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Stat.e Rd. Rout.e 16 - 36 Just west of city limits North Side · 

1120 W. Stat.e St. Was located on what is now a parking lot for United Steelworkers of America 
Rescue Camp Service Station, 1932 
Marhover Service Station (39-D) 
Taxi Cab Service, building moved t.o S. Goodrich St. 

1124 W. State Rd. 
Jacob Miller, first one room school in this area 1818 (1884-H) Al.so early postmast.er 
Rescue Mission Tabernacle,Fult.on Eurich, was built on this site, 1929 (39-D) 
New fact.ory t.o Manufacture men's clothing, Harlan Addison, (1946-ML) 
Gat.eway Roller Skating Rink in the late 1940s 
Unit.ed Steelworkers of America Local 2391 (56-D) (65-D) (70-D) 

W. Stat;e Rd. Route 36 
Faith-Ellen Candies, Ward Bell (57) (59) (61) (62) (63) (64) (65-D) 

W. State Rd. Route 16 - RR 3 Just west of city limits 
Coshoct.on Dairy Co-Op Milk Processing Plant was built 194 7 (53-D) (54-D) (56-D) (65-D) 
Oxford Dell Drive in, Albert Davis, in the front room of Dairy Co-Op Building 1949, then 
Boyd's Dairy Bar, early 1950s ·· 
Canned Dairy Products was a new name for Dairy Co-Op (65-D) 
Edwin Fletcher was Manager in (73-D) 
Tastee Apple was started by John Hackenbracht in a rented room here in 1974 
The building burned down in 1981 

W. Stat;e Rd. 
Stahl - Gray Lumber Co. opened about 1951 (56-D) 
Stahl Lumber Co. (57) (61) closed about 1971 
31 Inc. in rear section of Stahl Lumber Co. Building, Robert Cornell 1967 

W. Stat;e Rd. 
Emerald Bowling Lanes, operated by Leman Clark opened in 1961 (62) (63) (70-D) (77-D) 

W. State Rd. 
Hackenbracht's Fruit Stand 

W. Stare Rd. Just west of the Mission 
Wood's Service Station and Roadside Market 1937, closed in 1943 

, Wilkins Gas Station 1950s 

W. Stat.e Rd. 
Mathew's Ice Cream, first location 

W. State Rd. Warner Sand & Gravel 
W. State Rd. Art Wentz, Cement Blocks (59) (64) (65-D) (67-N) (1971-ML) 
W. Stat.e Rd. Porche r's Sand & Gravel 
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Photo courtesy: Mary Hunt, West Lafayette 
The Rescue Mission Tabernacle, formerly located in Newcomerstown on West 
State Street, just past · the village corporation limits, is seen in this circa 1935 
photo. The Rev. Fulton Eurich pastored the Rescue Mission until it ceased exis-
tence in later years. The structure was also used as a roller skating rink in the · 
.mid to late 1940s, and in ·1ater years was known as the Union Hall. It is presently 
the church home of Whosoever Will Ministries, · 
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·/'J Photo courtesy of Chris Hall, Marysville 
Another photo of mystery - this store and gas sta- Photo courtesy of Chris Hall, Marysville 
tion ' are believed to have once been located in, or The exterior view of this circa 1930s grocery store/service station was featured in 
near the vicinity of Newcomerstown. The woman "Memory Lane" several weeks ago. This photo shows the interior of the estab 
and man in the photo are not identified, but are lishment, and a closer view of the owners. It is believed the establishment was 
possibly the proprietors ·or the establishment. once located somewhere in or near Newcomerstown. 
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Shady Bend 

Route 36 West of Newcomerstown 

In 1856 a two-span, two-lane covered bridge was built over the river about 2 miles west of 
Newcomerstown on U. S. 36. 

In 1861 the river cut a new channel about three-quarters of a mile to the east, 
a second bridge was built there 

In 1866 the river cut a new channel and necessitated a new bridge nearby 
The old double wooden bridge west of Newcomerstown burns (1909-ML) 

Shady Bend, Ohio Route 16 & 36 2 miles west of Newcomerstown 
John Hardy House, built in 1874 and owned by Charles Downer of West Lafayette 
Lovelace Family purchased the residence and resided there until the early 1900s 
Foster Home for childrens receiving home in the late 1920s to the early 1930s 
Pine Wood Manor Inn, Osmus Family, 

a tavern was in the basement with illegal slot machines 1937 - 1942 
Thelma Harding, antique shop, mid 1950s to early 1960s 
Charles Downer, 1968 
Building hit by fire in (1971-ML) $20,000 damage 

Fletcher Dairy 1930s 
Andrew Clifton and Alice Little 1955 to 1958 
John, Dorris, Gerald, David and Lawrence (Larry) 

A & W Root Beer 
Shady Bend Filling Station and Lunch, C. R. Waters 
Shady Bend Inn, Gas Station, Beer and Lunch, Bertha and Earl Zinkon 1954 
Leonard Alexander, Tavern owner, right side of gas station building 

killed in robbei-y attempt (1979-ML) 

. Twp Rd. 1174 Street behind Gas Station 
Home of Gerald and Brenda Little, children Debra and Marc, Twp. Rd. 117 4 1962 

Shady Bend Greenhouse (64) (65-D) 
Newcomerstown Cemeteries, RR 3 
Shady Bend Sand and Gravel (54-D) 
Hackenbracht Orchard 
Adam Fletcher operated a ferry across the river, east side of Shady Bend, afterwards the 
father of Judge Burt operated the ferry, a bridge was built about1854-56. In 1861 the 

., river cut a new channel about three-quarters of a mile to the east, second bridge built there 

Whit.e Eyes Plains Settlement 
Area where Isaac Evans first settled in 1801, between the present villages oflsleta & 
Orange, He lat~r moved north of the river and layed out Evansburgh in 1830 
James Cole Sr. had a store in White Eyes Plains in 1836 



I 
Newcomerstown News, Thurs. Aug. 22, 1963 

SPEC.IAL 
THURS. - FRI. - SAT. - , 

. l gal.· A. & W -ROOT · ' BEER~· ~- \ . 49c 
BRING THE FAMILY & TRY - ·OUR-

Delicious. French Fried CHICKEN or 
SHRIMP in ;Basket. with French Fries 

or Onion Rings 
PIZZA BURGERS 

STEAK 
CHICKEN PATTIES 
CHEESEBURGERS 

CONEYS 
HAMBURGERS 

MILK SHAKES . 

. FISH 
Car Hop Service 

SUNDAES 
FLOATS 

· CONES. 
MALTS 

SPEER A & W ROOT BEER DRIVE-IN 
SHADY BEND 
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If you grew up in Coshocton County, Ohio 
then you remember. 
January 1, 2018 at 2 46 AM 

This home is in a place between Newcomerstown, 
Ohio and West Lafayette, Ohio called Shady Bend. 
(Credit to Newcomerstown Digital Archives and 
'Haunting of Shady Bend' dated 2010) 
By daylight, the stately, brick mansion at Shady Bend 
appears perfectly calm and serene. Many flowers of 
various colors and rare plants flourish on the 
grounds surrounding the mansion. The scene 
appears as a picture from another time and a place 
where all your cares just seem to dissipate. 
The mansion, currently owned and maintained by 
Charles and Linda Downer, was built by John Hardy 
in 1874. The Downers have owned the mansion 
since 1968. They have meticulously restored the 
manor to its grandeur over the past 30 years and 
have resided in the structure since 1989. Throughout 
the mansion's 136-year history, it has been a 
residence. to several families as well as housed 
several businesses. The structure suffered through a 
devastating fire in 1971 thus requiring the Downers 
to extensively restore the mansion. Some of the 
indoor trim and woodwork has been replaced with 
woodwork and trim from other local historic 
structures. Some of the trim was taken from the 
former Miskimen house in Newcomerstown that 
many locals remember as the school annex which 
was located behind the middle school for many 
years. 
Following the deaths of John and Emily Hardy, a 
Lovelace family purchased the residence and 
resided there untH the early 1900s. The mansion 
later housed a children's receiving home in the late 
1920s to the early 1930s, then later housed the Pine 
Manor Inn from 1938-1942. The mansion also 
housed what was known as a "ratskeller" (a 
rfn.\un~t~i· l"'C- t::ai\/crn \ \Aihil"h lAr~~ r-nmnlato \Ali.th illo.n::a.l 
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1920s to the early 1930s, then later housed the Pine 
Manor Inn from 1938-1942. The mansion also 
housed what was known as a "ratskeller" (a 
downstairs tavern) which was complete with illegal 
slot machines. In the mid 1950s, Thelma Harding 
used the mansion as an antique shop for several 
years. 

According to Charles Downer, the mansion takes on 
a different aura when evening settles. Over the 
years, Downer said there have been more than one 
account of unexplained occurrences. Downer said 
noises are heard such as footsteps, doors shutting 
or opening, or various visitors stating that they have 
felt some sense of a presence. 
During a New Year's Eve gathering, several visitors 
were sitting with Downer in the parlor when one 
person (who was unaware of any of the "ghost" 
history) announced to Downer that he thought 
Downer had an unannounced visitor that just 
entered the residence. Downer said he went to the 
adjacent dining room, not expecting any other 
visitors that evening, then proceeded to check the 
other rooms but no other persons were ever found. 
The visitor said he clearly noticed a brief reflection in 
the dining room mirror of a figure wearing a plack 
coat walking past the mirror. He was unable to give 
detailed description but Downer believes the figure 
may have possibly been the ghost of John Hardy. 
Both John and Emily Hardy, as well as several 
members of the Lovelace family died in the mansion 
(all from natural causes). The Hardys were notably 
proud of their mansion and its magnificent grounds, 
and it has been said that the Hardy's may still be 
watching over the mansion. 
According to local folk-lore, John Hardy once 
refused a vagrant shelter on a bitter cold night in the 
1880s. The vagrant was later found frozen to death 
in Hardy's barn across the road. Hardy recalled that 
the vagrant swore a curse on Hardy for his lack of 
hospitality. The vagrant's ghost has been said to visit 
tho m~n~inn f~nm timo tn timo 
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in ar ys arn across e roa . a y reca e a 
the vagrant swore a curse on Hardy for his lack of 
hospitality. The vagrant's ghost has been said to visit 
the mansion from time to time. 
Sometime in the 1930s, a man was shot to death in 
the third story tower room following a poker game 
dispute. The blood stains are still visible on the 
wood floor in the room. It is speculated that he, too, 
may be one of the ghosts that seem to inhabit the 
mansion. 
During the late 1930s through early 1940s, a family 
named Osmus owned the mansion and operated the 
Pine Manor Inn. It was later reported that the Osmus 
daughters were bothered by some unknown 
presence that seemed to inhabit the attic where they 
would hang laundry to dry during the winter months. 
Downer said when his own twin sons, Adam and 
Mark Downer, were two years old, they would 
scream, cry for no apparent reason when the 
Downers would go to the house to work on 
restoration projects in the evenings. He said they 
would finally have to take the boys outdoors or 
completely away from the house before they would 
finally calm down. He said this behavior occurred for 
several years, then seemed to disappear as they 
grew older. Years later, the boys. seemed to have no 
exact recollection of why they ever felt fearful, but 
they do recall being afraid of something in the 
mansion. 
Downer said one evening just recently, he was in a 
downstairs room reading and suddenly heard 
distinct footsteps in the room above on the second 
floor. Thinking maybe one of his son's friends had 
entered the house looking for his son, he went 
upstairs. He said he found no other persons in the 
house and the only door they could have entered 
was later discovered to have been locked. 
Currently, the mansion is undergoing some exterior 
restoration. Downer is hopeful of completing further 
restoration as he announced plans to possibly sell 
thi> m::i.nsinn in thi> n1>::1r f11tm1> 
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Downers would go to the house to work on 
restoration projects in the evenings. He said they 
would finally have to take the boys outdoors or 
completely away from the house before they would 
finally cairn down. He said this behavior occurred for 
several years, then seemed to disappear as they 
grew alder. Years later, the boys seemed to have no 
exact recollection of why they ever felt fearful, but 
they do recall being afraid of something in the 
mansion. 
Downer said one evening just recently, he was in a 
downstairs room reading and suddenly heard 
distinct footsteps in the room above on the second 
floor. Thinking maybe one of his son's friends had 
entered the house looking for his son, he went 
upstairs. He said he found no other persons in the 
house and the only door they could have entered 
was later discovered to have been locked. 
Currently, the mansion is undergoing some exterior 
restoration. Downer is hopeful of completing further 
restoration as he announced plans to possibly sell 
the mansion in the near future. 
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H o u s e at Shadybend, w e s t of 
Newcomerstown, iigures prominently in 

case against Indiana promoters of 
nonexistent rest home. (Tribune Photo). 
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·Photo Of Area . Home Is Key To Fraud Case 
• I .. .~J~ 19- ;CJ 'JZ>. 

By K·EN SLAUGHT·E·R . One of the hrochures -contammg the When Arn~lt sh-0wed Downer a picture told Arnlflt tha} none had been repaid by 
A picture resembling a :large brick house picture of the supposed rest home, acci· of ~he . house ~ the broc~ure, the l~tter ex- the !home's origmator, R. Richard Staub, 

at' Shadybend, west of N~w:comerstown - dentally :fell into the hands of Mrs. Jane da1med .that i: was a ip1cture of his house 57, of Winona Lake. 
seen in an out-of-state brochure - may be Anderson, near \Elkhart, a former resident - even mcluding the trees and landscape. Me'.111whil~, William Sali~1, secretary of 
sufficient ev·idence to expose and lead• to of Lafayette Twp. She recognized the picture Downer said he believed t:he brochure state ~n Indiana, has been informed of the 
the prosecution of Indiana promoters of a . ·· · picture was taken between 1'964 and 1966 operations of Hope- Rest Home promoters. 
nonexistent rest Mme. m the brochure as the home now owned as some of the things appearing in a re·cent '~he Tribune contacted the editor of the 

The photograph is a likeness of the by the Downers. photo were improvements made since Elkhart newspaper t-0 learn what steps, if 
Shadybend dwelling owned by iMr. and 'Mrs. Mrs. Anderson told the reporter that her that time. These include, he said, the trees any, !had been taken by Indiana officfals 
Charles Downer, who Qperate the Fl-0ral-Art parents still reside in 'Lafayette Twp. and in the background planted last November t-0 expose the promoters of a nonexistent 
Studio in Lafayette Twp. that she remembered the old house as hav:ing and front and border trim painted by Downer . . rest home. 

:Hope Rest Home, to which 35 noithern an histo1,ica1 background. T1here are rumors, in January 1968. 1 The editor said Secretary Sail.in had 
Indiana families donated approximately she t-0ld the reporter, that the house at one The shrubs in front -Of the house, ihe 1 confen-ed with Prosecutor Henry E. Shaw 
$30,000 apparently does not exist, an in· Hme was a station for an underground roin.ted ·OUt, als-0 received major trimming Jr., of Goshen County, Indiana, with the 
vestigation conducted by a reJJorter on The railroad in pre-'Civil War times. m August 1968. "Otherwise, the home pk· I 'Possib'ility of filing charges against the promoters. 
Truth newspaper in Elkhart, Ind., reveals. The Shadybend house, now owned by the tured in the brochure and the present 1 

Michael Arnolt, the repo1ter, learned that Downers, was fas t built by John Hardy in photograph are stmilar in structural detail." '11he editor said the secretary of state 
th t f th h f 1874. Hardy at that time was in ,t.J1e U.S. · was quoted as saying, "The COl'J>Oration · e ·promo ers ·o . · e rest ome, one o whom During tbe course -Of lb.is itwestigation, i had sold stock before 1t w.as .incorporated 
resides in Winona Lake, 'Ind., had mailed Congress. In 1940 it became a foster home repo1ier Arnolt rpaid a visit to officials in I and <Continued t-0 sell unregistered stock after 
out brochures promoting ·Hope Rest Home, for children and passed to other hands .in Delaware County to check on the Hope 1 it was incorporated _ 'both in violation of 
supposedly located in Del~ware County. ( 194Z. Nursing 'Home supposed to be located there. the state law." 

i In the early 1~60s it was us~d by Mrs. None of the officials knew of such a home Reporter Arno1t ~earned, he said that 
f he sa.i·d. ' · ' Thelma Harding for an antique shop. The various amounts 'Of money - ff·om $5 to 

1building was owned from 195tl to 1966 by Back in Elkhart, Ind., the contributors , $200 - had been donated a,nd from $100\ 
the late J. H. Snedeker and Arthur Robert- fo $M10 h.ad been 'loaned to Hope. Most 
son. It then was said at auction. to Attorney of the loans, he reported, were made with 
and Mrs. Lawrence Burns. The Downers ( QS H ( a promise of earning 8 per cent interest 
purchased the property in July, 1988. . and the principal to be paid within a year . 

.Neither the Downeys nor Attorney Burns f ARM 8 Several people, 'who d-0nated to "Hope 
had any knowledge of vhe 1principals involved . , Rest Home," are still looking for a return 
in Hope Rest Home. Downer told The COOPERAT on their investment. 
Tribune that he and Mrs. Downer plan to 627-117 4. ~o. co~ies i of The Truth newspaper 
move into ,the 'Old home next Spring. ·con ·ammg tie Hope Rest Home story were 

liilA!lililii&li.llA&.Y.Y® · (OS H OCT f sent to Attorney Burns here by Arnolt. 
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Coshocton County - Oxford Township 

J lo 

The township was organized in 1811. Early elections were held in John Junkin's tavern. 
On August 17, 1878 Henry and Elizabeth Wolfe donated a site south of the Ialeta United 
Methodist Church to John Bach, George McMurphy and Jenkins Whiteside, township 
trustees, to be used for a township hall . For some reason this site was nevei· used; and, 
on October 21, 1893, the present site in Isleta was purchased from Henry Wolfe for the 
sum of $50. The hall was built and elections held there until 1982 when the Coshocton 
County Board of Elections transferred the place of voting to the Davis River Greens 
clubhouse on SR 751. 

Cadiz Road, first road through Oxford Township 

First train went through Oxford Township on new railroad, Oct. 16, 1854 
Railroad Station was located at Islet.a 
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Evensburgh, Ohio Twp Rd. 105 - Canal Rel. 112 Mile East of Orange, North of Canal 
Isaac Evans came to this area in1801, layed out Evansbtffgh in 1830 
Second School House in Coshocton Co. circa 1806 taught by Joseph Harris 
Moses Morgan, first dry goods store, when Morgan died ,John Stout possesed it 
Joseph Watkins had another store and a warehouse for dealing in grain 
Philip Wolf Jr. ran a tannery here 
Isaac Evans Jr. was the village inn keeper 
Moses Morgan and John B. Stout operated a ferry here 
Methodist Protestant Church 
Evensburgh Cemetery 

Everal, Ohio Twp. Rd. 104 - Coal Port H.d. N. W. of Newcomerstown 
Oxford Township, Tuscarawas Co. and later split off to become Oxford Township, Cosh. Co. 
The Village was never incorporated or platted 
Log School House built in 1845 
Everal's Chapel built in 1868, Uniped Brethr~ Everal's Church Rd. 
The area became know as Coal Port 

Isleta, Ohio Name changed from Oxford to lsleta in 1892 by Post Office 
Post Office and area had been called \\TJ1ite Eyes Plains before that 
Phillip Wolfe Sr. came to Oxford township 1806, with his wife (Margarret Wagner) and 
Childxen. They first settled in a log cabin on the south side of the Cachz road. Here they 
fired the brick for a home and tavern, which they built on the north side of the road. 
It was here in 1811. He died inl825. His widow continued the tavern until 1838, she cbed 
in 1855. A white frame, now owned by t11e Pope family, was built in 1875. 
Their tavern was called the George Washington lnn. George Leighninger tended bar here 

V. Heber Sargent's Granclfather rentHd a back room at the Inn, and set up a shoe shop 
Henry Wolf, son of Phillip and Margarret lived here most of his life. 

Born in a log cabin across the road inl819. later his father built a brick dwelling 
which became the Tavern. He died at age 78 

Union School built about 1830, north side of Cadiz Road, property came from Moses Morgan 
Union Methodist Protest.ant Church, organized in 1830, held its meetings in the nearby 
Union Schoolhouse until about 1858 when they erected a building on N. side of Cadiz Road. 
The First Baptist organized in a home of Isaac Evans in Oxford Township, Coshocton 

County called the White Eyes Plains Church on Nov. 5, 1825. Building was built on south 
side of Cadiz Road about a fourth of a mile east of the United Methodist Church in 1850. 
Isle ta Church of Christ was organized 1894, used McCune School until they build builchng 
Starlit.e Drive in Theater opened in 1949 closed in 1986. South side of Route 16 

Peter's Auto Parts, South side of Route 16 (54-D) (56-D) 
,John Junkins Tavern, a mile west of Wolfe,s Tavern, Moses Morgan Tavern a half mile east 

of Wolfe's in 1820. Junkins was the first postmaster in 1815, and also a just.ice of the peace 
Adam Fletcher taught school at the Union School 1861 & 1862 

' Adam Fletcher and wife Charlotte had a store here, she was also a postmaster 1886-1895 
H. F. Wolfe had a store which was sold to Samuel A. Stowe in Feb. 1884. It was sold to John 
M Lawyer in 1900. Howard Geese owned a st.ore in 1910 
Mrs. Margaret Loos had a store with the Post Office in it 1939 - Alma K. Harp, store 1947 
Grain elevator built in 1910 used until about 1934 

Millsville 
Mapped out by John Mills in 1815 
on the south side of the great bend of the Tuscarawas River near Orange 
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Orange, Ohio Junction of St. Route 751 and Twp. Rd. 105 

Layed out in 1839 
Schoolhouse built in 1854 
United Brethren Society, 1853. They met in Schoolhouse for about 12 years 
Later in1881 a two room school building was built 

18 

Two dry good stores, one owned by Richmond & Son and the other by P. Peck & Co. 
Methodist Episcopal Church, built in 1875. Now called Orange United Methodist Church 
George Augustine built a saw-mill on the canal about 1842 
Wolfe & Emerson's mill, about a mile down the river 
Warehouse built by Harrison Butler about 1848 
Warehouse was built about 1850 by P. C. Wolfe & Co. five or six years later, converted 
to a steam flour mill, which was operated five or six years with unsatisfact,ory results 
and the mill works were then removed about a mile down the canal to Wolfe & Emerson's 
mill, and the building restored to its original use. It is now owned by J.P. Peck and Co. 
Norris Blacksmith Shop 
New Bridge (1942-ML) 
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Cosoctoc County Oxford Township one room schools 

District# 1 - Union School; oft.en called Plains School, later District #3, about 1830 
on land from Moses Margan. The site of the Union School was sold at auction to 
J . M. Atkinson and Raymond Little for $800 in1940 

District# 2 - Low Gap School, southeastern part of Oxford Twp. on County Rd. 10() 
George Van Sickle gave property for a school in 1842. Probably a log schoolhouse was built. 
on the site several years before this conveyance. In 1888 the building was destroyed by a 
wind storm and replaced that same year. Later it became District# 1. It was closed in 1948 

District# 3 - Loos School built in 1830, the Plains Church organized here in 1836, built their 
church building east of West Lafayette about 1 1/2 miles in 1842 

District# 4 - Early school was built about 1812 at John Junkins' place, on the Cadiz Road 
a mile west of Wolfe's Corners. This log school house was one of the earliest in the District. 
James Lisk was one of thefirst t.eachers, aft.erward George Leighninger taught here 
Waggoner School circa 1850 was established on State Route 751 (OrangeRoad) south of the 
Waggoner <..R.metery and about 200 feet north of the present railroad tracks. 
New Waggoner Schoolhouse was built by 1872 at a m~w site on the Cadiz Road on land of 
John Loos about a mile east of the old Loos School site, on the north side of the Cadiz Roa cl. 
In 1972 it was a paint store. 

District# 5 - Evansburgh School, second school in Coshocton Co. built in 1806. Mr. Joseph 
Harris was the teacher. Evensbm·gh was platted by Isaac Evans in 1830. 
It was a 112 mile east of Orange 
Orange was platted in 1839. Orange undoubteclly from a very early date had a school. 
In 1854 Samuel Wolfe conveyed lot 1 of the village of Orange for a school site. The school 
there faced the Canal . In 1881 a new 2-room school was built. 

District# 6 - Center Valley School built in 1857, by 1879 a new schoolhouse was built. 
It lnffnecl to the ground in 1898. A new building was built later in 1898. 
It was sold at auction to Noal1 Poland in 1940. A dwelling was made from the old school. 

District# 7 - Everal School ; ,Joint district with Adams Township A log schoolhouse was 
built in 1845. It only existed 10 or 12 years, then replaced with a new frame building. 
Mr. and M.rs. Eugene Porcher bought tho old Everel Schoolhouse, moved it to road 252. 

District# 8 - McCune School begain circa 1846, it may have originally been in Lint.on 
Township, and was moved north across Wills Creek into Oxford Township on McCune 1m1d 
on County Road 410, at the time that the North Bend School began. it closed in 1927 

District# 1 - Marlatt's Run School begain circa 1902, close to the Guernset County line on 
Marlatts Run. Closed about 1930 44 
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Early Pioneers - Coshocton County Oxford Township Page 1 

Anspaugh, George - about 1811 
Augustine, George - Built a saw-mill on the canal about 1842 
Baker, Charles, brother of Esaias - Early faxmer, near Evansburgh 
Baker, Charles, a son of Esaias - Early farmer, near Evansburgh 
Baker, Esaias - Early farmer, leased 20 acres from Robert Newell, it sold to George Loos 
Butler, Harrison - Built a warehouse in Orange 
Corbit, Robert -
Denman, Matthew - Early land owner who sold port.ions to incoming settlers 
Douglas, David - Land owner 
Emerson Timothy - Grist-mill on the canal about 1861 
Evans, Henry - Early faxmer, near Evansburgh 1803-04 
Evans, Isaac - Early farmer, near Evansburgh 1803-04, one of the early associate justices 

in the county, first mill in township built about 1818 on Evans Creek 
Ezekiel, Andrew - About 1812 
Fletcher, Adam - He kept a ferry at the John Miskirnen's place east of Shadybend 
Holmes, Alexander - Surveyer 1803 
Hanis, Joseph - School teacher at Evansburgh, about 1806 
Humerickhouse G. A. - Helped lay out Orange in 1839 
Johnson, William K. - Helped lay out Orange in 1839 
Junkins also spelled Jenkins, John - 1806-08, two sons John and David and son-in -law 

Matthew Gray lived with him. He had a tavern on Cadiz road about 1811, was postmaster 
& just.ice of the peace 

Leighninger, George - tended bar at Wolfe's Tavern, taught at school on John Junkins' place 
Lisk, James - Early school teacher, about 1806-08 
Loos, George - 1811, se.ttled at Loos' Corners, in the western part of the township 

operated a distillery, he died in 1821, his son Christopher than ran it 
Loos, John - Land owner 
Maxwell, Hugh - Built the first house in Orange 
McFarland, Andrew - Landowner 
McFadand, Ezekiel - Landowner 
McFarland, Samuel - About 1812 
Mills, John - Cabinetmaker 
Mills, John - Layed out a little village in1815 called Millsville, on the great bend of Tuse. R. 
Morgan, Moses - Tavern on Cadiz Road about 1820, later went to Evansburgh, operated a 

ferry there and had the first dry goods store 
Mulvains, Joseph, John and William - 1810 and perhaps earlier 
Norman, Benjamin - Land owner 
Pierpoint, William - Landowner 
Reed, Jacob - Land owner 



., 

405 
Early Pioneers Page2 

Shank, Mr. - Distillery on the Susanna Appis place 
Springer, George - Land owner 
Steel, William - Early land owner 1800 
Stewart, Mr. - Bought the Moses Morgan place about 1830, the tavern was abandoned 

it 

Stout, Johm B. - Had a ferry at Evansburgh, When Morgan died he took over dry goods store 
Tregent, Patrick - Distillery on canal, about 1848 
Waggoner, Philip - 1806 
Watkins, Joseph - Store at Evensburgh 
Welch, James - Land owner 
Welsh, William - 1811 
Williams, Charles· Early farmer near Evansburgh as early as 1801, and probably a 

year or two before 
Williams, James - Early land owner 1800 
Wills, John· Land owner 
Wolfe, Henry - Son of Philip Wolfe Sr. 
Wolfe, John - With Timothy Emerson, grist-mill on the canal about 1861 
Wolf, Philip Jr. - Tannery at Evansburg, it had been at ·wolfe's corner 

Name spelling taken from tomestones 
Wolfe, Phillip Sr. - Came in 1806, settled at Wolfe's corner, had a tavern about 1811, 

also had a tannery there. He died inl825 and it was taken over by son Philip Wolf Jr. 
His widow Anna Margarret continued the tavern until 1838 and perhaps longer . 
Name spelling taken from tomestones 

Wolfe, Samuel - Helped lay out Orange in 18:39 
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Old Stone Fort Page 1 

Who built the Old Stone Fort has been a Question that is bound to spark opinions any 
where in the county and interest historians all over the state . 

Most historians believe there is no doubt that this building is the oldest existing building 
west of the Appalachian Mountains. However, thereis room for debate as t.o whether it 
was built by the F1·ench explorer D'Ibei·ville in the 1600's; the fur trader, George Croghan 
in the 1700's; or the first settler in Oxford townshio, Isac Evans in the 1800's. 

