



The Assemb ly bf God Church was started in Newcomerstown in 1937 by Reverend 
Barney Johnson. The church originated in Springfield, Missouri and had 
spread t hroughout the United States. 

In Newcomerstown, the group first met in a storeroom. In 1940 the congregation 
acquired some land on College Street and had the church building erected on 
this property. 

In 1960 it became necessary to remodel the building and in 1963 the church was 
incorporated. Again in 1974, the building was enlarged by the addition of the 
Fellows hi p Hall which was added to the church building itself. 



In 1920 we saw the founding of the St. Paul's A.M.E. Church . These initials 
stand for the African Methodist Church. 

The site of this church was chosen and the ground purchased from the James 
Clow and Sons Company. 

The building is located on what is now called Martin Luther King Drive. 

The first minister to serve this church was Reverend Harriston. 



The yea r 1963 saw the beginning of the fifteenth church in the community. 
This new ch urch organization which was formed was called the Baptist Chapel 
Mission . 
The group first met in the Powell Building on West State Street. In 1965 
it was incorporated and moved to the Leading Building on Main Street. 
(This is presently Dr. Schrickel 1 s Office). At that time the name we know 
the ch urch by today 11 Valley View Baptist Church 11 was also changed from the 
Baptis t Ch apel Mission. 

In 1967, the Greyhound Post House became available and the congregation 
decided t o purchase this building . This church is located on Pilling Street 
just sout h of the Route 258 viaduct. 

The building has had some remodeling done and the congregation has enlarged 
over t he years. The first pastor was Reverend Jimmy Robbins, who has since 
started another church in Port Washington , Ohio. 

The present minister is Reverend Leslie Hicks . 



The Four Square Gospe~ Church was the.next church to began worship services 
in Newcomerstown .. This ~hu~ch bega~ in the year 1932. It was situated in 
an upstairs room in a building on River Street. 

Later the group moved to 101 Canal Street, the Ortt Building and then to the 
Hartly lot j ust off State Street. 

The present church was built in 1937. It is located on West Street. In 1962 
the congregation saw the need to update the church. The building was remodeled 
and redecorated to better served the needs of the congregation. 



231 
Oxford Township Churches 

Baptist - Birds Run Baptist Church was organized in 1845 in Guernsey Co. In 1853 was 
moved to Oxford Township. A new frame building was erected in 1870 

Baptist - Pleasant View Baptist Church. It was built of planks in 1899 on Church Rd. 
Everal's Chapel in Everal. First in Tuscarawas County Oxford Township. Counity 

line was moved, it was then in Coshocton County Oxford Township 
Hartwood Church, Nondenominational Community Church on Hartwood Rd. 

formally had been a Methodist Church. 
Lutheran - German Lutheran Church. It was organized in Guernsey Co. around 1820 to 

1825. It was built of logs. They moved to the southwest part of Oxford Township on Cadiz 
Rd. They erected a building there in1868. It was built of planks and had three windows 
on each side. In 1897 they built a new building and it became St. Jacob's Lutheran 
Church on Cadiz Rd., which is now named Church Rd. Later it became a church called 
Full Gospe Temple at 8188 Church Rd. 
Methodist - Early's Methodist Episcopal Church and Cemetery, located on N. E. corner of 

Early Cemetery Rd. and Zion Rd. It was founded by John Early who died in 1853. 
It was first a log meeting house, then a frame building. See page 233 
Methodist - Peoples Methodist Episcopal Church was organized about 1843. very soon 

after a building was built, a log house. In 1857, 1900 and 1967 it was destroyed by fire, a new 
building was built each time. In 1967, the name was changed to Peoples Community Church. 
It is locat.ed on Peoples Church Rd. 
Methodist - Zion Methodist Episcopal Church, built oflogs, at the present 

site of Zion Cemetery. 
Peoli Methodist Church was built in the 1830s. Peoli was called Newtown when the 

building was built. 
United Brethren Centenary Church was organized about 1855, when the first church 

structure was built. A new building was built Oct. 23, 1873. Located on Centenary Rd. 

Monroe Township Churches - Gurnsey County 
Birmingham Methodist Church was built in 1839. It was a stone structure in Birmingham 

(then known as Milnersburg). It relocated to a frame building that was erected in 1871. 
Clear Fork Regular Baptist Church. It started in 1822 and for some 20 years they met in a 

log meeting house in Birmingham. A new frame building was built about 1 114 miles 
downstream and was used for 36 years. The present church building was built in 1880. It is 
located on Broadhead Rd. near Birmingham. Now it is called Clear Fork Baptist Church. 

Irish Ridge Church or Hopewell Church, built about 1830, it was built oflogs and near this 
place two other churches were successively erected, the present one in 1889. It is of the 
Methodist Protestant denomination. Later called United Methodist Church. 

Wheeling Township Churches - Guernsey County 
Bethel Church of Christ. It is located on Bethel Rd. just south of the Guernsey Co. line. 
Birds Run Community Church was organized in 1898 as The Bridgeville Methodist 

Episcopal Church. Then it became the United Methodist Church, Then it becamethe Birds 
Run Community Church. It is located in Birds Run. 

Guernsey United Methodist Church, In the 1830s, a log structure located north of 
Guernsey, at the corner of Co. Rd. 33 and township Rd. 382 (Zion Road) near the 
Guernsey Cemetery. The existing building was built in 1893 in Guernsey. 



232 
Township Churchs 

St. Jacob's Lutheran Church 

As for as can be determined, the early history of St. Jacob's church began with the 
settlement of some German families about a mile south of the present church in the 
early 1800s. Why these families settled in the hills instead of the Tuscarawas river 
valley is possibly explained by the fact that hill country was free from plague and 
malaria that struck the people in the valley. 

The German Lutheran Church was built around 1820 to 1825. It was organized in 
Gurnsey Co. and built oflogs. When this church became too small the congregation 
decided to move it from Union Hill to another location on a better road and nearer 
the Lutheran community. They moved in 1868. This new site was on the old 
Coshocton- Cadiz road leading to Pittsburg. Now called Church Rd. 
That made three churches in this Community, the Zion M. E. Church, built oflogs on 

the present site of the Zion Cemetery; the Pleasant View Baptist Church, built of planks, 
on Church Rd. and the Lutheran Church. 

Over this road, cattle, sheep, horses, hogs and even turkeys were driven to the eastern 
markets. This road was used because it avoided the necessity of crossing 
the Tuscarawas river. 
The new church was constructed of planks, had three windows on each side and the 

pulpit was high and enclosed. There were two rows of seats with benches 10 feet long. It 
was built in 1868. 
A new church building was built in 1897. Joseph Loader directed the building of this 

church. It had four windows on each side. _ 
The land for the new church was donated by Jacob Boltz and the cemetery land was 

donated by Jacob Miller. The Church was called St. Jacob's in memory of the two men. 
The bell for the church was purchased from the MP church at Wolf for $100. The church 

property includes the church, the cemetery and two acres of ground, and is pleasantly 
situated on top of the hill. The church still has its German Bible, the language taught in 
the Sunday school in the early days of the church, and a pipe organ, which is still in the 
church but used. 
The organization of the church went into effect May 23, 1897. On Oct. 20 of that year 

they joined the East Ohio synod and formed a charge with St. Paul's Lutheran Churh 
in Newcomerstown. 

The congregation of St. Jacob's Lutheran church will officially become members of St. 
Paul's Lutheran church. The congregation of St. Paul's accepted the property of St. Jacob's 
church, south of Newcomerstown, on May 2, 1958. 

A German Lutheran Church stands in the southwest quarter of Section 16, in the 
southwestern part of the township, on the farm now owned by Jacob Boltz. The society was 
organized in Guernsey County; but remved to this township, and erected the present 
building in 1868. History of Tuscarawas County 1884. - Oxford Township Map 1908 

A German Lutheran Church stands just this side of the county line in the southeastern 
part of the township. It is a small frame building built about ten years ago. The congregation 
is very limited in point of number and belongs principally to Tuscarawas County. 

History of Coshocton County 1881 - Coshocton Co. Oxford Township Map 1872 



233 
The Bloody Bible 

One of the most famous legends of Tuscarawas Valley history involves the Bloody Bible, 
which today can be found at the Newcomerstown Olde Main Street Museum. However, it 
had a long journey and interesting story before arrival there for safekeeping. 
The story centers around John Early, who grew up in Harrison County, lived a happy life, 

and enjoyed the music of the violin, which he played very well. After meeting a Methodist 
circuit rider, John Early was converted to Christianity and gave up his violin playing as 
"the devil was in it." At that point, he moved just south of Newcomerstown to a beautiful 
log house. 

Traveling Methodist preachers were welcome at his home, and eventually John donated 
land to have a Methodist Episcopal Church built on the boundary line of Tuscarawas and 
Guernsey County. There was also room for a church cemetery. In 1853, when Early died, he 
was one of the first people buried in the cemetery on the west side of the meeting house. 
His tombstone can still be found there today. 

The story of the Bloody Bible begins before the start of the Civil War and after the death of 
John Early. When members of Early's Church came to the log meeting house in early May to 
their usual Sabbath School, prayer, and class services, what they found when they opened 
the door was forever impressed on their minds. 

Sometime since the previous Sabbath, a terrible deed had been done. Someone decided to 
mock God by offering a lamb as sacrifice upon the alter of the church. Then they sprinkled 
the pages of the Bible with the blood of the lamb causing blood to drip down the alter and 
cover the floor. The lamb was still there beside the Bible when they entered. 
It was later discovered that the deed was done by three young men called "Sons of Behal" 

who met at Whiskey Springs. They liked to play tricks on neighbors and for some reason 
especially the Early family. His cornfield had been destroyed, a new plow weecked, and 
horses tied to the edge of a cliff so they fell to their death. They later told people they had 
stolen the sacrificed lame that was a pet of a young crippled boy in the Early family. 
When the young boys did this terrible deed, one young man shouted for John Early to rise 

from his grave. A pillar of fire arose in the door of the church and swept down the aisle. One 
of the boys was not able to see or speak, had to be carried to his home a mile away, and was 
in a stupor for much of his life. The others could barely stand to live with the guilt. But no 
charges were filed as the church people agreed, " Vengeance is mine saith the Lord." 

The story was first written by Solomon Mercer in the Daily Jeffersonian on April 20, 1899. 
He had a personal interest in the story as his father, James Mercer, lived in the 
northwestern part of Guernsey County in Wheeling Township. His neighbor was John Early. 

Mercer remembered this tale well as he was there when it happened. Everyone was headed 
to Sunday School that morning in their best church dress. When they entered the church, the 
smell of the killed lamb was so strong that no services were held there that day. Mercer even 
remembers his father and another family member earring the lamb between two sticks out 
the church door. 

For many years, Jim Rogers of Orrville kept the Bible in his home 1.mder glass in a special 
table he had built. He had received guardianship of the Bible from his wife's aunt. At the age 
of 92, Jim wasn't well and asked the Newcomerstown Muse um if they would display the 
Bible there. It was added to their collection in J1.me of 2020 after being gone from 
Newcomerstown for 150 years. 
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(abo\'e} The Jerusalem Church in Stonecreek. The 
log building was pm up in 1815 at a cost of 
$300. The frame house was built in 1842 for 
$700. The brick church was erected in 187 at a-
cost of $2,000. 