Paul Goudy, historian from Tuscarawas County, spent many months in England trying 
to find the answer in records in the museums and libraries. He is· of the opinion that the 
French did not build the fort. From His research he found that the only time the French 
were in Ohio was in the period of 1752- 1759. He tends to believe that Croghan built it, but 
still does not discount the fact that Evans also could have built it. 

Croghan came to Coshocton about 1745. He had established a trading center at Bolivar, 
then moved on to Coshocton where he kept his mai11 base. He had about 200 fur trappers 
working for him with a total of 300 pack animals. His fur business was the largest and of 
the longest stnding in Ohio. 

During this time, the French would liked to have had control of the Ohio country, but 
Crogan was well established with the Indians, he spoke their language and treat,ed them 
fairly. 

Goudy found evidence that the Indians had asked Croghan to build a fort to protect them 
from the French and also records show thet Croghan had onlered two cannons to be 
delivered to hjm. One was sent to the Piqua base and ther other presumable was sent to 
Coshocton. 
In 1751 the French destroyed Croghan's Piqua base and some of the Indians becmmi 

terrorized and sided with French. A world war broke out over the Ohio country at thi.s 
point m1d included several countries, even Russia. By 1759 the fighting was over and the 
French were flriven from the area. 
With the French gone, the British no longer needed to be the nice guys, they cut off 

supplies, and the settlers began moving in, m1d polluting the area as far as the Indians 
were concerned. This led to Pontiac's rebellion and to Bouquet's coming in 1764. 
The late Henry Hackenbracht, well known local histopian, spent years researching the 

Old Stone Fort. In an effort t.o delive into the subject more deeply mlCl to explore new 
sources, He wrote to an authority on early French architecture for hie opinion. Excerts 
from the answer to his inquiry are: 

Frankly, your fort, upon cursory examination of the cut (photo) looks more like a stone 
blockhouse, erected as a place of refuge in case of Indian attack rather than a general 
defense, unless there was a wooden stockade surrounding it. Its construction might suggest 
a storage place for powder or arms, with the small opening near the ground as a passage 
through which powder and balls might be passed without leaving the relatively laTge door 

., open. I think your blockhouse only a part of what must have been a larger wooden defense. 
Could this have been a western outpost against the wild Indians, erected by German 
Moravians, who settled the Tuscarawas? 

And so another question was raised by a knowledgeable person. 
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Old Stone Fort Page 2 

Sieur de la Sall's expedition of 1669 led to the discovery and exploration of the Ohio River. 
The Stone Fort on the Tuscarawas River below Newcomerstown was built by was built by 
his men on that trip when they came clown the Cuyahoga-Tuscarawas River from Lake Erie . 
The building built by LaSalle and his men is the oldest. in Ohio. 

LaSalle was a French explorer, and at that time this was considered as French territory. 
But this was also a period of Indian warfare. 
In 1669, most of what we call Ohio was uninhabited and seldom crossed by Indians other 

than Iroquois hunting and police patrols. 
How could LaSalle venture into such unfriendly territory, and what route did he take? 

Written descriptions of the expeclition conflict in many details. 
A letter written by LaSalle in 1680 to a wealthy friend in France, asking for a loan t.o 

build a large flat-bottom riverboat to be used on the Walbash and lower Ohio rivers. 
LaSalle said inl677 that ten years ago he had explored the watei·ways south of the lakes. 

That. means he had made two trips, one in 1667 and the second one in 1669. 
Why did he stop below Newcomerstown to construct a stone building with gun slots? This 

spot was near to a Shawanose outpost town, called W aketameki a few miles below 
Coshocton. Some historians say the first shots of the Revolution were fired there. 

LaSalle was probably warned to expect some very unfriendly Shawanose when they 
reached this outpost the dext day. Seeing the outcrop of building stone in the bluff, he made 
his decision. He decided t.o continue downriver with only his guide. 

To protect his wealth of guns, powder, trade goods and supplies, he left the remaining 12 
of his men in this no-man's land with instructions t.o build a strong house of stone. 

As for the Old Stone Fort, it is very possible it was never completely finished. It could be 
that a strong Iroquois war party discovered it and killed or carried away the rest of 
LaSalle's men. With the river freezing over and water travel halted, it may have been early 
spi·ing before LaSalle found out all was lost on the Tuscarawas. 

LaSalle had second trip in 1669. 
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Evansburgh Later spelled Evansburg 

There is no doubt that one of the first settlements in Coshocton county was made in Oxford 
township, yet it seems impossible at this time to determine definitely the date at which it 
was made. Hunt's Historical Collections says: It is believed by some that the first settlement 
made in the county was made in this township. It would seem that, at all events, the same 
Charles Williams was raising his corn on the prairie, Isaac and Henry Evans and Charles 
and Esaias Baker, all from Virginia, were raising a crop on the Tuticarawas, near Evansburg. 
Williams had come up the Muskingum, and the four above named had come down the 
Tuscarawas. It is known that Wmiams was living on the prairie as early as 1801, and 
probably a year or two before. Charles Baker, a son of Esaias Baker, now living in Lint.on 
township, states that his father's brother Charles and Isaac and Hener Evanti came out 
together from Virginia at a time when there was not a white man on the Tuscarawas river, 
but he is unable to give the year. Lewis Corbit, of Adams township, tells that his father, 
Hobert Corbit, emigrated with Isaac Evans from Virginia in the year 1804. Calhoun's 
Sketches, written thirty years ago, states, that in 1803 Judge Evans settled where 
Evansburg now stands. There were also others who settled around him soon 
afterward, forming what was known at the time as White Eyes Plains settlement. These 
dates are irreconcilable, but it would seem that the Charles Williams settlement, on the 
Walhonding, was made first. The Evansburg settlement was probable the second one made 
in the county. The two Bakers came out in the spring, planted and tended a crop of corn on 
the plains just south of Orange, then returned to Virginia, harvested a crop there, and in 
the fall of the same year moved out permanently with their families, cut their new crop 
here and erected cabins. Esaias Baker leased twenty acres from a Mr. Newell, in the 
western part of the township, on the farm which George loss afterward purchased. Both 
Esaias and Charles, a few years later, moved to Linton township, becoming two of the 
earliest settlers there. 

Esaac Evans was the central figure of this settlement, and was a man whose influence was 
felt in a1l parts of the county. Soon after he moved out he pm·chasecl a tract of land and 
built his cabin south of the river, close to the bank, just across from Evensburg. The high 
waters which rose and surrotmded his cabin soon afte1·, obliged him to move father back 
from the rive1·. He raised and commanded a company during the war of 1812, serving under 
General Harrison. He was also one of the early associate justices in the county. His brother 
Henry, who accompanied him here, purchased a farm adjoining his on the east, and being 
a bachelor, spent his clays in solitude there, engaged in farming and stock raising. 
Evensburg was surveyed September 4, 1830. Isaac Evans was the proprietor, and gave it 

its name. The original plat lay wholly north of the canal, but two years later an addition of 
five lots was made south of it. For a few years it grew vigorously. Moses Morgan owned the 
first dry goods store . He died a few years after it was opened, and John Stout became the 
possessor of it. Joseph Watkins kept another st.ore, and built a large warehouse, dealing 
extensively in grain. Philip Wolfe Jr. ran a tannery here for a while. His father, Philip Wolfe 

, Sr. had built one about two miles south of here at a very early clay, and Phillip Wolfe Jr. 
operated it there for a time, then removed it t.o Evensburg. Isaac Evans Jr. was the village 
inn keeper. The building of Orange about a half mile to the west gave Evansburg its 
death-blow. The river at Evansburg could be forded only with great difficulty, if at all, and 
a ferry must be kept here constantly, while the strean+ at Orange was easily forded. Mr. 
Watkins removed his wru.·ehouse, and the village speedily fell to pieces. 
An early cemetery is west of the Old Stone Fort. A later one was located in the village of 

Evansburg. Evans is buried in the early one. 1740-1881 N. N. Hill Jr. published in 1881 
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Ever al 

Everals is a small. one-time village with roots dating to the early 1800,s. It was originally 
settled in what was early Oxford Township, Tuscarawas County which later split off to 
become part of Oxford Township, Cosocton County. 

By the 1830's Everals grew around the newly completed Ohio and Erie Canal as local 
farmers would sell grain and farm produce for shipment on the canal to the neighboring 
towns and cities. The area was also known as Coal Port, as the farmers would mine plentiful 
coal for sale, from the surrounding hills. The village was never incorporated or platted, as 
was the very nearby village of Evansburg. 
John and Ann Everal played a key roll in the development of the village of Everals. John 

and Ann Everal came to the area of Oxford Township, just west of Newcomerstown, in the 
late 1820's. The young couple had resided in Bolivar for a short time, and after the death of 
their first son, moved to the aTea. raising a family of seven .. 
John was the son of Richard Everal and was born March 8,1800 in Sheffield, Shropshire, 

England. He died Feb. 26, 1875 in Newcomerstown. He married Ann Evans of Main.stone, 
Shropshire, England, daughter of Isaac Evans. It is not known if the Isaac Evans, founder 
of Evansburg, who lived nearby was a brother or her father. She was born in 1809 in 
Llanybell, Carmarthenshire, Wales, and died Jan. 26, 1868. 
The Everals were followers of the Wesleyan Christian belief. Ann Everl dreamed of a 

formal church building to replace the community school used as a church meeting house. 
The Church was completed the year of Ann's death without her seeing it. 

W-eJud Scfuud 9Juilt 1845 

eluvJt S~ Stalded 1846 

W-eJud eftatJel 
9Juilt 1868 
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Coshocton County Oxford Township 
Schools 

Plains School about 1811, site was later Union School District #3 
1 - Union School often called Plains School, Cadiz Road, Islet.a, about 1830 
2 - Low Gap School, County Road 106, probably the first building was a log schoolhousE~ 

in 1929. New schoolhouse used until 1947 
3 - Loos School, Cadiz Road near the western boundary of Oxford Twp. 1830 closed 1840s 
4 - Early log school, at the John .Junkins place on Cadiz Road 

a mile west of Wolfe's Corner, 1812 
5 - First Waggoner School on State Route 7 51 south of the Waggoner Cemetery and about 

200 feet north of the present railroad tracks. about 1850 
G - Second Waggoner School built on Cadiz Road on land of John Loos about a mile east of 

the old Loos School site, on the north side of the road in 1871 
7 - Evansburgh School, a half mile east of Orange, about 1806 
8 - Orange School, a half mile west of Evansburgh, first school 1854 second one 1881 
9 - Center Valley School, 1857 
10 - Everal School, Everal, 1845-1940 
11 - McCune School moved north across Wills Creek into Oxford Township on McCune land 

at the time that the North Bend School began. It was located northeast of Jacobsport 
on CR 410, in 1846, new schoolhouse built in 1877 used until 1927 

12 - Marlatt's Run School, Marlatt's Run just north of Guernsey Co line, 1902-1930 
Churches 

18 - Union Methodist Protestant Church formed in 1830, first met in the Union Schoolhouse 
in Islet.a, until they present building was erected in 1858 

14 - Orange Chapel a Methodist Episcopal Chmch, Orange, 1875 
15 - White Eyes Baptist Church, Islet.a, a 114 mile east of the Union Methodist Church, 1850 

They first met at the borne Isaac Evans in 1825, known as White Eyes Plains Church 
l6 - German Lutheran, just north of the county line in the S. E. part of the Twp. about 1871 
l 7 - Everal's Church a Unit.en Brethren Church in Everal, 1868. First met in schoolhouse 
18 - Disciples met at McCunes School , Campbellites met here in 1879 

Isleta Church of Christ was organized Oct.16, 1894, and held meetings in the McCune 
School until the building was erected in Isleta 

19 - United Brethren Society at Orange School, about 1853 
20 - Methodist Protestant Church, Evansbmgh 
21 - Plains Church, Methodist Protestant, met at Loos Schoolhouse, 1836 

Taverns 
22 - Phillip Wolfe, Wolfe's Corner, Cadiz Road in Islet.a, 1811 
2:3 - John Junkins, Cadiz Road a mile west of Wolfe's Corner, 1811 
24 - Moses Morgan, Cadiz Road a half mile east of Wolfe's Corner, 1820 

Mills 
., 25 - Isaac Evans, first mill in Township built about 1818 on Evans Creek. 

26 - A saw-mill at the same place 
27 - A steam flouring mill, C. Wolfe & Co. later the mill works were were moved to 

a large grist-mill on the canal, built by John \Volfe & Timothy Emerson 
about 1861, about a mile west of Orange, 

Distillerys 
28 - George Loos - Mr. Shank - Patrick Tregent, on the Canal 
29 - Old Stone Fort 30 - Oxford Township Hall, Islet.a 
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White Eyes Plains - lsleta 
Oxford Township 
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William E. Hunt in his Coshocton County History records that after Judge Isaac Evans 
settled at Evansburg in 1801 , others settled around him soon anerwards, forming what was 
known as White Eyes Plains. Some early historians believe that the first settlement in the 
County was in OxfordTownship. An Act of 1814 by Congress established a road from Cadiz 
via White Eyes Plains and Coshocton to Fredericktown. The Cadiz Road was the 
principally travelled road between Zanesville and Cadiz. 

PostmastBrs 
John Junkins was the first postmaster, appointed Marchl, 1815 until Oct,ober 1832 
David Jenkins son ot John Junkins (Jtmkins or Jenkins?) was appointed Oct 5, 1832 
William Waggoner was appointed May 18, 1843 
James Lisk was appointed December 18, 1846 
Mary Price Lisk, the second wife James Lisk was appointed October 27, 1848 
Thomas Sergeant was appointed November 10, 1852 

When the railroad came through in 1854 the town had a depot, and at one time six 
passenger trains stopped daily. The town was then formally called Oxford. 

The Post Office was discontinued November 19, 1855, and was not reestablished until 
December 10, 1856 when William Bache was appointed postmaster. 
William Cole was appoint.eel Januai·y 12, 1875 
James Cole Jr., father of William Cole was appointed November 3, 1875 

The Age, October 4, 1877 reports Oxford depot on Pan Handle Railroad took fire Tuesday 
morning oflast week before day break, and was entirely consumed. The Post Office was kept 
in the same building, but fortunately by the energy of the agent in charge of same, the mail 
matter and railroad books were saved. Fire was started by trainps. 
William Cole was appoint,ed postmaster for a second term June 16,1884 
Charlotte W. Fletcher, Whit,e Eyes Plains last postmaster was appointed August 18, 1886 
The Post Office's name was changed to Isleta May 21, 1892, ai1d Charlotte W. Fletcher 

again received the postmaster's appointment, six years after her first one. Served 3 more yr . 
Mary L. Fletcher, daughter of Charlotte W. Fletcher followed her mother in office, she 
was appointed Sept. 18, 1994. She served about four years. 
Samuel A. St.owe was appointed July 18, 1898 
John M. Lawyer was appoint.eel March 24, 1900 
Mr. Nelson on star route between Orange and Isleta has been succeeded by Henry Cole 
December 18, 1903 
Mack Daugherty, appointed carrier on R. F. D. no. 1 April 15, 1904, resigned Feb. 28, 1918 
Harry L. Angle was the temporary carrier until July 15, 1918 
George Jones then became carrier until Feb. 28, 1934 
Maude E. Geese was appoint.eel June 9, 1910 
Myrtle Geese succeeded her sister Maude Geese as Postmaster, she was 
appointed Sept. 30, 1929 
Margaret Loos was appointed postmaster May 11, 1939 
Leola P. Yoder was appointed April 1, 1947. She was postmaster only about two months 
Alma K. Harp was appointed June 19, 194 7 
No railroad station, two trains take and discharge the mail 
The Post Office at lsleta was closed Sept. 30 1955. Mail now delivered from West Lafayette 
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through several gen~r~tions. Solomon Ad-.ms married Emma Cooper in 1886, and succeeded 
his father-in-law, D. Go Cooper, in the . store at Wills Creek in 18880 For seventeen 
years he was in charge of the store at Wills Creek, .and he was postmaster for twelve 
years - from 1892 until the office was closed May 10 9 1904. Mail since then has 
been delivered to Wills Creek from Conesville. 

Hamilton Young carried the Star Route to Wills Creek for twenty yearso He died 
in 1923. 

The Age, October 19, 1903: 11The Star Route between Wills Creek and Coshocton will 
be discontinued November 14th. The Post Office at Wills Creek will be supplied by the 
rural free delivery carrier from Conesville. There is also talk of abolishing the 
Wills Creek Post Office, but this has not yet been decided by the Post Office Depart-
ment." 

The Times, January .5, 1904. Wills Creek. 11SoI. Adams has sold half of his 
store at Wills Creek to A. R. Vinsel." ' 

In 1960 the old Robinson bridge on lower Wills Creek was no longer usable. 
Rural Mail Carrier Robert Thomas would leaTe the mail for Vernard Brannon at the 
Barrick home elose to the end of the bridge, and Mrso Bar~iek sent the mail daily 
to Brannon in a duffle bag by a system of wires aeross the Creek. The alternatiTe 
would have been to row the mail aeross. 

WHITE EYES PLAINS - ISLETA 
Oxford Township 

Revo William E. Hunt in his Coshocton County history records that after Judge 
Isaac Evans settled at Evansburg in 1801, others settled around him soon afterwards, 
forming what was known as White Eyes Piains . Some early historians believe that 
the first settlement i.n the County was in Oxford Township. An Act of 1814 by Cono.: 
gress established a road from Cadiz via White Eyes Plains and Coshocton to Frederick. 
towno 

John Junkins was the first postmaster, appointed March 1, 181.5, and his bond 
is listed as $.500. He ~was an Irishman who had emigrated to Oxford Township as early 
as 1806. His farm was on the Cadiz road a mile west of Wolfe 8 s Corners, and he 
is described as 11 the biggest man on the Plains, and a genuine Irishman . " The Cadiz 

t road· was t4e principally t~avelled road between Zanesville and Cadiz, and Philip Wolfe 
had a tavern at the "Corners"., Junkins' two sons, John and David, lived with him. 
Jul;lkins served from his appointment in 181.5 until October 1832, when his son David 
Junkins-, 'received an appointment £s the second postmaster of White Eyes Plains. 
John Jlµlkins is listed in the 1820 Census . 

One of the early mail routes to White Eyes Plains was N9. 582 that in 1831 
began at Mansfield, Ohio via Freeport, Calwallader, Milnersville to White Eyes 
Plains "1.!ld thence to Plainfield, a total of .50 mileso This Route was carried by 
John Dean of Plainfield, Ohio. In October 1834 tt was curtailed at Milnersville. 

Another early route was No. 1559 once a week between Zanesville and New Phil<>-
delphia. From Z-.nesvill&l via Dresden, · Ad~s ,Mills, Roscoe, Coshocton, White Eyes ·-
Plains, Newcomerstown, Port Washington, Gnaddenhutten? Tuscarawas, • o o There was 
one trip weekly. (See other early routes in special section on Mail Routes) 
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David Jenkins was appointed postmaster of White Eyes Plains October 59 1832, 

and his bond w~ also set at $500. He was a t-.vern keeper and had hung out a large 
wooden ball as his ~ign. A Justi_ce -.of the Peace, elections were held at his tavern. 
Moses Morgan and Jaqob Leighninger were his sureties in 1832, and in 1837 James White-
side and Jo Leighninger are listed as his sureties. In January 1837 Junkins report-
ed tq the Post Office Department that the White Eyes Plains Post Office was located 
in R..nge 4, Township 5, Section 8, and that the nearest post office was at Newcomers~ 
tovm five miles north; that the White Eyes Plains post office was one mile south of 
the Tuscarawas Rivero 

I -

William Waggoner appointed postmaster May 18, 1843 is listed in the 1830 Census . 
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1794, coming to Oxford Township with his father. 
Waggoner died in 1854. 

James Lisk (1788-1848) was appointed postmaster December 18, 1846. His 
first wife was Mary Junkins, daughter of White Eyes Plains first postmastere Lisk 
was a preacher and school teacher. 

When Lisk died in 1848, his seqond wife, Mar-J Price Lisk, was appointed post-
master October 27, 1848. The post office was in a iog two-room house where now the 
Hoobler farm is located on State Route 16. ~ary Price ~isk dieq in 1896, age 90. 
Her son, James Lisk Jr., was a Baptist minister and helped to build the White Eyes 
Baptist Church - a brick building erected on State Route 16 in 18_50 . 

Thomas Sergeant was appointed postmaster November 10 , 1852. The 1860 Census 
lists Sergeant as a shoemaker, age 36, born in England, with a wife and five childr~n, 
E;e was a forty-niner, and received his appointment as postmdtster on his return from 
Cal1.fbrnia o 

When the railroad 11 c~e through" in 1854 the town had .._ depot, and at qne time 
six passenger trains stopped daily. The town was then fol'.'l.lfally called Oxford. 

The Post Office was discontinued November 19, 1855, and was not reestablished 
until December lOp 1856 when William BaclB (1782-1873) was appointed postmaster. The 
1860 Census lists WillidI!l BaclBas postmaster, age 73 (a slight discrepancy) . In the 
1850 Census William l3aci)sis listed as age 68, and his son 9 William Jr . (1812-1897) 
is listed as age 38, both are listed as farmers , born in Engl~nd. Both were inter-
ested in houndp and fox huntingo They had both done much hunting in England. 

William Cole (1848-1895) was appoi!lted postmaster January 12, 1875. 1re was 
the son of James Cole, born in England, and a vrell educated man . He was ~he agent 
for the PoCo & S.L. Railroad at Oxford Station. He was also the census enumerator 
for Oxford Townsh:lip in the 1880 Census . · 

J~~s Cole, appointed postmaster November 3, 1875, was the father of William 
Cole , whom he succeeded as postmaster. His father, James Co~e, Sr.» had a store in 
White E-~es Plains~ His advertisement in the Spy, M•rch 16, 1836 offers dry goods, 
queensware ~ liquors , medicines, etc . Martha Cole, his wife , is listed in the 1880 
Census as age 61, born in England. Living with her at this time were Henry, her son 
age 29 P born in Ohio; Mary E. Cole, her daughter-in-law, age 28; and Joseph E. Cole 
her grandsone Her husband, J~es Cole, is not listed, and probably .had died 'b;J 1880. 

The Age, October 4, 1877 reports "Oxford ·depot on Pan Handle Railroad took fire 
Tuesday morning of last week before day break, and was entirely consumed. The Post 
Office was kept in the same building, but fortunately by the energy of: the agent in 
charge of same, the mail matter and railroad books . were saved • • fire was started by 
tr.llrllps . 11 
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February 20, 1878 James Cole reported to the Post Office Department that the 
White Plains Post Office "kad the loc~ n<illne of Oxford Station, and that it was located 
on th$ PoC • and St. Louis Railroad. -

I 

The Age, April 25, 1878 reports "Willi.i:m Cole moved from Orange to OY..ford Stat-
ion and resumed his form.er post as agent at Oxford Station." 

Jurie 16, 1884 Wi.J.\iam Cole was appointed postmaster for a second term. 

The Age, August 20, 1886 - White Eyes Plains: "William Cole, freight and ticket 
agent of this place, has accepted a more lucretive position at Urichsville Junction. 
Mr. Cole has faithfuJJ.y served the company for the past de~de, 6ne of the oldest 
agents on the road, though young in years." 

Charlotte W. Fletcher , White Eyes Plains last _postmaster, was appointed August 
18 , 1886. The Age, September 10, 1886 announced "Mrs. Lotte Fletcher has office at 
her home on Main Street. 11 The 1870 C~nsus lists Adam Fletcher as a_ge 32, his wife, _ 
Charlotte, age 25 . The 1880 Census lists both Adam Fletcher and his wife Charlotte, 
and their daughter, Mary L .. as age 9. Ad~ Fletcher wc.s a Civil War veteran, .and he 
and his wife had a smtll store. Mrs. Fletcher is remembered as having a firy 
temperrnent11 They had three daughters . Later Mrso Charlotte Fletcher lived in Los 
Angeles. 

The Post Office's nam~ was changed to ~eta May 21 , 1892, and Charlotte Wo 
Fletcher again received the postmaster's appointment, six years after her first one. 
She served thr€e years longer as postmaster of Isl~ta . Postal officials had , changed 
the name to Isleta as they fou.ri.d two towns named Pxford in Ohioo Isleta was the name 
of a daughter of a railroad official. A peninsula on one of the Canary Islands and 
a town in New Mexico are the or:iJ-y other _ pl~ces known to have the name Isletaa 

Mary L. Fletcher, daughter of Charlotte W. Fletcher, followed her mother in 
office, receiving her appointment as postmaster September 18, 1894. She served about 
four years. The post office was in a small building on the left hand side of the 
street just north of the railroad tracto -

Samuel A. Stowe received his appointment as Postmaster July 18, 18980 He had 
purchased the H.F. Wolfe store in February-1884. He was a Republican, and beside-s b.i-
ing postmaster, held other Township offices. In 1901 he was a candidate for State 
Representativeo Two nQWS items from the Coshocton Age~ 
May 26, 1886: 11 Stowe reports _good business!" 
Nov. 2, 18860 "S.A. Stowe is enlarging his store room~ He is an enterprising and 

accommodating merchant." 
The 1899 County· Directory li_l!lts Stowe as "~nsral Store , Hotel and P.M o" at Isleta. 
He sold out the store in 1900, retiring to West LafayettQ. 

John Mo Lawyer, appointed March 24, 1900 , had purchased the Samuel Stowe store . 
Lawyer was one of a family of twelve children. Bahm~r in his Coshocton County history 
says "Lawyer discharges his duties in a prompt and able manner, and has won the confi-
dence c.nd esteem of all with whom he has dealing•·" 

Lawyer reporting to the Post Office Dipartment on the location of the pest 
office September 25 , 1907 stated it was situated in the 2d Quarter , Section 57 Oxford 
Townshipo 

The Democrat & Standard, December 18, 1903 reported that Mr. Nelson on star 
route between Orange and Isleta has been succeeded 1;>y Henry Cole • 
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The Democr£t & St~ndard had two ne~items of interest concerning the RoF.Do 
out of Isletag 
April 8 9 1904g 11RuFo Do No. l will be started from Isleta on the 4~1 route, mostly in 

Oxford Townshipo Mack Daugherty has been appointed carri®r." 
April 29 9 ·1904f lfSin?e "·~ne ·e.s~~?.:L?J~~!}F; ·R.~;. :~/r~~=t:;;;g#~'? · ;_~eliv~_ry,,_route out of Islet~ , 

put in operation on tne 15th inst. 9 pretty much all of Oxford Township 
residents are now served with :fr2e mail privileges. This last route 
is supplemented in the serVice by one of ~he routes out of Newcomers-
to1'1119 traversing one line across the township. The Islet~ route covers 
nearly ill. the other ro~ds of Oxfordp thus giving one of the most 
complete free deliver3 services in the County •• ·" 

Route 1 out of Isleta was established April 15, 1904 with Mack Dougherty as 
its first carriero Wh~n he resigned Feb:r.u.<acy 28-9 1918 9 Harry Lo Angle was the 
temporar-y c&rri.lilr until July 15 9 1918 when Gt?orge Jones became carrier. Febru-
ary 28 9 1934 this Route w~~ transferred to West Laf~yette. 

Maude Ea Geese 9 iil.ppoint ed IX>stmaster ,June 9 9 1910 9 h~d a long tenure. She was 
a member of the Geese fd:U1ily consisting of foµr sii;iters ~nd two brothers. Her brother, 
Howard Geese , owned the stor.e 9 and she and her sisters worked in ito They h~d living 
quarters over the store , ~:nd here 9 in the stm:'® 9 was locat~d the Isleta. post office 
for several y~ars o LatG.lr they b·u.i.1:t a small building in front of thtSir home. 

The Post Office was descr ibed hy the Tribune of September lJ, 19J4g 110ne of the 
smci.llest post offices in .America9 ;;erving 45 .families i.n Isletav smtll village be-
tween West Lafayette and NtiUrnomersto~m. While the post office serves one of the 
smallest listsi of p.«.trons in the UoSo 9 it i!i3 prob-..bly the srntllest unit in the vast 
posta..1 system under a separate roof. The Isleta Post Office is loc-.ted in a white 
frame structure about i2 feet by 8 feeto Thfil !!Lcbby9 bcrdered by the front and sides 
o.f the b'u.ilding and a. p~rtit~1.on f1lled vdth maJ.l bo:x:es 9 is about the size of a piano 
box. Here Post.mistress Myrtle Geeseu ·;..rhose home adjoins the Post Of'fice 9 sorts the 
smgll bag of ma,il that~ :1.s brought three times da.:Uy from the nearby Pennsylva:nJ.,;t 
Ra:Llroad. The mai..1 is delivered by Burr Norris g who likewise distributes special del= 
ivery and registerr~d mail~ M:is s Geese has been Postmistress 24 years ~nd succeeded 
Mstude Geese i.t.\ t.r.1at pos:'.ttion. Miss Maude fr®quently assists _her sistere Duties of . 
the postmistress are now much 11.ghte:c.. Last March the .Pc1st Office Department at 
Washington removed Isl€t• 11 s sole :rur<?~l route which boasted 100 boxes » :md switched it 
to the West. :Lll.f·ayett.~ Post Office a 1~ · 

Miss :Myrtle Geeii:e (1884~1939 ) p sister of the Postm:;i,ster she succeededs received • 
her appointment S®pt o Jb 9 1929 ~ She died in April. 1939 e 11 

Mrs o M:i1.rg«i.rli!t Loos w;i,s ~ppoinf..:.ed postma1..ster May 11 0 1939e 
Isleta 0 and had the po~~t, office in her store o She 1-.ter married 
live~ in N~t!Wal"'k e 

She had a •store in 
Mr . Hobl, 0111d now 

Mrs. Leola P. Yoder 0 appointed April -1 9 1947 did not h;J.ve a. store and kept the 
po~;t office in her home. She wa;.1 postm~ster only a.bout. two montr.~s. 

Mrso Alm.a KQ Ifa.rp was appointed .June 
ported 11A Vfi'J:'Y modern and neatly kept stqre 
town of Isleb. iitnd is ru.n by Thom.-.s HQU'pe 
Post Office Department th:.1.t she had moved 
She also st-.ted that there was no ra:1.lro:ad 
take and discharge the mail .. 

19 9 19ll·7o The Tribune , July 15, 1947s re= 
~nd post office is now the only one ih the 
June 21. 9 1947 Mrse Harp :reported to the 

the office 167 feet west from t _he old site . 
shtt:J.on 9 but tha.t two Pennsylvani.-. trains 

The Po1'>t Off.icia ~.t Isleta was di5continued September 30 9 1955 9 and mail is now 
delivered on Route 1 9 West I,afeiyette0 
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A giant step forward in the development of the United States Mail Service was 
made when the Rural Free Delivery Service was established. The first RqFoD. Route was 
established in 1896 in West Virginia. It was August 1, 1899 that the first R.FoDG 
Route was i!;J.augurated in Coshocton County. 

William Ho Web'b 9 familiarily lmown as 11Billie 11 Webb, started Route 1 out of 
Coshocton August 1, 1899. The Age, June 28, 1899 described his route as 11Starting 
at Coshocton and running about one-half mile north on the Canal Lewisville road to the 
intersection with the Mill Creek road, thence along the said Mill Creek road to the 
Denman Bridge and on to the Warsaw road near Prairie Chapel 8 thence on the Warsaw road 
as far as the intersection of the road leading from Warsaw to Canal Lewisville on the 
lands of Henry Heck, thence across Killbuck Creek to Township House 9 thence down the 
valley to Canal Lewisville, thence to Coshocton." Webb left Coshocton at 7 AoM • and 
arrived back about Noon . 

The Age, August 12, 1899 commenting on the service said 11 The service has been 
highly successful and satisfactory from the very beginning, and has proven a great 
convenience . 11 Much information was also given as to the mail boxes to be provi ded 
and how to get on the route. As a result_of the establishment of this Route , the 
Canal Lewisville Post Office was scheduled to be discontinued. But this was long 
delayed. Webb 8 s salary was $400 yearly9 and he gave bond . He carried this Route 
until his resignation, March 22 9 1902. 

Three years after the inauguration of the first route , 1902, -seven more routes 
were established - two from Roscoe 0 two more from Coshocton and thrJe out of Avondale 
(Fresno) . 1903 brought an additional ten more R.F.D. Routes: Layland , Routes 1 and 2; 
Avondale (Fresno) Routes 4 and 5; Nellie Route l; Warsaw Routes 1 and 2 ; Conesville 
Route 1; and Walhonding Routes 1 and 2 . 

The Age , December 50 1902 reporting on the three then existing RoF.DG Routes 
- "Rural mail carriers busy. 10,000 pieces handled in November. These men plod along 
the rough country roads in rain and sunshine and give the farmer as great degree of 
convenience as though he lived in a city • • • They delivered in Novemberg 
William Davis Letters 482 Postal Cards 88 Newspapers 29 618 Circulars 211 
Isaac Te Smith 483 90 1 9 902 223 
Winfield W. Bechtol 436 52 29 217 144 
In addition 9 they delivered registered letters 9 packages 9 and col~ected money orders . " 

The Age 9 December 26, 1902 99The rural mail carriers ask as a favor that the 
patrons along, their respective routes keep a few stamps on hand and stamp their 
letters themselves instead of dropping a couple of pennies irito the mail box. It is 
no fun on a frosty winter morning to dig around in th~ mail box after a couple of 
pennies and then place a stamp on a letter· when your fingers are cold." 

., But as with every change, all were not happy. The Democrat & Standard, · Decem .... 
ber 1 9 1903 reported "R.F.D. route inspector has viewed a route which if established 
would vacate the post offices at Willow Brook and New Moscow. A few years ago there 
was a petition for an RoF.D • • • • but since that time 9 people have become acquainted 
with the disadvantages as well as the advantages of R.FoD. We find it will make the 
most of our mail ~t least one day late , and espepially our County papers a We feel 
sure if a remonstrance was circulated that t~e people would sign it very generally. " 

Early 1904 saw the beginning of five more Routes : Route 5 Coshocton; Isleta 
_ and West Lafayett~ each one route; Route 2 Nellie; Route 2 Conesville . In October, 

Route 1 9 Blissfield was established. Route 5~ Coshocton had as its first carrier 9 
Je Wayne Hoffman 9 who carried to Franklin, New Moscow9 Willow Brook and back through 
Rosqoe 9 23 miles 9 serving 116 homes with a population of 5220 
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Only one new route was established in 190~ = Route 4~ Coshoctono Begi.Yfiling 
January 2 9 1905 Har\rey Do Smith was the first carrier of Route 4, Coshoctono This 
route wa.s towai'd Plainfield~ 22 5/8 miles in length and served 160 homes with a POP= 
u.lation of 720 o , 

No new rout.es were added in 1906 or 1907., It was a time of transition and of 
fitting the route::> better to t.he people they served" The chief problem c:f the new 
service was bad roads. The fellowing news items from the Age of 1906 and 1907 tell 
the story of the rural carriers 8 troublesg 
1906g . 
November 22~"Ed ! .. 9J1m. and EaLG Keeley from White Eyes Township 

they must traveL Se F. Leavengood 9 carrier of 
to travel over pa:r't of' the road on his routeoil 

eomplain about the roads 
Fresno Route ) 9 refuses 

December 6g 

December llg 

December l)g 

1907g 

91Sciuth o,f Fresno is a :rrdle of road, newly graded, that recent rains make 
it impos~d.ble t o tra:vel and deliver mail. Twenty=one families never 
m1'7lsed their mail more g ~James Mo Hender-sc."ln is carrier. 11 

19 Post Off'iee Department threatens to ~<Tlthdraw RoF. D. service unless roads 
are repa1.r'ed. ga 

rr9 Carriers Dav:Ls and Bechtol o~:t of Cosh.octon 9 could not carry as traffic 
over tb.e Tusci<::n:·a11Jas Bridge stopped until paving is finished. is 

January 20g nRussel Banb.1:rri 9 ca1"':!'.'~,,3r of Wa-.rsaw Route 1 9 got stuck :'in the mud s He makes 
Blissfield B Spr"ln.g Mou.ntain and back to Warsawo Just below Bliss= 
.field his horse slip:i;ied and the buggy turned over and Banhllll was pre= 
~ipitated i.nto the 1md. After ~onside:rabl_e work 9 the buggy was right= 
ed. and trip finished = both were ::.<OfT"l'''Y 'lomking spect.acles. ii 

January .5~ 00George WU.son~ in his f'ourth yeax o.f se:t'"l.rice as carrier of the mail be= 
tween Roscoe and Coshocton8 had a :nar~ccw escape. He was driving his 
ho~rse and buggy on one of hit1 'US1t8.l f our trips fo:e the day when the 
wat,e!."s: or the Walb.ondi.ng .!:J,t a. flood stage 9 swept him two hundred yards 
down. 1Jt1"<'.>amo He caught hold c,f a bush and some men i.n a row boat v..rere 
.o:ble to save h.i:m.~ The horse. al:;~o Itu'.'.l.ri.a.g·.::~d to get, to a bigher spot and 
was later rescued., w The s111'T',mer before Wilsi:m ha.d nro."rowly missed being 
struc~k 1.•y a Walhonding tr.a.in while c;arryi.ng the mail . 

Janua:F.f 10 g F:res:noo 10 Ra F o DQ ©ttr·riers are ·w"i.sh],ng f"or good. old sumr.11er time o Several of 
them DE,ve been ©ompelled to leaye their ho:rses at, home 9J1d walk.~ 

,Jan:ua:r"'.Y 17~ uiwill:),Elm Davis and Harvey Smith made their RoF,,Do Routes by b.o:t"sebacko 
Mr. Smith r.;arries Route 4 c Wateri '\i\Tas the trouble.~ 

There was appr'ova1 and d:isapp:.rovtl of the seTvic;e on tlw new R,.,FoDe Routes. 
The Age» Jru1u . .r:n ..... .t z!l- 9 UOf? !"\~ported t:he service ver.f popu1ax< a.nd that one wa.cna.n said 
99We have beco!flEj so a.ccn.rnt@med to a daily ma,:il, we cm'l...1dh ut get along without it noweiV 
But a correspondent f!"om Ba~on be~ame sa:r0ieastic over the servic.e = 98We we:re immensely 
pleased over the change i.u oux mail se:r.'1ti~e when ±.)he Ro F. D~ replaced the old star 
route.. Under ro:i:mer 3ystem it took ten hours to send a letter from here to Coshocton 
and receive a reply9 whereas w~th the Ji .. F\D. it takes us only three days to accomplish 
the same end. If' on•3 ~:nows where the improvement is~:ple~se send us a diae;r8.mogg . 

In 1907 an increase of $15. ~ XJID~th in. ~emuneration to RoFoDo Carrie~s was 
received by six Coshocton (;arriers0 ~ $:12, tor E., To SmithD carrier on Route 29 
because i·t was explained 9 Si:11i:th had less ~eage t ,ha.n the other six ca.rrierso 
In Marc;h of this year the I"tlrP-.1 routes were Cthang;ed to more economically cover the 
County 9 and a det.a,iled. o.r:scri.pt,ion of the :rou.t,~~s was published i."l the Coshocton papers .. 
Most of the routes were le:ngthe:ned. 0 and Routes 1. and 2 or Roscoe 0 became Routes 6 and 
7 of Coshoctone 
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In 1908 Route 3, Warsaw, a,nd Tunnel Hill Route 1 were establishedo And in 1909 
Coshocton Route 8 was established April 1 with John Wo Porter as the first carriero · 

~ Route 3, Walhonding was established October 3, 1916 with Fred Ho Gamble as· the first 
carrier. 

The following news items from the Coshocton newspapers tell the story of the 
early years of the R.F.De in this County: 
Times, 1906 
April 6~ "Mail carriers can only go half way on routes beca~se of recent snowo" 
August 9g "Rural mail carriers to be given annual vacationse Five carriers now are 

out of Coshoetone" 
October 18g Paper asks that carriers be neat, and to take wooden boxes downo 
November 2lg "Ed Lahm and RoLo Keeley appeared before the County Commissioners re-

garding the road between Fresno and West Lai'ayette. J.Mo Henderson0 
Carrier on Route 2 Fresn~ refuses to travel over it and SeF. Leaven-
good on R.F.D. 3, Fresno, also has to travel on ite" 

Tribune, 1909 
February lOg 81 William Slaughter, rural mail carrier on Route 5, was painfully injured 

when he was a victim of a runaway near Conesville." 
February l7g"Rural mail carriers on No. 2 and Noo 6 routes were unable to make their 

deliveries on account of high snow drifts across the roadse" 
February l8 g "Fresno carriers did not go out Tuesdayo I.To Smith, Coshocton Route 2 

was the only carrier who succ~e~ed in getting all over his route. Scott 
Bechtol, Route 3 up through Keene, met a substitute carrier with a fresh 
horse and sent part of the mail with him. H.D. Smith, Route 4 Plainfield, 
sent part of his mail by another carrier. Willia.pi Slaughter, Route 5 
New Moscow, encountered a meeting of coal miners and distributed his 
mail that way. Charle·s Wilhelm, Route 6, could get over only a part of 
his route." 

March .5: 11 The road between this City and Roscoe is almost cleared for traffic follow-
ing high water, and Roscoe is soon to be connected with Uthe rest of the 
world'." 

Tribune 11 1911 
February 17 : "Fred Pigman, well known rural mail carri~r, was in a critical condition 

at his home near New Guilford as a result of injuries sustained when he 
w~s accidently thrown under a horse." 

March l7g "Ed Dul.ing9 carrier of Route 6 Coshocton, and Clarence Rodehaver 9 carrier of 
Route 8 Coshocton, have exchanged routes to take effect April l." . 

March 29: "Charles Norman, Clarence DwilevY' and Porter McCrea of Fresno may use motor 
cycles to deliver mail. They are investigating." 

May 18 ~ 11 Paul Lapp, mail carrier from Conesville, b:uys an Overland touring car." 
June 6 ~ "Fred Pigman will use an auto on his Route out of Tunnel Hillo Monday he 

purchased a Brush runabout.• 

, In July 1934 the Mail Carriers Convention was held in Coshocton. Governor 
White was a speaker. "Service with a Smile" a song with music by Homer Ao Rodehaver, 
was written for the Coshocton banquet by A.H. Ackley and dedicated by the Qoshoeton 
County R.L.C.A. to rural carriers of .America. 

The rural carrier• s salary August 1, 1897 was set 'at $JOO per annum'o By 1902 
it had doubled,$600. Prices of oats were $L75 for seventy pounds, and hay was $12 
to $15 a ton. The original cost of ap outfit including horse and buggy ranged from 
$400 to $500 . Fur lap robes , charcoal heaters, separation cases were part of the 
equipmente By 1911 the rural carrier's salacy was $1000 a year, and by 1920 it had 
risen to $1,800 . Automobiles were used on some routes as early as 1911, but it was 
many years later that they could be used the year-round • 
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/ . , h t n county who lived in 
The Delaware Indi~ns in Cos o~n~ its tributaries, 

the valley. of the Muski~g':lm ~~~e.~ettlement of this part of 
played an important par~ in 8th ntury. Many years . .. 
Ohio in the last half do~ thet~e we~~ across the l'llississip~u. 
earlier they had move . r?m rand then moved eastward until 
River, comedu~hth~e~~~~r!i~~ver near Philadelphia, where 
they reache e . The were a power tribe at 
they welcomed William Penn. ·t . ysaid that no count could 
this time, and so num~ro~~eiti~~ they again moved westward 
be made of them. B~t y the had been conquered by 
to the Muskingum River vatl~~y') a~d were often known as 
the Iroquois (and other ri es ' 
"Women"! h . f of the Turtle Tri be, had his 

Netawatwees, as c ~ f the Tuscarawas Hiver in what 
·capital on the north.ba ' o was County, Ohio. He was a 
is now Oxford Towns~ip, ~us~ara . of the Colonists, and 
friend of the Moravian mis~ionar~~s~oved as head of the 
an advocate ?f peace. In ~I~n of the Tuscarawas and Wal-
nelaware ~ation to thfe J~n~ the town of Goschachgunk as 
handing Rivers, and oun e · 
their capita~. (G 1 lemend _ " leader") born in 1737 

Chief Killbuck e e . ·s today was the grandson 
near where Carpon, Pe~nsylvan~: ~ized na~e of William 
of Netawatwees, carrying the ofpNetawatwees as chief of 
Henry, and was the successor he American cause against 
the Turtle Tri~e . He fa!o~~d tlife following ihe teaching 
the British, live~ a.Chri~ ianand also advocated peace . In 
of the Moravian miss~~nar~~:~ Indians were massacred at 
March 1782 when . the ris b swimming across the 
Gnadenhutten, Killbuck ~scal~~n ~he Del~wares by .William 
River . But the documen s . gd were destroyed . Killbuck 
Penn which Killbuck carrie , 
died' at Go~hen ~n 181 1 • f the Turkey Tribe of the Dela-

Captain White Ey~s . o Town situated on the Tus-
ware Nati?n li!ed attW~~t~o!~~~ford Township, Coshocton 
carawas River in wh~ t ' ll known today as White Eyes 
County - ?n.the plains s ided Netawatwees as head of the 
Plains. White Eyes succee ore his succession, was of 
Delaware Nation, and even be6 ncils Ardently supporting 
great influenc~ i~ Del~ware ouhe Am~rican colonists, he 
the Moravian missionaries ~ndp~ lt is White Eyes who 
was an antagonist of Captainrsi~~·neutrality of the 
is given credit for many yea . 
Indians. t xciting date of Revolutionary his-

Probably the ~os e . 6 1778 Renegades led by 
tory in.Coshocton is April de~ British instigati?n, had 
Simon Girty, and other~ . un ouse the Indians against the. 
come to Goshchachgunk 1 o .. ar d th t Americans were determin-
the Colonists . They ~ aime a d this caused the Indians 
ed to destroy the India~ ra~e~sa~ould not believe their 
to prepare for war. White Ey 1 Counc il propo sed ~L t en 

. d at a Delaware goner,a. . . . . , .. ···•· . claims' . an . , . , t infcn.•rrtftt. :i.on 1: l~t>m l• o.r l • .h l t ~ • day s delay \,o gc. · 

The Indians agreed to wait for ten days after White 
Eyes' spirited plea. At Fort Pitt they could not find a 
a trusty runner willing to risk meeting war parties on 
the trail to carry the message on peace to Goschachgunk. 

As the Moravian missionaries, Heckewelder and Shabosh 
were returning to their Missions 'ln the Tuscarawas, they 
agreed to bring the message to the Delaware Council.Travel-
ing night and day , they crossed a river in flood and did 
not kindle a fire fearing the Indians would smell the 
smoke. lllany Indians had shaved their heads preparing for 

. war and ·White Eyes' life had been threatened. 
The suspicious Indians, White Eyes' tension eased, 

the answers to White Eyes' questions given by Heckewelder, 
all related by Heckewelde~ can . be found in ''A Narrative 
of the Mission of the United Brethren". The famous mess-
age sent by White Eyes to the Shawnee towns was 
"Grandchildren! , ye Shawnee! some days ago a flock of birds 
that had come on from the east,, lit at Goshachgunk imposirg 
a song of theirs upon us, which song had nigh proved our 
ruin! Should these birds, which on leaving us, took their 
flight towards Scioto, endeavor to impose a song on you 
likewise, do not listen to them, for they lie" . 

White Eyes was so in accord with the American cause 
that he hoped the Delaware Nation might be the 14th Colony 
in the new nation. Congress in 1778 signed ·a treaty at 
I•' ort Pitt forming an alliance with the Delawares who were 
represented by Killbuck, Captain Pipe, Winegnund, a "wise 
man", and Chief White Eyes . By this Treaty all offences 
were mutually forgiven, a perpetual friendsnip pledged, 
and an agreement to assist each other in any JUSt war 
given. The Delawares gave permission for an American 
army to pass through their territory, and to furnish meat , 
corn, warriors and guides for the army. The U.S. agreed 
to erect and garrison a fort within the Delaware country 
and to punish offences committed by citizens of the other . 
'l1he U.S. promised honest trade relations and lastly, guar-
anteed the integrity of the Delaware Nation and promised 
to admit it as a state of the American union "provided 
nothing contained in this article be considered as con-
clusive until it meets the approbation of Congress." 

At the conclusion of the Treaty, White Eyes said 
"Brothers, we are .become one people. Vv e (the Delawares) 
are at a loss to express our thoughts, but we hope soon to 
convince you by our action of the sincerity of our hearts. 
We now inform you that as many of our warriors as can 
possibly be spares, will JOin you and go with you." 

In pursuance of the :Port Pitt '.l.'reaty, General 
J'llcintosh asked the Delaware Council for two captains and ~ ' 
uix warriors . White Eyes joined his command as a colonel ~ 
at 1''ort Laurens on the Tuscarawas River,. leaving his own 
peor,le . November 10, 1778 White Eyes was treacherously 
JcLl led 11y 1;1.n 11.me :t'ican renegrade soldier. This was con-
cun:t od by L1u.y:i.ng he d:i.ed o f smallpox, as the y feared the 
wrr t'l.h o i' l•ht: J)1.) l.a wa :i:· u. 



One writer has said that White Eyes' "achievements 
gave glory to the Delaware Nation, and whenever the fires 
of their lodges burned, his fame was rehearsed." There 
was certainly no doubt of his loyalty to the Colonists, 
and that he wanted to bri:r,i.g the Delaware Nation under the 
influence of civilization and Christianity. No doubt 
to redress or make reparation for Chief White Eyes' death 
the United States Government determined to educate at the 
Government's expense three Delaware Indian youth at Prince-
t6n University. Captain White Eyes' son, Geor5e Morgan 
White Eyes, born 1771 , John Kill buck, born 1766, son of 
Gelelemend Killbuck, and Thomas Killbuck, two years older , 
the half-brother of Gelelemend, were selected, and taken 
to Princeton in 1799, The following excerpts taken from an article by 
Varnum Lansing Collins entitled "Indian Wards ·at Princeton" 
published in the Princeton University Bullet.in, May 1902 , 
which the author states is a summary of unpublished docu-
ments in the Continental Congress Archives in the State 
Department, Washington, D.C., tell the story of the three 
Indian boys from the Ohio country at Princeton University 
long before even one-room schools had been opened in the 
the land of their Ohio homes. 

"The boys were left at Prospect in care of Colonel 
Morgan who secured quarters for 1ihem with Thomas Moody, a. 
Princeton merchant . l'llr. Ivloody' s home and place of bus-
iness were on Nassau Street •• Delaware wardrobes not 
being adequate to Princeton requirements, the services of 
!vlr . Joshua Harned, a tailor, were at once enlisted, and 
out of ten and a half yards of 'sheeting' two pairs of 
trousers for John and Thomas each, and one pair for George, 
were made and put into immediate use . This satorial trans-
action being at Government expense. •Mr . Merchant' , 
possibly George Merchant, class of 1779, the tutor engaged 
for· the boys, took the opportunity to replenish his own 
wardrobe with a •vest and Breeches' made of expensive 
.•Jane' also ·at government expense . 

"That the boys as soon as possible were put into the 
•numerous and flourishing' Granunar-School conducted by 
Dr. Witherspoon in the basement of Nassau Hall, seems cer-
tain. For the year 1780 the only documents found are 
receipted bills for attendance and medicine supplied by 
Dr. Thomas Wiggins, the local physician, as recorded in 
Colonel Morgan's receipt book." When the tuition bills, board and maintenance bills 
amounting to 137 ~ New Jersey currency, were presented to 
the Board of War - Indian wards being · classified under 
this department - there was difficulty. · These bills were 
referred tp Congress who passed them on to the Board of 
the Treasury, and they suggested that Dr. Witherspoon give 
Col. Morgan funds from "a large sum of Specie due to the 
United States" which had been deposited with him by North 
Carolina Provincials, Prisoners of War, exchant~ c~ d i n 17'(H. 
In November 1781 Col. Morgan re oe i.ved $i512 . 30 wh:i.ch lJ1:1y-
ment was noted 11 lfapenoe o±' 3 llol:.a:wu1•c! l nd :Larl y()\JUHl . '' 

(.i .11 

And C~l. Morgan received further funds in 1782. 
It had.not take~ long to discover that any attempts 

at an academic education was wasted on Thomas Killbuck 
the oldest of the trio, and he had been put to work on'1ihe 
~arl!l of a 'Mr. Lukins of Bucks Co. 1 where, as he ex reseed 
it i~ a letter to Congress, he had 'learnt a littelpof 
farming and Blacksmi thery. '" Thomas was homesick and 
wanted to return to his Ohio home 

"J h • o n Killbuck, on the other hand, was very studious 
and ~y the swnm~r of 1783 had advanced to geography, math-
ematics and Latin. He was anxious to get enough education 
to become a merchant in his own country and it was thought 
that a year's further study would prepa~e him for a start 
Woth George

1
White Eyes he was now living at Prospect, Col: 

onel Morgan s own home, and the two were reading Caesar 
together. • • ~ ~eorge White Eyes meanwhile had ro-
~res~ed so w~ll in his studies that by May 1784 he w~s 
r~ading Ve~gil and had begun Greek. He was the leader of 
his class in the Grammar School and was expected to be 
ready to enter College in the Fall. He won a rize at the 
Grammar School Commencement of that year P .. 

After repeated requests from both of th~ Killbuck 
youth that they be returned to Ohio, in 1785 the Committee 
~ecommended th~t as they were no longer in school, were · 
idle ~nd homesick_~ they be returned to their tribe, but 
that Col. ~organ oversee the continuation for another ear 
the education of George White Eyes. 11 ln October 1785 y 
a pass was granted ~o the two Killbucks to return home • , 
an~ two of . the happiest Indians on the continent left 
Ph~ladelphia for the long ride home to the 'waters 01~ the 
Ohio.' 
th . "~eorge White Eyes presumably had entered -college by 

is . time •• • Colonel Morgan's receipt book are entries 
running to May 1788 showing that the young Delaware .,shared 
one of the upper rooms of Nassau Hall with Thomas Hutchins 
another of

1
the Colonel's proteges. The entries further 

show that Caesar Trent cut and ·carried cordwood to their 
roo~, that John Clark whitewashed the apartment and that 
David Lyell acted as their private servant ' 

11 
"~'?mmy Hutchins, as the Colonel's rec~ipt book always 

ca s im, was graduated in 1789, but his roommate's 
college career was cut short by an enforced trip of Col-
fnel Morgan. In September 1788 the latter wrote to the 
Joard of the Treasury that he was compelled to leave New 

ersey for two . or t~ree months, • • and he would conse uent-
l y have to resign his charge over young White Eyes ~e 
·therefore sent him to New York to a l11r R cox wh 

0

1 · d 
t~ t No •. 4 ~~ill~am Street, to await the ~le~sure of

0

c 0~~~ess 
.~hen sitting in New York. He had given White Eyes a letter \,? the Treasu~y Department wherein he says that owing to 
lus own u~vo1<;iebly frequent absence from Princeton durin '\JI.) 
Urn preceding few months, young White Eyes• conduct had n~t ~ 
br:on ~~emp~~ry; . he had neglected his studies, had associa-
~ ~ J wi th l ads s ince expell ed from college , had sold his 



clothes, books, maps and ±nstruments, with a view to 
going back to the west. Having repented of this action, 
however, he was now again recommended to Congressional 
kindness, and a$ he was desirous to complete his educa-
tion, Colonel Morgan suggested that h~ be sent to Yale 
or elsewhere in preference to Princeton; ' that there may 
be no temptation to error from former bad connections.'. 

"Young White Eyes side of the case is to be .found in 
a letter written by him to Pre1:3ident Washington in June 
1789. He seems to have been left to shift pretty much for 
himself in New York and at last he addressed Washington 
for relief taking the opportunity to state his entire case. 
The letter rings true and it is very clear that his situa-
tion was not altogether due to his own boyish faults. He 
was in his 18th year, and he had never known until now that 
he was a government ward; he was taught to look upon him-
self as an outcase dependent entirely upon Colonel Morgan's 
charity. 'Tis true.' he says, ' I was kept at Colle~e & 
there were my happiest moments spent, but when at his 
(i.e. Col. Morgan's) House, the severest reflections & 
often cruel Usage have I experienced.'" . 

After continued rebuffs from Congress, it was proba-
bly''August 1889 after he had learned that the bill.fblt' 17b 
of clothes purchased by him, had been obJected to in every 
item by the Board of Treasury, that he said 'it makes me 
of opinion that I am not of as much Consequence as a Dog. ' 
He trusts that the memory of his father's services to the 
United States and the considerations that led to his own 
education may once more be sufficient to admit the honor-
ing of the bill so that he ma~ go ~way with.a clear con-
science, leaving no debts behind him." . This same year 
he came home to Ohio. 

Some historical accounts state that when George 
Morgan White Eyes returned to the Ohio country, he came 
into some of his father's property , and "soon squandered 
his means in debauchery." 

George Morgan White Eyes was shot by Willi~m Garpen-
ter Jr. near West Point in Columbiana County, Ohio. May . 
27, 1798. One account states that White Eyes was intoxi-
cated and .ran at the Carpenter boy with an uplifte~ toma-
hawk. Carpenter, believing that White Eyes was going to 
kill him and as he was gaining on him, turned and shot 
and kill~d White Eyes. Carpenter was arrested i;ind, an · 
indictment issued from the Jefferson County, Ohio Court. 
There is confusion as to whether the case was ever tried. 
It is said the settlers, fearful of Indian reprisals, 
and to pacify them, gave presents to friends of White 
Eyes and his wife was given a purse of $300. 1 In the 1830s on White Eyes Plains, the home of Chief 
White Eyes and his son, George l".lorgan White Eyes, were 
begun ·' :the Loos, Waggoner and Union Schools that educated 
the youth of that area of Oxford Township. t 

I 

Gelelemend Killbuck in 1898 returned to the Moravian 
Mission at Goshen where he lived until his death in 1811 . 
The younger Killbucks, son and grandson of Gelelemend, 
:trekked from Canada, where the Delawares had fled 1 to 
Kansas . On an Indian Reservation in Kansas in a tepee, 
May 15, 1861, John Henry Killbuck, grandson of Princeton 
student · John Henry Killbuck, and great-grandson of 
Gelelemend, was born. At the age of twelve he was 
brought east to Nazareth Hall Mili ta.ry Academy at Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania, and was graduated from the Moravian 
College and Theological Seminary in 1885. He answered a 
call made to the Moravians by the Eskimos in the Kuskokwim 
Valley, Alaska where he served over fourteen years. He 
died in 1922 . It was said of John Henry Killbuck that 
no one understood the Eskimo mind as well as he. His 
knowledge of the language and his gift of teaching were 
mentioned as great attributes of his success, 

. .',• 
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UIUOl'f qr PLAINS SCHOOL 
Originally Dist. #1; later Dist, #3 

Oxford Township 
·. The Cadiz Road, established by Gongress in 1814 from 

Cadiz to Fredericktown via-White Eyes Plains, passed the 
site of Union School.· . . · 
· Jorui ~elish, a Glasgow textile manufacturer, who was 
travelling in' the United States 1806-1811, ·relate·s in an 
October 14,1811 notation, that after leaving Coshocton,about 
ten miles along the road to New .Philadelphia, he ~reakfasted 
at a tavern. This was probably Johri. JilrL<.ins tavern. About 
a mile ·beyond the tavern, he. passed a schoolhouse. This may 
well have been the Plains School. A few hours later he 
crossed the Tuscarawas River into Hewcoioerstown. 
1828-29 W. L. l'feal, teacher , paid $38 . 