11111 





,History of Early's Church 
MITCH WISE ' 

' L '"NEWCOMERSTOWN NEWS 

I··------------------------------------------, ••i· John Early played a fiddle for country-dances until he 
. · :.:was converted to the Christian faith. 'Thereafter the fid-
." .rlle was a tool of the devil and Early traded the frolick-

ing country music for songs from the Methodist hymn-
book. · · 

, ~ · : Early was born ·in 1780 and raised in the hills of 
Harrison County. It would be in those hills that he would 

, ., .;4ear the gospel and surrender his life to the One that 
-.-,~gave it to him. In 1844, at the age of 64, he moved to 
• 1 ,~t1em~EY County with his wife Catharine. The couple 
,. > hao purchased a property near the Tuscarawas County 
' · -.~: line and built an eighteen by twenty-four foot log cabin. 
,_ '.The cabin would be the Earlys' home and also served as 
,: .. a meetinghouse for worshipers of the faith. As time went 
: •.;.on, Early's congregation grew and a twenty-five foot by 
·-~1thirty-foot log church was built. 
• , i_ John Early died in June of 1853 and was buried in the 
'1;1 -church cemetery beside the only other grave at the time, 
, _ _. . .that of his recently departed sister . 
. · : The death of John Early did not stop the members of 

. ; ,,_;the.church and the gospel meetings continued. The con-
,-.-,;gregation met regularly, worshiping the Lord and 
" ; _preaching the word to the ruthless frontier folk in that 

·. , , .~ area . 
. , ~- But there are those for whom the preaching of truth has 
,,_ ,;po meaning. The demon of. alcohol had visited a local 
.. ,, ;group of men and those men, known to many in that area 
.: ', _as the "Sons of Belia!," invited that demonic being into 
,_, :their hearts and minds. To them the gospel that John 

· .; .. parly had preached was foolishness . 
: : • i Early had left behind some family. In the early 1860's 
; ,,, H was known that a descendent of John Early, a young 

crippled boy, lived near the church'. Clinton Early was 
.described as "a_ poor little fellow, ·crippled in the legs and 

• •. :··\;ouldn't walk, but just crawled around the yard and 
,_, '. played with his pet lamb." 
.-.. , ;} That poor lamb would play a part in one of the most 
, , · ,hideous sacrileges of that day or any day since. One 
. •:Jvfay night in 1863 or 64 the Sons of Belia!, actually a 
_; •j:lrunken father and his two. sons, stole the young lad's 
., ,1-jamb and carried it toward the church. The doors of the 
' .. i ·~h~rch were not built for keeping people out so it was no 

problem for the heathens to breiik in. 
The room was divided by a center aisle and at the end 

of it was an altar and pulpit made from rough cut lum" 
ber. Upon the altar was a large Bible, opened for public 
viewing and full pf the words for which the Sons of · 
Belia! had no understanding. 

The lamb was carried down the aisle and laid across 
the altar on top of the Holy Book. A knife was used to 

,cut the throat of the young lamb. The blood soaked the 
pages of the Bible but one verse still shone through the 
crimson stain. " Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

The youngest of the brothers, drunken with the wild-
ness of the deed, stood upon the altar and shouted with 
his loudest voice, -"John Early, come forth from your 
grave!" 
If not Early, the Lord rumself may have answered the 

call of that unfortunate son. The men saw a brightness 
· appear, and they turned to see a pillar of fire in the cen-
ter aisle, advancing toward them . 

The men screamed and ran for the door. The youngest 
son was dumbstruck and permanently blinded. He could 
not speak and had to be carried home. He died a few 
years later in the county infirmary. The father dfank 
himself to death and died a violent death at the hands of 
those demons that had controlled his life. The other son 
tried to escape his past by leaving the community, but 
was later arrested for murder and died in prison. 

The congregation was content that God would s_erve 
his own justice and it seems He did just that. The lamb 
was removed from the church and services resumed 
within a few weeks. 

The church was replaced by a second in 1874. Today a 
comcrib stands on the site of the second church. There 
is no trace of the first church, which was located just 
inside the gates of Early's Cemetery. John Early and his 
wife Catherine are buried at the Cemetery. Early's tomb-
stone has been broken in two, perhaps the work of 
another that would dare to follow in the footsteps of the 
"Sons of Belia!." 

The "Sons of Belia!" are long gone and so are the 
wooden structures. But the bloodstained bible is still in 
existence today, which proves that God's word does 
endure. God is not mocked. 

a st9ry of sacrilege 



.Mitch.Wise/Newcomerstown News 

Early's first church was replaced 
by a second in 1874. Today a corn-
crib stands on the site of the sec-
Qnd church. There is no trace of 
the first church, which was locat-
ed just inside the gates of Early's 
Cemetery. John Early's tomb-
stone has been broken in two, per-
haps the work of another that 
would dare to follow in the foot-
steps of the "Sons of Belial." At 
the right is the tombstone of John 
Early, who died in June of 1853 
a.nd was buried in the church 
cemetery beside the only other 
grave at the time, that of his 
recently departed sister. this 
photo shows the headstone of 
John early and his wife 
Catharine. John early's stone has 
been broken in two . 
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Early~s Church Bible still remains in existence . 
WILLIAM CASTEEL 
NEWCOMERSTOWN BUREAU 

GUERNSEY -Through a 
litlile peFseverance, the locally 
amed Early's Church Bible 

has been located following ilis 
ast known public appearance 

47 years ago. 
After a bit of "detective 

work" it was found that the 
i.ble is currently in fue p0s-

session of an individual that . 
is a relative of the last pers@n 
known to have the Bible 47 
years ago. For the sak:'e of 
the individual's privacy, the 
current owner's name will 
not be revealed. The owner 
reports that over the past 
several years Narious indi-
vidual's that have researched 
the Bible's infamous back-
giround have attempted to 
claimed ownership on the 

ible in recent years stat-

ing it is actually property of 
the Methodist Church and 
the church's national affili-
ates since Early's Church was 
a Methodist denomination 
~these mentioned individuals 
are not associated with the 
local Christ United Methodist 
Chureh, or any of the other · 
lecal Melhodist _churches). 
The owner reports having 
received numerous harass-
ing phone calls, letters, and 
unwelcome visits, literally to 
the owner's front door, with 

.. each of these callers, writers, 
or visiter's intentions being 
to remove the Bible from the 

black magic or satanic rituals. 
AccoFding the an article 

printe4 in the Newcomerstown 
News in August 1964, the 
Early's Church Bible was 

current owner. The owner also The worn leather cover of the 
reports that since the Bible has Early's Church Bible is very 
been desecrated it is also of 
prime interest to satanic based 

. cults. The owner said having 
received contact from several 
such individuals requesting to 
purchase the Bible for use in 

fragile but remains intact. 

briefly on display in the 
Newcomerstown Nf!WS office 
window as part of an exhibit 

for the town's Sesquicentennial 
and has not been viewe<d by 
the public since that time. 

In November 2010, mem-
bers of the Newcomerstown 
Historical Society were 
privileged to be able to see 
and photograph the Bible. 
The owner rep0rts that the 
Bible was given to the owner's 
relative by an original Early''!! 
Church member pnior to the I 
church being dismantled many 
years ago. It has remaine<d in 
the current owner's famiiy 
since that time. The owner 
reports the individuals that 
have attempted to lay claim 
on the Bible have no affilia-
tion with any of the original 
church congregation. The 
current owner said the Bible 
will passed on to the owner's 
children and later on to the 
grandchildren. 

The owner states having 

While the Bible has no inscriptions to indicate that it belonged 
to Early's Church, the second page of the Early's Bible sliows 
that the Bible was printed in 1851. The date corr.elates closely 
with the historical information that the event at Eal'ly's too~ 
place sometime around the Civ.U War. 
every intention "to keep the the local folk lore can be hand-
Bible in the family along with ed down for many generations 
it's historical accounts so that · to come." 



'I'Iie esecraf1on of 
WILLIAM CASliEEl 
NEWCOMERSTOWN BUREAU 

GUERNSEY - Its been 
nerutly 150 year-s since local 
residents first hewd of the 
desecratioa that occurred at 
EaFly's Church and the S0ns of 
Beliai l>eing resp0nsib1e for it. 
But the story continues to live 
on thtrough the folklore that 
seems to be passed through 
each generation of local resi-
dents. 

The accounts of the incident 
appeared in news print as far 
l>ack as 1899, bein.g reca:l!le.d 
by Solomon Mercer. He and 
his family had rresided near the 

_ Early family, and the structure 
"---1iha~s fiirst known as the . 

Early's Meeting House - later 
as EaFly's Church. In subse-
quent years, efforts were made 

··--to change t!he chUFd1's name 
·on Methodist Chureh, 

but somehow the name of 
Early's Churoh sustained, and 
remained s0 until the church 
closed it•s doors n13arly a cen-
tury later. 

The founder of Ewly's 
ChUFch, J©hn Early Sr. and 
his wife, Catherine, moved 
to Guernsey County in 1844, 
having previ0usly resided 
in Hams0n C0unty. Sho!.il;Jy 
after·arriving in Guernsey 
County,, the Early's purchased 
land situated just nerth of the 

'Fuscarawas County bolllldary 
line 0n which they built their 
log ll0me, then later provided 
0ne acre for a 25- by 30-foot 
meet!ing h0use (chureh) and 
a family cemetery. Early, a 
devout Methodist minister, 
later died in June 1853 and 
was interred in the family 
cemetery that was situated on 
the west side of the meeting 
house (church). Early was the 
sec0ncl family member to be 
buvied in the cemetery follow-
mg a sister who had died sev-
eral years prior. 

Legend said 0n a beautiful 
Sabbath (Sunday) morning ·in 
Mey, sometime in the .early 
1860s, the church's members 
were pFeparing to enter the 
strueture for their weekly wor-
shlp when a horrible deed was 
r.evealed. There on the church's 
alter lay a slain lamb with the 
open Bible underneath and it 
was sevei;el~ splashed with the 
slain lamb's blood. Needless to 
say, t!he members did not have 
their wotship service that week 

· due to the stench ·of the dead 
lamb. Instead, they spent the 
Femai.t:i.der of the day cleaning 
the ehurch and airing it 0ut so 
that sei:vices c0uld resume the 
following week. Mercer recalls 
watehin.g his father remove 
the deacl lamb's body from the 
church that day, a sight w.hich 
he said still remained a vivid 
me.mory many years later. The 

ar y's Church remains local le·gend 
chUFeh membeFS c0ntinued to 
Iest0i;e order to their house of 
worship ancl held services the 
following Sunday as if nothing 
unusual had occurred. 

Shortly after the incident, 
churcJ;i membeFs learned 
that a local group of three 
men known as the Sons 0f 
Belial were responsible for 
the f\eeeitiful act. The S0ns 
of Bllial were known to 
freq~ent a place south of 
NewcomeFstown known as 
Whi~key Spliings. TheFe, they 
would· while away the hours 
gambiing, playing ewds and 
plotting mischief on the neigh-
boring iiesidents of the area, 
of main interest was the John . 
Ear.ly family. They reportedly 
had desttoyed the Early fam-
ily's corn :Eield, w~ecked a new 
plow that had only recently 
been purchased and later tied 
a team of the Early family's 
houses s0 near the edge oi a 
steep embankment that the 
poor c1eatures fell ov.er the 
edge to their death. The Sons 
of Belial also later l'e1110rtedly 
were attributed to the murder 
of a local sehool teacher with 
the last name of Hevelow. It 
was said that the teacher was 
doubtlessly murdered for his 
meager pay that l\e had col-
lected earlier that day. He 
was supposedly returning 
home from Coshocton that 
same day when he suddenly 

disappearecl, never to be seen 
again. At that time; the main 
road between Coshocton 
and Newcomerstown, which 
was known· as Cadiz Road, 
passed by the area ~f Whiskey 
Springs. -Years later on May 
28,·1859, a skeleton was 
plowed up in a field south of 
Newcomerstown. Mrs. Dugen, 
the sister of the missing teach-
er, immediately was sent for 
and positively iden.tified the 
skeleton as that of her missing 
brother (by the appearance ©f 
the teeth). 

However, the Sons of Belial 
gained their greatest infamy 
through the despieable act that 
occurred at Early's Church 
several years later. The st0ry 
states that the group of men 
- all drun}<:en fFom a night of 
consuming alcohol - stopped 
by the Early famiJly's fa.nn and 
stole a pet lamb of a crippled 
child, a relative of John. 
Early's. They then proceeded 
to the church, busting down 
the dopr. They placed the lamb 
011 tlte open.Bible which lay 
on the alter, then slit the poor 
creature's throat with a pocket 
knife, it's blood spilling over 
the pages of the Bible. One of 
the men approached the pulpit 
and in a loud voice calling out 
"John Early, come forth from 
your grave!" Information gath-
ered from the church's records 
indicate that at that moment, a 

surge of fire rolled through the 
church's door, stFiking the man 
dumb and blind. He required 
to be carried from the church 
as he could neither stand, nor 
speak. Some of the church 
members spoke in favor of 
punishing the desecrators 
somehow, but one of the. Early 
family relatives, who later 
became a leader of the Early's 
Church, advised the members 
to do nothing. He said the 
men had desecrated the house 
of God and would surely be 
given the wrath of punishment 
from powers that were greater 
than man could ever give. His 
adviee was followed. 

The story said alrthree of the 
Sons of Belial died without 
hope. The youngest man of 
the trio died stone blind in an 
infirmary, while another died 
such a painful death that he 
kicked down his own bed as he 
lay dying. The remiiining man, 
supposedly, later died a pecu-
liar death years later. 

The original log church 
(which Stood where the cur-
rent cemetery is located now) 
was torn down in 1874. A 
new white painted, clapboard 
church was built earlier that 
same year just to the north 
of the cemetery near the 
Tuscarawas boundary line. 
The church remained active 
for many years, later merging 
with the two local Methodist 

chw;ches in Newcomerstown. 
The building and surrounding 
property, except for the c,em-
etery was later sold and even-
tually became the property of Mr: and Mrs. Paul Russell. 
The aging structure fell into 
ruin, 'collapsing t0 the ground, 
accor.ding to a feature that 
appeared in the June 20, 1984, 
edition ©f The Newcomerstown 
News. 

Accounts of Mer<:er's story 
was also featured in a book 
written by a retired Methodist 
minister Lonzo Green titled, 
."Tales of th.e Buckeye Hills." 
The original Early's church's 
blood stained Bible was later 
in t!he possession of a local 
.Newe0merstown Fesident 
Chester Herbert and was 
briefly 0n cdi.isplay t0 the public 
in The Newcomerstown News 
office's wind0w during the 
August 1964 Sesquicentennial 
celebr.ation. lts whe1eab0uts 
now are unknown. 

· A little known., interesl!ing 
fact about the Ear~y's church 
Bible, accor.cling to Green's 
feature was that on the page 
that was ppen. in the Bible 
and became stained with the 
lamb's blood was this verse, 
"Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.'·' 
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BI ooD-S~EAHED BIBLE RECALLS .'lPILLAR OF FIREff 

THAT FLINDED ITS DE.SEC~'>;~'QRS 80 YEARS AGO 

Ncwcom0rstown, Ohto Aug . JO'--It wss ·a bright Sunday morning in Mey anl 
the followers of ;Early's church nea·r the l:>"order line between Tuscar-

. awns and 'dtuernsey counties in eas,.tetn, Oh.to, were dressed in their> "'go-
to ... meeting''. ·clothes, re~dy .for'. SU\\dey school • . The vanguard of the 

.• 

li tt.le group pushed back the .ponderous door of ·the log. ·stri\Ct.ure and 
walked in. Together they emi tt~d a ~, ,gesp _,. Beside the altar Bible . lay 
a dead . lamb, its blood . had be.en · sweared o\'er ·the pages ~n had· dripp{3d ,,.>• ·· · 
down the altar on to the ·t1oor.. Ho~r1f1ed :at the sight of the mock .~ 
sacrifice, the oonr;regation had to abandon 'j.ts services-,. the stench 
was too strong • ' · · 

• • • J • . .. • ;' ' \ 

TOd.ay, this blood .. st.a ined ·Bible is ·in :t;,he poss~ssion of Mrs, Jacob 
Herbert of Newcome~stown. To aged r'esid.ents who remember the story of 
the "pillar of fire'' ,.,..hich · avengeq_ the desecratio1 ... of John Early's 
Bible one night in the lonesome Guernsey county .hills nearly 80 years 
ogo, it . stands as silent: testimony · that "God is not mocked" an.d that . 
His ven~eance can be ·swift aAd terrible. ~!t ·was the wrath qf God "-· 
that struck them," said Mrs. Frank Dastor as she r6oked ih her Old-
Fashioned chair on the porch of. her home here and recalled the inci-
dent . "'The men wpo did that· act were just plain wicked." ' . · 

. . . . . . . 
Prelude to tern dcsacrorntion, nccorO.lnc; to crumblin0 church recor(1S' 
otc1·tad tihen Johll l~nrl~, r.in itincrnte dc\ht)d1st ;1Astol', a1~rived 111 tho 
C'-ucrmH:.Y count~ scttl cuie:nt fot1r mi lcs south of ;,Jmrco~nri:rstown in the · 
::; )i°'itl ;~ of l8L~o. Hn hm1 been c(i)nvert~d 'shortly before iri 1~enrby Ilarri-
con county. l\ t tho~r;n ·ho1nn bufldint~ , ann · f1r$t .. crop :llonti.nr; in this 
cOramunity had lcif't A(.nnrently 11 ttle . tim~ Of inclinntion for l!Ol'Shi :·', 
J:n1·1y an<L~J few ·or >t11e pipne.er fnrrners dret-·! sim.,.,lo l)lnns for thp . . 
church4 . A ~rove ·or popla·j,,s ntop the hichest ... knoll \'ios choson tor thr. 
site-. ·Soon axes flAstie<l in · the sw1liie;ht:. Finally• the :'~1rlf chyrch, 
ro it cn.m~ to be . knO!·m i"ecr'lvca its ' ln~t chihr,le:. t-lna do·r~sa tlt'n t'lo<S.2> 
Pine hermS Shllfflcd · t\:10. foet - 0~. th~ first COtmre~;r.itiQn. . ·,, 

T'lro. C.'.Jetor clearly' .. recalls ·: the log cablh ho~se of worahip. .i.t.e · . 
sturcl:; . clay. filled ~·1a11s turn~d aside the m~mtul , 'htllt0"9 ,.,in~s nr"'i 
1~e;;tt out · th0 ro ins: of irlnny yer.lrs. Eouc;h-hevn .. lumbor . floor•i11['; formr3<J . 
nin.1le ninlc Hflioh dlvidcd the 25-JO foot -room intd two cquril par·ts. 
'!'he. scats, iit:S. c~stor recollcd, ·were s ) lit lo&,s with I1Ct::s nrivcn 
into tbcm. tor· s~p)ort. !.\ °!}Ot•bcllied stove lmt'mf>d t~c lntel'~or. ~1 
~~ns a~out eic;ht: years old 1·rhen that . terrible thin~ h~l"»t)Onetl, ·' the~ • 1~- 0 yeor-oln widoN o:.!id. ·. Joht'l ~rly ha(3. since cUc(1. and his r.;t-Bve stood in 
th~ shndou of · thq church. · ny' now tl'fo first · scattEH"cd . few ';rorshi:x1crs 
hnd :;rown to . a stPuil<1ch fj:r6ul{J t·rhO nttentled · scrv\cfoo · rogttl8rl7. 

. . ' ,. . . . . ' ' 

'.l'hcru N&IS ·, }loi1over~ · ri grOU)i (')f r.1€n ,• ln · the OOm~tuil,ty WhO t·rnre referred 
to. liv t'hc others ao 11.Soils of Beli cl" •. 'not havtnr~ o-p(iortuni ty, or 
pot?nibly desire .• ' to a~rnocititc 111 th the . church racmbcrs • _ th~y often 
riticul0d the rolitiOllS hohits of othcr.s• In tho•Horc1s o( Hnrvey 
Dull~ @7 , ' : .. mothof long ... ti:.1~ 1•co1c:~""nt uho remembers, thcrJJ , . "'!'hey 

• .. . 
• 

, 
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were as ornery 8S it ~~s ~02siblc fo~ hu~qn bein~s to be--up to that . 
time." One ti ;·:10 they <Julle~l ury -:;,,.ro rot·rs oi' corn in a field just to 
have sonet"!1inr: to do~ ·.' . ~other tirn.e t'.':c·! tied <:i horse cloqe . to t1::,.. • 
eci :-;c of a cliff o 'i'he hcl"'se firn~lly 3l:iroed cm tt.c cd_::~ '3!':.d. · r~~- 1 .to 
its dea~h, ~s the ~en cnlculated it wou1c: 
T·::c 1 :..: st c!Jbin li2;l1c h·.1d been extin3uished one niGht t·:hen three of :'.:'~_ ... . 
r.1en h.qvin,:-; ~'hit tb~ cu·9s h:sirder th::.m t!su:=il, 03de their ~7iJY. to the 
yarO. of n nej_f.:hbor. Eere they snatchcC. a pet lamb and then . stE1rtm1 
~or the church. The lomb 11ad b0en the : pet of ·a little crirrr:iled b~~r~ 
In the church the intruders carried the bleatint anioal nlon~ the 
c:. isle ~o the al tar built by Pastor Erirl'y.. .~~here lay tha ;,ible, Oi1en 
ana. ~·r:1 i tin3 !or the Sunday r:10rnins service. ,Then t~10 11 sacrifice'' 
b•\snn, ·:Iith little coM-vulsion they slashed the lar1b's throcit. ·rnood. 
s:Jre!'.:H.l slo:·rly '.::lCross tl!e Bibleo :Jot content uith this, they thumbed . 
chrou:.:,-h th;:; boo1;;: s:'.lear:i nt:r, blooc~ on the ;1ages as t·:ey turn~a ~hem~ · 

'.:'he son of one of the other ti·•o men was not to be G ceco;1d in evil. 
deeds. ;\fter the a.edCratidn, accord in.<?; to a cl;urch record, he · · 
moi..:nt-:;j the f:ulpi t and . in a .icud voice. Ch8.llen~~ed John Sarly t0 ." '. rise 
!:'ro:n !1i s p;r-i:we outsidq,; · Sudde::1y -::;11e mc~'l stoo.::. ~r::nsfixed • .. . :=:.e1'o:i."'e . 
the r;l tor o ;':: illgr of fir·e" ::-;reu _j_h brilliance until it bl~ndecl the 
eyes of ~-~-;9 c>:~.n:=: 5.n,· : desnra tors~ ':'hE:y t!ire~:1 u·--, their Drns in 1·:iL: 
t'-•r..-• · n"" -~ ,.._..,. '"""''Tl"' ·I-"',·· ·J.···c·e·..-; ·t1.-.e· ·1· r · , · ~t:i~r fro::i .fc.~ ... r- _:_·.-,ri •. ·. :.c1 · tr!: .. oP ... ts cf tr.c \..# •• \.. If' ' .., ,_, - V Q , . , CJ J •• I ~ .· t.l '# .:. " ~ I • ~:) 