October 16, 1830 Moses iiorgan convey.ed to the :r•irst 
School District of Oxford Township " 1·.or pro1notion of learn-
ing and the dissemination of' useful knowlede,e to all c-lasses 
of children, and other c~1ari table causes" one-quarter of an 
ac_re of . ''James Lisk land" in the first quarter of Township 5 
( 5-838) • Moses More.an had come to Oxford Township from New 
Jersey, and in 1820 operated a t~vern half a mile east of 
Wolfe's Corners. He later opened the first dry goods. store .. 
in Evansburgh, and died shortly afterwards. 

The Union Methodist Protestant· Church, organized in . 
1830, held its meetings in the nearby Union Schoolhouse 
until circa 1858 when they erected a church on Cadiz Road~ 

Coshocton County T_reasurer• s records show an apportion-
ment of School Tax Collected by the Gollector of Tax for 
the year 1826 to School District #1 Ox~ord Township of 
$15.23. 
Early teachers with pay -: 1862 Adam Fletcher son of 
1856 Jane Wilkins $45 Catherine · F. $39 

R.H. I.'IcCartney $126 Elizabeth Current 
1857 R.H. McCartney $ 126 ( IfoColloin) 
1858 Margaret A. Carr (Fletcher) 1863 Jacob E.Po-rtmess $.68 

$153 Belinda IilcI>iichael $45 
1859 M:argaret A.Carr(Fletcher) .!:'hebe Wetters $18 

R.H. IilcCartney 1864 Belinda 11clllichael $110 
1860 Ilelen I•iiskimin, $30 1865 Belinda Mcrilichael i J12 

dau. of James 1840- Mary J.Hewton (t.icKahan) 
Mil ton Squibb $111 1866 Adam l!'letcher $84 

1861 Adara :netcher 1836- $166 S.A. Hed~e $18 . 
1867 Belinda filcJ.tichael. $156 

Hannah Davis $44 
In September 1868 Democratic rallies were held in 

the Union Schoolhouse for the election of Seymour in the 
Grant-Seymour presidential race. 

As shown by the Enumeration records, Union School 
probably became District #3 circa ~849 . 
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1906 & 1907 Mrs. Nettie Ethell Sergeant - had over 50 pupils 
1908, 1909 and 1910 F'annie Troendl_y (Portz) 
1911 & 1912 Loren E. Hart (Dr.) 1891-1968 

- After serving in World liar 1, he attended 
Ohio State University Dental School. In 
marking his 50th year of practice, the memb-
ers of the New Philadelphia Dental Society 
each contributing a little gold, had a medal 
struck to corn.~emorate the year and honor him 

1913 & 1914 W. H. Phillips 
1915 & 1916 John Glenn 1876-1941 

_Entertainment t>lay 1, 1915. Pupils taking part 
were: Geneva, Esther & ·George llackenbracht, Veda 
& John C. Glenn, Leora and Blanche Loos, Della 
& Orpha Smith, Alberta Daugherty, Barl Flickin-
ger, Otto Simmons, Henry Vensil and Lester 
stewart. 

1916 Bernice Carpenter 
1917 Waive Ripple - has had a long and distinguished teach-

ing career. 
Entertainment and social Mar. 15, 1918, proceeds for 
Red Cross. "What I have done for my Country" Hoy 
:Pletcher, duet - "Conserving food" Martha & John Loos 
Recitations by Lester Stewart and Della Smith. Add-
ess by L. C. Shaw, Debate - Affirmative Frank \iaggon-
er and o.G.Sergeant; Negative: John Glenn & lra Mizer 

1918 Olive Lapp (Forbes) 
l919 Roger Rehard - had about 59 pupils 
1920 Kathryn Cook 1897-1962 
1921 W. P. Hannahs 
1922 Mrs. Nettie E. Sergeant 1879-1971 
1923 Merl Welker - teaching in Newark, O. schools. 

April 18, 1924: Eight Oxford 'l.'wp. Schools met at 
Methodist Church, lsleta - had contests, program 
and basketball game. Speech by H. B. f':iLgman . 

1924 J.H. Davis 1875-1954 
1925, 1926, 1927 & 1928 Elizabeth Swners Wilson, 1899-1954 
1929 .~en Eva Hackenbracht (Hothem) - lives in Isleta 
1930 Virgil Sumers 
1931, 1932, 1933 & 1934 'ilayne 
1935 Wilda B. Hunt (Dudley) 
1936, 1937 Ransom Overholt 
1938 Eileen Hooker (Whitaker) 

Heffelfin~er - livint in ariz. 
April 1934: Mar5aret Troend-
ly, Union School yupil , won 
annual County Spelling Hee . 

The site of Union School was sold at auction to 
J.I.1. Atkinson and Raymond Little for ~800. And a ·deed 
conveying 1/4 acre in the first quarter of Township 5 -
James Lisk land was dated Oct. 1, 1940. (183-17) 

Some Plains School Scholars 
Atkinson, Hazel 
Ausmus, Lois, Betty,James 
Babtl5ck, Donald ,Harry, ·Daisy', 

Carrie, William,E+liott 

Beeks, Lucille , Grace 
Bell, Milton 
Brown, Clara,Emory 
Cole, Vernie 
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f:Iarlatt-• s Hun School 
District ,¥ 1_, Uxford 'l'ownsh.ip 

Marlatt' s Hun School was, of course, on hiarla tt ' s 
Run, near the Guernsey County line, about the center of 
Section 22. 

J.E. Hichmond, }'resident c'> t'. •'. Frank Norri s, Clerk of 
the Board, advertised for bids due June 14 , 1902 for the 
building of a new schoolhouse. lrlr. Geort;e Leona rd was 
awarded the contract and to have the schoolhouse ready by 
September 15th for which he was to be paid $787 . "J.lr. 
Leonard is a painstaking and thorough workman and the 
school building will be a credit to the community." 
The new schoolhouse had bell and belfry. 
Teachers by school years: 
1902 & 1903 Charles McCune - A dictionary and new ency-

clopaedia were purchased for the School. 
After teachine, these two years , McCune 
returned to Ohio State University to fin1sL 
his college work. 

1904 

Entertainment and pie social at r!Iarlatt•s Hun 
School, Dec. 24, 1902 . 

1905 Bruce Trottman (Dr.) 1886-1941 
1906 Charles McGiffin 1885-1936 
1907 Janey Reamer 
1908 Hazel Aronhalt (Jennings) 
1909 Capito~a Duling (nothenstein)- died 1965 
1910 Edna McCune (Fowler) 1889-1947 
1911 & 1912 Hoy Welker - now retired and living .in Plain-

field. Then he lived at Linton Mills and 
rode horseback to teach at r.Jarlatt's Hun. 
Except for two winter months when he boarded 
with Mrs, Charles Hothenstein he came from 
home each day . He had about a dozen pupils . 

1913 Laura Jones (Baker) 1894-1968 
Mrs. Baker long remembered being marooned 
at the School by the 1913 flood. 

1914 Belle l\.IcCune (Fowler) living at Newport News, Va. 
1915 Ralph Lone; - Cleo Hammersley finished out term for 

him. 
1916 thru 1920 - Marlatt's Run School closed and pupils 

sent to Low Gap School . 
1921 Roger Rehard - came here on returning from Army -

now retired from long teaching career. 
1922 William Api tz 1902-1967 Went to school in Oxford 

'l'ownship; J;l.ad long and very successful 
career ' of teaching in Ohio until his retire-

1923 Kathryn C~~~t1897-1962 - taught many years in thi s 
County. 

1924 Lenore Watson 
1925, 1926 & 1927 Mf::L:t'lL:i. t;t 1 1J Hl.:rn Gohool O.t,u .Ln cl oi:wd 

and pupiln . r~0 n l1 t; o :r:, 1w Gap to fio lrnc):L . 

Art, Alvin,Sherman 
Dusenberry,Lawrence 
Early, 1. 

Scholars a t Marlatt•s Hun School 
Meyers, Bu<>ene,lialph,.Pearl 

Elliott, Lorin,Lester, F!ed 
Herber:t ,Kate ,George ,Mary, 

Anna~ Lillie 
Lacey, Howard, Eva 
Marlatt, Edna,Joseph, Wilma, 

George,Howard,Melva,Pearl, . 
Gladys, James,Mildred,Naomi 

Marlatt•s Run School 

Maribn 
Peters, Harry, Charles 
Parks, Leonard 
Rothenstein,Henry,Grace,Helen 

!llage;ie,Clarence,George, 
Charles ,W illiam,Emily 

Shaffer,Clarence 
Sw~itzer, Hattie, Willie, 

Gladys,Beatrice,Elsie, 
Adrain 

Tice, liobert . 
Turner, Jesse,Losia,Cynth1a, 

Susie, Ross,James Jr. 

Low Gap School 
Originally District #2 

Later District #1 
Ox:f:ord 'l'ownship 

Located in the southeastern part of Ox f' ?rd Township on 
County Hoad 106C, the site for Low _Gap School, ~as co~ve,yed 

Ge or e Van Sickle to Manoah A tk1nson. and ~avid Lont::.1 
bl~ t g or' District /12 Oxford 'l' ownshiu, 28 November 1842. c irec ors ' . . 1 . d~ · t as in « ec Described as part of the Van Sickle . an _1 i . w .:> .. -
t · 20 Township 5 Range 4 (17-264) .. Probably a loo 
s~~~olh~use was built on the site several year::i . be f ore .! . 

this conveyance. In 1839 the enwuera ti on f or District h 2 
was 49 . 

627 



Some Low Gap Scholars 
Add T . .. III~r'y aylor,Jose,P,hrn'Halph, Miller,I.'Iary,Alice,Porteus Ira 

" • ' Emm E th ' ' Art' . Mary, Carrie/Theodore ,Ann a, s er,Paul,Charles 
Barger, Russell \'lal ter,Clarence ,'.L'helma Margaret ' 
Berkshire, Leora,Verna Lloyd N ' d Frankl. . ' ie erhausern, Annie' Hose l!' • ' 
Bricker, ~Yennie, Torrence ~:;~:r, Elsie,Le.tha 
Brown, M1nty,Arbella,m1·nn1· e B. ' Leonard,Noah,Chr1stian 

A Irene, Bertha manda, Burton,Thomas Jennie. 
IIIaggie ' Peters,Dessie ,Walter Nellie 

Campbell, Hazel, Eugene _ Clarence ' ' 
Carpenter,L1nnie,Charles, Ph1l1ps, Dean 

Blanche Postel, Roy, Earl 
Crago, Jesse Prat:er, . Cathleen,Nancy,Lurlie 
Corbett, Ada Redick,Laura,li'reeman 
Court~ight, Bernard,Donald,Dean Rhodenstein,John 

Doris, M:abel ltoss,George,Edwin John 
Current, Denman, Frank Rothenstine, George 
Elliott, Fred,Lester,Lorn Rufer, Anna Mary 
Hackenbraugh, Henry ,Harland, Shaffer ,Hattie ,Howard ,myrtle 

Mary, Lester James,Lucinda 
Harbolt, Charles Shaver,James 
Herb~rt 1 Callie Smi th,Gladys,Ii'orrest ,Lucile 
Henrich, Cecil, Bertha Ethel Starts,Elijah,1'/ilbert Howard 

May, ' Stonebrook,Janet ' 
Howell, Thelma, Ruth Surnmers,1'' lorence 
l<'owl~r, Hildred ;;emple,George,Julia,Mildred 
Harding, Dorothy :i:hompson,James ,George · 
Henrich, Ethel Tice,Robert,Velma Thelma 
Jon~s, Frank! Warren,Lizzie, Vansickle,C.E. ,w~E. ,S.E. ,A.H., 

.Lily, Bernice Alph~,Carrie,Virgil,lrvin, 
Kimbal , Grove, Nellie . ~ess~e , Bertie,Zeal 
Kunkle, Valentine i/hi te side, Samuel 
Lehman! Rober~,Clarence,Floyd Young, Helen 

Hattie,Cassie,William 
Loader, Edna,Jessie,Harry, 

Joseph, BerthaiWilliam 
Lyon, Doris, Eve yn 
Marlatt, Isaac ,J oeE. Frank 

William, James 1 Alice Emily 
Grace, Maggie,Callie irene 
Oharlotte,Doris,Irma

1
John ' 

Mariorie,Ohester ' ' 
h 1 n~ther Whiskey Spring tale told is CL bout a Low Ga.p 

.~ o ~o eacher ...,. some think his name was Hevelow _ who Wfl'l 'b 
~to C. oshtohc~on to collect his pay. ~' earful of bein1:_, r oi'h"''; 
d e sen :i.s money ho· me wi· th · 1·' · d !"1 · "" "'• ' l . T . . . . . a rien • He never :r·(~ 'bu:r1icd 
i ~meh . wo years later, a farmer plowing , uncover·1.:1tt ·tho l>od . 

1~ ·f; r!n! ,,.!:i:o~~r .who ht~t;, been murdera ~l. s~ve :ra1 Y<Ht~:'liJ :l.ful.'tO J:;.Y 
t , . ~ g , , ,. th~ neJ:g~lH).r~:ood on h1s <1. CHJJ.th- l:><'l d o cmfo ODHll 
. o the .rnu :i: 'lu: antl bury,1x1t~ llhe bc)il y hoi1irg- to oon , . .. ~ ·l'l , 
ol~j,m e J: o:t'ClV~i x·. 1 · (.., ctJ~L1. ..1 i:: 

Loos School 
District #3, Oxford Township 

Abou·t 1820 Stryker Uorgan came to 0 us l1L•:; ton· Gou 
from his home in New Jersey , and kept tavern on the 
Road. · . 

On J.Tarch 21, 1830, .Stryker Iforgan leased for 9'::! 
to Leonard Richard , iiilliam vfoe;t,oner and Adam Loos, 
tors of School District 1;13, Oxford 'fownship, one-:t'du 
in Township 5 , iianee 4 "Part of 150 acre tract late 
perty of John _T+ow_, decei:tseu." This quarter acre o 
"being in angle ma.de by the road from Coshocton to ~' 
Eyes Plains, crossing east boundary line of said tra 
Directors to erect on said one-fourth acre a schoolh 
for school district, and to permit said house to be 
u1mn all· Sabbath days by persons of' all religious de. 
ations whatsoever as a House of Worship .• shell nev 
used for any other purpose." ( 5-442) Thus a sch 
house site and probably the first non-sectarian chur 
Oxford Township were provided for 99 years. 

And the Loos Schoolhouse was used as a House of 
ship! The Plains Church, organized 1836 in this Sch 
house, met there for services until their church wau 
east of iiest Lafayette in 1842. ~'he Minutes of' thei 
business meeting as taken from the original Minute B 
(in the beautiful handwriting of the early teacher ' 
Leighninger~ and now owned by his great-grandson, · Vva 
Le ighninger; records 

"!llarch 2d 1840: '.!.'he members of the Methodist .t>rot 
Church met this date at Losses School, and there 
organize and enter into bUSI'iiess. Brother John : 
Trout was called to the chair, and George Leighn 
secre . Then proceeded to pian the form and size 
meeting house which is to be built on lot donate 
Andrew :E'erguson, fronting on the Cadiz Hoad, sai 
house to be fifty feet in length and forty feet 
width. :F'ive trustees to manage concern - Andrew 
guson, Simon Moses, George Leit)lninger, John Swi 
and IJenard Hi chard." 
At a subsequent meeting it was decided to built 

church the cheapest way which they determined was br 
Contracts were let for 100,000 brick at 7?¢ per thou 
and 20 cords of green wood and 40 cords of' dry wood, 
white oak 8 feet long, at 25¢ per cord for the green 
and 37t ¢ per cord for the dry! Plains Chapel was bu 
the Cadiz Uoad in Lafayette Tqwnship about li miles 
\/'es t Lafayettt:J . ; 
'l'he_ ~o. sh?cto. ~1 . Co\ffi~Y Treasure::'\ allocated from school 

o D1str1ot #3, Oxford Township~ 
83S F'eb. 17 l ' tl. A. Lint ~18.)1 

1836 J un. 29 _Pd. ~hilip toos 22.16 
1g37 ~d . D~rt1e1 Loos for J3 25.3~ ~nd #G Lafay 
Hl38 .Pd, :[~,; ? . 4;?. :rt)llO!'f.;i,t'lt, 1 '7 nu,i,le & 17 f emule stµ,d 



Loos School was abandoned in the 1840s when Union 
School became District #3 of Oxford Township. 

Waggoner School 
District #4, Oxford Township 

Hi1158 in his history of Coshocton County, states that 
"an early school was built about 1812 at John Junkins• place 
in whi:ch James Lisk was one of the early teachers and 
George Leighninger afterwards taught there." J oh:i. Jurlkins 
an Iri~hma~ who ~migrated to Oxford Township as early as ·' 
1806, is ~isted in the 1820 ~e~sus of Coshocton County, and 
was the first postmaster at White Eyes Plains Post Office 
rec~iving his appointi:nent March 11 1815, He lived on the 1 

Cadiz Road, a mil~ west of Wolfe's Cornerf?. This log school 
house. on the Junkins farm on the Cadiz Road was one of the 
earliest in the District. ' 

James Lisk 1788~1848, one of the School's first teach-
ers, .was also a postmaster at White Eyes Plains in 1848, He 
ma~rie~ the daughter of John Junkins, Mary Junkins. George 
Leighninger 1793-1841, great-grandfather of Ivlr. Walter 
Leighninger, was married in 1817 to Polly Wolfe and in 1825 
bought the farm adjoining the school site where he resided 
until his death. ' 

Circa 1850 District #4, Waggoner School, was establish-
ed on State Route 751 (Orange Road) south of the Waggoner 
Cemetery and about 200 feet north of the present railroad 
tracks. Earlier this site was in an old river channel and 
one-half mile from what was called "Waggoner Pond: whi~h 
about 1900 was still a good place to fish! " Jerry Loos 
1848-1893, attended this school at this point in the 18~os. 
Teacher·s by years with pay -
1856 Charles M. Ogen $50 1863 Elisabeth Currant (McCol-

Thomas O'Neil $32 d. 1871 lum) 
1857 Thomas Q'Neil $56 1864 Adam Fletcher $26 1836-
1858 (Rev,) Joseph A.Thrapp$27 Miss Hutchinson $15 
1859 J.M. Finley $104 1865 Elizabeth Currii\nt (Mee.) 
1860 H.B. Buck $50 1866 Belinda IIIcivlichael $24 

Thomas White $15 Hattie Burt ( Roge.n:i) $16 
1861 & 1862 Thomas White 1867 L T' .. . 184$5.-: 1 :127 • rovinger · 94 
In 1857 $140 was paid from the building fund of Oxford Twp . 
school funds toward the cost of a new Waggoner schoolhouse . 

By 1872 a new Waggoner schoolhouse was built at a new 
site on the Cadiz Road: West Lafayette road - State Route 36 
B~ilt at ~ cost of $625 on land of John Loos, 1834-1910, 
about a mile east of the old Loos School site on the north 
~ide- of tJ:ie Cadiz Ro~d. And today ( 1972) it is s tiJ.1 stumd~ 
ing, . serving as a paint store. Mr. Gordon Wa&,e;om)r 
co1;1firmed 1872 as the dHte the new Wr:tggone r sohoolhc>u.uo wi;rn 
built as his father, l":ra.ncio M. Wa1u~omn· ·1 136 ~·-·1 ~ 4 'i, 
1973: Si ·~~~ oJ;' old W ~tgg1mu .r· Uchoo.J WIJ.n un what. ,1,11 1)i.1w 
County Ho~1.d. // 9, 

11H 1 

attende~ the Waggoner School in 1872 1 and it was an 
told story that he began school in the "new"schoolh< 
There was probably a lease or deed for this site th< 
never filed. When the tract was conveyed by John L< 
John Sumers in October 1877, the exception, "'l'he ab< 
piece of land is encumbered by having one-fourth ac: 
the southeast corner being leased to Oxford TownshiJ 
school purposes until such time as it may be abandoi 
the Township for the purpose leased • • " was a par· 
the deed. (52-100) 

Probably the first school on the Junkins land : 
Section 8 on the Cadiz Hoad served children until c: 
1830 when the Loos School was built near the westeri 
dary of Oxford Township. C ire a 1850 the first Wag, 
School was built, and a second schoolhouse on the C1 
Road 1872 which is still standing. Thus in the 14• 
years school in this area had four sites used for i · 
schoolhouse . 
Teachers by school years: 
1872 A.G. Ingraham 

from the Democrat, April 22, 1873: District 4, Ox: 
Township, closed their session last week after wh. 
grand dinner was served at the schoolhouse. The • 
was the arrangement of the scholars, and was a 001 
surprise to their teacher, Mr. A.H. Ingraham. The • 
dance during the session was about 50 male & ferna: 
scholars. ·• ; • " 

1878 from the Age Feb. 22 1 1879 Orange: The car1 
ing by some of the youths of the Waggoner : 
was a fact, but the teacher proved himself 
innocen't of it." 

1880 James Keist - b. 1860 son of Wm. C. of Linton 
from a letter to Mrs. Gordon Emslie from Lizzie P 
Lamison dated Aug. 4 1 1967, Carnegie, Pa. - "1 we 
Waggoner School the first year. Ma and Pa (Seth 
Henrietta West Poland) moved out to Orins, and I 
with Grandma (William and Elizabeth Loos Poland) 
McCune•s School was too far away for me to walk. 
went to McCune's two years, when we moved to Delr 
lived there two years, then moved back to run Gra 
(William A. Poland) coal mine, and 1 went two .mor 
to Waggoner School . I remember all the p~pil§ 
in your letter but George Waggoner." 

1883 Adam H. Huston 1864-1923, both terms s term began April 23, 1883 for which he was p 
a day. He had a six months teaching certifica 
Mar. 10 1 1883. His Register lists as pupils w 

lUiza Ammons age 12 rllattie 1Wise age 10 Asa Stow 
Eliza Bache age 14 Orelia Wolfe age 10 Hiram St 
Mc·ir'the. l3 a..ch e age 11 Ella Wise age 5 George W 

·--~~;1,.J.a l:Howe f~ge 11 Lulu Loo~ age 7 Noah Pol 
~111. :t-ah :::J m:l'th ngo 8 John Loose age 10 Noah Heh 
lilo:r. rnl r.t ::>mi 'l;h i,.ic;e 10 Willie Wise ~Ee 8 I1erry He 

l)e rry '.)J a 
lJ'fll' 'llh :lt1 '\iox·m, lfo:cJ,h nuhn:rcl ,t'OC l VC! li ;C;L:r:wt; :p:ri 1~. (~ I an 
j t1i WoJ."u nf: o<m(I px' ,J, l~l'I j ,r1 t:ht A (Jl t1frn , ~mt:l Mil'l: ·t:io Vi 

()f f 



received the prize in tne B Class. 
Adam . Huston also taught the succeeding win~er term, Nov.5 
-1883 - filar. 14, 1884, 93 days for which ae was paid ~ 1.6? a 
day. He had by then received a 12-months teaching certifi• 
cate. ile noted in his Register that Measles came to the 
Waggoner School during the 2d term. 

Two of the Waggoner School pupils in 1883, Clara 
Treasure, age 11 and Noah Poland, age 9 1 were married in 
1893. Their children, Ernest and Myrtle Poland attended 
the Waggoner School as did their grandchildren, the third 
generation, i7ilber, Thelma, Dortha and Chester Poland, 
as well as Jack Carpenter, son of Myrtle Poland Carpenter; 
and Reva Jane Sheets, daughter of Dortha l)oland Sheets 
who is the fourth generation to attend viat,goner School. 
1884 s Adam II. Huston - term of 4 7 days began June 1'7,1884 

and he was paid $1.31 per day. Board members 
at this time were Iilessrs . John Loos, Vi illiam 
Poland and George D. Loos. , 

Visitors on the last day: Misses Mary E. Loos, l'iiartha 
Loos, Emma, Hattie and Zellie Loos, Lucy Maxwell, Hose 
Latham. Messrs. John Loos.'"i'homas Treasure, Perry Loos 
and Joseph Treasure furnished music with their vio-
lins which was most excellent." 

1886 & 1887 George w. mowl 
from the Democratic Standard Jan. 21 1 1887: Heport 
of sub-dist, #4, Oxford Twp. for month ending Jan.14 1 
1887 - Average grade: Robert Rehard 96, ?erry Hehard 
95, Noah Poland 94, George Waggoner 98, Noah Hehard 
93 1 Culbertson Waggoner 93, Alfred Hehard 92, Alfred 
Stowe 9J., Perry Bache 91, Eliza Ammons 91 1 Lydia 
Bache 98; Clara Treasure 87 1 Charles Patton 85, 
Annias Ammons 82, William Treasure 81, Sadie Smith 81 
Perry Loos 74, 'dells Smith 70 Visitors: Mary Wagg-
oner, rn:artha Loos, Della Daugherty, Florinda Smith, 
Calvin Cain, D,l'tl. Criswell, Frank Norman & A.H.Huston 
We should feel encouraged if the parents of the Dis-
trict would make their appearance in our school room 
whenever convenient. By so doing you encourage both 
pupils and teacher and also show that you take an 
active interest in the advancement of your children. 

' Geo. M. l/Iowl, Teacher." 
]four generations of the Viaggoner family attended the 

Waggoner School: Samuel Lee Waggoner 1831-1920; his child-
ren, Francis M. Waggoner, George and Culbertson Waggoner, 
Gordon Waggoner 1901-1969 and his sister, Mrs. Edna Wagg-
oner Pollock, and Alice, Eleanor,I1Iiles, Joan, Daniel t:Lnd · 
Marie Waggoner, children of Mr . Gordon Viaggoner . 

!Ars, Edna Viaggoner Pollock recalls that when her father 
Francis M, Waggoner, was a member of' the School Board at 
Waggoner School, he had a handmade snow plow and he would 
clear a path to the School. ~he als o fondly r eca l ls tha t 
when the · snow was tl.eepest a :Uer olearint:. 'Ii.he walk , w:i:hh 
the snow plow woul d !n(LJW H hu w 0J.r o J.l· and c:t ci::11 ~ ~Vii .L'o:i;· 
~1 fo:x: ;:md g<Hioo :~· j n l;!, , lJ C;! f ():rc~ nl.n:r ~ cn 1, hom. 

1887 from the Semi-Vi eekly Age, April 10 1 1888 re1 
a Spelling at the Waggoner School well atter 
Francis Waggoner and Culbertson Hat:,goner, ur 
of rnrs. Edna Pollock, and Vlill and Maggie C 
took the honors. 

1889 s Louisa Sergeant w £dward Gaumer 1871-1 
1890 (Calhoun)1867-1 953 w IdcCoy (called "Koy")l 

After the turn of' ti 
tury, he moved to Can 
rno. , living there un1 
death at age 87 . 

from the Afi Jan. 23 , 1891: 
"The fo owing is a report for the Vrnggoner Sc 
for the month ended Jan. 13, 1891: ascertainec 
review of the different branches and exclusiv( 
deportment - Class A: George 'iiage,oner 91, Ca: 

1891 
1896 
1897 
1898 

Babcock 93, Hobert Hebard 93, Perry Bache 80. 
Class B: Ara M. Smith 90, May Loos 92, Wells ~ 
Hillie Treasure 82, Noah Poland 80. 
Class C: Harry Babcock 90, Carrie Babcock 80, 
Poland 80. Although the school is small, a 1 : 
interest is manifest, and we believe the schoc 
be progressing as it should, McCoy Umstodd, ~ 

w J .1. Bretzius 
s E. O. Phillips 
s Homer E. Daniels 1879-1961 

w H. E. Daniels 
March 31 1 1899: Daniels will close school 
short vacation. 

1901 & 1902 Estora Marx (Scott) 
1903 & 1904 Sade E. Cochran 1883-1966 

Later she was village clerk of' 'West : 
and for 18-~ years she was assistant : 
master there . She taught Sunday Sch 
many years, and also served as churc: 
ist. 