:>lde:r rnc->n. D~~t t~:e you lf; ;;:an 1·Jtn hed- shouted the ch3llenge w<rn str".Jc}t 
:-:.1.rn1b c. :; Ee c~;ulr:)_ neithe:'." •.:>te.!ld nor ~ps-:;~ i:md h:.io to be c..-~rricc~ ·: o t.i~ 
:~om8,, ' ' stBtes ·1 chu:-c}: ::'\'~cord. T.~e r:re~1~s ni.i;ht of hilaEity b~d -turned 
into one of terror. · 

t•r·o:.il. Hasn't the end of tl:eir troubles, either, nr1rs • . Castor recr.lllccl • . 
f"fic .;r0v.nr, m~n "'ent "'hlin.:1 :: few ron~hs L:it~r nncl in f1 few yeeirs c~iPC: 
1·r1 ~ ... 1 1"rf1·-,,....,~ ,..., •• !) h1,,,,. r,.,t},~ ·r dr:.· s~r1·hcf; n~..., r."!"-~ ' of •_;iorr. :;:·~ ·-.n \....t"- • .L . .a...1 r:~ .. ~ o .i . • .l. o..J .;.: . -t ~ ' ..: ::= !l ... --;; v i.J ·~- ~ .• -:.> n . .. ~ . .4J..&. -

ordi~a:cy ::..ntellir:;eneA 9 h;.:.;d once been a r.r.ember of the church but ··he 
leve e'"~ his ~u:;s ., r: ' 1Ite fell vie ti~ to the cups too, " sn id ;-irs. Co stor· . 
ndyi:i!-~ .:;o :1ard th.~Jt lie could haroly be held in bed.'' ':':'he o-l;her 
c1e:sct..:!·atGr Ni th some co:nnanions, soon 1t?ft . the neip;hborhoodo '~l-m of 
thC"·-: ~-rerc ~!_ c::tcr irr·~~"isoned for nurder9 '1 .. rei--Ts . corne of the do.:-th of 
ell c": ~·:. c.""! 7 '.! states a church chronicler, ''and they all died witt'ii 0 1il.'\f' 
l~O" ~. c • 11 

A flC"; cl1urr:::1 r e;,.; l r.-1Cl)G J"ohn Rarly' s first hmrne of ~·,'O'.;."Shi"!J' 8ut the 
~rlrin<jl r:.< .. Y:e Enrly~s c!1urch, had been reti:lined. 7he lo~ 'bu.ildin:; 
l:a s lonr; been rmr:cnred fro:·1 i tc hi r;h knoll nnd a fraT.c structure s"tt~11c1s 
acre :2S the road in i:iusoare. 1.·r'"'l :3 county• '1' l1e CJ:>i:;inG 1 cernetery .StDndS 
-v:el 1 te~dcd :·ri th its \)18 in he::ld stone ::s we~ ther.;..be3 ten iriscrintion. 
Only a fCi.i residents of fjs~.·J•Jnr;;c'rstoNn can renembcr the blood-s:S;.Jlned 
Hi.ole act~ - · --~ nmn,<:; t.hetri G:re Hrs. Casto::."', ~ lir. Dul land, f1:.u'iQ11 "forcer a 
forr.icr r.::-~yor of Ne1.:.1cone1'sto~·m~ 'i'I1e Di bte is sbm-m to many . Dcrsons 
each year at the hqMe 0f ~rs~ Herbert. On one of its defiled .-ases 
it has ;J . ~ :c:sss:r;e that st'.:1niis 1 ike a '··mr:nin~ ; to a 11 ·who witness i.ts 
desecration: -1'.De n(Jt '.5.ec.ei v-e 9 "Sod is not mocked; fo :c whosoever ;-:i m;1n 
sm1eth, thG1t shall he ;_:; lso r.e::rp. " Was i .t <Jctu:Jll;{ n 11 ~illr.:r o!' fire" 
that struck thcr:?? ; :hsts somct~in<=~ we'l.l. never know," nr. :Cu11 
""r··--1 1· ed · J. _,, .. - · .&.. • 

\ 

\ 



) - .... _... ~..,- -- - . ,_ 

pt;ILT 1961 



( 

ffi8tory -0f St. Jacob's 
~utheran Cliurch Given 

?t 

' 
. ~ congregation of St. Jacob' s 

~ubhet1an church, 75 members, will 
if.ficially become members of St. 
!aul's Lutheran church thts morn· 
~g during the worship service. 
~Dr. Herbert Veler, president of 
the Ohio synod, will preach. 

The congregation of St. P.aul',g 
.accepted the property of St. Jac-
ob's church, south of Newcomers-
town, on May 2, 1958. This action 
was followed by many business 
transactions to make the mergzr 
possible on this !:lat e. 

As far a·s can be delermined, 
the eady history o'f St. J acob'0s 
church began with the settlement 
of som1e German families about a 
mile south of the present churcth 
in the early 1800's. Why these fam-
mes settled in the hills instead of 
the Tuscarawa.s rive'l" valley is pos-
.sibly explained by the fa.ct thta.t 
the hill country was free from 
plague and malaria that struck 
the peop}e in the valley. , 

This comm unity at that Ume 
ihad three ·churches, the Zion ME 

~r '"ch, built of logs on the pres-
, stte of the Zion cemetery; the 
Plea.sa·nt View Baptist church, 
built of p1ank<s, and the Luthe·ran. 
~hurch, also a Jog structure. 

This Luth•eran church was buiilt 
.a'found 1820 to 1825. When this 
ehurch bec0ame too small the con-
.gregati.on decided to move it from 
Union hill to anotb·er loc·ation on a 
better road and nearer the Lubher-
ian cbmmunity. This new sit-e w.a0s 

on the old Coshocton-Cadiz ro.ad 

1 
leading to Pittsburgh. 

OV'er tMs road, cattle, sheep, 
horses, hogs and even turkeys 
v.·er·e driven to the eastern mar-
kets. This mad wa•s used lJec·ause 
it avoided the necessity of cross-
ing the Tuscarawas rhnzr. 

The new church wa.s constructed 
of planks, had three windows on 
each side and the pulpit wa.s high 
and endosed. There were two 
rows of seats with benches 10 feet 
long. The entire cost of the new 
building was $1,207 .05. Of this 
amount, $907 was pl-edged by the 
member.s and on the day of the de-
dication of the church the balanc•a 
was donated, making the church 
debt free. Rev. G. C. Smith of 
New Philadelphia preach~d the d'E.'-
dioa:tion sermon and R·ev. L. A. 
Bush was the pastor o! the churnh . 

J•oseph Load•a- directed the build- -
ing of this church. The organization 'Cd St. Jaocb's in memory 6I the I 
of the church went into effect M.ay two men. · j 
23, 1897, wiuh 25 charter members. 
Councilmen were Charl·es Smith, 
William Schlupp, Christian Neider-
hauser, George Loader and Wil-
liam Harbert. Oharles Rothenstein 
and John Hiackenbr·acht were e1'ec-
t:ed trustees . On Oct. 20 of that 
yea'!" they joined the East Ohfo 
synod and formed · a charge with 
St. Paul's in Newcomersbown. 

The land for the new church was 
donal!Z11 by J·acob Boltz and the 
.cemetery 1 land was donated by 
Jiacob MiLler. 'I'he cilmrch was call-

Members at the time included , 
the Hackenbrachts, Filmans, Robb ~ 1· 

ensteins, Schlupps, Arts, Neider-
hausers, Millel's, Boltz Wolffs, I 
Shafers, lfarbolds Opphile~ Den- ' 
zers, Schwabs Coles and W1dd·er.s . : 

The bell for the new chuorch was ' 
purchased from the MP church at · 
Wolf for $100 . The pastor at that 
timt! was paid $75 a yaar. 

From M1·e time of becoming a 
charge wilh bhe Newcomerstown 
church, they had · the same pastor 
who served the county charge on 
Sunday aftet"noons, 

The church property includ·as I 
the church, t·hc cemeteTy and two : 
acres of ground, and is pleasanlly 
situated on ' top of bhe hill. The 
church has been kept in exeellcnt 
cond~tion by tlra work of the Ladies 
Aid society. The cemetery is also I 
kept up and. a provision to continue 

1 the care of both ha.s been made. 
The La<lies Aid Society will :ilso 
continue to function. 

Th-e church still has its German 
' Bible, tll'a language taught in the I 
Sunday school in the ea:rly days 
of the C!hurch, and a pipe org:in, I 
which is still .in the churnh but . not I 
us·ed. ' j 

The program this morning wHl I 
a.lso include a dedicat ion service : 
for the new FeUowship hall of St. 
Paul's. A congregational dinner 
will be s•arved in the hall at noon 
for all members and firi.en<lts of bhe -

J church. . 





Glasgow 

Today one must almost hunt 
for Glasgow. Scarcely a 
dozen houses remain of the 
200 dwellings, the two 
churches, the three general 
stores and the eight saloons. 
The road, branching off 
Route 16, three miles east 
of Newcomerstown. 

Glasgow 

~·· 
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The Country Church 
The Birds Run Community Church was or-

ganized in 1898 as The Bridgeville Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

When the Methodist Church merged and 
became the United Methodist, it became the 
Birds Run Community Church, owned and 
operated by the people of the Birds Run 
community. 

Today the congregation has an average atten-
dance of 30 to 40. There are Bible studies, Sun-
day school classes for all ages and a choir. 

The pastor is Jim Lee and the music ministry 
is coordinated by Mrs. Michelle Lee. 

The Birds Run Community Church is located in Birds Run, 
Wheeling Township, Guernsey County. 

/(-<I$' J ~ I 0 G £- t1 ( !l 0 OJ .fr c ;{ 1.1/?C ~J 
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The Birmingham United Methodist Church is in Monroe Township, 
Guernsey County, in the Village of Birmingham. 

The Country Church 
The first Birmingham Methodist Church was 

built in 1839. It was a stone structure in the 
northeast section of Birmingham (then known as 
Milnersburg). 

The original structure was used as a church for 
32 years . In 1871, a plot of land was purchased 
from Robert and Rachel Daugherty for $150 to 
relocate the church . The present frame structure 
was erected on that site by R. V. Daugherty & Son 
during that year. 

During the years 1973-1978, the interior was 
completely renovated and a frame addition was 
added . Over the years the church has been 
remodeled to meet the standards of the times. 

Today there are 52 members, church services 
and Sunday school are held weekly. The pastor is 
the Rev. Gene Miller. 

Guernsey United Methodist Church. 

The country church_. • • 
The Guernsey United Methodist Church was organized in the 

1830s and was known as the Birds Run Bible Society. It also 
was referred to as a Methodist Protestant Church. At the time 
of ~ts organi7.Cltion, the church was a log structure located north 
of Guernsey, at the comer of C9uncy Road 33 (North Eighth 
Street Road) and Township Road 382 {Zion Road) near the 
Guernsey Cemetery. 

Tu.e existing building was built in 1893 in Guernsey. In 1935 
a flood caused three feet of water to enter the church sanctuary, 
destroying the books, pews and the organ. 

There are now 15 members of the Guernsey United Methodist 
Church and the lay minister is Gary Marlatt of Newcomerstown. 
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ent site. It was partially remodeled then. In 1962 it was 
completely remodeled. In 1969 the parsonage on 
McKinley Avenue was sold and the present parsonage 
was built. · 

The church gives to World Missions. In 1951 they 
began with a contribution of $400 and now it is over 
$10,000 annually. The minister at present is Rev. O.E. 
Ghere and he has worked here for thirty-seven years. 
Their son is a chaplain for the Army in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Their daughter's husband is a pastor for the church in 
Corona, California. 

Over the years many pastors have fed the flock in this 
area. They are Rev. and Mrs. Floyd Brock, Rev. and Mrs. 
Clare Borman, Rev. Maybelle Reel, Rev. and Mrs. 
Eugene Robertson, Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Crawford, Rev. 
Virginia Willheight, Rev. and Mrs. Richardson, Rev. and 
Mrs. W. Trowbridge, Rev. and Mrs. Russell Menges and 
Rev. and Mrs. O.E. Ghere. - Submitted by Rev. O.E. 
Ghere; Written by Doris Baker 

Full Gospel Temple Church 
The Full Gospel Temple Church was set in order in 

July, 1974. It meets in the former St. Jacobs Lutheran 
Church building on township road 107 south of New-
comerstown. The present minister is Roger Bourne who 
has been with the congregation since 197 4. From 1978-
1980 a building program was initiated to modernize the 
building inside and out. The original bell is still intact and 
rings each church service to let the countryside know it 
is time for worship. There is a baptismal service held at 
a river or lake, usually once a year. The church has pic-
nics on the holidays of Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and 
Labor Day. Regular worship services are held Sunday 
morning. Evangelistic services are held Sunday and 
Thursday evenings. 

King's United Methodist Church · 

Jessie Gardner is the superintendent of the Sunday 
School. The present families that attend are those of 
Roger Bourne, Tom Bourne, Frank Bliss, Gary Davis, 
Burris Gardner, Jessie Gardner, Lewis Little, Tom Mar-
cincavage, Ike Meek, Ruth Murphy, Cecil Phillips, Dora 
Ann Quillen, Howard Ross, Jessie Thompson, Olive Wil-
liams, and Earl Wines. - Submitted by Roger Bourne; 
Written by Doris Baker 

Kings United Methodist Church 
Kings United Methodist Church is located close to the 

center of Oxford Township, Tuscarawas County on 
Township Road 107. This church was organized about 
1855 when the first structure was built. The present edi-

Full Gospel Temple Church 
fice stands on the site of the old church building which 
was destroyed by fire. It was opened October 23, 1873 
with Rev. C. Titus as its first pastor. 

The sale of .75 acre from Daniel Anderson to United 
Brethren Church was made on November 1, 1860. In 
November, 1923, the church trustees bought from Virgil 
Stocker an additional 1.93 acre adjacent to the original 
tract to be used as an addition to the cemetery and as a 
community and picnic ground. In 1931 a .17 acre piece 
of ground located below the township road was sold to 
a Mr. Cramlet. 

According to the original deed, it appears that the 
church was first named Mount Pleasant. In 1884 it was 
known as the United Brethren Centenary Church. In the 
1920's the name was changed from Centenary to Kings 
United Brethren Church. In 1946, with the union of two 
denominations (United Brethren and the Evangelical 
Church), the name was changed to Kings Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. In 1964 the church was official-
ly incorporated. In 1968 our denomination merged with 
the Methodist Church and our name was changed again, 
this time to the present one of Kings United Methodist 
Church. 

Celebrations in 1953 and 1973 were held for a home-
coming and centennial, respectively, for the local 
church. Both were well attended. 

Records indicate the following men served Kings 
Church from 1884 to the present: W.O. Siffert, 1884-
1888; M.L. Oliver, 1888-1894; R. Watson 1894-1897; 
G.W. Grubbs, 1897-1902; M.L. Oliver, 1902-1904; W.A. 
Hevlow, 1904-1907; J.S. Jones, 1907-1909; A.E. Grub-
bs 1909-1910; T.J. Roby, 1910-1912; J.S. Jones, 
1912-1913; E.R. Bennet, 1913-1914; A.F. Waterman 
1914-1916; M.L. Oliver, 1916-1923; M.W. Rafeld 1923-
1927; G. Van Tillbrough and C.F. Thompson 1927-1928; 
W.W. Frank, 1928; T.J. Robey 1928-1931 ; F.W. Langel I, 
1931 -1935; S.W. Ellis 1935-1939; H.H . Davis 1939-
1944; L.N. Carmony, 1944-1947; J.J. Wagner, 1947-
1951 ; P.E. Wright, 1951-1954; Ernest Howell, 1954-
1956; Alva Knoll, 1956-1958; George Smith 1958-1961; 
Joseph Miller, 1961-1963; Kenneth Reese, 1963-1964; 
Paul Baxter, Sr., 1964-1967; Roy Maneely, 1967-1969; 
Ralph Dennis, 1969-1972; John W. Wright, 1972-1976; 
Dean McElroy, 1976-1983 and Lee E. Fetters, 1983 to 
present. - Submitted by Mary Welch; Written by Doris 
Baker 

Newcomerstown Church of Christ 
The congregation of the Church of Christ in New-

comerstown had its beginning in the late 1890's when 
Christians met in homes in the area. As early as 1850, 
members were meeting in homes along Buckhorn Creek 
just north of the village. A record of the local congrega-
tion meeting was kept when the Yankee Ridge Church 
assisted the members under the evangelism of l.H. Pen-
nel! of Malta, Ohio. The church began meeting in the 
town hall on Church Street in 1901 . The men who assist-
ed most in the establishment of this congregation were 

Newcomerstown Church of Christ 

the late Mitchell Atkinson, Amos Lynch and Harvey M. 
Eagon. Soon, a move was made to the Haver Buildin~ 
and later, to the McCulley Building for a meeting place. 
Services were held there until the erection of a building 
on the corner of State Street and McKinley Avenue in 
1908. At that time, there was a membership of about for-
ty. The congregation worshipped there for fifty-three 
years and then built the present place of worship in 
1961 . At present, there are approximately 140 mem-
bers. 

In 1923, J.H. Hines began his work as the first located 
evangelist with the congregation. Since that time, such 
men as Oliver Johnson, (1926). Ben S. Thisselle (1926-
1931), Horace E. Taylor (1937), Lewis F. Mills (1940). 
Carl Finley (1940), Kenneth Adams (1942-1944), Ralph 
Bankes (1944-1946), Lawrence Stein (1946-1948), 
Wellington Gallagher (1948-1951 ), Fred Cline ~1951-
1955), David Reppart (1956-1964), Larry Arnold 1964-
1969), Flavil Miller (1969-1973) and Gale Yoho 1974-
to date) have worked with the local congregation. 

Peoples Community Church 
On February 18, 1839, William I. and Anna Maria Peo-

ples deeded ground for the purpose of building a House 
of Worship for members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Also included in this deed was ground to be 
used for the burial of their dead. The trustees at that time 
were Asbury Jones, John C. Evans, William Carter, 
Thomas Carter, John Jones, Joseph Smith, Amos Sim-
pkins, Elija Gil pen and William Peoples. The church was 
organized in about 1843 and very soon thereafter'a log 
meeting house was erected. It was called the Peoples 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Peoples Community Church 

In 1857 this church was destroyed by fire, and the 
same year a new one was built in a different location. The 
membership at this time was about 100 and Rev. L. Tim-
berlake was the minister. On October 19, 1889 an addi-
tional plot of ground was donated by John Booth for 
burial purposes. This is known as the new part of the 
cemetery. 

In 1900 this second church was burned and services 
were held in the Booth Schoolhouse until agreement 
could be made to build another one. The new church was 
constructed on the same foundation during the summer 
and fall of 1901 . This was accomplished through the 
cooperation of everyone in the community, and under 
the supervision of John Harding, who also furnished the 
lumber. This new church was re-organized on April 6, 
1902. At this time the minister was Rev. Schiltz. The offi-
cers were Superintendent - Lonnie H. Meek, Assistant 
Superintendent - Charles Couts, Secretary - Clara 
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Birmingham 

Church celebri 
GERALDINE 0HDE 
BIRMINGHAM CORRESPONDENT 

BIRMINGHAM-Clear Fork Baptist Church will celebrate its 175th an-
niversary on Sunday, Aug. 10, with special speakers, special music, food and 
fellowship. 

The church is located on Bi:oadhead Road just off Freedom Road near Bir-
mingham, nestled in a valley amid the rolling hills of northeast Guernsey 
County. 

The celebration will start with a baptismal service to be held at 9:30 a.m. at 
a pond on the farm of David and Carol Beal. There will be no Sunday School 
and the morning worship will begin at the church at 10:30 a.m., featuring 
special music by the Clear Fork Baptist Choir. The morning speaker will be 
Dr. C. Jeff Wood, executive minister of the American Baptist Churches of 
Ohio from Granville. 

A basket dinner will be held at approximately 12:30 p.m. followed at 2 
p.m. by another service. Area residents who have been members of the 
church for 50 years or more wil,l be honored. The afternoon speaker will be 
Rev. William Humphrey, who pastored Clear Fork Baptist Church from 
1957 to 1961, along with the Old Cambridge Baptist Church. ' 

The Rev. James Ohde, the current pastor for almost 15 years, invites area 
residents and former members to attend the day's activities. 

The Clear' Fork Baptist Church was first established during the early set-
tlement of Monroe township in Guernsey County. On April 20, 1822, a 
small and struggling congregation met as the Clear Fork Regular Baptist 
Church, under the leadership of Elder Benjamin Stone, a Baptist minister 

· from Redstone Baptist Association of Pennsylvania. For some 20 years, the 
congregation worshiped in a plain log meeting house in Birmingham before 
moving downstream about 1 Y. -miles and building a new frame building, 
which remained in use for 36 years. 

In the 1830's, a church was constituted at Newtown (now Peoli), with 
most of the membership coming from the Clear Fork area. This reduced the 
size of the Clear Fork Church and its financial income. 

In 1851, Rev. T. Jones became pastor, remaining for 21 years. Dur-ing this 
time, he baptized 229 persons and 74 persons were received by letter, making 
303 members added to the church. · 

The present house of worship was built in 1880 and dedicated debt-free. 
Just two years later, however, church records were destroyed in a fire during 
tl\e spring of 1882. George T. Jones was appointed chairman of a history 
committee and by August the group had compiled a church history, as best 
they could. 

A church covenant, constitution and by-laws were adopted on Nov. 4, 
1882. Over the next 60 years, a variety of improvements were made. An or-
gan was purchased in 1902, followed by a piano in 1917. A new fence was 
also built around the front of the Clear Fork Baptist Cemetery. The present 
parsonage site was purchased in 1923. In 1924, a steel ceiling was installed in 
the church. The present parsonage was built in the 1940's. 

In the early 1950's, members discussed building Sunday School rooms, 
but because of the proposed Salt Fork Dam and the possibility of flooding, 
nothing was done. Around 1960, a furnace room was built on the back of the 
church and an oil furnace was installed. In the 1960's, after Salt Fork Dam 
was built and there wasn't any increase in flooding, the congregation decided 
to add six Sunday School rooms and a foyer. 