1905 & 1906 Ben Baker 1876-1936 
1907 .Florence Fisher (rllohler) - dau. J,H.I•'isher who 

long a teacher in Coshocton County. 
1908 Florence Bartlett (Fletcher) d. 1963 
1909 Janey Remer - of Plainfield 
1910 Leroy Hinds - he later established Coshocton B 

College; now living on his farm in Lafayet 
1911 Guy Garber 1887-1934 
1912 1 1913 1 1914 & 1915 HeleJ:t L. Mizer - now a neig 

Mr. Le"i·oy Hinds. D.au, Ira B. & Ada E. Wi s 
she attended Evans Creek School. In 190 
she attended Miller School in Lafayette 
and was graduated from West Lafayette :H . 
1~11 . She attended other schools and wa 
ated from Kent State UniveTsity and 1917 
taught in Kent city schools. She is ver 
i n fll izer Heuni ons and contributed much t 
l'.'(H.HJntly publ iohtHi Gcrnea.l.o t;;y •· 



Nickles, ~ay 
Norman, Raymond, Herbert 
Ogle, Margaret 
Parks, Rosella 
Patton, Charles 
Philabaum, r.iargaret 
Poland, John Henry, mariah 

Jane, Mary Katharine, Frank 
Seth, Ellen, Noah,Lizzie, 
Myrtle, Ernest, Wilber, 
Thelma, Dortha, Chester 

Quinn, Joseph 
Rehard, Noah,Willard, Hobert, 

Gene, Helen, lllary Louise, 
Perry, Alfred 

Reiss, Ellen, liussell,lrene, 
Helen, Freda 

Rhodes, Betty, Dick 
Hice, Avery, Faye 
Richmond, Thelma 
Robinson, Arthur B. 
Ross, Mildred, Carl,Charles, 
St, Clair,r.Iargaret 1 Mary 

Ellen 
Scheetz, Helen 
Schlarb, Helen, Dwain, Jim, 

Ermaline, Roy 
Shaffer, Glenn, Jim 
Sheetz, Heva Jane, 
Shepard, Myer.s, Carl 
Shryock, Carrie,Nola,Dova 
Shuy, Miriam 

Srni th, Sarah,1"lorida, Sadie 
Ara M. , Wells, Grace, 
lt'lorence 

Spinks, Frank, Beulah 
Stowe, Asa, Hiram, Ella, 

Alfred 
Sumers, Prank, Elizabeth, 

Clara, I'aary,Arthur,Anna, 
Vera, Virgil 

Swigert, James, Evelyn 
Treasure, Thomas, Joseph, 

Clara, James, William Jr . , 
Lela, Annie, Carl, Vera, · 
Russell, Bertha, Hester, 
Ruth, Evelyn, Helen, Jean 
Sandra 

TufforU., Max, Paul, Mabel, 
margaret, 

Tumblin, Phyllis 
Vensel, Ethel, Wilber 
Yfaggoner, Agnes, Wm.A. ,r1Iary 

oaml.IvlcClellan, Francis ill;, 
Culbertson,George,Sherman 
Hoy ,Bernice ,Geneva,F'airieP., 
N.?ra,Bla~e ,Edna, Gordon, Elsie 
Miles,Alice,Elinor,Joan 

Wigfield,Lloyd, Anna, Eliza~ 
beth 

Wise, Mattie, Ella, Willie, 
Fletcher, Catherine 

Wolfe, Oralia, Elmer 
Worthington, lt'rank 
Zeros, Gazella, Louis 

Evansburgh - Orange School 
District #5, Oxford Township 

Rev. Henry Calhoun, Presbyterian minister at Coshocton 
1848-57, and one of Coshocton's earliest historians, be-
lieved that the second school in Coshocton County was pro-
bably taught in Oxford .Township circa 1806. "Mr. Joseph 
Harris taught the school in the settlement of Evansburt)l. 
Here the wid?w Johnston, Wife of Adam J6hnst.on, d€joeased, 
remembers being sent to attend school." ('.!.'he Practical 
Preacher, vol. 1, #23, August 8, 1850.) ' 

Sarah Williams, daughter of Oharley Williams, rnr:u':l:'i ell 
Adam Johnston in November 1812. It is sal.d. she often :t"ode 
to Zanesville horse ba ck Yfi th a b~11,;. oi' . whetvl; t o l'l~l {~:r ~1 1..1nd . 
It seem:3 U!1li~ely that 1:1.~1 . a yo1. !lL !;!.,.· rl . 1~ho woul,il b t~ 1MJrl:I; u~i 
the Cl;.dzu; J:tom.d. e l,(lt:rt ox:• rn .rtH m:i .l 1 n t' dJ nit~ Jto :t'lHjlH:ifJ.t . ·t;t~ . 
ut 'tend a pior10o:t' uu tt oo l. 1 Il l· 1 1 • . w 11 .. l l L•'Vnb:l.itt wJwri ono 

I <i 'I 
. i: ·:. , 

remembers that that pioneer was ()harley 11illfa,ms . . ( 
naturally shrewd, a trapper, hunter and lndian sco1 
Charley Williains 17G4-1840 came to Coshocton with J 
and two children when he was 3~. His Diary tells · 
favorite s1)orts were "bar killin, lnj in i'ightin, di 
in, and whiskey tradin." He taug)1t himself as an 1 
i:.:oshocton to read and write with only slit..ht help : 
Squire Vlhi tten. One who has accomplished literacy 
these difficult conditions, rnii;,ht well send a daui;) 
in& through virt,in forest to the only existint, sch• 
that she might read and write also! Oharley ~iillii 
later became Coshocton's most famous tavern Keeper 
held almost every local public office endint. as a 1 
of the Ohio Lebislature. 

Evansburt,h where it is said the second school 
County was established, was platted by lsaac Evans 
An early settler, Evans raised and commanded a com: 
int:, the War of 1812 1 servinG under General Harriso; 

Orane,e, a half mile west of Evansburt;Jl, where 
carawas Hi ver was fordable, ·soon made the older vi : 
ghost town. Platted in 1839 Orant:£,e undoubtedly fr· 
very early date had a school - the 1839 enumeratio: 
October 1854 Samuel Wolfe conveyed lot 1 of the vi 
Orange for a school site (29-379). This lot was o 
northeast corner of the vlatted town, and the scho· 
there faced the Canal. 

The United Brethren Society llet,an in the Oran. 
house in 1853 1 and continued for twelve years and 
banded. 
Early teachers - with pay 
1856 Olive A.Maxwell 848 1861 Leuter P.~rnerson 

George c. rnaxon ~l155 'l'.McGlintick ~~50 
Sarah Hays (Kinsey) $15 1862 Anna Mc0urdy $60 

1857 Samuel Loveless $157;d . 1893 
Robert G. Heed $66 1863 W.H.Wort $53 

A new Orant,e schoolhouse was built, costinE, $814.5 
1858 Mariah R.McMath (Gross) $96 Emily Davis (Sta 

Olive Maxwell $48 1864 James ]'orsythe 1 
Alex Scott $49 J,D.Bell $120 

1859 Alex Scott $105 P.G. Saltsman 15 
1860 H.G. Reed $112 1865 Emily A.Davis (S 

Thomas O'Neil &62 d.1871 Hester Collins i 
Emily A.Davis (Starker)$20 1866 J.W.Norman i 

O. Maxwell $ 
1867 O. Maxwell 

Hl78 s B. Decamp (d, 1907) 1 w Thomas Leland 1854 
f rom tl.1e A~e Mar. 29, 187~: "Orange. The school 

·\;ion opoken o in our last issue, is now one of th r 
nJ' tihu pr1.frt . J,ast Thursday evening and, F'riday af "t7 
t.).w y 1:1:xhi,b i. li eO. free, and on l!'riday evenint, they ch 1Jl 
100 r~dm;J , t:H~ :Um ·110 r 1;i.iee funds to meet incidental ex 
11nd 't;f,tf 1:m)1plurn j, ~J 110 'b t? us ed in purchEtsin~1. someth 
'iih11 ,'br,in11fj,t qJ;' ·\;lrn mohool ".' n 'H<rl: :Lont~l'Y, 



1927 & 1928 Jen ~va EacH:enbracht (Ho them) 
Used one room for school' room and other room turned 
into play room - fine on rai ny days. 

1929 Ha tilda l1Iu.urer - She <:i.Skeci for lei:l.ve ol' 1:1.bsence ·on 
account of eye trouble, and the School Doard hired 
Grover Way, 1888-19?4. He was then quu.rentined 
for smallpox! 

1930 & 1931 Eloise Balo 
1932 & 1933 Nettie Ethell Ser~eunt 1879-1971 

She had about 35 pupils each year. '.Chere was an 
old organ at Orange School, and she ·used it! 

1934 Forrest Huntsman - deed. 
1935 & 1936 Hansom Overholt- now retired & living Coshocton 
1937 & 1938 Elizabeth Sumers Viilson, 1899-1954 County. 
1939 C. E. 11'ry 
1940 Forrest Huntsman - Orange School's l a st teacher. 
In the fall of 1941 Orange pupils were taken to West 
Lafayette to school. 

The Oxford Township School lloard conveyed to Heuben 
Young after beint!. sold to him at auct:i.on for ~.450, lots 
4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Village of Ora.nee, .April 1 ~ , 1945 -
( 188-1) 

Only the beautiful trees planted on past Arbor .Uays 
and the foundation of the old Oranc;e School Cl.re le.it today. 
The Ohio Canal, south of the School, has for many yei::i.rs 
been tlry. llu t the Tuscaravvas River flows on much as it d i d 
when the Orant,e School ·had pu1iils i:i.nd celebrc:tted Arbor 
:Day by plantin~ trees. 

William Richmond Apitz 1902-67, at the age of 18 montra 
after his father's death, came to Oxford Township with his 
mother to live on a farm. James D. Callagan writing of 
Apitz in an Akron newspaper a few years ago, wrote percep-
tibly of his . life from which the following is taken: 
"Bill grew up doing the normal farm chores and attending 
country schools. He went to West Lafayette High School and 
was a member of the debate team, Literary Society and salut-
atorian of his class . . To help pay his way he trapped 
muskrat and mink •• It was a good business during World War 
I, when pelts were bringing four dollars apiece and Bill 
would catch as many as 30 animals in a night. After high 
school graduation in 1920 he went on to Coshocton Normal 
School for a year, and then started teaching in one-room 
township schools where he conducted 27 classes a day for 
the. first thru the eighth grades •• • " Mr. Apitz went to 
Sawyerwood, Ohio in 1931 after receiving an A.B. from Mus-
kingum College,as Principal, and he was there vntil his re-
t'irement. His work with youth was outstanding - he was a 
well loved teacher. 

. ... ' 

SOHE OHANGE SCHOLAHS 
Bache, Henry, Hosia, Berdilla 
Babcock, Lizzie, ]'rank 
Bales, L\elma 
Bates, Bardella 
Cole, Joseph 
Croy, Emma E., ;·;lay I . 
Cutshall, Vern, . Jennie . 
Daniels Lillie,Oharles,Lewis , . 
Daugherty, Lavenia . 
Davi s, Sadie,John,Dale,Maude, 

Carrie, llva 
Dougherty, Mary 
Emerson, U.S. Grant ,Anna, C. E. 

Bertha . 
]'elver Edward,Jennie ,Sadie , 

John: George E., William, 
Gardner, June, Jean, Paul 
Geese, Ernest, Elma,Harry E., 
Glenn, Veda 
Howell, John . 
Huff, ll.osa,Mage,ie ,Nora,Robert 

Edward,Ernest ,F·rank,Holand 
E.B. Bruce ,Hazel 

Kiste, Mary,John,Elma 
Marsh, Richard 
Maxwell,r.tary 
Miller,Margaret ,Carl ,Lois, 

Martha ,Paul, Hu th, Eunice 
Moore, Howard 
Neff !Vlatchett,Isabell 
Neighbor,Charles,Lizzie 
Neldon Hazel, Fremont 
Nelson:Robert,Carrie,A~gie, 

Claren,ce ,Mildred, George YI . 

Norman, C.E., James 
No.rris, l<' rank, Huth 

Detty, Gloria, V- . 
Bernice, Earl, 

Novis, Ernest 
Orin, Carrie, Jenni 
.Phillips, Ho land 
J?oland, Charles 
Powell, Vera 
Hamsey, H.ouena,Euge 
Richmond, Harry, Je 

Jean,Edward 1/., M 
Thelma,Francis,He 
C.M., Fairy, Jenn 
Charles S. ,Erama,I' 
David C.,Blanche, 
Mary E. 

Rinehart, Vera 
Shurtz, Catherine 
Smith, Georbia, Lul 
Vandusen, Bertie ,Mi 
Walters, Vina,Charl 
Wolfe, George,Lanna 

Nettie,Orelia,Lau 
Jason,Elswer,Hebe 
Charles,Howard, A 
Clara, James D.Cb 

Young, l<'lorence, Ar 
Earl, Reuben, Car 

Leese, Ed 
Wolfe, Minnie 
Portz , Harvey 



Dec. 20, 1940, the Oxford Hural School District con-
_ veyed to Noah Poland after his b i d being high at an auction 
the East Half _of' lo~ 4, Third Quarter; Township 5, Hange 4 ' 
$255. ( 174-591) A dwelling was made from the old school : 

Mrs. r.'Iaidie Arnold Jensen tells of the debates that 
they enjoyed at Center Valley. One she remembers was Re-
so,lved that the dish rag is more practical and important 
than the broom! Debates, as well as entertairrunents were 
usually held on Friday afternoons. Pie socials .were at 
night, when visitors brought their lanterns with them and 
they helped to light up the schoolhouse. Money from pie 
socials at Center Valley School bought a globe, a new tea-
cher's desk and chair,· charts, lights with reflectors etc ' 
Water from the ~ ilson home filled the school's water ~ucke~ 

Some Center Valley School Scholars 
Angie, Grace Haynes.Carl,Anna,GrCLce,Billy 
Baker, Clarence, Jesse Alma ; 
Banford, E.A. Huffman, Velrna,Hart 
Barcus, Clara Leighninger,Daniel, Jairus, 
Bluck, Asa Harry 
Boyd, Hosa mae Maple I <Iesse' William 
J3radford, Ethel, Ilo Niarlatt, Clare, Nettie 
Cain, John, Harry Meeks, Prank 
Calhoun, 1il ilber,Margaret ,Les- Mizer, Charlie ,Anna Blanche 

ter,lda,Ed, Tom,Foster,Ilob- Lawrence ' ' 
ert, fllar j orie, William, Walter 1'/IcGiffin,Blanche ,Nellie 
J .A., hiaggie,Hichard Opphile, Patty 

Carpenter,Ralph ,Hayrnond,Edwin :Parks, li'rank,Pearl ,Anna ,lt.ay 
John Amanda,Jesse ,Fred 

Carr, Mar;y , l'.1yrtle ,Laura,Edna l' oland, Vi al ter,Minnie , 1Vill1am 
Carter, Edd1e- Jessie 
Culbertson,Ora,lou,Blaine, Hegula, Vivi an 

H. S., Lucy Henner, John 
Daugherty;Chari ty Jane ,Esta Rice,Zulu,Alice ,Earl,Murl,Fay 

M'. ,Seth,Prank~John, viillis Eclna, Effie,Avery 
Dav1d1 Ada,Nellie , J. Sharrock, H. 
Deeds, Haymond Sheetz,.rtachel Jane 
Elliott Edward Smith, Alex 
l+'isher, Benton,Nettie ,Charlie Thompson,Jim,Georee ,Dill ,Bert 

May Magdalene Myrtle,Ed,Otto,Dewey,Elmer 
Freetague, Anna Tumblin,J:>hyllis ,Elizabeth 
Gaskill, Hussell -...., Albert,IIIaryAnn,Basil ' 
Gatwood, Naomi Whiteside, Clayton Charles 
Hart, Vannie,Loren,Ethel,Nellie Viilson, Charlie;Bess,Jesse 

Hussell,Harry ,Lloyd, Charles Lucille ,Haidi e ,Arnold 111a ry 
Virginia ' 

Center Valley School 
Today used a s a dweJ.1.:i.ne; . 

·-. :·: ~· 
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Everal School 
Joint District: Adams & Oxford Townships, #7 

Everal School was a joint district of Oxford 
Townships, Coshocton County, and Oxford Township, 
was County, Ohio. It was located in the northeasi 
of Oxford Township, Coshocton County. 

· Job Meredith, Samuel J.i'orsythe, Trustees of OJI 
Township, Coshocton County; Thomas Pinkerton, Pau) 
and Thomas Warren, Trustees and P.S. Campbell, Cle 
Adams Township, Coshocton County, and Jacob and Nj 
Neighbour, Trustees, Oxford Township, Tuscarawas C 
met at Evansburgh,March 8, 1845 to erect a school 
as a joint district of the three townships they re 
The school district as agreed, was described: Cornn 
at the SW corner of land owned by Jesse Poland in 
Adams Township, and running from thence north to i 
corner of said Jesse Poland's land as af~resaid, i 
east to the line between the counties of Coshoctor 
Tuscarawas, thence south with said count y line to 
corner of the Myers tract of land in Oxford Townsr 
Coshocton County, from thence west to the NW corne 
Myers tract of land, thence south to the TuscarawE 
Thence with the meanders of said Hiver to the SW c 
Robert Nugens land in Oxford Township, Coshocton C 
From thence north with the west line of said Nuger 
to the NW corner of said Nugens land, from thence 
the place of beginning. 

John Klein conveyed to District #7 Oxford Tc 
May 29, 1845 "northwest corner of Tract, southeas1 
·north to Forks, southwest to beginning. Wanted fol 
site." ( 1<j-339) A log schoolhouse was built thif 
where the enumeration for 1845 was 28 youth . 

The John Everal family bought and moved to i 
farm in 1849. The Everal children, Elizabeth, Sal 
Mary A. , Joseph T. l/laria Ellen, Eliza K. and J' ohn 
attended the Everal School. 

Mr. John Everal, 1845-1925 writing "Pioneer 1 
ions" when he was past 80, recalled the Everal Sc! 
" It can be easily surmised that this hewed log sc1 
was built in time . for school the following winter 
didn't have eight or nine months of school those c 
recollection runs back to some of my early days w1 
to school in this log house. It was built the ye1 
born, so I may have been seven or eight years old 
s tarted to school. The seats were slab benches w: 
backs . I well remember Sam '~odney who was in schc 
same t ime . He had an elevat.ed seat, and for a wr: 
h tld t wo pins driven in the wall with board for a i A:=-
do r:1 k , his f ace to the wall. I have a faint recol: .,..) 
th ~d; ·this log school house did riot exist for many 
p1rn~1 ilJl ;y 10 o:r 12 - be ing suppl anted by a more cor 
f;r•t4rn0 F~ l;:r·u1d1;tt'1!l wHh t:i;ood sea;lie and wr .i tine, desks . 



,.., 

McCune School 
District /}8, Oxford Township 

McCune School began circa 1846 when the enu1neration 
was 24. It may have originally been in Linton 'l'ownship, 
and was moved north across Vlills Creek into Oxford T ownshi o 
on McCune land at the time that the North Bend School bee,a~. 

-from the ~e,e, Mar.21,1885. Letter from C.13.Porter Han-
field,Grant ounty,Indiana: "I attencled school at th~ McCune 
schoolhouse northeast of Jacobsport during the winter of 
1853-4 1 2~ :to 3 miles from where I lived. One ,James Stear-
man, I thiruc, taubht at that place. At the time 1 was mak-
ine, my home with IIu~h :Porter who lived in the J olm Miskimen 
farm. The schoolhouse was located on the farm. A few weeks 
ago . in the Age I saw the names of some of my schoolmates, 
Heagan Banks and John Turney. l have often thought of some 
of these boys, but had no idea they were still livin~ around 
there." Early teachers with pay -
1856 S.P.Lawrence $144 1861 J.N.Blamfried,$32, 1841-
1857 S.P.Lawrence $41 son of Elijah 

James Magness $17 1820-1905 11'.M. Buker $98 
1858 J,J, Hallisy $125 1862 James Magness $49 

Mary Davis $53 1863 John Speck :n2 
1859 H.F. Buck $98 lfary C. Vlhiteside (Bluck) 

Annie E. Mccurdy $51 1864 James T. Whiteside 1839-73 
1860 r', J/I, Buker $98 1865 James T,\lhiteside $16 
1866 Mary C.Whiteside (Bluck) i'.>0 W.S. Heskett $90 

& James Magness $76 1867 Drusilla Sayres (li letcher) 
. $132 

Charles Johnson conveyed lot 9, E~ 3d quarter,! acre, 
Township 5,Hanl:$e 4 on July 13,1877 to Prank Henderson,Jarnes 
Cole,William A.Poland,Robert Doherty,Sarnuel Vansickle,John 
Mackey and Geort:,e McCune, members of the Oxford Board of 
Education. Cost was $16.;,0. (52-19) -f'irst recorded deed 
for the McCune School site. A new schoolhouse was built 
soon after acquiring this new s1te that early became a 
center for the conununi ty. 
1877 S.P,Woodward & Miss C. Dulin& 

A&e Dec. 6, 1877: "New schoolhouse in District #8 ,Oxford 
Township that was much needed." 

Democrat,li'eb. 27: Carnpbellites holding meetine;s in school 
house in District //8, Oxford 'rownship. 

1879 Age Mar. Campbellites " a new and thriving religious 
sect" holding meeting in the McCune Schoolhouse, 

Other teachers for whom years not definitely known: 
McCoy Umstott, Clark Garr and Grant Clemens 

1883 Jenkin C. Whiteside 1856-1931 
1884 s Jenkin c. Whiteside 
1885 & 1886 w George E. Miller 

May 9,1885: newspaper reported several persons 
immersed on Sunday by Hev. E. S. Dolison near Mo0una 
Schoolhouse. 

1887 Charles Vansickle - 1666· 1945 
-he auto gra.ph~i d r4 M hool book .i:'o:r on· oJ:' .t.:i n Ui 't.1;'.J o 
pup:i.l.n - :L tcy . lfo\JIJrUrn~ Ui uh .U_ l'l l~) . 

11388 & 1889 Jenkin C. 'Yihi teside 
f rom the Democrat Dec. 25, 1888 "~'he spelline; at 
r:: chool house Tuesday was well attended, George hI 
'being the last down. IIeorge is now the Low Gap 

1B90 Age Jan. 23, 1891: ~ox . social at McCune Soho 
proceeds to buy a dictionary . 

s Nell Umstott w James Norman 
Georgia J\1cClaughry (Jones) 
s Dollie Clark w (Dr. )Jesse Hahn 
o Cora Swihart 

from the Age Dec. 14, 1894: "The Literary So 
at l\lcCune's is progressing nicely. The ques 
discussed at the last meeting was Hesolved t 
Canada should be annexed to the U.S. Affirm 
John Leigh and Will ] ' illmam; Negative George 
Viaggoner and John Glenn. Judges: C. G. Starke 
vi .J. Calhoun and John Umstott. Decided inf 
of the negative." 

William H.oahrig 1872-1951 - nicknamed "Dilly H 
because he had such a short temper • 

Li llie Baker (Davis) 1874-195~ 
Charles O. Ford 1869-1953 
inmer Thompson 
& 1900 Martin Hos-ifelt 1874-1940 
J.'rorn the~ F·eb. 2, 1900: reportecl that lfoGur 
debated with Union School on "Bnv.ironment has 
i nfluence on man's character and habits than i 
'tance." 
~e. M. Calhoun 

Jan 21 1902 a literary was held at the Mc 
Schoolhouse. The teacher, Mr. Calhoun, wa 
course, in charge. Howard Leit0-ninq,er al"1;~ 
of his friends, were there "making it diif 
for the teacher" . There was a disturbance 
back of the room and some snuff was throwr 
floor, causing a lot of peo1ile to sneeze . c: 
to the confusion. Mr. Leighninger and hie 
were in the back of the schoolroom because 
the seats had been taken. Iilr. Calhoun the 
some tobacco juice had been expectorated c 
floor, and announced that there would be i 
of that. Leighninger took offense. Afte1 
entertainment was over 9n the way home, Le 
ninger and some boys followed Calhoun an~ 
ninger shot Calhoun 1 in the back - the buL 
strjJd ne; him in the •small of the back neaJ 

· spinEl-'.L cord, "'.'hich paraly~ed the lowe:i; pai 
\;iod.~y. :Le i.f,hlnnge r was tried and conv:i.ctel 
t~n1t)l~ 1l ·to ·bhJ·~i <~ yo:;i,rm in the penitentiary . 
liliJ"t t r h :in :l;'C:J:l.(Ji.1.r11-i, I , ·' l t,:hn:i.n~e r died. 

W11 1 ltotrn w 1 ' b11d ·1 y ori.£lt•led but tt1anag1 
~ti OJt.11 ;H .L ~ I! Un1v11'1 11 ·1;y ;.i.J~rl wtud.y l:lw. L 
IJdll l \ \, !, p d l,r) Lili · JI I I' I 11.'tld OJJlil l •d ll lnw r;t: 
l) o 11\1 1H l.11t1 l11 JH I )() J, ,pi /1 11 / .W \, I 10 Wil J lt 

, , , , J 



,- . - ·-plumbing busrne:s:::. cu'"" - -
e rug-weaving shop here. ·t . th 

Everals was once a thriving communi y m e 
s northeastern part of the township. It was named 
r tor John and Ann Everal of Sh.afield, Et;'g\and, 

who settled here in 1830. Charhe Taylor s body 
shop is located here. . 

Everal United Methodist Church whtch began 
as a United Brethren Church was built in 1868 on 
land donated by John and Ann Everal. Regu\~r 
services are held here and A v. L e Fetters 1s 
the minister. 

The lsleta Church of C 
Oct. 16, 1894, and held 
School until the buildin 
Regular services are h 
the minister. 

lsleta United Methodist Church on CR 9 a 
organized in 1830 as the Union ethodi t p o 
estant Church. Mee ·ng w r held n Una 
School until the re nt bu1ldin a 

Ott...--· - ..,... 
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Two schools were 1ocateu c:11v1 ·~ ···-· ·--- _ 
Run road (CA 106) - Marlatt 's Run Schoo\ 
(1902-1 930) near the Guernsey County line and 
Low Gap (1829-194 7) about three miles south of c 
Newcomerstown, the fast school to be con oh- f 
dated in the township. 

Everal School (1845-1940 in the north 
corner of the township w s ·01nt distric 
Adams Township an or 
Tuscarawas County. 

McCune Schoof 
along CR 410 in th 
ship near th Lrnto 
pupil are tran o 

c mar o 
mo p 
h re 
. , . ' 
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lsleta and Orange, Oxford Township Villages, Flourished in Days of Canal; Historical Feature of 
Community Is Old Fort 

Providing Refuge From Indians Attack, Stone Building Is Still Standing 

One of the most interesting buildings in Coshocton county is located in Oxford township. It is an old stone 
fort and historians have finally agreed after much discussion that it was built by Isaac Evans, an early 
settler in 1806. 

The fort is located about half a mile northwest of Isleta. Stone used in constructing the building is believed 
to have been brot from across the Tuscarawas river. 

The walls of the fort are more than a foot thick. Apertures or portholes were placed at convenient height 
on three sides for shooting thru in either a standing or kneeling position. These openings were on the east, 
west and north sides: on the south side was a door which had been made of black walnut. 

Protection From Indians 

The building it is thot, was used as a refuge by the early settlers in case of an attack by Indians. The 
building had an attic, believed to have been used as a refuge for women and children during an attack and 
on the outside are a number of bullet marks. 

For a number of yea.rs it was believed that the building had been erected by D+Iberville, successor to de 
la Salle, who is said to have built French forts in the 17th century thruout the Mississippi valley, one of 
which was located +northeast of the Ohio river.+ 

Ex-Senator Fess, however, made an investigation of the fort+s origin and in Washington he found records 
which indicated that the building had been erected by Evans. Evan+s son Joseph, born Oct. 3, 1801, is 
believed to have been the first white child born in Coshocton county. 
The first landowners in Oxford township after the War of 1812 were Jacob Reed, David Douglas, Henry 
Evans, John Jenkins, George Loos, John Loos, John Wills, William Mulvane, Joseph Mulvane, Andrew 
McFarland, Ezekiel McFarland, Benjamin Norman, George Anspaugh, William Pierpont, George 
Springer, Philip Wolfe, Philip Wagoner, Isaac Evans and James Welch. 
Two Villages in Township 
There are two towns in Oxford township, Isleta and Orange. In 1806, the Wagoners and Leighningers, 
Wolfes and Looses came to what is now the Isleta community from eastern Pennsylvania. Philip and Anna 
Margaret Wolfe operated a tavern known as Washington Inn at the point where the present road to Isleta 
joins the Coshocton-Newcomerstown road. 
At that time the road was the pathway between Zanesville and Cadiz. Washington Inn was one of the 21 
taverns on the road. Isleta first was called Oxford Station and the town was formed when the 
Pennsylvania railroad was built in about 1854. The post office was known as White Eyes Plains and was 
established about 100 years ago. (NOTE: this article was written in 1934 ... so that Post Office would have 
been in 1834). Residents of the village still are recorded on the county tax duplicate as residents of Oxford 
Station. 
Name Changed in 1893 

11/15/2020, 58 PM 
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The name of the town was changed in Isleta in 1893 because there was another Oxford in Ohio. It is 
believed for a daughter of a railroad official when the Pennsylvania line was built thru this county. A 
peninsula on one of the Canary Islands and a town in New Mexico are the only other places known to have 
the same name. 

The old grain elevator now operated at Isleta was built in 1910 with money subscribed by 11 farmers of 
the Isleta community. It was built at a cost of $11,000 and the people who subscribed the money lost it 
later. The building which occupies two lots was taken over by the West Lafayette Bank Co., and is offered 
for sale for $500 along with the lots. So far the highest bid that had been received is $105. 

f8Si.t 
From the time the Pennsylvania railroad was built in 1894 and 1924 the town had a depot. At one time six 
passenger trains stopped in the village each day, but now there is only one and the town has a non-agency 
station. 