In 1982, the congregation built a "Fellowship Building." The addition of 
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• ates anniversary 

PASTORAL SCENE 
The Clear Fork Baptist Church near Birmingham will have activities 
celebrating its 175th anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 10. Photograph by 
Mrs. Geraldine Ohde. · 

the Fellowship Builµing opened the door for many community activities to 
be held there. Food commodities are distributed, the 50 Plus Club meets 
there, and, from time to time, the Rural Neighbors Club and the Birmingham 
Homemakers use the facilities. For many years, the Clear Fork Baptist 
Church has sponsored the Birmingham Cub Scout Pack and Boy Scout 
Troop. Clear Fork Baptist Church and the Birmingham United Methodist 
Church also take turns hosting the Birmingham Community Vacation Bible 
School. The church also uses the Fellowship Building for their mother/ 
daughter banquet, annual homemade ice cream social, an annual "Harvest 
Supper" and other events. 

Families from Clear Fork Baptist Church were instrumental in starting the 
Old Cambridge Baptist Church. In 1907, the Clear Fork Baptist Church was 
a member of the Northern Baptist Convention, which is now known as the 
American Baptist Churches of Ohio. The church is a member of the Cam-
bridge Baptist Association. 

"Clear Fork Baptist Church is a small rural church that God has used as a 
light house for the community," said Rev. and Mrs. Ohde. "With God's help 
and guidance, Clear Fork Baptist Church will continue to serve Him, lead 
others to His Kingdom and continue to support missions, locally and over-
seas." 



KINGS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Kings United Methodist Church is located close to the center of Oxford Township, 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio on Township Road# 107. The land for Kings Church and 
Schoolhouse was originally part of the Homestead of Richard and Mary King. 
According to History of Tuscarawas County Ohio Illustrated 1884 by Warner, Beers & 
Co., Chicago, ''this church was organized about 1855 when the first structure was built. 
The present edifice, 32 x 36 feet in size, stands on the site of the old church building that 
was destroyed by fire. It was opened October 23, 1873 with Rev. C. Titus as its first 
pastor". 

Sale of% acre from Daniel Anderson to United Brethren Church was recorded in 
Tuscarawas County Court House on November 1, 1860 (Deeds-Vol 43, Page 470). This 
deed reads, in part, as follows: "Know all men by these presents, that we Daniel Anderson 
and Margaret his wife of the County of Tuscarawas in the State of Ohio, in consideration 
of the sum of Twenty Five Dollars in kind paid by Benjamin Betts, Wm N. Anderson & 
Daniel Anderson Trustees of the United Brethren Church at Mount Pleasant of the County 
of Tuscarawas and State of Ohio have bargained and sold." 
In November 1923 the church trustees bought from Virgil Stocker an additional 1.93 acre 
adjacent to the % acre church property to be used as an addition to the cemetery and as a 
community and picnic ground (Deeds-Vol 195, Page 176). In 1931 a .17 acre piece of 
ground located below the township road was sold to Cramlet (Deeds - Vol 213, Page 
548). The church presently owns 2.51 acres. According to the original deed, it appears that 
the church was first named Mount Pleasant. In 1884 it was known as The United Brethren 
Centenary Church. In the 1920's the name was changed from Centenary to Kings United 
Brethren Church. In 1946, with the union of two denominations (United Brethren and the 
Evangelical Church), the name was changed to Kings Evangelical United Brethren Church. 
In 1964 the church was officially incorporated. In 1968 our denomination merged with the 
Methodist Church and our name was changed again, this time to the present one of Kings 
United Methodist Church. 

Kings Church has been traced back through conference records to 1884. At that time it 
became an appointment on the newly founded Centenary Circuit, Muskingum Conference 
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The original configuration of the "Little White Church" 

1858 to 1940 
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Isleta Methodist Church 

The United Methodist Protestant Society was organized around 1830 or 1832 by 
Joel Dalby in Moses Morgan's barn, on the south side of CR 9 just west of its intersection 
with TR 257, where the first several meetings were held. After the organization, 
meetings were conducted in nearby Union schoolhouse. In 1840 a great revial was held 
on White Eyes plains. 

Some of the charter members were the Moses Mongans, the Joseph Mulvanes, the 
John Stouts, the John Mulvanes, the George Leighningers, Catherine Fletcher, Joseph 
Evans and Jenkins Whiteside. Some of the first preachers were Mr. Baker, Thrapp, 
Stephens, Hamilton and Hissey. 

In 1858 the present site was donated by Henry and William Wolfe and the Little White 
Church was built by Lewis Combs, carpenter. The high ceilinged, rectangular structure 
was heated with two pot-bellied stoves, one on either side of the room. The altar was at 
the north end and twin entrance doors at the south. In 1909 the church was remodeled, a 
bell installed and the name changed to the Isleta Methodist Protestant Church. 

In 1946-4 7 a basement, coal furnace and kitchen were installed. In 1958 four new Sunday 
School rooms and a parlor were added to the north and west sides and a new kitchen, oil-
fired furnace and restrooms installed in the basement. The main entrance was moved to 
the north end of the church and the alter to the south. In 1985 the stained-glass windows, 
which had been purchased from the Newcomerstown College Street Methodist Church 
after it was damaged by a tornado and torn down during the 1950s, and a ramp for the 
handicapped were installed. 





203 
Newcomerstown Schools 

The first school in the pioneer history of the township was taught by Jacob Miller, 
son-in-law of Nicholas Neighbor in 1818 at his cabin north of the river, near the county line. 
Another school was said t.o be taught by Seth Hart in the two room cabin of the Stoffer 

family :father east along the river in the area of Pilling St. 
Two small school houses were in the present limits of Newcomerstown, the first school was 

a log school house, which also served as a community center, built about 1820 on the south 
side of the old Pioneer Cemetery on Bridge St. on an acre of land provided by 
Andrew Creter for half to be a burial ground on the north side and a school on the south. 
Another school was on the lot west of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Between the years of 1825 and 1850 several other small school houses were constructed 
in and around the village. The Dame School, a private kindergarten on Neighbor St. In 1846. 
Maria Pilling attended school in town, located about where the Presbyterian Church is now. 

The parents paid individualy for their childs tuition but only the most elementary 
instruction was available. The three "Rs" were the only studies followed and text books 
consisted of whatever literature the pioneers brought with them on their journey westward. 
The Bible was one of the mainstays of the reading class. 

The Union School Builchng built on College St. was constructed in 1856. It was a two-story 
frame building topped with a bell tower. The two rooms on the first floor were used for the 
lower grades, those on the second floor for the higher grades. Two rooms were added in 
1880. Also in 1880 a class of five students received certificates for completing a two-year 
teachers' course. It was later replaced by the East School on the same site in 1898. The four 
upper rooms were used as the High School, The first floor rooms were used for grades one 
to six. Since there was no auditorium in the Union School or the new East School building, 
commencements for the graduating classes were held in other buildings, The first graduating 
class was held in the Presbyterian Church on Friday June 2, 1882. Also used for 1883 & 1884 
graduation classes. After that until 1924, when the High School on State St. was built, the 
stage of the Opera House was used for graduation exercises. 
The East School was damaged in 1955 by a tornato and replaced soon after that with a new 

buildimg. 
Newcomerstown West School was built in 1899 on the S. E. corner of State and River St. It 

was later called the Maplewood Elementary School. it was torn down about 1955. In 1957 a 
new West Elementary was built on Beaver St. A new High School was built in 1924 on the 
S. W. corner of State and River St. In 1968 a new High School was built again on Beaver St. 
and the High School on State St. became the Middle School. 
In 1951 kindergarten classes were held in the school's annex which was located 

behind the State St. High School in a brick house built by John Miskimen in the 1860s 
In 1934 there was a Kindergarten School on the first floor behind the Post Office at 
116 W. Main St. 
WPANursery School 118 112 W. Main St. 1939 
There was a Kindergarten School on Goodrich St. in 1954 
Stocker Ridge School in Oxford Township, N. W. corner of Stocker Ridge Rd. and 
Dunlap Creek Rd. closed in 1954, students then come to Newcomerstown. 
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Our read·ers say: 
History of Stark Patent Rd. 
To the Editor: 

· Joe Mizer's interesting article about rural road names in the 
March 24 Times-Reporter asked, ' '.What could be behind the 
naming of Stark Patent Rd. in Oxford Township?" 

That road name and the words Stark Patent on a barn on 
Mrs. Carl Kaiser's farm near I-77 are all that are left to com-
memorate Oxford Township's very real connection with the 
Revolutionary War. 

In 1801 a grant, o.r patent as it was called then, was issued by 
President Thomas Jefferson to Brig. Gen. John Stark for eight 
lots, along with two to his son., Lt. Archibald Stark, for their 
military service. Together they comprised 1,000 acres in the 
northeastern part of the township . 

. Unfortunately for Gen. Stark, a exhortation he made to his 
hastily assembled New Hampshire milit~amen just before the 
Battle of Bennington in 1777 resulted in his wife being much 
longer remembered. "There are your enemies, the Redcoats 
and Tories," he shouted. "We must beat them back or tonight 
Molly Stark sleeps a widow!" 
· The tract, which began at the west boundary of land present-

ly owned by Roger and Angeline George, extends up the Tusca-
rawas River valley beyond I-77 and northward into the ·hills; 
and never was occupied or perhaps even visited by any of the 

"Stark family. The area's most infamous early resident was John 
Funston, murderer of the "post boy." On Dec. 30, 1825, a{ter he 
had been convicted and hanged at New Philadelphia, his squat-
ter family claimed the body, took it home and buried it some-
where in the Stark Patent hills . 

The property remained intact until 1850 when a right of way 
was granted for the Steubenville and Indiana (now Conrail) 
Railroad. AO;er that, farmers soon began buying the land and 
established a Stark Patent School. The building stood on the 
north side ofE. State Rd., midway in what is now Booth Acres. 

Children of the ~rea attended that school until about 1900 
when the district became part of Newcomerstown Exempted 
Village School District. In those days prior to yellow school 
buses, they rode in a big, black, mud-splattered hack drawn by a 
team of horses. 

It is important to caution, in closing, that the county's rural 
residents · who cherish their local history pay very close 
attention now to the names which may be arbitrarily posted on 
their roads by well-meaning but often poorly informed public 
officials. If protests are not lodged promptly, names of historical 
significa.nce may be forever lost. · 

Lois Zimmer Craig, 
Newcomerstown 
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The tornado that ripped through Newcomerstown 50 years ago in the early .morning hours of 
March 11, 1955, caused major damage to the old East School building. Shown above, the build-
ing sustained roof and upper level destruction and was later razed and a new school constructed 
on the same S. College St. site. The new building opened in 1957. 

This picture postcard, courtesy of Joanie Berger of 
Newcomerstown, shows Newcomerstown High School long ago. 
A postmark date of Jan. 23, 1913, at 4 p.m. was stamped on the 
po_st~ar_d. mailed for=o~n~e~c=en~t·~·-------



Postcard cl910 

The old Maplewood School that stood at the comer of State and 
River streets in Newcomerstown until it was razed in the 1950s 
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Newcomerstown East Elementary School 
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THE POST BOY SCHOOL 
The Post Boy School was located in the little community of Post Boy on Tuscarawas County Road 3 - also known 

as Post Boy Road. The building was dismantled and the land where the school once stood is now owned by Clara Morrison. 
The school closed at the end of the 1944-45 school term and students were taken to Stocker School. Mrs. Lois Miller 

was the last teacher. . · 

~Al ~!/ Memory Lan_ e ').C'Ob 

Students attending the Post Boy School in 1942-43 are shown in 
the above photo submitted by Reuben Etter, Post Boy Rd., 
Newcomerstown. Pictured are, front row (left to right) Shirley 
Walters, Reuben Etter and Roland Walters, and back row, Earl 
Etter, Barbara Walters, Wayne Addy, Eugene Addy, John 
Morrison, Joann Walters, and the teacher, Mrs. Miller. 
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United Methodist Church also known as the Birds Run Bible Society, 
log structure north of Guernsey at the corner County Road 33 
(North Eighth St Road) and Township Road 382 (Zion Rd.) near the 
Guernsey Cemetery. The existing building was built in 1893 in Guernsey 



1958 
School House 
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THE KINGS SCHOOL 
The Kings School is located on Oxford Township Road 107 also known as Kings Ridge Road. The building is still 

standing and is owned by the Kings Community Church which is adjacent to the school site. It is used for the annual 
reunions of the Oxford Township Schools. 

The school closed at the end of the 1947-48 school term, and students were taken to Newcomerstown. 
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In 1939~·Artdetson: . sc11oolhou8e~t ;. 
· which had been- vacated, was moved 
' to Gqernsey and attached to ·the 
existing school house. Birds Run 
School was closed in 1950 so many 
of its students were tranferred to 
Guernsey School , making it 

, necessary to use the township house 
as a school room, too. The old coal 
l'iouse, and two outhouses are still 
standing tod~y. 

In 1956 the new school, called 
Wheeling Elementary School, 
opened and had all eight grades until 
197"2. Although Head Start classes 
took place in this building until 
1982, today this b1~ilding is used as a 
Community Center. A place for 
square dances, friends of the 
community club and Boy Scout 
meetings or Halloween parties. Area 
residents use. the building for family 
reunions. weddings, graduation and 
birthday parties. 

~irds Run, Ohio 

J or;; 

Glasgow 

Today one must almost hlmt 
for Glasgow. Scarcely a 
dozen houses remain of the 
200 dwellings, the two 
churches, the three general 
stores and the eight saloons. 
The road, branching off 
Route 16, three miles east 
of Newcomerstown. 

On February 5, 1848, Washington Shoff platted a t.own on Wills Creek which he named 
Bridgeville. It is now known as Birds Run. For many years it was an important 
community center. In the village in 1943 there was a Methodist Episcopal and a Baptist 
Church. There was a general st.ore nm by L. D. Carruthers. There was a telegraph office 
and a train depot. There was a high school but only for the 9th and 10th grades. 
After this most young people rode the train int.o Cambridge to finish their education. 

It cost them about $6.00 per month train fare to ride to Cambridge. 
There was also a two story grange hall. Ice Cream socials were held in there. Forney and 



Irish Uid~e· 8C'l11wl (brick.;, Af1~11roe 'I'ownship 

Irish Ridge School 1895 - Mrs. Clara De Vault of 20585 Wayland Drive, Southfield, Mich., furn~hed the picture of lrU>h 
Ridg.e School taken about 1895. Josper Neel wos the teacher. First row, I tor, Mary Couts, Florence Neel, Lousi Little, Clem · 
ent Eckelberry, Fred Branig"er, Ernest Hursey, Orville Kimble, Emmett Hazlett. Second row, Charlie Braniger, Hugh Lyt<!ll, 
Joe lytell, Lonn ie l.ittle, Alta Echelberry, Clara Hazlett. Third row, Lola little, Joseph Kennedy, Maggie Middleton, Netta 
Neel, Manada Braniger. Elizabeth Little, William Eckelberry. Fourth row, William Kennedy, Mabel Frame, Lanie Couts. 
Corn Ned. navui Lee Fisher, Woucl Kimble. Top ro w, Jasper Neel (teacher!, and Fa ran Couts. 

Milnersville School, 
Dist. No. 5, Monroe Tp. , 

Guernsey Co., Ohio . 
.;& .)fl .. ,,. 

SEPT. I'>, 1904-· MARCH 17r f'°5. 
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Presented by 
MARY UMSTOTT. Tsadm. 
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The Clear Fork one-room school was built on land granted to 
the Monroe Township Board of Education by the late George 
M. Aikin, with the provision that the land revert to him or to 
whoever owned the adjoining property when the school was no 
longer to be in operation. 

Clear Fork School was located about midway between Odell 
and Birmingham, and just north ofit was the Clear Fork United 
Presbyterian Church which no longer exists and the Clear Fork 
Bcptist Church is approximately one-half mile to the east. The 
school and the churches were named after the Clear Fork Creek 
which flows through the valley nearby. 

I, Kenneth Aikin, son of George M. Aikin, was a student for 
eight years at this school, as were my older sister and brother. I 
also returned to the school in 1931asa19-year old teacher and 
I have many fond recollections of my experiences as a pupil and 
a teacher there. 

Many teachers were a part of Clear Fork School, many of 
whom I did not know or remember, but I will name the ones who 
were my teachers during my time as a pupil. They are: Hattie 
Bell Montgomery, Mabel Aikin Neel (my sister), Pearl Gibson 
Scott, Edna Cowden, and M.G. Fisher. 

The school was closed in the 1940s and the building moved 
away, so nothing remains except the many pleasant and happy 
memories shared by former pupils and teachers. 

Kenneth Aikin 
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THE STOCKER SCHOOL 
·1 he S101;kcr School was located on Tuscarawas County Road 4 near the Arch Bridge over I-77. The road is known 

'" S1od cr Ridge Road. 

In 1948 thi~ school was made into a 3 room school. The school closed at the end of the 1953-54 school term and 
iht· rupih were tran!>portcd to Newcomerstown. The building was then used as a community center where square da .• 1 1. . nces 
anu ot 1cr type~ o entertainment were held . 

Stocker School became a consolidated school in 1948. Some of the other schools closed that year, and those students 
were sent to Stocker School. Two extra rooms were built on at that time . The name was changed to Oxford School. 
&ta Hart taught the first three grades , Clara Beal taught 4th and 5th, Harry McFadden taught 6th, 7th, and 8th grades . 

THE MUDSOCK (Bernice, Albany) SCHOOL (JJi: .. tr ict <> '. 2) . { ( 
On June 30, l 890 Thoma~ and Phoebe Grewell Mild a parcel of land lo the h1>;irrl of cduc; ll l trm f1,r th1; ' , 1 " ' <A ::- I /1 

for a location on which to huild a \choolhou~e. , 
The Mud~ock School wa~ located in the h;imlet of Bernice on Houle 2 l ~~·>uth 1>1 .el/IV Hnc r·,tciWfl ; '>twi . 
The ~chool c:J o~cd at the end of the 1929-30 school term ;rnd the pupil fl were trari •Jctrcd th .the; lf~ rtwf>',tl · ,J~'>" ,:' 

the eighth grade to Ncwcomer,town . Mary Frazier was the last teache r. The huHdi11g v11.1 0, d1 •,m,,ntlc.d , 

The la'>I pupib to at.tend the Mud, ock School , Scplcrnhcr 2 , 1929 to J\pril l P, , 19'.~ () were : 
Thelma Shurtz l bt gr .), Frederick Raine' (I sl gr.), Dennis Craigo (2nd gr .), N<1rrrw f)11r cy (2 r1d g r,J , flf;.; ry Jane 

Craigo !3rd gr. ), Earl Quillen (3rd gr .), Twila J{;iincs (4th gr.), Merle Dorsey (5th g r.) , June K et:~ , (5th gr,) , / il! i?m 
Dor>ey (6th gr.) , Richard Stoffer (6th gr.) , Will<ird Bond <7th gr.) , Willi s C raigo <7th gr .). 

Eighth Grade to Newcomcr~town : Geraldi_nc C<istccl , Lewis Craigo, Paul C urby , Robert St<1ffcr . 
Some of the early teacher ' were: .J.D . Murphy, Clara Blair , Alma ~ccs, Mary J' razicr . 
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WOLF SCHOOL 1911-12 
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THE WOLF SCHOOL (District No. 2) 
rh,- l.md for thl' sd1111,t was oh1aincd from John Chapman and others on April 1, 1885. The new building was to 

\,,. c1•mpkll'd in 1'->01 . 

Th , s,·h,,1)lh11use was lo<:ated across the railroad track, on the left side and contained two rooms with a moveable 
p.1rt\111m sqx1r:1ting the n'oms. The partition had felt sides and bottom to make it more sound-proof. 

Thl' J ul ies l,f one of tht' early teachers in the high school called for him to supervise the Township Sub-district schools 
.i, "di :1s pi.-rform his own janitorial work for a pay of $65 per month. The school was closed in 1930 and the pupils 
11.:r,- tr;mskrrl'd 10 Nnvrnmt:rstown. The building was sold and dismantled. 
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BOOTH SCHOOL 

THE BOOTH SCHOOL 
Th old ~hool building was located at the foot of Ella Fenstermaker's hill near the present I-77 overpass. The teachers 

1.1·m Erne~1 Hogue , Violet Black and Addison Hursey . 

The n!"v. ~hool wa~ ercctr.d m l 889-90 on top of the hill at the intersection of County Road 3 and Township Road 4. 

S ·hool "'a~ d1~con1 i nued in May 1948. Clara Beal was the last teacher. The building was later sold to Merle Opphile 
u. ho rnn' ened it into a dwelling. 



//6 

PLEASANT VIEW SCHOOL 
CH UR C N .ROAD -rv.JP, RD. 10 7 

THE PLEASANT VIEW SCHOOL 
111r l'l.-a~n1 Vi<'w S\'11,'1\11wa~1,~ntcd nenr the intersection of Oxford Township Roads 107 and \08. Th<' """' ~''' 

t\•111-:- thl• Mill\' ~ 'hu1,·h R'""'I. 
Thr 1'11i!.li~ i~ O\l \,1~'t'r l'tnnding. It is the site of two trailer homes. One half of the land is owned by R~an Gi1\ 

i.n.l tllr '"!Irr hAlf ii> ,iwll('\I by Edith Nonnan. 
1'1lr s.·11.i.\I \'!,~at the end of the 1945-46 school term. The building burned after being struck by l~htn\t~ 
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BROWNING SCHOOL 

'/<. 0 u ( £. 

THE BROWNING SCHOOL 
The Browning School was located on State Route 258, just east of the I-77 overpass . The building is still tanding 
~l It has been converted into a dwelling which is owned by Dwain Sanders. 

foe chool closed at the end of the 1941-42 school term. 

BROWNING SCHOOL 



ON R()W fl o tn , ;nh+\ \ lf: I L - • • • • 
GLASGOW SCHOOL ca. 1895 • _ -'"' Ant 

THE GLASGOW SCHOOL (District No. 10) 
The school building was built as a Catholic Church and when hard times came it was furnished and used as a $ChO\'l. 

The school closed about 1921 and Mr. Riggle transported the students to Port Washington in :.m old Buid-.. 



THE LICK RUN SCHOOL (District No. 3) 
On June 26, 1838, John Scott was paid $5 for land on which to build a school. 

The Lick Run School was located in the southwest part of Salem Township on County Roa1 
Property . 