Once Had Tan Shop 

Isleta at one time had a tannery which was operated by Henry Wolfe, an ancestor of Henry Wolfe who 
now lives on North Fourth St. The stone which was used to grind bark for the tannery now is mounted on 
a frame on West Main St. 

During the 10-year period ending in 1930 Oxford township gained a population more than any other 
township in Coshocton county according to census report. The gain was 170 persons. 

Orange the other town in the township had been known as Evansburg ....... Sept.4, 1830 and .... Evans as 
the proprietor ......... ! .. about half a ....•. and village of Orange. Washington Ohio canal was built Evansburg 
ceased to exist and Orange was established. 

Evans ...... was buried in the old cemetery ..... stone ...... in Oxford township. 

Flourished In Canal Days 

When the .................•... operating Orange flourished. The village boasted a warehouse, tannery and store. 
The first settlers in that vicinity were Isaac and Henry Evans and Charles and Esaias Baker, who came in 
1801. 

A forgotten village once was located in Oxford township. It was known as Millsville and was mapped out 
by John Mills on the banks of the Tuscarawas river at what was known as +the great bend+. The site 
was near Orange and the town had a public square a Main St. and a Water St. - on paper. 

An old building housing the general store at Orange is one of the best-preserved reminders in Coshocton 
county of the old canal days. F. A. Richmond and his brother operated a grain purchasing agency and 
mercantile store in the days when whiskey sold for nine cents a gallon and a rubber-tired buggy was 
considered a luxury. 

The building was erected in about 1848 and was originally intended to be used as a steam mill. This, 
3 of5 11/15/2020, 58 PM 
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however, proved to be unprofitable and the building was turned into a grain storage house, having a 
capacity of approximately 15,000 bushels. 

Grain Shipped By Canal 

J.E. and F.A. Richmond purchased the building in 1884 and bought grain from farmers for a Dover 
concern on a two-cents-a bushel commission. The grain was transported in canal boats from Orange to 
Dover. 

Farmers within a 10-mile radius brot their grain to Orange. It was shoveled from the wagons into a chute 
which carried the grain in to a weighing box, the scales of which were measured off into pounds and 
bushels. 

After the weight was recorded, a trap in the bottom of the receptacle was tripped and the grain was 
conveyed into the cellar by another chute, from where the elevators carried it to the storage rooms above. 

Power for the elevator was furnished by a horse, which had the monotonous task of walking in the circle 
and driving a shaft which extended tot the top of the building. The elevator consisted of an endless chain 
of cups, enclosed in a wooded frame. 

No Longer Used 

Approximately three and a half hours were required to load a canal boat with 2,000 bushels of grain. A 
series of chutes carried in from storage room to outgoing scale which weighed each 20-load. From the 
scale it was transferred to the .. of the boat. Being loaded in ... other ... 

The grain warehouse named the stage of ..•.... of the canal which in about 1906. The canal was permitted to 
deliberate and boats were unable to ... .loads due to shallow ....... unfortunate. 

An old building ... across the ... from the former grain warehouse was formerly at Inn and saloon. It was 
erected in about 1840 and has been the ... of many ...... and drinking bouts. It has now been made into a 
dwelling house. 

Mary Mildred (Loos) Rehard had this article in her scrapbook. She was born 08/05/1916 in Isleta, Ohio 
.. daughter of the store owner Noah & Mary (Wolff) Loos. She passed away 03/27/1975 . 

contributed by:Barbara Rehard Dedics 
BUCKEYE1227@aol.com 

11/15/2020, 1:58PM 
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576 HISTORY OF COSHOCTON COUNTY. 

CHAPTER LXIII. 

OXFORD TOWNSHIP. 

Locallou-Physlcal Featnrcs-Organlznllon -Settlement-
Mllls-Dlstlllerles-Ta\'ems-Brldg""-Sehools- Mlll•Ylllc 
-Even•burg-Orange-Postolllces-Chttreh"". 

OXFORD township is situated in the el\Stern 
part of the county and bounded as follows : 

On the north by Adams township, on the east by 
Tuscarawl\8 county, on the south by Guernsey 
county and Linton township and on the west by 
Lafayette township. The Tuscamwl\8 river flow~ 
through the northern pnrt of it from east to west. 
Several small st.reams enter it from the north, 
the most noticeable being Evans creek. There 
are no tribut.nries from the south. The level 
White Eyes plains having a widt.11 of from one to 
two miles stretch acroos the township just south 
of the river. South of this the surface is rough 
and the st.reams flow in an opposite direction 
from the river, to \Villa creek. This latter stream 
in one of it.~ tortuous mennderings enters Oxford 
township from Linton nnd cuts off fifteen or 
twenty acres from the body of the town~hip. 
The soil on the plnins is usunlly gravelly with a 
sandy loam in ptltches. A clny soil covers the 
south~rn hills while that of the river bottoms is 
the usual rich loam. The timber which grew 
11pon the hills was vigorous and of vnried kinds 
including sugnr, oak, walnut, hickory, poplar nml 
other less important vnrieties. Syc:imore wns 
the prevailing type in the lowest river bottoms 
while just above this was found the heaviest and 
best timber in the township. The plains as a rule 
were scantily timbered, ii at nil, and were doubt-
less the haunts of the game-seeking red mnn. 
That they lrequentecl the pin.ins :md the valley 
which skirts the river is made manifest by the 
numerous relics which have been found here. 
Tomahawks, bullett<, stone mortars and pestles, 
various silver ornaments nnd pieces of pottery 
were often picked up by the early settlers. Small 
mounds, too, were scat•.erec.l liere and there along 
the valley, indicating . that the pre-historic race 
also had dwelt here ages ago. One of these 
mounds, standing on \Villis Richard's farm on 
lhe western side of the township, was about thirty 

feet in diameter originally and eight or ten feet 
in height but modern cultivation has removed 
nearly every trace of it. 

Oxford township wns organized in the fall of 
1811, very soon after the county was formed. Its 
original !Joundnries included a large portion of 
the eastern part of the county, but it was gradu-
ally reduced in size by the organization of other 
townships until it reached its present limits in 
1835. The first, second and third sections are 
military sections; the fourth or northeastern sec-
tion consists of congrees land, and was surveyed 
in 1803, by Alexander Holmes. The first or 
northenstsection was probably locntccl by Matthew 
Denman, as he had poosession of it very early 
and sold portions of it to incoming settlers. The 
original proprietor of the second or northwest 
section was William Steel, of Esse:x county, New 
Jersey, whose patent dales Fcbrunry 11, 1800. 
James \Villiams, of Annapolis, Maryland, wns 
the original proprietor of section 3- His patent 
is dated March 21, 1800. None of these land 
owners became residents in the township, but 
sooner or later sold it to those who settled here. 

There is no doubt that one of the first settle-
ments in Coshocton county was made in Oxford 
township, yet it 8Cems impossible at. t.his time to 
determine definitely the dnte at which it was 
made. Hunt's Historical Collections says : "It 
is believed hysome that the first settlement. made 
in the count.y wns made in t.his township. It 
would seem that., at nil events, the i;ame season 
Charles \Villiams was raising his corn on the 
prairie, Isnnc nncl Henry Evans and Charles and 
Ee:i.ias Baker, all from Virginia, were raising a 
crop on the Tuscarnwa~, nenr Evansburg. \Vil-
Iiams had come up the Muskingum, nnd the four 
above named had come clown the Tusc.arawns." 
It is known that \Villiams wns li\•ing on the 
prairie ns early as 1801, and probably a year or 
two before. Charles Baker, a son of Eeaias 
Baker, now living in Linton to°ll nship, states that 
his father, his father's brother Charles, and IBa.'lc 
and Henry Evans, came out together from Vir-
ginia at a time when there wns not n white man 
on the Tuscarawas river, but he is unable to give 
t.lie year. Lewis Corbit, of Adams township, 
tells that his father, Robert Corbit, emigrated 
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with Isaac Evans from Virginia in the year 1804. 
Calhoun's Historical Sketches, written thirty 
years ago, states, that" In 1803 Judge Evans set-
tled where Evausburg now stands. There were 
alw others who settled around him soon after-
ward, forming what was known at the time as 
\Vhite Eyes Plains settlement." These dates are 
irreconcilable, I.mt it would seem that the Charles 
Williams settlement, on the Walhonding, was 
made first. The Evausburg settlement was prob-
ably the second one made in the county. The 
two Bakers came out in the spring, planted and 
tended a crop of corn on the plains just south of 
Orange, then returned to Virginia, harvested a 
crop there, and in the foll of the same year 
moved out permanently with their families, cut 
their new crop here and erected cabins. E<iaias 
Baker leased twenty acres from a Mr. Newell, in 
the western purt of the township, on the farm 
which George Loos afterward purchased. Both 
Esaias uml Charles, a few year::; later, moved to 
Linton township, becoming two of the earliest 
settlers there. 

Isaac Evans was the central figure of this set-
tlement, and was a man whose influence was felt 
in all parts of the county. Soon after he moved 
out he purchased a tmct of land and built his 
cabin south of the river, close to the bank, just 
acro~s from Evansburg. The high waters which 
ro.'lc and surrounded his cabin soon after, obliged 
him to move farther back from the river. He 
raised and commanded a company dnring the 
war of 1812, 8Crving under General Harrison 
He was also one of the early associate justicei:; in 
the county .. His brother Henry, who accompa-
nied him here, purchased a farm adjoining hii:;on 
the cast, and being a b;tchelor, spent his clays in 
solitude there, engaged in farming and stock 
raising. 

Quite a colony of curly 8ettlcrs were from nctlr 
Carlisle,Cumberhmd county, Pennsylvania. Per-

' haps the earliest of them was Philip Waggoner, 
who came to Oxford township in UlOG. •nc died 
a few yea1"l httc r. Philip \Volfe came soon after, 
and settled at \Volfe'~ Comer::;, a little north of the 
cente r of the township, where Henry Wolfe now 
lives. Ile Jicd in September, 1825. Still later, 
George Leighninger emigrated from the same 
place. He was a young mun when he came, u.nd 

afterward married a daughter of Mr. Wolfe, who 
is still living with her son in Lafayette township, 
in the eighty-fifth year of her age. George Loos 
came in 1811. Like the others, he came over-
land, moving in a five-horse team, and settling at 
Loos' Corners, in tlie western part of the town-
ship. He purchased his farm from Robert 
Newell, who had been living on it and moved 
farther west after.he had disposed of it. 

John Junkins, an Irishman, emigrated to the 
township, perhaps a.s early as 1806 or 1808. 
He lived on the Cadiz road, at the farm now 
owned by I!'. Sergeant, about a mile west of 
Wolfe's Corners. He was the bigges t man on 
the plai11s, and u. genuine Irishman. Two sons, 
John and David, lived with him, also a son-in-law, 
Matthew Gray, who was of the same nationality. 
George Anspaugh, from near Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania, came about 1811, and settled on the place 
now occupied by Jacob Wolfe, u short distance 
west of \Volfe's Cornc1·.s. Moses Morgan, another 
early settler, was a New Jerseyman, and settled 
about a mile east of Anspaugh, on the Cadiz. 
road. He afterwards sold out and went into 
business at Evansburg. 

J ohn Mills, a cabinetmaker, lived where Jacob 
Starker now does, the southeast quarter of sec-
tion 12. He once met with a mishap that might 
have terminated fat.ally. He was watching for 
game, at a deer-lick, one sultry day, concealed 
behind some bushes, an_d to drive uway the pes-
tiferous mosquitos that bothered him, was wav-
ing a brush about his face and head. Another 
hunter, upproachine:, perceived the stir, and mis-
taking Mills for a deer, bunged away at him with 
his rifle, and 8hot off' hls no~e. 

The Mulvains, Joseph, John and William, were 
here in 1810, and perhaps earlier. They settled in 
the eastern part of the township, north of the 
river. Joseph was the owner of a keel-boat which 
plied between New Philudelphia und Zanesville, 
carrying all kinds of freight. The mode of loco-
motion was by poling it. " Running board8" 
were attached to the outside, upon which about a. 
dozen men would stand, with long poles, by the 
use of which they would make the boat fairly fly 
through the water. 

Andrew, Ezekiel and Sarpuel McFarland, came 
about 1812. \Villiam Welsh, joining George 
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Loos on the enst, was here in 1811. James Lisk Dnniel Loos relates that when his father moved 
came about the time the Junkins did. He mar- out from Pennsylvania, in 1811, Mr. Wolfe en.me 
ried a daughter of John Junkins n..nd nfl!'nrn.rd out a dist..·mce with n. t!'n.m to hf'lp him ornr some 
n. Miss Price, who is still living in this township. ' of lhe big hills in Tuscarawas county. He was 
11-Ir. Lisk was an early school teacher. I keeping tavern nt that t.ime. His tm·!'rn sign 

wae a picture of General \Vashington mounted 
Milling facilities were no better here in pioneer I upon n white horse, an emblem which then, 

days than elsewhere on the frontier . In fact, this I doubtless, appealed loudly to American pntriot-
being one of the earliest settled districts, the first I ism. George Leighninger tended bn.r here for a 
white men were obliged to travel further to get while, but afterward bought a In.rm close by n.nd 
a little grinding done th:m the first settler.a of ' -moved upon it. 
most other townships, As late as 1812, Zanes- J(1h11 Jenkins soon after hung out a large 
ville and New Philadelphia were the usual ·mill- wooden "blue ball" to the gaze of the passer-by, 
ing points. Years before this, Esaias Baker aL:l inviting him to partake of the entertainment 
Isaac Evans, having heard that there was a power provided within, about a mile west of Wolfe. 
mill near Znnesville, loaded a.canoe with corn nnd This was nn importnnt place in those dnys. Jen-
startcd for it. \Vhen they reached the mill they kins was postmnstcr for a grnnt numy yearn nm! 
found it to be quite a patent affair. "Two canoes also n. justice of the peace, nnd the township 
hn.d been fnstened just at a ripple in the river elections were held here at his t..wern. 
nnd a small pnddle-wheel set between the two l\[oses Morgan, nbout 1820, opened n. third 
boats, and this, turned by the rippling wn.ters, t:i.vern about n hnlf mile east of \VoHe's tavern. 
furnished the power to turn a large-sized hand- When he sold the place some ten yenr8 Inter, to 
mill." Mr. Stewart, the tavern was abandoned. 

lsmi.c Evans erected the first mill in the town- A ferry wrui estnblished Yery early at John 
ship. It was built about 1818, on Evans creek. Miskimen's pince, in the eastern pnrt of the 
It was a little nffair, with one run of buhrs, but township. It was kept for n. number of yenrs by 
answered very well the purpose for which it wns Aclnm 'I t . er nd aftcnrnrcls by the fnthet of 
intended. A _snw-mill stood at t.he same place. udge Durt. After Evanshurg was lnid out nnd 
They changed possession repeatedly, and were became n little business center, n ferry wns kept 
nbandoned about twenty-fi\'e years ngo. here for a number of years. Moses Morgnn n.nd 

About twenty years ago a large grist-mill was John B. Stout were the chief manipulators of the 
built on t.he canal,abo.uta mile west of Orange, by £crry-bon.t at this point. 
John Wolfe and Timothy Emerson. John Wolfe The first bridge built in the township wns at 
is the present owner. Miskimen's. It wns built about 1854, and cost 

George Loos erected a little distillery on his $10,000. This was afterward disturbed nnd some-
place soon after he moved into the township. what rebuilt. The river hnving, in 1861, cut a 
He died in-1821, and his son, Christopher, ran it new channel about t.hree-qunrters of a mile to 
fo r many years. A number of yenrs later ll!r. the east, n. new bridge became necessary, t.he 
Shank operated one for ten or twelve years, on t.he cost of which was nbout $9,000. ·The bridge nt 
Susanna Appis pince, in the western part of sec- Orange was built in 1870. The mnsonry, of which 
tion 19. Another was built on t.he canal nbout N. '\V. Buxton was contractor, cost $8,311; the 
1848, by Patrick Trcgent, an Englishmnn. superstructure (iron) was contracted for by J . H. 

The Cadiz road was the first one constructed 
through the township, and, in early days, was a 
principal highway of travel and emigrntion, so 
much so that several taverns flourished here for 
awhile in close proximity to ench other. The 
first one wn.s Philip \Voile's at the corners. 

Davenport. It cost $7,258. 
The Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Loit1s rail-

road passes through the township, east nnd west, 
crossing the Tuscarn.was riyer near the enstern 
line. It has one station in the township-Oxford, 
near the center of the township. The Ohio ca-
nal crosses the township north of the r i\'er. In 
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it-'! cou rsc i l usually clo,;ely follow ti th« 
beJ. 

ri1·er , Ore111gu, silu;1t.ed on the nori.h bank ol 1h~ 

'. rivt•r, in the norlhwestern part of the township, 
• wa:; laid out in 1H3~. \\'illiam K. Johnson and 

The 8CC'ond ~chool i11 the county wus pruli:1.l.il .' · 0 . A . H1111wri< kl11•Us<' we1·e the p1«1prictora of 
l.uugh1 her13. lllr . Calhoun snys : .. Jn lOOG. oi· 1.ha1 )Jill'! uf it wlii· h liC8 north of the Cllnal, and 
thereabouts, lllr. Joseph Harris u1ugh1. u scho<1l . Samud Wulfo J.ff"J•rietor of that part south of it. 
in the settlement , al Evansburg. This is 1lw Hngh i\laxwc11 ·, .. rec"led the fin;t h1H1~e. It was a 
second 1111imation of the exist<mce of a school . irnme, still s1uuc.li11~. on lot. 8, corm•r ol Oxford 
which we hnvc recei,•e1l . Here the widow John- ! aud \Vnccr stn><•ts, now occupied hy A. Peck. 
son, wife ol Adam J ohntiOn, c.lceeased, remember~, The next building was a warehoust', ereetcd by 
heing sent t-0 1llte11d tlw sd1001." The lirst i;ehtiol '. Hurrbon Butler, 011 lot 49. These two buildings 
which .Mr.Calhoun speaks of W<lS held three or four ; were erected at nhont. the same t111u·. llfr. Hut-
years earlier up tlrn \\'alhoucling. An early tiChool- · !er soon aft.c1· sole! the warehouse 111 Ho1• & Arm-
hom;e was built abm!1 1812, at Juhu Junkins· : ~trong,and ithassim•c been «Ont.rolled hy various 
place, in which Jamc:i Lisk was one of the lirst '. persons. John ltichmond is the present owner. 
teachers. George Leighuinger afterward Ulught ' A second wnreho11se was built about 1850 by P. 
here. U. Wolle & Co. 11'i1•e or six yeard later it. wus 

The curliest attempt at town making w11s 111at!t• 
by John Mills, who, in Hil5, I.lid out a little vil -
lage on the gre1lt bend of the Tuscarawas river, 
south ul it. He calle,I it llli!Jsville. Se\'eral ca b-
ins were reurcd on the spot, I.mt for some inscru -
table reason !.he village failed to thrive, and soon 
pilssed from the kuowJe,!ge of men. 

E1•ansburg WllS surveyed September 4, 1830· 
Lmac: E1·u11s w:1s the proprietor, and gave it its 
nanH>. The original phtt lay wholly north or the 
canal, but two years later an addition of live lots 
wm; maclc south of it. For a few ye:\r~ it grew 
vigorously. lllo~es ll!organ owned the first dry 
·goods store. He died a few years aft.er it wns 
opened, and Juhn Stout bec:une the possessor of 
it. Joseph \\' nlkins kept another store, and built 
n large warehouse, dealing extensively in grnin. 
.Philip \\'olfe, Jr., ran a tannery here for a while. 
His 1nlhcr fiuh J Wolle, Sr., had Luilt one nLout 
·two miles south of this nt n ver cnr ay, and 

11 1 p, Jr., operated it here for o. time, then re-
moved 1t to Evansburg. Isaac Evans, Jr., was the 
·village urn keeper. 'l'he building of Orange nbout 
a half mile to the west gave Evansburg its denth-
blow. The river at Evansburg could be Tordcd only 
with grea t ditliculty, if at all, and a ferry must be 
kcpl here constunlly, while the stream· at Orange 
was ell>'ily lorded. Mr. \Vutkins removed his 
warehouse, and the village speedily fell to pieces. 

. .Seve ral dilapidated i;tructures murk the site of 
.the once flourishing canal port. 

<:uuvcrtcc.I by them into :l ~team lluuring 111ill, 
which was operated live or six years with 
uno:llisfncwry reH11lts, und the mill works were 
then removed about a mile down the canal to 
\Volle & Emerson's mill, and the building res-
tored to its origin:ll use. his now owned by J . 
I'. Peck & Co. From 40,000 to 50,000 bushels of 
wi1eat nre annui1lly bought llt these two houses. 

About 1842 George Augustine built a saw-mill 
on the ennui. P . C. Welle & Co. p11rr,hased it 
and attached a carding machine, which was run 
for some years. The builtling wns taken away 
.::;cvcntl year~ ago. 

'l'hcre are two dry goods stores in the villnge 
at this lime, owned by Richmond & Son, and J . 
P. Peck & Co. 

One of the earliest postoffiees in the county is 
White Eyes Plains. John Junkins was probnbly 
the first postmust<)r. He was succeded by James 
Lisk. 'fhe otlice is still ke1it :lt· Oxford Station, 
by the agent, \Villinm Coles. When Evansburg 
wus laid out, a po,;toltice, which i:; il requisite of 
every well-appoiuted vill11ge, w:is obtained and 
Joseph H. \Vatkins and Moses Morgan were suc-
cessively postma,;ters. About 1853 it was re -
moved to Omnge, where it still exists, though re-
l:lining the old name. James R. Johnson was 
postmaster here. 

Orunge chapel, a Methodist Episcopal church, 
the only edifice of the kind which graces Orange, 
is a hancbume little frame, thirty by forty, which 
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wrui erected in 1875, at a cost of $2,200. It was The principn.l early membern were John Everall 
erected mainly by the efforts of John Richmond and wife,Joim Mnckcy and wife, .Tames King and 
and J_ B. Peck. The society was formed of mcm- wife, and Thomns Smith and wife. It.~ condition 
bers from other congregations in the neighbor- 1 is prosperous. 
hood . The membership at present i8 small. A srnnll congregation of Disciples have for se~· 

The Union Methodist Protestant dmrch is era) years been holding een·ices at McCune's 
located nenr I.he C<'nter of t.he township, 01tthe school-hdbse in the southern part of the townsl11p. 
Cadiz road. The house of worship was erected A United Brethren society existed years ago in 
twenty or more yearA ago, upon a lotdonnted for Ornnge. Preaching commenced there about 1853-
the purpose by Henry nnd Willinm WoHe. Be- in the school-house and wns continued 11bout 
fore it was built ~ervices had been conducted in twelve ye11re. The society then disbanded; cause, 
the Union school-house close by. The first meet- loss of membership and a minister who proved to-
iii"gs were held m Moses Morgan's barn, where be a wolf in sheep's clothing. The principal mem-
about 1840, shortly n.fter the clnss wns formed, a hers were John Richmond, \Villiam l\Inxwell nnd 
great revival was held. Among the earliest John Norman. 
members were Moses Morgan, Joseph l\iulvain, A Methodist Protest:mt church at one time 
John Stout, Jooeph Evans, and Jen kin \Vhitnside. flourished in Evans burg. A brick church was 
The memberRhip is now about fifty. Rev. \Velis erected but never finished. The village declined 
is the pastor. and the members removed to other places. Ser-

vices were then held for it few years in Ornnge 
White Eyes Baptist church is situated about a but they ceased many years ago. 

fourth of a mile east of t.he Union Methodist 
church. It was organized in 182.5 and until 1870 
WM connected with the \Vest Lafayette Bapti~t 
church. An account of this church up lo the dnte 
of separation has been included in t.he history of 
the \Vest Lafayette church and need not be re-
peated. The congregation st-ill worships in the 
brick churc~h r.rectcd in 1850 which iR in "ood 
conditi011. The membership is about forty. 
Since 1870 Lhere have been but two pastors in 
charge, Elders E. n. Senter all(l F . Hodder. The 
latter ministers to the church at this time. The 
Sabbath-school is well kept up but like most 
other organizations of the kind in the country 
is held only during the summer. Joseph Keirns 
is its superintendent. 

A German Lutheran church strmds just this 
side of the county line in the southeastern part 
of the township. It is a small frame building 
built about ten years ago. The congregation is 
very limited in point of number n.nd belongs 
principally to Tuscarawas county. Mr. I-Iocken-
braugh is a leading member from this township. 

Near the northeastern corner of the township 
stands a United Brethren church known as Ever-
all's church which was built many years ago. 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

PE RR Y TOWN SH Ir. 

Name-Orgnnt1.ntton-PhysicA.J Fentures-Enrly Sett.lements 
-F.J\s.t Unlon--ChurclH'}\--~C'hooll'i-Mlll~ . 

THIS is one of more than a score of township~ 
in Ohio tlrn.t commemorate the name and 

achievements of Commodore Perry on lnke Erie. 
H was organized in 1817, at a time when his 
naval glory was still fresh in the minds of the 
people. The township, n.~ then ereclr.rl, wns ten 
miles long and five wide, including what are now 
Perry and Bedford townships. This territory 
had previously been a part of New Cnstle town-
ship, which was organized nt t.he formation of 
the ·county. The elections in Perry township 
were held at the house of Elias Jnmes, almost 
centrally located ns the township then existed, 
until 182.5, when Bedford township was formed 
and Perry wM reduced to its present limits, five 
miles square, being township 5 of range 9, ac-
cording to the original survey of the military 
lands. It is located in the western part of the 
county and is bounded on the south by Pike nnd 



nuctions and muster day drills. Fourth of July celebrations 
~·ere attended by everyone for miles around. The tav.ei'n was 
indeed t·he h~ub of nil act·ivity. · 

Chnrles Willinorns tavern is consiclerecJ the , first in the 
cotmty. He cnme with his family and several otohers as early 
as ·1800. His two story house stood nenr the northeast cor· 
ner of Water and Ches·tnut streets, frondn.g the river, where 

·Williams operatecJ a ferry. Joining the house on the 'south · 
was a log ca•bin in' which Adam Johnston, Im son-in-la·W, . 
kept s·fore for Hedges attd Hammond. On the nortoh, another 
log ca.bin served as t'he tavern. The Williams Jamily. .. occupied 
the 1st ·floor of the house, and the 2nd floor was used as a . 
meeting house, jnil, · fo1:1t, storeroom, schoolhouse, ballroQm 
or c<>urthouse. · 

Wher1 courts were held here Williams was said to have re-
cei•ved $30 a year rent for the room, and $2 a term for the 
roo111,occ11picd hy t.he jury. 
. Permi-t was granted ·to Charles \Villiams, Esq. on the 10th 

dny of May; 1811, t-o ·keep Tavern in the Town of Coshoc'kton 
u11t.il th·e next meeting of -the Court of Co1111111on Pleas, said 
county, which will be on the second. clay of Se.ptcmiber, ~ext 
for which 'he ·paid into the count·y treasury $2.9~. Pcrmi•t 
granted t<f the saicl ChnrJe:s Williaims, Esq., on the 10t1h clay 
of May 1811, to keep Ferry over the Mus1dngu.ri1 river at the 
Town of Coshockton from the date .thereof untH the next 
meeting of the.Court of Common Pleas in said county which 
will rbe the .second dny of September next, for which he pnicl 
into the treasury $1.33}1. 

O.n May 13, 1811, John W·1u11sley was •granted a tavern lie· 
ense ·to .keep ·tavern in Franklin townshi-p. He h\mg out the 
Sign of (he Black Horse, on the road ·between Coshocton and 
.Zanesvilie. The sMne year licensell were issued to Jam..cs · 

r ohn 1111ki11 nd P.hilll > Wolf. . 

This was a drovers · tn vern, called the George Wasihington 
Inn. The. sign had a picture of .George Washington on a white 
horse. Georigc Leighninger, son-in-law of Wot!, kept bar here. 

I ~ • 

.,r ' 

Phillip Wolf died in 1825, but his widow continued the tavern 
m1til 1838, arid perlmps long~r. She died in 1855. 

The Inst chore of •the e"ening for Widow WoLf, was ta•king 
t.lte olcl pierced tin lantern out with her to check a.ti the gates 
so t·he <lrov-er's stock .cou1C11l()t get out . .She once rode horse-
hnok to pay her taxes·, t·hen founcl out she was a ,couple cents 
short, sq she mnde n !l·econd trip with the amount due. A 
special act of Legisl:1turc crcat~d n road from Millers•burg, 
in ,lfol-mes County, to Widow WoJ.E's Tavern. 

V. Heber Snr.gen·t's grnndf.ather ca.me from E:ngland, and 
got as •fnr ns w .olf's tavern when his mune-y ran out. He rent· 
eel a back . room •at· .the :inn,. and,. set up: .a ,sho.e. s'1op • . , _ . ; ., 

The Democrntic Standard of January 15, 1897 tells the 
story of Henry Wolf, son of Phillip and Mar-g.aret: 

"Uncle .Henry Wolf, who rcsicle·s in a 'beau:tiful ·home on the 
Plains, nenr J.sleta .. inrorms us thn·t he hns lived in practically 
t.he same spot all his life-78 years. ..' 

111 1819 he ~ns horn in n log cnhin which stood just across 
the mad :Crom his .present residence. Later his father built a 
briclc dwelling, ai1d in this home he lived, boy and man, until it 
wns rcplnccd some years ng-0 by his present, handsome, mod· 
c-rn residence. Ju those dnys thcf plains was covered wi·th a 
dens<! growth of h1'11sh which grew n.bou·t as tall as a C-UH 
grown ricer, and Uncle Henry himself has shot a large num· 
ber o·f them. So lon•g as the deer remained quiet he w·as con-
cealed by the brush, but the moment he begnn to escape from 
t·he hu11tc0r, he was cornpellecl to spring over the thick growths 
and his whereabouts wns discovered. · 

Ench foll the Inclians, who . were numerous, bu-med the 
heather, nncl thus many cleer wcr·e captured. The howl of the 
wolf was frequently hea·rd at night, nnd occasionally Henry 
nnd his young brother would have to go to the ·woodland to 
protect. the sheep front these mi? night marauders. AIJ. of 
which soui1ds strange to ~hese closing days of the centurx.. A• 
wonderful experience that which ren<:he.s across the century 
from whkh the wild red 111a11 nncl a howllng wilderness at one 
encl, to electricity nncl a grnncl civilization at the,other.'' 

A farm sale. helcl nt the site of th~ old Wolf tavern about 
1910 brought to light u Conestoga wagon, which had be~n 
stored in the rafters 0tf un outhuilding. It sold for 25c. Rath· 
er n sncl ending I Probably the final closing for the scerfe of 
the tnvcru wnK the removnl of the watering troug-h from the 
miclclle of the cross-roucls. 

Tavern lic<'nses w.erc issued· to Asher Hart, James Hunter 
II i_- . 
. .NTER.IAlAJ!v/E.IJT f=op 1}1AA) A.Ml) ~r:JJ.<:/.11 
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OLD STONE FORT MYSTERY 

Who built the Old Stone Fort has been a question 
that is bound to spark opinions anywhere i n the county and 
interest historians a ll over the state . 

Host historians believe there is no doubt that this 
building is the oldest existing building west of the 
Appalachian Mountains . However, there is room for debate 
as to whether it was built by the French explorer 
D'Iberville in the 1600's ; the fur trader, George Croghan 
in the l700's ; or the first settler in Oxford Township , 
Isaac Evans in the l800's. 

Paul Goudy, historian from Tuscarawas County , spent 
m..ny months in England trying to find the answer in 
records in the museums and libraries. He is of the opinion 
that the French did not build the fort.From his research 
he found that the only time the French were in Ohio was i n 
the period of 1752-1759. He tends to believe that Croghan 
built it, but still does not discount the fact that Evans 
also could have built it. 

Croghn came co Coshocton about 1745. He had establish-
ed a trading ·center at Bolivar, then moved on to Coshocton 
where he kept h i s main base. He had about 200 fur trappers 
working for him with a total of 300 pack animals . His fur 
business was the largest and of the longest standing in 
Ohio . 

During this time, the French would liked to have had 
control of the Oh i o country, but Croghan was well establish-
ed with the Indians , he spoke their language and treated 
them fairly. 

Goudy found evidence that the Indians had asked 
Croghan to build a fort to protect them from the French 
and also records show that Croghan had ordered two cannons 
to be delivered to him . One was sent to the Pi qua base and 
the other presumably was sent to Coshocton . 

In 1751 the French destroyed Croghan's Piqua base 
and some of the Indians became terrorized and sided with 
the Fre nch. A world war broke out over the Ohio country at 
this point and i ncluded several countries, even Russ i a. By 
1759 the fighting was over and the · French wer e driven from 
the area. 

With the French gone, the British no longer nee ded 
to be the nice guys, they cut off supplies", and the 
settlers began moving in, polluting the area as far as the 
Ind i ans were concerned. This led to Pontiac's r ebellion 
and to Bouquet's coming i n 1764. 

The late Henry Hackenbrac:ht, we 11 known local 
historian , spent years resea rchi'ng the Ol d S t o ne Fort. I n 
an effort to delve into the subject more deep l y a nd t o 
explore new sources , he wrote "to an a u t hority on ear l y 
French architecture for h i s opinion . Excerts from the 
answer to his i nqu i ry are : 

"Frankly , your fort, upon cursory examination of the 
cut (photo) l ooks more llke cl stone blockhouse, erected as 
a place o f refuge in case of Indian attack rather than a 
general defense, unless ther w ·wooden stockade sur-
rounding it. Its construct Ion might sugaest a storage 
place for powder or arms, with the s111all opening near th 
ground as a passage hrough whi.ch powder and balls mlali 
be passed withool t Vlng r.he relatively larg 
l think your blockhQu ,. unly a part of what iaua 
a largeT wooden delens e. £;Quld this have bfftl 
outpost again t h wi I Jndlans, erK 
Horavtans, ~ho $ettl d he Tu rar was?" 

And so ano t he r question wa s ra ise d by a knowl e dge abl e 
pe rson . 

"fh p 0 l d S ton e r ort ha s s e r ve d man y purpose s down 
throug h che y e ..J r s . lt ha s be en d smokehouse a nd a f arm 
~tot- J g c bui.Jd i. r1 g. S1)mc .fol k :; joki. ne t:y r~ t cr t o it a s :.! fl 

~ cc s t oa_-;}gc li o u s'~~ o r mea t ho u se \.Jh ere only t he l> looU 11t 
-,•_ r k ... :h ! r· f~ $ wa s , vr,- ~ hc- d . 

-'· l 1.: ~ 
l I ,.. . I \, . , , ., 
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Editor's note - The following story about the Old 
Stone Fort near West Lafayette first appeared in the 
Uhrichsville Chronicle. It was written by a local 
historian. 

It was 15 years ago when I wrote 
about Sieur de la Salle's expedition 
of 1669 that led to the discovery and 
exploration of the Ohio River. 

At that time, I claimed the "Stone 
Fort" on the Tuscarawas River 
below Newcomerstown was built by 
his men on that trip when they came 
down the Cuyahoga-Tuscarawas 
water highway from Lake Erie. 

I may have been unconvincing in 
1970. 

But with additional information 
discovered after writing that article, 
I am now much more confident than 
ever that I was right to make such a 
claim and credit this building to 
LaSalle and his men, making it the 
oldest in Ohio. 

LaSalle was a French explorer, 
and at that time this was considered 
as French territory. But this was 
also a period of Indian warfare. 

The Five Nations were nearing the 
zenith of their power. The Iroquois 
Wars were just ending, with the 
Shawanose tribe of southern Ohio 
the last to feel the fury of their raids. 
The Hurons, Eries and Andastes had 
already been destroyed. 

The Shawanose were attacked but 
never driven all the way out. They 
did respect the Iroquois claim and 
never ventured north of the "Mingo 
Trail" that criss-crossed the state. 
Fifty years later, the Delaware tribe 
settled in the buffer zone. 

In 1669, most of what we call Ohio 
was uninhabited and seldom crossed 
by Indians other than Iroquois hun-
ting and "police" patrols. 

How could LaSalle venture into 
such unfriendly territory, and what 
route did he take? Written descrip-
tions ·of. the expedition conflict in 
many details. 

It was about 1976 when reading an 
old Indian history book that I ran in-

,, to a copy of a letter written by 
LaSalle in ISM to a wealthy friend in 
France, betting for a loan to build a I 
large Oat-bottom riverboat to be us-
ed o)l the Wabash and lower Ohio · 
rivers. 

To me, this letter was like a miss-
log·piece to a jigsaw puzzle. It made 
me realize that in my writing of 1970 
I bad fallen into the same trap with 
·Ill -previous writers who bad tried to 

sh°'! over b of the six po881ble 
routes I •Salle bad traveled from 
Frontenac to the Ohio River. . 

Much time-was lOst waiting for the 
next ~ion. Parting with a good 
chunk of his guns and supplies, he 
finally made a deal. 

This letter to France describes in · They did give him a war captive 
detail how this. river boat could be Sha'!anose to guide him the "right 
used on the upper Ohio to the . way" to this great river he sought. 
Genessee portage in upstate New LaSalle was warned strongly not 
York. This direct line route was . to try any of ·the three AlleghenY 
d ·bed routes (from the Genessee, Chauta· 
escn even to telling bow horse- qua Lake and French Creek) as the- " 

drawn carts could be used at the furious an deadly Andastes would: 
loJll portage. It told in hours the "lift their hair." :, . 
distance from Frontenac to the The Shawano would not have beeri • 
mouth of the Gene.ssee. given as a guide iI adopted by the 

What struck me -'"'- -. ·ding ...... tribe, nor had he been killed, so be 
WllCll • - UUO"t must have been at Onondago only a 

letter WU bow Impossible It WU for few days. You can be sure be knew 
LaSalle to have gained this the way borne and would have been . 
lnowledge of the GeneMee portage willing to guide anyone. , ': 

in 1669 or at any time thereafter. It 
bad to be before Ulen. 

I eventually recalled a speech 
LaSalle made in 1677 where he said, 
"Ten years ago and thereafter, I did 
explore the waterways south of the 
lakes." 

This, in his own words, dates bis 
explorations as beginning 1667. It 
was then that all the descriptions, 
docwnented evidence fell into local 
place with no loose ends left over for 
two trips to the Ohio River. 

We had all made the common 
mistake of trying to cram every 
credible bit of information into one 
exploration of 1669. 

The first trip of discovery was not 
made public, going over the 
Genessee and down the Allegheny to 
the forks of the Ohio (Pittsburgh) in 
1667. 

Determined to establish a trade 
route around the Five Nations and 
down the Ohio River. southwest to 
the then famous Spanish gold, he 
sold bis valuable fur trading post, 
farm and home, turning all bis 
wealth into guns, powder, trade 
goods and supplies. 

He hired men and built large 
freight can<>es. 

However, he was caught crossing 
the eastern end of Lake Erie by 
Senecas who would not, could not 
give him permission to continue, no 
matter bow many gifts and bribes he 
offered. 

He had been to the grand council 
house at Onondago two years before 
and know a lot of important Iroquois 
names. He persuaded his captors to 
take him there to get permission to 
continue the oumey. 

It was late November when_:j 
LaSalle headed west on the exposed 
south shore of Lake Erie. The 
Shawano may not have known of the 
Maumee-Wabash portage to the 
west, but had to be aware of the 
"war trail" that paralleled the 
Cuyahoga, Tuscarawas and Musk-
ingum waterways. There was just J 
one short portage of about two miles I 
in the now-Akron area. 

The description tells of crossing 
from a "fast-falling river" to a 
"slow-moving, ever-increasing in . 
size" river. 

I admit. that the French maps of 
1672-64 only show the Maumee por-
tage route, but since they show no 
other north-flowing rivers, this only 
depicts the mapmakers' ignorance'., 
or LaSalle's jealous secrecy. · 

But if he took the local route, why· 
did be stop below Newcomerstown to 
construct a stone building with gun 
slots? 

This spot was near to a Sbawanosel 
outpost town, called Waketameki, a . 
few miles below Coshocton. Some 
historians say the first shots of the 
Revolution were fired there. 

LaSalle was probably warned to 
expect some very unfriendly 
Sbawanose when they reached this 
outpost the next day. Seeking the 
outcrop of building stone in the bluff, 
he made his decision. 

Still smarting from his six-week 
1 

delay, he did not know how long it 
would take him to gain permission to 
take a group of armed men through 



,, 

d ,Stone Fort retold 
the Sbawanose. He decided to con-
tinue downriver with only bis guide 
and one other companion. 

To protect bis wealth of guns, 
powder, tradegoods and supplies, he 
left the remaining 12 of bis men in 
this no-man's land with instructions 
to build a strong house of stone. 

It was not the only time that be 
took off and left bis men behind with 
instructions to build with stone. A 
similar event took place years later i-

near the St. Joseph River on the ! 
Lake Michigan shore. 

I .aSalle did continue on in 1669 and 
returned to "civilization" by still 
another route. 

As for the Old Stone Fort, it is very 
possible it was never completely 

·.finished. I suspect that a stro~g Iro-
l1quois war party discovered it and 
\killed or carried away the rest of 

· · 1.aSlllle's men. 

With the river freezing over and 
water travel halted, it may have 
been early spring before I aSalle 
found out all was lost on the 
Tiuscarawas. 

wouldn't find anything in the ex-
cavations. 

In 1972, a Canton man was granted 
permission to make scientific 
"digs" around the stone fort. Before 
be started, I sent him word that if 
I aSalle's men bad built it, he 

You see, the working base camp 
would have been several hundred 
yards upstream on the riverbank by 
the riffle where the stone outcropped · 
upon the bluff in a thin vein that was , 
good coursing thickness for building. 
They did not have to be quarry split. 

Olil Stone Fort topic for museum talk 
COSHOCTON - Dr. 

Scott Butler will present a 
fascinating talk on The Old 
Stone Fort at the Johnson-
Humrickhouse Museum on 
Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. Following 
the presentation, Dr. Butler 
will present awards for the 
Mary Harris Prizes. 

The Old Stone Fort is a 
small stone building lo-
cated south of the Tus-
carawas River and east of 
West Lafayette on County 
Road 254 off SR 751, which 
has puzzled people in 
Coshocton County over 
100 years since it was first 
written about in a county 
history in 1911. 

Earliest writing about the 
structure speculated that the 
Fort was built in the 17th 
century by the famous 
French explorer, admiral 
and successor to La Salle, 
Pierre Le Moyne d'lberville. 
Others speculate that the fa-
mous Ohio frontier trader, 
George Croghan, built it 
mid-18th century. 

Dr. Butler conducted an 
exhaustive review'of writ-
ings and artifacts related to 
the Old Stone Fort. Much 
information has been over-
looked by all public writ-
ings on the Fort since its 
restoration in 1952. Many 
old, pre-restoration photos 
were discovered. Previ-
ously unnoticed old writ-
ings have been found which 

provide important, new in-
formation about the origin 
of the Fort. 

The talk will review the 
major theories of its origin 
and their evidence, and 
present with positive evi-
dence the best supported 
answer to the identity of its 
builder. 

Dr. Butler is the author 
of several books and book-
lets on subjects connected 
to the Coshocton frontier, 
including Mary Harris, 
"'The White Woman" of the 
Ohio Frontier in 1750. His 
latest publication of The 
Coshocton Review will be 
available for sale in the mu-
seum gift shop beginning 
Nov. 15 after the lecture. 
This third volume includes 
last year's winning essays, 
as well as Butler's treat-
ment of the history of the 
Old Stone Fort, plus bonus 
articles. Cost for the publi-

cation is $9. 
Program admission is $4 

for adults and $3 for stu-
dents (Friends of the Mu-
seum, free) . At the conclu-
sion of the talk, the winners 
of the 2018 Mary Harris 
Prizes for non-fiction writ-
ing will be announced and 
awards presented (if the re-
cipient is present). 

The Johnson-Humrick-
house Museum is located in 
Historic Roscoe Village at 
300 N. Whitewoman St., 
Coshocton. For more infor-
mation contact the Mu-
seum at 7 40-622-8710 or 
email jhmuseum@jhmu-
seum.org. Museum hours 
are 1-4:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday. The Ohio 
Arts Council helped fund 
this program with state tax 
dollars to encourage eco-
nomic growth, educational 
excellence and cultural en-
richment for all Ohioans. 
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The Old Stone Fort, located on Coshocton Co. Rd. ~ ~ 
Newcomerstown and West Lafayette, is shown above 111...-t 
rating condition in this undated photo. No one seems to M 
tain who built the fort, but some years ago the fort WllS 
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cr2954 Newcomerstown, 0 .. 
Old Stone Fort. 

The old Stone Fort seen in this 1900s postcard view, was once part of the town of Evansburg. The fort was the only remaining structure after a cyclone wiped-out 
what was left of the town in the late 1890s. 



EpiClemic led to elimination of Evans6urg 
By WILLIAM CASTEEL 
Correspondent 

The former canal town of 
Evanburg, once located along 
what is now Oxford Twp. Road 
254, between Isleta and Orange, 
is long gone. 

Today, very little exists to indi-
cate that the once thriving town 
ever existed. There are virtually 
no memories to be shared any 
longer since the last of the 
younger generation that did live 
there, or at least heard the tale of 
Evansburg are also gone. Now-
days, the only supporting physi-
cal evidence is some of the nine-
teenth century county land maps, 
and the old Coshocton County 
Atlas that is occasionally found in 
the local estate sales, and auc-
tions. Very few photos exist of 
the area, at least what has been 
discovered so far. 

One of the only still existing 
structures, the Stone Fort, is ac-
tually credited as being located at 
Isleta (which was focated farther 
east of Evansburg) . Another re-
minder, a grim reminder, of 
Evansburg's existence is the 
small cemetery plot that is oddly 
located in the midst of a com 
field, just northcwest of the fort. 
In the late fall, and winter months 
when the field is void of com 
stalks, the cemetery can be seen 
on its elevated plateau. 

Even though in plain view, the 
cemetery appears lonely and for-
gotten. The sandstone grave 
markers are flat, plain shaped, 
and indicative of the time period. 
There are maybe a dozen, or so 
still standing. Others are crum-
bling, and ritired in the sandy 
soil. The names and dates have 

nearly faded with time, but the 
name of Evans, can be distin-
guished on a few of the stones. 
The Evans family, the family that 
founded the town, all later per-
ished during an epidemic of ty-
phoid fever that occurred in the 
late 1830s. · 

In 1801, brothers Henry and 
Isaac Evans arrived in Coshocton 
County, navigating the rivers all 
the way from the state of Vir-
ginia, in search of available land 
to. purchase. When the Evans 
brothers finally had made their 
way to the three rivers commu-
nity, they chose to take the east-
ern route, and followed the wind-
ing Tuscarawas River. 

Eventually, they were brought 
to an area they felt was ideal in 
which to start a new community. 
They were in awe of the flat land 
that could obviously be easily cul-
tivated, as well as the convenient 
access of the river, and a small 
spring of clear, cool water that 
would be a perfect source for the 
new town's vital water source. 

The brothers were later joined 
by two other brothers, Charles 
and Esaias Baker, also from the 
state of Virginia, who were inter-
ested in the Evans brothers' plan 
for a new community. The broth-
ers worked tirelessly to settle 
their new found land, and formed 
what was the nucleus of the sec-
ond settlement in Coshocton 
County. Evansburg, named for its 
founders, would go on to have a 
nearly 40 year history as a 
bustling canal town and trading 
center before it faded into obliv-
ion. 

Isaac Evans, the dominant fig-
ure among the town, assumed the 
role of judge in the lawless terri-

tory. Evans had the experience of 
a natural born leader, having 
raised and commanded a com-
pany during the War of 1812. 

On September 4, 1830, Evans 
had the land surveyed, and it was 
officially named it Evansburg, 
just a few short years before his 
demise. The Evans brothers had 
previously built a grist mill, and 
it was in full operation by 1818. 
A saw mill was later constructed, 
and began a successful venture 
just after the opening of the Ohio 
Erie Canal (situated between 
Evansburg and the Tuscarawas 
River) which was by now bring-
ing many new Eastern travelers, 
as well as new business transac-
tions to area. 

Selling, buying, trading, busi-
ness, and the town population 
was booming between the 1830s-
1840s for Evansburg. Flatboats, 
and river barges carried grain to 
be ground at the gristmill, and 
timber to be cut at the sawmill, 
the final outcome then moving on 
to other areas in nearby towns, 
farther east, in need of the grain, 
and lumber. More and more im-
migrants arrived in Evansburg 
from the east as the years pro-
gressed, helping to build Evans-
burg into a sizable community. 
More establishments soon joined 
the community, a tannery, two 
dry goods stores, a grain ware-
house, and later a hotel which 
was managed by Evans's son, 
Isaac Evans, Jr. 

Towards the late 1830's the 
Evans family, young and old, 
were stricken with what was be-
lieved to be typhoid, a dreaded 
malady at that time. One by one, 
they were eventually buried in 
the town cemetery located in the 

middle of the town, the founding 
family wiped out in a short period 
of time. The few descendents that 
had moved away earlier, sur-
vived, and are connected to the 
current Evans family members 
that are still living in, or near, 
Coshocton County today. 

The Stone Fort, located at the 
edge of the Evans family property 
was already in existence when 
the Evans brothers arrived in 
1801. It was believed that the fort 
had been constructed as a place 
of refuge to protect the river trav-
elers from Indian attacks which 
had been more prevalent years 
before. The fort's origination has 
been a local mystery for many 
years since. 

The town of Evansburg eventu-
ally followed its founders. Busi-
nesses closed, moved, abandoned 
buildings became more and more 
a familiar sight in the fading 
town. By the mid-1890s, the 
canal was no longer the popular 
mode of transportation, being vir-
tualfy swallowed up by the open-
ing of railroad in the mid 1850s. 

Following the great flood (in 
March 1913) the Ohio Canal, or 
at least what was left of it, was 
now beyond repair, damaged by 
flood waters. The canal was or-
dered by the state as abandoned, 
and was eventually removed, and 
filled in by 1920. 

What really led to Evansburg's 
demise? 

One speculation was that the 
town was no longer easily acces-
sible after the canal closed. The 
river boats also were no longer a 
familiar sight populating the 
nearby Tuscarawas. The river, 
which was very swift and deep at 
Evansburg, was not easily forded 

(crossed by foot or by wagon), 
and there was no bridge at which 
to cross to travel further north to 
the more populated towns, and 
cities beyond. A ferry was used at 
the site for years when the town 
was more populated. It was also 
speculated that the town was be-
coming abandoned, and no 
longer a beneficial area in which 
to live. Many of the residents had 
moved on to the next town of 
Orange, and further north to Bak-
ersville. The river, at Orange, is 
very shallow, and slow, and was 
very easily forded so that travel-
ers could cross back and forth 
from West Lafayette to Orange, 
and Bakersville with little effort. 
A bridge was later constructed at 
that area in later years. 

In the late 1890s a mysterious 
cyclone struck the area, destroy-
ing the majority of the few remain-
ing farm houses, and abandoned 
structures, the old gristmill, 
sawmill, and hotel. The only sur-
viving structure was the Stone 
Fort, the structure that was there 
before Evansburg, and now after 
Evansburg. The few residents that 
lived in the abandoned town were 
attending a picnic at nearby 
Orange, and witnessed the strange 
cyclone. The surrounding towns 
oddly, but miraculously were un-
touched, and those residents were 
unaware of the cyclone's visit. 

The town of Evansburg is now 
a ghost of the past, the memory 
forever lost, only now mentioned 
as local folk-lore. We now must at 
least keep its history alive by 
sharing the story, and passing the 
legend on to the future genera-
tions that will preserve it, and 
hopefully share it with their fu-
ture generations. 
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Oxford Township Hall 
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The township was organized in 1811 Early 
elections were held in John Junkins· tavern On 
August 17, 1878 Henry and Elizabeth Wolfe 
donated a site south of the lsleta United Meth-
odist Church to John Bach, George McMurphy 
and Jenkin Whiteside tovJnship trustees, to be 
used for a township hall For some reason this 
site was never used; and. on October 21, 1893, 
the present site i re ro 
Henry Wolf for Th ha I ii 
and election I 2 
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HISTORY OF THE ISLET A Uf.HTED METHODIST CHURCH 
1858 - 2008 

SERVING GOD'S PEOPLE IN THE SAME LOCATION FOR 150 YEARS 

Much like Christianity itself, the history of the Isl eta United Methodist 

Church had its beginnings in a barn. 

) 

In 1830, or some say 1832, the Union Methodist Protestant Society was 

organized in Moses Morgan's barn. From this society grew both the Union 

Protestant Church, located in Isleta and the Newcomerstown Mission, which 

became College Street Methodist Protestant Church. This early organization met 

first in Mr. Morgan's barn, and moved to the Union Schoolhouse until the two 

societies could build their buildings. 

The Isleta United Methodist Church is located in Oxford T<?wnship, in the 

eastern most part of Coshocton County, Ohio. The township was organized in the 

fall of 1811, very soon after the county was formed. Its original boundaries 

included a large portion of the eastern part of the county, but it was gradually 

reduced in size by the organization of other townships until it reached its present 

limits in 1835. 

According to Hill's History of Coshocton County, there is little doubt that 

one of the first settlements in the county was made in Oxford township, yet it 

seems impossible to determine definitely the date at which it was made. From 

Hunt's Historical Collecti~ns it is recorded, "It would seem that, at all events, the 

same season Charles Williams was raising his corn on the prairie, Isaac and Henry 

Evans and Charles and Esaias Baker, all from Virginia, were raising a crop on the 

Tuscarawas, near Evansburg. Williams had copie up the Muskingum, and the four 

above named had come down the Tuscarawas." 

Quite a colony of early settlers were from near Carlisle, Cumberland County, 

4 



Pennsylvania. Perhaps the earliest of them was Philip Waggoner, who came to 

Oxfo~d Township in 1806. He died a few years later. Philip Wolfe came soon after 

and settled at Wolfe's Comers. Later, George Leighninger emigrated from the 

same place and afterwards married a daughter of Mr. Wolfe. John Jenkins, an 

Irishman, emigrated to the township perhaps as early as 1806 or 1808. George 

Anspaugh came about 1811 and Moses Morgan, a New Jerseyman, settled about a 

mile east of Anspaugh on the Cadiz road. He afterwards sold out and went into 

business in Evansburg. The Mulvanes, Joseph, John and William, were here in 

1810. They settled in the eastern part of the township, north of the river. Joseph 

was the owner of a keel-boat which plied between New Philadelphia and 

Zanesville. Thus we have the history of some of the families that were 

instrumental in establishing that first Methodist Society that became the Isleta 

United Methodist Church. 

The history of the Isleta United Methodist Church was closely tied to the 
. 

Newcomerstown Church for many years, being a charge from approximately 1832 

until 1936, when Isleta became a single charge. And both are tied to the movement 

that became the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The Methodist Protestant Church was organized at a general convention held 

in Baltimore, Maryland in November of 1830. The basis for this denomination, 

which had split from the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, was for 

greater autonomy of the local churches, the clergy wanted to choose (or elect) their 

presiding elders, the local preachers wanted conference rights and lay people 

wanted representation. 1 With the organization, the local churches did gain a 

degree of autonomy, the connectional system was preserved (without bishops or 

district superintendents), laymen gained equal representation in annual and general 

1 Norwood, Frederick A.; The Story of American Methodism; Abingdon Press; Nashville, TN; 1974; pg. 175. 
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0. NE of the smallest post of-
.fices in America serves 45 

families in. Isleta, small village 
between \.Vest Lafayette and 
Newcomerstown. · 

While the ·post office serves 
one of the smallest lists of 
patrons in the United States, it 
probably is the smallest unit in 
the vast postal system under a 
separate roof. 

The Isleta post office is lo-
cated in a white fram~ struc-

ture about 12 ft;!e_t b-i eight feet. 
The "lobby," bordered · by the 
front and sides of the building 
and a partition filled with. mail 
boxes, is about the size of a 
piano box. · 

Here Postmistress Myrtle 
Geese, whose home· adjoins the 
post office, sorts . the small bag 
of mail that is brot three times 
daily frcm the ·nearby Pennsyl-

. vania railroad. 
The mail is delivered by _Burr 

Non·is, who likewise distributes 

··~=.....'\. -·r ... ·· ..;. •. 
special delivery 
mail. 

... . .,,_ ...... ..,,,.. 
~~ ~ ~ <-

and registered 

Miss Geese has been post-
mistress 24 years,. and succeeded 
her sister, Maude Geese, in 
that position. Miss Maude fre.:. 
quently assists her sister. 

Duties . of the postmistress 
now · ·are much · lighter. La.st 
March the postal department at 
Washington removed ~~eta's 

-sole rural route, which boasted 
100 boxes, and switched ;it to the 

· West Lafayette post office. 
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lsleta Church of Christ 

., 
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The Starlite Drive-In a popular landmark once 
located along County Road 9 . 

Photo courtesy of William Casteel 
Pictured is the Starlight Drive-In in Newcomerstown 
after the 1955 toi"na o. . 
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Photo courteay of Carol(Emerson) Umberger, Akron 
The Wolfe-Emerson family home has been a fainillar structure in the Isleta area 
since it was constructed in 1876. While the ~esidence is no longer in the posses-
sion of Wolfe-Emerson family, it is still in existence and being used as a private 

·residence. The road noted · in front of .the residence, County Road 9, has been 
modified over the years and there is no longer an incline in the road as seen in 
this circa 1920 photo . 



. The News, Newcomerstown, Ohio 

Everals Chapel recognized by State of Ohio 
Everals Chapel recently 

received recognition by 
proclamation of the Ohio 
House of Representatives 
in honor of the Chapel's 
150th anniversary. The of-
fice of House Speaker, 
Larry Householder, pre-
sented the Proclamation 
April 15, 2019. 

Everals is a small, one-
time village with roots dat-
ing to the early 1800's. It 
was originally settled in 
what was early Oxford 
Township, Tuscarawas 
County and later split off to 
become Oxford Township, 
Coshocton County. In 
2018, Everals Chapel 
hosted a 150th anniversary 
celebration and recently 
was recognized by the · 
State of Ohio. 

By the 1830~s Everals 
grew around the newly 
completed Ohio and Erie 
Canal as local farmers 
would sell grain and farm 
produce for shipment on 
the canal to the neighbor-
ing towns and cities. The 
area was also known as 
Coal Port, as the farmers 
would mine plentlful coal 
for sale, from the surround-
ing hill. The village was 

. never incorporated or plat-
ted, as was the very nearby 
village of Evans burg. 

The village of Evansburg 
was a prosperous and 
growing village that in-
cluded mills, a dry goods 
store, a tannery and other 
concerns that popped up to 
serve the growing needs of 
the C-<Jmmunity: -Many fatfii-
lies from the Everals com-
munity would no doubt 
make the short walk to 
Evansburg for supplies and 
to sell or trade goods. 