When Lick Run School closed, the building was sold, dismantled and erected on the Oliver 

LICK RUN SCHOOL 1922 
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CENTENARY (Stocker) SCHOOL 
(No Information was available for this picture) 

THE CENTENARY (STOCKER) SCHOOL (District No. 6 
On July . I 883 Andrew P. Stock r sold a parcel of land for a school site. A new building wa. erected, and com-

pleted on 'Pl mbcr 9. 18 7 at a cost of $78"1. The structure was I 2 feet high, 36 feet long , and 26 feet wide . It was 
hl~·:ncJ on alem Township R ad 2~ in the southeast corner of lot number 33 . The o ld building was sold for $ 19 .50. 

The ~ ·hnol ll':tS cl1)scd m 1926 and rhe pupils were transported to Port Washington in a horsedrawn school b . us. 
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GILMORE SCHOOL 

THE GILMORE SCHOOL (District No. 7) 
l ) ii ~ 1.1~ ·'· I ~:;4 .. hlllll'S Tt\':tdl·. for $I I soil I land. 101 51, 10 !11c Board of Education on which to build a school building. 

I'll.' l'l\'ar.I llll' llllwrs \\'l'l'l' Hrkl' Blair. John Woo<lard, Hugh Smith, James Finney, John Richards, John Murphy , 
:ui,I J,•hn Mtlkr. 

On :\pril !Cl. l~K'.i ll,ts 70-71 in Gilmore were sold by Abraham Schneider for $100 to the Board of Education for 
.i n.·w ~dll'l\ll tiuilding. 



TllH 111\ln'WOOI) Sc 'I 10()1, 1 Dh111 h'I Nn , \) 
I >11 N11v11111l11•11 l \. I H·l 1, lh\• 111'1111111 111111111111 ~ h1111l!hl 11 111111 111 hll Ill , 1 n11u11 • 1t1w11~hlp .'\, q11i11ll' I t11w11. !t ip 2. front 

' l'h11111hlll M1•l '1• 1 1111 11 h'l' ol $.10 11rnl th11 li11ht h1""'' 11 ~1111111.1 hit w1111•1 1111 1h11 Wl'lll 1t lth1 l11111vt11 l.ntN . Muy 27 
11>(11 , .l111111'1l llill IH!hl 1..\fl 111•11111 1111l111111•h1111l hu '!ll IH ,:'\ll, 1l'h1• 111 11111111 wm1 hw11h•il tlli ' l'uw11.111ht11 r111ul HI Ii 11c11r the 
ll i1JIW11111I ( 'h11111h, 
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NEWTOWN SCHOOL 

THE NEWTOWN (Peoli) SCHOOL (District No. 1) 
( n August ~4. l 835 Johnathan Hoge. for a fee of mo dollars. granted to the school directors, David Miller, Michael 
:Jn~·k . and ll'hn Hudson. a 99-year lease for a plot of land on which to build a schoolhouse . At rhe end of 99 years 

"as It' n.•vert to the original fam1 . 
r ,e ;\ewt-. wn S ·h1..Xll was a two-room building which stood along Route #'258 west of Newtown (Peoli) in lhe vicini-

ty ' l the h,)me of Denton T . lCy) Young. This was the first recorded school district in Washington Township. 
S\'me of the tea.:hers were as follows: D.K. Taylor. Charles Hormell , Price Taylor. Clarence Hursey , Edna Cowden. 

Ruth Garw\)\."Xi. ".'.fary Foster Wyrich. Mary Frazier Phillips. 



THE KAIL SCHOOL (District No. 9) 
Adam Kail sold the land for the school on April 12, 1852. In 1913 school was disconlinucd uml lhc 1111pll~ 1rn11'1r.rr rAI 

to the Wolf School. 
Mr. A.C. Stocker purchased the school building on June 22, 1916. 

·' / .. 
~ ,...._~ 1\1 0 

HI iii '-r i Ill 
'J 1 I!' 
I :1 

KAIL SCHOOL 
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BUNKER HILL SCHOOL 1912 

THE BUNKER HILL SCHOOL (District No. 11) 
Th' Bunker Hill sub-district was established August 1894. A nearby hill was called .. Runkcr Hill'". hence the nam 

lit the ~ hool. Jacob Porcher sold the land for $75. Gutinsohn & Company of Gnadcnhut1cn was ;1wardc<l the contract 
l,

0 
his bid of $640.50 to erect the building, using the same specifications as for the No. 6 huilding. He was a\\arded 

:lll additional contract to build a coal house and two privates al proper places in the sch,)ol yard on his hid of 5 

Martin L. Neff was the first teacher at Bunker Hill. He received $1.80 per day which included the Jamtor \l.Or1'. 

The school was closed at the end of the 1925-26 school term and the pupils were transfcrrcc.l to the Port \.\ ashmgh"n 
school. The building was sold to Herman Ruppenthal in May 1928. The schoolhouse is now a dwelling. 



THE GLENWOOD SCHOOL (District No. 8) 
On February 2, 1837 David Morris transferred land to the school directors for the first Glenwood School. 
The following information is from an article in the Newcomerstown News, Wednesday, June 18, 1980. It was writ-

ten by Iris Fruchey with information furnished by Marian Murphy. 
The Glenwood School was built in 1898 for the sum of $659.65. It housed the first eight grades of children of the /?. 6 

area farmers. An architectural oddity of the building was a small open slit above each window. It was felt then that 
fresh air was an absolute necessity for good health, so many schools were designed with these openings to let in fresh 
air. Of course, the air was coming in around windows and doors and in the winter, students often felt they had more 
fresh air than they could tolerate. 

Mrs. Claude Mizer (Jesse Mae Mizer) was one of the school's teachers. After her marriage, she and her husband 
built a house adjoining the school property and later "boarded" school teachers . (Editor's note - Jesse Mae celebrated 
her IOOth birthday in August 1991 .) 

Wayne Mizer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Mizer attended the school until he was a sixth grader in 1930. The school 
was then closed and pupils began attending the Newcomerstown schools. Wayne recalled that a young student nearly 
drowned near the school while playing hide and seek. The youth jumped into a stone culvert and a large stone fell 
on him, pinning him in the water. His cries brought the other children running and he was freed. 

The old Glenwood School building which was located on County Road 19, collapsed and fell on June 3, 1980. A 
group of neighbors in the area formed a clean-up party and removed the rubble in a matter of a few hours. Now the 
Glenwood school is nothing more than a memory. 

GLENWOOD SCHOOL 

GLENWOOD SCHOOL 
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The Pleasant Valley School became a part of the Salem-Washington Local School District in 1949. In 1952 the M:h'"'' 
was consolidated into the new Washington Township School. Ruth Ripley and Esta Hart were the teachers at thi~ time. 

PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL 

THE PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL (District No. 5) 
On January 19, 1838. John Hudson and John \1cFadden on a 99-year lease transferred land tl1 the ~.- Ii.,,_,:''·";.' : : ."-, 

J .M. Honnold and Jacob Mill er , for school use . 
()n SqJlcmbcr 30, 1890, Thomas Mcfadden sold one acre of land for $100 to the Board of Educati0n . H.1.'nt) \\ ,-._-._·~~-: 

Josiah Murphy, McKenzie Young , John Peoples. DaYid Peoples, Theodore Lanning and John P. W," i.mi 
The Pleasant V;11lcy School operated until the district was annexed to Port Washington . Washington 1\,,\ ~ 11,' i..: r.: -.;: 

purchased the school property and later sold an acre of the land to the Washington Township Trusti..·,·~ '' ; ,. 1·.: : ~ 
Township Hall there . The schoolhouse is still standing (1 992). 

An:ording lo the " Goal " by the Gnadenhutten School 1925, a subscription school was established at Pk.i, i1: \ .: .. , 
in I lC5. In 1830 the township was organized into five districts. The first schoolhouse was built in distri.-1 , ,, ~ _ ~ · _. ,. · 
as Pleasant Valley. Neldrew Weeden was the first teacher. Some of the other early teachers wcrl' . :\ lf1 :-..~ r.·~ --\' · 
11.M. Anderson, William Spooner, John W. Right. and Isaac Couts. The salary paid these teadwr~ r .. '.1.-· d . · ~ · ~
<1s $IO per month, for a twenty-six day month . 

In 1852 the first log school building was replace.d by a more modern frame building. In 1889 a rc~ohi1 1 ,, 11 \\.i ~ :xi "-'· 
ny the Board of Education to establish a High School at Pleasant Valley. The first teacher in the hi ch sd1,~, ! "·'' l > . 
Murphy. ~ 

Some of the early graduates of the high school were: Prof. H.L. Rietz , Dr. J .R. McFadden. Dr. B.l . l ;,.,,11:.·. , _. .. 
O.M. Peoples. Rev . H.L Peoples, and Dr. J .A. Hagan. · 



SANDS SCHOOL March 19, 1912 (Corday Latham, Teacher) 

THE SANDS SCHOOL (District N, . 4 
\ i \I\' \\ tt : A1\\ts ' 11 Arnl l l. l KH 1. transferred land for the Sands Sclkx~ . ~ . 

. ni..I tflii.• P"l 1h " tt' a !>SllU'IC\I h1 the Glenwood School. 
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THE . L\:"\ FIELD HILL'S SCHOOL (District No. l) 

of the Salem T eas o 
\844. Charles Hill. 

n found. In the History of Tu carawas County by Mansfield 1884. P· 
met the Tus arawas Valley in 1806, and leased land in the southern pa_r1 

I"~~ h purchased lot L • east of the river where he lived until his death in 

bout the ame time and leased lot 8 . 

f 1 that m l 97 the Hill's school was discontinued and the pupils tnmsferred 
. k ·atcd in the southeastern part of the township. 

· · • '· Ltd1 H her (1895-%): Sarah Stocker ( 1896-97). 

THE BETHEL SCHOOL (District No . 5) 
d ld to the Board of Education by William Heister on June 14, l!S8J . 11 

Th<'. Bethel t1uilding was erected on hlan so Tuscarawas Countv Road #21 . The lot wa~ near the c;cmctcry. . 
.. . 1('..:·t , near the piesent Decker ome on . ., 

"~> " th d f the 1926-27 school term and the pupils were transferred to Stone Creek. ihc 
re ''h ii was closed at e en o . . b ·1d· , d . <l . . ·, · · . .... R b rt D" tri"ch property. Floyd Fillman puchased the UJ mg an move it. i.mc 1~,·ened ,o we o e 1e 

Bo.ard minures of October 12, 1901 noted that Lewis Buss whitewashed the interior of the schoolhouse for $3.00. 



~nil·'. l'APPFL SCHOOL (District No. 4) 
\'lll't\' was a school 1)11 thl' lknry Skacr far111 a shorl llistan<.:c wcsl of Gilmore . This school was closed in 1904. 
On Marrh 1, 18:'9 , Mordil'ai Davidson sold one-half acre of land for a school building, Cappel 4, for $5 . NW 14 , 

)!h twp .. \t 2. Military district. 

THE HAUPERT SCHOOL (District No. 7) 
rt School was located in the northeast corner of Salem Township on Township Road No. 262 . The land 

The Baupe hool was purchased from John Knight on May 11, 1846. 
. for the sc . . 

site 1 was closed in June 1917 and the pupils were assigned to Bunker Hill School and to Port Washington . 
The schOO 

12 1923 the Haupert Schoolhouse was sold to Clyde Cramblet for $105 .00. The bell was sold to E.B. 
On May ' 

Schwab for $J .00. 
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