The founder of Evan~ 
burg was one Isaac Evans. 
Under the old Ohio consti-
tution, three citizens of 
Coshocton County were 
commissioned by the gov-
ernor of the state to occupy 
the bench as associate 
judges. Isaac Evans lived at 
Evansburg, Oxford town-
ship with a term of seven 
years. Isaac Evans served 
from 1811 - 1816, He also 
served as an officer in the 
war of 1812. Isaac Evans 
was the central figure of 
this settlement, and was a 
man whose influence was 

Pupils of Everal's School, which was once located near the Everal's Church, are 
seen in this class photo dated April 16, 1907. It appears to be a class of various 
grades. The American flag noted in the background is a forty-five star flag which 
was used from 1896-1908. The photo was taken by Stiers Photography, once lo-
cated on River Street in Newcomerstown. 

felt in all parts of the 
county. Soon after he 
moved out, he purchased a 
tract of land and built his 
cabin south of the river, 
close to the bank, just 
across from Evansburg. 
The high waters which rose 
and surrounded his cabin 
soon after obliged him to 
move farther back from the 
river. He raised and com-
manded an company during 
the war of 1812, serving 
under General Harrison. 

Isaac's brother Henry, 
who accompanied him here 
from-Virginia(West Vir-
ginia), purchased a farm 
adjoining his on the east, 
and being a bachelor, spent 
his days in solitude there, 
engaged in farming and 
stock raising. 

· Quite a colony of early 
settlers were from near 
Carlisle, Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania. Per-
haps the earliest of them 
was Philip Waggoner, who 
came to Oxford Township 
in 1806. The area today is a 
prime corn growing area, 
as it has remained since the 
early settlers came. The vil-
lage of Evansburg has faded 
into history, as many of the 
inhabitants found it nece~ 
sary to move down river a 
short distance to what is 
now known as OranQ"e The 

village of Orange is slowly 
dwindling in inhabitants 
and structures, and upcom-
ing generations will soon 
no longer recognize the 
place as a village. 

Many owners and canal 
boat captains used locks 22 
and 23 at and near Evan~ 
burg as a base of opera-
tions. These include canal 
boat "Asia of Evansburg," 
previously known as "Susan 
of Evansburg," owned by A. 
Cheadle; canal boat "J.B. 
Watkins," of Evansburg, 
formerly "Albany of Cleve-
liffid"; canafboat "Black -
Rock of Evansburg" previ-
ously "the J.\\f. Watkins," 
owned by Johh W. Ricket; 
canal boat "Echo of Evans-
burg," formerly the "Re-
sistable," owned by Jo~n , 
Richmond; "canal boat 
"Casket of Dover," whose 
owner was George Tre-
gent; and canal boat 
"Mount Etna of Evans-. 
burg," previously the "Al-
legheny of Dover" owned 
by John B. Stint. 

John and Ann Everal 
played a key roll in the de-
velopment of the village of 
Everals. John and Ann 
Everal came to the area of 
Oxford Township, just west 
of Newcomersto\Vn, in the ' 
late 1820's. The young cou-
nle had re'lided in Bolivar 

Kline Farm, Adams Town-
ship, Coshocton County. 
Ohio. After Ann died, John 
married Matrha Varner on 
Feb. 25, 1869 in Newcom-
erstown. Martha, the 
widow of his friend, Mr. 
Rodney, was born 1818 in 
Ohio, and died in 1896. 

· The Rodney family was 
close friends of the Everals 
and had a large farm 
nearby. Martha and John 
moved to Newcomerstown, 
where they lived out the 
golden years of their lives. 

The Everals were only 
one of the neighbornood 
families from England, and 
included others with sur-
names of Smith Tudor the 
English born no doubt 
shared many old world tra-
ditions and customs. The 
Tudor descendants claim 
connections to the royal 
line of Tudor. 

The Everals were follow-
ers of the Wesleyan Chri~ 
tian belief. J.W. Everal, the 
second son wrote in his bi-
ography that his mother 
seemed to be the driving 
force in the family. Ironi-
cally, Ann Everal dreamed 
of a formal church building 
to replace the community 
school used as a church 
meeting house. The Church 
was completed the year of 
Ann'<; nPMh without hPr 
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for a short time, and er 
the death of their first son, 
moved to the area at the 
urging of John's friend, a 
Mr. Kline (possibly spelled 
Cline). Both men were in-
dustrious and soon in-
creased the net worth of 
the families, Mr. Kline sell-
ing his property to Everal 
and moving on. John and 
Ann stayed in Oxford 
Township raising a family 
of seven. 

76 
seeing it. Along wiffi lier 
husband John, Ann instilled 
a strong work ethic and 
strong belief in the family 
and in God. The children 
carried this work ethic 
throughout their life, This 
tradition is prevalent in the 
descendants living today. 

J.W. Everal or John Wes-
ley Everal was one of the 
early industrialists of 
Westerville, where his re-
stored homestead is visited 
by thousands each year. 
Much of the early history of 
the little village of Everals 
is documented in J.W. 
Everals biography. 

Everals Chapel received recognition by proclama-
tion of the Ohio House of Representatives in honor of 
the Chapel's 1 SOth anniversary. The office of House 
Speaker, Larry Householder, presented the Procla-
mation April 15, 2019. Pictured from the office of 
Speaker Householder is Legislative Aide Dan Cech. 

John was the son of 
Richard Everal and was 
born March 8, 1800 in Sh-
effield, Shropshire, Eng-
land. He died Feb. 26, 1875 
in Newcomerstown. He 
married Ann Evans of 
Mainstone, Shropshire, 
England, daughter of Isaac 
Evans. 1t is not known if 
the Isaac Evans (founder of 
Evansburg) who lived 
nearby, was a brother or 
her father. She was born in 
1809 in Llanybell, Car· 
marthenshire, Wales, and 
died 26 January 1868 at the 

The old historical Ever-
als Church celebrated 150 
years in the Everal commu-
nity in 2018. The chapel is 
maintained by the "Everals 
Chapel Preservation Soci-
ety." Those interested in 
helping maintain the old 
Chapel can join the organi-
zation. Membership is $12 
per year. For more informa-
tion, call 7 40-498-5636. 

Historic reenactment of Everals 
Chapel fou·nder planned 

Ann Everal was a native 
of Wales and came to the 
United States with her 
husband John. They set-
tled just West of Newcom-
erstown in what became 
known as Everal or Coal 
Port. The couple faced 
many challenges over their 
lives and managed to pros-
per while raising their chil-
dren. The farm land they 
owned sat along the Ohio 
and Erie Canal where op-
portunities abound. 

Ann Evans Everal was 
the matriarch of the Everal 
family and like many fron-
tier women, was instrumen-
tal in success of her family. 
She was a godly and pray-
ing woman who faced many 
daily challenges as she 
worked to improve condi-
tions for her family. She 
was the daughter of Isaac 
Evans the founder of 
nearby Evansburg. 

Alice Hoover will portray 
Ann Evans Everal. Mrs. · 
Hoover portrays over 30 in-
dividual women of history. 

Submitted photo 
Ann Everal was a native 

of Wales and came to the 
·United States with her 
husband John. They 
settled just West of 
Newcomerstown in what 
became known as Everal 
or Coal Port. 

If you've visited Roscoe 
Village during a festival or 
event, chances are you've 
seen Alice Hoover walking 
through the village in 
canal-era clothing • a 
strolling historian, she 
calls herself, portraying 
one of several key figures 

of the village's past. But 
Hoover began doing char-
acter reenactments even 
before she moved to 
Coshocton in 1988. She be-
gan with women in the Bi-
ble, and, over the years, 
has transformed herself 
into literally hundreds of 
characters before a wide 
range of audiences, includ-
ing schools, festivals, re-
tirement homes, veterans' 
groups, libraries and more. 
Her characters bring his-
tory to life. 

Tickets are $10 for mem-
bers, $12 for nonmembers 
and $14 at the door. The 
event will be held at 2 p.m. 
June 9 at the Everal 
Chapel, 60417 Everals 
Church Road, Newcomer-
stown. Tickets can be ob-
tained by calling 7 40-498-
5636. You can also reserve 
your tickets W mailing a 
check made payable to HP 
Dakin, 23803 Oxford Twp. 
Rd 252b, Newcomerstown, 
Ohio, 43832. Limited tick-
ets available. 
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Everals community celebrates 150 years 
By HARLEY DAKIN 
Special to The News 

Everals is a small, one 
time village with roots dat-
ing to the early 1800's. It 
was originally settled in 
what was early Oxford 
Township, Tuscarawas 
County and later split off to 
become Oxford Township, 
Coshocton County. 

By the 1830's Everals 
grew around the newly 
completed Ohio and Erie 
Canal as local farmers 
would sell grain and farm 
produce for shipment on 
the canal to tbe neighbor-
ing towns and cities. The 
area was also known as 

· Coal Port, as the farmers 
would mine plentiful coal 
for sale, from the surround-
ing hill. The village was 
never incorporated or plat-
ted, as was the very nearby 
village of Evansburg. 

The village of Evansburg 
was a prosperous and 
growing village that in-
cluded mills, a dry goods 
store,.a tannery and other 
concerns that popped up to 
serve the growing needs of 
the community. Many fami-
lies from the Everals com-
munity would no doubt 
make the short walk to 
Evansburg for supplies and 
to sell or trade goods. 

The founder of Evans-
burg was on~ Isaac Evans. 
Under the old Ohio consti-
tution, three citizens of 
rn~hnf'tnn rn11nhr UTPrP 

William Casteel 
Pupils of Everal's School, which was once located near the Everal's'<hurch, are seen in this class photo 

dated April 16, 1907. It appears to be a class of various grades. The American flag noted in the background is 
a forty-five star flag which was used from 1896-1908.The photo was taken by Stiers Photography, once 
located on River Street in Newcomerstown. 

soon after"obliged him to 
move farther back from the 
river. He raised and com-
manded an company during 
th<> nrnr nf 1 R1? SPnrinO" 

faded into history, as many 
of the inhabitants found it 
necessary to move down 
river a short distance tc;i 
whM is now known ~s 

canal boat "Echo of Evans-
burg,'' formerly the "Re-
sistable," owned by John 
Richmond; "canal boat 
"Casket of Dover." whose 

creased the net worth of the 
families, Mr. Kline selling 
his property to Everal and 
moving on. John and Ann 
stavP.cl in Oxford Townshio 

Feb. 25, 1869 in Newcom-
erstown. Martha, the 
widow of his friend, Mr. 
Rodney, was born 1818 in 

' Ohio, and died in 1896. 
The Rodney family was 
close friends of the Everals 
and had a large farm 
nearby. Martha and John 
moved to Newcomerstown, 
where they lived out the 
golden years of their lives. 

The Everals were only 
one of the neighborhood 
families from England, and 
included others with sur-
names of Smith Tudor the 
English born no doubt 
shared many old world tra-
ditions and customs. The 
Tudor descendants claim 
connections to the royal 
line of Tudor. 

The Everals were follow-
ers of the Wesleyan Chris-
tian belief. J.W. Everal, the 
second son WI"ote in his biog-
raphy that his mother 
seemed to be the driving 
force in the family. Ironically, 

· Ann Everal dreamed of a for-
mal church building to re-
place the community school 
used as a church meeting 
house. The Church was com- 1

' 

pleted the year of Ann's 
death without her seeing it. -..Ji 
Along with her husband ...__, 
John, Ann instilled a strong 
work ethic and strong belief 
in the family and in God. The 
children carried this work . 
ethic throughout their life, 
This tradition is prevalent in 
the descendants living today. 

J.W. Everal or Jolin Wes-



ernor of the state to occupy 
the bench as associate 
judges. Isaac Evans lived at 
Evansburg, Oxford town-
ship with a term of seven 
years. Isaac Evans served 
from 1811 - 1816, He also 
served as an officer in the 
war of 1812. Isaac Evans 
was the central figure of 
this settlement, and was a 
man whose influence was 
felt in all parts of the 
county. Soon after he 
moved out, he purchased a 
tract of land and built his 
cabin south of the river, 
close to the bank, just 
across from Evansburg. 
The high waters which rose 
and surrounded his cabin 

Isaac's brother Henry, 
who accompanied him here 
from Virginia (West Vir-
ginia), purchased a farm 
adjoining his on the east, 
and being a bachelor, spent 
his days in solitude there, 
engaged in farming and 
stock raising. 

Quite a colony of early 
settlers were from near 
Carlisle, Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania. Per-
haps the earliest of them 
was Philip Waggoner, who 
came to Oxford Township 
in 1806. The area today is a 
prime corn growing area, 
as it has remained since the 
early settlers Caine. The vil-
lage of Evansburg has 

Orange is slowly dwindling gent; and canal boat 
in inhabitants and struc- "Mount Etna of Evans-
tures, and upcoming gener- burg," previously the "Al-
ations will soon no longer legheny of Dover" owned 
recognize the place as a vil- by John B. Stint. 
lage. John and Ann Everal 

Many owners and canal played a key roll in the de-
boat captains used locks 22 velopment of the village of 
and 23 at and near Evans- Everals. John and Ann 
burg as a base of opera- Everal came to the area of 
tions. These include canal Oxford Township, just west 
boat "Asia of Evansburg," . of Newcomerstown, in the 
previously known as "Susan late 1820's. The young cou-
of Evansburg," owned by ple had resided fu Bolivar 
A. Cheadle; canal boat "J.B. for a short time, and after 
Watkins," of Evansburg, the death of their first son, 
formerly "Albany of Cleve- moved to the area at the 
land"; canal boat "Black urging of John's friend, a 
Rock of Evansburg'' previ- Mr. Kliny (possibly spelled 
ously "the J.W. Watkins," Cline). Both men were in-
owned by John W. Ricket; dustrious and soon in-

John was tlie son of early industrialists of 
Richard Everal and was Westerville, where his re-
born March 8, 1800 in Sh- stored homestead is visited 
effield, Shropshire, Eng- by thousands each year. 
land. He died Feb. 26, 1875 Much of the early history of 
in Newcomerstown. He the little village of Everals 
married Ann Evans of is documented in J.W. 
Mainstone, Shropshire, Everals biography. 
England, daughter of Isaac The old historical Ever-
Evans. It is not known if als Church is celebrating 
the Isaac Evans (founder of 150 years in the Everal 
Evansburg) who lived community this year. The 
nearby, was a brother or chapel is maintained by the 
her father. She was born in "Everals Chapel Preserva-
1809 in Llanybell, Car- tion Society." For those in-
marthenshire, Wales, and terested in helping main-
died 26 January 1868 at the , tain the old Chapel, please 
Kline Farm, Adams Town- join the organization. Mem-
ship, Coshocton County. bership is $12 per year. For 
Ohio. After Ann died, John more information, cal 7 40-
married Matrha Varner on 498-5636. 















same estate sale) ... I have a grade book with 
this one, too ... the grade book is dated 1922-
1923 ... Teacher. Miss Nettie Ethell.. .. some of 
the student names are: Ruth Fletcher, Alice 
Fletcher, Roy Fletcher, Edwin Fletcher, Helen 
Hothem, Irene Hothem, Burton Hothem, 
Robert Hothem, Robert Emerson, James 
Geese, Mary, Rachel, Howard, John, Celia, 
and Martha Loos (probably all related), 
Mabel, Max, and Paul Tufford, Ellis 
Sergeant, Paul, John Sharrock, Vernon 
Hammersley, Mattie Myers, Donald, Ruth, 
and Mary Troendly, Frank Sawvel, Albert, 
Phyllis, Mary Esther, Elizabeth Tumblin, Ruth 
Begert, Vernon Parks, Wayne, Carl 
Daugherty, Lester Steward, Mary, Pearl, and 
Stewart Simmons, Hackenbracts, Smiths, 
and more Myers and Hothem kids. 
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Lumber From Orange Warehouse 
Was Used to Build the Monticello II 

B!· ELI.IS H. SHl'.\11' 
Visible objects which werr 

'ncP a part of the old Ohio and 
·:rie Canal l'ontinue to rlisa1>-
>ear with each passing year . 
ind soon 1rtll lw forgotten 111 the 
narch of time. 

The s toried 11·arehouse 
iuilding which stood by Orangr 
rns one of the latest to go . 

Torn down b!· '.\1arsha ll 
Jacobs in the late rn1rn and rarly 
970 . much of its timber was 
1secl by th e widely known 
;teepk jack and flagpoll' sitter 
n the building of the Monticello 
·eplica ll'hich seasonally plies a 
11ile-long section of the old 
:anal. no1r r es tored for 
iosterity close to Cosho cton 
·,akl' Park . 

.Jacobs, in an (•xchangc of 
ncssages said . "The entire hull 
if the '.\'lnnticrllo was built from 
Jw lumber that I got out of the 
lrangP 111ill ... :\ncl this :vlon-

.icello II is ci beaut!· to ser with 
ts 1i1·r horse powl'r . when it 
·id es man!· 1·acationin :.: 
rnssengers during the sum-

rn ers anrl Hos(·oc Village cla1·s . 
l·~ rnest 1\ orri s. a retired 

blal'ksrnith who has li1·rd hi s 
ml.ire life in 01·ange , has 111any 
re<'nll ect ions of llw old ('an;; I 
and lhl' buildings Jlwre. 

He r emembers the time s 
when farmer's wagons would be 
lined-up from thl' warehouse to 
the Tuscaraw;is [{i1·er bridge 
a11·aitin:.: tlwir turn to br 
unlnacll'cl nf the i1rwly threshed 

wheal. Among his keepsakes he 
has the large steelyard balance 
ll'hich was used in weighing the 
incoming wheal. · 

He tells also of the machine 
that was used in unloading the 
freight laden ca ned lxrnts at the 
warehouse there. It was a · 
simplC' ho is ting wineh, a 
rcvoll'ing C'ontrivance inR:vhich 
the center vertica I bare! for 
coiling the rope was turn~ by a 
horse hitcher! tn an attached 
long pol e, and driven at a 
walking gait round and round 
the axis in clockwise manner. 

Yes, the storied warehouse 
building which also held hides 
and wool at times. was cha(f5f.1 CHAN'1o" 
by man into a replica of a 
r e rnernbere d canal boat : a 
pleasure craft for the en-
joyment of persons today . And 
the Monti cello II, law1ched in 
EJ'i'l. as shr glides along to the 
tug of horses directed by th~ 
" hogg ee" upon th e revived 
length of thr old waterway, 
bring~ to man)· eyes and minds 
;1n educative and brightening 
reminder of the ever fadini.: 
past. 

-.S-
L-. 
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COSHOCTON Ohio 109th FA Battalion Troops TRAIN WRECK 

Twenty·Five Die In 
Ohio Train Crash 

l,r All"t I' .\ fK~ 
COSHOC'fON. O .• S•11t . 11 i.\Pt-The Spirit of St. l.nuis. 

t:r.:t('k 11as."engt·r· lraJn o:r lbl" 1~ •ru1.!·yh-a td~ Hailroa<t. ,1io11~lu~d 
iIUo :_1 tron1> trfiin ~laUcd hy meehamtal !ruuhll' in thick fog 

i c:arly today. · 
T\\'tH1•y-li\1C~ .soldiers,, nu ftl{•Ulhers or nu~ lJ!,- Jinn:$Vl\':ndu i";a,. 

Uc1r1a I ; uard, were· ki Ut."ll . • 
:\ppro~drrmte~)· OU othl1r ~u~1nLrnt: n, ~tl :route to C'L ni )1 A\ .. · 

t ·rhuf)·. h1d._i to e.ruer fl!' li.>.ral ser1ice wu1· · h~jured. 

I ltnHrmuJ officials :said -'\\'~ n·•.m_·c ha.\"tt au~·thh1g on the cnase 
o{ th i wr-c·c k unUl aft, •r ;in an·• ~-1ig.1trnu iis mldc.~• 

- -

' COSI IOCT . ! • 0 ,, I Sept. 11 r .A p ~A r S-l pa..~sepger lnln 

I ph:mghcd into_ a tr~inload or sle~pin_.: soldh~rs early todny. At 
least 20 or 2~ or lllt!m were killti.d: 

An add•Ucm J :SO 4; :r 7.6. all Prl\JbY-·•- Pir.:"tt l':C!:fMJ1t.."i 1nd1ca"rd nn one 
VAWa NaUtm J Otjmfli"\. -a·t"-fi iDJurt'.il:t iibc.lfi-rd C.h . 1i'·rnf' ••sptril .. WU kllll'd. 

"Ill!' -~vltit of St. ! .. md."'1;"' crt\ck · : ll i: 11·11 n" hr : UHl~r- u~1:pl .· t1 O'*t'r 
par~rt Lrnln gf tht" .r~·1m ~ltD Dl . 
nuJ.rvad. hit Ille r r uf thf. uoon nn mb:udtm-t"11t. 

· train. carryu apnruJJmnfdy 700 "' \, .. ~ eUllE<r ·w re fl-tt1ppcd or .r;.JDW'ed 
lfllanhmJ'>n ~u ruull" 10 en.mp Atln· ~ •.\'n 'll'h"n LI · er """' can•e~" J1 !cl 
bury. lhd. C im 1t, Ru'bc..rt Shn:r!f.. af Dll.UA'!I~ P3 .. Rtr 

"1'11~ fa.ri QT nf tht :.ig .. ._'ift,.. tnKJP, l'i t 1mm:u1drr- c: :r ·t~l'!.1 lOOU\' D t.tcry 
traltl.. 1tl~ 01>L"nt-nl by rh r.i.:n,1-~ ,_,,·J- A. ~·hr ... • ilOl'n sk1lt 1n the Uur-d car 
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Wreck of· troop train 1; 
WEST LAFAYETTE__:._ and the train halted. It was 

The following is the origi- near the Harry Shurtz farm · 
nal article as it appeared at the dip in Route 16 
,on the front page of the just before entering West 
Sept. 14, 1950, edition of Lafayette. 

Newcomerstown fuemen could not wait at home · 
with their white emergen- for news of their sons and 
ey truck were among the : husbands. 
first at the soene. In it . Lines formed at tele-
were Chief Russell Bicker, .' phones in · the area as 
Otto · Haxton, Everett .soldiers called home .. 
MacElhaney, George Miraculously, the engineer 

the Newcomerstown News The flagman reportedly 
concerning the troop train set flares and a lantern 
tragedy that took place at 100 yards back. Trainmen 
West Lafayette on Sept. were working on the '. bro-

· Ames, and Leslie Besst. of the Spirit of St. Louis, 

11, 1950. ken coupliJ.?-g between 
A total of 33 two cars. With them was 

Guardsmen Die as Lt. Col. Frank Townsend, 
Pennys Flier Rams commander of the troop 

Troop Train Near Here train. "We saw the Spirit 
l\.Ionday of St. Louis about a mile 

Screaming ambulance away" he related. "We 
sirens jus.t before dawn thought it would surely 
Monday . morning gave see:: the flares and lantern 
Newcomerstown its' first and stop, but the headlight 
indication of disaster. came steadily on." Col. 
Radio sets were turned on. Townsend and crewmen 
The tragic story was dis- shouted and waved their 
closed. The Spirit of St. arms in vain. Then they· 
Louis had crashed into the saw i.t was going to crash. 
rear of a stalled troop train They leaped down a bank 
about six miles west of to safety. 
Newcomerstown. The first The· Spirit's two unit 
action was to remove the diesel, pulling 17 cars, 
injured to hospitals. Then ploughed into the rear 
came the gruesome task . of the troop carrier. It 
of bringing out the bodies. knocked the back coach 
All day long workmen cut · into the air smashed the 
through the twisted steel, second c~ aside and 
wreckage to release the rammed into a third It 
soldier dead. By nigh~all . was five o'clock (a.~ . ) . 
the toll had been tallied. The cars came down in an 
Thirty-thre.e _had died and inverted V resting on the 
about 100 lilJured: diesel's nose. 
. The troop tram, des- After the air-splitting 
1gnated as No. ·4, left crash, there was silence. 
Carbondale, Pa., Sunday Then the moans of the 
afternoon. Two and a injured and dying came 
half hours later eight m~ffled through the dark-
m~re cars were added at ne~s. Somebody made 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. They their way through the fog 
had parades in those two across a field to the Dun 
towns for the National Rovin Inn. They called 
Guardsmen. There were the Newcomerstown 
cheers and some tears as tower. °Jack Hall, on duty 
wives, mothers, and sweet- there, sounded the alarm 
hearts said good-bye. For to Newcomerstown doc-
many it was a .last look. tors, ambulances, and 

The 632 soldiers were of the volunteer fire depart--
the 28th division. ment. Rescue - workers 

In the forward coaches were handicapped by 
were men of the 109th darkness. Uninjured sol-
infantry regiment. diers turned to and helped 

The rear coaches car- bring out their hurt bud- · 
ried the Wilkes-Barre men dies. Doctors, ambulances, 
of the 109th field artil- and nurses began arriving. 
lery. They were bound for They drove down the nar-
Camp Atterbury, Ind., and row road and into a field 
eventually for overseas beside the wreckage, a 
duty. quarter of a mile from the 

Most of the National highway. · 
Guardsmen were asleep "----
when the air hose broke 

Doctors gave morphine William E. Eller, ·68, of 
shots to the wounded. Midway, PA., and fireman, 
They were sent to hospi- .Edwtn J. Keams, 51 , of 
tals. Newcomerstown fire- Pittsburgh,· escaped with 
men took the first load of slight injuries. They were 
three injured to Coshocton treated at Twin City hospi-
Hospital . tal and released. 

Others were taken ,~o In the troop train, 
Dover, Union Hospital, Conductor, E.D. Doak 
and Dennison, Twin City. of Carnegie, Pa., was the 
. State highway patrolmen only civilian injured. He 

brought searc~ights that had a fractured hip. Had 
helped the rescuers. By the accident occurred 15 
seven o'clock (a.m;) the minutes later, many of the 
injured had been removed. soldiers would have been 

American Legion aux- eating breakfast in the cen-
iliaries came to the area ter of"f.he train thus reduc-
with sandwiches and cof- ing the loss of life. 
fee . Amerucan Legion The Spirit of St. Louis 
members of the auxilia- was pulled back to 
ry patrol stood gmµ·d on Newcomerstown. At about 
the highway which soon 9:30 (a.m.) it went up the 
became jammed with C&M tracks on its' jour-
sight-seers. Those from ney to Allience and even-
Newcomerstown includ- tually to St. Louis. One 
ed Olaf Murphy, Harold other train, the Cincinnati 
Fowler, George Brindley, Limited used the C&M. 
and Edson Stewart. The other trains during 

Nearby residents with the day were re-routed 
acetylene torches brought from Pittsburgh. By 7 
their equipment. p.m. the tracks had been 

Three wrecker trains cleared and normal service 
arrived. restored. 

They worked all day to Wednesday, the bodies 
bring out bodies pinned , were taken en mass to the 
in the wreckage. Military Armory at Wilkes-Barre. 
police from F<>rt Hayes Each .was accompanied by 
blocked off the area with an honor guard. 
ropes, keeping back the At a hearing in Pittsburg, 
throngs which were on Engineer Eller said he was 
hand to watch the rescue traveling 50 miles an hour 
operation. when he saw the approach 

As the dead were signal. But he admitted he 
removed, they were did not begin braking the 

. wrapped in blankets. At · train until he saw a stop 
one time 19 bodies were in and proceed signal at the 
a field on the north side of next block. 
the tracks. The troop train flag-

The large storage build- man, W.G. Lancaster of 
ing of the West Lafayette Pittsburgh, Pa., said he 
Transfer Co. was con- signaled the approaching 
verted into a morgue at passenger train but got no 
nightfall. During the·after- acknowledgement "at any 
noon more and more autos time". 

· with Pennsylvania liCense ----------
plates were seen in the 
area. Anxious · relatives 
from Wilkes-Barre and 
other Pennsylvania towns 



Photo courtesy of William Casteel 
Sixty-six years ago, West Lafayette and 

surrounding communities were reeling in shock over 
the tragic news of the troop train accident. In the 
early morning hours, just before dawn on September 
11, 1950, the train transporting young servicemen 
from the 28th Pennsylvania National Guard in 
Wilkes-Barre, PA., to Camp Atterbury in Indiana, was 
struck by the passenger train known as The Spirit of 
St. Louis. The afte rmath of the accident left 33 
servicemen dead. 

Photo courtesy of William Casteel 
The Spirit of St. Louis after in was pulled to 
Newcomerstown following the Sept. 11, 1950 colli-. . ' s1on With the troop train at West Lafayette. 

This year marks the 55th anniversary of the troop train accident 
that took place at West Lafayette's east end near Shurtz Hill 
Sep~. 11, 1950. The collision occurred when the Spirit of ;~ 
Lows passenger train rear-ended the troop train carrying boys 
from Pennsylvania headed to Indiana for deployment to Korea. 
~any area rescue vehicles assisted at the accident scene includ-
mg Newcomerstown Fire Dept.--------~....:..:::.:..:=.::=~ 

Another view of the troop train derailment in West Lafayette 55 
years ago on Sept. 11, 1950, is again provided by Bill Casteel, 
West Lafayette. As noted under a different photo of the wreck· 
age published in last week's News, a collision occurred when tile 
Spirit of St. Louis passenger train rear-ended the troop train 
carrying boys from Pennsylvania on their way to Indiana for 
deployment to Korea. 
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